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Order of General Conference. 





Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of this Conference be instructed to 
have the Journal of this General Conference printed, substantially bound, 
and duly certified by him to be correct, and that a copy so certified shall 
be the offcza/ Journal of this General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents at New York are hereby instructed 
to furnish by mail or otherwise a copy of the Journal of this General 
Conference to each of the Delegates of the Conference, to each of the 


Bishops, and to the Secretary.— Fournal, Friday, May 12, 1876. 


PROPERTY OF 
ORICAL 4) BRARY 


Hist 


LIST OF DELEGATES BY CONFERENCES ELECTED TO 
THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1876. 





1. Alabama.—C/verical: William P. Miller. Reserve: J. J. 
Brasher. } 
_Lay: George W. Lawrence. Reserve: D. H. Harris. 


2. Arkansas.—C/erical: Richard W. Hammett. Reserve: 
Thomas B. Ford. 
Lay: William Keener. Reserve: Robert F. Naylor. 


3. Baltimore.—Clerical : John P. Newman, John Lanahan, 
George W. Cooper, Lyttleton F. Morgan. Reserves: William F. 
Speake, Wilford Downs. 

Lay: Thomas R. Carskadon, Andrew Hartman. Reserves: 
Benjamin T. Parlett, Summerfield Baldwin. 

4. California.—Cverical : George Clifford, Henry C. Benson, 
Wm. S. Turner. Reserves: Wesley Dennett, Henry B. Heacock. 

Lay: Annis Merrill, Ebenezer B. Bateman. Reserves: John 
W. Hinds, Peter Bohl. 

5. Central German.—Cverical: Henry Leibhardt, Jacob Roth- 
weiler. Reserves: William Nast, E. Wunderlich. 

Lay: Louis Hartman,'Henry C. Dickhaut. Reserves: Jacob 
Kurtz, Henry Dorbusch. 

6. Central Ilinois.— Clerical : Victor Witting, William H. Hunt- 
er, George R. Palmer, Jervice G. Evans, William Underwood. 
Reserves: F. M. Chaffee, Richard Haney. 

Lay: J. F. Culver, Edward W. Spencer. Reserves: David 
M’Williams, R. S. Hammon. 

7. Central New York.—C/verical : Augustus C. George, Erastus 


O. Haven, DeWitt C. Huntington, Luke C. Queal, Benoni I. Ives, 
James Erwin. Reserves: E. J. Hermans, William Reddy. 


Lay: David Decker, J. R. French. Reserves: Lucius Wilcox, 
Thomas W. Durston. 
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8. Central Ohio.— Clerical: Leroy A. Belt, Wesley G. Waters, 
William W. Winter. Reserves: A. Harmount, Park S. Donelson. 

Lay; William Lawrence, John W. Hiett. Reserves: W. St. 
John, C. B. Stemen. 


9. Central Pennsylvania.—Cvlerical : David S. Monroe, Nathan 
S. Buckingham, Thompson Mitchell, Benjamin B. Hamlin, Fin- 
ley B. Riddle. Reserves: Charles A. Holmes, T. M. Reese. 

Lay : Mordecai W. Jackson, Henry R. Mosser. Reserves: Eli 
Shier, John Boynton. 

10. Chicago German.—C/Zerical : Christian A. Loeber. Reserve: 
George L. Mulfinger. 

Lay: Louis Appel. Reserve: Philip Haag. 


11. Cincinnati.—Cverical : John M. Walden, Asbury Lowrey, 
John F. Marlay, Granville Moody. Reserves: W. H. Sutherland, 
Richard S. Rust. ' 

Lay: Charles W. Rowland, William R. Warnock. Reserves: 
William M. Meek, Jacob Chambers. 

12. Colorado.—Clerical: Benjamin F. Crary. Reserve: G H. 
Adams. 

Lay: John Evans. Reserve: W. A. Burr. 


13. Delaware.—C/verical: Hooper Jolley. Reserve: Solomon 
Cooper. 
Lay: William Perkins. Reserve: Abram Murray. 


14. Des Moines.—Clerical: H. H. O’Neal, Alexander Burns, 
Eli M. H. Fleming. Reserves: N. D. Collins, P. T. Breeze. 

Lay: Charles H. Gatch, N. B. Moore. Reserves: J. C. Mit 
chell, H. C. Seigler. 


15. Detroit —Cverical : Arthur Edwards, James S. Smart, Lewis 
R. Fiske, William X. Ninde, Daniel C. Jacokes. Reserves: John 
M’Eldowney, John Russell. 

Lay: David Preston, George W. Fish. Reserves: B. W. Hus- 
ton, J. C. Clark. 


16. East German.—C/Zerical: John W. Freund. Reserve: Cas- 
par Jost. 
Lay: Peter Neu. Reserve: John Conradi. 


17. East Maine.—C/verical : Cyrus Stone, George Pratt. Re- 
serves: Lorenzo D. Wardwell, Charles F. Allen. 

Lay: Hiram Ruggles, Irwin Calderwood. Reserves: M. P.C. 
Withers, Daniel W. Sawyer. 
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18. East Oregon and Washington.—C?erical : James H. Wilbur. 
Reserve: H. K. Hines. 


Lay: J. L. Carter. Reserve: G. Moore. 


19. Erie.—Cvlerical: G. W. Chesbro, H. H. Moore, George W. 
Clarke, William P. Bignell, Richard H. Hurlburt, Alfred Wheeler, 
J. R. Lyon. Reserves: J. Tribby, R. M. Warren. 


Lay: Cyrus Clark, Lewis Miller. Reserves: M. B. Taylor, 
P. A. Latier. 


20. Florida.— Clerical: Norman Webster. Reserve: William 
J. Salmon. 


Lay: Calvin L. Robinson. Reserve: Jeffry Grant. 


21. Georgia.—Clerical: Erasmus Q. Buller, Charles O. Fisher. 
Reserves > J. W. Lee, R. 1; Kent. 


Lay: N. P. Harbin, C. J. Holloway. Reserves : T. G. Eis- 
wald, F. N. Jones. 


22. Germany and Switzerland.—C/verical: Charles H. Doering. 
Reserve: L. Nuelsen. 


Lay: None. 


23. Holston.—Cverical : William C. Graves, John J. Manker. 
Reseryes: Jesse A. Hyden, John F. Spence. 


Lay: William Rule, H. Presnell. Reserves: J. W. Ramsey, 
W.. F. Milburn. 


24. Wlinois.—Clerical ; William S. Prentice, Hiram Buck, Will- 
iam N. M’Elroy, James Leaton, Richard N. Davies. Reserves: 
James P. Dimmitt, William H. Webster. 


‘Lay: William J. Henry, John A. Chestnut. Reserves: Philip 
G. Gillett, John E, M’Clure. 

25. India.—Clerical: James M. Thoburn. Reserve: Thomas 
J. Scott. 

Lay: None. 

26. Indiana.—Cverical: Hayden Hays, Reuben Andrus, Will- 
iam M. Zaring: Reserves: W. F. Harned, Benjamin F. Rawlins. 


Lay: Washington C. De Pauw, T. B. Haughey. Reserves: 
J. F. Lindley, G. W. Hoss, 
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21. lowa.—Clerical : George N. Power, John C. Brown, J. Wil- 
bur M'Donald. Reserves: Banner Mark, William F. Cowles. 

Lay: James B. Weaver, John Mahin. Reserves: Nelson J. 
Smith, William Wilson. 

28. Kansas.—Clerical : Sylvester W. Lloyd, C. Holman. Re- 
serves: James Lawrence, J. J. Thompson. 

Lay: John Pipher, James C. Auld. Reserves: John W. Rob- 
erts, C. E. Faulkner. 

29. Kentucky.—C?erical : L. D. Parker, James S. Chadwick. 
Reserves: Duke Slavens, John C. Harrison. 

Lay; Amos Shinkle, Benj. P. Tevis. Reserves: D. E. Robert, 
Vincent Boreing. 

30. Lexington.—Cverical: Willis L. Muir. Reserve: E. W. S. 
Hammond. 

Lay: George Cissel.. Reserve: Jesse H. Hargrave. 

31. Liberia.—Cvlerical: Daniel Ware. Reserve: James H. 
Deputie. 

Lay: Henry W. Dennis. Reserve: Thomas G. Fuller. 

32. Louisiana.—C/Zerical: Joseph C. Hartzell. Reserves: H. 
Green, L. Allenger. 

Lay: Graham Bell. Reserve: Cyrus Bussey. 


33. Maine.—C/erical : Parker Jaques, Seba F. Wetherbee, Henry 
P. Torsey. Reserves: A. S. Ladd, Israel. Luce: 


Lay: J..J. Perry, Moses French. Reserves: G. C. Gorse, 
E. Cornish. 


34. Michigan.—Cverical: George B. Jocelyn, John M. Reid, 
Doctor F. Barnes, William H. Perrine, Francis D. Hemenway. 
Reserves: J. W. Robinson, Henry M. Joy. 

Lay: William Allman, J. W. Stone. Reserves: John Lewis, 
S. O. Knapp. 


35. Minnesota.—Cverical : George W. T. Wright, Cyrus Brooks, 
Wm. M’Kinley. Reserves: Wm. C. Rice, Chauncey Hobart. 


Lay: John D. Blake, Augustus J. Goodrich. Reserves: 
Thomas Simpson, John N. Hall. : 


36. Mississippi.—Cverical : Albert C. M’Donald, Moses Adams. 
Reserves: J. G. Johnson, H. R. Revels. 
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Lay: S. H. H. Toles, James Wells. Reserves: A. G. Hill, 
G. Wiley Wells. 

37. Missouri.—Cverical : John W. Caughlan, William J. Martin- 
dale. Reserves: W. F. Butler, Z. S. Weller. 
_ Lay: Thomas J. C. Fagg, S. G. Brock. Reserves: Ira K. 
Alderman, J. Montgomery. 

38. Nebraska.—C/erical : William B. Slaughter, Henry T. Davis. 
Reserves: M. Prichard, J. B. Maxfield. 

Lay: Eliphaz P. Rogers, J. M. M’Kenzie. Reserves: Levi 
Snell, W. J. Nelson. 


39. Nevada.—Cverical: John D. Hammond. Reserve: War- 
ren Nims. 
Lay: E. C. Sessions. Reserve: Jacob Stiner. 


40. Newark.—C/verical: John F. Hurst, Robert L. Dashiell, 
Lewis R. Dunn, James N. FitzGerald. Reserves: Alexander L. 
Brice, Jonathan T. Crane. 

Lay: George J. Ferry, Stephen B. Ransom. Reserves: Amos 
L. Hoagland, John Iliff. 


44. New England.—Cverical : William F. Warren, William R. 
Clark, Joseph Cummings, William Rice, Andrew M’Keown. Re- 
serves: William C. High, Lewis B. Bates. 

Lay: George L. Wright, Thomas P. Richardson. Reserves: 
Frederick A. Clapp, Liverus Hull. 


42. New Hampshire.—Cverical: Lorenzo D. Barrows, John W. 
Adams, Moses T. Cilley. Reserves: Calvin S. Harrington, S. E. 
Quimby. 

Lay: Ira E. Chase, Chase W. Calley. Reserves: Barton G. 
Towne, C. H. Eastman. , 

43. New Jersey. — Clerical: Jacob B. Graw, Enoch Green, 
Thomas Hanlon, Charles W. Heisley. Reserves: Daniel P. Kid- 
der, D. H. Shock. 

_ Lay: William H. Bodine, Charles E, Hendrickson. Reserves; 
William S. Yard, George D. Horner. 
_ 44. New York.—Clerical : Cyrus D. Foss, Henry B. Ridgaway, 
Morris D’C. Crawford, John Miley, Jas. Y. Bates, Richard Wheat- 
ley. Reserves: Wm. Goss, Aaron K. Sanford, Lucius H. King. 

Lay: George G. Decker, John B, Cornell, Reserves: Enoch 
L. Fancher, H. C, Conolly. 
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45. New York East.—Cverical : Daniel Curry, James M. Buck- 
ley, Albert S. Hunt, Daniel A. Goodsell, Moses L. Scudder. Re- 
serves: Levi S. Weed, George F. Kettell. 

Lay: Oliver Hoyt, George G. Reynolds. Reserves: John 
French, John E. Searles, Jun. 


46. North Carolina.—Cverical: Matthew Alston. Reserve: 
William G. Matton. 
Lay: John W. M’Adoo. Reserve: John P. Morris. 


47. Northern New York.—Cverica/ : Samuel Call, Isaac S. Bing- 
ham, Eli C. Bruce, William R. Cobb, Gardner Baker. Reserves: 
La Fayette D. White, Sidney O. Barnes. 

Lay; William Whitney, John B. Edwards. Reserves: J. C. 
Cooper, J. C. Hunt. 


48. North Indiana.—C/erical: William S. Birch, Samuel N. 
Campbell, Ner H. Phillips, Abijah Marine. Reserves: M. H. 
Mendenhall, E. Holdstock. 

Lay: Aaron C. Swayzee, Joseph H. Defrees. Reserves: Charles 
C. Binkley, George W. Breckenridge. 


49. North Ohio.—Cverical:; Francis S. Hoyt, George Mather, 
William H. Painter. Reserves: Gaylord H. Hartupee, Daniel D. 


T. Mattison. 
Lay: George W. Geddes, Edwin C. Griswold. Reserves: H. 
S. Camp, Horace Benton. 


50. North-west German.—C/erical: Frederick Kopp. Re- 
serve: Henry Roth. 
Lay: Edward F. Mues. Reserve: Henry Klaus. 


51. North-west Indiana.—CZerical : John L. Smith, Charles A. 
Brooke, Aaron Wood. Reserves: I. W. Joyce, William Graham. 

Lay: James F. Darnall, Jesse MCR: Reserves: J. Q. A. 
Perrine, L. B. Simms. 


52. North-west lowa.—Cverital: Bennett Mitchell. Reserve: 
L. Hartsough. 
Lay: Isaac Garmoe. Reserve: John R. Lemon. 


53. Ohio.—CZerical: Robert W. Manly, Joseph M. Trimble, 
Frederick Merrick, Timothy W. Stanley. Reserves: Andrew B. 
See, Barzillai N. Spahr. 
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Lay: William T. M'Clintock, Fla. Drinkle. Reserves:..L. J. 
Critchfield, William Y. Miles. 


94. Oregon.—Cverical': .Nehemiah Doane. | Reserve: Isaac 
Dillon. 


Lay :,Rufus Willard. ..Reserve:-E..N. Cooke. 


95. Philadelphia.—Cverical: Robert M. Hatfield, William J. 
Paxson, John F. Chaplain, William B.-Wood,. Curtis F. Turner. 
Reserves: Jacob Todd, William H. Elliott. 

Lay: Thomas W. Price, Augustus .O. Hiester. . Reserves: 
J. K. Seigfried, James Long. 


56. Pittsburgh.— Cverzcal : Samuel H. Nesbit, Charles W. Smith, 
Joseph Horner, Richard L. Miller, Hiram Miller, Israel C., Persh- 
ing. Reserves: J. Williams, S..M. Hickman. 


Lay: John W. F. White, Cornelius Aultman. Reserves: Charles 
N. Allen, P. H. Laufman. 


57. Providence.—C/erical : Dudley P. Leavitt, Ensign M’Ches- 
ney, Daniel A. Whedon, William H. Stetson. Reserves: John 


W. Willett, Micah J. Talbot. 


Lay: John Kendrick, Lucius D. Davis. Reserves: Abner L. 


‘Westgate, Norris G. Lippitt. 


58. Rock River. — C/ertcal: Charles H. Fowler, William A. 


“Smith, Samuel A.W. Jewett, Festus P. Cleveland, Luke Hitch- 


cock. |: Reserves ::W. S..Harrington,:Minor Raymond. 


Lay: Robert F..Queal, Henry Green. .. Reserves: Orrington 
Lunt, Otis Hardy. 


_,59. Rocky Mountain.—C/verical: George M. Pierce. Reserve: 


‘dD. G. Strong. 


Lay: James B. M’Kean. Reserve: W. Van Orsdell. 


_/60. South Carolina. — Clerical: Alonzo..Webster. Reserve: 
E. M. Pinckney. 


Lay: W.R. Jervey. «Reserve :-Charles H.: Holloway. 
61. South-eastern Indiana.—C/erical: Jeremiah H. Bayliss, 


‘Fernando C. Holliday. Reserves: J. G. Chaffee, J. H. Tevis. 


Lay: Will Cumback, Alexander C. Downey. . Reserves: John 
W. Ray, John H. F Miley: 


* 
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62. Southern German.—C/erical : Frederick Schuler. Reserve: 
Carl Urbantke. 

Lay: Frederick Bloomberg. Reserve: Frederick Doelfeld. 

63. Southern Illinois.—CZerical: George W. Hughey, John W. 
Locke, Joseph Earp. Reserves: Benjamin R. Pierce, J. Van 
Cleve. 

Lay: John H. Gunn, A. W. Metcalf. Reserve: I. Perry 
Johnson. 

64. South Kansas.—C/erical : Daniel P. Mitchell, Allen Buck- 
ner. Reserves: A. K. Johnson, P. T. Rhodes. 

Lay; Edwin W. Cunningham, William B. Smith. 

65. South-west German.—CZerical : Hermann Koch, William 
Koeneke. Reserves: John Schlagenhauf, H. Nauman. 
Lay: G. F. Niedringhaus, G. W. Marquardt. Reserves: D. C. 
Smith, John Hetzler. * 

66. St. Louis——C/erical: Benjamin St. James Fry, James L. 
Walker. Reserves: J. J. Bentley, J. W. Pierce. 

Lay: Clinton B. Fisk, Henry C. Fike. Reserves: William P. 
Owen, A. S. W. Goodwin. 

67. Tennessee.—C/Zerical : John Braden. Reserve: C. Pickett. 

Lay: R. Brown, Reserve: Abraham F, Lillard. 

68. Texas.—CZerical : Wm.L. Molloy. Reserve: Murray Cole. 

Lay : Gabriel Todd, Jun. Reserve: Thomas Freeman. 

69. Troy.—Clerical: Thomas A. Griffin, Erastus Wentworth, 


Joel W. Eaton, Hiram C. Sexton, John M. Webster. Reserves: 
Lorenzo Marshall, Homer Eaton. ; 
Lay : George L. Clark, William Wells. Reserves: Joseph Hill- 
man, Harvey Wendell. 


70. Upper lowa.—Cverical: Alpha J. Kynett, Emory Miller, 
William F. King, Joel B. Taylor. Reserves: E. Skinner, W. F. 
Paxton. 

Lay : Dennis N. Cooley, Hiram Price. Reserves: S. A. Knapp, 
C. L. Mozier. 


71. Vermont.—Cverical : William R. Puffer, Richard Morgan, 
J. Durkee Beeman. Reserves: Harvey Webster, A. L. Cooper. 


Lay: Asa M. Dickey, R. L. Jones. Reserves: Isaac N. Hall, 
C. S. M’ Allister. 


S 
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72. Virginia. — Clerical: Arch’d J. Porter. Reserve: Samp- 
son Richardson. . 


Lay: William M. Wright. Reserve: George C. Round. 
73. Washington.—Cverical : William W. Foreman, Nathaniel M, 


Carroll. Reserves: Robert H. Robinson, Perry G. Walker. 


Lay: James W. Cochran, Thomas B. Snowden. Reserves: 
George W. Mason, James A. Harris. 


74. Western New York.—C/erical: Sandford Hunt, John B. 
Wentworth, William H. De Puy, Kasimir P. Jervis, John N. 
Brown. Reserves: King D. Nettleton, Andrew F. Morey. 

Lay: Edmund Ocumpaugh, Henry H. Otis. Reserves: H. J. 
Olmstead, Hiram Davis. 


75. West Texas.—C/erical ; William Brush. Reserve: Daniel 
Gregory. 
Lay: J. M. Holland. Reserve: M. B. Walker. 


76. West Virginia.— Clerical : James W. W. Bolton, John M. 
Powell, Daniel H. K. Dix. Reserves: A. Hall, Franklin Ball. 

Lay: Benjamin F. Martin, G. W. Atkinson. Reserves: John 
J. Brown, C. F. Scott. 


77. West Wisconsin. — Clerical: William Hamilton, William 
Haw, Peter S. Mather. Reserves: J. E. Irish, A. R. Dudgeon. 

Lay: Mertof Herrick, David W. Ball. Reserves: E. E. Bent- 
ley, E. C. French. 


78. Wilmington.—Cverical: Lucius C. Matlack, Wm. E. En- 
gland. Reserves: John B. Quigg, J. H. Caldwell. 

Lay: John F. Williamson, Thomas Mallalieu. Reserves: Will- 
iam J. Jones, George C. Tyler. ; 


79. Wisconsin.—C/Zerical : George M. Steela William P. Stowe, 
Henry Colman, James M. Walker. Reserves: A. Haagensten, 
Joseph Anderson. 

Lay : Daniel Mowe, Edwin Hyde. Reserves: George Rogers, 
M. D. Moore. 


80. Wyoming.—Clerical : Reuben Nelson, John G. Eckman, 
William H. Olin, Henry Wheeler.. Reserves: W. G. Queal, G. R. 
Hair. 


Lay: Horace G. Prindle, Payne Pettibone. Reserves: G. E. 
Palen, C. D. Hammond. ; 
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‘All the Electoral Conferences of Laymen, except those of Ger- 
many and India, elected lay delegates. One reserve ministerial 
delegate has died'since his election, Rev. J. Van’Cleve, of the 
Southern Illinois Conference. 
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Pp VAR 6 AW Sainsome ec opeunabaddesducuens New Hampshire. 
DwACAINS, Wrracciamoctse nistcioo ee ata aaa sin pa ac Mississippi. 
BeAIston. wWathhe wat «Vues cna chee eee eee North Carolia: 
4 Andrus, Reuben....... Sirens A AOOT OOOO S.0 . Indiana. 
5 Baker Gardnetns cesses ree! Reape v ane tei eee Northern New York. 
6) Barnes, DOF staccte ee cont ls state daretgrctie tele oF8 Michigan. 
Gp BaTEOWS; Le D2 < cise cierto oe 0 EE Sie Cee New Hampshire. 
OU DALES lA Viner en iran ts ats get vcicttete cas ...+ New York. 
oBavliss, Wo tre we ee Rt ree S. Eastern Indiana. 
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CHESDEO PGP Wis ce cova wen cede ero Erie. 

Caley MCD Aes Scares ees sais tebe biagedes New. Hampshire. 
Sl ar Walliams van Foes, sive Sole bia, tanslensin .... New England. 
Clarke;-G."W". es sed: Ree ous ere ef Re rsh es Erte ; 
SES OIL a coir a rag ee aa ee ea California. 
Cleveland Pestussb esc rs 1 ttt sce ae Sa eeiere Rock River. 
Cobbs Walltsinthe s.. 252 o ca hteesets eee Northern New York 
MOUDANGETEIMY coos coos cle cet ocisete ores Wisconsin. 
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Davies! Ri) Nes we terete ee fate es “aos Illinois. 
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NOE Mins OMA ICS, L127 tele ciotetst sists eeelats .... Germany & Switz’nd, 
ASIP ANVIS ING crest etch le enon nen nee Newark. 
Eat py! JOSe PATE He. oorevateretatatarereteteretetete! etetete etere’s Southern Illinois. 
Watony-JOcle Wein. cccteer veececsdeseeasca Troy. 
Eckman, JOWtPGee .eccrerecciecetetetistetatetetatetetetetetetete Wyoming. 
Edwards, Avtar. 20 cre cece oto teste costes Detroit. 
iehoved eiavcl, WW ho Serraino Bon UIC ROD OOOG Dano ee Wilmington. 
EArIWIMK | ATINCS 3 os atetssel ete et at SO DiC OORaa anes ne Central New York. 
JONWELIGS IIb (Eas bale coo nGo> Beno Lan O Une DUnotnS Central Illinois. 
ER Set Me em) aia is /s,055 cis oxsis C.seve'e S195 ops. e etsis\s Georgia. 
isk io @wiSyik cos sss 2 sce Ate Sent loa aceree! Detroit. 
uitz Gora dual ees aING Weert fs tele! ele, levels lo\n'a.s, «7h ste Newark. 
Mein onmlenpl Uepbarin, ooemia aieceievssecsis.acs career fecsis Des Moines. 
ES OMOTINAUTI sain VV IEVE Vested acts, co Solel crtve atolls e wlio helene Washington. 
Biossi Cy nus. ose ss es CREO OTe eMeReR CTS New York. 
Howie ten Claale Sat dccorcsc/ seep cystarevereere i, aisleie sve ci Rock River. 
POG G Shilo NV sears: 0:27.01 9576 2-0 Sao shee Mio iehans wiere East German. 
IS ARMY SIE EISS cheapo usr) oso obe oes St. Louis. 
Hueraee LASTS ©). actslas.s.s)eusicisors «\s.4 0.0 0 2's'ei6'6 Georgia. 

2 
GeOLGewAUCMStIS! Coy lt rite evere/erey tacts ale" Central New York. 
OOD Sel AIAG sch pla cals too ein shale acne time New York East. 
Graves mN MMi aia Chery aes aiara cece coe teee heres Holston. 


14 Alphabetical List of Ministerial Delegates. 
Delegates. Conferences. 
76 Graw, Jacob Bia... « AabosbOOSeOSe sisieiasie, DNCWAJCTSEVs 
77a Greeny, EMO CR erase «eis sesiers enisvepeynicenresiei git New Jersey. 
7 OMGtitting PM OMASP AG a = <1ee\s here aia/eiaieterslereierelsielals Troy. 
79 Hamilton, William............. PM ease acted West Wisconsin. 
SOLHam lin; BenfamIinyD nic. «1s \iseets eieveleteleeieie eiais Central Pennsylvania. 
OU ANiINe tem RICH ANG WV wloye) care shere ileal excisisieeiers Arkansas, 
Sze LamMOond, LOMNLO sa e.cs << morc west eiemineieis Nevada. 
83 Hanlon, Thomas... .. Stelovajeicrs eretstetetenetetanctdae New Jersey. 
PE OAMELALtZCl Sy Cx tera iiyc ce acct dee ote e sutaters ete Louisiana. 
Shy IBEMITAL Mole thi Cs ec nyo imor ory Ono Soae Philadelphia. 
GOMELAVEN GeO) ercterware ten he clehiacicle celoiee are res Central New York. 
OT MELAW WV HATTIE oeltetcts etctare clelsloretee che tnero ePatclals West Wisconsin. 
SSmLiavomrlay dened rclelsteitclelastecteiseterts) sclere Indiana. 
89 Heisley, Charles W........ pier orstereys SHebocatc New Jersey. 
QOMELEMEM WA Yau tisy Ociciots sietelclersevelsieieicts ote sistelcreie’s Michigan. 
Olebitchcock ee LukGy. sc s sits tastes aloet Rock River. 
OME Olliday MCHA e536 css sie sels slo cies sy atoletatenar one S. Eastern Indiana. 
93 Holman, C..... omouo Ub6ow RE SUDO COON OD Les Kansas. 
oss Lomenrs|Osepling ss... 056 earere sehatalciets silatenace Pittsburgh. 
Qo LOVER CH FANCIS |S Saisie alse of stsre ye ersiieys sea cune North Ohio, 
GO BEANS NEY GOTT SH Wis's crete orerelsicie chelelelele ciaiel¥eF-4 Southern Illinois. 
OTMPUUN TAL Dette te tetalos infers tale lsieletclsrajleres eat New York East. 
OSM tea EOL te i.'.\'0 oie 0 zoie’etererine cle totelersneyers exer Western New York. 
GO PIsUT LET pi Wiridiarsies.. 5 0js pcsieceusyeleilsiece ieyapsee pore wie lone Central Illinois. 
TOOMELUNtIMO TOM) DW. Grin ecoceeremien eee -.+..- Central New York. 
TOR Hurlburt Relies 0. o/s s%e Bato cteieveloretate misioere oes 
MOZMEAUES Ci liom gare ale(chodajareretaseCapsietacersporemicceyois oeeee. Newark. 
TOG MINES Ribs selnts hie ata she, cic aicicseusicte:ochies ci oleae leis lesions Central New York. 
LOsm) ACOKES pw DANIC Co, eisye'sle:cretsratsicie eleieeie ie eee DELTOIts 
LOSMIAQUES © DALKCDI rs sn ccislaltls cravat s «wcrc ctetclarde Maine. 
FOO ClviSyeleASini tel: ta srecere staercvac cisaitetereteleroreteters Western New York, 
Ome) CWiLUg OATS HELA Wistatesielslsicres siete terslcterorcisie nie Rock River. 
TOSMOCElVIT AG CONSENS sero ejciseniss steleieneie Ghalelotornate Michigan. 
LOOmOllevssOOND ET tyes seve cistern cine eseeee. Delaware. 
110 King, William F......... HONORS dads dd Ged Upper Iowa. 
BRERISOCH, Lb cieo.e cg ts sed a 6 eisinye sofa ceteris South-west German. 
MZ ICOCHEKE WILATI prac: cieicioe en ete come mee nie oe South-west German. 
HIN OWICO DD eallemens caeciicieere too chis clr ioecine .. North-west German. 
PILAR VCEU [GANDA IS « civtel slarsrors core ts ois oe eeeierce mao Upper Iowa. 
* 
115 Lanahan, John..... ersredagetetsiere aval ai eve ievetesaiscc iors . Baltimore. 
LIOPMealom eames mare cies ease ote Sslercuqesretsieac st tens Illinois. 
LIZ ee eavittMudley Pveaiecc's va claisteesie neste: .... Providence. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
718 Liebhart, Henry...... avotafetereretsleicbenstcteletetatiatale Central German. 
LLOMIELOV ANSE Wilet ober cisve-vesyotrotetarers sheet ahitordrateneh ste Kansas. 
120; Locke fonnUW sesso cu casas deng dander +s... Southern Illinois, 
I2t) Roeber Christian -Ax.s.).ve. ss dined Raa aeN yah oee Chicago German, 
£22, LOWFEY; MASDULY 4 sino ik aueewer ene .-.. Cincinnati, 
DWE VOM Pawnee clave as.t.FarsPoletoteneratere wletolerckotelolsttohonare 7 Erie: 
SM ACE aM ay i o/s e.> s a.8 see Wisse: ¢ s.20k he ye boys GRO SLON: 
M25 OManivetMOWGGe Wi. ances es lets eeciacee oe Maan Olior 
T2Om Vanier Awoc sti, ccs BIG id) a2 ee ceeton Te ein ohn area North Indiana. 
TA PUTO A OB arse d's sig ee wi o.are Gvissa'c Shea aoe Cincinnati. 
PRO MAEAGAIO GANT st csc ae ts cia tee o's be cats Missouri. 
P29 Mathers George vical sists arccee ctislers wie .eee--- North Ohio. 
PSG SMACK Eee Gaede won Felsen on ote en West Wisconsin. 
BE at ae i bai Co soe erste iene c ordeals dianeteldacewne Wilmington. 
Map E ESM ey WISMSIOM cei) oa1a"s.shate eusielcie « crevete eters Providence. 
Tose MoIIonamds PN Wace cece y Soredvoudselste sees Towal 
134 MeaDonalds AG. Goteessisxcacabeserendeceers Mississippi. 
PSS WEHOITOV WONG secre occ.cieoeadcsetseessoes Illinois. 
130s MulNeownMAndrewessc tess. aiccrsde teas sees New England. 
1377 Mi Kinleys Weis. s DH oHATeASOA UE HOOS ».... Minnesota. 
Po Ome ViehipNCkml LeGehiCk wyercters cisssic eis oe sie setae Ohio. 
ecto MMSE Kole A nig soe boas SERS DN ee ’ New York. 
AOw Vine tscNV iy bia. iac teak ss. cihe sie cis ele a ieee Alabama. 
Tre Miller eri chardvls cays c.cletnen stee Saege daca’ Pittsburgh. 
Rao Miller Hiiramiry cc soins Gettomiesiccs ce olhessis aisiees Pittsburgh. 
Araya Ville re visa O gyi reys evexekeuel oicucrevereiars/oiare lave csrec-h oprisvets Upper Iowa. 
TAA VILE MEl nL MOM PSO. <r Meleleie steletotole sieie slolarars Central Pennsylvania. 
145 Mitchell, Bennett....... mrcetolehorereieisrercleterciols .. North-west Iowa. 
WA OMIVUiteslNe Moen) kes .e actos 'o\oke care eieielota: staveince ne opaiseorste South Kansas. 
TAZe Molloy mWViliaMien esc cce cee cells oe iby Boy. GA Texas. 
PASM NLOMLOE LD AVG: Sines select ele sale ale alo eye's tate .. Central Pennsylvania. 
His) MOOG. (Comin Gre bacustobooinnos eoncanno- Cincinnati. 
‘o> Migodes isle lsladchecnonateochhs Gu mDOO One rbe iSvater 
Hist Mei yeaiees Lila 3).cbb ekcbdiobcosnadkon und Baltimore. 
Peo MObmAI ne hc iG ote cases Loch sre ncete hes Vermont. 
ise ySIM Iii: NN: IRs <n Shen oe SOOO OCCUR SHaueoU Caos Lexington. 
LSA m Newman) OMM P< 1c tater wieteloteleieforels foto a teielere ats Baltimore. 
E55- Nesbit, Samuel ITs... 65.0550 Regiart 1c Start Pittsburgh. 
156 Nelson, Reuben. ........ volefe tutors tlteteterolieletets ial Wyoming. 
BGP NingdepNVWilliam’ xr. s\aeie-s ecie\e © iOSOUCODE eee CeLOlEs 
158 Olin, William H...... ekateteerers Bieta lolerotatetotetetaters Wyoming. 


159 O'Neal,“ H. Hues. scenes retetatetntevetotele las¥alsvare Des Moines. 


ra 


16 

Delegates. Conferences. 
TEOMBAaIMter AAV aM TA oso oso ce eteceseceseye uesene eusae ie North Ohio. 
FOU Palmer etGeouee IR 5 12.21. eucueccionesenecees TOUS OOK Central Illinois. 
GH Pe idkae, Es Dna pe eee oe Oe OSD SAO OS ODE SELON Kentucky. 
LOZ Ea RSON AW AIMAIN J) << 1016,0,0:0c010,9,-545250q2.0eueie1e)* eee is Philadelphia. 
ROAM PCIe Rallis be ieioui re cei ciemisrieecnine Michigan. 
Gig Jaoves WS Pre pongaqegsoussosoNGunTHos6 Pittsburgh. 
Mul Mollie ING Gels We anonnoD eo sooone sao North Indiana. 
TOV PNET CGH Gree Vices mteeareicieies cele: steve. eter erasal svar ae Rocky Mountain. 
TOCRE OCLC PATCOIDAIC. Jira steciecielelcine sie tare vale eum VARS INIIAs 
ROQME OW Cll aan lesser beriteteyerstats ate etre Sersrsracrnes West Virginia. 
TWAS) Lanse, iso RYN Goa cone odpodoou noo gubor .. lowa. 
7 TaN A Us a CcCOLM Cmts creteter toby ote cistorereletel® er etersrorats East Maine. 
U7 De BY ETUIGE VV est eeal siol ciate: aie ohcfeuatel ne eve) wracaune vores Illinois. 
fe) Lelie Nine Ss Conn peedacoub Godan Dundes Vermont. 
Aa @) Wear mtetl Kore rtamatstens cectaretoretoerstetetsicte lotetoreters Central New: York. 
175 Reid, Johng MM. -.......,.,. BODO CPOE OOD ON SoMuOEC Michigan. , 
176 RicésWalliam..,..-.2-.24: 2600 DVOSOOO OOO S New England. 
igi? IIe 39 Es) debe Ope HODOpAD ADDS OPO OOUOOIOC Central Pennsylvania. 
178 RidgawayzHenry B... 2.22.2. cede sees oa ai New York. 
1/7 Quo aAReibe taped COD snipe sieiejeleleseisjsie,s)sepel ieee ae Central German, 
TSOUOCI let TEGO Ksleleicia a\xroicle1e ole icralereisleneroreios Southern German. 
FOUMOCUCC CIS VIOSESt les myo siicn saelcrerc cia ose aapeseiee New York East. 
iieky SEeins ene 65 Gashnodaesoodoucesdcuc Troy. 
183 Slaughter, William B..... Dipiaie oapagelauirstaxstene omize Nebraska. 
TOA OMA ita | AMA Caa aretelalaicte sitet «i ieee sieie eo ierslore-eielels Detroit. 
TSMR OLIE DL CIM aden Vere, ore) cl axezstorer the iatsi ovens ie ecereie siete ters North-west Indiana. 
TOO omithe (Gharies Wit acct sce ee « elaie ayaeiers ores Pittsburgh. 
AS 7m SINGIN Vallis CAM ote scocc he) sleteley Sy eforsgoieyoreverstonert Rock River. 
Tom stan eye lsinaOcO ye Wo ccjeic/aitrelcleievote clone vebetorsieine Ohio. 
ESOUSTC SON AV VAI MAM VEL fc.0, 0 ofa)s)stcicielcccln clever er eieicgs Providence. 
ft OO SS LOME ys GUMS eet fail sieieseieleielcssisicivctelel tershele tones East Maine. 
HOt SHOT Geayne Nu dootwooosooonedoocouasdos Wisconsin. 
OZ sOLOWE ENV MATING byo.0 eie,-.s\o.cceleloieleiessix)sistole dale iots Wisconsin. 
HORST AVION aD. cee tea see Aes e eae Nhe Se Upper Iowa. 
TOA A DHODUENS 4 aMES IME. So's o)e/ale ais ele eaeialeteleloles India. 
195 Torsey, Henry P...... aiataveieisiors Weaterort 6 a sete Maine. 
196 Trimble; #ossph Moos esse cre reeoee Sale gusee Ohio. 
197 Turnet; William S .,....s.2222> Sicletp tere .»» California. 
198 Turner, sGurtis F......,. pavipieire bres unis . Philadelphia. 
POO MUNGEFWOOG,, Ws vicina evens cn oleae ons eerie Central Illinois, 
200. Weald erShOln Moo o0.6i6 sore se ious,er0 cebeiapsaieneys ..» Cincinnati. 
201 Wealketf Jacki... ewer cece eee ones apes Sps'sGy Oh aeOUISs 
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Alphabetical List of Ministerial Delegates. . 
Delegates. Conferences: 
202 WalkereameeM ois cose ddan dunes thew’ Wisconsin. 
203 Ware, Daniel........ aineea ae See -.. Liberia: 
204 Warren WAR). occ vee ceeds EL ER EES New England. 
205 Waters, Wesley G............ Semis an Central Ohio. 
206 Webster, Norman............ ay tenovgeree .... Florida. 
BOT: NV CDSLCTMUNIAAAS a Ad a di certyete ors aoe Sema South’ Carolina, 
Zon Webster, Jonni M6. 0csacecssdsecdeceiieia Troy. 
209 Wentworth; Erastus........0...0sc00. ose.» EEOY. 
210 Wentworth). fohn Bi... ccccc ce cececccecces Western New York, 
211 Wetherbee, Seba F....... OOD ESCA aI Maine. 
212 Wheatley, R.... .. saad raed ye oot sages eis eo New York. 
213 Whedon, Daniel A............... ArexaO iy Providence. 
DEA WW MECClER AUMOGE. «or. Ate hee cou dede oo hae. Erie. 
ZIG Wiheelen TiOMiys oie 6, 65 55,6656,4856 cane cadens Wyoming. 
PUSS UID EY | (SNS Es See eee ey en er ae ..... E, Oregon and Wash, 
DOTNET, SV Wee. ot cece evens RUN Aa SiR TAS Central Ohio, 
218 Witting, Victor......... SE oMODE CODCOD Or ee Central Illinois, 
ZTOUNVOOG A ALOM « giot «sci s sors, ers s Good onencaod North-west Indiana. 
220 Wood, William B............... srvereece ..-- Philadelphia: 
DEK SAWN TiS at Comm VVici tli is )20i 2/30) 5) 0s osioreu ie, 4 oeeeeee Minnesota. 
22% Zaring, William? M.............sec008 HANS Ci Indiana. 
Mike 
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Delegates. Conferences: 
1 Adamsy.Ge Hades... esc vercscecee EPC eee OR RRE Colorado. 
QE CTI Pett Mutat. oy of oc owosb of sl cvayeh a olctap ehol shot Sioteterais East Maine. 
Bralllencermelaaevrye ttscc.< csi eres sie wah orale ate! ieee Louisiana. 
A MDUCTSONPNOSOD. o-.cic. ce sciercciecmeieiagesd eels Wisconsin. 
5 Ball, Franklin....... mie lekderearebaie} atest aheretafereretare West Virginia. 
Gislaan esr. tO ont candace adele Cowaeesee eels Northern New York. 
PP DAUeS ee Meets cise cide esses dela Saele.cccte see New England. 
De Dentley iit tie dass oss oe Uussnesssaass St. Louis. 
Gubrasher, witli cd. wclve ssa sveuacsencevep eds Alabama. 
TO Breezerede fate. op o.e.e, 21m 218000, 01 9p e0eies sieges 0.9.0,6 . Des Moines. 
11 Brice, A: Ly... .. MOT COREMOS SOC HORS OE Ieee Newark. 
TaUButlerAWiell? ode esos scsenceaneqeae sece sees Missouri: 
E35) Caldwell Petes occ cere oc eere:e.e0.0,0\0.siejeie. 2,2 Wilmington. 
t4> Ghaflees Fa Majeic. cece ceas cece iecesee serene Central Illinois. 


Hib) Chattee, Jan Geets 6, erere.cieiejeve,mererelere.e,01 Rites tayiiels South-eastern Ind. 
2 


@ 


18 Ministerial Reserve Delegates. 

Delegates. Conferences, 
[Koy (CN) WE Retcte pis ss Goce COOUN D aehahate eererett Texas. 
F7 Collins NG sites cece 3 e Ne eae d Des Moines. 
P82 COOPER omnes soi 1-F5' 110/010) sha areata cia taran restos far Delaware. 
VQ (Coopers PAG wielere -/a1-i-'asere/oVorololefepelolele fraterstet=tolele Vermont. 
20 Cowles, Wie Ds 2). ::i0'00%00 atefokshckebotctsletepetoroteletesene Iowa. 
ZU CVANS Wp owl sfale wie aJetoterolousle = ereke teatele efeletctoustelots Newark. 
22 sWEnnett, W ESIC Vs rien zie cere eiole si ciieyee ete reyeoionene California. 
DIU DEputiemPaMeS hls. srcrelle «tele SASK Goticie So Liberia. 
2Ay Dillon lSaactera. ctlatcteretels sfefcretetcle SCORE AEs Oc Oregon. 
ZG WimMMaittie |e: Peenicl-eeele lee elevate elessvare otatate oneterone Illinois. 
20 DonelSOmmPn Ons ss etrec tis «2 eles ntalens elolete tefelote Central Ohio. 
27 WOW TSS) WAL OTe 2 5, rozere ra tateteretatelotaroaetateiaiacetevelats Baltimore. 
28 Dudgeon, A. R........ BSDOSCORONE DD RDS OSG West Virginia. 
Zu IW ATO wld ONE Trem ters oie! ot olelolerelotstetsie ciaienerataten-totsts Troy. 
30) ESINOtt Wit EL ee te: <test7-101 otetiote\ olora{fo%ssstenatojecsheatere Philadelphia. 
Bre ord ely ea ih.6. cr retelareretsts/afalelerevele eigtelsielsie'sieleqe AE KADSAS: 
32m GOSSHAV Vin Seiesstetarererclciaicrefs cieteTsitis orere aes eee New York. 
33, Graham mW itlialnter.7.tfelelevete siete of eieloryaisin eeisiste North-west Indiana. 
SANGreen rlepese cere cee TA OPORTO EOD Sam Louisiana. 
35 GLEZOLY, etl n ah evcbshole ejasererstoiedersiets Sees West Texas. 
30 Haagensonyn Ars: tcac safe stewards cine fonds ;. Wisconsin. 
Soi lai, (Ga diouekae Siaiarvenstauepedeletarsh tajaratatecvaater aye siete Wyoming. 
38 Hall AMiciw.c.. By or tain en vot ... West Virginia. 
30 mi Laini iON URW eae. «/arerchictei ocr etevehararalovseerelerols Lexington. 
AOvAaney,RICMATG =, nrajelsiajere aister aisle wile ale . Central Illinois 
Alo Harmountye Aves c cc ccs So oes e neo Central Ohio. 
A2 warned eieto7 ws cicic.0 toca eisierbierseeeaieeiale - Indiana, 
AZ MELATIINSCOM see Sac sisieve cients erchelceatetane eae ee mays New Hampshire. 
AAS EL ATTAIN STOO W ch Oise cielecsr sore eiete ereteie care reer Rock River. 
ASMIATEISON Ja Gsm sci cccis vac se ocean ne deere Kentucky. 
AOWMETATtSOUS Mls as cscs as eicielee see wictbave scarce North-west Iowa. 
AG PELATEMP ECs Cre ke barare s crstks/s cis ctciereaierr eet North Ohio. 
ASE LeACOCKIMEL ME er. scree chejetenetcrheietelerherr meet . California. 
AO PEL CTINANS Esa eres iets cteteiererhe a eistaleterseal oiovereren ets Central New York. 
ROM EICKMAMItS .f Net ates. latote cl eraieleterstetectetetehanelan tele Pittsburgh. 
BRERA) OV Viat Cary rechiars e"cseeralevern oi iatane elblereVohatete New England. 
Be RINGS ERG OEN 1 5%oiarn1ala's°aPoie's 0° soteleialel ee E. Oregon and Wash. 
36), 1SK@lE irs (Cols SUD MORO SOOM IA OOS OOO. Minnesota. 
GA ELOIASUO GK HEIR. 2%. ro raistelcralatoitevote o70's tetetenemetataleYard North Indiana. 
5 soles, (Ci Jaina ho acaee ay ODEON BEG o hc Central Pennsylvania, 
SOME LY Ceti) ameraverteenatcherc slate! slot. slotaratcleleislaate sone ...- Holston. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 

DIE fe Pe iter sehen she OUST Sela ke EES West Wisconsin. 
JohnsonweAMikKe. o)6 coe. 32 araiialerateve er Srerterdtel sate South Kansas. 
OUNSOM PMG RS « «,ve:cierens.s Seveleveraierehactear cues nies Mississippi. 

JOSH CRE ON. 5,02 Tesiisfanattetonolel-s/¥r cain Pavey ekecab recone East German. 

ON se LSt MMR 2 corde isveed-cvelele ersnorereta once keane Michigan. 

OV.COWI VV RRING.. ccc tients cls nn 2 sa cio bit is nase North-west Indiana, 
INOMG Rael ees sree niet ac cee PODMO GOEGO ORS Georgia. 

USCS EN) Ce ek ee New York East. 
IREAGOT oD Erste satsies: 65.515 aicie e-cresaie:s, ceo crala.tic _. New Jersey. 
KUNA cll 9 SO nRe nee ABNO aC aes New York. 
WAAC ITS eee ne cicin cornea ote wen eae Maine 

MEAWEN CEng ccrasccie eiecss ciocie sare ccs AG bBoOaGD Kansas. 

ILS ls \Madeeeerer trae Sse cisedte bu bd OS Georgia. 
WBUIGEISEAC eteiscaicec cinere neicterneee ce ele tienes Maine. 

Mark; BB... airs ois! tsharens iorstalarsivisvera'e Ne cskyel orsisie Iowa 
MarshalieeOLenZGer ac eccrere eaters: Shao Troy. 

INAtSON UD Orel cre ietacie cs ccc neces North Ohio. 

VIA THOT NY a Greetectce Micros timers e este tee faere North Carolina. 
Nesdiellel jd ee oaneandises GGebeoueuer sess) Nebraska, 
IMGESGOWMeVarbacicc Soe wet. ceicias ere ectcsis eieite Detroit. 
Micravarsrnlrzl lin eat & lappa parca ais ore wer North Indiana. 
NIG AVNGIESNAUS Guisneeaaodaooenoonuens dee Western New York. 
iN inline Gla Ws cls iowa olnauln poN Som ORD Chicago German. 
Nase Villian Ye 1c :cterescre-efe Neale ierolcratetesenaretors Central German. 
INeutieoicy JE Sate See Rae OOO Mim iearicreiy South-west German. 
ING tHELOMPOIGID e wpececonctotcnoiscsreretstcnslietc/e'eie7s cishalelers Western New York. 
INGiina Sot WWM etait ocras od cuslitis encraustevevenclareaeiasale ais ve Nevada. 

INTE | SEIMEI eee sie co ctararencratelrenehe losis aleve nie\ei(oisret tole Ger. and Switzerl’d. 
Randioae WG 105 ods pom 6 BONS HOD AO RNUnOOr Upper Iowa. 
iDEA (ks gba es Uae oe OU Onn Omens Tennessee. 

LHe tees Ile INES o cbuda an ormCO OOO Eee BE ceeee St. Louis. 

WET Cen BEM AUAING Rees! 01.e oto s/s 5,tole: oiess © ...- Southern Illinois. 
etal ane Ba IND Seac pba genobepBe coomoubocere South Carolina. 
[EIGLS Ne TAL A Sc Seen Moc ioe aioe Nebraska. 

Queal, WG. 6.6.02. cette ccc e eee renee Wyoming 

Quigg, J. B.....-......-.6- Sdoanvaseusepags Wilmington 
Quimby, S. E...se sees eee cece rete eee eens New Hampshire. 
Rawlins BE oie ie ives oldie vislaiccie re eeis see's Indiana. 

Raymond, Minor........+.++sseeeeeeeseeess Rock River. 
Reddy, William .........-+.--000seseeeeeee Central New York. 


20 Ministerial Reserve Delegates. 


Delegates. ; Conferences. 
07 Reese, Te Minas ..-00 sie ara aoe nee cee Central Pennsylvania. 
Of) LAVA REISS sanpddcnancomomtons copdo0 cote Mississippi. 
QO PIRBOGES Paar rat ace: acct wusie pusiainiceinye ais sie sie etarete South Kansas. 
TOO RICE PWH Gaia since e's eneinie otis avorateieletatereiate Minnesota. 
LOU ~RIGHALASOME Ss © eis slew aid vee 5 toe calle eiale olelaterend Virginia. 
102 Robinson, J. W...sccececcceces eraeielareit atest Michigan. 
1e@g Robinson, R. H......ececeeeceses evarslonn stakes Washington. 
LOAD ROU ABEL ceaytsteiiecin's/ajsters sinus cisterste, share! eleleiiewrerersas North-west German. 
LOG RUSSEL] apomrmm a atcte,sioiaie's ale'=\cisholsiniaisherarcleleieiereierene Detroit. 
106 Riise RES .e 0 Sts ces Moe aor oeerctevotneteiorets Cincinnati. 
LOT Salm Oty Vrecepe calor cleseteievedsteiate weictn's leleisioterelorercies Florida. 
TOS SantordArihetinde. 5 ac nc cece cercloleleraaists ce New. York. 
Hes) aN ER NAN SS onbanneoonoocLCodoT sielecsias South-west. German. 
EVOL OCOUG@ aM a crpate/- cle nee era ala etaioraiey ets aaesrvel a India. 
FTE See, Andrew Beisc is cccccoocses Snore acaveoiete Ohio. 
LEZ SHOCK =D Seidewtetetet acid ataiet kate stelch oisbaholacsl shel atenvetns New Jersey. 
E19) SKINNER ERs oe oat cictelnal oreo aeen Aare Upper Iowa. 
rrqavSlavens, Wukede er! cccisite wees ales screenees averse Kentucky. 
LEG OPCAkeg Witiciad LU iets s sists aysiniclslstei etl aero Baltimore. 
TUOESPADT aie wastes cercis s sisoi chia siete a cians e+-e- Ohio. 
LIZ Spence [OWN RAM. sce cadaeod a wel ae wuss sree Holston.. 
TROP OULONG ees Cectars slelete sole cisis spalsleloreisiensterererere Rocky Mountain. 
TrOWSutherlagd ss Webi. gn atelece cise ho cre siieleleeiee Cincinnati. 
E20 MU ALOE lew bei creia toys tosoxerencloloyoyers ole ierenenwlereleloloioeesis Providence. \ 
EOE eT CVIS; i | cae e ls icsate sis iors 1c eters Saswinte ss svogein a yeversioaetotene S. Eastern Indiana. 
122): Th aupgsciig [Dy ee 0-2 cr aoe ops bo ale rohereeranic Kansas. 
Wage UiGd Gg yc ised 8 es oc owe mepmosewsesens A Gay sostad Philadelphia. 
MeL BE WA ay Aller tate ccved oh to raledoi(odegcwerey soy okeouexoienenexedeLagnio sot Erie: 
reg, Urhamtben Cae. 5 oe. ic sind oust icin wots uinlevornons Southern German. 
126 Vam€leve, J .....:.5...: PSA AGO UL RAT AS Southern Illinois. 
TZ 7a Alec CH a HCUtNs Crs olelare-c- fale ootaletetoteterteretetoistate Washington. 
128) Wardell, Di. .c. ss. Fone entan ete sre sae East Maine. 
UZOMVV ALLE eles Nigeis cles s aeisclc ete stel steers oiele tier Erie. 
TROsVWEDSteln aye. Eline oh. «orera1e a ele ontedneis cistern eee Illinois. 
131 Webster,, Harvey ......-.:2. PERSON ON SOC Vermont. 
POZE Wiech COR. tise scr rae eee peat New York East. 
PSSMUME MN eLeHeisianoeleretetercbeiere tt creheccieet tev een nnS Missouri. 
134 WUC EAD o sfe'n'eleis (a = o's w wie'sin bs eleimenatsioltorg Northern New York. 
FIG OWrilletesmbemvavsersts itz ete ausists eters sath s oar eeere eters Providence. 
136 Willisamsy, Foose, ow ietew eerniere adel cbaiskohohtitakshe .... Pittsburgh 


139° Wunderlighyoe? 066666000 eee eer eeien seat Central German. 
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ean ii aera 
Delegates. Conferences. 
TeAllmany Wiotaiclewioieieis icicle eleie'slas Sfeetetenict Michigan. 
2 Appel, Lows... 0... Saosaons sfeloteteroreietetstoncis ‘Chicago German, 
3 Atkinson, G. W.......... SE GRSEEGRR NO ’.. West Virginia, 
AS AUG TAMICS Gate jeleielalelelare wlale’s 'eloveieiole scleleivverers Kansas. 
§ Aultman; COrmelys.... 0.320. e ese ee cess es Pittsburgh. 
6 Ball, David W...... eens see eee eee'e’ oe». West Wisconsin. 
TeBatemans HDCNEZEL IDs cciceis cee s'cie cs elecaee. California. 
8 Bell, Grahatmv.s%......0.000% ese eens ee 's'ee »LOuisiana, 
Q Blake; Ge Iaens. J cist wree wine elle ere eee a's o'r Minnesota. 
TO Bloombete, Fars « .:.%.'s:s:0%'s'o'e%'e’e'e'e ele" tees sera Southern German. 
11 Bodine, W. H........%% weasveveresecrsecires NEW Jersey, 
12 Brock, S. Gi... +0000 4000044 ee ee MISSOUT, 
13) Brown, Rint 22 oes Me {o's 70 la oS oS 01S wos lee loses Tennessee, 
14 Calderwood, Irwin............ eis cisicisrai stereos East Maine. 
BS Calley CHase WV ciin.w'p a 'sie's- 1s 6.5 6s a' nals. sice sae New Hampshire. 
Op Carter epee ceva Wes olor orem yejeleinus lee ioleieieioisiainiaisie E. Oregon and Wash, 
WuCarskadon;, DHOMAS RR... |.)....0.6.s e.0is:0:010 wisieies'ssie0s Baltimore. 
TSAGhase, M LGA an mas saa ni De ai aineaca wisn ....New Hampshire. 
Foy (lesen ie: MA anauonscouoddos cyanea. Illinois. 
ZOWC ISSO NG CORRE at Nia ieiajans:5/< oreieie(e/s\sieio1sisieieieleieicicrs Lexington. 
2rClarks Cariasss os siwws «10-0 He Sabin SRAM eae Erie. 
ZAG OOD) be ein wivin a.a,6 bie, e.00is 0 sinis 0.5 9: 3.8 Troy. 
23 Cochran, J. W..... Rie cscitie nslais eee ieee aets Washington. 
ZA BCOOLE VAIDENIRISH Wisp 0.50: o10\9\2 10s010 ie inisinlocs ots ous Upper Iowa. 
Zen GOING pl ay seta ek auersyovol oi sisvei s!sisis\oiaieis/cle\e este aires New York. 
AS (CUM SF 1? Be ao AOS SOO OU COORD SUES OO GemOnDOer Central Illinois. 
D7 mC UMDACK WN Mleosttclolsiaivie's s)scrls steleisiets slslele'eteies South-eastern Indiana. 
28 Cunningham, Edwin W .........sccesceess South Kansas. 
29) Darnall hte ser sc 6:05 Pulp aisisl eine sl aioaaietess North-west Indiana. 
BOMDAVISMEMCIUS TIO a talelers ic sic eles.c sisivivinietsis ¢.e.e.0.50 Providence. 
BrpWeckersaURaaadenty g<)2/0\6,0)310:0.0,;¢,5,6,0.0.5 ¢si0's oie Central New York. 
32 DECK CK. Gras Adena SS (oia\e\s e\ere wisieis,s <1056' 10 wes 2192 New York. 
Paar MeitcesnOSeDit Fla: sicis.cm s\n cmacies eusie cje'sie aids North Indiana. 
SAMBICTINIS eit mW Met dic ois lel siele ious eiolcleisieicie.e.c leis Liberia. 


Gi DIS REI 2 EE OG Sean OOO OO CURD DOOSCOOEET Indiana. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
BOA DICKEY iho MoS alone psiece's okies sone be Vermont. 
S7oDickhauteaklow Cars.) cris c's celcise cose te Central German. 
BoaDouney, Alexander C.. 5.00 sects cu comecs South-eastern Indiana. 
BoubrinklewHGrr aes cece elateisivicierieaielsereieiciees Ohio. 
40 Edwards, J. B......... srele siajereloralelereferenie\ersts ate Northern New York. 
Ai Evans, )Obns cncie. « Sleicistel store tociersiersrercrercore s.Colorado. 
A2y Bag ore LG che. 6 HBadgoaododne srafaretsicte Missouri. 
AZeHerin, GeOLges) car wreiseis Sco GUNS Foauobaudass Newark. 
AAV HIKE, Eleni Can atone 8 ojcrereleicisissisie cere etcvcversices St. Louis. 
AGe lish, \GeOrge Wiese. «)« ccc cisie/e isis oiercisioreieisnee Detroit. 
AGOSEHISKy Clintonwbareriecscccosles cece severe ae St. Louis. 
ATBMRENCHS | aontiaats sisters sneitiele sis eisislei ce cleeteet Central New York. 
AS. French, -Mirr sera isis SONAGOOCONAGO sosonsoe Maine. 
49 Garmoe, Isaac...... selererereleetors stoletsisietslaisicsiee North-west Iowa. 
BO. Gatch, iGx Plane kts cscs ieisisie selielelotetetatoie sae Des Moines. 
BiGeddes \Georve Wir. lcislsicieisisisisieeieleeievieieleisiei= North Ohio, 
52 Goodrich, A. J..... pisieisteisisioiea cicisieeeaicieriter Minnesota. 
53) Green, Fenty. cisnis 0 sietsloisisisisiels 400606 «....Rock River. 
54 Griswold, E. C......... sandguG Gasdaseonede North Ohio. 
Rin (Gaiinviy Obes BARE RSS NASR Aanone os secccce eee D0Uuthern Illinois, 
SO HarbinsNat cic sisce cic sioieinie siete sisinieetere(eiere Georgia. 
57 Hartman, Andrew..... sleleleles'sievaicicie sielarsterier: Baltimore. 
58 Hartman, Louis...... sieloresicislelsiercieletsterereleictate Central German, 
59 Haughey; 1. Bi. 5.s1<15 c's sie Rie cisielslo siete cleisietere Glad. 
60 Hendrickson, Charles E......... Sposa0socds New Jersey. 
GIT TENT se Wie Ve ac tava ete ofere dbtondossadoddTacs Illinois. 
G2) Heimicky Mas... caee Slalelafeicleisicreiete alereraierele store West Wisconsin, 
OSuEliester;s A+ © sss iele ore aieieletaterateieleteisiotereleiechete Philadelphia. 
G4 SE ett TORN Wctriss'e oon c-sie'e 6 cae aie iolelevelotsersie Central Ohio. 
65 Holland, J. M....... Sisisie/elorele ele laloroieie/alelereteteye West Texas. 
GOsLTOllow ays Cool cic cieioreiaveretetereis sie cislersielniewieie se tGcOnpia. 
G7a Hoyt Olivers acccrcle sierolelsievotetorerere soeeeee-- New York East. 
GSMEI Vile; LeAWill cc's aise se's\s/e6's og cis slates wees Wisconsin. 
69 Jackson, Mo W...< sccccsccccvccscscveecees CONtral Pennsyivallias 
FOMCTUCV RW ict lhc aisle s'pic.cicie's.c bisiae eis eens .....90uth Carolina. 
TP GOUCE is lass cleats Dis So.cie.eeie'w b'e'e sate ei sietetsie Vermont. 
72 Keener, William........0.0000% FI OOS Arkansas. 
73 Kendrick, John....... sseeessepuceeee te oees ErOvIGences 
Th AGAWFEDCE wm Gee W eens tes ses sunk ss abe .....Alabama. 


75 Lawrence, William................ eeee-+eeCentral Ohio. 


‘ 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
76: MahinpesOHin ii. cs avksegectaswewsedacees Iowa. 
77 Mallalieu, Thomas....... Ser vane ane ae aveetls Wilmington. 
78 Marquardt, G.W.... ... Socodounu GoadnGooe South-west German, 
79 Martin, B. F....... SOOCOUBOCODOGHOUBL ..... West Virginia. 
80 M’Adoo, J. W....... Socs500 efaleictetetsreietels .-»North Carolina. 
81 M’Clintock, William F..... SOHO mag OCeOOOn0L Ohio. 
$2=Milsean tye Bi secircn sees ei oleteleatoratelaverForcretote Rocky Mountain. 
83 M'Kengie, J.eMa to v.ceees Were sisie sielelnio siete cave Nebraska. 
BE WECHOTP YESS OMG fake 0) reer trial lekare Sheree inelgteno' North-west Indiana. 
SH Mera AM Nise sox. tala ie sisiete re: ore ateis!oievels mers tens California. 
SGeNetcal fAmaVWes Nec: = atscornni scoters sskorstakelorseonere ... Southern Illinois. 
OT VIET, Wee WiSse sets + s\.01 eee Ss (siore\ elev siey cies shores a lerie; 
SOM NLOOLC, ANG DD ctttsis eralelsiele ctecaue sho cle wicyersis tielatcis see Des Moines. 
89 Mosser, Henry R........... Sele wewelscs see es Central Pennsylvania. 
GOW Mow 6; Danlelter ec cree vsloreideciocccenneas es: Wisconsin. 
QUIMMES WE ME ini s<o5csscesecsee duiboboO Dot North-west German. 
g2 Neu, Reterancto.2 «106 SUODAOOLULUDUODO DOODLE East German. 
93 Niedringhaus, G. F.......- AODOU DUOH DELO UNO South-west German. 
94 Ocumpaugh, E.........06- aieroteieievcisieverveiererers Western New York. 
95 Otis, H. H........... oececcaceecs SOC OUDE Western New York. 
96 Perkins, William........... S00 sre ole ele elelalnlelele Delaware. 
97 Perry, J. J. .---sse--eeee eee ccecceerceecs . »Maine. 
98 Pettibone, Payne........... aoreleterciclele eieiele solv vpy OLIN 
99 Pipher, John.......0.scecerecceeceeeceeees Kansas. 
too Presnell, pElai.jiss... 20s Abbeobonapedodate Holston. 
1o1 Preston, David....... sfelsvoteleloisieracsiatove’sisietcnsrele Detroit. 
102 Price, Thomas W........ dal eeiseleveieseisere eters Philadelphia. 
103 Price, Hiram...:+...... pee cece eceeeeees ..- Upper Iowa. 
104 Prindle, Horace G.......s.sseeeee elsieiste idee Wyoming. 
105 Queal, Robert F.........+ Biss cisieinee sieree eisiets Rock River. 
106 Ransom, Stephen B........sseeeeceseces oe Newark. 
107 Reynolds, George G.........- atoretoterefetelureteteler New York East. 
108 Richardson, Thomas P ......sssessseeeee- New England. 
109 Robinson, Calvin L.....-..seseeeeeeeeeeees Florida. . 
110 Rogers, Eliphaz P....... siafoteleielele(eielole'sie = /asi6 Nebraska. 
111 Rowland, Charles W........-- sd nHoaobOOBEE Cincinnati. 
112 Ruggles, Hiram....... pioetealere(siaieieieieles oir ciel East Maine. 
113, Rule, William. .....+-e+eeerseeeee Delelofelaite ..-Holston. 
114 Sessions, E. C.......++-00 hk srscb<senn et Nevada. 


115 Shinkle, Amos.......- srotelelateterettelere'eefols\ wie lok Kentucky. 
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Delegates. Conferences, 
116 Smith, W. B........ siceieieiscevensnedeisrotar te .....9outh Kansas. 
117 Snowden, Thomas B...ccccesscccece Sasooue Washington. 
118 Spencer, Edward W.......- dtd copececcoces Central Illinois. 
TIQ Stone’; Je Wading 56 oo, ;0;0/0,0,0,0,040,0,0,9;019cereseeivingegs Michigan. 
120 Swayzee, Aaron C........ BOBOOISOONTCCC INE North Indiana. 
121 Tyas yi GR sse See oss pocws pihibisiesciemiereiest race Kentucky. 
122 Todd, G. cua wasn ec cnascceas a/v/sihieteleeiela ee DEMOS e 
123 Pimesy Se FLO ET 6 o.0.0,05.0,0.010,0.6,00;010.010 6.0 Saved Mississippi. 
124 Warnock, William R...... aieaiecalousisuelecuerereuein Cincinnati. 
125) Weaver, JaMes adie cee sash sese ees casseyas Iowa. 
T2O UW ellSeyVasliadia as c\sciet e+e cisiecisierarele estates Troy. : 
127 WES, JAMMER. aaisle «22 0e sceceeasuses FOnnGe Mississippi. 
128 White, J. Wai... ..- a gl Wasa: a arel eleseperoieitoha eres Pittsburgh, 
129 Whitney, William...... MAGA PRNCOO OF eeeeee. Northern New York. 
130 Willard, Rufus........ wietedam iveecis SUL eee OME 
131 Williamson, John F........ ssatele eidievalerigiiaiets Wilmington. 
132 Wright, George L...... fai alata slelaaisisiaie sears e New England, 


T3SeVW List aVVAlsarie irc: ste /elelsiaisisiatiels/erereioiate ... Virginia. 


LAY RESERVE DELEGATES. 


ee ee 


1 Alderman, Ifa Kis. ...ccccrscctsccseuseces sWUSSOUN, 
2 Allen, Charles IN. vc cen ces aes ceceaesverss. Pittsburgh. 


3 Baldwin, Summerfield...,... .... aaaseceses Baltimore. 
4>Bentley itis disses cece pee eee ce secviecisrecic’ West Wisconsin. 
5 Benton, FOvaAce..<..eeccecccesensecesquce - Orth Ohio, 
GeBinkley C7. C. nc siniecie Gadaahe S8ADODOODGOBEC North Indiana. 

7) BOR RRLCE. suid > ¢'o04'p ap 018% 48 SAG wENG PaCS California. 

8 Boreing, Vincent....... ESSEC Ubocboodoaciods Kentucky. 

g Boynton, J. cessoterscepeccevovecerere res» Central Pennsylvania, 
10 Breckenridge, G, W......-- eovsecscsee-easNoKth Indiana, 
11 Brown, John J.......- SARARA DANO. O9dadson West Virginia. 
T2BurT, WEA ioe oss ecieuie Disieeslopeeieiner tis Colorado. 

13 Bussey, Giz yee: ese AABAANND Asana ASA Louisiana. 

14 Camp; as Bi cssct ccese aie kes age cueGes North Ohio, 
15 Chambers; giccis esse pesetereorseceoubincin Cincinnati, 

£6 (Clapp Utara sere mistsltisie wielsiviole eirkelsialetaletaier= New England. 
17 Clarke, J. Gicnn Rrelslelgigie's 8 sane bel Ute een aes Detroit. 


18 Conolly, H. ON SARCOOR ere ores e@eeeeeeee New York, 


x9 
20 
21 
22 


23 
24 


25 
26 


27 


28 
29 


30 


33 


40 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
Conmraginfae i eereeserrcs peutic NAAR SEU DA East German. 
COOKGR UV Aty 5 ssmakedeeccnine Srammieictaveiaese Oregon. 

COOPEH Ys Gaye aaielete jalefeleleielelelstetaledctorstetetehe Northern New York. 
Cornish, E..... ov Desialonarelatat ote Toles alelalelotetsteherataners Maine. 
CriteMOetinic cis eke sicce sed cedeienseres Qhio 

JANIS, TAO iiaks sarees ep ceecces Lear aere Western New York. 
DGC EO eakrdy o cosousereee esate tae Southern German. 
DOrbuschs ntsc. css ce cscesee aceasta: ‘Central German. 
WDurstonely Wieciccisec cece ecw ewisiiersiencend Central New York. 
Bastman Cit watascccssees es ein wra'e sissies ais New Hampshire, 
IiswOldiatnitaricces cians caveciee oeectcsnnceee. Georgia. 

Fancher; B acct. ss003% $98 SSS SSS ES uICM Nw New York, 
Faulknet) BV@iu.43.333 ipa bm aie eben ees oy ew S Kansas. 

Freeman, Pon 2vi'558 35 feb rgaee fas aaeis ee ete Texas. 

Brenchsfiehnie 2 bs. cs8 bee “i Sao Misra nian New York East, 
French, ‘E, @...433% SASDADASSIASPOSOO DED >>” West Wisconsin. 
Fridley, Joes aiies Uae aac South-eastern Indiana. 
iallersenomiasGincss sctcssiccicle see ees oe scie ec Liberia. 
Gillett; PGs... PARAS AAA Rs Eee ee et Illinois. 

Goodwin, ALS. W 8o355.0k5 60 2550585025 5555 St. Louis. 

Gorse, G.C..,.. PACS AACR Ue AE I IC Maine. 

Grantee ect s:s p'atolere ole teietsre'o SoagoSaoos sane Florida, 

EVAAS eat sacestag’s ese si1¢ FocuduUncdoonmcads Chicago German. 
Hall: JeaNe: ce: IB GCC OO UOC UAC idic Minnesota. 

Halil divers. wc. pinta tele sieie alate’ s elete evelereeleie’sreiese Vermont. 
Hammonds er 2). 2% e's bee cee t co 0e oo shee Wyoming. 
“Hammon, R. L. ., 2... eset ee eet e eee eecoeeee Central Illinois, 
EVAN Oleg oc cigigys ¢ ce'e o cleroie's elsiviciele viele 1's « Rock River. 

AN ORAV Gs scat gustelelel pleas ciers\e’ 6/s'erelerelene’e eiajere Lexington. 

LAr iS mu wita eters ster sineiere clc ales totere EEA Ee Alabama. 

aris MABE GRE s se cccescasscescsessse.: Washington, 

Neto t aan) see ete ofetsiaieioieis clelele slefaie cic -'elefe/= South-west German. 

Ea AN Gees cncter ciety eiese eie1s Sictaicisidiele.evatecred eles Mississippi. 
Hillman, Jovi. oe oie were A AARR AR OAR CARES RONAN Troy. 

Hinds, JOM sass eae. onen dupes bas seu ss oheallomiay 
Hoagland, L. A... 0. cece ene cceercensccee Newark. 

Holloway, C. M......00 Reieks aerigrelainieiahe Aaron South Carolina, 
Horner, George D. .......00reo:0 wie nccinseiecie.9:8 v.ie , New Jersey, 

Riess Gorter 1s ca wanton oieip oes Bie Dacitsie eirsale Indiana. 

Helier Pem\repemercketers art ctven eyo iayciolsieisyevs)sieialere!eiere’ vie New England. 
Hunt, Cineccs, sok scbrecegeoreeurecer cx. Northern New York. 


AGI GOI ER Me ot ons sh cu econ caitavevion ace coves close iMlisssupileysinysye Detroit. 
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Delegates. Conferences. 
6r Tiff, John’... osconas alelololeralerelersisioreielerticrsiote Newark. 
G2mlohnsony Jreheutyaetesc.s,c,o.0.c/c15.5 016 SneopodoeooaG Southern Illinois. 
63 Jones;, FeoN sermevejerste.i6 min voio 6 oie oie elevsveisieteleicversvele Georgia. 
64 Jones, W.J...... Sad oa8oc aoeleloieleeirevereeirets Wilmington. 
OSmISIAUS kde Llecycreeetelaeierelefe s elorsiolersieerstertarsiersiers North-west German. 
COMED ADD ESO terecwasieiesiace Salen eistcremiomer ste Michigan. 
G7ISMADD 19 ele etalestiore sicleleioreisie SOOSOONSIGGId 60 Upper Iowa. 
GSRIGUIEZ, wilieafiieicreleisicieeisie eistefevoratetsiers SOOObd00S Central German. 
Gow bafiens Pa Acme Nien w<. stacere efeterelateratevevere sereiers Erie. 
70) Lautmanse rt ones cee atakareiavacorbaravataterenevsiey avate Pittsburgh. 
FL CCMON, Ml cu lwemrersis ae a sie sels eile Savin ouarel ote\one store North-west Iowa. 
TZAASOWIS 4 J celeste ae tei iol clateletsietele ieisiie pioleloleleierine Michigan. 
73 Lillard, tAlbrahaintisc. setswtcieetcleleersicts siete asters Tennessee. 
U7 Aa Indley nl. olecitee stcicslers alalevole ete wie Pocatde ca Indiana. 
7 5ULAPPICL PING Gorse eta c cis orale eielareiereisiaita 6 a eharereiete Providence. 
FO LONG HE esta ctutevs cle sialaiavelelstoreleleletlerstetere Philadelphia. 
FMRC OUING CON ee a clatels e cislele'e otelevcleleieie eleis stars Rock River. 
7S ANEASON | GEOlS EU VWicvcre cieiere stele clecsisletesrerersieieicre Washington. 
79) McAllister; Ghat. ciccccic es eleteielare stetaisistete .. Vermont. 
SOUME Clure ages ae cate. «a's» a0 elec /ore elerelcietelstenl stele Illinois. 
81 M’Williams, D....... ae /ie elerefevaevatcretereche tral ets Central Illinois. 
82 Meek, William M....... siete eiaciaiare siete caleleieters Cincinnati. 
SseMilburnjewi Were «sis esas ctrmine ciation slsteneres Holston. 
84 Miles, William Y......... aiolelelelosicveelce sisters . Ohio. 
Sr oMitchell MGA C#ERE 3,5 stccm cs csicien oe eectecs Des Moines. 
S6" Moore, Guewouent .<.\sswonecacwretereese cee E. Oregon and Wash. 
$7) Moore ANisD Sits. es < osteciere ete aieteteleielersteioteters Wisconsin. 
SS Montgomery aificeses so clsecee se aaleielersieretersieiats Missouri. 
89 Morris, John P....... eleislotereovevelatetsiatelovereceratere North Carolina. 
go) Mozier, C.D. cnc si 5666080 Slofeelsioieletoterer siete Upper Iowa. 
Ot Murray, Ari iitclee aiclatelsvalelelainietcversiate sietersiatets Delaware. 
92 Naylor, RF... wee che secisiciceieionicctle te erie LKAnsase 
93 NelsonyaW «Jin. cose is (cla elelwinieleieloielateersioraretieiete Nebraska. 
94 Olmstead, H. J....... sloloiviainialoicistejoioioieisie oieieie Western New York. 
O5 Owen, WiPitis.2. ox sete wie slee cso Re Ee DL COuIs: 
OO: Palen arly Gi ich ws eee eislefelelere/slelatelelsicieet Wyoming. 
G7mbarlettebenjamins isc ciecieieeiecree slavetatersenst re Baltimore. 
DECPCIING | SOs ve sss v's « niece ero sic'ee eee nre ee North-west Indiana. 
OOMRamseys a) awWisnecicsc aces « eee hei co wiame ane Holston. 
TOOWR ay, JolingWireree orcs easroc chlacccn cae tere South-eastern Indiana. 


Lay Reserve Delegates. es | 


J Delegates. Conferences. 
LOT NODES 5 eNO e.a lass case dees ame eee SS DRLOE OE Kansas. 
LOR, SC Sha) BH Ci a ge nn ee EO Eee Kentucky. 
1O3 ROgers, Greorre., 4... oo eee ose hoc Be ciahetcl ate Wisconsin. 
UO OSE Vi Ad 0, BAe Bs arsine ee OR 8 Seneca Virginia. 
105 Sawyer, D.W....... ALO ASA pene ones a EAN East Maine. 
BMS COG OME Ale ate ica cs hwo c cece cok: West Virginia. 
LEPE SISPTE SER 15 8 909 [1 ences a Se He ER ie New York East. 
Ree CGI RM ase gisiias/ataic cds duis hese Cae Philadelphia. 
HONS P OM Ed CS « winie Gikaea us oven ne ook Oka a ee Des Moines. 
RCS SS TV ESA ND see ge ‘,...North-west Indiana, 
MEER UMD SONS sre 8S asia; ac 4) c pas io acatoveiassys58. 82,203 Minnesota. 
E52 Simic, Nelsomipige.\. abend i oo eases ss Iowa. 
ITs, SSYCONCG OV ge) DE (GSH Fs tt gat re ed ne South-west German. 
BAP ON ell UL Gvineee ae ote tyre ACOH REIS as aeNebraskas 
NGUS mp OTCIN CIs CMP ces sie oh ok Sale titel can aes Central Ohio. 
MUOS Stier Maas isisiok cis sststatorsic Sbbcnocoosen dans Central Pennsylvania. 
SI), Si Sbaoree [ei eek caer Rete HVE oh, eee OR Ree TIER Nevada. 
TLOuOt ODM Vin ieee. « Prerskcneteieieielete: sisberarsonevare se Central Ohio. 
LDQ AV LOL Vey bs errr c ncicen cs Sala sieleiora o asls1g #6 6 SiS ote Erie. 
120 WOWNE BATON Ga ceces acess ce ene cen .....New Hampshire. 
Etech GeOree, Guts caee HE DOOE IQO RHC DGMOAInE Wilmington. 
F22eVamOrsGell; Wrise.oc vaets soclee a Poel Sat eats sro Rocky Mountain. 
123 Walker) MYBio.: sclee setssiee sea ce se otis West Texas. 
B24 WiCMIS Gr WV ALEY fev ate tees cre ints vate s foi s's ole e,« syapeiate Mississippi. 
T25mNViendelle Ets ase nsession cave Stati anaie A eiel at otst ote Troy. 
126 Westgate, Abner L........... rere te cisiarepe rere Providence. 
R27 MNVIILCOXUIUICIS cre a sate niches ayerals eyevace 6 iste. Central New York, 
128 Wilson, William....... RCO DUO HOOUOE .....lowa. 
E2QMVVIEETSs Wiovios Gu peieyetate ols\s/e avereiolersiciole jee sl e't'e Maine. 
130 Yard, W.S..... mraeaets MY Bis WS Sscal stata aici attteiahe New Jersey. 
pa SR 
Ministerial CLEC Ate Stra isicis tere) e)-Tolslels eiciolerelels sroleio)« sieiplclserclalsisieecnm eee 
Way Welecatestiver let iat ae 21-/s1s)- «/alalelal=i0)-1- Socbbosenoeanaroseor « 133 
Total number of Delegates......... Saretehel cis eeveiers oo cmtdicdisd 355 
Ministerial Reserve Delegates. ........0..00+ceess syatete enters cree BeAr ret 2 y/ 
Lay Reserve Delegates............ eobedo@as nioogeyecdddundoTosE 130 


Total number of Reserve Delegates..........0065 eeloeaieiets 267 
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JOURNAL 


OF THE 


GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1876. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 1. 


THE SEVENTEENTH DELEGATED GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE OF THE METHODIST EPiscopaAL CHURCH assem- 
bled in the Academy of Music, in the city of Baltimore, 
Maryland, on the first day of May, Anno Domini eight- 
een hundred and seventy-six. 

Bishops present, EpMuND S. fate: Levi ScCorr, 
MATTHEW Simpson, EpwarD R. AMEs, THOMAS Bow- 
MAN, WILLIAM L. Harris, RANDOLPH S. FosTErR, 
STEPHEN M. MERRILL, Epwarp G. ANDREWS, GIL- 
BERT Haven, and Jesse T. Peck. 

’ The Conference was: called to order at nine o’clock 
by Bishop Janes, who invited to the platform Aaron 
Wood of the North-west Indiana Conference, and. Gard- 
ner Baker of the Northern. New’ York. Conference, the 
senior members of the General Conference, to assist in 
conducting the opening services: 

Bishop Simpson read’ the sixty-first chapter of Isaiah, 
and Bishop Scott announced the hymn commencing— 


“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun.” 


After the hymn had been sung’ Aaron Wood offered 
prayer. : 

Bishop Bowmar them read the first chapter of Paul’s 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and Bishop Harris read the 
- hymn commencing— 


"“ Jesus, the Conqu’ror, reigns.” 


The hymm having been sung, Gardner Baker led in 
prayer.. 
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ee: At this point Bishop Janes read the order of the last 

* General Conference, that the Secretaries of the several 

Annual and Lay Conferences should forward to the 

Secretary of the last General Conference the certificates 

of election of delegates to this Conference, and an- 

nounced that he held these certificates, with the roll 

prepared therefrom, and asked the pleasure of the 
Conference. 

Secretary of | On motion of Daniel Curry, the Secretary of the last 


last Confer- 
ence calls General Conference was requested to call the roll, and 


a further, that this calling of the roll be regarded as a suf- 
ficient certificate of election in each case unless ob- 
jected to. 

The list of Conferences was called, and certificates of 
election presented as follows :— 
ALABAMA. Alabama. 
Clerical: William P. Miller. 
Lay : George W. Lawrence. 

ARKANSAS. Arkansas. 
Clerical: Richard W. Hammett, 
Lay; William Keener. 

Baurmorr. : Baltimore, 

Clerical: John P. Newman, John Lanahan, George 
W. Cooper, Lyttleton F. Morgan. 
Lay: Thomas R. Carskadon, Andrew Hartman. 

CaxirorniA. California. 

Clerical: George Clifford, Henry C. Benson, William 
S. Turner. 
Lay: Annis Merrill, Ebenezer B. Bateman. 
ere * Central German. 
ERMAN, 
Clerical : Henry Liebhardt, Jacob Rothweiler. 
Lay: Louis Hartman, Henry C. Dickhaut. 
CENTRAL Central Illinois, 
ILLINOIS, 


Clerical : Victor Witting, William H. Hunter, George 
R.-Palmer, Jervice G. Evans, William: Underwood. 
Lay: J. F. Culver, Edward W. Spencer. 
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Central New York. 


Clerical: Augustus C. George, Erastus O. Haven, 
DeWitt C. Huntington, Luke C. Queal, Benoni I. Ives, 
James Erwin. 


Lay: David Decker, John R. French. 


Central Ohio. 


Clerical: Leroy A. Belt, pale), G. Waters, William 
W. Winter. 


Lay: William Lawrence, John W. Hiett, 


Central Pennsylvania. 


Clerical: David S. Monroe, Nathan S. Buckingham, 
Thompson Mitchell, Benjamin B. Hamlin, Finley B. 
Riddle. 

Lay: Mordecai W. Jackson, Henry R. Mosser. 


; Chicago German. 
Clerical: Christian A. Loeber. 
Lay: Louis Appel. 


Cincinnati. 


Clerical : John M. Walden, Asbury Lowrey, John F. 
Marlay, Granville Moody. 
Lay: Charles W. Rowland, William R. Warnock. 


Colorado. 
Clerical: Benjamin F. Crary. 
Lay: John Evans. 


Delaware. 
Clerical: Hooper Jolley. 
Lay: William Perkins. 
Des Moines. 
Clerical: H. H. O’Neal, Alexander Burns, Eli M. H. 


Fleming. 
Lay: Charles H. Gatch, N. B. Moore. 


Detroit. 
Clerical: Arthur Edwards, James S. Smart, Lewis R. 
Fiske, William X. Ninde, Daniel C. Jacokes. 
Lay : David Preston, George W. Fish. 
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May 1. : 
First Day. East German, 
oe Clerical: John W. Freund. 
Lay: Peter Neu. 
Kast Mainz. East Maine, 
Clerical : Cyrus Stone, George Pratt. 
Lay: Hiram Ruggles, Irwin. Calderwood. 
East Onr- East Oregon and Washington, 
aaa Clerical: James H. Wilbur. 
Lay: J. L. Carter. 
Kem Erie.. 
Clerical: George W. Chesbro, H. H. Moore, George 
W. Clarke, William P. Bignell, Richard H. Hurlburt, 
Alfred Wheeler, J. R. Lyons. 
Lay : Cyrus Clark, Lewis Miller. 
Fromma. Florida, 
Clerical: Norman Webster. 
Lay: Calvin L. Robinson. 
GzorG1A. Georgia, 
Clerical; Erasmus Q. Fuller, Charles O. Fisher. 
Lay: N. P..Harbin, C. J. Holloway. 
GuEMany Germany and Switzerland. 
AND Switz- 4 
ERLAND. Clerical: Charles H. Doering. 
Lay: None. 
Rion Holston. 
Clerical: William C. Graves, John J. Manker. 
Lay: William Rule, H. Presnell. 
ILLINo1s. Illinois. 
Clerical: William S. Prentice, Hiram Buck, William 
N. M’Elroy, James Leaton, Richard N. Davies. . 
Lay: William J. Henry, John A. Chestnut. 
Insp. India. 


Clerical : James M. Thoburn. 
Lay: None. 


1876.) Journal of the General Conference. 063 


5 May L 
Indiana. First ie 


Clerical ;, Hayden Hays, Reuben Andrus, William M, Isvrana. 
Zaring. 
Lay: Washington C. De Pauw, T. B. Haughey. 


Iowa. Iowa. 


Clerical: George N. Power, John C. Brown, J..Wilbur 
M’Donald. 
Lay: James B. Weaver, John Mahin. 


Kansas. Kansas. 


Clerical; Sylvester W. Lloyd, C. Holman. 
Lay: John Pipher, James C. Auld. 


Kentucky. KEntvoxy. 


Clerical : L. D. Parker, James S. Chadwick. 
Lay: Amos Shinkle, Benjamin P. Tevis. 


Lexington. Lexineton. 
Clerical: Willis L.. Muir. 
Lay : George Cissel. 
Liberia, Liszera. 
Clerical : Daniel’ Ware. 


Lay: Henry W. Dennis. * 
Louisiana. Lovistana. 
Clerical: Joseph C. Hartzell. 
Lay: Graham Bell. 
‘Maine. Maryn. 


‘Clerical : Parker Jaques, Henry P. Torsey, Seba F. 
Wetherbee. 
‘Lay: J. J. Perry, Moses French, 


Michigan. * Mromean. 
“Clerical ; George B. Jocelyn, John M..Reid, Doctor ° 
F. Barnes, William H. Perrine, Francis D. Hemenway. 
Lay; William Allman, J. W. Stone. 


Minnesota. _, Minnesora 
Clerical :.George W. T. Wright, Cyrus Brooks, William 
M’Kinley. 
Lay: John D. Blake; Augustus J. Goodrich. 
3 
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Mississippi. 
Clerical: Albert C. M’Donald, Moses Adams. 
Lay: S. H. H. Toles, James Wells. 


Missouri, 
Clerical : John W. Caughlan, Wm. J. Martindale. 
Lay: Thomas J. C. Fagg, S. G. Brock. 
Nebraska. 
Clerical : William B. Slaughter, Henry T. Davis. 
Lay: Eliphaz P. Rogers, J. M. M’Kenzie. 
Nevada, 
Clerical; John D. Hammond. 
Lay: E. C. Sessions. 
Newark. 
Clerical: John F. Hurst, Robert L. Dashiell, Lewis 


R. Dunn, James N. FitzGerald. 


Lay: George J. Ferry, Stephen B. Ransom. 


New England. 
Clerical: Wm. F. Warren, William R. Clark, Joseph 


Cummings, William Rice, Andrew M’Keown. 


1p : George L. Wright, Thomas P. Richardson. 


New Hampshire. 
Clerical : Lorenzo D. Barrows, John W. Adams, Moses 


1. Cilley. 


Lay: Ira E, Chase, Chase W. Calley. 


New Jersey. 
Clerical : Jacob B. Graw, Enoch Green, Thomas Han- 


lon, Charles W. Heisley. 


Lay: William H. Bodine, Charles E. Hendrickson. 


New York. i 
Clerical : Cyrus D. Foss, Henry B. Ridgaway, Morris 


D’C. Crawford, John Miley, James Y. Bates, Richard 
Wheatley. 


Lay: George G. Decker, John B. Cornell. 


New York East. 
Clerical: Daniel Curry, James M. Buckley, Albert S, 


Hunt, Daniel A. Goodsell, Moses L. Scudder. 


Lay: Oliver Hoyt, George G. Reynolds. 
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North Carolina, 
Clerical : Matthew Alston. 
Lay: John W. M’Adoo. 


Northern New York. 
Clerical : Samuel Call, Isaac S. Bingham, Eli C. Bruce, 
William R. Cobb, Gardner Baker. 
Lay: William Whitney, John B. Edwards. : 


North Indiana. 
Clerical: Wm. S. Birch, Samuel N. Campbell, Ner 
H. Phillips, Abijah Marine. 
Lay: Aaron C. Swayzee, Joseph H. Defrees. 


North Ohio, 
Clerical: Francis S. Hoyt, George Mather, William 
H. Painter. 
Lay : George W. Geddes, Edwin C. Griswold. 


North-west German. 


Clerical : Frederick Kopp. 
Lay: Edward F. Mues. 


North-west Indiana. 
Clerical: John L. Smith, Charles A. Brooke, Aaron 
Wood. 
Lay: James F. Darnall, Jesse Meharry. 


North-west Iowa. 
Clerical: Bennett Mitchell. 
Lay: Isaac Garmoe. 


Ohio. 
Clerical: Robert W. Manly, Joseph M. Trimble, 
Frederick Merrick, Timothy W. Stanley. 
Lay; William F. M’Clintock, H. C. Drinkle. 


Oregon. 
Clerical : Nehemiah Doane. 
Lay: Rufus Willard. 


Philadelphia. 
Clerical ; Robert M. Hatfield, William J. Paxson, John 
F. Chaplain, William B. Wood, Curtis F. Turner. 
Lay: Thomas W. Price, Augustus O. Hiester. 
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Pittsburgh. MP ie 
Clerical ;: Samuel H. Nesbit, Charles W. Smith, Jo- 


seph Horner, Richard L. Miller, Hiram Miller, Israel 
C. Pershing. 


Lay; John W. F. White, Comelius Atiltman. 
Providence. 
Clerical : Dudley P. Leavitt, Ensign M’Chesney, Dan- 


iel A. Whedon, William H. Stetson. 


Lay : John Kendrick, Lucius D.. Davis. 


Rock River. 
Clerical: Charles H. Fowler, William A. Smith, Sam- 


uel A. W. sett ‘Festus P. Cleveland, Luke Hitch- 
‘cock. 


Lay: Robert F. Queal, Henry Green. 


Rocky Mountain. 
Clerical : George M. Pierce. 
Lay: James B. M’Kean. 


‘South Carolina. 
Clerical :’ Alonzo Webster. 
Lay: William R. Jervey. 


‘South-eastern Indiana. 


Clerical : Jeremiah H. Bayliss, Fernando C. Holliday. 
Lay : Will Cumback, Alexander C. Downey. 


Southern German. 
Clerical : Frederick Schuler. 
Lay; Fredérick Bloomberg. 
Southern Illinois. 
Clerical : George W. Hughey, John W. Locke, Joseph 


Earp. 


Lay: John H. Gunn, A. W. Metcalf. 


‘South Kansas. 
Clerical : Daniel P. Mitchell, Allen Buckner. 
Lay » Edwin W. Cunningham, William B. Smith. 
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South-west, German. ais ee 
Clerical: Hermann Koch, William Koeneke. Soumi-waer 
Lay: G. F. Niedringhaus, G. Ww. Marquardt. aarethe 
Saint Louis, 8x. Louis, 
Clerical: Benjamin St. James Fry, James L. Walker. 
Lay: Clinton B. Fisk, Henry C. Fike. 
Tennessee. TENNESSEE. 
Clerical: John Braden. 
Lay: R. Brown. iaae 
Texas. Hees 
Clerical : William. L. Molloy. 
Lay: Gabriel Todd, Jun. ~ 
Troy. Troy. 
Clerical: Thomas A. Griffin, Erastus Wentworth, Joel 
W. Eaton, Hiram C. Sexton, John M. Webster. 
Lay: George L. Clark, William Wells. 
Upper Iowa. Urem . 
Clerical : Alpha J. Kynett, Emory Miller, William F, 
King, Joel B. Taylor. | 
Lay: Dennis N. Cooley, Hiram Price. 
Vermont. VERMONT. 
Clerical : William R. Puffer, Richard Morgan, J. Dur- 
kee Beeman. 
Lay: Asa M. Dickey, R. L. Jones. 
Virginia. Vinemvta. 
Clerical: Archibald J. Porter. 
Lay: William M. Wright. — 
Washington. WaAsHING- 
Clerical : William W. Foreman, Nathaniel M. Carroll. oT 
Lay : James W. Cochran, Thomas B. Snowden. ss 
Western New York. Weereen 
‘ N. Yor«. 


Clerical: Sandford Hunt, John B. Wentworth, Will- 
iam H. De Puy, Kasimir P. Jervis, John N. Brown. — 
Lay ; Edmund Ocumpaugh, Henry H. Otis. 


Bon 
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West Texas. 


Clerical : William Brush. 
Lay: J. M. Holland. 


West Virginia. 
Clerical : James W. W. Bolton, John M. Powell, Daniel 
HK Dix. 
Lay : Benjamin F. Martin, G. W. Atkinson. 


West Wisconsin. 
Clerical : William Hamilton, William Haw, Peter S. 
Mather. 
Lay : Merton Herrick, David W. Ball. 


Wilmington. 
Clerical: Lucius C. Matlack, William E. England. 
Lay: John F. Williamson, Thomas Mallalieu. 


Wisconsin. 
Clerical: George M. Steele, William P. Stowe, Henry 
Colman, James M. Walker. 
Lay: Daniel Mowe, Edwin Hyde. 


Wyoming. 
Clerical : Reuben Nelson, John G. Eckman, William 
H. Olin, Henry Wheeler. 
Lay: Horace G. Prindle, Payne Pettibone. 


When the name of the California Conference was 
called it was stated that George Clifford would not be 
present, and Wesley Dennett, the first reserve delegate, 
was admitted to the place thus made vacant. 

J. F. Culver, a lay delegate of the Central Illinois 
Conference, was unable to be present, and David M’Will- 
iams, the first reserve lay delegate, was admitted to a 
seat in his stead. 

William Rule, a lay delegate of the Holston Confer 
ence, was absent, and J. W. Ramsey, the first reserve 
lay delegate, was admitted in his stead. 

L. D. Parker, of the Kentucky Conference, was ab- 
sent, and John C, Harrison, a reserve delegate, was ad- 
mitted to a seat in his stead. 
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William F. M’Clintock, a lay delegate of the Ohio 
Conference, was absent, and William Y. Miles, a reserve 
delegate, was admitted in his place. ' 

Alexander C. Downey, a lay delegate of the South- 
eastern Indiana Conference, was absent, and John W. 
Ray, a reserve delegate, was admitted in his stead. 

R. Brown, a lay delegate of the Tennessee Confer- 
ence, was absent, and Abraham. F. Lillard, a reserve 
delegate, was admitted in his place. 

George G. Reynolds, a lay delegate of the New York 
East Conference, was absent, and John French, a re- 
serve delegate, was admitted in his place. 

Edwin Hyde, a lay delegate of the Wisconsin Confer- 
ence, was absent, and George Rogers was admitted to 
a seat in his place. 

The call of the Conference roll being completed, the 
President announced that a quorum of the members 
was present, and inquired what method should be 
adopted in the election of the Secretary ; and the Con- 
ference ordered that the election be by ballot. 

Nominations were made, and the Chair appointed as 
tellers, Granville Moody, Alpha J. Kynett, William H. 
Olin, and John F. Hurst. 

The Conference then proceeded to cast the ballot, and 
permission was given to the tellers to retire and count 


the votes. 

During the counting of the ballot, on motion of John 
M. Reid, George W. Woodruff was appointed temporary 
Secretary. 

Bishop Ames read an address of welcome to the 
General Conference on behalf of the members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the City of Baltimore. 
On motion of Oliver Hoyt, Bishop Janes responded in 
earnest and eloquent words in behalf of the Conference. 

The tellers announced the result of the vote for 
Secretary. 

No choice having been made on the first ballot, a 
second was ordered. The Chair announced, as the re- 
sult of the second ballot, that 275 votes had been cast, 
and that George W. Woodruff, having received a ma- 
jority of the whole number of votes cast, was duly 


elected. 
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By order of the Conference, the several. delegations 
proceeded to select seats for the session. 

Israel C. Pershing was, by a’ rising vote, unanimously 
elected First Assistant Secretary. 

Arthur Edwards offered the following’ preamble and 
resolution : 

Whereas, The last General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, which*met in Brooklyn in 1872, fixed on St. Louis as the 
place for holding the next General Conference ; and, 

Whereas, For satisfactory reasons, it has been deemed necessary to 
change the place of the session from St. Louis to Baltimore; and, 

Whereas, All the Annual Conferences to which the proposition. for 
the change has been submitted, being more than three fourths of the 
whole number, have with great unanimity approved.of said change ; 
and, E 

Whereas, The representatives of the several Annual and Lay Elec- 
toral Conferences, elected to the General Conference of 1876, have 
assembled at the city of Baltimore in pursuance of the notice of the 
aforesaid change ; therefore it is 

Resolved, By the delegates of the several Annual and Lay Electoral 
Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, now in General 
Conference assembled, that we do hereby ratify. and confirm the ac- 
tion by which the place of holding the General Conference of 1876 
was changed from St. Louis, Mo., to Baltimore, Md. 


Which preamble and resolution were unanimously 
adopted: by a rising vote. 

Bishop Janes stated that, at the request of the last 
General Conference, the Bishops had prepared a Cen- 
tennial Address, and inquired the pleasure of the Con- 
ference with regard to it. 

In: compliance with the request of the Conference, 
Bishop Andrews read the address. [See Appendix, 2,| 

On motion of E. O. Haven, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted, namely: 

Resolved, That we have listened with great interest and approval 
to the address of the Bishops on the proper observance of the National 
Centennial, and that a Committee of nine be appointed to whom the 


address and other matters pertaining to the religious observance of 
the ensuing Centennial shall be referred. 


A paper respecting the reorganization of the General 
Conference into two distinct and separate, yet concur- 
ring Houses, to be known respectively as the Clerical 
Senate, and the House of Lay Representatives, was pre- 
sented by Wm. H. Perrine. Pending his address, on 
motion of Reuben Nelson, permission was granted him 
to print it in the Daily Advocate. On motion of J. P. 
Newman, the proposition of W. H. Perrine to appoint a 


f 
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Special Committee of two members. from each Annual 
Conference to consider the subject, was laid on the table. 

On motion of A. J. Kynett, a Committee of. five was 
ordered to inquire and report as to the time and place 
of receiving Fraternal Delegates. 

The Rules of Order of the last General Conference 
were adopted for the government of the body until other 
rules should be adopted. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, a Committee of seven 
was ordered to. prepare and report Rules of Order for 
the government of the Conference, 

On motion of J. M. Walden, it: was. resolved that the 


following Standing Committees of one from each An- 


aual Conference be ordered: 


Episcopacy, Sunday-schools and Tracts, 
Itinerancy, Church Extension, 
Missions, Freedmen, 
Education, State of the Church, 
Revisals, Book Concern, 

Appeals. 


I. S. Bingham presented the following, which was 
read, and, under the Rules, laid over for one day, 
namely: 


Whereas, The General Conference of 1872, in adopting the re- 
port of the Committee on Boundaries established a different order 
from that which has hitherto. prevailed, constituting said Committee 
of three members from each General Conference District instead of 
one from each Annual Conference comprising it ; and, 


Whereas, Said order also provides. that the delegates from the, 


said Districts shall nominate said Committee instead of the several 
Delegations, as heretofore provided ; and, 

Whereas, Any action under such order must exclude some Con- 
ferences both from all representation and appeal, thus subjecting 
such Conferences to great injustice and wrong, in the matter of 
boundaries ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the said order, paragraph 515 of the Discipline, be 
and hereby is revised by striking out the words, “three members 
to be nominated from each General Conference. District. by the Dele- 
gates of that District,” and inserting in their place, ‘one member 
from each Annual Conference to be nominated by the Delegations 
severally,” so that the section shall read: . 

“The General Conference shall appoint a Committee on Bound- 
aries, consisting of one member from esch Annual Conference, to be 
nominated by the Delegations severally, over which, one of the Bish- 
ops shall preside, and of which one of the General Conference 
Secretaries shall be Secretary, and of which twenty-five shall be a 
quorum. All matters relating to Conference lines shall-be referred 
to this Committee, and its decision shall be final.” 


41 


May 1. 
First Day. 


Inquiry con- 
cerning re- 
ception of 
Fraternal. 
Delegates. 


Committee 
ordered to 
prepare 

ermanent 
ales. 


Standing 
Commit- 
tees, 


Resolutions 
concerning 
Committee 
on, Bound- 
aries, 
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May 1. 
Fresr Day. 


May 2. 


SrconpD 
Day. 


Bishop Scott 
presiding. 


Calling the 
Roll dis- 
pensed 
with. 


K. D. Net- 
tleton ad- 
mitted in 
lace of J. 
. Went- 
worth. 


H. Price’s 
resolution 
on observ- 
ance of the 
Sabbath at 
the Cen- 
tennial. 


Holliday’s 
amendment. 

Dunn’s sub- 
stitute. 


Referred to 
a Special 
Committee. 

Additional 

Assistant 
Secretaries. 


Secretary to 
nominate 
his Assist- 
ants, 
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On motion, the Conference adjourned. Notices were 
given, the doxology was sung, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by Bishop Ames. 


* TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 2. 


Conference met this morning, Bishop Scott in the 
chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by Gran- 
ville Moody, of the Cincinnati Conference. 

On motion, the calling of the Roll was dispensed 
with, except the names of those who were absent yes- 
terday. 

Sandford Hunt, of the Western New York Confer- 
ence, stated that John B. Wentworth, one of the dele- 
gates, would be absent in Europe, and moved that K. D. 
Nettleton, the first reserve delegate, take his place, 
which was agreed to. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

Hiram Price, of the Upper Iowa Conference, pre- 
sented a preamble and resolution with regard to the 
observance of the Sabbath by the managers of the 


' National Centennial, and moved a suspension of the 


Rules in order to its consideration, which was granted. 
Pending the discussion of the paper of Hiram Price, 
F. C. Holliday, of the South-eastern Indiana Conference, 
moved an amendment, and L. R. Dunn, a substitute, for 
the paper of Hiram Price, when, on motion of John 
Lanahan, the whole matter was referred to a Committee 
of three to consider and report thereon. 

D. N. Cooley, of the Upper Iowa Conference, Will- 
iam Wells, of the Troy Conference, and George Mather, 
of the North Ohio Conference, were elected Assistant 
Secretaries. After the announcement of their election 
D. N. Cooley requested to be excused, and, on motion 
of Charles H. Fowler, his resignation was accepted. 

Additional nominations were made, and, pending a 
vote, I.S. Bingham moved that the Secretary have the 
privilege of nominating his own Assistants, which was 
agreed to. 

Bishop Harris announced the following Special Com- 
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mittees ordered by the Conference at its session yes- ia oi 


terday, namely: Bis 
I. ON CENTENNIAL OBSERVANCES. CL ala 
. Erastus O. Haven, Lorenzo D. Barrows, ae 
Clinton B. Fisk, George J. Ferry, 
Joseph M. Trimble, Charles O. Fisher, 
Robert F. Queal, Mordecai W. Jackson, 
Henry C. Benson. 
2. ON RULES OF ORDER. Meera: of 
—James M. Buckley, Asa M. Dickey, 
Dennis N. Cooley, Alonzo Webster, 
Sandford Hunt, J. W. F. White, 


Daniel P. Mitchell. 


3. ON TIME AND PLACE FOR RECEIVING FRATER- 0n time and 


NAL DELEGATES. ee 

ternal Dele- 

Alpha J. Kynett, Lyttleton F. Morgan, gates. es 
Thomas W. Price, David Decker, 


Archibald J. Porter. 


On motion of A. C. George, the Rules were suspended Rules sus- 
in order to consider the resolution of I. S. Bingham, ?™ 23 
laid on the table yesterday, and also to complete the standing 
appointment of the Standing Committees. Ceo 

I. S. Bingham moved that the resolution laid on the Resolution 
table yesterday, under the Rules, be now taken up, ares 
which was agreed to. The resolution was then read, @nsttuting 
and A. C. George moved that it be adopted. be latdre 

Several motions were inade as to the number neces- 
sary to constitute a quorum, but they were successively 
laid on the table. 

K. P. Jervis offered, as an amendment, the following: Jervis's 


amendment 


And no member of the Committee shall vote upon the question of mere ie 


any Conference boundary who has not attended the presentation and 
discussion of the question concerning the said boundary, 

‘which was read, and, on motion of W. H. Hunter, laid 
on the table. The resolution was then, on motion, 


adopted. A. Wood and 
Baker 

On motion of I. S. Bingham, Aaron Wood and Gard- invited to 

seats on the 


ner Baker, being the senior members of the General platform. 


Hiram Price’s 
resolution 
respecting 
postage on 
documents 
adopted. 


F. Doelfeld 
mitted in 
piece of F. 
loomberg. 


Change in 
hour of ad- 
journment. 


Election of 
Standing 
Commit- 
tees. 


Episcopacy. 
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Conference, were invited. to occupy seats on the plat- 
form. 7. 

Consent was given to Hiram Price to introduce the 
following preamble and resolution, which were read, and, 
on motion, unanimously adopted: 


Whereas, The benevolent corporations of our own and other 
Churches, engaged in various forms of missionary and educational 
work of recognized public necessity and value, are expected and re- 
quired to publish annuals, giving valuable information for the people, 
and send them to our pastors and. others, and in so doing need to 
avail themselves of the United States mails; and, 

Whereas, The postage on such annuals has, under the rulings of 
the Post-office Department for more than a year past, been unjust 
and oppressive, and almost prohibitory ; and, 

Whereas, The bill recently passed by the United States Senate 
proposes the continuance of such inequitable and oppressive rates, by 
express provisions of law, thereby compelling these benevolent cor- 
porations to pay six times as much as other publishers are required to 
pay on similar printed matter of no more public benefit ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we respectfully, but earnestly, protest against the 
passage by the House of Representatives, of the bill recently passed 
by the Senate, with this unjust provision included ; and we do here- 
by respectfully memorialize Congress to so modify the postal laws 
that the annuals published by our benevolent corporations may pass 
through the mails at the same rates of postage that other publishers 
are required to pay on monthly and quarterly magazines. 


On motion, Hiram Price was requested to send a cer- 
tified copy of the foregoing preamble and resolution to 
Congress. 

F. Schuler, of the Southern German Conference, stat- 
ed that F. Bloomberg, the lay delegate, was absent, and 
F. Doelfeld, the reserve delegate, was admitted in his 
stead. book 

Conference proceeded to the appointment of the 
Standing Committees. Pending the announcement of 
nominations, J. M. Walden moved that the Rules be 
suspended, in order to change the time of adjournment, 
which was agreed to. 

On motion, the Rule was amended, and the time of 
adjournment changed from 12:30 tor P.M. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

The Standing Committees were then severally nomi- 
nated and elected as follows, namely: 


EPISCOPACY. 


William P. Miller, Alabama. 
Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas, 
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John P. Newman, 
William S. Turner, 
Henry Liebhart, 
William H. Hunter, 
Augustus C. George, 
Leroy A. Belt, 
David S. Monroe, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
John M. Walden, 
-John Evans, 
Hooper Jolley, 

H. H. O'Neal, 
Arthur Edwards, 
John W. ‘Freund, 

C. Stone, _ 

James H. Wilbur, 
_G. W: Clarke, 
‘Norman Webster, 

C. O. Fisher, 

Charles H. Doering, 
William C. Graves, 
James Leaton, 
James M. Thoburn, 
Hayden Hays, 

George N. Power, 
C. Holman, 

John C. Harrison, 

Willis L. Muir, 

Daniel Ware, 
Joseph C. Hartzell, 
Parker Jaques, 

George B. Jocelyn, 

G. W. T. Wright, 

Moses Adams, 

John W. Caughlan, 
William B. Slaughter, 
John D. Hammond, 
John F. Hurst, 
William F. Warren, 

Lorenzo D. Barrows, 
Jacob B. Graw, 
Cyrus D. Foss, 
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Baltimore. oe 
California. i ea 


Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. — 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des Moines. 

Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. ’ 
E. Oregon and Washington, 
Erie. 

Florida. 

Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 

Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 

Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. - 


New England. 


New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
New York. 
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Day. 
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Daniel Curry, 
Matthew Alston, 
Gardner Baker, 
William S. Birch, 
Francis S. Hoyt, 
Edward F. Mues, 
John L. Smith, 
Bennett Mitchell, 
Joseph M. Trimble, 
Nehemiah Doane, 
Robert M. Hatfield, 
Samuel H. Nesbit, 
Dudley P. Leavitt, 
Charles H. Fowler, 
G. M. Pierce, 
Benjamin St. J. Fry, 
Alonzo Webster, 
Jeremiah H. Bayliss, 
Frederick Schuler, 
George W. Hughey, 
Daniel P. Mitchell, 
Hermann Koch, 
John Braden, 
William L. Molloy, 
Thomas A. Griffin, 
Alpha J. Kynett, 
William R: Puffer, 
A. J..Porter; 

N. M. Carroll, 
Sandford Hunt, 
William Brush, 

J. W. W. Bolton, 
William Hamilton, 
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New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana, 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York, 
West Texas, 

West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 


Lucius C. Matlack, Wilmington. 
Henry Colman, Wisconsin. 
Reuben Nelson, Wyoming. 
ITINERANCY. 
William P. Miller, Alabama. 


Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas. 
Lyttleton F. Morgan, Baltimore. 


Wesley Dennett, 


California. 
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Jacob Rothweiler, 
George R. Palmer, 
Luke C. Queal, 

Wesley G. Waters, 
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Central [llinois. Sieg 


Central New York. . 
Central. Ohio. 


Nathan S. Buckingham, Central Pennsylvania, 


Christian A. Loeber, 
John F. Marlay, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Hooper Jolley, 

H. H. O'Neal; 
James S. Smart, 
John W. Freund, 
George Pratt, 
Joseph L. Carter, 
H. H. Moore, 
Norman Webster, 
C. O. Fisher, 
Charles H. Doering, 
John J. Manker, 
William S. Prentiss, 
James M. Thoburn, 


William M. Zaring, 


John C. Brown, 

S. W. Lloyd, 

James S. Chadwick, 
George Cissel, 
Daniel Ware, 
Graham Bell, 
Parker Jaques, 
Doctor F. Barnes, 
Cyrus Brooks, 
SoH He moles; 


Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas, 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana. 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 


William J. Martindale, Missouri. 


H. T. Davis, 

John D. Hammond, 
Stephen B. Ransom, 
William Rice, 

J. W. Adams, 

C. W. Heisley, 


Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 


Morris D’C. Crawford, New York. 


James M. Buckley, 
Matthew Alston, 


New York East. 
North Carolina. 
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Day. 


Missions. 
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Samuel Call, 
Abijah Marine, 
George Mather, 
Frederick Kopp, 
Charles A. Brooke, 
Isaac Garmoe, 

T. W. Stanley, 
Rufus Willard, 
Curtis F. Turner, 
Charles W. Smith, 
Ensign M’Chesney, 
William.A. Smith, 
George M. Pierce, 
Clinton 'B. Fisk, 
William R. Jervey, 
Fernando C. Holliday, 
Frederick Schuler, 
John 'W. Locke, 
Daniel P. Mitchell, 
William Koeneke, 
Abraham F. Lillard; 
Gabriel Todd, Jun., 
Joel W. Eaton, 
Emory Miller, 
Richard Morgan, 
A. J. Porter, 
William W. Foreman, 
Kasimir P. Jervis, 
William Brush, 
John M. Powell, 
William Haw, 
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Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 


- Southern Illinois. 


South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 

West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 


W. E. England, Wilmington. 
William P. Stowe, ‘Wisconsin. 
John G. Eckman, Wyoming. 
MISSIONS. 

William P. Miller, Alabama. 
Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas. 
Lyttleton F. Morgan, Baltimore. 
William S. Turner, California. 


Henry C. Dickhaut, 
Edward W. Spencer, 


Central German, 
Central Illinois. 
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Benoni I. Ives, 
Wilhiam W. Winter, 
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Central New York. pce a 
Central Ohio. Dex. 


Nathan S. Buckingham, Central Pennsylvania; 


Christian A. Loeber, 
Asbury Lowrey, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
William Perkins, 
Alexander Burns, 
‘D. C. Jacokes, 
Peter Neu, 
Irvin Calderwood, 
James H. Wilbur, 
J. R. Lyon, 
Calvin L. Robinson, 
N. P. Harbin, 
Charles H. Doering, 
William C. Graves, 
William N. M’Elroy, 
James M. Thoburn, 
Reuben Andrus, 
John C. Brown, 
C. Holman, 
John C. Harrison, 
Willis L. Muir, 
_H. W. Dennis;: 
Graham Bell, 
Moses French; 
John M. Reid, 
A. J. Goodrich, 
James Wells, 
T. J. C. Fagg, 
William B. Slaughter, 
John D. Hammond, 
Robert L. Dashiell, 
Joseph Cummings, 
MeTCilley, 
’W. H. Bodine, 
Henry B. Ridgaway, 
’ Albert S. Hunt, 
John W. M’Adoo, 
John B. Edwards, 
William S. Birch, 
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Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 

Colorado, 

Delaware. 

Des Moines. 

Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 


Erie. 


Florida. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 
Illinois. 

India, 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana, 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 
Nevada. 
Newark. 

New England. 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey. 
New York. 

New York East 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
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William H. Painter, 
Frederick Kopp, 
Aaron Wood, 
Bennett Mitchell, 
Joseph M. Trimble, 
Nehemiah Doane, 
William J. Paxson, 
Joseph Horner, 
Lucius D. Davis, 
Luke Hitchcock, 
George M. Pierce, 
Clinton B. Fisk, 
William R. Jervey, 
Will Cumback, 

F. Doelfeld, 

John H. Gunn, 
Allen Buckner, 

F. G. Niedringhaus, 
Abraham F. Lillard, 
Gabriel Todd, Jun., 
John M. Webster, 
Hiram Price, 

R. L. Jones, 

A. J. Porter; 

J. W. Cochran, 
John N. Brown, 

M. B. Walker, 
D.HK.., Dig 
David W. Ball, 


Henry Liebhart, 
J. G. Evans, 
Erastus O. Haven, 
John W. Hiett, 
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North. Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 

West Virginia. 

West Wisconsin. 


Thomas Mallalieu, Wilmington. 

William P. Stowe, Wisconsin. 

Henry Wheeler, Wyoming. 
EDUCATION. 

- William P. Miller, Alabama. 
Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas. 
Andrew Hartman, Baltimore. 
Wesley Dennett, California. 


Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
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Benjamin B. Hamlin, 
Louis Appel, | 
C. W. Rowland, 
John Evans, 
William Perkins, 
Alexander Burns, 

. William X. Ninde, 
John W. Freund, 
H. Ruggles, 
Joseph L. Carter, 
Alfred Wheeler, 
Calvin L. Robinson, 
C. J. Holloway, 
Charles H. Doering, 
J. J. Manker, 

R. N. Davies, 

J. M. Thoburn, 
Reuben Andrus, 
J. W. M’Donald, 
J. C. Auld, 

B. P. Tevis, 
George Cissel, 

H. W. Dennis, 
Graham Bell, 

H. P. Torsey, 

F. D. Hemenway, 
Cyrus Brooks, 

A. C. M’Donald, 
S. G. Brock, 

J. M. M’Kenzie, 
J. D. Hammond, 
John F. Hurst, 
William R. Clark, 
Lorenzo D. Barrows, 
Thomas Hanlon, 
Richard Wheatley, 
Oliver Hoyt, 

John W. M’Adoo, 
Eli C. Bruce, 
Abijah Marine, 

E. C. Griswold, 
Edward F. Mues, 
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Srconp 
Day. 


Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 


h2 
May 2. 


SzconD 
Dax. 


Rovisals, 
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Jesse Meharry, 
Isaac Garmoe, 
Frederick Merrick, 
Rufus Willard, 
John F. Chaplain, 
I. C. Pershing, 
Daniel A. Whedon, 
S. A. W. Jewett, 
George M. Pierce, 
B. St. J. Fry; 
Alonzo Webster, 
Will Cumback, 

F. Schuler, 

John W. Locke, 

E. W. Cunningham, 
H. Koch, 

John Braden, 
William L. Molloy, 
William Wells, 
William F. King, 
Asa M. Dickey, 
William M. Wright, 
T. B. Snowden, 

K. D. Nettleton, 
M. B. Walker, 

G. W. Atkinson, 
William Hamilton, 


Jacob Rothweiler, 
J. G. Evans, 
Erastus O. Haven, 
William W. Winter, 
Finley B. Riddle, 
Louis Appel, 
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North-west Indiana, 
North-west Iowa, 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountains. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern, Indiana. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa, 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington, 
Western New York. 
West Texas, 

West Virginia, 

West Wisconsin. 


W. E. England, Wilmington. 
George M. Steele, Wisconsin, 
Payne Pettibone, Wyoming. 

; REVISALS. 
William P. Miller, Alabama. 
Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas. 
John Lanahan, Baltimore. 
Wesley Dennett, California. 


Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago German. 
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John M. Walden, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Hooper Jolley, 
Charles H. Gatch, 
William X. Ninde, 
Peter Neu, 

C. Stone, 

James H. Wilbur, 
Alfred Wheeler, 
Calvin L. Robinson, 
C. J. Holloway, 
Charles H. Doering, 
John J. Manker, 
James Leaton, 

J. M. Thoburn, | 
William M. Zaring, 
_ J. W. M’Donald, 

S. W. Lloyd, 

James S. Chadwick, 
Willis L. Muir, 

D. Ware, 

Joseph C. Hartzell, 
Seba F: Wetherbee, 
William H. Perrine, 
William M’Kinley, 
A. C. M’Donald, 

J. W. Caughlan, 

H. T. Davis, 

J. D. Hammond, 

J. N. FitzGerald, 
Andrew M’Keown, 
J. W. Adams, 
Thomas Hanlon, 
James Y. Bates, 
Daniel A. Goodsell, 
Matthew Alston, 

S. N. Campbell, 
Samuel Call, 
Francis S. Hoyt, 

F. Kopp, 

Aaron Wood, 
Bennett Mitchell, 
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Colorado. a ine 
Delaware. 
Des Moines, 
Detroit, 


East German. 
East Maine, 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 
Georgia. 
Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 
Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Towa. 

Kansas. 
Kentucky. 
Lexington. 
Liberia. 
Louisiana, 
Maine. 
Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska, 
Nevada. 
Newark, 

New England. 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey. 
New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 


’ North Indiana, 


Northern New York. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German, 
North-west Indiana, 
North-west Iowa. 
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R. W. Manley, 
Nehemiah Doane, 
John F. Chaplain, 
Hiram Miller, 
William H. Stetson, 
Festus P. Cleveland, 
J. B. M’Kean, 
Jesse L. Walker, 
Alonzo Webster, 
Will Cumback, 
Frederick Doelfeld, 
Joseph Earp, 

E. W. Cunningham, 
G. W. Marquardt, 
John Braden, 
William L. Molloy, 
Hiram C. Sexton, 
William F. King, 

J. D. Beeman, 
William M. Wright, 
N. M. Carroll, 
Sandford Hunt, 
William Brush, 

J. W. W. Bolton, 
Peter S. Mather, 
Lucius C. Matlack, 
Joseph M. Walker, 
William H. Olin, 
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Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. — 
South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 

West Virginia. 
West Wisconsin. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS AND TRACTS. 


William P. Miller, 
Richard W. Hammett, 
Andrew Hartman, 
William S. Turner, 
H. C. Dickhaut, 
Victor Witting, 

D. W. C. Huntington, 
John W. Hiett, 
Henry R. Mosser, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
W. R. Warnock, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 


Alabama. 
Arkansas, 
Baltimore. 
California. 

Central German. 
Central Illinois. _ 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania, 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
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William Perkins, 
Charles H. Gatch, 
D. C. Jacokes, 
Peter Neu, 

I. Calderwood, 
Joseph L. Carter, 
Lewis Miller, 
Calvin L. Robinson, 
C. J. Holloway, 
Charles H. Doering, 
H. Presnell, 

John A. Chestnut, 
J. M. Thoburn, 
W. C. DePauw, 
John Mahin, 

J. C. Auld, 

Amos Shinkle, 
George Cissel, 

H. W. Dennis, 

J. C. Hartzell, 
Moses French, 

J. W. Stone, 

J. D. Blake, 
James Wells, 

T. J. C. Fagg, 

J. M. M’Kenzie, 
J. D. Hammond, 
George J. Ferry, 
George L. Wright, 
L. D. Barrows, 

C. E. Hendrickson, 
Cyrus D. Foss, 
James M. Buckley, 
John W. M’Adoo, 
Isaac Garmoe, 

W. Whitney, 

A. C. Swayzee, 

E. C. Griswold, 
Edward F. Mues, 
James F. Darnall, 
W. Y. Miles, 
Rufus Willard, 
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May 2 


Sz0oND 
Day. 


Delaware. 

Des Moines. 

Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Illinois. 

India. 


_Indiana. 


Towa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota, 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 
Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern Iowa. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
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May 2 W. B. Wood, Philadelphia. 
De S. H, Nesbit, Pittsburgh. 


John Kendrick, 
Henry Green, 

J. B. M’Kean, 
Henry C. Fike, 
W.R. Jervey, — 
John W. Ray, 

F. Doelfeld, 

A. W. Metealf, 
E. W. Cunningham, 
G. W. Marquardt, 
A. F. Lillard, 
Gabriel Todd, Jun., 
George L. Clark, 
Joel B. Taylor, 
William R. Puffer, 
William M. Wright, 
T. B. Snowden, . 
H. H. Otis, 

M. B. Walker, 

B. F. Martin, 
Merton Herrick, 

J. F. Williamson, 
Daniel Mowe, 

J. G. Eckman, 


Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana, 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas, 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. | 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 

West Virginia 
West Wisconsin. 


Wilmington, 


Wisconsin, 
Wyoming. 


’ CHURCH EXTENSION, 


William P. Miller, 


Alabama. 


Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas. 


Thos. R. Carskadon, 
Wesley Dennett, 
Louis Hartman, 
David M’Williams, 
J. R. French, 
William Lawrence, 
M. W. Jackson, 
Christian A. Loeber, 
W. R. Warnock, 
John Evans, 
William Perkins, 

E. M. H. Fleming, 


Baltimore. 
California. 

Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago Gernua, 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
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George W. Fish, 
John W. Freund, 
H. Ruggles, 
James H. Wilbur, 
R. H. Hurlburt, 
Norman Webster, 
N. P. Harbin, 
Charles H. Doering, 
H. Presnell, 

W. J. Henry, 

J. M. Thoburn, 
W.C. De Pauw, 
James B. Weaver, 
C. Holman, 

Amos Shinkle, 
George Cissel, 

H. W. Dennis, 
Graham Bell, 

jo }ePerty, 

D. F. Barnes, 

J. D. Blake, 

S. H. H. Toles, 
W. J. Martindale, 
E. H. Rogers, 

J. D. Hammond, 
Lewis R. Dunn, 
T. P. Richardson, 
J. W. Adams, 
Enoch Green, 

G. G. Decker, 
Daniel A. Goodsell, 
J. W. M’Adoo, 
William R. Cobb, 
Joseph H. Defrees, 
William H. Painter, 
Edward F, Mues, 
Charles A. Brooke, 
Bennett Mitchell, 
H. C. Drinkle, 

N. Doane, 

C.F. Turner, 

I. C. Pershing, 
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Detroit. Mage: 
East German, sg 


East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 

Georgia, 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston, 

Illinois. 

India. 

Indiana, 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York, 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German, 
North-west Indiana, 
North-west Iowa, 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh. 


538 
May 2. 


SEconD 
Day. 


Freedmen. 
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L. D. Davis, 
William A. Smith, 
George M. Pierce, 
Henry C. Fike, 
Alonzo Webster, 
Will Cumback, 
Frederick Schuler, 
Joseph Earp, 

D. P. Mitchell, 

G. F. Niedringhaus, 
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Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 


A. F. Lillard, Tennessee. 
G. Todd, Jun., Texas. 
T. A. Griffin, Troy. 
A. J. Kynett, Upper Iowa. 
Asa M. Dickey, Vermont. 
A. J. Porter, Virginia. 
J. W. Cochran, Washington. 
Edmund Ocumpaugh, Western New York. 
M. B. Walker, West Texas. 
B. F. Martin, West Virginia. 
William Haw, West Wisconsin. 
Thomas Mallalieu, Wilmington. 
Daniel Mowe, Wisconsin. 
Horace G. Prindle, Wyoming. 
FREEDMEN. 

William P. Miller, Alabama. 
Richard W. Hammett, Arkansas. 
Thos. R. Carskadon, Baltimore. 
William S. Turner, California. 


Louis Hartman, 
William Underwood, 
Benoni I. Ives, 
John W. Hiett, 
F. B. Riddle, 
Louis Appel, 
Granville Moody, 
Benj. F. Crary, 
W. Perkins, 

A. Burns, 

G. W. Fish, 
Peter Neu, 


Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 
Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 
Colorado. 
Delaware. 

Des Moines. 
Detroit. 

East German. 
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I. Calderwood, 

J. L. Carter, 

G. W. Chesbro, 

N. Webster, 

E. Q.. Fuller, 

C. H. Doering, 

H. Presnell, 

W. J. Henry, 

J. M. Thoburn, 

T. P. Haughey, 
James B. Weaver, 
J. Pipher, 

J. C. Harrison, 
Willis L. Muir, 

D. Ware, 

J. C. Hartzell, 
Moses French, 
John M. Reid, 

A. J. Goodrich, 
James Wells, 

S. G. Brock, 

J. M’Kenzie, 
John D. Hammond, 
R. L. Dashiell, 
William R. Clark, 
L. D. Barrows, 
Enoch Green, 

W. R. Cobb, 

J. H. Defrees, 

W. H. Painter, 
Edward F. Mues, 
Jesse Meharry, 
Isaac Garmoe, 
Richard Wheatley, 
Daniel Curry, 
Matthew Alston, 
Frederick Merrick, 
Rufus Willard, 
Robert M. Hatfield, 
J. W. F. White, 
W. H. Stetson, 
Charles H. Fowler, 
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East Maine. May 2. 
E. Oregon and Washington. "Day? 
Erie. 

Florida. 

Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. 

Tilinois. 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington. 

Liberia. 

Louisiana. 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri. 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. 

‘Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
New York. 
New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 5 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 
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May 2. 
SECOND 
Day. 


State of the 
Church. 
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J. B. M’Kean, 
Henry C. Fike, 
Wei. Jervey; 

J. H. Bayliss, 
Frederick Doelfeld, 
G. W. Hughey, 

A. Buckner, 

G. F. Niedringhaus, 
John Braden, 

W. L. Malloy, 

E. Wentworth, 
Emory Miller, 

R. L. Jones, 
William M. Wright, 
J. W. Cochran, 

E. Ocumpaugh, 
William Brush, 

1D s fan Gam Db a 

D. W. Ball, 

J. F. Williamson, 
George Rogers, 

P. Pettibone, 


STATE OF 


William P. Miller, 
R. W. Hammett, 
G. W. Cooper, 

H. C. Benson, 

H. Liebhart, 
David M’Williams, 
James Erwin, 

W. Lawrence, 

B. B. Hamlin, 
Louis Appel, 

A. Lowrey, 

John Evans, 

W. Perkins, 

N. B. Moore, 
Lewis R. Fiske, 
Peter Neu, 

H. Ruggles, 

J. H. Wilbur, 


Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 

West Virginia. 

West Wisconsin. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


THE CHURCH. 


Alabama. 

Arkansas. 

Baltimore. 

California. 

Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 

Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

‘Delaware. 

Des Moines. 

Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington 
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George W. Chesbro, 


C. L. Robinson, 
E. Q. Fuller, — 

C. H. Doering, 
J. W. Ramsey, 
W. N. M’Elroy, 
J. M. Thoburn, 
R. Andrus, 

John Mahin, 

J. Pipher, : 
J. S. Chadwick, 
George Cissel, 
H. W. Dennis, 
Graham Bell, 

H. P. Torsey, 
W. H. Perrine, 
W. M’Kinley,. 

S. H. H. Toles, 
J. W. Coughlan, 
W. B. Slaughter, 
J. D. Hammond, 
Eli C. Bruce, 

S. N. Campbell, 
G. W. Geddes, 
F. Kopp, 

C. A. Brooke, 

B. Mitchell, 

J. N. FitzGerald, 
J. Cummings, 

J. W. Adams, 
W...H. Bodine, 
John Miley, 

M. L. Scudder, 
J. W. M’Adoa, 
W. Y. Miles, 
Nehemiah. Doane, 
William B. Wood, 
Joseph Horner, 
D. P. Leavitt, 

R.. F. Queal,, 

J. B. M’Kean, 
Clinton B. Fisk, 
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Erie. May @. 
Florida. _ oa 
Georgia. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
Holston. ; 
Illinois, 

India. 

Indiana. 

Iowa. 

Kansas. 

Kentucky. 
Lexington, 

Liberia. 

Louisiana, 

Maine. 

Michigan. 
Minnesota. 
Mississippi. 
Missouri.’ 

Nebraska. 

Nevada. . 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana.. 
North-west: Iowa. 
Newark. 

New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain, 
Saint Louis, 
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May 2. 


Srconp 
Day. 


Book 
cern 


Con- 
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A. Webster, 

F. C. Holliday, 

F. Doelfeld, 

J. H. Gunn, 

W. S. Smith, 

F. W. Marquardt, 
A. F. Lillard, 
Gabriel Todd, Jun., 
G. L. Clarke, 

J. B. Taylor, 

J. D. Beeman, 

A. J. Porter, 

W. W. Foreman, 
William H. DePuy, 
William Brush, 

G. W. Atkinson, 
Merton Herrick, 
L. C. Matlack, 
Henry Colman, 

R. Nelson, 


South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
South Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. | 
West Texas. 

West Virginia. 

West Wisconsin. 
Wilmington, 
Wisconsin, 
Wyoming. 


BOOK CONCERN. 


William P. Miller, 
R. W. Hammett, 
John Lanahan, 

H. C. Benson, 
Louis Hartman, 
W. H. Hunter, 
David Decker, 

W. G. Waters, 
Thompson Mitchell, 
C. A. Loeber, 

C. W. Rowland, 
John Evans, 
William Perkins, 
N. B. Moore, 

L. R. Fiske, 

J. W. Freund, 
George Pratt, 

J. H. Wilbur, 
William P. Bignell, 
Norman Webster, 


Alabama. 

Arkansas. 

Baltimore. 

California. 

Central German. 
Central Illinois. 
Central New York 
Central Ohio. 

Central Pennsylvania. 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des Moines. 

Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 
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E. Q. Fuller, Georgia. Se =. 
C. H. Doering, Germany and Switzerland. "23? 
J. W. Ramsey, Holston. 
H. Buck, Illinois. 
J. M. Thoburn, India. 
T. P. Haughey, Indiana. 
G. N. Power, Iowa. 
J. Pipher, Kansas. 
Amos Shinkle, Kentucky. 
W.L. Muir, Lexington. 
D. Ware, Liberia. 
J. C. Hartzell, Louisiana, 
iy.) Perry. Maine. 
W. Allman, Michigan. 
J. D. Biake, Minnesota. 
A. C. M’Donald, Mississippi. 
S. G. Brock, Missouri. 
E. H. Rogers, Nebraska, 
J. D. Hammond, Nevada. 
George J. Ferry, Newark. 


T. P. Richardson, 
M. T. Cilley, 

C. E. Hendrickson, 
J. B. Cornell, 

G. G. Reynolds, 
Matthew Alston, 
Isaac S. Bingham, 
N. H. Phillips, 
E. C. Griswold, 
Frederick Kopp, 
John L. Smith, 
Isaac Garmoe, 

T. W. Stanley, 

R. Willard, 
Thomas W. Price, 
J. W. F. White, 
D. A. Whedon, 
R. F. Queal, 

G. M. Pierce, 

B. St. J. Fry, 
W.R. Jervey, 
John W. Ray, 


New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina.. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German. 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain. 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 


64 


May 2. 


Sxconp 
Day. 


Boundaries. 
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F, Schuler, 

A. W. Metcalf, 
W. S. Smith, 
W. Koeneke, 
John Braden, 
W. L. Molloy, 
E. Wentworth, 
D. N. Cooley, 
W.R. Puffer, 
A. J. Porter; 


~T. B. Snowden, 


William H. De Puy, 
William Brush, 


Southern German. 
Southern Illinois. 
Southern Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 

Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 


J. M. Powell, West Virginia, 

P. S. Mather, West Wisconsin. 

J. F. Williamson, Wilmington, 

G. M. Steele, Wisconsin. 

H. Wheeler, Wyoming 
BOUNDARIES. 

W. P. Miller, Alabama. 

R. W. Hammett, Arkansas. 

G. W. Cooper, Baltimore. 

H. C. Benson, California. 


J. Rothweiler, 

W. Underwood, 

D. W. C. Huntington, 
L. A. Belt, 
Thompson Mitchell, 
C..Ai Loeber, 
Granville Moody, 
Benjamin F. Crary, 
Hooper Jolley, 

E. M. H. Fleming, 
D. Preston, 

Peter Neu, 

George Pratt, 

J. H. Wilbur, 

C, Clarke, 

C. L. Robinson, 

C. H. Doering, 


Central German. 

Central Illinois. 

Central New York. 
Central Ohio. 

Central Pennsylvania, 
Chicago German. 
Cincinnati. 

Colorado. 

Delaware. 

Des Moines, 

Detroit. 

East German. 

East Maine. 

E. Oregon and Washington. 
Erie. 

Florida. 

Germany and Switzerland. 
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C. O. Fisher, Georgia. Man= 
J. W. Ramsey, Holston, “Dawe 
Hiram Buck, Illinois. 

J..M. Thoburn, India. . 
Hayden Hays, Indiana. 

G. N. Power, Iowa. 

S. W. Lloyd, Kansas, 
B.P. Vevis, Kentucky. 
Willis L. Muir, ° _ Lexington. 
H. W.. Dennis, Liberia. 

J. C. Hartzell, Louisiana. 
Moses French, Maine. 

F. D. Hemenway, Michigan. 
G. W. T. Wright, Minnesota. 
Moses Adams, Mississippi. 
W. J. Martindale, Missouri. x 
E. H. Rogers, Nebraska. 
J. D. Hammond, Nevada. 
Lewis R. Dunn, Newark. 


A. M’Keown, 
M. T. Cilley, 

C. W. Heisley, 
J. B. Cornell, 
M. L. Scudder, 
Matthew Alston, 
I. S. Bingham, 
N. H. Phillips, 
G. W. Geddes, 
Frederick Kopp, 
C. A. Brooke, 
B. Mitchell, 

R. W. Manley, 
N. Doane, 

A. O. Hiester, 
C. Aultman, 

J. Kendrick, 

F. P. Cleveland, 
G. M. Pierce, 

J. L. Walker, 
A. Webster, 
John W. Ray, 


Frederick Schuler, 
5 


New England. 

New Hampshire. 
New Jersey. 

New York. 

New York East. 
North Carolina. 
Northern New York. 
North Indiana. 
North Ohio. 
North-west German, 
North-west Indiana. 
North-west Iowa. 
Ohio. 

Oregon. 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Providence. 

Rock River. 

Rocky Mountain: 
Saint Louis. 

South Carolina. 
South-eastern Indiana. 
Southern German. 
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May. Rs. 


SECOND 
Dax, 


M. B. Walk- 
er admitted 
in place of 
J. M. Hol- 
land. 


D.S. Monroe 
and Jas. B. 
Weaver 
elected As- 
sistant Sec- 
retaries. 


Committee 
on Public 
Worship. 


Committee 
on Appeals 
stricken 
from list of 
Commit- 
tees. 
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A. W. Metcalf, 
A. Buckner, 

W. Koeneke, 
John Braden, 
W. L. Molloy, 
J. M. Webster, 
Hiram Price, 

R. Morgan, 
William M. Wright, 
W. W. Foreman, 
K. D. Nettleton, 
W. Brush, 

W. Haw, 

D. H. K. -Diay 
T. Mallalieu, 
George Rogers, 
William H. Olin, 


[1876. 


Southern IJJinois. 
Southern Kansas. 
South-west German. 
Tennessee. 
Texas. 

Troy. 

Upper Iowa. 
Vermont. 

Virginia. 
Washington. 
Western New York. 
West Texas. 

West Wisconsin. 
West Virginia. 
Wilmington. 
Wisconsin. 
Wyoming. 


William Brush, of the West Texas Conference, stated 
that J. M. Holland, the lay delegate, was absent, and 
M. B. Walker, the reserve delegate, was admitted in his 


stead. 


David S. Monroe, of the Central Pennsylvania Con- 
ference, and James B. Weaver, of the Iowa Con- 
ference, were: nominated and elected Assistant Sec- 


retaries, 


On motion of L. C. Queal, Conference ordered that 


the nominations to be made by the several delegations 
for members of the Standing Committees be final. 

On motion of John Lanahan, the following persons 
were appointed a Committee on Public Worship, namely : 
W. Downs, A. E. Gibson, J. B. Stitt, J. A. Price, W. H. 
Holliday, W. T. L. Weech, Joseph France, H. R. Naylor, 
S. V. Leech, W. H. Chapman. 

On motion of John Lanahan, seats were assigned to 
the Committee on Entertainment of the Delegates. 

On motion of D. P. Mitchell, thé Conference recon- 
sidered the action by which the list of Standing Com- 
mittees was adopted. 

The Committee on Appeals was then, on motion of 
L. Hitchcock, stricken from the list of Standing Com- 
mittees. 
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_ A Committee on Boundaries was, on motion of E. O. 
Haven, added to the list. 

The list of Standing Committees, as amended, was 
then re-adopted. 

L. C. Queal moved that a Committee of fifteen, to 
be known as the Judiciary Committee, be constituted, 
to which all questions of law contained in the records 
and documents submitted to it from Judicial Confer- 
ences, and including also questions of appeal, bé sub- 
mitted. 

K. P. Jervis moved, as an amendment, that the Com- 
mittee consist of twelve, one from each General Confer- 
ence District, to be appointed by the delegates of the 
districts respectively. 

Alexander Burns moved to increase the number to 
twenty-four, which motion was laid on the table. 

William H. Hunter moved, as a substitute for the 

_whole, that the records and documents from Judicial 
Conferences be referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy. 

On motion of D. K. Nettleton, the motion of W. H. 
Hunter was laid on the table. After which the motion, 
as amended by K. P. Jervis, was adopted. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. Notices were 
given, the doxology sung, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by Bishop Simpson. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 3. 


Conference met at nine o’clock, Bishop Simpson in 
the chair. The usual religious services were conduct- 
ed by Lucius C. Matlack. 

On motion, the further calling of the roll was dis- 
pensed with. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Horace G. Prindle, a lay delegate of the Wyoming 

Conference, having arrived, answered to his name. 
- On motion of J. M. Buckley, the Rules were sus- 
pended to hear the report of the Committee on Rules 
of Order; and were further suspended to receive the 
nominations for the Judiciary Committee. 


May 2. 


SEcoND 
Day. 


Judiciary 
Committee. 


Jervis’s 
amend- 
ment. 


Burns's 


amendment 
laid on the 
table. 
Hunter's 
substitute 
laid on the 
table. 


Committee 
ordered. 


May 3. 
Trrrp Day. 
Morning. 

Bishop 
Simpson 
presiding. 


H. G. Prin- 
dle present, 


Report of 
Committee 
on Rules of 
Order. 
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May 3. 
Turrp Day. 
Morning. 


Bules of Or- 
der. 
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The Committee on Rules of Order presented their 
report, which was read, and, after full consideration and 
several amendments, was adopted, as follows: 


RULES OF ORDER. 


The Committee to prepare Rules of Order present the following 
as their report : 

I. The Conference shall meet at nine o’clock A. M., and adjourn 
at one P. M.; but may alter the time of meeting and adjournment at 
their discretion. 

2. The President shall take the chair precisely at the hour to 
which the Conference stood adjourned, and cause the same to be 
opened by reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer; and on the 
appearance of a quorum shall have the Journals of the preceding 
session read and approved, and the business of the Conference shall 
proceed in the following order, namely : 

(1.) Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals; in calling for which the 
Annual Conferences shall be named in alphabetical order. 

(2.) The roll of Gonferences shall be repeated for the presentation 
of resolutions and miscellaneous business. 

(3.) Reports, first, of the Standing, and then of the Select Com- 
mittees: provided always, that each call severally shall have been 
completed before either preceding one shall be repeated. 

3. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the Conference; but in case of such appeal the question 
shall be taken without debate. 

4. He shall appoint all committees not otherwise specially ordered 
by the Conference. 

5. On assigning the floor to any member of the Conference, 


- he shall distinctly announce the name of the member to whom it is 


assigned, and the Conference he represents. 

6. All resolutions introduced by any member shall be written and 
presented in duplicate by the mover; and all motions, if the Presi- 
dent, Secretary, or any two members request it. 

7. When a motion is made, or a resolution is introduced and sec- 
onded, or a report presented, and is read by the Secretary or stated 
by the President, it shall be deemed in possession of the Conference ; 
but any motion or resolution may be withdrawn by the mover, with 
the consent of the Conference, at any time before amendment or de- 
cision. 

8. All motions to postpone or to lay on the table shall be taken 
without debate. 

g. No new motion or resolution shall be entertained until the one 
under consideration has been disposed of, which may be done by 
adoption or rejection, unless one of the following motions should 
intervene, which shall have precedence in the order in which they 
are placed, namely: ’ 

(1.) Indefinite postponement. 

(2.) Laying on the table. 

(3.) Reference to a committee. 

(4.) Postponement to a-given time. 

(5.) Substitute. 

(6.) Amendment. . 

A substitute or an amendment may be amended. 

to. When any member is about to speak in debate, or to deliver 
any matter to the Conference, he shall rise and respectfully address 
the President, but shall not proceed until recognized by him. 

11. No member shall be interrupted when speaking except by the 
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President, to call him to order when he departs from the question, or 
uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any member may 
call the attention of the President to the subject when he deems a 
speaker out of order, and any member may explain if he thinks him- 
self misrepresented. 

12. When a member desires to speak to a question of privilege, he 
shall briefly state the question; but it shall not be in order for him to 
proceed until the President shall have decided it a privileged ques- 
tion. 

13. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without leave of the 
Conference ; nor shall any person speak more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken, provided, however, 
that the mover of a resolution, or a committee making a report, 
shall, in all cases, be entitled to ten minutes to close the debate. 

14. When any motion or resolution shall have been acted upon by 
the Conference, it shall be in order for any member who voted with 
the prevailing side to move a reconsideration ; but-a motion to re- 
consider a non-debatable motion shall be decided without debate. 

15. No member shall absent himself from the service of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he is sick or unable to attend. 

16. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is 
not within the bar at the time when such question shall be put by the 
. President, except by leave of the Conference, when such member has 
been necessarily absent. 

17. Every member who is within the bar of the Conference at the 
time the question is put shall give his vote, unless the Conference, 
for special reasons, excuse him, 

18. No resolution altering’or rescinding any rule of Discipline shall 
be adopted until it shall have been in the possession of the Confer- 
ence at least one day. 

1g. It shall be in order for any member to call for the yeas and 
nays on any question before the Conference, and if the call be sus- 
tained by forty members present, the vote thereon shall be taken by 
yeas and nays. 

20. It shall be in order to move that the question be taken without 
further debate on any measure pending before the General Confer- 
ence, except in cases in which character is involved ; and if sustained 
by a vote of two thirds, the question shall be so taken. 

21. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be de- 
cided without debate. 

22. Each’ member of this body presenting memorials, petitions, 
and other papers for reference, shall prepare the paper by writing in 
a plain hand on the back of it the following items, in the following 
order, namely : 

(1.) Name of the member presenting the paper. 

(2.) Conference from which it comes. 

(3.) Pastoral charge of the Conference sending it. 

(4.) Subject to which it relates. 

(5.) First name on the petition. 

(6.) Number of other petitioners. 

(7.) The committee to which he desires it to be referred. 

Papers thus presented, if no objection be made, shall be referred as 
indicated without a vote of the Conference. 

- 23, When any member shall move a reference of any portion of 
the Journal of his Conference to any Committee, he shall at the 
sume time furnish a copy of the portion he wishes referred, filed as 
already provided in case of memorials. : 

24. All resolutions contemplating verbal alterations of the Disci- 
pline shall state the language of the paragraph or line proposed to 
be altered, and also the language proposed to be substituted. 
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25. All Committees proposing changes of Discipline shall recite 
paragraph and line proposed to be amended, and also the paragraph, 
as amended, complete. 

26. All written motions, reports, and communications to the Con- 
ference shall be passed to the Secretary, to be by him read to the 
Conference, unless the Conference shall, when such paper is offered, 
request the proposer of the paper to read it to the Conference. 

27. All Committees shall furnish duplicates of their reports, and 
all persons offering resolutions shall be required to furnish duplicates 
when, by Rule Sixth, they are required to write them. 

28. These Rules shall not be suspended except by a two-thirds 
vote of the members present and voting. 


G. Moody moved the publication, in pamphlet form, 
of an alphabetical list of the members of the Con- 
ference, and also the names of committees, the offi- 
cers of committees, and the times and places of the 
meeting of the Committees. 

J. Lanahan moved to include the homes of members, 
and such other matters as the Agents may deem proper. 

On motion of J. H. Bayliss, the whole matter was re- 
ferred to the Book Agents. 

Bishop Simpson announced the following Special Com- 
mittee on the Observance of the Sabbath, and on Selling 
Intoxicating Liquors on the Centennial Grounds, Phila- 
delphia, namely: John Lanahan, Hiram Price, Lewis 
R. Dunn. 

J. Lanahan moved that the names of Thomas W. 
Price and William J. Paxson of Philadelphia be added, 
which was agreed to. 

Bishop Janes introduced Rev. W. B. Pope, fraternal 
delegate from the British Wesleyan Conference. 

On motion, the rules were suspended to hear the 
report of the Committee on Time and Place of Receiv- 
ing Fraternal Delegates. They then presented their 
report in part, which was read and adopted, as fol- 
Ows: 


The Committee on the Time and Place of Receiying Fraternal 
Delegates respectfully report : 

1. That the place for the reception of all the delegates be the 
Academy of Music. 

2. That the reception of the fraternal communications from the 
British Wesleyan Conference, and of the addresses of their Fraternal 
Delegates, our esteemed brethren, Rev. W. B. Pope and James 
H. Rigg, D.D., be the order of the day for Saturday, May 6, at 
eleven o'clock A. M. 

3. That the hour for the reception of the other Fraternal Delegates 
be from two to four o’clock P. M. on such days as shall be hereafter 
fixed by the General Conference. 


1876.] Journal of the General Conference. 


J. P. Newman moved that the appointments made by 
the Committee on Public Worship be adhered to by the 
Conference. 

W. L. Muir moved, as a substitute, that the Commit 
tee be discharged, and that each pastor secure supplies 
for his own pulpit, which substitute was adopted. 

Gardner Baker moved that the reception of the Bish- 
ops’ Address be made the order of the day for to-mor- 
‘row at ten o’clock A. M., which was agreed to. 

Conference proceeded to the organization of the Ju- 
diciary Committee, and made the following appoint- 
ments : 


Joseph Cummings, George G. Reynolds, 
Erastus O. Haven, Alfred Wheeler, 
Lucius C. Matlack, — Joseph M. Trimble, 
Alexander C. M’Donald, George B. Jocelyn, 
Cyrus Brooks, Richard N. Davies, 
Henry C. Benson, - Jacob Rothweiler. 


A. J. Kynett presented the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That a Committee of two ministers and two laymen from 
each General Conference District, to be nominated by the District 
Delegations respectively, to be called the Committee on Lay Repre- 
sentation, shall be appointed, to which all papers relating to. lay 
membership in the General, Annual, and District Conferences shall 
be réferred, and which may report such measures for the action of 
the General Conference as the Committee may deem wise. 


H. C. Benson stated that one of the lay delegates 
from California had artived, and asked permission to 
make some changes in the Committees, and the request 
was granted. 

The Report of the Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union 
was presented by the Chair, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church. [See Appendix, 57,] 

On motion of J. Lanahan, it was resolved that when 
we adjourn, we adjourn to meet at 3:30 P.M. in the 
Eutaw-street Methodist Episcopal Church. } 
_ J. C. Hartzell, J. Braden, and C. O. Fisher severally 
presented papers relative to sending greetings to the 
General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, now in session at Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Francis S. Hoyt moved to refer the papers to the 
Committee on Correspondence. 

Pending the discussion of the subject, on motion 
of I. C. Pershing a Committee of five on the Reception 
of Fraternal Delegates, and a similar Committee of five 
on Correspondence, was ordered. 

J. Rothweiler moved to lay the whole matter on the 
table, which was lost. 

H. Wheeler moved, as a substitute for the whole, that — 
this General Conference cordially approve the action 
of the Bishops in sending Fraternal Delegates to the 
General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, now in session at Atlanta, Georgia. 

J. L. Smith moved to lay the substitute on the table, 
which motion was lost. 

H. Wheeler then withdrew his motion as a substitute, 
and offered it as an amendment, so as to read: 


The General Conference approve the action of the Bishops in 
sending Delegates to the General Conference of the African Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, and that.all papers relating to the subject 
be referred to the Committees on Fraternal Delegates and Corre- 
spondence. 

The motion was adopted, and the Committees on 
Fraternal Delegates and Correspondence instructed to 
report on Friday. 

On motion of H. C. Dickhaut, J. W. Freund was 
added to the Committee on the Sabbath and the Sale 
of Liquors at the Centennial Exposition. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. 

Announcements were made, the doxology was sung, 


and the benediction was pronounced by Bishop Peck. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 3, 


Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in Eutaw- 
street Church, at 3:30 P. M., Bishop Haven in the chair. 

The usual religious services were conducted by Henry 
Liebhart. 

The reading of the Minutes of the morning session 
was deferred until Thursday morning. 

After protracted consideration as to the mode of 
organizing the Standing Committees, the whole matter 
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was laid on the table until the appointment of the May 3. 


Committee on Lay Representation, ordered at the morn- 
ing session, which was constituted as follows: 


LAY REPRESENTATION. 


Richard W. Hammett, 

John P. Newman, 

Peter Bohl, 

Henry C. Dickhaut, 

George R. Palmer, 
“« Luke’C. Queal, 
David Decker, 
John F. Hiett, 
Henry R. Mosser, 
John F. Marlay, 
Charles H. Gatch, © 
Arthur Edwards, 
John W. Freund, 
Hiram Ruggles, 
James H. Wilbur, 
John W. Ramsey, 
Reuben Andrus, 
J. W. M’Donald, 
Sylvester W. Lloyd, 
Amos Shinkle, 
James Wells, 
William B. Slaughter, 
George J. Ferry, 
William R. Clark, 
Thomas Hanlon, 
John B. Cornell, 
Matthew Alston, 
William H. Painter, 
Edward F, Mues, 
Jesse Meharry, 
Rufus Willard, 
Thomas W. Price, 
Richard L. Miller, 
Lucius D. Davis, 
Robert F. Queal, 
Clinton B. Fisk, 
William B. Smith, 
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East Maine. 
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Mississippi. 
Nebraska. 

Newark. 

New England. 

New Jersey. 
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Hermann Koch, South-west German. 
Hiram C. Sexton, Troy. 

Dennis N. Cooley, Upper Iowa. 
William R. Puffer, Vermont. 


William M. Wright, —- Virginia. : 
Kasimir P. Jervis, Western New York. 
William Brush, West Texas. 

Benjamin F. Martin, West Virginia. 

Peter S. Mather, West Wisconsin. 
George M. Steele, Wisconsin. 


Horace G. Prindle, Wyoming. 


‘On motion, the subject of the organization of the 
Standing Committees was taken from the table, and 
the Conference proceeded with the business under con- 
sideration. 

The Committee on Episcopacy retired, by direction 
of the Conference, and completed their organization by 
the election of Reuben Nelson as Chairman, and Arthur 
Edwards as Secretary. 

In a similar manner the Committee on Itinerancy 
organized by the election of M. D’C. Crawford as 
Chairman, and K. P. Jervis as Secretary. 

The Committee on Missions organized by the election 
of H. Price as Chairman, and A. S. Hunt as Secretary. 

The Committee on Education then retired for organ- 
ization. 

On motion, the Conference reconsidered the action 
of the morning session, by which the Committee on 
Public Worship had been discharged. 

On motion of Granville Moody, Willis L. Muir was 
added to the Committee on Public Worship. 

J. M. Walden offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, namely : 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven on General Conference and 
Delegates’ Expenses be appointed by the Chair, and that said Com- 


mittee receive the collections from the Delegates, and disburse the 
same as the General Conference may direct. 


On motion of John Kendrick, it was resolved that in 
no case shall the expenses of more than one full set of 
Delegates from the same Conference be paid, except by 
a special vote of the General Conference. 
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On motion of Lorenzo D. Barrows, the Chairmen 
of all the large Committees were requested to arrange 
for not more than three meetings each week, and that 
as far as possible the Committees meet on alternate 
days. 

On motion of A. S. Hunt, the Chairmen of the several 
Committees were requested to consult with each other 
and with the Committee on Entertainment as to the 
time and place of the meetings of the Committees, and 
to announce the same to the Conference, and also have 
them printed in the Directory to be prepared by the 
Book Agents. 

John W. Ray moved that the Conference fix May 23 
as the day of its final adjournment. The motion was 
‘laid on the table. 

George B. Jocelyn moved that the election of Gen- 
eral Conference officers be made the order of the day 
for the 11th instant. The motion was laid on the 
table. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned, The doxol- 
ogy was sung, and the benediction was pronounced by 
Asbury Lowrey. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 4. 


Conference mei at the appointed hour, Bishop E. R. 
Ames in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by B. I. Ives. 

The Journals of yesterday’s sessions, morning and 
afternoon, were read and approved. 

Bishop Ames announced the following Committee on 
Reception of Fraternal Delegates, namely: Cyrus D. 
Foss, John P. Newman, Dennis N. Cooley, Asbury 
Lowrey, John Braden. 

On motion of Sandford Hunt, the Rules were sus- 
pended in order to consider the propriety of appointing 
a Committee to examine and report concerning modifi- 
cations of the Discipline. They were further suspended 
in order to receive additional resolutions, and for the 
purpose of ordering the appointment of several Special 
Committees. 
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The following resolution was then presented by 
Sandford Hunt, and adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to examine and 
report what modifications of the Discipline are necessary to secure 
to our Church the advantages proposed by the statutes of several 
of the States in regard to religious corporations. 


On motion of I. S. Bingham, it was ordered that the 
organization of the remaining Standing Committees be 
made the special order for to-day at 12 M. 

James A. Harris, a reserve delegate of the Wash- 
ington Conference, was, on motion, permitted to take 
the place of J. W. Cochran, who was absent. 

John Mahin, of Iowa; G. F. Niedringhaus, of South- 
west German; J. H. Gunn, of Southern Illinois; William 
Rice, of New England; E. W. Cunningham and W. B. 
Smith, of South Kansas Conferences, were announced 
as present. : 

The following changes were made on committees: 
G. G. Reynolds, in place of J. French; P. Bohl, in place 
of W. S. Turner, on Tracts, and of W. Dennett, on 
Church Extension; J. H. Harris, in place of J. W. 
Cochran, on the Committee to which he was assigned ; 
G. F. Neidringhaus, in place of H. Koch, on Révisals ; 
N. Webster, in place of C. L. Robinson, on Revisals ; 
L. Appel, in place of C. A. Loeber, on Sunday-schools 
and Tracts. 

On motion of I. S. Bingham, three Special Commit- 
tees, to consist of seven members each, were ordered 
on Temperance, Pastoral Address, and American Bible 
Society. 

J. N. Brown presented the following resolution : 


Resolved, That a Special Committee of nine be appointed by the 
Chair, to consider the propriety of revising our Hymn and Tune 
Books, so as to adapt them more perfectly to general use in all our 
Churches and congregations ; 


which was read, and, on motion, adopted. 

On motion, Conference reconsidered its action in 
adopting the resolution offered by J. N. Brown, and 
after changing the number from nine to twelve, and 
erasing the words “and Tune,” the resolution was 
adopted. 


’ 
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The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, the order of the 
day was taken up, and Bishop Janes read the Episcopal 
Address. [See Appendix, 1,| 

G. Moody and E. O. Haven presented the following 
paper, which was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That we have listened with profound interest and de- 
light to the comprehensive, able, and eloquent Episcopal Address, 
just read before this General Conference, and that we request its 
publication in the “ Daily Advocate,” and in all the official papers of 
our Church; and also that five thousand copies be printed in 
pamphlet form ; and, finally, that all the pastors be requested to read 
it in their congregations on some Sabbath morning in June, in lieu 
of the usual sermon. 


Resolved, Also, that the several Committees of this Conference are 
hereby instructed to consider and report upon such portions of the 
Address as relate to the interests which these Committees have re- 
spectively in charge. 

On motion of L. Hitchcock, so much of the Episco- 
pal Address as relates to the subject of Charters was 
referred to a Committee of five. 

On motion of R. Nelson, it was ordered that a Com- 
mittee of one from each General Conference District 
be appointed, to whom the whole subject of expenses 
of Judicial Conferences for the past four years, and here- 
after, shall be referred. 

A resolution requesting Bishops Simpson and Harris, 
and the*Chairmen of the Standing Committees, to prepare 
a report defining the duties of the several Standing Com- 
mittees, and an order of business, was presented and 
read, and, on motion, was laid on the table. 

On motion of I. C. Pershing, a Special Committee of 

five was ordered to make arrangements for suitable 
services commemorative of the Bishops and members of 
the last General Conference who have died during the 
past quadrennium, 

B. F. Crary presented a resolution requesting the ap- 
pointment of a Committee of five to take into consider- 
ation the subject of publishing religious literature in the 
Spanish language. Referred to Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

The hour of 12 M, having arrived, the order of the day, 
the organization of Standing Committees, was taken up. 

The Committee on Education reported that it had 
organized by the election of E, O. Haven, Chairman, 
and B. St. James Fry, Secretary. 
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The Committee on Revisals was permitted to retire 
for organization. 

On motion of J. M. Reid the regular order of the day 
was taken up, and the call of the Conference was made 
for Petitions, Memorials, and Appeals. They were pre- 
sented, read, and referred as follows, namely : 


BALTIMORE. 
L. F. Morgan presented the report of the Centenary 


Biblical Institute of Baltimore, signed by the Trustees, 


F, A. Crook, and others, which was referred to the — 
Committee on Education. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


V. Witting presented a petition, signed by John P. 
Larsson and three others, for the organization of an 
Annual Conference in Sweden, which was referred to 
the Committee on Missions. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. F. Marlay presented a memorial from Grace Church, 
Dayton, Ohio, signed by Thomas H. Pearne, Chairman, 
and S. M. Sullivan, Secretary, asking for a reduction of 
Church collections, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 


DETROIT. 


J. S. Smart presented the action of the Detroit Con- 
ference on the subject of an elective Presiding Elder- 
ship, which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
He also presented a paper on Lay Representation in 
the Annual Conferences, which was referred to the Spe- 
cial Committee on Lay Representation. 


INDIANA. 


Hayden Hays presented a memorial from Locust - 
street Church, Greencastle, Indiana, signed by John F. 
Carver and two hundred and fourteen others, on the 
subject of Boundaries.. Referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 
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MICHIGAN. 


J. M. Reid presented the letter of H. W. Dennis on 
the subject of Liberia Conference and Bishop; and also 
the Memorial of the Board of Managers of the Mission- 
ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church asking 
changes in the Constitution of the Society. Both of 
which were referred to Committee on Missions. 


MINNESOTA. 


J. D. Blake presented a copy of the action of the 
Minnesota Conference on Book Concern accounts, 
adopted September 20, 1875; also a copy of the action 
of the same Conference relative to the establishment of 
a weekly Norwegian paper, both of which were referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern; also the action 
of the Lay Electoral Conference relative to the elec- 
tion of Presiding Elders. Referred to Committee on 
Itinerancy. Also a copy of Conference resolution in 
regard to a change of statistical blanks. Referred to 
Committee on Revisals. 


NEWARK. 


R. L. Dashiell presented a memorial from Foochow 
Mission against the appointment of a Bishop for China, 
which was referred to Committee on Episcopacy; also 
one from Foochow Mission asking the organization of 
a Conference; another from the same Mission asking 
for a new section in the Discipline regulating foreign 
Missions; and a petition from the Missionary Board 
asking for an amendment of the Constitution of the 
Society; all of which were referred to the Committee 
on Missions. 

NEW ENGLAND. 

W. F. Warren presented a memorial from the New 
England Conference on the State of the Church, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church; also a memorial from the same Conference 
relative to Fraternal Relations with the Primitive Meth- 
odists, which was referred to the Committee on Corre- 
spondence; also, from the same Conference, a memorial 
on the support of the Bishops, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 
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NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


I. S. Bingham presented a memorial from Northern 
New York Conference asking an explanatory note on 
the invitation to the sacrament. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


W. S. Birch presented a paper from W. F. Walker, of 
Peking, China. Referred to the Committee on Mis- 
sions. Also, the appeal of M. Mahin from an Episcopal 
decision, which was referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy. : 

S. N. Campbell presented resolutions of the North 
Indiana Conference on Temperance, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

N. H. Phillips presented the resolution of the same 
Conference on the election of Presiding Elders, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

A. Marine presented the resolution of the North In 


_diana Conference on the subject of Boundaries. Re- 


Change of 
pine of 
olding 
General 
Conference. 
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ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

J. H. Defrees presented the resolutions of the same 
Conference approving the change of the place of hold- 
ing the General Conference. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church. 

A. C. Swayzee presented papers from Logansport 
District, North Indiana Conference, relating to certain 
changes in the work of the Leaders’ Meetings. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


J. L. Smith presented the appeal of A. S. Cobb, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


OHIO. 


H. C. Drinkle presented the action of the Lay Elec- 
toral Conference on the election of Presiding Elders; 
and T. W. Stanley, the action of the Ohio Conference 
on the same subject, and the memorial of the same 
Conference concerning the status of a preacher with- 
drawing between the sessions of his Conference. All 
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of which were referred to the Committée onthe Itin- 
erancy. 


T. W. Stanley also presented the action of ‘the Ohio. 
Conférence on the subject of Church ‘Letters. Referred ° 


to the Committee on Revisals. 


NEW YORK EAST. s 


M. L. Scudder presented the ‘action of the New York 


East Conference relative to Boundaries, which was re- 


ferred to the Committée on Boundaries. 

D. Curry offered a: memorial from the official mem- 
bers of Mount Morris, Michigan, on Presiding Elders, 
signed by Thomas Wakelin and R. C. Lanning. Re- 
ferred-to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


TROY. 


_ J. W. Eaton presented a memorial from Troy Con- 
ference for a-change in the Presiding Eldership. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also a memorial from the same Conference on a 
change in the mode of electing Delegates to Lay Elec- 
toral Conferences, asking that none but laymen shall 
be voters at such elections... Referred to Committee on 
Revisals. 

Also a memorial from the same Conference, asking 
that no change be made in its boundaries. Referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

Also a memorial from the same Conference asking 
provision for a court in the interim of Annual Confer- 
ences. Referred to’ the Committee’ on the Judiciary. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


K. P. Jervis presented a paper relative to a restora- 
tion of Boundaries, and requésted that it be read. The 
request was not granted. 

It was then moved that the Conference instruct the 
Committee on Boundaries to fix a time’ for hearing the 
ease, and notify all parties concerned, ‘which motion 
was laid on the table. 
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A motion by A. Lowrey to reconsider the vote by 
which the Conference refused the reading of the paper 
was laid on the table. ' 

DeWitt C. Huntington moved to take from the ta- 
ble the motion to instruct the Committee on Bound- 
aries, which was agreed to, and the motion was then 
passed. 

*The Committee on Revisals reported the completion 
of their organization by the election of J. M. Walden 
as Chairman, and W. X. Ninde as Secretary. 

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts were 
permitted to retire for organization. 


WILMINGTON. 


L. C. Matlack presented the action of the Wilming- 
ton Conference on General Superintendency, and it was 
referred to Committee on Episcopacy; also on Presid- 
ing Eldership, on Bishops’ Council, on Presiding Elders’ 
Districts, on District Conferences, on Sunday-school 
Superintendents, on Church Records, and on Quarterly 
Conferences, all of which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
on Lay Representation, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation; also on Seamen’s Bethel, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions; and 
on the abridgment of the Discipline, which was referred 
to the Committee on Book Concern. 


WISCONSIN. 


Henry Colman presented the action of the Janesville 
District Conference on District Conferences, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the Wisconsin Con- 
ference on the expenses of Judicial Conferences, which 
was referred to the Committee on General Conference 
Expenses. 

James N. FitzGerald was, on motion, elected an As- 
sistant Secretary. 

The call of Conferences for resolutions and miscel- 


‘laneous business was now made. 
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CALIFORNIA. 


W. S. Turner offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, No provision is made in our Discipline for a change of 
Bee of the General Conference in the interval of the Conferences ; 
and, 

Whereas, Such emergencies are liable to occur ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the following item be added to paragraph 88, Part 
II, sec. 2, page 50, of the Discipline, namely: “And that the Bishops, 
with the concurrence of the Churches and pastors fo and from which 
Churches the General Conference is proposed to be changed, shall be 
authorized to change the place whenever, in their judgment, the cir- 
cumstances demand it.” 

The whole paragraph will then read thus: “The General Confer- 
ence shall meet on the first day of May, in the year of our Lord 1812, 
in the city of New York, and thenceforward on the first day of May 
once in four years perpetually, in such place or places as shall be fixed 
on by the General Conference from time to time; but the General 
Superintendents, or a majority of them, by or with the advice of two 
thirds of all the Annual Conferences, shall have power to call an ex- 
tra session of the General Conference at any time, to be constituted 
in the usual way, and that the Bishops, with the concurrence of the 
Churches and pastors to and from which Churches the General Con- 
ference is proposed to be changed, shall be authorized to change the 
place whenever, in their judgment, the circumstances demand it.” 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


J. G. Evans offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That Part III, chap. i, sec. 2, paragraph 322, of the Dis- 
cipline be amended by striking out all after the words, “ of which he is 
a member,” beginning in line four and inserting the following, name- 
ly: ‘The Presiding Elder, within the bounds of whose district he 
may reside, shall proceed as provided in paragraph 320, and the rec- 
ords of the investigation required shall be by him transmitted to the 
‘ensuing Annual Conference of which the accused is a member, at 
which his case shall be determined,” so that the section shall read: 

“ And if the accused be a superannuated or supernumerary preach- 
er, living out of the bounds of the Conference of which he is a mem- 
ber, the Presiding Elder within the bounds of whose district he may 
reside shall proceed as provided in paragraph 320, and the records of 
the investigation required shall be by him transmitted to the ensuing 
Annual Conference of which the accused is a member, at which his 
case shall be determined.” 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


A. C. George offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to 
consider and report to this General Conference whether it be advisable 
so to change the Discipline, Part V, chap. i, sec. I, pages 192-194, 
on “ The Support of Bishops, and the Families of Deceased Bish- 
ops,” that said section shall read as follows : 
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“t. The General Conference shall determine which of the Bishops 
are effective, and which are non-effective. 

“2. It shall be the duty of the Book Committee to make an estimate 
of the amount necessary to furnish a competent support to each effect- 
ive Bishop, considering the number and condition of his family, and 
the amount, if any, necessary to the comfortable maintenance of the 


non-effective, Bishops ; and also the amount nevessary to assist the 


widows and children of deceased Bishops. 
“3, The Book Committee shall appoint a Treasurer of the Episcopal 
Fund, to reside in the city of New York, and an Assistant Treasurer, 


_to reside in the city of Cincinnati, and shall determine their compen- 


sation ; and such treasurer and his assistant are authorized to receive 
all contributions for the support of the Bishops, and to dispense the 
same for that purpose, and for no other, in accordance with the di- 


‘rections of the Book Committee. 


“4. The Bishops are authorized to draw on the Treasurer of the 


-Episcopal Fund, quarterly, for the amount of their salaries, and also 


for their traveling expenses. 
“5. The Bishop presiding at an Annual Conference within whose 


‘bounds a widow or orphan of a deceased Bishop may reside, shall be 


authorized to draw on said Treasurer, or his assistant, for such amount 
as may. be estimated as aforesaid, 
“6. The Bock Committee shall divide the aggregate sum required 


‘to be raised for these purposes among the Annual Conferences ac- 
cording to their several ability; and the Annual Conferences shall 


apportion the same to the several districts, and the District Stewards 


,to the several charges. And it shall be the duty of the Annual Con- 


ferences to see that the amount assessed on the different appoint- 
ments are raised and forwarded to the Treasurer or Assistant Treas- 
urer of the Episcopal Fund. 

“7, The Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund'shall report annually to 


_the Annual Conferences the amount received from the several Annual 


Conferences on account of said Fund, and also the expenditures 
made ; and shall make a full and detailed exhibit of such receipts 
and expenditures for the term of four years to the General Confer- 
ence, and if there shall be a deficiency, and a balance due the Treas- 


“urer or the Bishops, the General Conference shall provide for its pay- 


ment.” 
Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Episcopady be instructed to 
inquire whether, in connection with the above changes, it be advis- 


‘able to authorize and direct the Book Agents at New York to loan 
.to the Treasurer of the Episcopal Fund any sums which he may need 


to meet the drafts of the Bishops during the remainder of the present 
calendar year ; and also, whether said Book Agents ought to continue 
to pay the salaries of the Bishops as heretofore, till such Treasurer of 


the Episcopal Fund shall be appointed’and enter on the discharge ot 
‘his duties. 


He also offered the following resolution, containing 
a plan for District Quarterly Conferences, which was, 
on motion, referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of inserting in the Discipline the following chap- 
ter, and to report thereon : 


‘CHAPTER ...—THE DISTRICT QUARTERLY CONFERENCE. 


I... ‘The. District Quarterly Conference shall be composed of the 
Traveling and Local Preachers, and the Exhorters in the district ; 
also of three lay delegates from each circuit or station, to be chosen 
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by the Leaders and. Stewards’ Meeting, one of whom shall bea Trustee, 
and one a Steward, and one a Sabbath-school Superintendent ; said 
Trustee and. Superintendent, being members of our Church, and ap- 
proved by the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting. 

2. The District Quarterly Conference shall meet four times each 
year, at,such time and. place as the Presiding Elder shall designate 
for the first meeting after the adoption of this plan by any Annual 
Conference ; but the District Quarterly Conference shall, at each 
meeting, determine the place for the next meeting, the time to be 
fixed by the Presiding Elder. The District Quarterly Conferences 
shall be held as nearly quarterly as may be practicable, the first one 
being called early in the year. ‘. 

3. The Presiding Elder shall preside in the District Quarterly Con- 
ference. In his absence the Conference shall choose its own Presi- 
dent by ballot from among the Traveling Elders. 

4, The Minutes of the District Quarterly Conference shall be kept 
by a Secretary chosen by the Conference. The Minutes shall be care- 
fully recorded in a book provided for that purpose, and. kept by the 
Secretary for future use or reference. 


be: 
I. To take the general oversight of all,the temporal. and spiritule 

affairs of the District subject to the provisions of the Discipline. ~ 
II. To take cognizance of all the Local, Preachers and Exhorters 

in the District, and to inquire respecting the gifts, labors, and useful- 


ness of-each by name, and to arrange a plan of appointments for. 


each for the ensuing quarter. 
HI. To hear complaints against. Local Preachers ; to try, suspend, 


deprive of ministerial office and credentials, expel, or. acquit: any’ 


Local Preacher against whom charges may be preferred. 

IV. To license Local, Preachers and Exhorters, to renew such li- 
censes, and to recommend to the Annual Conference Local, Preach- 
ers as suitable candidates for Deacons’ or Elders’ orders, and for ad- 
mission on trial in the traveling connection ; provided, That no person 
shall be licensed to preach or to exhort without the recommendation 
of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting of the Circuit or Station of 
which he is a member; nor shall any Local Preacher be recom- 
mended for orders or for admission into the traveling connection 
without such recommendation ; and in all cases the candidates shall 
first pass a Satisfactory examination in doctrine and Discipline. 

V, To inquire whether all the collections for the benevolent insti- 
tutions of the Church, as recognized by the Discipline, are properly 
attended to in all the Circuits and Stations. 

VI. To inquire into the condition of the Sunday-schools in the 
District, and to adopt suitable measures for insuring their success. 

VII. Yo inquire respecting opportunities for Missionary and 
Church Extension enterprises within the District, and to take meas- 
ures for the occupation of any neglected portions of its territory by 
mission Sunday-schools and appointments for public worship. 

VIII. To receive and try appeals from accused members who have 
been censured, suspended, or expelled. ; 

IX. To provide for appropriate religious and literary exercises 
during its sessions for the mutual benefit of those attending upon 
them ; 

X. In order better to carry out the above provisions, and to ac- 


complish the objects of this section, the following order of business, 


shall be observed : 
i.) Determine who are members of the Conference, 


2.) Appoint the necessary committees. 
3.) Receive appeals from censured or expelled members. 
4.) Call for reports as follows: 


5. The regular business of the District Quarterly Conference shall, 
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(I.) From pastors, which reports shall state the numbers received 
into and dismissed from the Church during the quarter, the number 
of deaths, and the number received on probation ; also, whether the 
rules have been observed for the religious instruction of children, and 
what amounts have been raised during the quarter for the various 
benevolences of the Church. Also, what and how many Church peri- 
odicals are taken on the charge. 

(2.) From Trustees concerning the value, improvements, amount 
of insurance, and indebtedness of Church property. 

(3.) From Stewards, stating the amounts appropriated for the sup- 
port of the Bishops, and of the Preacher or Preachers of the charge, 
and to meet the necessities of Conference claimants, and what sums 
have been raised and paid for these purposes. 

(4.) From Sunday-schools, according to the form of reports to be 
made to the Annual Conferences. 

(5.) Inquire into the character and usefulness of Local Preachers 
and Exhorters, and arrange a plan of appointments for each for the 
ensuing quarter. 

(6.) Missionary and Church Extension enterprises within the bounds 
of the district. 

(7.) Provide for religious and literary exercises. 

(8.) Determine the place of next session. 

(g.) Receive reports from committees. 

(10.) Miscellaneous matters. 

XI. The provisions of this section shall be of force and binding 
only in those Annual Conferences which shall approve the same. In 
such Annual Conferences all powers heretofore belonging to the 
Quarterly Conference, and not given by this section to the District 
Quarterly Conference, shall belong to the Leaders and Stewards’ 
Meeting. 

XII. The Presiding Elders in Annual Conferences approving this 
section shall be assigned to pastoral labor as other effective preachers 
but shall possess the powers and discharge the duties defined and im- 
posed in Section XIV of the Discipline, except in so far as they are 
inconsistent with the provisions of this section. 


CINCINNATI. 


Granville Moody offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals, 
namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
and report whether it is expedient to abolish the probationary feature 
of our economy. 


DETROIT. 


J. S. Smart offered the following paper, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Freedmen : 


Whereas, We have a fund in the hands of the Board of Education 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, amounting originally to some 
$84,000, and constantly, as we suppose, accumulating, whose interest, 
according to the design of the donors, should be appropriated to 
aid in educating young men for the ministry, and to aid biblical or 
theological and other schools of learning under the patronage of 
our Church ; and, 

Whereas, \t is provided that all future contributions to this fund 
shall be held in trust for the aid of needy and worthy young persons 
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seeking an education, or for such specific educational purposes as the 
donors may direct ; and, : 

Whereas, This Board of Education has charge of the Sunday- 
school Children’s Fund, originated during the Centenary of Ameri- 
can Methodism, whose interest, according to its original design, 
should be appropriated to aid meritorious Sunday-school scholars in 
obtaining a more advanced education; and, 

Whereas, All these purposes are entirely in harmony with our 
Freedmen’s Aid work; and, 

Whereas, It is not desirable to-confine the benefactions of this 
board to any one section of the country, or to maintain two organi- 
zations to do the work which can be better performed by one, there- 
by unnecessarily multiplying our paid agencies or secretaryships, 
and increasing the number of our collections ; and, 

Whereas, Our southern work is in peculiar need of the aid above 
indicated, and we believe more can be accomplished, not only in the 
South, but throughout the whole Church, by the union of the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society with the Board of Education, than by these so- 
cieties acting separately ; therefore, : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of uniting the Board of Education and the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society in one organization, and to report its con- 
clusions to this body. 


L. R. Fiske offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It is important to secure uniformity of method in receiv- 
ing persons into the Church on probation ; and, 

Whereas, In the mode of their admission there should be the 
fullest public committal to Christ’s service ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals prepare for the action 
of this Conference a form or ritual service for the public reception of 
persons into the Church as probationers. 


He also offered the following resolutions, and they 
were referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern: 


Whereas, There is a deep conviction in the Church of the need 
of a Methodist monthly of a high literary order; and, 

Whereas, The last General Conference authorized the publication 
of such a monthly, provided arrangements could be made which 
would guarantee the Church against loss; and, 

Whereas, Difficulties have arisen of sufficient magnitude to prevent 
the execution of this expressed wish ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the Committee on the Book Concern be re- 
quested to consider the expediency of so changing the character of 
the Ladies’ Repository as to convert it into a monthly devoted to the 
higher educational wants and culture of the people. 2 

Resolved, 2. That they be requested to consider the propriety of 
converting the Golden Hours into a general family magazine. 


EAST OREGON AND WASHINGTON. 


J. H. Wilbur offered the following resolutions, which 
were read, after which he asked the appointment of the 
Committee therein required: 
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Whereas, The House: of: Representatives. of. the Congress. of the 
United States has passed a. bill transferring the Indian service to 
the War Department, which bill is now pending in the Senate; 
and, 

Whereas, The reason assigned for so doing. is to save expense to 
the Government, by having the seryice rendered by the military with- 
out additional compensation; and, 

Whereas, Such transfer of service would effectually destroy the 
present policy of combining civil and religious instruction for the 
elevation of the Indians ; and, 

Whereas, The experiment, of, such transfer. was made during the 
years 1868 and 1869, to the great damage of the interests of the In- 
dians.and of the Government morally and financially ; and, 

Whereas, The present peace policy has proved eminently,successful 
in: securing vastly greater improvement of the Indians during. the six 
years of its existence than any other policy previously adopted ; 
and, 

Whereas, During the continuance of said policy wars have almost 
entirely ceased among the tribes, and between them and the whites; 
and; 

Whereas, By. the operation of said policy there has been an actual 
saying, to the Government; as public documents. will, show, to. the. 
amount of many millions of dollars ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. By the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Conference assembled, that, we earnestly protest 
against such legislation, believing that it would be greatly damaging 
to the Indians and detrimental to. the interests of the Government 
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Resolved, 2. That we have unlimited confidence in the power of 
the Gospel, when the proper agencies are employed, to civilize and 
Christianize the Indian people. 

Resolved, 3. That a Committee of five be appointed by the Chair 
to visit, Washington and lay copies of this paper before the Senate, 
and the President of the United States. 


Pending the discussion of the motion the Committee 
on Sunday-schools.and Tracts returned and reported the 
completion of their organization by the election of C. D. 
Foss, Chairman, and John W. Ray, Secretary. 

The time of the session was extended to hear i. 
Wilbur. 

The Committee on Church Extension was permitted’ 
to retire. 

On motion of D. Curry, the further consideration of 
the paper presented by J. H. Wilbur was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

C, W. Heisley. was. changed from, the Committee on 
Itinerancy to the Committee on Church Extension, and 
E. Greene from the Committee on Church Extension 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

It was ordered that when we adjourn we adjourn to 
meet in Eutaw-street M. E. Church at 3:30 P.M., to 
complete the organization of Standing Committees. 
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W. M’Kinley. was. changed, from the Committee on 
' Education to the Committee on Revisals, and.C. Brooks 
from the Committee on Revisals to the Committee on 
Education, 


89, 


May. 4. 
Fourts. 
Day. 


Morning. 


J. M. Buckley, gave notice of, his. intention to. intro-. 


duce a, resolution asking for a change in the. time of 
meeting of the General Conference from. the first day 
to the first Wednesday in May. 

Notices were given, the doxology was sung, and the 
Conference adjourned. The benediction was pro- 
nounced. by. Rev. W. F. Ward, of the. Baltimore. Con- 
ference. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 4. 


The Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, at, the 
Eutaw-street M. E, Church at 3:30 P. M., Bishop Simp- 
son in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Wm. R, 
Clark, of the New England Conference. 

The reading of the Minutes of the. morning session 
was deferred’ to Friday morning. 

Several changes. were announced: on the Standing 
Committees. The Committee on the Freedmen com- 
pleted its organization by the. appointment of Daniel 
Curry as Chairman, and John Braden as Secretary. 

On motion of J. M. Walden, it was ordered that the 
full first names, of the delegates be given, in the Minutes. 

The Committee on Church Extension was organized 
by the appointment of Amos Shinkle, Chairman, Wm. 
A. Smith, Secretary. 

The Judiciary Committee retired and organized by 
the appointment of Joseph Cummings, Chairman, Al- 
fred Wheeler, Secretary. 

The Committee on the State of the Church retired 
and organized by the appointment of Clinton B. Fisk, 
Chairman, Joseph Horner, Secretary. 

Jobn W. Freund was added to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Worship. 

The Committee on, the Book Concern organized by 
the appointmentof Dennis N. Cooley, Chairman, Robert 
F. Queal, Secretary. 


Adjourn-. 
ment, 


Afternoon. 


Bishop 
' Simpson 
presiding. 


D. Curry, 

Chairman, 
J. Braden, 
Secretary. 


A. Shinkle, 
Chairman, 
Ww. A 


Smith, 
Secretary. 
Jos. Cum- 
mings, 
Chairman, 
A. Wheeler 
Secretary. 


C. B. Fisk, 
Chairman, 
J. Horners, 
Secretary. 


D. N. Cooley 
Chairman, 
R.F.Queal 
Secretary. 
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The Committee on Lay Representation retired for 
organization. 

On motion, it was ordered that the Chairmen of the 
several Standing Committees, when they meet to select 
their places of meeting, make their selection by lot. 

On motion fhe Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being given by Morris D’C. Crawford. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 5, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Bow- 


_man in the chair. 


Religious services were conducted by William H. 
Olin. 
The Journals of yesterday’s sessions, morning and 
afternoon, were read and approved. 
Bishop Harris announced the following Special Com- 
mittees : 
ON CORRESPONDENCE. 


Daniel A. Whedon, Isaac S. Bingham, 
William S. Prentice, Alfred Wheeler, 
Benjamin F. Crary. 


ON AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Luke C. Queal, Charles Robinson, 
Charles W. Smith, Charles W. Rowland, 
George W. Hughey, John J. Perry, 


George W. Power. 


ON TEMPERANCE. 


Hiram Buck, Lucius D. Davis, 
Frederick Merrick, George H. Prindle, 
Matthew Alston, Henry Appel, 


_ William M’Kinley. 


ON EXPENSES OF GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


David M’Williams, John W. Auld, 
George L. Wright, Henry H. Otis, 
John W. M’Adoo, Henry C. Dickhaut, 


John W. Hiett. 
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May 5. 
ON PASTORAL ADDRESS. Firts Day, 
Charles H. Fowler, William H. Olin, Besos 
John B. Cornell, Reuben Andrus, 
John F. Hurst, Erasmus Q. Fuller, 
James M. Thoburn. 
ON RELIGIOUS CORPORATIONS. Religious 
Corpora- 
Sandford Hunt, .- George G. Reynolds, tions. 


William Lawrence, Thomas J. C. Fagg, 
Charles H. Gatch. 


ON THE PROPRIETY OF REVISING THE HYMN BOOK. Revising 


; Hymn 
John N. Brown, James M. Buckley, Book. 
Albert S. Hunt, Arthur Edwards, 
William Rice, Cyrus Brooks, 


Samuel H. Nesbitt, Benjamin St. James Fry, 
George M. Steele, James H. Wilbur, 


John J. Manker, Henry Leibhart. 
ON THE NEW CHARTERS FOR OUR BENEVOLENT New Ohar- 
INSTITUTIONS. au 
Luke Hitchcock, Curtis F. Turner, 
Daniel Curry, John W. Ramsey, 


James B. M’Kean. 


On motion of Robert M. Hatfield, delegations desir- Action con- 
cerning 


ing changes in Committees were requested to commit changes in 
‘ommit- 


them to paper and hand them to the Secretary, the tees, 
changes to be made without further action. 

George G. Decker, of the New York, James F. Dar- 
nall, of North-west Indiana, and William Lawrence, of 
Central Ohio Conferences, were announced as present. 


On motion of Luke C. Queal, the Book Agents were Manual of 
directed to publish the General Conference Manual ong 
immediately. oe 

The paper presented yesterday by James H. Wilbur Paper con- 


was taken up, and, pending the discussion, John D. rie) 
Hammond moved the suspension of the Rules until the Borvive. 
subject be disposed of, which was agreed to. 

On motion, the whole matter was referred to a Com- 


mittee of five to examine and report thereon. 
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The regular order of the day was resumed, and the 
call of Conferences was made for resolutions and mis- 
cellaneous business. 


ILLINOIS. 


William S. Prentice offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of adding the. following to paragraph 88, chap. i, 
Part II, pages 50 and 51, of the Discipline: ‘“‘ And should it become 
necessary, from any unforeseen cause, to change the place of its sit- 
ting after it has been fixed by the Conference, the General Superin- 
tendents, by or with the advice of two thirds of the Annual Con- 
ferences which shall meet after such necessity arises, shall have power 
to make such changes.” 


He also. offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals.: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider and report upon the propriety of so changing the Discipline 
that Deacons and Elders’ Orders shall hereafter be conferred only on 
those who are members of an Annual Conference. 


James Leaton offered the following, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That paragraph 378 be amended by striking out the 
words “the Quarterly Conference,” in the second line, and inserting 
in their place “the last Quarterly Conference of the year,’’.so that 
the paragraph, as amended, would read: ‘‘ Each preacher in charge 
shall lay before the last Quarterly Conference of the year, to be en- 
tered on the Journal, the number, state, and average attendance of 
the Sunday-schools in his charge, and the extent to which he has 
preached to the children and catechised them, and: make the required 
report on Sunday-schools to his Annual Conference.” 


He also. offered: the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to arrange 
the order of business in. the Quarterly Conference so as to make the, 
questions cover the ground of the disciplinary requirements in regard 
to Quarterly Conference business. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was. 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That paragraph 135 of the Discipline be so amended as 
to read: 

“TV. To have supervision of all the Sunday-schools within the 
bounds of the Circuit or Station, and to inquire into the condition of 
each; to elect Sunday-school Superintendents on the nomination of 
the Preacher in charge; to remove any Superintendents who may 
prove unworthy or inefficient ; and to approve Trustees not elected 
by the Quarterly Conference.” 
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He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts: 


Resolved, That paragraphs 373 and 374 be stricken out, and that 
the following be substituted for them : 

“373. It.shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the 
subject of Sunday-schools before each Quarterly Conference; and 
the last Quarterly Conference of each year shall, on the nomination 
.of the Preacher in charge, elect the Superintendents for the coming 
Conference year. The Superintendents shall appoint such persons 
as officers and teachers as may be approved by the Preacher in 
charge; and said Superintendents, with the officers and teachers, 
and the Committee on Sunday-schools appointed by the Quarterly 
Conference, shall constitute the Teachers’ Meeting, of which body 
the Pastor shall be Chairman. The Teachers’ Meeting shall meet at 
stated periods, and shall have control of all matters pertaining to the 
Sunday-school not otherwise: provided for in this book. 

“374. The Superintendent shall present to each Quarterly Con- 
ference, to be entered on its journal, a written report of the state of 
the school, and of the acts of the Teachers’ Meeting during the 
quarter.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy: 

Resolved, That the Bishops be instructed to continue no minister 
in the office of Presiding Elder for more than four consecutive years, 
nor to reappoint him to that office until after an interval of four 


years, except in cases where the interests of the Church would be 
‘seriously endangered’ by such course. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy: 
Resolved, That the Bishops be allowed to appoint as Evangelists 


such preachers as an Annual Conference by a two thirds vote may 
recommend. 


INDIANA. 


William M. Zaring offered the following, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


“Resolved, That the Discipline be so changed as to read as fol- 


lows: 

SATA, Tt shall be the duty of the Book Committee to make an 
éstimate of the amount necessary to furhish a competent sup- 
port to each effective Bishop, considering the number and con- 
‘dition of his family, and the amount, if any, necessary to the com- 
fortable maintenance of the less effective Bishops, and also the 
amount necessary to assist the widows and children of deceased 
Bishops. The Book Committee shall divide the aggregate sum re- 

uired to be raised for these purposes among the Annual Conferences, 
which shall apportion the same to the several Districts, and the Dis- 
trict Stewards to the several charges, and it shall be the duty of 
the Presiding Elders to see that the amounts assessed on the differ- 


93 


May 5. 
Firta Day. 


Substitutes 
proposed 
for para- 
graphs 873 
and 374 of 
Discipline. 


Length of 
Presiding 
Elder's” 
term. 


Evangelists. 


INDIANA. 


Proposed 
change 
concerning 
the supp't 
of the 


Bishops. 


94 
May 5. 


Firra Day. 


Number of 
Missiona- 
ry Secre- 
taries. 


LEXINGTON, 


Resolutions 
against 
changes in 
Presiding 
Eldership. 


MAINE. 


Resolutions 
concern’g 
rebaptism. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


ent appointments are raised and forwarded to the Agents of the 
Book Concern. 


Reuben Andrus offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of increasing the number of Missionary Secre- 
taries, with the view of their giving greater attention than they have 
hitherto done to the soliciting of money for replenishing the Mis- 
sionary Treasury. 


LEXINGTON. 


Willis L. Muir offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The Presiding Elder’s office is a time-honored institu- 
tion of peculiar and inestimable value to the Church ; and, 

Whereas, There is a growing sentiment of opposition to the present 
method of appointing them ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the office of Presiding Elder is an essential ele- 
ment in the executive department of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

Resolved, That any change in the method of their appointment, 
especially the proposition to elect in either the General or Annual 
Conference, would be a dangerous innovation, in opposition to the 
established usages of the Church, and opposed to its economy, and a 
blow at the itinerancy itself. 

Resolved, That the proposition to elect Presiding Elders is a cur- 
tailment of the powers of the Bishops to station all the effective 
preachers, and is therefore the first step toward the abolition of the 
Methodist Episcopacy. 


MAINE. 


Seba F. Wetherbee offered the following, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, The General Conference of 1872, in a note appended to 
paragraph 49, declared rebaptism of persons known to have been 
previously baptized to be “inconsistent with the nature and design 
of baptism as set forth in the New Testament ;” and, 

Whereas, The said note and declaration debar many converts who 
believe immersion the only mode of Christian baptism from “ an- 
swering a good conscience before God ;” and, 

Whereas, This rule violates, contradicts, and pronounces incon- 


, sistent and unchristian the authorized practice of the Church since 


1794; and, 

Whereas, Many of our converts go to other Churches for the 
baptism we under this rule deny to them, and are thus lost to us; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the said note be stricken from the Discipline, or 
so amended as to allow those sprinkled in infancy to be subsequent- 
ly immersed, if they conscientiously believe this to be the only mode 
of Christian baptism for them. 


Parker Jaques offered the following, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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Whereas, The local ministry of our Church has been, and is, an 
important agency in the successful prosecution of our work, and as 
such is entitled to a more distinct recognition than it has heretofore 
received ; therefore, 


It is ordered, that paragraph ror be amended by adding after the 
words, “those who are on trial,” the words, “and all Local Preach- 
ers regularly employed on Circuits and Stations,” so that the para- 
graph shall read as follows, namely: 


“All Traveling Preachers, both those who are in full connection, 
and those who are on trial; and all Local Preachers regularly em- 
ployed on Circuits and Stations shall attend the Annual Conference.” 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 

Resolved, That paragraph 104 be changed by striking out the 
words, ‘‘a member of the Conference appointed by the Bishop shall 
preside. But if no appointment be made, or the person appointed 


does not attend,” so that the paragraph shall read as follows, 
namely : 


“A Bishop shall preside in the Annual Conference. In case no 
Bishop be present the Conference shall elect a president by ballot 
from among the elders, without debate.” 


MICHIGAN. 


John M. Reid offered the following, and it was re- 
-ferred.to the Committee on Missions : 

Resolved, That our work in Hindoostan be organized into two 
Annual Conferences, to be called the North India Conference, and 


the South India Conference, defined by proper boundaries, to be re- 
ported to the General Conference by the Committee on Missions. 


John W. Stone presented a paper relative to points of 
Jaw in the case of H.C. Peck, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Judiciary. 


MINNESOTA. 


George W. T. Wright presented the action of Byron 
Circuit Quarterly Conference, asking that all distinction 
of sex be ignored in the appointment of members of 
Quarterly Conferences, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals; also, the action of the same Quar- 
terly Conference, requesting the General Conference 
to repeal the third section of the Discipline, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

William M’'Kinley offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to report wpon the expediency of. publishing, in convenient form, a vol- 
ume containing our Articles of Religion, General Rules, Form of 
Reception of Church Members, a concise summary of the chief facts 
in our history, the principles of our polity, and such other matter as 
persons about to enter our Church seek and need to know, said 
volume to be as brief and cheap as possible, consistent with its ob- 
jects. 


MISSOURI. 


John W. Caughlin offered the following, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


esolved, That the Discipline be so revised that Section XIV, para- 
graph 230, shall read: “A Bishop may allow an Elder to preside in the 
same District for four years, after which he shall not be appointed to 
the same District for six years, nor to any District for three years, 
except where a majority of two thirds of the Conference ask for such 
appointment. Nor shall he in any case be appointed to a District 
over the protest of a respectable minority of the ministers and laymen 
within the bounds of said District. But Presiding Elders in Missions 
and Mission Conferences in heathen lands may be appointed to the 
same District for more than four successive years.” 


NEBRASKA. 


H. T. Davis offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to in- 
‘quire into the expediency of striking from the Discipline all that re- 
lates to the subject of District Conferences. 


E. H. Rogers offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


kesolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to as- 
certain and report to this body at an early day the facts as to the resi- 
dence of the Bishops elected at the General Conference of 1872, 
provided for in Report No. VI of Committee of Episcopacy of that 
Conference ; also, whether any further action is necessary to secure 
results contemplated in said Report. 


‘William B. Slaughter offered the following, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquite 
into the expediency of providing in the Discipline for the appoint- 
ment ‘to the work of Evangelists of such persons as the Annual Con- 
ferences shall approve as specially called to that work. 


‘He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the’ expediency of so changing the Discipline as to. provide 
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expressly for the licensing as preachers of such women as evince, by May 5. 
their gifts, grace, and usefulness, that they are called of God to this Firtm Day. 
work. 


NEW ENGLAND. New En- 

GLAND, 
Andrew M’Keown offered the following, which was Index to _ 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: qe 


Resolved, That the Book Agents be instructed to prepare and pub- 
lish, at their earliest convenience, a complete Index to the Methodist 
Quarterly Review. 


NEW JERSEY. N. Junsny. 
Charles W. Heisley offered the following, and it was Examining 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : a, 


nual Con- 
Whereas, Candidates for the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal ferences. 
Church should become thoroughly acquainted with the subjects con- 
tained in the Course of Study ; and, 
Whereas, Yo this end they need the aid of a continued supervis- 
ion ; therefore, 
Resolved, That to every class commencing or pursuing the Course 
of Study, a corps of examiners shall be appointed with a view to 
their reappointment from year to year, continuously, to proceed with 
the same class until they shall have concluded their studies. 


Jacob B. Graw offered the following, which was re- Pastoral 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of changing the Discipline, paragraph 219, 


third line, page 64, so as to read ¢wo years successively instead of 
three years successively. 


Charles W. Heisley offered the following, which was Pro rata di- 


5 vision of 

referred to the Committee on Revisals: money be- 
: tween Pre- 

Resolved, That the clause in paragraph 478 of the Discipline read- aiding EE 


ing as follows: “And in all cases the Presiding Elder shall share, Preachers. 
with the Preachers in his district in proportion with what they have 
respectively received ;’ and also that the word “but” at the begin- 
ning of the next paragraph be stricken out, and the following in- 
serted, so that these two clauses shall read as follows: ‘And in all 
cases the Presiding Elder and the Preachers in his district shall 
share with each other in proportion to what they have severally 
received ; and if there be a surplus of money raised for the support 
of the Preachers in one or more of the Circuits or Stations in his 
district, he shall receive such surplusage, provided he do not receive 
more than his allowance. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. NorrEen 
New Yorx. 
Isaac S. Bingham offered the following resolutions, adress’ of 
which were read and adopted, namely : ee 
tributed. 


Resolved, t. That the Quadrennial Address of the Bishops, of 
which five thousand copies have been ordered published in pamphlet 
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form, shall be distributed to the several delegates at the rate of four- 
teen to each delegate. 

Resolved, 2. That to facilitate the distribution of the Address 
among our people, the Agents of the Book Concern at New York be 
instructed to furnish the Address properly enveloped, and ready for 
mailing. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


John L. Smith offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Reyvisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 134, on page 65 of the Discipline, be 
amended by inserting after the word “also” the words “ Sunday- 
school Superintendents,” so that the paragraph shall read: ‘To 
elect Trustees, where the laws of the State permit, and also Sunday- 
school Superintendents, and Stewards for the Circuit or Station, and 
of the latter, to elect one a District and one a Recording Steward.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 128, commencing on page 63 of the Dis- 
cipline, be amended by striking out the word “approved,” and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word ‘‘elected,” so that the paragraph 
shall read: ‘““The Quarterly Conference shall be composed of all the 
Traveling and Local Preachers, Exhorters, Stewards, Class Leaders, 
and Trustees of the Churches in the Circuits or Stations, and the 
first male Superintendents of our Sunday-schools, said Trustees and 
Superintendents being members of our Church, and elected by the 
Quarterly Conference. 

Resolved, That paragraph 135, commencing on page 65 of the 
Discipline, be amended by striking out after the word “each” the 
words, “to approve Sunday-school Superintendents and Trustees not 
elected by the Quarterly Conference,” so that the paragraph shall 
read: “To have supervision of all our Sunday-schools and Sunday- 
school societies within the bounds of the Circuit or Station, and to 
inquire into the condition of each, and to remove any Superintend- 
ents who may prove unworthy or inefficient.” 

Resolved, That paragraph 136, commencing on page 66 of the 
Discipline, be amended by striking out all of question 1, ‘“ Who are 
approved as Sunday-school Superintendents or Trustees?” so that 
what is now the second question shall be the first, and the third the 
second, and so on, making 24 the number of questions instead of 25, 
as it now stands in the order of Quarterly Conference business. 

esolved, That paragraph 311, page 122 of Discipline, be amended 
by inserting after the word “Stewards” the words, ‘‘and Sunday- 
school Superintendents,” so that the paragraph shall réad “Stewards 
and Sunday-school Superintendents are accountable for the faithful 
performance of their duty to the Quarterly Conference of the Circuit 
or Station, which shall have power to dismiss or change them at 
pleasure.” 


Charles A. Brooke presented the following financial 
plan, which was referred to the Committee on Reyvisals : 
Sec. 1. The Fourth Quarterly Conference of each Circuit or Sta- 


tion, adopting this Plan, shall appoint an assessing committee, to 
consist of not less than three nor more than seven members. 
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Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of this Committee, as early as prac- 
ticable in the ensuing Conference year, to secure from the Estimat- 
ing Committee and Board of Stewards the amount necessary to 
meet the claims for ministerial support in the charge for the year, 
and to assess the same to the several members of the Society. 

Sec. 3. The work of assessment completed, the Committee of As- 
sessors shall meet with the Board of Stewards, and, with the Stew- 
ards, shall divide the society into financial classes, and appoint col- 
lectors for these several classes, furnishing the collectors with a list 
of the members assigned them, together with the amount assessed 
each member. 

Sec. 4. It shall be the duty of the collectors to visit, as early as 
practicable, all the members assigned them, and secure, if possible, 
their consent to pay the amount assessed in weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly installments. 

Sec. 5. When the collectors have completed the work of the visit- 
ation of the members assigned them, they shall report to the Board 
of Assessors, and those members complaining of their assessment 
shali have the opportunity of coming before the Board and showing 
cause why their assessment should be made less. 

Sec. 6. When the Board of Assessors and any member fail to 
agree upon the amount to be paid by the member, the case shall be 
reported to the next ensuing Quarterly Conference, which shall have 
power to modify or change the assessment. 

Sec. 7. The Quarterly Conference shall constitute the Court of 
Appeals, and its decision, after hearing in person, or by represent- 
ative, any complaining member, shall be final. 

Sec. 8. Any member of our Church refusing to abide the decision 
of the Quarterly Conference, and to pay the amount assessed, shall 
be held to be guilty of insubordination and of a violation of the 
Church Covenant, (see Discipline, page 254, paragraph 594,) and 
upon conviction thereof before a committee, without proper acknowl- 
edgment, and retraction, shall be expelled from the Church. 

Sec. g. This provision of the Discipline shall only be binding when 
the Plan herein contained is adopted by the Quarterly Conference. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


Bennett Mitchell offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, A very considerable majority of our members are women, 
who are not a whit behind their brethren in devotion to the Church, 
many of them being found to be our most efficient workers in tem- 
poral as well as spiritual things ; and, ‘ : A 

Whereas, Their being women is not a crime or impediment for 
which they ought.not to be received into the Stewards’ office ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the word “men” be stricken out of paragraph 307 
in our book of Discipline, and the word “persons” be inserted, so 
that the paragraph shall read: “Let the Stewards be persons of 
solid piety, who both know and love the Methodist doctrines and 
discipline, and of good natural and acquired ability to transact the 
temporal business.” 


OHIO. 


Thomas W. Stanley offered a resolution concerning 
Church letters, which was referred to the Committee on 
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Revisals. Also, one relative to District Conferences, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


| 3 
William B. Wood offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals, namely : 


Strike out of paragraph 336 the following words: ‘‘ Who shall 
not be members of the Quarterly Conference,” so as to put the para- 
graph in accord with paragraph 363, in which the following words 
occur: ‘and no member thereof, (Quarterly Conference,) having been 
a member of the Committee for the trial of such person, shall be per- 
mitted to vote on the case.” 


PITTSBURGH. 


John W. F. White offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Lay Representation : 


Resolved, That the following alterations be made in Part II, chap. 
i, sec. I of the Discipline, namely : 

First. Insert the words ‘‘an equal number of” after the word ‘‘ of” 
in the first sentence of paragraph 84, so that the sentence shall read, 
“ The General Conference shall be composed of an equal number of 
Ministerial and Lay Delegates.” 

Second. Strike out paragraph 85, (fixing number of Lay Delegates.) 

Third. Strike out of paragraph 86 the words “the third day of the 
session,” and insert ‘‘ Tuesday of the first week after the adjourn- 
ment,” so that the paragraph shall read, ‘‘ The Lay Delegates shall be 
chosen by an Electoral Conference of Laymen, which shall assemble 
for the purpose on Tuesday of the first week after the adjournment 
of the Annual Conference, at the place of its meeting, at its session 
immediately preceding the General Conference. 

Fourth. Strike out paragraph go, (which provides for a separate 
vote of the two orders.) 

Fifth. Strike out paragraph 94, and insert in lieu thereof, “‘ The 
General Conference shall be composed of not less than one hundred 
nor more than one hundred and fifty Ministerial Delegates, and the 
same number of Lay Delegates.” And we hereby recommend to the 
Annual Conferences this change in the Second Restrictive Rule of 
the Discipline. 


PROVIDENCE. 
Lucius D. Davis offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Lay Representation : 


Leesolved, That we favor the introduction of Lay Delegates into the 
several Annual Conferences, and that the Committee on Lay Repre- 
sentation be requested to consider and submit at as early a day as 
practicable a plan for the same, 


ROCK RIVER. 
William A. Smith offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to so amend 
paragraph 281 of the Discipline, that after the word ‘‘places,” at the 


: \ 
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foot of page 112, the following shall be inserted, to wit: “ And that if 
they remove without such certificate, and neglect to apply for or re- 
fuse to receive the same for the space of three years after their 
removal from any Circuit or Station, the Quarterly Conference may, 
upon the request of the Preacher in charge and the Class Leaders, 
order their names to be dropped from the Record.” 


Luke Hitchcock presented the report of the Western 
Methodist Book Concern, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. [See Appendix, 44,] 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 


Jeremiah H. Bayliss presented the following resolu- 
tion, which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals : 


fesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to prepare 
and report for the consideration of the General Conference, at as early 
a day as practicable, a new paragraph or section of Discipline, the 
substance of which shall be as follows, namely: a declaration of 
opinion as to the scriptural ground of divorce ; a rule by which our 
ministers shall be governed in the solemnization of matrimony be- 
tween persons, one or both of whom have been divorced; and-also a 
rule by which the members of our Church shall be governed, so far 
as the question of divorce is concerned, in making marriage con- 
tracts. 


John W. Ray presented a plan for raising money for 
current expenses of Churches, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


A. W. Metcalf presented resolutions passed by the 
Electoral Conference of Southern Illinois at its late 
session, which were referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation. 

TROY. 


Thomas A. Griffin presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing our mode of receiving members 
into the Church as to do away with any prescribed term of proba- 
tion, and to leave the time of the admission of members subject to 
the recommendation of the Pastor and official board. 


John M. Webster presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the propriety of appending to the fourth question in the order 
of business in the Quarterly Conference a note explaining the mean- 
ing of said question. 
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May 5. 
Furra Day. VIRGINIA. 
Bee William M. Wright presented the following resolution, 


eer which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


reap Resolved, That paragraph 594 of the Discipline be amended by 


inserting after the word “received,” on the third line, the following : 
“and who have been personally instructed by the Preacher in charge 
as ‘to the import of the following address and questions,” ‘‘ shall be 
called forward,” etc. 


Inquiryasto He also presented the following resolution, which 
sppropy was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
ate 


Unite Church : 

States : é 
Govern- Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
EROS, structed to inquire as to whether any of our Church property was 


appropriated by the United States Government during the recent 
war for which the Government ought, according to law and equity, 
to render compensation ; and to report such action to this body as 
shall be deemed best to recover the just claims of the Church for its 
property thus appropriated. 


Wasnina- WASHINGTON. 


TON. 
{389 of Dis Nathaniel M. Carroll offered the following resolu- 


ipline. : . 5 3 
epme- tion, which was referred to the Committee on Revi- 
sals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing certain words in the Discipline on 
page 134, paragraph 339. It now reads, “Let the Elder, Deacon, 
or one of the Preachers visit them,” etc. Strike out ‘“ Let the Elder, 
Deacon, or one of the Preachers visit them,” and insert, ‘“ Let the 
Preacher in charge or the Class Leader visit them,” etc. 


WESTERN WESTERN NEW YORK. 
N. Yorx. 
Time for ¢  sandford Hunt presented the following resolution, 
rey Dee which was referred to the Committee on Lay Repre- 
sentation : 
Resolved, That paragraph 86 of the Discipline, which reads, “‘ The 
Lay Delegates shall be chosen by an Electoral Conference of Laymen, 
which shall assemble for the purpose on the third day of the session 
of the Annual Conference, at its place of meeting, at its session im- 
mediately preceding the General Conference,” be amended by add- 
ing, “Provided the third day does not occur on Saturday ; and in 
case such third day occurs on Saturday, then the said Conference 
shall be held on Friday. In all cases the Conference shall assemble 
at eleven o’clock A. M. 
Byron and J. N. Brown offered the following resolution, which 
Book. was referred to the Special Committee on the Revision 


of the Hymn Book : 
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Resolved, That the Special Committee on the Revision of the 
Hymn Book be requested to inquire into the propriety of providing 
for the use of the Church a suitable Tune Book, or a Hymn and 
Tune Book, adapted to meet a felt want in all our congregations, 
and to secure greater uniformity in our Church music. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


James W. W. Bolton offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the propri- 
ety of discontinuing or modifying the term of probation as a pre- 
requisite to membership in the Church. 

The following resolution was offered by the same, and 
referred to the same Committee: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the propri- 
ety of erasing from the Discipline, paragraph 592, the following: 
“Sanctify this water for this holy sacrament.” 

John M. Powell offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


fesolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of abolishing District Conferences. 


WILMINGTON. 


Lucius C. Matlack offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 327 of the Discipline be amended by 
inserting between the words ‘‘ work” and “the Conference,” in the 
fourth line, the words, ‘‘ or when he accepts a civil office,” so that the 
paragraph as amended would read: ‘“‘ When a traveling minister is 
accused of being so unacceptable, inefficient, or secular, as to be no 
longer useful in his work, or when he accepts a civil office, the Con- 
ference shall investigate the case, and if it appear that the com- 
plaint is well founded, and the accused will not voluntarily retire, 
the Conference may locate him without his consent.” 


John F. Williamson offered the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements be requested to 
secure the services of two more boys to act as pages during the ses- 
sion of the General Conference. 


WISCONSIN. 


George M. Steele offered the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted: 


Resolved. That the case of T. C. Wilson, of the Wisconsin Confer- 
ence, involving the decision of a question of law, be referred to the 
Judiciary Committee to consider and report thereon. 
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William P. Stowe presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


‘Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the question of so revising the Discipline as to give our membership — 
the right of appeal from the decision of a select committee where the 
penalty is less than exclusion from the Church. 


WYOMING. 


Reuben Nelson presented the report of the Agents of 
the Methodist Book Concern at New York, and requested 
its reference to the Committee on the Book Concern, 
and the Conference so ordered. [See Appendix, 43,] 


The call of the Conferences having been exhausted, 
on motion of Jobn Morrison Reid the call was repeated 
in order to give those who were absent yesterday at the 
organization of the Committees an opportunity to pre- 
sent petitions, memorials, and resolutions. 


ARKANSAS, : 


Richard A. Hammett presentéd a resolution of ‘the 
Arkansas Conference relative to the Presiding Elder- 
ship and the General Superintendency, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy: 

Resolved, That we heartily approve and indorse the judgment and 


action of our Bishops in continuing a general superintendency of the 
whole Church, as indicated in their address before this body. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 


Henry Liebhart presented the action of the Central 
German.Conference on the election of Presiding Elders, 
and the action of the same Conference on the extension 
of the term of ministerial service, both of which were 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


William H. Hunter presented the report of the Book 
Committee, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern. [See Appendix, 45,]| 


GEORGIA. 


Erasmus Q. Fuller presented a memorial from a Judi- 
cial Conference, held in Chattanooga, with reference to 


1876.] Journal of the General Conference. 


expenses of members, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenses of Judicial Conferences. Also a 
memorial from the Ellijay Convention relative to the 
Freedmen’s Cause, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Freedmen. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


Charles F. Doering offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Education: 

Resolved, That we ask the General Conference for a yearly allow- 
ance from the Education Fund in behalf of our Institute at Frankfort. 

He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions: 


Under the deep conviction that it is of the highest necessity that 
our mission in Germany and Switzerland he freed from debts on our 
chapels; and, 

Whereas, We have made no use of the permission given us by the 
last General Conference to collect funds for the establishment of a 
School ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we ask the General Conference for permission to 
collect money within the bounds of our Church in America to enable 
us to pay the debts resting on our chapels. 

He also presented a request for the extension of the 
term of ministerial service in the Mission Conference of 
Germany and Switzerland, and it was referred to the 


Committee on Revisals. 


HOLSTON. 


William C. Graves presented the request of a Judicial 
Conference held in Chattanooga, Tenn., Feb. 18, 1874, 
asking the General Conference to legalize its proceed- 
ings, which was referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


COLORADO. 


‘Benjamin F. Crary presented a petition from mission- 
aries and helpers in New Mexico, asking for the publi- 
cation of Methodist literature in the Spanish language, 
which was referred tothe Committee on Book Concern, 


INDIA. 


James M. Thoburn presented a petition from the Ital- 
ian Mission, signed by Leroy M. Vernon and six others, 
asking for the organization of an Annual Conference in 
Italy. Also, resolutions of India Conference asking a 
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separation of the home and foreign missionary work. 
Also, resolutions asking an amendment to paragraph 380 
of the Discipline, and that provision be made for the 
appointment of a Finance Committee in Mission Con- 
ferences; all of which were referred to the Committee. 
on Missions. 

; KANSAS. 

S. W. Lloyd presented a resolution recommending the 
discontinuance of the Ladies’ Repository, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

C. Holman offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 49 of the Discipline be amended as fol- 
lows: After the words, ‘‘ Let no one be received into the Church,” 
strike out, ‘‘until such person has been at least six months on trial,” 
and insert, ‘‘until such person has been proposed for membership by 
the Pastor.” 

Also, strike out, ““and has been recommended by the Leaders and 
Stewards’ meeting, or where ne such meeting is held, by the Leader,” 
and insert, “‘and has been recommended by a majority of the official 
members of the Society.” 

Also, strike out, as obsolete, paragraphs 50 and 51. 

S. W. Lloyd also presented the action of the Kansas 
Conference on the appointment of Presiding Elders. 
Referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy. 

Also, the action of the same Conference on Boundaries, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Also, the action of the same Conference on Church 
Extension, which was referred to the Committee on 
Church Extension. 

LOUISIANA. 

Joseph C. Hartzell presented the action of the Louis- 
iana Annual and Lay Conferences, asking for the adop- 
tion of the South-western Christian Advocate, and the es- 
tablishment of a Book Depository in New Orleans, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

Also, the request of the German Church asking to be 
left in the Louisiana Conference, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


, 


NEWARK. 

James N. FitzGerald presented the action of the 
Newark Conference relative to Presiding Elders’ Dis- 
tricts and Sunday-school Superintendents, which was 
referred to Committee on Revisals. 
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NEW JERSEY. 


Charles E. Hendrickson presented the action of the 
New Jersey Lay Electoral Conference relative to the 
_Presiding Eldership, and the Annual and Quarterly 
Conferences, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Itinerancy. 

Also, the action of the same Conference relative to 
Lay Delegation, which was referred to the Committee 
on Lay Representation. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


Daniel A. Goodsell presented the action of the New 
York East Conference on Church location and debts, 
which was referred to Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

At this point Albert S. Hunt, one of the Fraternal 
Delegates appointed by the last General Conference to 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, read the report 
of their visit. [See Appendix, 4,] 

Whereupon Granville Moody offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the report of Albert S. Hunt, Charles H. Fowler, 
and Clinton B. Fisk, Fraternal Delegates to the Methodist Episcopal 


Church, South—a report so important in itself and so significant in 
its bearing at this epoch—has been heard with great pleasure by this 


General Conference, and that it be referred to the Committee on the : 


State of the Church. 


Robert F. Queal moved, as an amendment, the follow- 
ing, which was accepted by G. Moody and unanimously 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the General Conference has heard with great satis- 
faction the report of the Fraternal Delegates appointed by the Bish- 
ops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, by authority of the last 
General Conference, to represent the sentiments of that body and the 
Church at large to the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, held at Louisville, Kentucky, in May, 1874, and 
that this General Conference expresses its high approval of the man- 
ner in which these Fraternal Delegates discharged the delicate and 
important duties of their mission, and that the report be published in 
the Daily Christian Advocate. 


Bishop Harris announced the following Committee on 
Memorial to Congress relative to the transfer of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs: Dennis N. Cooley, Clinton B. 
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May 5- Fisk, George W. Geddes, William Lawrence, Charles W. 
Firta Day, 
Rowland. 
The call of the Conferences was then resumed. 


PuILapDEL- PHILADELPHIA. 


PHIA. 3 
Episcopacy. William J. Paxson presented the resolution of the 


Philadelphia Conference on the Episcopacy, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

ueckn® He also presented the action of the same Conference 
with regard to the Presiding Eldership, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


Agitpe. Also the resolutions of the same Conference against 


eo Coun- the severance of Dauphin County from its Boundaries, 
To restore and also a resolution requesting the restoration of Har- 
burgh, risburgh to the Philadelphia Conference, both of which 


were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


SourH-East- SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 


ERN LypI- 
ANA, 


Rule touch. Fernando C. Holliday presented the following paper 


ing contri- i ini 1 j ] 
bitionsfor from the Methodist ministers of Indianapolis, and it 


peepee of was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


At a meeting of the Methodist ministers of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
held at Roberts Park Church, April 17, 1876, the following resolu- 
tion was adopted: 

Whereas, There are many members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church who will not comply with the rule of our Church that re- 
quires every one to pay for the support of the Church according to 
his ability ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we request the next General Conference to give us 
a specific rule on this question in the Discipline. 


vided Also, the following papers from the Indianapolis 


licensed. District Conference of the South-eastern Indiana Con- 
ference, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, HELD AT BALTIMORE, MAy 1, 1876: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN :—The Indianapolis District Con- 
ference of the South-eastern Indiana Conference respectfully memo- 
rialize your honorable body to consider the propriety of so legislating 
as to permit proper persons of religious character and gifts, who are not 
licensed to exhort or preach, to occupy our pulpits under disciplinary 
sanction. GEORGE L. CuRTIs, 

J. M’Vey, Committee, 
A. A. JOHNSON, 
INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Oct. 21, 1875. 
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F. C. Holliday presented a memorial from the Indian- 
apolis District Conference on District Conferences, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, HELD IN BALTIMORE, MAy 1, 1876: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN :—The Indianapolis District Con- 
' ference of the South-eastern Indiana Conference respectfully peti- 
tion you to consider the following questions, to wit: 

Quest. I. Consider the propriety of abolishing the District Con- 
ference. 

Quest. 2. If it is retained as a distinctive feature of the Church, 
that attendance of its members shall be made obligatory, as in case 
of attendance of members of an Annual Conference. 

Quest. 3. That you more fully define the powers of the District 
Conference, so that there shall be no conflict of jurisdiction between 
it and any other body of the Church, 

INDIANAPOLIS, OCT. 21, 1875. 


J. H. Bayliss presented the following paper from the 
Greensburgh and Columbus District Conference, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Whereas, The District Conference regulation provided for and 
authorized by the last General Conference fails to give satisfaction, 
and is, in fact, a mistake in legislation; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Greensburgh District Confer- 
ence, in Conference assembled in Greensburgh, Indiana, on the first 
day of December, 1875, that the law authorizing District Confer- 
ences should be repealed; and that we, as a portion of the South- 
eastern Indiana Conference, respectfully request our Delegates to the 
next General. Conference to favor such legislation, and that the Sec- 
retary of this District Conference furnish our Delegates with a copy 
of this action. 


SOUTH KANSAS. 


D. P. Mitchell presented the following resolution 
relating to Church Extension from South Kansas Con- 
ference, and it was referred to the Committee on Church 
Extension: 

Resolved, That we hereby request our Delegation to the coming 
General Conference to favor any proposition which favors the distri- 


bution of the funds of the Board of Church Extension on the plan 
of our excellent Missionary Society. 


Also the following resolution from the same Confer- 
ence, which was referred to the Committee on Itiner- 


ancy : 
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Resolved, That we respectfully request the General Conference, to 
be convened at Baltimore, May 1, 1876, to so alter the Discipline as 
to make the Presiding Elders elective by the Annual Conferences. 


Also a resolution to abolish District Conferences. 

Also the following resolution of the Conference, 
which was referred to the Committee on Bounda- 
ries: 


Resolved, That we ask the General Conference to place Baldwin 
City, in alternating quadrenniums, within the jurisdiction of the Kan- 
sas and South Kansas Conference—and we would prefer it to remain 
the first four years where it now belongs, in the Kansas Conference. 


The Committee on the Centennial and the Sabbath 
presented their report, which was read, and, on motion, 
adopted, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CENTENNIAL 
AND THE SABBATH. 


The Committee beg leave to present the following report: 

Whereas, The Commissioners of the Centennial Exposition have, 
by an almost unanimous vote, determined to close both the buildings 
and the grounds under their care on the Christian Sabbath; and 

Whereas, Such action, we are satisfied, is in entire harmony with 
the moral and Christian sentiment of a large majority of the Amer- 
ican people, as well as with the facts of our national history, and the 
efforts made by our fathers to guard the sacredness of this holy day 
by all proper regulations and restrictions ; and 

Whereas, We regard the religious observance of the Sabbath as 
essential to the prosperity of our country, and the perpetuity of its 
institutions and liberties ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That the hearty thanks of this body be tendered to 
the Commissioners for their prompt, united, and decisive action in 
this matter. 

Resolved, 2, That regarding, as we do, the traffic in intoxicating 
liquors, whether brewed, vinous, or spirituous, as the fruitful source 
of a large part of the misery, pauperism, and crime which exists in 
our land, we cannot forbear the expression of our convictions, that 
the entire exclusion of such traffic from the Exposition would have re- 
flected honor upon the Commissioners, and would have been a 
source of great satisfaction, net only to the moral and religious peo- 
ple of the land generally, but especially to the women, who have so 
earnestly remonstrated against it on this occasion. 

Resolved, 3. That a copy of these resolutions be forwarded to the 
Commissioners now in session in the city of Philadelphia. 

Respectfully submitted, in behalf of the Committee. 


J. G. Evans presented the following resolution, which 
was adopted: 
Resolved, That the chairmen of the Delegations severally be re- 


quested to prepare each a list of his own Delegation, giving the 
present relation of the Clerical Delegates, whether Pastors, Presiding 
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Elders, or occupying other positions in the Church, and giving the 
occupation and address of each Lay Delegate, and furnishing the 
same for insertion in the Directory to be issued, 


It was further ordered, that the Agents do not wait 
longer than to-day for the lists of Delegates, and that 
those only who are actually members of the General 
Conference be included. 

On motion of John Lanahan, the Agents were in- 
structed to leave off. all titles. 

The Committee on Time and Place of Receiving 
Fraternal Delegates announced that they had com- 
pleted their work, and, at their own request, were dis- 
charged. 

On motion, I. S. Bingham was elected an Assistant 
Secretary of the Conference. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. Notices were 
given, the Doxology sung, and the Benediction pro- 
nounced by Bishop Andrews. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 6, 


Conference met at the appointed,hour, Bishop Harris 
in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by James 
Leaton. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The following members, not heretofore present, were 
announced as having arrived, namely: William H. Bo- 
dine, of New Jersey Conference; Washington C. De 
Pauw, a Lay Delegate of Indiana Conference, and Jas. 
B. Weaver, a Lay Delegate of Iowa Conference. Also 
Barton G. Towne, a reserve Lay Delegate, of New 
Hampshire Conference, who was admitted to the seat of 
Ira E. Chase, not present. 

Temporary leave of absence was granted to Cyrus 
Clark, of Erie Conference; Eliphaz H. Rogers, of the 
Nebraska Conference; Clinton B. Fisk, of the Saint 
Louis Conference; Benjamin B. Hamlin, of the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Gonference; Granville Moody, of the 
Cincinnati Conference ; and William M. Wright, of the 
Virginia Conference. 
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May 6. J. B. Weaver requested to be relieved as an Assistant * 
P ohaetne Secretary, and the request being granted, William J. 


er's resig- Paxson was, On nomination of the Secretary, elected in - 


Assistant his place. 
Secretary. 


W.J.Paxson J- G. Evans was announced as elected. Assistant Sec- 
elected AS- retary of the Committee on Revisals. 

Secretary, $A motion of A, J. Porter, that George: C. Round, a 
reserve Delegate, be admitted to a seat during the tem- 
porary absence of W. M. Wright, was lost. 

SpecialCom- Bishop Harris announced the following special Com- 


mittees = 
announced, mittees, namely : 


ON EXPENSES OF JUDICIAL CONFERENCES. 


Amos Shinkle, George Pratt, 
Thomas Hanlon, Gardiner Baker, 
Francis'S. Hoyt, William E. England, 
Joseph C. Hartzell, John L. Smith, 
Augustus J. Goodrich, Edwin W. Cunningham, 
John D. Hammond, William Koeneke. 

\ 

ON MEMORIAL. SERVICES. 

John M. Reid, Joseph M. Trimble, 
Thompson Mitchell, Hooper Jolley, 


William R. Clark. 


Communicae The Bishops presented the following paper, which 


tion from 


the Bish- after being read, was ordered to be published in the 
ops on Z oh eee 

Fraternal “ Daily Christian Advocate,” in all our Church papers, 
Relations : : : 

with the and in pamphlet form, with their Address : 

Chure! 


Boni The Bishops in presenting their Address to the General Conference 


on Thursday last, thought it would not be courteous to the Dele- 
gates to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, to anticipate what they might say in the report of their inter- 
view with that Conference. But as they have reported, we now de- 
sire to present to your body the following abstract of the Journal of 
our meeting in Columbus, Ohio, in May, 1874. The following resolu- 
tion was adopted, after the Bishops had listened to a statement made 
by the Rev. Dr. Hunt, Chairman of the Delegation: 

“ Resolved, That we have heard with the liveliest interest the com- 
munication of Dr. Hunt, in regard to the Fraternal Reception of our 
Delegates to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, It gives us great pleasure to enter upon our records 
our hearty approval of the manner in which our honored Delegates 
have discharged the delicate and important duties assigned to them ; 
and our profound satisfaction with the manner in which they were re- 
ceived. We earnestly desire and hope that the future relations of 
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the two Methodist Episcopal. Churches, may’be entirely: cordial, 
leading to the spread of scriptural holiness over these lands.” 
By order and on behalf of the Board, 
WILLIAM 'L. Harris, Secretary. 


The regular order of business, the call of the Con- 
ference for petitions, memorials, and appeals, was tak- 
en up. 


ALABAMA. 


William P. Miller presented the action of the Ala- 
bama” Conference with regard to the re-election of E. 
Q. Fuller, as Editor of the “ Methodist Advocate”’ at 
Atlanta, Georgia, which was referred to the Committee 
on‘ the Book Concern. 

He also presented a petition asking for two Confer- 
ences in Aiabama, which was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. Also, the repeated action of the Ala- 
bama -Conference asking. for two Conferences, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. Also, the action of the'same Conference with 
regard to the Presiding Eldership, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


BALTIMORE. 


John Lanahan presented a memorial, signed by C. 
Herbert Richardson and three others, on the Western 
Book Concern exhibits, which he asked to have printed 
in the ‘‘ Daily Christian Advocate,” and referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

Granville Moody moved, as an amendment, that it be 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern without 
being.read or printed, and the motion prevailed. 


CALIFORNIA. 


W. S. Turner presented an appeal from an’ episcopal 
decision; signed by J. W. Ross and others, which was 
referred to the Committee on'Episcopacy. 

Peter Bohl presented the action of the California 
Electoral Conference on the use of tobacco; also, the 
action of the same Conference on the subject of Lay 
Representation in the Annual Conferences; and its ac- 
tion with regard to the recognition of women as preachers 
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of the Gospel, all of which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
on the Chinese, and on the Indian Policy of the Gov- 
ernment, which were referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

W. Dennett presented the action of the California 
Conference with regard to District Conferences, and of 
the same Conference with regard to Presiding Elders, 
both of which were referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

On motion of L. C. Queal, it was ordered that the 
paper from the California Electoral Conference with re- 
gard to the licensing of women as preachers, and all 
similar papers, be referred to the Committee on the State 
of the Church. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 


Henry C. Dickhaut presented the action of the Cen- 
tral German Lay Electoral Conference on the subject 
of the introduction of the laity into the Annual Con- 
ferences, which was referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
on the election of Presiding Elders, and on the exten- 
sion of the time of ministerial service, both of which were 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


E. W. Spencer presented the memorial of Rock 
Island District Conference relative to changing the time 
and place of Electoral Conference, which was referred 
to the Committee on Lay Representation. 

Victor Witting presented the memorial of the mis- 
sions in Sweden relating to the establishment of a 
Theological School in Stockholm, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Education. 

George R. Palmer, presented the memorial of J. 
Kern and another, asking the publication of an inter- 
mediate paper, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern. 

He also presented a memorial from the Winona Dis- 
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trict Conference relating to the Presiding Eldership, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy ; 
also from the same District Conference relating to the 
revisal of our Hymn Book, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Revision of the Hymn Book. 

J. G. Evans presented the petition of the Swedish 
Preachers’ Association of the Iowa Swedish Mission 
District, and also of the Illinois Swedish Mission Dis- 
trict, asking the formation of a Swedish Annual Con- 
ference, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Missions. 

He also presented the memorial of the Iowa and 
of the Illinois Swedish Mission Districts, asking the 
continued publication of the ‘“Sandebudet,” and they 
were referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


‘CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


A. C. George presented the action of the Central 
New York Conference relative to the Presiding. Elder- 
ship, and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the petition of J. Alabaster and 
others relative to the duties of Annual Conference 
Secretaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

Luke C. Queal presented the memorial of Troy Dis- 
trict Conference in regard to the boundaries of the 
Annual Conference, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 

James Erwin presented a memorial from the Van 
Ettenville Charge, signed by John S. Ennis and others, 
asking that it may remain in the Central New York 
Conference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

CENTRAL OHIO. 


Leroy A. Belt presented the action of the Central 
Ohio Conference relative to the election of Presiding 
Elders, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

Wesley G. Waters presented the action of the same 
Conference relative to District Conferences, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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John. W, Hiett presented the action.of the Lay Elec- 


toral Conference,.relative tothe introduction of Lay 


Representation in. Annual Conferences; which: was -re- 
ferred to the Committee,on Lay. Representation. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


D. S. Monroe presented the, action, of, the Central 
Pennsylvania. Conference. relative. to. the.. Presiding 
Eldership,, which, was referred,,to the Committee. on 
Itinerancy. 

Mordecai W. Jackson presented the action of ‘the 
Lay Electoral Conference relative. to. the. Presiding 
Eldership, and_it,, was referred tothe Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

Thompson. Mitchell, presented petitions. from Ash- 
land, Pa., signed by A. M. Barnitz and J. R. Cleaver, 
and one from Weatherly, Pa., signed by J. R. Dodson 
and many others, asking to remain as_ charges in the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference, and they.were,re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion of John P, Newman, John Baer, a dele- 
gate to the General Conference of 1824, was.invited to 
a seat on the platform. 

The call of the Conferences was resumed. 

H. R. Mosser presented a resolution in regard, to 
attendance upon Sunday-schools, and it was. referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 

N.S. Buckingham presented a resolution. relating to 
Sunday-school Superintendents, which was. referred to 
the Committee on Sunday-schools. 


CHICAGO GERMAN. 


Louis Appel presented a memorial from the Chicago 
German Lay Electoral Conference with regard to the 
introduction of laymen into the Annual Conferences, 
which was referred. to the Committee on Lay Repre- 
sentation, Healso presented the memorial of the same 
Electoral Conference with:regard to the election of a 
German Bishop, which was referred to the Committee 
on Episcopacy.. 

C. A, Loeber, presented a memorial from the Che: 
cago German Conference with regard to the election ot 
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Presiding Elders,’ which'was referred’ to the Committée 
on Itinerancy. 
. ‘CINCINNATI. 

J. M. Walden presented a petition signed by. James 
T. Vail and L. F. Vancleve relative to the modification 
of - District Conferences, ‘which was referred:to the 
Committée on’ Itinerancy. 

‘He also returned the memorial from Troy Conference 
relative to a change in electing delegates to the Lay 
Electoral Conferencés, heretofore referred to the Com- 
mittee ‘on Revisals, and ‘asked ‘its ‘réference ‘to’ the 
Committee'on Lay Representation. "Fhe'request was 
granted. 

‘COLORADO. 

Benjamin F. Crary. presented the action of Colorado 
Conference relative to the ‘Presiding Eldership, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the petition of Augustus P. George, 
of Elmira, -N. ‘Y:., concerning Quarterly ‘Conference 
Records, ‘which was ‘referred to the Committee ‘on 
Revisals. 

DELAWARE. 


Hooper Jolley offered !resolutions in respect to epis- 
copal supervision in Africa,.and they were referred ‘to 
the-Committee on the Episcopacy. 

‘DES MOINES. 

E. M. H. Fleming presented the action of the ‘Des 
Moines Conference on the -Presiding Eldership, which 
_ was referred to the’ Committee on Itinerancy. 


DETROIT. 

‘Arthur Edwards presented:a petition signed by him- 
self and’four: others with regard to Boards of Stewards 
and Trustees, which was -referred to the Comimittee on 
Revisals. 


J. S. Smart :presented a paper from E.'S. Olmsby, 


concerning Iowa Conference boundaries, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

‘George W. Fish presented the action of the Detroit 
Lay Electoral Conference on the subject ‘of Lay Rep- 
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resentation in Annual. Conferences, which was. referred 
to the Committee on Lay Representation. 

William Lawrence presented the following resolution, 
which was read, and, on motion of Jacob Rothweiler, 
indefinitely postponed: 


Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, and resolutions for refer- 
ence to Standing Committees may be filed‘ with the Secretary ; and’ 
shall be referred to the Committee indicated. by. indorsement thereon; 
unless there be a general order as to the reference, when they shall 
be by the Secretary-referred accordingly. — 


EAST GERMAN. 


Peter Neu presented the action of the East. German, 
Lay Electoral Conference asking for lay representation 
in the Annual Conferences, which was referred to, the 
Committee on Lay Representation. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
asking for a German Bishop, which was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 


FLORIDA. 

C. L. Robinson presented’ a petition, signed by: N. 
Webster and others, relative to the boundaries of the 
Florida Conference, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Boundaries. 

HOLSTON. 

John J. Manker presented: the action of the Delegates: 
of the Conferences within. the seventh General Confer- 
ence District with regard to the Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
which was, on motion, referred to the Committee on 
Freedmen. 

He also presented the action of' the same: Delegates. 
with regard: to the Board of Education, which was, on: 
motion, referred to the Committee on Education. 

Also, the action of the same Delegates with regard 
to the “South-western Christian Advocate,” which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern, 

John W. Ramsey presented a petition, signed by him- 
self and two others, with regard to boundaries, which; 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


ILLINOIS. 


William S. Prentice presented the action of the Illi- 
nois Conference, relative to the Presiding Eldership;. 
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also, the action of the same Conference in relation 
to the Supernumerary and Superannuated relations, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
relative to a division of the Conference, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

R. N. Davies presented a memorial from W. R. Good- 
win and others relative to the Election of Presiding 
Elders, which was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 


INDIANA. 


Theodore B. Haughey presented the action of the 
Indiana Lay Electoral Conference on Church union, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church; and on Boundaries, Lay Representation, 


and Presiding Eldership, which were referred to the 


Committees on Boundaries, Lay Representation, and 
Itinerancy respectively. 

Hayden Hayes: presented. the action of the Indiana 
Conference on the Presiding Eldership, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
with regard to Boundaries, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Reuben Andrus presented the action of the same 
Conference on’ Church Certificates, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 


MICHIGAN. 
¥F. D. Hemenway presented the report of the Garrett 


Biblical Institute, which was referred to: the. Committee 
on Education. [See Appendix, 52, | 


John M. Reid presented a memorial from: N. O..- 


Westergren and others against separate Scandinavian 
Conferences, and it: was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

D. F. Barnes presented the action.of the Conference 
relative to electing Presiding Elders, and it was referred 
to the Committee. on Itinerancy. 
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May 6. 
Sixra Day. MINNESOTA. 
soa William M’Kinley presented the memorial of J. F. 


Questions. (Chaffee, in respect to certain questions of Law, which 
was referred to the.Committee on Judiciary. 
-On merging A. J. Goodrich presented a copy of the resolution of 
Missionary § > & 
and Freed- the Minnesota Annual ‘Conference with reference to 
men’s : : Pie ‘) : 
Societies. merging the Foreign Missionary and Freedmen’s Aid 
Societies into one, which was referred to, the Committee 


on Missions. 


Missouri. MISSOURI. 
es Bound- —_W. J. Martindale presented the action of the Missouri 


Conference on Boundaries, and it was referred to the 

Committee on /Boundaries. 
on seeecie ‘S..G. Brock: presented:the actioniof:the Lay Electoral 
Eldership. Conference, relative to,electing Presiding Elders, which 

was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

On LayRep- -He also presented the action of the Missouri ,Con- 
resentation. 

ference relative to Lay Representation, which was :re- 
ferred.ito the Committee on Lay Delegation. 

On Episcopal He.also presented .a memorial -from ‘Marysville Sta- 
Supervis- 4 4 q Sa 5 
ion. tion relative to Episcopal Supervision, which was -re- 

ferred.to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

On Mode of (William Lawrence presented the Majority Report 
Ecclesias- é a ‘ : 
tical Juris- and John Miley the Minority Report of the Committee 
sEaionee. appointed at the last General Conference, held in 

Brooklyn, .N. Y., May, 1872,:to prepare a Code of Ec- 
clesiastical Jurisprudence and Procedure, which, on 
motion of F. C. Holliday, were referred to a Special 
Committee of nine, and ordered to be printed in the 
“ Daily Christian Advocate.” 

‘The hour of eleven o’clock ‘having arrived, the Order 
of the Day, the reception of Fraternal Delegates, was 
taken up. 

Bishop Harris requested Bishop Janes to take the 
chair. 

Rev. W. B. Cyrus 'D. Foss then stolons to the President of the 
troduced. Conference the Rev. William B. Pope, M.A., Theolog- 

ical Tutor in Didsbury College, Manchester, England, 

Rev. J. Ho and John P. Newman introduced Rev. James H. Rigg, 


eeaaeee D.D., Principal of the London Theological Training 
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School whowere presented. to the Conference by Bishop 
Janes. 

The Address of, the-British Wesleyan Conference to 
this. body was presented. and-read. [See Appendix, 9,] 

The Fraternal Delegates, Rev. Wm. B.}Pope, /M.A., 
and ‘Rev. | Dr. Rigg, then addressed ‘the ‘Conference. 
[See Appendix, 10, 11.] 

After the addresses John F. Hurst presented the fol- 
lowing, which was adopted by a:rising vote: 

‘Resolved, ‘That shaving received, in the-persons of the’/Rev. Wm. 
B. Pope,‘M:A, and’Rev. James H. Rigg, D:D, the fraternal -salu- 
tations of the British Wesleyan Conference, we ‘instruct ‘the Com- 
mittee on Fraternal Correspondence to frame-resolutions.expressive 
of our high appreciation of the visits,and utterances. of these distin- 
guished representatives of that great body whence our “American 


Methodism, with all its revered traditions,‘has sprung,-and that: the 
papers offered by them-be referred: to the same Committee. 


Bishop Haven withdrew his appointment to preach in 
the Academy;of |Music, at 3.P.M.-to-morrow, and at:his 
suggestion| the: Conference,:by a rising vote, requested 
the Rev.:Wm. B. Pope,-one-of the Fraternal Delegates, 
to;take his-place. 

The various papers presented during the session of 
the ‘Conference were distributed to ,the appropriate 
committees. 

On motion the Conference ,adjourned. The doxol- 
ogy was sung, and the benediction pronounced by Rev. 
Wm. :B. Pope, MA. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 8, 


-Conference met ;at ‘the appointed hour, Bishop Fos- 
ter in the chair. 

The religious services;were:conducted -by James M. 
Thoburn. 

Luke Hitchcock rose to a «question of ,privilege, and 
moved 'the suspension of :the Rules in order: to.make 
inquiry concerning the publication, by the Associated 
Press, and in the -daily papers, of the substance of a 
paper presented on Saturday by John Lanahan, and 
signed by‘C..H. Richardson and others, relating to ‘the 
Western iBook Concern, which-was granted. 

Amos Shinkle rose ‘toa question of privilege con- 
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cerning the same subject, and addressed the Confer- 
ence. 

John M. Phillips, of the New York Book Concern, 
was permitted, as a question of privilege, to make a 
statement relating to the same subject. 

John M. Walden, rising to a question of privilege, 
moved the following: 


Whereas, The memorial in regard to our Publishing Interests, pre- 
sented on Saturday through John Lanahan, and signed by C. Her- 
bert Richardson, John Miller, John Baer, and Jesse L. Warfield, 
contained damaging statements touching the financial condition of 
the Western Methodist Book Concern at Cincinnati; and, 

Whereas, These damaging statements, in some way communicated 
to the press, have been. made. public, to the detriment. of said.Con- 
cern; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern is hereby in- 
structed to consider the subject of said memorial, and report at the 
earliest moment practicable upon the financial condition of the West- 
ern Methodist Book Concern. 


John Lanahan also rose to a question of privilege 
relative to the same subject. After proceeding to ad- 
dress the Conference he was called to order, but the 
Conference finally permitted him to “proceed in his 
own way.” 

Upon the conclusion of his remarks the resolution of 
J. M. Walden was adopted. A motion to lay the pre- 
amble on the table did not prevail. 

The preamble was then adopted. 

John Lanahan having stated that an important part 
of a report in connection with the investigation of the 
Book Room difficulties had not appeared. in the pub- 
lished Journal of 1872, Bishop Harris, by the consent 
of the Conference, requested the appointment of a Com- 
mittee of five to inquire into the alleged. omission in the 
Journal of the last General Conference. 

George W. Woodruff, the co-editor of the General 
Conference Journal of 1872, joined in the demand for 
the Committee, and, on motion, the request was granted, 
and the Committee ordered. 

T. J. C. Fagg and M. Herrick were announced as 
present. 

Rev. John A. Williams.and John M’Donald, Esq.,M.P., 
Fraternal Delegates from the Canada Methodist Church, 
were introduced by Bishop Janes. 
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Bishop Janes also introduced. Rev. Bishop Albert Car- 
man, D.D. and Rev. E. Lounsbury, Fraternal Delegates 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada. 

On motion of Cyrus D. Foss, to-morrow, at 11:30 
A. M. was fixed: upon for the reception of Fraternal 
Delegates from the Methodist and Methodist Episcopal 
Churches in Canada. 

On motion of R. L. Dashiell, F. Ohlinger, of the China 
Mission, was invited to.a seat with the Conference dur- 
ing the remainder of the session. 

The regular order, the call. of. the Conferences, for 
memorials and petitions, was taken up. 


s 


NEWARK. 


On motion of R. L. Dashiell, the greetings of the East 
China Mission were; read to. the Conference, and. were 
referred to the Committee on Missions. 

He also presented a. paper from the same mission 
relating to the Minard Home, which was referred to 
the Committee on, Missions; also, a. memorial from. the 
North China Mission. relating to. the duties. and powers 
of Superintendents of Foreign Missions, which was also 
referred to the Committee on Missions. 

He also presented. a memorial signed by S. A. Sten- 
son relative to the publication of a Catechism in the 


Norwegian language, and,, upon his: motion, it was re-- 


ferred to a Special Committee of seven. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Joseph Cummings presented a copy. of the resolu- 
tions adopted May 5 by a large number of the Dele- 
gates of the General Conference. on appointing Presid- 
ing Elders, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

William: F. Warren presented the Quadrennial Re- 
port of the School of Theology of Boston University, 
and also, a petition from: the students of the Drew. 
Theological Seminary, signed by Marcus L. Taft and 
seven others, asking for a recognition in the Discipline 
of Schools of Theology, which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. [For Report see Appendix, 58.] 


123 


May 8&. 
SEVENTH 
Day. . 
Fraternal 
Delegates 
from 
Methodist 
Episcopal 
Church of 
Canada. 


F. Ohlinger 
invited to 
& seat. 


Regular or- 
der. 


NEWARK. 


Greetings. of 
East China 
Mission. 


Minard 
Home. 


North China 
Mission. 


Concerning 
Norwegian 
Catechism. 


N.ENGLAND. 


Resolutions. 
touching 
Presiding 
Eldership. 


Quadrennial 
Report of 
Boston 
Univer- 
sity. 

Students of 
Drew 
Seminary. 


124 


May 8. 
SEVENTH 
Day. 

In relation to 
inefficient 
ministers. 


New Hamp- 
SHIRE. 

Presiding 
Eldership 
and Dis- 
trict Con- 
ferences. 


N. JERSEY. 


Presiding 
Eldership 
sand Dis- 
“tricts, 


gq 478. 


Corps of Ex- 
aminers on 
Conference 
Course. 


New York. 


Remon- 
strance of 
8t. Mark’s 
Church. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


'T. P.:Richardson presented the action of the New 
England‘ Lay Electoral Conference in‘ relation’ to ineffi- 
cient ministers, and the action of the same Conference 
in relation to ministers engaged in secular pursuits, both 
of which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Lorenzo D. Barrows presented the resolutions passed 
by the New Hampshire Conference at its last session 
in regard to the Presiding Eldership ‘and District Con- 
ferences, which were referred to the Committee on’Itin- 
erancy. 

NEW JERSEY. 


Charles W. Heisley presented a memorial from the 
New Jersey Conference: 1. To make ‘the ‘Presiding 
Elders ‘elective; 2. To empower the Conferences to 
decide for themselves’ their number of districts; 3. To 
ask ‘that District Conferences be made obligatory 
throughout the Church.’ 

‘He also offered the ‘following resolution, which was 
referred to the’ Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the clause in paragraph 478 of the Discipline, read- 
ing as follows, be stricken out : 

“And in all cases the! Presiding Elder shall share-with the Preath- 
ers'in his. District, in proportion with what they have respectively 
received,” And the following inserted, so that it shall read, “And in 
all eases’ the Presiding Elder and the: Preachers in‘his district ‘shall 
share with each other:in proportion with what they have -severally 
received.” And then adding the residue of the paragraph as it now 
stands in the Discipline. 


And also the following, which was referred to the 
same’Committee : 


Whereas, Candidates for the ministry of the’ Methodist Episcopal 
Church ‘should become’ thoroughly acquainted with’ the “subjects con- 
tained. in the Course of Study ; and, 

Whereas, To this end they need the aid of a continued supervision 
by their examiners ; therefore, 

Resolved, That to every class commencing or pursuing the Course 
of Study, a corps of Examiners shall be appointed, with a-view to 
their reappointment from year to year continuously, to proceed with 
the same class until they:shall have concluded their studies. 


NEW YORK. 


‘M. D’C. Crawford presented the remonstrance of St. 
Mark’s Church against being included in the Delaware 
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Conference, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries, 

Cyrus D.. Foss: presented ‘the: actions of New York 
Conference concerning ‘District Conferences, which’ was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also, the action of the same Conference concerning 
the American: Bible Society; which was referred to the 
Committee on Bible Society. 

Also, the action of the same Conference relative to 
special missionary collections, which was referred to the 
Committee on Missions: 

Also, the memorial of the same Conference on: the 
revisiom of the Hymn: Book, and it was. referred to the 
Committee on the Hymn Book: 


NEW. : YORK. EAST. 


A: S: Hunt: presented a memorial, signed by G. B: 
Dusinberry and five others, on the method ‘of receiving 
preachers on trial, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a memorial; signed: by: .L: S::Weed 
and four others,;:on»exceptions ‘to the limitation to.the 
term of.pastoral:service, whick was referred: to. the:Com: 
mittee on Revisals. 


NORTHERN: ‘NEW YORK: 


I. S. Bingham presented an extract from the Journal 
of the Northern New York Conference, recommending 
forms of blanks, etc., which was referred to.the Com- 
mittee on Book Concern. 

The Statistical Journal of the same Conference was, 
on his motion, referred to the same Committee. 

S. Call presented the memorial of Ames Church, ask- 
ing transfer to Troy Conference, and signed by John 
Cole and twenty-six others; also, one. from Northern 
New York. Conference relating. to | boundaries,..which 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries... 

W..R: Cobb: presented a petition from Cherry Valley 
Charge relating to Conference boundaries, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
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NORTH INDIANA. 


A. C. Swayzee presented a petition relative to lay 
preaching, signed by A. C. Swayzee; also, one relative 
to Mission Work, and ‘signed by the same; also, one 
relative to class meetings, and signed by the same, all 
of which were referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a paper relative to Sunday-schools, 
which was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools. 

Also, one relating to the Hymn Book, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Hymn Book. 

W. S. Birch presented a paper, signed by E. S. Free- 
man and one hundred and thirteen others, relating to 
boundaries, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a paper from O. V. Lemon, con- 
cerning District Conferences, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 


NORTH OHIO. 

F. S. Hoyt presented a memorial, signed by thirty 
persons, relating to District Conferences and Presiding 
Elders, which was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

NORTH-WEST GERMAN. 


Fr. Kopp presented the action of the Conference re- 
lating to the Presiding Eldership, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


C. A. Brooke presented the action of the Conference 
with reference to boundaries, and it was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


Bennett Mitchell presented a resolution from the 
North-west Iowa Conference concerning boundaries. 

Also, a memorial from Clear Lake Circuit, signed by 
J. Fawcett and thirty-seven others, touching Conference 
boundaries. 
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Isaac Garmoe presented a memorial on boundaries of 
North-west Iowa Conference. 
All were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


OHIO. 


T. W. Stanley presented a memorial signed by H. L. 
Whitehead and one other with regard to a cheap relig- 
ious paper, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

He also presented a memorial from the Chillicothe 
District Conference with regard to the support of the 
Bishops directly by the people, which was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Also, a memorial from the same District Conference 
recommending the merging of the Freedmen’s Aid Soci- 
ety into the Missionary Society, which was referred to 
the Committee on Freedmen. 

Also, the action of the same District Conference with 
regard,to Quarterly Conference Committees, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

Also, the memorial of the same District Conference 
with regard to granting licenses to preach; also, the 
memorial of the same District Conference to repeal a 
certain rule with regard to pastors’ salaries; and a me- 
morial of the same District Conference requesting that 
District Conferences be made general throughout the 
Church; and also, the action of the Lancaster District 
Conference with regard to District Conferences; all of 
which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the memorial of the Chillicothe 
District Conference respecting the Course of Study for 
Local Preachers; also, the petition of J. F. King and 
four other members of the Ohio Conference to abolish 
the office of Exhorter; also, the memorial of the Chilli- 
cothe District Conference to the same effect; which 
were referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

F. Merrick presented a memorial from the Annual 
Meeting of the North China Mission requesting a change 
of Discipline in reference to the government of foreign 
missions, which was referred to the Committee on 


Missions. 
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H. C..Drinkle presented an extract from the Journal 

of the Ohio Lay Electoral Conference on the subject 
of Lay Representation inthe’ Annual Conferences; which 
was referred to the Committee on Lay Representation. 
_ Joseph M. Trimble, Fraternal Delegate from the last 
General: Conference to..the General Conference of the 
Methodist. Protestant Church, presented. his: report, 
which was read, as follows: 


The General Conference of 1872 appointed Rev. W. Kenney, D.D., 
and Rey. Joseph M. Trimble, to bear the fraternal greetings of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church. At the time selected by Dr. Kenney to 
visit the said General Conference, personal and family affliction pre- 
vented my joining him and being present at their session in May, 1874. 
Of this Dr. Kenney was fully apprised. I also addressed the follow- 
ing letter'to the General’ Conference of the Methodist’ Protestant 
Church : ; 


“DEAR! FATHERS AND BRETHREN: Having been appointed with 
Rev. Dr. W. Kenney by the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, at its session in Brooklyn, May, 1872, to bear to 
your body fraternal greetings, I deem it due to you to say that per- 
sonal.and family afflictions will prevent my attendance upon the ses- 
sion of your General Conference. This I very much regret. It would 
have afforded me great pleasure to present in person, in company 
with: my highly esteemed: colleague, the ‘fraternal greetings of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to your body. I hope my lack of serv- 
ice will be made up by the presence’ and service of the Rev. Dr. 
Kenney, who I know will bear to’ your body the assurance of the 
existence, in the Church we represent, of the most friendly feelings . 
toward the different members of the Methodist family. 

“We cherish the hope that the'day may soon come when there 
shall be still more intimate relationship between us. That we may 


- all be one as Christ and his Father are one. 


“Praying that you may have a most pleasant and profitable session 
of your General Conference, and that the great Head of the Church 
may pour upon you the spirit of wisdom and power, qualifying you 
for the blessed work allotted you, 

“‘T am, dear brethren, your fellow-laborer in the kingdom of Christ, 

; “ JosEPH M. TRIMBLE, 

“CoLuMBUS, OHIO, May 5, 1874.” 


My colleague, I suppose, was’ present at their Conference session, 
but the Lord of the harvest gathered him shortly after to the garner 
of eternal life, and ‘hence we have no further report for this General 
Conference. JoserH M. TRIMBLE, 

BALTIMORE, MD., May, 1876. 


OREGON. 


Rufus Willard presented Conference resolutions con- 
cerning Lay Representation in the Annual Conferences, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Lay Rep- 
resentation. 
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N. Doane presented a memorial from the Publishing 
Committee of the “ Pacific Christian Advocate” con- 
cerning that paper, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 


PROVIDENCE. 


John Kendrick presented a resolution of Lay Confer- 
ence against the quadrennial election of Bishops, etc., 
and it was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Dudley P. Leavitt presented a Conference resolution 
in relation to change of supervision of our Publishing 
interests, and of our Missionary and Church Extension 
work, and it was referred to the Committée on the State 
of the Church. 


ROCK RIVER. 


Charles H. Fowler presented the report of the Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Sunday-School Union of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the General Conference, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Sunday-schools 
and Tracts. [See Appendix, 47,] 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented extracts from the Journal of 
the Conference relative to a paper and book depository 
at Charleston, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the Book Concern. 


SOUTHERN GERMAN. 


F. Schuler presented the action of the Conference 
relating to boundaries, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries, 

Also, the action of the same Conference on lay repre- 
sentation, which was referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation. 

Also, on the Presiding Eldership, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


G. W. Hughey presented a paper, signed by himself, 
relating to District Conferences, which was referred to 


the Committee on Itinerancy. 
9 
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SOUTH-WEST GERMAN. 


G. F. Needringhaus presented the action of the Con- 
ference concerning the extension of the pastoral term, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also, one on lay representation, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Lay Representation. 

’ Also, a paper relative to boundaries, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

G. W. Marquardt presented a petition, signed by P. 
Kuhl and twenty others, concerning boundaries, and it 


was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


H. Koch presented the action of the Conference rel- 
ative to boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


TENNESSEE. 


J. Braden presented the action of the Conference 
against its division on the color line, which was referred 


- to the Committee on Boundaries. 


Also, the action of the Lay Conference relative to the 
Presiding Eldership, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

And also, a memorial of a convention of preachers 
and laymen praying for a separate Conference. 


TEXAS. 


W. L. Molloy presented a resolution of Conference 
against electing Presiding Elders, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


TROY. 


Thomas A. Griffin presented a memorial, signed by 
B. Hawley and one other, in regard to change in burial 
service. 

Also, a memorial, signed by B. Hawley and three 
others, in regard to a change in baptismal service, and 
they were referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


UPPER IOWA. 


Alpha J. Kynett presented the Report of the Board of 
Church Extension, which was referred to the Committee 
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on Church Extension; also, a copy of the Act of Incor- 
poration, which was referred to the Committee on New 
Charters; also, sample copies of lithographic Church 
Plans; which were referred to the Committee on Church 
Extension. [For Report see Appendix, 49,] 

J. B. Taylor presented a paper from the Quarterly 
Conference of Mason City, and one from the preachers 
of Charles City District, relative to boundaries, which 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented the action of the Upper Iowa Con- 
ference relating to the Presiding Eldership, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


VIRGINIA. 


A. J. Porter presented the following, which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 

“Whereas, There is no law in our Discipline providing for the ex- 
penses of law suits which have been authorized, or may be necessary 
for the protection of our Church property ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be and 
is hereby requested to present to the General Conference a plan by 
which these expenses shall be met by the Church, and not by an in- 
dividual Society or Conference. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


K. P. Jervis presented a petition against secret so- 
cieties, signed by A. M’Intosh and four others, of Painted 
Post, Central New York Conference, and it was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

He also presented resolutions concerning the Presid- 
ing Eldership from the Western New York Conference, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Also, a resolution from the Western New York Con- 


ference asking for a change of name, and it was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 
K. D. Nettleton presented a resolution of Rochester 
District Association against a change of name of Con- 


ference, and it was referred to the Committee on 


Boundaries. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 


J. M. Powell offered a resolution on boundaries, 
which was referred to.the Committee on Boundaries. 
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D. H. K. Dix presented the action of the West Virginia 
Conference in respect to the “ Pittsburgh Christian Ad- 
vocate,” and it was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

George W. Atkinson offered a resolution regarding 
the term of ministerial service, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


William Haw presented the action of the West Wis- 
consin Conference against a change in the appointment 
of Presiding Elders, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 

M. Herrick presented the resolution of West Wiscon- 
sin Lay Electoral Conference on lay representation, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Lay Representation. 

D. W. Ball presented the action of the West Wiscon- 
sin Lay Electoral Conference on the Presiding Elder- 
ship, and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the West Wiscon- 
sin Lay Electoral Conference in respect to Superannu- 
ated Preachers, and it was referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church. 

Peter S. Mather presented the memorial of Alfred 
Brunson and thirteen others asking for a change in the 
Discipline in reference to probationers, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


WILMINGTON. 


J. F. Williamson presented the action of the Lay 
Electoral Conference relative to District Conferences, 
the pastoral term, and the Episcopal office, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


WISCONSIN. 


Henry Colman presented the action of the Confer- 
ence relating to a Norwegian paper, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


WYOMING. 


H. Wheeler presented the action of the Conference 
relative to the ordination of Missionaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 
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He also presented the action of the Conference relat- 
ing to uniformity in worship, which was referred to the 
Committee on the State of the Church; also, three 
papers setting forth the action of the Conference relat- 
ing to the Presiding Eldership, which were referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Horace G. Prindle presented the action of Wyoming 
Lay Electoral Conference relative to the Presiding 
Eldership, which was referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy. 

J. G. Eckman presented the action of theAnnual Con- 
ference relating to the number of Presiding Elders’ 
Districts, and it was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 

Payne Pettibone presented the action of the Lay 
Electoral Conference opposing any changes in the 
Episcopacy, which was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. 

Bishop Harris announced the following Committee 
on the Code of Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence, namely: 
William H. Hunter, Morris D’C. Crawford, George L. 
Clark, Luke Hitchcock, Jacob Rothweiler, Stephen B. 
Ransom, Daniel P. Mitchell, William S. Prentice, John 
W. Ray. 

Bishop Janes announced the following Committee to 
inquire into the alleged deficiency in the Journal of the 
last General Conference, namely: William Rice, H. B. 
Ridgaway, C. Aultman, J. Leaton, J. B. Weaver. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

The Committee on Expenses of Delegates to the Gen- 
eral Conference presented their Report No. I, which 
was read and adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee report that the following expenses be allowed : 

Expense of travel in a direct line from home to the seat of the Con- 
ference and back, including meals and lodging during that time. 

Expense of travel in city cars to and from the Conference or Com- 
mittee’s place of meeting. ; : 

Expense of procuring meals at such times as that their homes 
cannot be reached without neglecting the business of the General 
Conference. Riies 

In making out the bills of expense your committee would recom- 
mend the following order: 

1. The Conference. 

2. The number of delegates. 

3. The amount apportioned. | 
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4. Amount raised. 

5. Expense of each delegate in items, as follows: 

(1) Expense from home to General Conference and return; also 
meals and lodging during that time included. 

(2) Expense of meals for those who could not go to their respective 
places of entertainment for dinner. t 

(3) Expense of travel on city cars. The items to be added, and 
the delegates’ names to be signed thereto. The bills of each delega- 
tion to be made out so as to show the aggregate, and to be signed 
by, the chairman of the delegation. 


On motion, the Conference adjourned, notices were 
given, the doxology was sung, and the benediction was 
pronounced by the Rev. J. H. Rigg, D.D. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 9. 


Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Merrill 
in the chair. ; 

Religious services were conducted by Asbury Lowrey. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Bishop Harris announced the Special Committee on 
the publication of a Norwegian Catechism as follows, 
namely: Robert L. Dashiell, Victor Witting, William 
F, Warren, William Wells, Charles H. Doering, John W 
Freund, William X. Ninde. 

Joseph Cummings asked a definition of the duties of 
the Judiciary Committee. 

After considerable interchange of views, the follow- 
ing resolution was adopted, namely : 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to consider, 
and report their decision on, all questions of law coming up to 
us from Judicial Conferences which may be referred to that Com- 
mittee. 


John W. Stone then, by consent, withdrew the paper 
from the Michigan Conference containing points of law 
raised upon the trial of H. C. Peck, and referred it to 
the Committee on the Episcopacy. 

James B. Weaver rose to a question of privilege, and 
offered the following preamble and resolution, which 
were read, and, on motion of R. M. Hatfield, laid on the 
table: 


Whereas, It has been publicly charged upon the floor of this Con- 
ference by a member thereof that he has in his possession the evidence 
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that a large sum, of money has been stolen from the funds of the 
_ Methodist Episcopal Church ; and, 


Whereas, Such charges, if uninvestigated and uncontradicted, are | 


calculated to fill with pain and apprehension our brethren throughout 

the connection ; be it therefore 

. _ Resolved, That a Special Committee of Seven be appointed, whose 
duty it shall be to fully investigate these charges and report their 

findings to this body at an early day. 


The regular business, the call of Conferences for reso- 
lutions and miscellaneous business, was then taken up. 


ARKANSAS. 


R. W. Hammett presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Education: 


Whereas, The claims of education, particularly in the southern 
portion of our work, imperiously demand of this General Conference 
some action tending to aid those schools already established more 
effectually than is done by any plan heretofore adopted ; and, 

Whereas, The Freedmen’s Aid Society cannot meet all that is de- 
manded by the claims of education without destroying its efficiency, 
' therefore it is respectfully requested of the General Conference to 
organize a society known as the Education Aid Society of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, yet so as not to retard the efficiency of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society. 


W. Keener presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries : 


Whereas, It may, before the next General Conference, become 
necessary to organize a Conference in the bounds of the Arkansas 
Conference especially adapted to the Colored work in the State of 
Arkansas ; therefore be it : 

Resolved, That as soon as there are twenty Traveling Preachers of 
Color in the bounds. of the Arkansas Conference it shall be legal for 
said Arkansas Conference, by a majority vote of said Conference, to 
organize a Colored Conference, to embrace all the territory in the 
State of Arkansas for the Colored work, to be known as the 
Conference. 





. BALTIMORE. 


John P. Newman offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Lay Representation: 


Whereas, Provision is made in the constitution of the Church for 
a three-fourths vote of the Annual Conferences and a two-thirds vote 
of the General Conference on all alterations in the Restrictive Rules ; 
canted The Delegates of the Lay Electoral Conferences have 
the right to participate in the two-thirds vote of the General Confer- 
ence, but have not the right to participate in the three-fourths vote 
of the Annual Conferences ; and, 
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Whereas, Such a participation would harmonize with the constitu- 
tional rights of Lay Delegates in this body ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Lay Representation shall con- 
sider, and report on, the propriety of so amending the constitution 
of the Church, as that duly elected Lay Delegates may vote in the 
Lay Electoral Conference on all proposed alterations of the Restrict 
ive Rules. 


Lyttleton F. Morgan offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 382 of the Discipline be so altered as 
to read, “ It shall be the duty of the presiding Bishop to bring the sub- 
ject of our Missions before each Annual Conference, and the Confer- 
ence shall designate the month or months in which the public collec 
tion for Missions shall be taken up within its bounds. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 


Jacob Rothweiler offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to prepare 
and report to this Conference the necessary provisions, in suitable 
paragraphs, to be prefixed to the section ‘“‘On Missions” in the Dis- 
cipline, so as to bring the same into harmony with the new charter 
and action of the General Conference of 1872, as found in the Jour- 
nal, pages 247 and 326. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS 


George R. Palmer presented the following resolutions 
on Episcopal support, which were referred to the Com- 


mittee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, 1. That the Committee on the Episcopacy inquire into the 
expediency of so changing the Discipline, Part V, chap. i, section 1, 
paragraph 474, by striking out all of said section after the words ‘‘de- 
ceased Bishops” in the tenth line, so that said paragraph shall read : 
“Tt shall be the duty of the Book Committee to make an estimate of 
the amount necessary to furnish a competent support to each effective 
Bishop, considering the number and condition of his family, and the 
amount, if any, necessary to the comfortable maintenance of the non- 
effective Bishops; and also the amount necessary to assist the widows 
and children of deceased Bishops.” 

Resolved, 2. To strike out all of paragraph 475. 

Resolved, 3. To strike out paragraph 477, and insert in lieu thereof, 
“ The Agents of the Book Concern shall be the custodians of the Epis- 
copal Fund, and shall pay out 470 raza to the Bishops, and widows and 
orphans of deceased Bishops, the amounts received from the several 
Annual Conferences for said fund. And the Agents shall report an- 
nually to each Annual Conference the amounts received from said 
Conference ; and shall make a full and detailed exhibit of the receipts 
and expenditures, for salary and all necessary traveling expenses, in 
the discharge of their official duties, for the term of four years, in thet 
quadrennial report to the General Conference. 
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W. Underwood presented the following resolution in 
relation to the Episcopal Fund, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That the Discipline be and hereby is revised on pages 
re by substituting for paragraphs 474-477 the following, to 
wit : 

“474. The Book Committee and the Book Agents of the Book Con- 
cern at New York and Cincinnati be, and hereby are, constituted the 
General Conference Board of Stewards. The first-named Agent of 
the Book Concern in New York shall be the Recording: Steward, 
and the first named Agent at Cincinnati shall be the Assistant Re- 
cording Steward. 

“475. It shall be the duty of the General Conference Stewards, af- 
ter consultation with the Bishops severally, to determine the amount 
which shall be allowed as salary, and to estimate the amount neces- 
sary to defray the traveling expenses of each member of the Episco- 
pal Board, considered by the General Conference effective ; to deter- 
mine the amount necessary for the support of the non-effective Bish- 
ops, and for the widows and children of deceased Bishops; to appor- 
tion among the several Annual Conferences, according to their ability, 
the aggregate of said allowances and estimates; to receive from the 
Annual Conference the collections taken to pay said apportionment ; 
and to disburse the money thus collected, first to the effective Bish- 
ops pro rata, according to their claims. Should the collections be 
insufficient to meet all the acknowledged claims against the Episco- 
pal Fund, the General Conference Stewards may draw upon the 
Book Concern for the amount necessary to meet the claims of the 
non-effective Bishops, and the claims of the widows and children of 
deceased Bishops. 

“476. The General Conference Stewards shall make a detailed 
quadrennial report to the General Conference of their receipts, dis- 
bursements, balance on hand, or deficiencies. If deficiencies are re- 
ported the General Conference shall provide for them.” 


Victor Witting offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Book Agents’at New York and Cincinnati be, 
and are hereby, authorized and directed to furnish, free of cost, for 
the library of the Methodist Theological School at Stockholm, Swe- 
den, one copy of each book which has been issued from their respect- 
ive houses. 

Whereas, The Book Concerns at New York and Cincinnati have 
on hand many wood and other cuts which have been used in former 
years in our illustrated books and papers ; and, cae 

Whereas, Some of these would be very useful to our Publishing 
House in Sweden ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be authorized and directed to 
furnish our Publishing House in Sweden copies of such of these cuts 
as it may need at the actual cost of duplicating the same. 


He also presented the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 
Whereas, Our European mission-work is constantly growing in 


extent and importance ; and, - ; ; 
Whereas, During the ensuing quadrennial this work will undoubt- 
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edly demand a more close and intimate Episcopal supervision than 
ever before ; therefore, 

Resolved, That it would be highly expedient, and very much 
promotive of the best interests of the work, that one of our Bishops 
should, during the next four years, reside in Europe. But if this is 
impossible, then be it 

Resolved, That we respectfully request the Bishops, when making 
their Episcopal visitations to Europe, to arrange their plans so that 
they may be able to spend at least two weeks in each of the Euro- 
pean missions, 


E. W. Spencer offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Special Commit- 
tee on Revision of the Hymn Book: 


Whereas, It is very important to encourage and aid all our people 
to sing in all our public services ; and, 

Whereas, From the present size of our Ilymn Book, and the 
want of an authorized edition with music, smaller and cheaper pub- 
lications, containing much that is worthless and dangerous, are driv- 
ing our Methodistic hymns from our Sabbath-schools, devotional 
meetings, and Church services; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference direct the Special Com- 
mittee on the Revision of our Hymn Book to report at an early day 
the practicability of selecting not more than six hundred of the best 
hymns in our language, adapted to meet the wants of our Church 
services, devotional meetings, and Sabbath-schools, to be published 
in two forms: one to contain words only; the other, words with suit- 
able tunes: thus offering to the whole Church words and music for 
all her services: and that all our pastors be directed to use the same. 


. 


CENTRAL, NEW YORK. 


A. C. George presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of recommending a Course of Study for post- 
graduates in Annual Conferencés, continuing four years from the 
time of their ordination as Elders, the text-books to be selected by 


z the Bishops. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of adding to paragraph 482, page 197, the follow- 
ing words: ‘‘And in determining the claim of a superannuated 
preacher the Annual Conference shall consider not only his necessi- 
ties, but also the number of years of effective service which he has 
rendered in the traveling ministry ;” so that the whole paragraph 
will read: ‘‘It shall be the duty of the Quarterly Conference of each 
Charge within whose bounds a superannuated preacher, or a widow 
or child of a deceased preacher, may reside, to appoint a committee, 
whose duty it shall be to make an estimate of the amount necessary 
to assist such preacher, widow, or child in obtaining a comfortable 
support ; and such estimate shall be sent up to the Annual Confer- 
ence with which the claimant may be connected, and subject to the 
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action of said Annual Conference: and in determining the claim of a 
superannuated preacher the Annual Conference shall consider not 
only his necessities, but also the number of years of effective service 
which he has rendered in the traveling ministry.” 
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He also presented the following, which was referred | 


to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 


into the expediency of striking out paragraph 287, page 114, and in- 
serting the following : 

‘‘ He shall take care that.a Fast, be held in every society in his Cir- 
cuit on the Friday preceding each Communion Sunday ; and that, 
whenever practicable, a meeting for confession and prayer be held. on 
such Fast day at every appointment.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to. in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline, paragraph 
238, page 102, by striking out the words: “To attend the Bishops 
when present in his District,” and by inserting the words, ‘‘ To advise 
the Bishop presiding at the Annual Conference in respect to the ap- 
pointments;” so that the whole paragraph will read: “To advise 
the Bishop presiding at the Annual Conference in respect to the ap- 
pointments, and to give him, when absent, all necessary information 
by, letter of the state of his District.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending paragraph 218, page 96, of 
the Discipline by adding the words: ‘‘but the numbers of Dis- 
tricts shall be determined by the Annual Conference,” so that the 
whole paragraph will read, “ To form the Districts according to his 
judgment, but the number of Districts shall be determined by the 
Annual Conference.” 


David Decker presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Whereas, The Book Committee at its session for 1876 adopted 
the following : ' 

“ Resolved, Thatitis the judgment of this Committee that the sup- 
port of the Bishops should be entirely separated from the Book Con- 
cern, and that they should be supported exclusively by the Church ; 


therefore, ; : ; 
Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to 


take the matter into consideration and report thereon. 


He also presented the following: 


Resolved, That the time and order of electing General Conference 
officers be referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


The resolution was adopted. 


James Erwin offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy : 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to de- 
termine, that when a preacher is transferred to another Conference 
in the middle of the year, or any time during the year, and ap- 
pointed to a charge, is that part of the year remaining to be counted 
or not as an ecclesiastical year? or how is it to be regarded in subse- 
quent appointments to the same charge? 


D. W. C. Huntington presented the following, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the Discipline. paragraph 60, 
page 43, by adding after the word ‘‘New,” the words, “or respon- 
sive Scripture readings,” so that the whole paragraph will read: 
“Let the morning service consist of singing, prayer, the reading of a 
lesson from the’ Old Testament, and another from the New, or re- 
sponsive Scripture readings, and preaching.” 

Also, to inquire into the expediency of adding the same words 
after the word ‘‘lessons” in paragraph 61, so that the whole para- 
graph will read: ‘Let the afternoon or evening service consist of 
singing, prayer, the reading of one or two Scripture lessons, or re- 
sponsive Scripture readings, and preaching.” 

Also, to inquire into the expediency of inserting in paragraph 64, 
after the word “‘secondly,” the words, “in the responsive reading of 
the Holy Scriptures,” so that the whole paragraph will read: ‘“ Let 
the people be earnestly exhorted to take part in the public worship 
of God—first, in singing ; secondly, in the responsive reading of the 
Holy Scriptures; thirdly, in prayer, in the scriptural attitude of 
kneeling, by the repetition of the Lord’s Prayer.” 


Benoni I. Ives offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of an average reduction of twenty- 
five per cent. in the prices of our books and periodicals. 


John R. French presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


» Resolved, That paragraph 219 of the Discipline be amended by 
striking out from the fourth line thereof the word “three,” and sub- 
stituting therefor the word “five,” so that the sentence shall read, 
“provided he shall not allow any preacher to remain in the same’ 
station more than five years successively.” 

Also, that the same paragraph be amended by striking out from 
the third line from the top of page 98 the words “three years in 
six,” and substituting therefor the words “five years in eight.” 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


David S. Munroe presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That each Annual Conference be required to present a 
statistical report, in the following order: 
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I. NuMERICAL TABLE. May 9. 


I. Probationers: j Eieutu 


a 


Number received (including those reported to the previous sola 
Conference.) Statistical 

Number dismissed by letter. sae 

Number removed without letter. 

Number dropped. 

Number received into full connection, 

Number who have died. 

Number on roll. 


. Members: 


Number received by letter. 
Number received by probation. 
Number dismissed by letter. 
Number removed without letter. 
Number withdrawn or expelled. 
Number who have died. 
Number on roll. 


Local Preachers. 
Baptisms : 


Children. 
Adults. 


. Church Property : 


Number of churches. 

Probable value. 

Number of parsonages. 

Probable value. 

Amount raised, in cash or material, for building and improv- 
ing churches or parsonages. 

Indebtedness on churches and parsonages, (not deducting 
unpaid subscriptions.) 


II. FINANCIAL TABLE. 


I. Ministerial Support : 


Pastors’ salaries. 

Pastors’ receipts. 

Pastors’ deficiency. 

Pastors’ house rent, or estimated rental of parsonages. 
Pastors’ traveling expenses. 

Presiding Elders’ claims. 

Presiding Elders’ deficiency. 

Bishops’ support. 

Conference claimants. 

Local church expenses, (sexton, fuel, etc.) 


2. Benevolent Collections ; 


For missions : 

From Churches. 

From Sunday-schools. 

Total. 
For Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 
For Board of Church Extension. 
For Tract Society. 
For Sunday-School Union. 
For Freedmen’s Aid Society. 
For Education. 
For Bible Cause. 
Other benevolent collections. 


III. TABLE OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL STATISTICS, 


Same as at present. 
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Nathan S. Buckingham offered the following, which 
was read and referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-schools be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline as to pro- 
vide for the election of the Sunday-school Superintendent by the 
Quarterly Conference, on the nomination of the Preacher in charge. 


H. R. Mosser offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Whereas, The Presiding Eldership requires some modification in 
order to preserve its usefulness to the Church ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That each Annual Conference shall determine by vote 
the number of Districts into which the Conference shall be divided. 

Resolved, 2. That the Board of District Stewards shall, at their an- 
nual meeting, form the District into subdistricts of one or more, and 
not to exceed four, adjoining stations and circuits, in which subdis- 
trict Quarterly Conferences shall be held, as now provided to be held 
in each station and circuit separately. 

Resolved, 3. That the official members of the several charges com- 
posing the subdistrict shall vote jointly on all questions coming be- 
fore the Quarterly Conference as to finance and property, in which 
case the official members of the charge affected by the question only 
shall vote. 

Resolved, 4. That the Board of District Stewards shall, at their an- 
nual meeting, elect a layman to the Annual Conference next ensuing, 
and also elect one or more alternates ; such number so elected shall 
participate in the business of the Conference, and sit and vote with 
the body, except upon questions involving the character of a minister ; 
and shall, with the Presiding Elders, be what.is known in our usage 
as the Bishop’s Council ; but no member shall be elected to the An- 
nual Conference who shall not be eligible to election to the General 
Conference. 

Resolved, 5. That the Discipline be so amended as to bring it in 
harmony with these changes in the usages of the Church, 


He also presented the following, which was rican 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Many members of the Methodist Episcopal Church neg- 
lect attendance upon the Sunday-school, and refuse this recognized 
service of the Church either moral or pecuniary support, holding that 
no astincé disciplinary requirement demands it ; therefore, 

Resolved, Vhat the 6th line, paragraph 339, of the Discipline be so 
amended as to read, “Class-meeting, Suxday-school, and Prayer- 
meeting.” 


CINCINNATI. 


John F. Marley offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to so 


amend the Discipline, that the General Conference shall meet on the 
first Wednesday of May instead of the first day of May. 
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Granville Moody offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


kesolved, That paragraph 255, page 106, of the Discipline be 
amended by adding these words at the close, as follows: Provided, 
that the Leaders shall be appointed annually at the close of each con- 
ference year, except to fill a vacancy or when a new class is formed, 
then said appointments may be made at any time. 


John M. Walden presented certain papers heretofore 
referred to the Committee on Revisals, with the recom- 
mendation that they be referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church. They were so referred. 


COLORADO. 


Benjamin F. Crary offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That we consider it unseemly to make political allusions 
to persons or parties in the discussion of questions on this floor, and 
hope that the ties of a common Christian brotherhood will bind us 
all sweetly together, whatever may be our political affinities. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Many of our people and ministers desire that some 
method of responsive worship should be adopted by the Church; and, 

Whereas, Some have already introduced the custom of reading the 
Scriptures thus in public worship ; and, 

Whereas, In some instances the Apostles’ Creed has been used in 
this way, and, sometimes, editions of the Creed not authorized by the 
Discipline ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider this subject, and to provide some means by which those wishing 
to introduce responsive worship in their congregations may have an 
authoritative and uniform system. 


He also offered the following, and it was referred to 
the Special Committee on Indian Affairs: 


Resolved That we have witnessed with pleasure the efforts made 
by President Grant to stop Indian wars, and to civilize and Chris- 
tianize the Indians. : 

Resolved, That we pledge ourselves to do our part in sending mis- 
sionaries to the Indians whenever they are placed on reservations and 
kept there, so that we can build up schools and churches among 
them 

Resolved, That no policy which does not include the permanent 
settlement of the Indians on suitable reservations can be of any 
avail in securing peace among them, and between them and the whites. 


At this point Bishop Peck took the chair. 
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DELAWARE. 


William Perkins offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education: 


Resolved, That the name of the “Centenary Biblical Institute,” 
located in Baltimore, be changed to the “Scott Centenary Biblical] 
Institute.” Also, ; 

Resolved, That the Trustees of said Institute be, and are hereby 
authorized and requested, through their chairman, to apply to the 
next.General Assembly of Maryland for such change in the charter 
or corporate name thereof. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Lay Representation : 


Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church has sought in her gov- 
ernmental and administrative polity to conform to the popular wish, 
so far as such wish has not conflicted with any principle of our holy 
Christianity ; and, 

Whereas, Such popular wish points in the direction of equal repre- 
sentation in all legislative, or deliberative, or administrative bodies, 
civil or ecclesiastical, where two or more classes, or two sets of inter- 
ests, are involved ; and, 

Whereas, Said equal representation has been granted by the Church 
in her highest ‘or legislative body, the General Conference ; and, 

Whereas, Matters of very great, if not of equal, importance are left 
to the control of each Annual Conference—matters affecting the in- 
terests of both the ministry and laity; therefore, 

kesolved, That this General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church does hereby grant to the laity of said Church one lay delegate 
for each minister in each Annual Conference, with the privileges of a 
seat on the floor of said Annual Conference, of debate on all ques- 
tions coming before them for action, and of voting in the determina- 
tion of the same, with such rules for a joint or separate vote as 
may be necessary and proper. 


DES MOINES. 


E. M. H. Fleming offered the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the ex- 
pediency of striking out the words “of which he is a member” in 
paragraph 305, section 21 of the Discipline, and generally, as to fram- 
ing the section so as to make no distinction in sex in license to exhort. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the expedi- 
ency of striking out of paragraph 281 of the Discipline the words, 
“and to inform them that without such a certificate they will not be 
received into the Church in other places.” 

Also, to inquire into the expediency of adding a paragraph follow- 
ing paragraph 281 in the following words, “‘ to inform all persons with- 
in the bounds of his charge, holding certificates of membership, that 
they are responsible to the Church in all respects while holding, as 
after depositing with him, such certificates. 


DETROIT. 
L. R. Fiske presented the following paper, which was 
referred to the Committee on Lay Representation : 


Sy 
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Whereas, The best interests of the Church require that the laity 
should share more largely in the management of her affairs than at 
the present time ; and, = 

Whereas, Should they be admitted into the Annual Conferences, 
they ought to have equal voice with the clerical portion of said Con- 
ferences ; and, i 

Whereas, This would create the necessity of changing the 
boundary lines of nearly every Conference in the connection, increas- 
ing the number of such Conferences to about one hundred and fifty ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the scope of duties confided to the District 
Conferences be enlarged by transferring to the same all the business 


now transacted in the Annual Conferences which does not relate 


directly to the work, the purity, and the efficiency of the itinerancy, 
thus increasing the importance and dignifying the office of District 
Conferences, 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops of the Church preside at these Dis- 
trict Conferences, in order that they may be brought into closer rela- 
ea with the people, and may better understand the wants of our 

ion. 

Resolved, 3. That as only clerical interests would have to come be- 
fore the Annual Conferences, relating especially to the working of the 
itinerancy and its highest efficiency, these Conferences need consist 
only of traveling ministers, without withholding from the laity any 
of the prerogatives now sought to be conferred on them. 


J. S. Smart offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be and is hereby in- 
structed to return to this Conference all papers relating to the organ- 
ization of special, Conferences for our colored and white brethren, 


that they may be referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church, so that they may be discussed by this body. 


At this point Bishop Janes took the chair. 

The order of business was then suspended, that the 
Fraternal Delegates from the British Conference might 
take leave of the Conference. 

Rev. William B. Pope, A.M., and his colleague, Rev. 
James H. Rigg, D.D., delivered brief addresses. 

At the conclusion of their remarks, John M. Walden 
moved that a document presented by Rev. James H. 
Rigg, D.D., relating to an important social question, be 
accepted, and referred to a Special Committee of seven, 
which was agreed to. 

The Committee on Correspondence offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted by a rising vote: 

Resolved, That we have enjoyed with profound satisfaction the 
visit to this General Conference of the distinguished representatives of 
the British Wesleyan Conference, the Rev. William B. Pope, M.A., 
and his associate, the Rev. James H. Rigg, D.D., and that we take 


pleasure in expressing our high appreciation of their personal charac- 
ter, the dignified manner in which they have fulfilled their mission, 
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and their utterances, both in their addresses to the Conference and their 
pulpit discourses ; and now, in their departure from us, wé devoutly 
implore for them a safe return to their homes and fields of labor. 


Thomas W. Price moved that the Book Agents be 
instructed to prepare copies of the General Conference 
Journal, and present one to each of the Fraternal Dele- 
gates. 

The hour of 11:30 o’clock having arrived, the order 
of the day was taken up, namely, the reception of the 
Fraternal Delegates from the Methodist Church in 
Canada. 

Rev. John A. Williams, and his co-delegate, John 
M’Donald, Esq., M.P., were introduced. 

The address from their Church to this body was then 
read by the Secretary. [See Appendix, 15,| And, on 
motion, the time of the session was extended. 

The Delegates then addressed the Conference. [For 
Addresses see Appendix, 16, 17,] 

The following letter from the Fraternal Messengers 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was pre- 
sented by Bishop Janes, was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Fraternal Delegates: 


THE CARROLLTON, BALTIMORE, Jay 9, 1876. 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in Conference assembled : 


HONORED FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We, the undersigned, have 
the honor of informing you that as Fraternal Messengers of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South, we are now present in the city 
awaiting the pleasure of the Conference. 

The venerable Dr. Lovick Pierce, the Chairman of this Fraternal 


‘Delegation, we fear will not be able to be present, but we are in 


possession of his written address, which, with your permission, may be 
read to the Conference. 
With high esteem, we are very respectfully and fraternally yours, 
J. A. Duncan, 
L. C. GARLAND, 
Fraternal Messengers of M. E. Church, South. 


An Annual Conference having been held in Balti- 
more a hundred years ago, John M. Walden offered the 
following resolution, which was read, and, on motion, 
adopted, and the Committee asked for ordered. 

Resolved, That a special Committee of five be hereby crdered to 
arrange for a Commemorative Service on the twenty-first of May, 


and report the matter of hour and place to this body for its 
action. 


1876.) Journal of the General Conference. 


Frederick Merrick obtained consent to introduce the 
‘following, which was unanimously adopted : 


Having listened with much pleasure to the able and instructive 
discourse of the Rev. W. B. Pope, Delegate from the British Wes- 
leyan Conference, delivered at. the Academy of Music on Sabbath, 
May 7th, and believing its circulation among our people would 
greatly tend to their edification and comfort; therefore, 

Resolved, That Professor Pope is hereby most respectfully requested 
by this Conference to furnish a copy of his excellent discourse for 
publication. 

On motion of Henry B. Ridgaway, Rev. Joseph Hol- 
dich, D.D., senior Secretary of the American Bible So- 
ciety, was invited to a seat on the platform. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. 

Announcements were made, the doxology was sung, 


and the benediction pronounced by Aaron Wood. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 10. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop An- 
drews presiding. 

The religious Services were conducted by William H. 
Hunter. 

The Journal of yesterday's session was read and 
approved. 

The following papers were presented by the Secre- 
tary, namely: 

Relating to the trial and appeal of T. C. Workman, 
of Central Illinois Conference; also, relating to the trial 
and appeal of A. S. Cobb, of North-west Indiana, both 
of which were referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
Also, the Minutes of the Liberia Conference, which were 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Bishop Harris announced the following Special Com- 
mittees : 

ON CENTENNIAL SERVICES TO BE HELD MAY 21. 
James S. Smart, W. C. De Pauw, 
William S. Birch, B. B. Hamlin, 

Thomas R. Carskaden. 


ON DOCUMENT FROM BRITISH CONFERENCE. 


John M. Walden, Robert M. Hatfield, 
George W. Fish, J. L. Walker, 
Ira E. Chase, Albert Hartman, 


Frederick Schuler. 
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Fernando C. Holliday announced that Will Cumback, 
a lay delegate from the South-eastern Indiana Confer- 
ence, had arrived and taken his place. 

James M. M’Kenzie, of the Nebraska Conference, was 
granted temporary leave of absence. 

The regular order of business was taken up, and the 
call for resolutions and miscellaneous business was 
resumed. 


EAST GERMAN. 


J. W. Freund offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, It is of great importance that the translations of our Book 


‘of Discipline and standards of doctrine from the English into the 


German language should be carefully made, conforming the transla- 
tions to the originals as nearly as the genius of the two languages will 
allow ; therefore, : 

Resolved, 1. That there shall be a committee of persons, well versed 
in both the German and English languages, appointed by the Gen- 
eral Conference to serve for four years, to which Committee all such 
translations shall be submitted for approval before publication, and 


without whose approval no such publication shall be made. 


Resolved, 2, That our Book of Discipline, thus translated and pub- 
lished, shall be binding on our German Churches in both hemispheres. ~ 

Resolved, 3. That the German Hymn Book authorized by this Gen- 
eral Conference be the only authorized Hymn Book for our German 
Churches in both hemispheres. 


ERIE. 


G. W. Clark presented the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


1. Each Annual Conference shall, early in its session, decide, by a 
majority of the members present and voting, into how many Districts 
its territory shall be divided ; but the Bishop. with the advice of his 
council, shall fix the boundaries of the Districts. 

2, The Elders needed to superintend the work on the Districts 
may be appointed to pastoral work, and in that case supported prin- 
cipally by the charges they, as pastors, serve. 

3. The first District Conference, constituted as provided in sec- 
tion 3, and held within two weeks after the close of the session of the 
Annual Conference, shall elect by ballot one of the Traveling Elders 
having pastoral charge within the bounds of the Presiding Elder's 
District, whose duties shall be as follows: 

(z.) In the absence of the Bishop to organize and preside in the 
District Conference. 

(2.) To have a general superintendence of the work on his District, 
as often as practicable visiting the several charges, that by personal 
observation and official correspondence he may gain all possible in- 
formation respecting the state and needs of the work, as also of the 
preachers and their families. 

(3.) To assist with his counsel the preachers and official Boards in 
the various local and connectional enterprises of the Church, and to 
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advise the Bishops having charge of any thing demanding episcopal 
supervision. 

(4.) If any pastoral charge becomes vacant by death or otherwise, 
he shall, as far as practicable, supply the place, and acquaint the 
Bishop having charge of the Conference with the facts. 


(5.) If for any reason, in his judgment a change of pastors would be 


of advantage to the work—all parties concerned consenting thereto— 
he may make the change; but if either of the preachers or of their 
charges through the official Board object, no change shall be made 
without the action of the Bishop. 

(6.) The Presiding Elder shall, to the best of his ability, faithfully 
represent all-his fellow-pastors, as also their respective charges, in the 
Annual Conference and in the Bishop’s Advisory Council. of which 
he shall be a member, and shall himself be represented to the Con- 
ference and the Bishop by the other pastors of the District. 

(7.) While the pastors in orders shall arrange for and hold the 
Quarterly Conferences, love-feasts, and sacramental services, securing 
such help as may seem necessary, the Presiding Elders shall see that 
the sacraments are properly administered once a quarter in any 
charge served by a pastor not ordained. 

(8.) Nothing shall be assessed or claimed from the charges for the 
Presiding Elder beyond what may be necessary to meet his traveling 
expenses and for necessary official correspondence. 

(g.) The time and place of the first District Conference for each 
year on those Districts to which no Presiding Elder is appointed by 
him, shall be fixed by the Bishop, and announced at the close of the 
annual session of the Conference. 

(10.) If, in the judgment of a majority of an Annual Conference, the 
work on all or any number of the Districts in its bounds would be 
more satisfactorily and efficiently served by Presiding Elders without 
pastoral charges, the Bishop shall appoint such elders whose claims, 
work, and responsibilities shall be as at present stated in the Dis- 
cipline. 

is 1.) Any Presiding Elder wishing to reside out of the bounds of 
the District to which the Bishop may have appointed him, must ob- 
‘tain the consent of the District Stewards to such absence or waive 
his claim for support, 


He also presented the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The “ Pittsburgh Christian Advocate” has been under 
the care of a Publishing Committee, appointed by the General Con- 
ference, but distinct from the General Book Committee ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety and expediency of placing the “ Pitts- 
burgh Christian Advocate” in care of the General Book Committee, 
just as are the other General Conference papers east of the Rocky 
Mountains. 


ILLINOIS. 


J. A. Chestnut offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on New Charters for our 
Benevolent Institutions: 


Whereas, It has recently been decided by the Supreme Court of 
the State of Illinois that foreign corporations cannot hold real estate 


within that State; and, 7 
Whereas, Similar decisions may have been made in other States, 
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corporations, and may be prevented from receiving such in future; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the New Charters for our Benev- 
olent Institutions be instructed to inquire and report what action 
ought to be taken by this Conference to secure to the Church all such 
real estate. 


W.S. Prentice presented the following resolution, and 
it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of striking from the Discipline every thing relat- 
ing to District Conferences. 


Also the following paper, which was referred to the 
Committee on Revisals: 


a 

Whereas, The Discipline makes it the duty of Class Leaders to re- 
port the condition of their classes at each meeting of the Quarterly 
Conference ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of inserting the following among the items under 
Question 6, paragraph 136, page 66 of the Discipline, ‘‘ From Lead- 
ers?” so that the question and items shall read as follows: 

“ Question 6. Are there any Reports; 

“(z.) From the Pastor ? 
“‘(2.) From the Leaders? 
“(3.) From Committees? 
““(4.) From Trustees?” 


Also, the following resolution, which was referred to 
the Committee on Freedmen’s Aid: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 


into and report upon the practicability and expediency of incorporat- 
ing the Freedmen’s Aid Society into our General Missionary Society. 


INDIA. 


J. M. Thoburn offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on’ Missions be instructed to pre- 
pare and report, for incorporation into the Discipline, a chapter on 
Missions, in which the relation of the Missionary Society to the Gen- 
eral Conference shall be recognized and defined, rules specified for 
the government of Foreign Missions, and such changes made in the 
present Chapter on the Support of Missions as may adjust it more 
perfectly to the constitutions and actual usages of the Church. 


INDIANA. 


Reuben Andrus offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 
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_ Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be, and hereby is, 
instructed to examine into the expediency of districting the work of 
the Episcopacy, giving to the Bishops severally a quadrennial or any 
other tenure of superintendency in the districts, bringing them there- 
by into more intimate and more useful relations to the Church, both 
in its temporal and spiritual interests. 


Hayden Hays presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, paragraph 255, sec- 
tion 17, so as to read, “To appoint all the Leaders annually; and 
to change them when he sees it necessary, and to examine each of 
them with all possible exactness at least once a quarter concerning 
his or her method of meeting class.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Add to paragraph, 133, page 64, at the close of the sixth line, “ap- 
point local preachers to regular work for at least one Sabbath out of 
four to places destitute of regular Methodist preaching, with author- 
ity to organize Societies and Sunday-schools, and, to be the regular, 
pastor of the persons uniting in Society with him, and he receiving 
such compensation as. the people are disposed to give him, and 
making his report to the last Quarterly Conference of the year of 
which he isa member.” The paragraph will then read: “To take 
cognizance of all the local preachers, and exhorters in the Circuit or 
Station, and to inquire into the gifts, labors, and usefulness of each 
by name; to license proper persons to preach, and renew their license 
annually ; and also to appoint local preachers to regular work at least 
one Sabbath out of four to places destitute of regular Methodist 
preaching, with authority to organize Societies and Sunday-schools, 
and to be the regular pastor of the persons uniting in Society with 
him, and he receiving such compensation as the people are disposed 
to give him, and making his report to the last Quarterly Conference 
of the year of which he is a member, And also to recommend,” etc., 
as it now reads. 


IOWA. 


J. W. M’Donald offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions: 


_ Whereas, Our Missionary Society and the Woman's Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society are working in the same field and for the same pur- 
pose ; and, TS ¢ ‘ 

Whereas, Separate organizations greatly increase the cost of carry- 
ing on the missionary work as to officers, traveling, printing, and 
many other things ; therefore, a ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be hereby instructed to 
present to this Conference a plan by which the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society may be incorporated in the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, embracing the following points, 
namely : ; Zi dp : : 

1. Continuing woman’s work in the Missionary cause with as little 
change as possible. ; : , 

2, Giving them a part of the offices im said Society. 
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3. Uniting the ‘‘ Missionary Advocate” and the “‘ Heathen Wom- 
an’s Friend” into one Missionary publication. 


James B. Weaver presented the following paper, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Proposition to amend paragraph 260, Part II, chap. ii, sec. 17, of 
the Discipline, by adding thereto the following: “ The pastor shall 
keep an alphabetical list of the members, and whenever it shall come 
to his knowledge that there are sick within his charge who are in 
want of careful attention and watching over, it shall be his duty, if 
practicable, from day to day, to make a suitable detail from among 
the members, whose duty it shall be to watch over said sick, under 
penalty, should they refuse, of being dealt with for the neglect of a 
plain Christian duty.” * 


KANSAS. 


S. W. Lloyd presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, Several of our Church papers are now published at great 
loss to the Book Concern; and, 

Whereas, By the present rapid transit of mails, the wants of the 
Church can be met by a small number of official papers; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to consider the propriety of either consolidating those of our ‘‘ Advo- 
cates” which do not pay expenses with those self-sustaining, or, if they 
are continued, of placing them in the same relation to the Book Con- 
cern as that occupied by the “ Pittsburgh” and “ Northern Advocates,” 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals: 


Whereas, There is no longer any demand in the Church for an or- 
dained local ministry ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and are hereby re- 
quested to report such amendments to the Discipline as shall abolish 
the ordination of local preachers either to deacons’ or elders’ orders. 

Resoived, That the Committee on Revisals are hereby requested to 
report such amendments to the Discipline as shall require an itin- 
erant preacher, on receiving a location from an Annual Conference, 
to surrender his parchments, 


C. Holman presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Cormmittee on the State a the 
Church: 


Resolved, That when a Conference is made up of colored and white 
preachers, it shall be left with the members of such Conference to de- 
cide whether they will remain together or be separated into two Con- 
ferences ; but no separation shall take place without a two-thirds vote. 


KENTUCKY. 


J. S. Chadwick presented the following paper, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 
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: feesolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of amending our form of Baptismal Service’ for 
infants, page 237, part vi, paragraph 5y2, by striking out the fol- 
lowing words: ‘and that our Saviour Christ saith, Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God,” so that the paragraph as amended shall read: “ Dearly be- 
loved: Forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in sin, I be- 
seech you to call upon God the Father, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that having of his bounteous mercy,” etc. 


Also the following, and it was referred to the same 
Committee : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of amending the introductory part of the Bap- 
tismal Service for Adults by striking out the following sentence, part 
vi, page 244, paragraph 593: “‘and our Saviour Christ saith, Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God,” so that the paragraph as amended shall read: 
“ Dearly beloved: Forasmuch as all men are conceived and born in 
sin ; aud that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and they that are in 
the flesh cannot please God, but live in sin, committing many actual 
transgressions ; I beseech you to. call upon God the Father, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ,” etc. 


Amos Shinkle presented the following resolutions, 
which were referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 


Resolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern be, and they are 
hereby, instructed to refuse credit to any and all persons who do not 
pay up in full at the meeting of their Annual Conferences. 

kesolved, That the Agents may make a deduction of ten per cent. 
on all sales where cash is paid at the time the purchase is made, or 
at the time of subscribing for any of our periodicals. 

' Resolved, That the Agents of the Book Concern be, and they are 
hereby, instructed to publish a first-class Sunday-school weekly news- 


paper. 
LEXINGTON. 


Willis L. Muir offered the following paper, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Whereas, Our Bishops being constantly required, when not presid- 
ing in the Conferences, to travel at large, superintending the work, 
and officiating, to the great advantage of the Church, upon various 
occasions, therefore it is expedient that they should reside in the 
principal cities of the country, which are easily accessible either by 
land or water; therefore, 

Resolved, That one of our Bishops shall reside at or near each of 
the following cities, namely: 1. New York; 2. Philadelphia; 3. Bal- 
timore; 4. Knoxville; 5. San Francisco; 6. Boston; 7. Chicago ; 
8. Cincinnati; 9. Louisville; 10. Atlanta; 11. New Orleans; 12. St. 
Louis; and that they shall select their residences from the places 
named, according to their seniority in official position. 
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LOUISIANA. 


Graham Bell presented the following paper, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be, and are hereby, in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of striking out of the Discipline, 
in section 13, paragraph 219, in which are specified the duties of 
Bishops, the words, “and to our people of color,” so that beginning 
with ‘“ missionaries,” in the tenth line from the top of page 97, it 
shall read, “‘ missionaries to neglected portions of our Cities, and in 
foreign stations,” etc. 


MAINE. 


Parker Jaques offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 136 be amended by adding, after the 
words ‘from the Trustees,” the words “from the Class Leaders,” so: 
that it shall read as follows, namely : 

“ Question 6. Are there any Reports— 

““(z.) From the Pastors ? 

““(2.) From Committees ? 

““(3,) From the Trustees ? 

“(4.) From the Class Leaders?” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy, namely : 


Resolved, That section 21, embracing paragraphs 305 and 306, and 
entitled Exhorters, be stricken from the Discipline. 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revisals : 


To amend paragraph 136 on the order of business in the Quarterly 
Conference. 

Ordered, That paragraph 137 be placed as a note in brackets, im- 
mediately after the question, ““ What Committees shall be appointed ? fae 
so that it shall read as follows, namely : 

“3, What Committees shall be appointed ? 

“[The Committees ordered to be appointed by the Quarterly Con- 
ference are: (1.) On Missions; (2.) On Sunday-schools, etc.]”’ 


H. P. Torsey offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education be requested to con- 
sider the necessity of so modifying the Board of Education as to 


secure greater simplicity in its organization, and less expense in its 
operations, 


Seba F. Wetherbee offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


a 
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Whereas, The fact is painfully evident that men reformed from 
,habits of intemperance cannot safely partake of any alcoholic beyer- 
age; and, 

Whereas, Many facts show that reformed men have been led to 
ey old habits by the wine sometimes provided by the Stewards ; 
and, 

Whereas, Many of our reformed men dare not go to the holy sup- 
per on this account; and, 

Whereas, The cup of the Lord should not be the cup of devils, 
where wine is the poison of dragons and the cruel venom of asps; 
therefore, 


Resolved, That paragraph 309 of the Discipline, in relation to the ’ 


duties of Stewards, be changed by adding to the word “elements” 
the words “‘ which shalliin all cases be non-alcoholic,” so it shall read, 
““To prepare the elements for the Lord’s Supper, which shall in all 
cases be non-alcoholic.” 


MICHIGAN. 


D. F. Barnes offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals : 


feesolved, That the Discipline be so changed in paragraph 500, in 
line five, as that the words ‘“‘and a majority” shall be stricken out, 
and the words ‘‘at least three fourths” be substituted instead, so that 
the paragraph as amended shall read: ‘‘Each Board of Trustees of 
our Church property shall consist of not less than three nor more 
than nine persons, each of whom shall be not less than twenty-one 
years of age, and at least three fourths of whom shall be members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 

Resolved, That the Discipline be so changed in paragraph 307, 
first line, as to substitute the term “ persons” for the word ‘‘ men,” 
so that the paragraph as amended shall read as follows : 

“Let the Stewards be persons of solid piety, who both know and 
love the Methodist doctrine and Discipline, and of good natural and 
acquired abilities to transact the temporal business.” 


He also presented the following, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy : 
Resolved, That paragraph 126 of the Discipline requiring District 


Stewards to meet “at the place, arid at or near the time of the First 
District Conference,” be stricken out. 


George B. Jocelyn offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the following paragraph be added to the “ Rules 
relating to Marriage :” ae : 

“47. The Scriptures teach that marriage is the union for life of one 
man with one woman; that divorce is separation for the crime of 
adultery, but that this separation is not such as, in any instance, to 
permit the remarriage of either party during the lifetime of the other, 
hence our ministers are forbidden to solemnize such remarriages.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 


the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the answer to question 16 of paragraph 105 of the 
Discipline, be stricken out, and the following inserted : 
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16, What is the Statistical Report ? 

(1.) Ministerial Support—Pastor; claim, receipts: Presiding eld- 
er; claim, receipts: Conference claimants; claim, receipts: Bish- 
ops; claim, receipts. 

(2.) Membership : Number of conversions, including Sunday-school 
scholars ; number joined other denominations ; number received on 
probation ; number discontinued ; number received into full connec- 
tion ; present number of probationers. Members—Number received 
by letter ; number dismissed by letter; number removed without let- 
ter; number withdrawn ; number expelled; number died. Present 
number of members in full connection ; number of local preachers. 

(3.) Baptisms—Children, adults. 

(4.) Church property—Churches ; number, value, amount raised for 
building or repairs, in cash, in notes, indebtedness, insurance. Par- 
sonages ; number, value, amount raised for building or repairs, in 
cash, in notes, indebtedness, insurance. : 

(5.) Benevolent Collections—For Missions ; amount asked, amount 
received ; from Churches, from Sunday-schools. For Woman’s For- 
eign Missionary Society. For the Board of Church Extension ; amount 
asked, amount received. For Freedmen’s Aid Society; amount 
asked, amount received. For Education; amount asked, amount 
received. For Tract Society; amount asked, amount received. 
Bible Society ; amount received. Special Collections. Sunday- 
School Union; amount asked, amount received. 

(6.) Sunday-schools—Number of Sunday-schools, number of officers 
and teachers, Church members, non-Church members, number of 
scholars over fifteen years of age, number of scholars under fifteen 
years of age not in infant class. Total number of scholars, Church 
members, non-Church members. Average weekly attendance of 
officers, teachers, and scholars. Number of conversions. Total ex- 
penses of school this year. Number of volumes in library. Number 
of papers and periodicals taken. 


John M. Reid presented the report of the General 
Missionary Committee, which was received and ordered 
to be placed on file. (See Appendix, 46.) 

On motion of John M. Reid, all papers in the hands 
of the Committee on Episcopacy relating to Missionary 
Bishops were ordered to be handed to the Committee 
on Missions. 


MINNESOTA. 


J. D. Blake offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, From the large number of our Church papers (weekly 
Advocates) published by our Book Concerns, many of them at points 
easy of access to each other ; and, 

Whereas, There seems to be a still further demand for new papers 
to be established at other centers of Methodism or of Missionary 
work ; and, 

Whereas, The multiplication of our Church papers at local points 
is attended by largely increased expenses to our publishing interests 
without corresponding advantage ; and, 

Whereas, We consider it advantageous to the interests of om 
Church to reduce the number, and thereby improve the quality, of our 
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Church papers, and decrease the expense, while adding to the profits 
of our publishing interests ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the “ Pittsburgh Christian Advocate” and ‘“ North- 
ern Christian Advocate” be merged in the “ Christian Advocate,” to 
be published at New York city, where the office of the editor shall be 
located, with an assistant editor at Pittsburgh, Pa., and another at 
Syracuse, N. Y. ° 

Resolved, Vhat the “‘ Northwestern Christian Advocate,” the “ Cen- 
tral Christian Advocate,” and the ‘‘ Methodist Advocate,” be merged 
in the “ Western Christian Advocate,” to be published at Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where the office of the editor shall be located, with an assist- 
ant editor to reside at each of the following places: Chicago, Ill. ; 
St. Louis, Mo.; Atlanta, Ga.; and New Orleans, La. 

Resolved, That the ‘ California Christian Advocate” be merged in 

.the “ Pacific Christian Advocate,” to be published at San Francisco, 

Cal., where the office of the editor shall be located, with an assistant 
editor to reside at each of the following places: Salt Lake City, 
Utah ; and Portland, Oregon ; and that the Book Committee shall 
have control of each of the appointments of assistant editors, and 
may continue, abolish, or change such offices at their annual meet- 
' ings, as they may determine. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, 1. That the Annual Conferences, when they shall so 
elect by a two-thirds vote, shall select by ballot, without debate, for 
Presiding Elders of each Conference, a list of names three times as 
large as the number of Presiding Elders required, and that the Pre- 
siding Elders shall be appointed by the Bishop presiding from this 
list. 

Resolved, 2. That the Presiding Elder of any District may devote 
his services to those portions of his District chiefly where the cause of 
the Church most demands his effort, providing that each charge is 
visited not less than twice during the year, and that he receives each 
quarter the report of each Quarterly Conference, and maintains suffi- 
cient oversight of the entire district to be cognizant of its work and 
wants. 

Resolved, 3. That no Presiding Elder shall reside outside the 
bounds of his District except on permission of his Annual Confer- 
ence, granted by a three-fourths vote. 


A. J. Goodrich offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Whereas, It is a well-ascertained fact that there are more or less 
members of every Society in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
throughout the Connection who do not, and are not willing to, re- 
spond according to their ability to the various claims the Church 
makes upon them ; and, f 

Whereas, We believe that there is not a man, woman, or child 
having Church relationship with the Methodist Episcopal Church so 
poor that they cannot assist in the support of the Gospel and the be- 
nevolent institutions of the Church ; and, Aas 

Whereas, We believe that an enlightened Christian. liberality to- 
ward all these objects tends to a higher degree of spirituality to the 


iver ; therefore, 
Fi Resolved, That the Commitee on the State of the Church be re- 


quested to take this subject into serious consideration ; and, if in their 
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wisdom it is one of sufficient importance, to present for the consid- 
eration of the General Conference some plan which will show to the 
delinquents the great wrong they are committing against God and 
the Church, and which tend to arouse generally a more liberal feel- 
ing toward these various objects among all the membership of the 
Church. 


G. W. T. Wright offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That so much of the Journal of the Minnesota Confer- 
ence of September, 1874, as refers to the cases of J. F. Chaffee and 
D. Cobb, be referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Moses Adams offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy : 


Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church has under her care one 
hundred and fifty thousand members of African descent ; and, 

Whereas, The said Church meets with great opposition from other 
Methodist bodies, I therefore respectfully ask this General Confer- 
ence to elect a man of African descent to the office of Bishop in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. This is asked for two reasons: 

1. That the Church needs one to help defend her cause. Nothing 
in my judgment, would build up the Methodist Episcopal Church 
more than the election of a Bishop from that membership of African 
descent. : : 

2. The race is not fully represented in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church without one such being elected to that high office of trust. 


MISSOURI. 


J. W. Caughlin offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of changing the Order of Baptism, so that para- 
graph 592, page 242, shall read: “ And then [xaming tt after them] 
he shall baptize it; or may, if desired, immerse it in water, saying.” 
Also paragraph 593, page 249, so that it shall read: “ Then shall the 
Minister ask the name of each person to be baptized: and he shall 
baptize him, (or, if he desire it, may immerse him in water,) saying, 
V., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, anid of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of so altering the Discipline that Annual 
Conferences may determine the number of Presiding Elders’ Dis- 
tricts ; and also, that they may nominate Presiding Elders for appoint- 
ment by the Bishop. Likewise, to report as to the expediency of 
giving Presiding Elders a pastoral charge, with supervisory control of 
their Districts, 
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W. J. Martindale offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That paragraph 307 of the Discipline be altered by sub- 
stituting the word persons for ‘‘men”’ in the first line, so that it shall 


read: “Let the stewards be persons of solid piety, who both know 
and love the Methodist doctrine and discipline,” etc. 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy: 

_Resolued, That the whole subject of episcopal residences be re- 

viewed by the Committee on the Episcopacy, and that they be in- 


structed to report such recommendations as in their judgment the 
case requires, 


S. G. Brock offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting a clause in the Discipline prohibiting 
the appropriation of missionary money to the support of Presiding 
Elders, except in strictly missionary territory. 


NEBRASKA. 


W. B. Slaughter offered the following relating to Mis- 
sionary Bishops, which was referred to the Committee on 
Missions : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of electing a Missionary Bishop for the Southern 
States. 


H. T. Davis offered the following, and it was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to in- 
quire into and report to this body the expediency of including within 
the bounds of the Nebraska Conference the mining region now 
known as the “ Black Hills.” 


W. B. Slaughter offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Lay Representation: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Lay Representation be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to 
have the Delegates to the Electoral Conference elected by a plurality 


vote of the membership. 


H. T. Davis offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Church Extension: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of changing the Discipline by striking 
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out the following words, beginning with paragraph 418: “Every 
such application for aid shall be first submitted to the Conference 
Board of Church Extension, and said Board shall certify its action 
thereon to the Parent Board, and aid shall be granted only by the 
concurrent action of both the Conference and Parent Boards, and 
except in cases of great emergency,” and substitute therefor the fol- 
lowing: ‘‘ Every application for aid from the funds donated by the 
Parent Board shall first be submitted to the Conference Board of 
Church Extension, and on the recommendation of said Conference 
Board, the Parent Board shall grant said application.” 


J. M. M’Kenzie presented the following, which was 
read and adopted: 


Resolved, That we witness with deep regret the absence of so many 
members from their seats during the opening religious exercises. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that are 
least one page of our Church papers should be devoted to the current 
news of the day. 


NEVADA. 


John D. Hammond offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals :— 


Resolved, That the word ‘‘men” be stricken from line 1, para- 
graph 307 of the book of Discipline, and that the word persons 
be inserted in its place. The paragraph will then read: ‘‘ Let the 
stewards be persons of solid piety, who both know and love the 
Methodist doctrine and discipline, and of good natural and acquired 
abilities to transact the temporal business.” 


NEWARK. 


Lewis R. Dunn offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals :— 


Resolved, That paragraph 84 of section Ist, part 2d, page 48 
of the Discipline be so amended that it shall read as follows: 

“The General Conference shall be composed of Ministerial and 
Lay Delegates. The Ministerial Delegates shall consist of one mem- 
ber for every forty-five members of each Annual Conference, to be ap- 
pointed either by seniority or choice, at the discretion of such Annual 
Conference, and of the Secretaries, Editors, and Book Agents elected 
by the General Conference, who shall be members ex-officio of the 
body, and entitled to speak and vote on the interests which they may 
severally represent,” yet so as, etc. 


James N. FitzGerald offered the following, and it 
was also referred to the Committee on Revisals :— 


__ Whereas, Many members of our Church apply for and receive cer- 
tificates of membership, and then retain them in their possession for 
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months, and in some cases, for years, and thus become lost for atime, May 10. 

if not altogether, to our Church ; therefore, Ninta Day, 
Resolved, That Preachers in charge shall not hereafter deliver to 

members in person certificates of membership, but shall forward 

the same, by direction of the persons applying, to the Preacher in 

charge of the Church with which such persons may intend to unite. 


NEW JERSEY. New JERSEY 
Charles E. Hendrickson offered the following, which Business of 
was referred to the Committee on Book Concern: es a 


hesolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to consider and report on the propriety of changing paragraph 430 
of the Discipline by striking out the words “ the amount of,” and in- 
serting the words “a full detailed statement of,” and by inserting at 
the end of the sentence in which the above is contained the words 
“and also a full detailed statement of the expenditures and payments 
of whatever kind made out of the moneys arising from the business of 
the Book Concern,” so that the whole of the first sentence of said 
paragraph shall read: ‘435. The Agents of each Publishing House 
shall keep a separate account with each department of the business, 
and with each periodical published under their supervision ; and they 
shall set forth in their reports to the Annual and General Conferences 
a full detailed statement of the sales, receipts, and expenditures for 
books, periodicals, and depositories under their control, with whatever 
profits or losses may have accrued on each, and also a full detailed 
statement of the expenditure and payments of whatever kind made 
out of the moneys arising from the business of the Book Concern.” 


J. B. Graw offered the following, which was referred Support of 
to the Committee on Revisals : Elders. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider and report on the propriety of amending paragraph 487, book 
of Discipline, by striking out all after the words “ respectively re- 
ceived,” on line thirteen. 


Thomas Hanlon offered the following, which was re- Chapter on 
0 avery. 
ferred to the same Committee : 
Whereas, Slavery is abolished, and the abolition thereof renders 
harm in this regard impracticable ; therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the chapter on Slavery, paragraph 38, be expunged 
from the Discipline. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to Onan bust 
the same Committee: 
Resolved, To alter the first four lines of paragraph 260 in the Dis- 

cipline so as to read, “To hold a meeting of all the Leaders, Stewards, 


and Trustees of the charge, to be denominated the official business 
meeting of the Church.” 


Charles W. Heisley offered the following, and it was 


referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 
11 
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Resolved, That to the clause in paragraph 295, which reads, ‘ A 
Supernumerary Preacher is one who, because of impaired health, 
shall be added, ‘“or embarrassed circumstances,” so as to read: “A 
Supernumerary Preacher is one who, because of impaired health or 
embarrassed circumstances, is temporarily unable to perform effective 
work; and in no case shall a supernumerary relation be granted 
without the assent of three-fourths of the members: of the Annual 
Conference present.” 


Bishop Janes presented the report of William Hunter, 
one of the Fraternal Delegates to the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church, and it was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Fraternal Delegates. [See 


Appendix, 30] 


The Bishop also presented a communication from the 
General Conference of the Colored Methodist Episcopal 
Church, which was referred to the Committee on Fra- 
ternal Correspondence. [See Appendix, 98,] 


NEW YORK. 


John B. Cornell presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Whereas, There is a widespread belief that in certain cases our 
work would be greatly aided by the appointment of a preacher be- 
yond the limit of three years, while a general extension of the pastoral 
term would be attended with difficulties far outweighing any local 
advantages ; and, 

Whereas, The presiding Bishop is now authorized, at the request 
of an Annual Conference, to appoint a preacher for a longer time 
than three years to a seminary of learning, and a similar provision 
would cover most cases of urgency in the pastorate ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Discipline, paragraph 219, line 27, be amended 
by inserting after the words ‘‘seminary of learning under our care,” 
the words ‘‘or to any Church within its own boundaries.” 


NEW YORK EAST. 
A. S. Hunt offered the following, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That Bishop Harris be and hereby is authorized to edit 
the new issue of the Discipline of the Church, and that the Secretary 


of the Conference be and hereby is appointed to edit the General 
Conference Journal. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be and hereby are in- 
structed to report on the propriety of adding after the words “ for 
Education” the following, “ for the American Bible Society,” in the 
sixteenth question of paragraph 105 of the Discipline. 
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M. L. Scudder offered the following, which was 
adopted : 


Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to consider the 
report of the proceedings of the Trustees of John-street Church, 
New York city, during the past four years. Also, to consider and 
report to the Conference what measures, if any, should be adopted to 
increase the Endowment Fund of said Church. Also, to report to the 
Conference for election, nine persons for the office of nine trustees 
of said Church for the four years next ensuing. 


J. M. Buckley offered the following, which was 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee’ on Fraternal Correspondence be 
instructed to include in their nominations of delegates one minister 
and one layman to attend the next ensuing General Conference of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Connection of America. 


J. M. Buckley also offered the following, which was 
read, and indefinitely postponed by a vote of 157 ayes, 
go nays: 


Whereas, The General Conference has created and gradually in= 
creased an official patronage until it now gives a salaried office to 
more than one in ten of its clerical members ; and, 

Whereas, There are often several candidates for every office, so 
that ambition for the office and the emoluments introduces bargain- 
ing, combinations, contracts, and promises, besides being prejudicial 
to the exercise of impartial judgment on the-various questions sub- 
mitted to the General Conference ; therefore, 

Resolved, t» That the Committee on the State of the Church be 
instructed to consider the tendency and effect of the state of things 
above described. 

Resolved, 2. To consider whether such official patronage.cannot be 
diminished. 


D. A. Goodsell offered the following, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Religious Corporations : 


Whereas, The Legislature of the State of New York passed an act, 
which was approved by the Governor of said State in May, 1875, 
concerning Ecclesiastical Corporations, and the method of holding 
and administering the income of the same ; and, 

Whereas, Said law directs all trustees of ecclesiastical’ corporations 
to hold and administer the income of said corporations ‘‘according to 
- the Discipline, rules, and usages of the denomination to which each 
particular Church belongs,;” and, 

Whereas, Great uncertainty exists in some Churches as to the legal 
and proper method for transferring funds for the support of the min- 
istry from the Trustees, as legal custodians, to the Stewards, who are 
charged by our Discipline with the support of the ministry ; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Religious Corporations be re- 
quested to consider the matter, and report to the General Conference 
such provisions as may be needful.in the premises. 
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D. Curry offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be and they 
are hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency, practicability, 


and necessity of establishing a first-class literary, religious, and 
family magazine at the Book Concern, New York. 


Also the following, which was read, and laid on the 
table : 


Resolved, That this General Conference will adjourn szze die on or 
before the twenty-sixth day of this month. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


J. W. M’Adoo offered the following concerning color 
line, which was referred to the Committee on the State 
of the Church: 

kesolved, That we, the delegates of the North Carolina Conference, 
do hereby protest against a division of Conferences on color line. 

Matthew Alston offered the following, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that no 
change is necessary in the manner of appointing Presiding Elders. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


S. Call offered the following. which was referred to 
the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to so 
amend section 17, chapter ii, part ii, of the Discipline as to allow all 
pastors to solemnize matrimony. 


Isaac S. Bingham offered the following, which was 
read : 


Resolved, That the question of jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Boundaries over memorials and resolutions asking permission to 
divide certain Conferences, and the formation of new Conferences, or 
for the consolidation of two or more Conferences during the coming 
quadrennium, be referred to the Chair for decision. 


-F. C. Holliday offered the following as a substitute, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee’ on Boundaries be instructed to ex- 
ercise their authority in the consolidation or division of Annual Con- 
ferences, and make provision therefor during the coming quadren- 
nium, provided no Conference be organized on the color line without 
the consetit of this Conference. 
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NORTH INDIANA. 


W. S. Birch presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


kesolved, That we recommend that paragraph 487 of the Discipline, 
page 200, be amended so as’to further define the duties of the Stew- 
ards, adding to the paragraph, as it now stands, these words, ‘‘and 
they shall make a quarterly report to the Church of the amounts due 
for the quarter, what has been paid, and how disbursed,” so that the 
paragraph as amended shall read: ‘‘ Let the Stewards then adopt 
and carry out a plan, by which every one, except such as prefer to 
make weekly contributions through their Class Leaders, shall have 
the opportunity of contributing each month, or oftener, not grudg- 
ingly nor of necessity, the sum which has been pledged by him. 
Let those contributions be paid over regularly to the Recording 
Steward or Class Leader, and be brought up by him to the Leaders’ 
Meeting or the Quarterly Conference, as the case may be. The Re- 
cording Steward shall keep an individual account of all these pledges 


and contributions, and shall pay over the same, under the direction | 


of the Stewards, to the preachers authorized to receive them, and 
they shall make a quarterly report to the Church of the amounts due 
for the quarter, what has been received, and how disbursed.” 


‘ 


J. H. Defrees offered the following paper, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


The undersigned would respectfully request that you so alter the 
Discipline as to permit each Annual Conference to form the Presid- 
ing Elders’ Districts within its own boundary. 


NORTH OHIO. 


George Mather presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, There is a considerable number of preachers in our 
Conferences who from year to year do not reside in the charges to 
which they are appointed, thus frequently doing injustice to other 
members of the Conference, and embarrassing the appointing power ; 
therefore, ; : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of incorporating a rule of Discipline requir- 


ing Pastors and members of Conference to reside within the bounds 


of their charges unless excused by a vote of the Conference. 


E. C. Griswold offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It seems that the duty of the Preacher in charge to report 
to the Quarterly Conference on the state of Sunday-schools appears 
in two separate places in the Discipline, and as one such is sufficient ; 
therefore, : : 

Resolved, That paragraph 266, section 17, be stricken out, and the 
following inserted in its place: 

Oe cig oe to the Rete Conference, according to the form pub- 
lished by the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal 
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Church, a statement of the number, state, and average attendance of 
the Sunday-schools in the Circuit or Station, together with the amount 
raised for the support of missions and the publication of tracts.” 


Also the following, which was referred to the same 
Committee : 

Whereas, The use of tickets for the admission of members to love- 
feasts is out of practice in our Church; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 254 of section 17 of the Discipline, which 


reads, ‘‘ To renew the tickets for the admission of members into love- 
feasts quarterly,” be stricken out. 


F, S. Hoyt offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into and report concerning the expediency of requiring Presid- 


ing Elders to hold semi-annual instead of Quarterly Conferences in 
the several charges of their districts. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of making it the duty of each of the Bish- 
ops, so far as may be practicable, to preside at one of the two District 
Conferences which shall be held each year within the bounds of the 


Annual Conferences, over which, at their next succeeding session, he 
shall have been assigned to preside. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


Aaron Wood offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Resolved, That so much of the Discipline as is contained from 
question seven to question eleven inclusive, on pages 66, 67, 68, in 


paragraph 136, under the head of “Quarterly Conferences,” be 
stricken out. 


OHIO. 


J.-M. Trimble presented the report of the Board of 
Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church to the 
General Conference of 1876, which was read, and, on 
motion, ordered to be placed on file. [See Appendix, 
55,] 

He also presented the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted: 

Resolved, That a Committee of five be appointed to nominate per- 


sons to fill vacancies in the Board of Trustees of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church occurring at this time. 
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F. Merrick offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to consider 
the propriety of introducing, as a part of the ‘‘ Order for the Adminis- 
tration of the Lord’s Supper,” at the close of the service, the singing 
of a hymn, in accordance with the order followed by Christ at the 
instituting of the ordinance. Matt. xxvi, 30. 


T. W. Stanley offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That paragraph 302 of the Discipline be amended by 
inserting after the words “testimonial from the Quarterly Confer- 
ence” the words, “also a statement from said Quarterly Conference 
that his services as an ordained Deacon are needed.” 

Resolved, That paragraph 304 be amended by inserting after the 
word ‘‘ usefulness” “‘ also that his services as an ordained Elder are 
needed.” 


He also offered the following resolutions, which were 
referred to the same Committee: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 
quire into the propriety of amending paragraph 295 so as to more 
accurately define the supernumerary relation, and to make it more 
perfectly correspond with the action of Annual Conferences in grant- 
ing that relation. 

Resolved, That such definition be as follows: 

“A Supernumerary Preacher is one who, because of impaired 
health, is temporarily unable to perform effective work. 

“ A member or probationer who desires to pursue a course of study 
in any of our collegiate or theological institutions may be granted a 
supernumerary relation for that purpose. 

“Upon the application of a traveling elder therefor, and by the vote 
of two thirds of his Conference present and voting, any effective elder 
who desires to be left without an appointment for one year may be 
granted the supernumerary relation, provided that an effective preacher 
can be granted this relation only one year in ten, except as provided 
ahove, for educational purposes ; and provided further, that it will 
not interfere with the work of the appointing power.” 


R. W. Manly offered the following resolution, which 


was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 

Whereas, A great many persons who join our Church grow weary 
of the long term of probation to which they are subjected ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the law of our Discipline, as contained in para- 
graphs 49 and 50, in section 1, chapter il, be so changed as that per- 
sons may be received into full communion by recommendation and 
examination without a six months’ probation. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Thomas W. Price presénted the following preamble 
and resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Missions : 
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Whereas, The missionary work of our Church is from necessity 
divided, the home from the foreign work ; and, 

Whereas, There is no such distinction observed in taking collec- 
tions for our missions ; and, 

Whereas, It is not just that money contributed under appeals to 
aid in spreading the Gospel in heathen lands should be applied to 
supplement the salaries of Presiding Elders or preachers, as is now 
the case in some of the oldest Conferences, in places where our 
preachers have had free access to the people since the days of Asbury, 
thus encouraging a spirit of meanness and dependence in the people, 
who are as fully able to support the preaching of the Gospel as the 
average of our members ; and, 

Whereas, The legitimate work of the Church Extension Society is 
purely home work, and as a distinct society is expensive—out of pro- 
portion to its receipts—and as all our home work could be more 
wisely and economically managed by one Board ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be requested to inquire 
into the policy of having two Boards of Missions, one to haye control 
of our foreign work, and all moneys contributed therefor; the other 
to have the direction of the home work, including that now belong- 
ing to the Board of Church Extension ; and that two collections be 
taken annually in all our Churches, one for the foreign, the other for 
the home missions, the latter'to take the place of the collections now 
taken for the Board of Church Extension. 


J. F. Chaplain presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, By the present apportionment of Ministerial Delegates 
to the General Conference the limit of representation allowed by the 
second restrictive rule has been reached, namely, one Delegate for 
every forty-five members of an Annual Conference ; and, 

Whereas, By this apportionment, which gives the minimum of 
Delegates, we have now two hundred and twenty-two Ministerial 
Delegates, who, together with the one hundred and thirty-three Lay 
Delegates, make a body of three hundred and fifty-five, which is con- 
fessedly a large deliberative body ; and, 

Whereas, For very urgent and important reasons, as, for example, 
the item of expense, facility in securing a place of meeting, and, above 
all, ease and accuracy in the transaction of business, it is undesirable 
that the General Conference should be nominally very large ; and, 

Whereas, There should be, if not an equality, at least a closer ap- 
proximation to equality between the number of Ministerial and Lay 
Delegates in the General Conference ; and, 

Whereas, By the prospective growth of the Church it is difficult 
for us now to fix in our Restrictive Rules a limit in the ratio of Min- 
isterial apportionment which would be proper for the future ; and, 

Whereas, It is best to avoid, so far as we can, any occasion for 
change in any of our Restrictive Rules; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference hereby recommend that 
the second Restrictive Rule, paragraph 94 of the Discipline, be so 
altered as to strike out the words “nor allow of a less number than 
one for every forty-five,” so that the paragraph will read, ‘‘ They shall 
not allow of more than one Ministeal Representative for every four- 
teen members of the Annual Conference, nor more than two Lay 
Delegates for any Annual Conference ; provided, nevertheless, that 
when there shall be in any Annual Conference a fraction of two thirds 
the number which shall be fixed for the ratio of representation, such 
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Annual Conference shall be entitled to an additional Delegate for 
such fraction ; and provided, also, that no Conference shall be denied 
the privilege of one Delegate. 

Resolved, 2. That we hereby respectfully request and instruct the 
Bishops to present to all the Annual Conferences at their sessions in 
the year 1877 the above resolution for their concurrence or non- 
concurrence, 

Resolved, 3. That in the event of the concurrence of three fourths 
of the members of all the Annual Conferences being officially an- 
nounced by the Bishops, the ratio of ministerial representation in the 
succeeding sessions of the General Conference shall be one Minis- 
terial Representative for every members of the Annual Con- 
ference. 





W. B. Wood presented the following: paper, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Paragraph 219, page 98 of Discipline, insert after the words, ‘“‘ He 
shall have authority, when requested by an Annual Conference,” the 
words, “to appoint a member of the Annual Conference as Confer- 
ence Evangelist, to engage in evangelistic work in connection with 
the regular pastorate, or otherwise, to be connected with such Quar- 
‘terly Conference as he may select.” 


C. F. Turner presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Whereas, There is a general sentiment throughout our Church 
that the Presiding Elders’ Districts should be enlarged, and the 
number of Presiding Elders thereby decreased ; and, 

Whereas, This enlargement of Districts will render it impossible 
for Presiding Elders to visit their charges quarterly ; therefore, 

Resolved, That in section 4, paragraph 128, and wherever else in 
our Discipline the words Quarterly Conference or Conferences occur, 
the words semi-annual be substituted for quarterly, so that it will 
read ‘‘Semi-annual Conference or Conferences,” etc. 


William J. Paxson presented the following resolution, 


which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of changing the Discipline, part ii, chapter ii, 
section 13, paragraph 219, by striking out the word “six,” and in- 
serting the word “‘seven,” so that the clause shall read as follows: 
“Provided, also, that with the exceptions above named, he shall not 
continue a Preacher in the same appointment more than three years 


in seven.” 


He also presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the same Committee, namely : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, part ii, chapter ii 
section 17, paragraph 295, by adding thereto as follows: ‘“ Every 
Preacher in charge shall bring up and present at the Annual Confer- 
ence a certificate signed, by direction of the last Quarterly Conference 
of his Circuit or Station, by the Secretary of said Quarterly Confer- 
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ence, certifying that he has discharged his duties acceptably and 
usefully during the past year; and without the presentation of such 
certificate he shall not be re-appointed to the same charge for 
another year. Also, so to change paragraph 296, that it shall read, 
‘*Should any Preacher in charge fail for five successive years to pre- 
sent the said certificate he shall be located, unless the Annual Con- 
ference, after having inquired into the case, shall by a two-thirds 
vote excuse said failure.” 


PROVIDENCE. 


J. Kendrick presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Book Committee be requested to consider and 
report on the expediency of appointing an Editor of Books who shall 
give special attention to the preparation and supervision of General 
Catalogue and Sunday-school Books, as issued by the Church. 


ROCK RIVER. 


S. A. W. Jewett presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the propriety of adding to paragraph 281 of the Discipline the 
following words: ‘And whenever a certificate of membership is 
presented more than two years after its date, without satisfactory ex- 
planation of the delay, such certificate of membership may, at the 
discretion of the pastor, be rejected as invalid.” 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


A. Webster presented the following resolution, which 
was referred. to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: 


Resolved, That it is the deliberate and conscientious conviction of 
the members of this General Conference that no Conference divisions 
should be made or perpetuated in our work based upon a differ- 
ence in complexion, or previous condition of its members. 


He also presented the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 

keesolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to take into consideration the propriety and necessity of closing all 
Book Depositories where the income is not yielding a net profit to 
the Concern. 

W. R. Jervey presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Temperance: 


Whereas, It is well known that the use of tobaccoshas become so 
prevalent as to be, in many cases, a nuisance in our Church, amon 
both members and officers, and is only a habit that men adapt them- 
selves to; therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That the use of tobacco among ministers and members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church is an evil, and only an evil, in its 
results and influences, and should be discouraged and discontinued 
by all suitable means. 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this General Conference no per- 
son should be licensed as Exhorter or Local Preacher in our Church 
who has formed the habit of, and persists in, the use of tobacco. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA, 


Will Cumback presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Reyvisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to introduce 
into the Discipline a new paragraph, to be numbered 488, as follows : 
“Tf, however, the Quarterly Conferences so determine at the begin- 
ning of the year, the Stewards shall make an apportionment among the 
members of the Church of the amount necessary to pay the current 
expenses for the year; and any member who feels aggrieved by the 
amount apportioned to him may appeal to the Quarterly Conference, 
and its decision shall be final. Any member who fails to pay the 
amount thus apportioned to him shall be required to show cause, to 
the Board of Stewards, for his delinquency ; and if he fail to give suf- 
ficient reason therefor he may be suspended or expelled, according to 
the provisions of the Discipline for the trial of members.” 


F.C. Holliday presented the following, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It is important that Church members be held to a strict 
accountability for their moral conduct ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the Discipline that the holder of a Church 
letter shall be amenable to the Church or Society giving it until it is 
deposited with some other Church or Society. 

Resolved, That removals by certificate from one charge to another 
shall be no bar to investigation of the previous conduct of the mem- 
ber so removing; but the Church or Society with which he unites 
by letter may try him upon charges brought for offenses committed 
at any time during his connection with the Church, and, if found 
guilty, he may be expelled according to the Discipline, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending paragraph 281 of the Discipline, 
that certificates of Church membership shall read as follows: “A. B., 
the bearer, is an acceptable member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in » at , and, on receiving notice of his connection 
with some other Church or Society, he will be considered as dis- 


missed from us.” 








John W. Ray presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to report on the practicability of amending the Discipline so 
as to provide that all elections for General Conference officers occur 
on the first Monday of the session of the General Conference. 
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


A. W. Metcalfe offered the following, which, on mo- 
tion, was indefinitely postponed : 


Resolved, That the Committees whose duty it is to ascertain and 
report the editors and officers that are necessary for the ensuing four 
years, be directed to report the same to this Conference by Monday 
next, and that the election for said officers take place on Tuesday, 
May 16, at ten o’clock A.M. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries : 


Resolved, That the north boundary line of the Southern Illinois 
Conference be changed so that paragraph 576 of the Discipline shall 
read as follows: ‘“ Beginning at the north-west corner of Jersey 
County, thence east to the Wabash River so as to include Kane, 
Woodbury, and Hillsborough within its limits.” 


SOUTH KANSAS. 


A. Buckner offered the following resolutions, whick 
were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, 1. That paragraph 49 of the Discipline be changed so as 
to read, ‘‘ Let no one be received into the Church in full connection 
until such probationer has been recommended by the Leaders and 
Stewards’ Meeting,” etc. 

Resolved, 2. That paragraphs 49 and 50 be transposed. 

Resolved, 3. That the words “and have been under the care of 
proper leaders for six months on trial,” in paragraph 594, page 252, 
be changed so as to read, “and have been properly recommended to 
be received into the Church by the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting.” 


E. W. Cunningham offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making the interval between the sessions of 
General Conference six years, and to report thereon. 


SAINT LOUIS. 


J. L. Walker offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That paragraph 505, page 208 of the Discipline, be 
revised by adding the following words, namely: ‘‘ Provided he re- 
main a member of our Church, and continue to reside in the bounds 
of the charge where the property is situated ; otherwise the Quarterly 
Conference may declare his place vacant, and proceed to fill it ac- 
cording to the rule ;” so that the whole shall read, “ No person who is 
a trustee shall be ejected while he is in joint security for money, un- 
less such relief be given him as is demanded, or the creditor will 
accept ; provided he remain a member of our Church, and continue 
to reside in the bounds of the charge where the property is situated ; 


ae 
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otherwise the Quarterly Conference may declare his place vacant, and 
proceed to fill it according to the rule. 


Clinton B. Fisk presented the following memorial re- 
lating to children in public service, signed by J. H. 
Vincent, which was referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-schools. 


Lo the General Conference of the Methodist Lipiscopal Church assem- 
bled at Baltimore, Md., May, 1876. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: Believing that the attendance 
of children and youth upon the public service of the Church would 
be promoted by allowing them to participate more fully in the exer- 
cises, and believing that the observance of the Lord’s Supper might 
be: rendered an occasion of much greater influence for good to the 
youth of the Church if on that occasion they might be permitted to 
engage in the reading of the Scriptures responsively, etc., I respect- 
fully request your body to approve of the preparation of a form of 
service for the communion embodying the present ritual, arranged 
with such appropriate Scriptures and hymns as may set forth the 
design, circumstances of the institution, and significance of the 
Eucharist : such form of service to be submitted to the Bishops and 
approved by them before publication. 


TENNESSEE. 


John Braden presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, The connectional bonds of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church are more or less impaired by our Annual Conference bound- 
ary lines, which tend to localize our ministry and restrict their sym- 
pathies ; and, 

Whereas, These Confererice lines are often almost insuperable 
barriers to the transfer of the older and more experienced of our 
ministry, owing to the fact that they may soon become claimants on 
the collection for Superannuated Preachers in the Conference to 
which they are transferred ; and, 

Whereas, We believe that when a preacher enters the traveling 
connection of the Methodist Episcopal Church he is only limited in 
the extent of his itinerancy by the legitimate authorities of the Church, 
and is not to consider the Annual Conference in which he is received 
as the utmost limit of his traveling ministry ; and, ; 

Whereas, The early policy of the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
to have the whole Church aid in supporting the superannuated and 
worn-out preachers of the connection ; and, 

Whereas, By the later practice of the Church these funds are now 
expended in the Conferences where collected, making it very desira- 
ble for the preachers to remain in what are known as the richer 
Conferences, and thus have some protection from want for them- 
selves and families when worn out or disabled from any cause; 
and, / 
Whereas, The policy of the Methodist Episcopal Church is to give 
its active preachers only a comfortable support while in the active 
work, and aid them when superannuated or when disabled ; there- 


fore, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
what changes may be necessary in the Discipline to make the funds 
for Conference Claimants a connectional fund, as the Missionary, 
Church Extension, and other general Church collections. 


TROY. 


J. W. Eaton presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of expunging from the Discipline the Ritual for 
the Consecration of Bishops, thereby harmonizing our practice with 
our theory. 


E. Wentworth presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be 
directed to give attention to the common complaint, “too many col- 
lections,” and, if it shall appear to be reasonably grounded, to inquire 
after a remedy, and, if possible, report some feasible plan for reducing, 
the number without decreasing the aggregate of said collections, 


UPPER IOWA. 


W. F. King presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be requested to 
inquire into the expediency of referring the support of superannuated 
Bishops, and the widows and orphans of deceased Bishops, to the 
Annual Conferences from which they were elected. 


VERMONT. 


W. R. Puffer presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries : 


Reselved, Vhat the Troy Conference shall embrace the territory’ 
now within its bounds, except the Plattsburgh and Burlington Dis- 
tricts, and that these two districts, together with the territory now 
embraced in the Vermont Conference, shall constitute a Conference, 
to be called by such name as shall be agreed upon by the parties 
most interested. 


VIRGINIA. 


W. M. Wright presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy: 


feesolved, That the Committee on the Episcopal Fund be instructed 
to inquire whether the provisions embraced in the latter part of para- 
graph 476 of the Discipline have been fully carried out ; and, if they 
have not, to report the reasons, with any suggestions as to what ad- 
ditional action of the General Conference is needed to secure the 
desired object, 
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He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 


quested to-ascertain and report, as far as possible, to what extent the 
provisions of paragraphs 55, 56, 57, and 58 of the Discipline, refer- 


ring to the relation of baptized children to the Church, have. been 
carried out. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That adult persons, who profess conversion through the 
atoning blood of Christ, and make proper answers to the several 


questions in the Discipline for the reception of members, may at once. 


be admitted into full membership. 


WASHINGTON. 


N. M. Carroll presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, The Discipline says there shall be not less than three nor 
more than nine Stewards in each Circuit ; and, 

Wheréas, Some Circuits are so very large as to require more than 
nine ; therefore, 

Resolved, hat the Discipline, page 123, paragraph 312, be so 
amended as to read, ‘* There shall not be less than three nor more 
than twelve.” 


W. W. Foreman presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries : 


Whereas, There are in the State of Pennsylvania, west of the Alle- 
ghany Mountains, a large number of Methodists who desire the fos- 
tering care of the Church ; and, 

Whereas, It is believed that such care can be the most readily 
given by the ministry connected with the Washington Conference ; 
therefore, e ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be requested to so 


adjust and define the boundary lines between the Delaware and. 


Washington Conferences as to include within the Washington Con- 
ference all of the State of Pennsylvania lying west of the Alleghany 
Mountains. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


On motion of D. K. Nettleton, John Parker, a dele- 
gate to the General Conference of 1840, was invited to 


take a seat on the platform. 
K. P. Jervis offered the following preamble and reso- 


lution, which were adopted: 
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Whereas, The editor appointed by the last General Conference to 
prepare the Discipline as revised by said Conference for publication 
did in some things change the form and phraseology in several parts 
of said Discipline ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference approves the action of said 
editor, believing that the Book of Discipline has been greatly im- 
proved in its consistency of style by such changes, and that the Com- 
mittee on Revisals is hereby instructed to examine whether any such 
variation of phraseology has in any degree impaired or essentially 
modified the authoritative meaning. 


S. Hunt presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Church Extension: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension be directed 


to inquire into the expediency of establishing a Bureau of Church 
Architecture. 


He also presented the following, which was adopted: 


Resolved, That Rule 27 be amended by striking out all after the 
word ‘‘ reports” in the second line. 


M. D’C. Crawford, Chairman of the Committee on 
Itinerancy, asked for instructions relative to Annual 
Conference Journals which may be presented in pam- 
phlet form, whereupon 

F. C. Holliday offered the following, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That where the printed Minutes of an Annual Confer- © 
ence present the full Journals, properly signed by the President and 


Secretary, and certified to by the Secretary as the official Journal 
thereof, they be so accepted. 


Edmund Ocumpaugh offered the following preamble 
and resolution, which were read, and referred to the 
Committee on Church Extension : 


Whereas, The last General Conference authorized the Church 
Extension Society to arrange for a mutual insurance of our Church 
property, thereby saving to the Church a sum variously estimated at 
from forty thousand to seventy thousand dollars per annum ; and, 

Whereas, The plan for such insurance has not been perfected so as 
to take effect ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension is hereby in- 


_ structed to consider and report to this General Conference what may 


be done to secure the great advantage. proposed to be secured by 
said former action. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 
G. W. Atkinson presented the following resolution of 


West Virginia Lay Electoral Conference, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy: 
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Resolved, By this Electoral Conference, that we are opposed to any 
action, tentative or otherwise, looking to a change in our system 
which shall affect the relation of our Bishops as now defined, and 
make a quadrennial election necessary. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the same Committee: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy consider the expe- 
diency of electing a German Bishop, and one or more African Bish- 
ops, to supervise the German and African Conferences of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in America. 


He also presented a resolution of the West Virginia 
Lay Electoral Conference against electing Presiding 
Elders, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Itinerancy. 

B. F. Martin presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be, and 
it is hereby, instructed to inquire into the distribution of missionary 
“money in the several mixed Annual Conferences in the South, and 
report, 

I. The methods by which such money has been distributed during 
the last four years. 

2. The amount of such money to’ each Conference, and the num- 
ber of white and of colored traveling preachers in each Conference, and 
the number of each that receives aid from said missionary money, and 
the amount each receives of said money. Or, if this is not practica- 
ble, then to report the amount in the aggregate received by the white 
and by the colored traveling preachers each year during the last four. 
And, 

3. To inguire into the relative amount of support of the presidents 
and teachers in the several colleges, and other institutions of learning 
in these Conferences, under the care of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
including house-rent and board furnished, and into the support of 
similar institutions for our white people of these Conferences, so as 
to show if any discrimination has been made. And further, to show 
what amount, if any, has been appropriated from the missionary 
money to aid in the support of teachers engaged in either class of 
schools in these Conferences severally. 


He also presented the following resolution, which 
was also referred to the Committee on the State of the 


Church : ' 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be, and 
it is hereby, instructed to inquire carefully and thoroughly into the 
practical effect upon our work in the South, of the efforts during the 
past four years to mix districts, circuits, congregations, and Sunday- 
schools which had before been separate. Also, To inquire where 
there are mixed Societies or Circuits, and under what circumstances 
they exist, and what success or want of success attends them. And 
also, to inquire into the facts in regard to the appointment of white 
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preachers under colored Presiding Elders, and of colored preachers 
over Societies of white people. How many of such cases exist, and 
what is the effect upon the work. 


J. M. Powell presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the pro- 
priety of striking out the following words from the Baptismal Rituals, 
paragraph 593, page 248, namely, ‘“‘ Holy Catholic Church,” and in- 
serting the following, ‘‘One Universal Church of Christ,” so it may 
read, ‘And dost thou believe in the Holy Ghost, the one universal 
Church of Christ, the communion of Saints,” etc. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


William Haw presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Whereas, In many parts of our widely extended work the District 
Conference is practically a failure; and, 

Whereas, it is desirable to so arrange our work as to make the 
number of Presiding Elders necessary for the effectual supervision as 
few as possible ; therefore, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of so changing the Discipline as to strike out the 
whole of section 3, part 2, and in its place insert the following, and 
of so arranging all other parts of the Discipline as to correspond 
with the section here proposed : 


““SUB-DISTRICT CONFERENCES. 


“yt. The better to provide for the general supervision of our work, 
each Presiding Elder’s District shall be divided into sub-districts, each 
sub-district to embrace several adjacent charges. 

“2, The Sub-district Conferences shall be composed of all the 
traveling and local preachers and exhorters within the several charges 
composing the sub-district, with one class leader, one steward, 
one trustee, and one Sunday-school superintendent from each charge, 
said class leader, steward, trustee, and Sunday-school superintendent 
to be chosen by the Quarterly Conference. 

“3, The Presiding Elder shall preside in the Sub-district Con- 
ference. In his absence the Conference shall choose its own presi- 
dent by ballot from among the traveling Elders present. 

“4, The minutes of the Sub-district Conference shall be kept by 
a secretary chosen by the Conference, the minutes to be carefully re- 
corded in a book provided for the purpose, and kept by the secretary 
for future use or reference. 

‘5. The Sub-district Conference shall meet twice each year at 
such time and place as the Presiding Elder shall designate for the 
first meeting, but the Sub-district Conference shall at each meeting 
determine the place for its next meeting, the time to be fixed by the 
Presiding Elder, and each meeting shall be so held as to embrace 
one Sabbath. : 

“6. The regular business of the Sub-District Conference shall be: 

“(1.) To hear and try the appeals of members. 

“(2.) To hear complaints against local preachers; to try, suspend, 
deprive of ministerial office ana credentials, expel or acquit, any local 
preacher against whom charges are preferred. 
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“*(3.) To license proper persons to preach, and to renew their license 
annually, when, in the judgment of said Conference, their gifts, grace, 
and usefulness will justify such renewal; to recommend to the An- 
nual Conference local ministers who are suitable candidates for Dea- 
cons’ or Elders’ orders, and for admission on trial in the traveling 
connection ; provided, that no person shall be so licensed to preach 
without a recommendation from the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting 
of the Circuit or Station of which he is a member; nor shall any one 
be licensed to preach, or be recommended to the Annual Conference 
for ordination or admission on trial, without first passing a satisfac- 
tory examination before the Sub-district Conference upon the sub- 
jects of doctrine and discipline. 

“*(4.) To inquire whether all the collections for the benevolent in- 
stitutions of the Church, as recognized by the Discipline, are prop- 
erly attended to in all the charges, and to adopt suitable measures 
for promoting their success. 

““(5.) To inquire into the condition of the Sunday-schools in the 
sub-district, and to adopt suitable measures for insuring their success. 

“(6.) To inquire respecting opportunities for missionary and 
Church extension enterprises in the district, and to take measures 
for the occupation of any neglected portions of its territories by mis- 
sion Sunday-schools and appointments for public worship. 

““(7.) To elect at the last meeting for the year one who shall be Dis- 
trict Steward, and who, with others so elected, shall meet at such time 
and place as the Presiding Elder may appoint, and there make their 
* estimate for the support of the Presiding Elder, as provided for in 
paragraph 478. 

“*(8.) To provide for appropriate religious and literary exercises 
during its sessions for the spiritual and mental benetit of those attend- 
ing upon them.” 


WILMINGTON. 


L. C. Matlack presented the report of the Fraternal 
Delegates to the General Conference of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, which was read and 
accepted, as follows: 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church. 

FATHERS AND BRETHREN: At the session of your body which was 
held at Brooklyn, in 1872, a fraternal delegation was appointed to 
visit the General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church. 

The name of the writer was associated with that of the late Rev. 
James Lynch to bear the Christian greetings of our Church to that 
body. Personal illness prevented my attendance ; but my associate 
went immediately after the adjournment of our last General Confer- 
ence in June, 1872. . 

He was received by the body to whom he was accredited very 
courteously, and addressed it with that peculiar ability and eloquence 
which always distinguished him. A very few months afterward a 
brief illness ended unexpectedly in death, and I have no report of 
his intercourse with our brethren of that branch of the Methodist 
family. 

It is a cause of sincere regret personally that the non-attendance 
of one, and the subsequent sudden death of the other, of our Fraternal 
Delegation prevents a more satisfactory report. But the relations 
existing between the two Churches are such that it is due to both 
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that this brief statement be put upon record. It is, therefore, sub- 
mitted for the information of this General Conference, with the re- 
quest that it be read and ordered to be printed in the “ Daily Advo- 
cate.” 

Very respectfully, Lucius C. MATLACK. 


BALTIMORE, JZay 10, 1876. 


WISCONSIN. 


W. P. Stowe offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: ~ 


Resolved, That ‘the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church withdrawing from the American Bible Society, and organiz- 
ing a distinct Society in said Church, 


Henry Colman offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to re- 
view the action of the Wisconsin Conference in the case of Thomas 
C. Wilson, in 1875, to hear parties, and report thereon. 


He also offered the two following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: ; 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline 
as to require no subscription to a creed, except the baptismal cove- 
nant, of those uniting with our Church, and thus take us back to 
Wesley’s practice. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of so amending the Disci- 
pline that the Pastor, with the unanimous consent of the Leaders 
and Stewards’ Meeting, may receive any person into full membership 
in the Church without a probation, or after a less probation than 
six months. 


And also the following, which was referred to the 
same Committee : 


Whereas, Uniformity of interpretation of law is desirable ; and, 

Whereas, The expense of a Judicial Conference for trying an ap- 
peal from a conviction of maladministration is too great ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline 
that a member of an Annual Conference may appeal from a convic- 
tion of maladministration to the General Conference or a Committee 
thereof. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to in- 
quire into the expediency of removing all limitation of time from the 
pastorate. 
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Henry Colman also offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Lay Represen- 
tation: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Lay Representation be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of so changing. the Discipline that 
celasetes to the Lay Electoral Conferences shall be elected by the 

urches. 


Bishop Janes stated that the Fraternal Delegates ap- 
pointed by the General Conference of ‘‘ The Methodist 
Church ” could not be present, but that a substitute, 
Rev. Alexander Clark, D.D., had been appointed and 
was now present, and requested that he be heard by the 
Conference, as he was compelled to leave for Europe to- 
morrow. 

His credentials were then read, as was also the address 
of the General Conference of The Methodist Church to 
this body, and Dr. Clark then addressed the Confer- 
ence. [See Appendix, 31, 82,] 

Bisnop Janes then introduced, informally, Rev. James 
A. Duncan, D.D., and Landon C. Garland, LL.D., Fra- 
ternal Delegates from the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South ; and also Rev. Silas B. Luther, D.D., and Hon. 
Charles W. Button, Fraternal Delegates from the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church. 

Cyrus D. Foss moved a reconsideration of the resolu- 
tion fixing the time for the reception of Fraternal Dele- 
gates, and requesting a change therein. 

After considerable interchange of views, it was deter- 
mined to receive the Fraternal Delegates during morn- 
ing sessions. 

John P. Newman was granted permission to introduce 
the following preamble and resolution, which, on mo- 
tion, were adopted ; 


Whereas, The Executive Committee of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society is now in session in the city of Washington ; and, 

Whereas, The Society so represented is a recognized agency in 
the evangelization of the heathen; and, 

Whereas, Said society has met with encouraging success ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That we send to the Committee there assembled our 
cordial greetings, with assurances of our deep sympathy in their labor 
of love and faith, and of our earnest prayers for their continued 
prosperity. . f 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to transmit by mail a 
copy of this paper. 
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May10. Thompson Mitchell moved that Thomas M. Reese, 
Nintx Day. 4 reserve delegate, be permitted to take the seat 
of B. B. Hamlin, now absent. The motion did not 


prevail. 


Sc Re- Cyrus D. Foss, Chairman of the Committee on the 
Fraternal = Reception of Fraternal Delegates, moved that the hour 


the dt. for the reception of the Fraternal Delegates from the 
South,’ - Methodist Episcopal Church, South, informally agreed 


to by unanimous consent after adjournment yesterday, 
be now confirmed; namely, at 11 o’clock on Friday 
next, which motion was agreed to. 
The regular order of business was resumed, and the 
call of the Committees made for reports. 
iad als William Rice, Chairman, presented the following re- 


Committee 


‘on Alleged port of the Committee on the Alleged Omission in the 
mission 


in goummal published Journal of the General Conference of 1872, 
which was read and adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee, to whom was referred the matter of the alleged 
omission in the publication of the Journal of the General Conference 
for the session of 1872, submit the following report : 

We deem it proper to state that it has been the custom of the Sec- 
retaries of late years, in publishing the Journals of the General Con- 
ference, to publish along with them, and in the same volume, an 
Appendix. These documents are separate, and distinct in their char- 
acter. The Journals are the approved proceedings of the General 
Conference, while the Appendix is a depository of addresses, and of 
more or less of the important documents coming before the Confer- 
ence, and referred to the various committees during the session. 

The Journal contains the certified proceedings of the General 
Conference. The Appendix is a compilation by the Secretaries for 
the convenience of those who read the proceedings of this body. 

Your Committee has failed to find any omission in the published 
Journal of the General Conference for the session of 1872. 

Upon examination of the Appendix to the Journal for that year, 
however, your committee find that in publishing the supplementary 
report of John A. Gunn, pertaining to the troubles in the Book Con- 
cern, the tabular Exhibits and Appendix accompanying his report 
have been omitted. 

This omission appears, conclusively to your Committee, to have oc- 
curred in the following. manner: 

The report of Mr. Gunn was laid before the Conference during 
the call on the 20th of May, and, under the rule, went to its appro- 
priate committee, and from that moment ceased to be under the 
control of the Secretaries ; nor was there any rule of the Conference 
by which the Secretaries could reclaim this report. 

The document was published in the “ Daily Advocate,” May 22, 
1872, but with the Exhibits and Appendix omitted. The Secreta- 
ries, in compiling the matter for the Appendix, not having the original 
in their possession, inserted the report of Mr. Gunn as it appeared 
in the “ Advocate,” under the belief that it was complete. 

The Committee is unanimously of the opinion that the Secretaries 
are wholly without blame in the matter. 


1876.] Journal of the General Conference. 


Dennis N. Cooley presented the report of the Special 
Committee on the paper presented by James H. Wilbur 
on Indian. Affairs, which was read and adopted as fol- 
lows: 


Your Special Committee, to whom was referred the preamble and 
resolutions presented in Conference May 4, 1876, in relation to the 
proposed transfer by Congress of the Indian Bureau of the Interior 
Department to the War Department, have had the same under con- 
sideration, and beg leave to report, that it is the unanimous opinion of 
your committee that this General Conference, representing the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church in common, as we believe, with Christians of 
all names and creeds, as well as of all good citizens not members of 
Christian Churches, thankful to God for the growing public senti- 
ment in favor of the education and Christianization of the Indian 
tribes remaining on our borders, should hereby express its grateful 
acknowledgments to the authorities of the General Government for 
the increased interest which has been taken for the past few years in 
the elevation: and civilization of the small remnant of the original 
tribes of Indians by means of schools, instruction in the cultivation 
of the soil, building of houses and establishing homes, and espe- 
cially in the adoption of what is known as the “ peace policy,” which 
has been so successfully carried into operation by the aid of the sev- 
eral religious organizations of the country—giving these ‘‘ wards” of 
the Government religious teaching and culture, which has resulted in 
all cases, where honestly tried, in lessening the feuds and wars among 
the tribes, and depredations upon the rights of American citizens 
who have so rapidly been encircling them, and diminishing their 


‘means of subsistence in their “nomadic” mode of life. 


as 


We hereby express the hope, and our earnest desire, that the ‘“ peace 
policy” so auspiciously inaugurated, and which has given so much of 
improvement in the relations of these tribes, both toward each other 
and toward the General Government, will not be abandoned by the 
Executive, and that no legislation will be enacted by Congress that 
will in any way deprive the Indians of the increasing opportunities 
now offered for missionary labors in their behalf and in their midst, 
and that no action will be taken by either branch of the General 
Government that can rightfully be looked upon by them as a “‘ men- 
ace” or “threat” of “extermination,” or that will relegate them to 
the tender mercies of Mars, the god of war; but that, as a Christian 
nation, all proper measures may be taken, and zealously prosecuted, 
to point these sons of the forest and the plains to the Christian’s 
God and Saviour, to whom belongs the honor and glory of first es- 
tablishing the “‘ peace policy” among men. And when this Saviour 
is made known to, and accepted by, these untutored children of na- 
ture, the quéstion of their government will have been solved, and 
the occupation of the cormorants who fatten upon army contracts 
growing out of Indian wars, which are induced in many cases by 
the outrages of these same contractors, will be gone. Your Com- 
mittee recommend that no further action be taken upon the subject- 
matter submitted for their consideration. 


On motion, the Conference adjourned. 

The announcements were made, the doxology was 
sung, and the benediction was pronounced by James H. 
Wilbur. 
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THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 11. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Haven 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by E. Q. Fuller. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Bishop Harris announced the following Special Com- 
mittees: 

ON JOHN-STREET CHURCH. 


Moses L. Scudder, John B. Cornell, 
M. D’C, Crawford, Albert S. Hunt, 
John Kendrick. 


TO NOMINATE TRUSTEES TO FILL VACANCIES IN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF M. E. CHURCH. 


George B. Jocelyn, A. W. Metcalf, 
N. H. Phillips, Lewis Miller, 
J. C. Harrison. 


William J. Paxson was granted temporary leave of 
absence. 

The reports of Special Committees were called for, 
and the Committee to whom was referred the Address 
of the Bishops on Centennial Observance presented 
their report, which was read to the Conference. 

William X. Ninde moved to amend by striking out 
the “first Sabbath in July,” and inserting the “last Sab- 
bath in June.” Pending the discussion, on motion, the 
report was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 
in the “ Daily Advocate.” 

J. M. Reid, from the Committee on Memorial Serv- 
ices, reported that it had fixed upon Tuesday morning 
next, at 11:30 o’clock, as the time for holding such serv- 
ices; and, on motion, the report was adopted. 

The call of the Conferences for memorials, petitions, 
etc., was taken up. 


BALTIMORE. 


John P. Newman presented a memorial from trustees 
of Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal Church, and it 
was referred to a Special Committee of three. 


\ 
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John Lanahan presented memorial of John H. C, 
Dosh concerning change of Discipline in regard to 
Committee of Trial of Accused Members, which was 
referred to Committee on Revisals. 

L. F. Morgan presented resolution of Lay Electoral 
Conference on the subject of elective Presiding Elder- 
ship, which was referred to Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented memorial from the Church in 
Alexandria, Va., praying that that charge may be re- 
stored to the Baltimore Conference, which was referred 
to the Committee on Boundaries. 

G. W. Cooper presented the action of Baltimore Con- 
ference in regard to boundaries, which was referred to 
Committee on Boundaries. , 

He also presented memorial in regard to Conference 
boundaries, signed by A. M. Courtney and others, which 
was referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented resolution of Romney Quarterly 
Conference in regard to Conference boundaries, which 
was referred to Committee on Boundaries. 

Also resolution of Piedmont Quarterly Conference in 
reference to Conference boundaries, which was referred 
to Committee on Boundaries. 


T. R. Carskadon presented action of Baltimore Lay 


Electoral Conference in regard to boundaries of said 
Conference, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

CALIFORNIA. 


W. S. Turner presented memorial from Round Val- 
ley (Indian) Methodist Episcopal Church asking legis- 
lation putting them and their people on the list of mis- 
sions, which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 


* 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


E. W. Spencer presented petition of Rock Island 
District Conference asking for a Scandinavian Annual 
Conference, to be formed of Scandinavians in Central 

- Illinois Conference, which was referred to Committee 
on Boundaries. ; 

He also presented petition of Rock Island District 
Conference asking that paragraph 121 in chapter on 
District Conferences be made to contain the authority 
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for District Conferences to renew license of Local 
Preachers, which was referred to Committee on Re- 
visals. 

Victor Witting presented memorial, signed by himself 
and seven others, regarding Publishing House in Got- 
tenberg, Sweden, and it was referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 

L. C. Queal presented the memorial of Andrew Peck 
and John Alabaster in regard to form of Lord’s Prayer 
as found in the book of Discipline, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the action of Central New York 
Conference respecting judicial action of Annual Con- 
ferences, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Itinerancy. 

James Erwin presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Revision 
of the Hymn Book: 


Resolved, That the Special Committee on the Revision of our 
Hymn Book be requested to inquire into the propriety of an abridg- 
ment of our standard Hymn Book, selecting about six or seven hun- 


«red of the best hymns adapted to public services, prayer meetings, 


and Sabbath-schools. 


E. O. Haven presented report of Board of Education 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which was referred 
to the Committee on Education. [See Appendix, §1,] 


CENTRAL OHIO. 


W. G. Waters presented the petition of himself and 
three others asking for change in provision for ministe- 
rial support, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Itinerancy. 

“W. W. Winter presented the resolution of the Findley 
District Conference on the abolition of District Confer- 
ences, which was referred to the Committee on the Itin- 
erancy. 

CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


T. Mitchell presented a memorial from Fifth-street 
Church, Harrisburgh, Pa., against change of Conference 
relations, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 
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He also presented a memorial from Ridge Avenue 
Church, Harrisburgh, Pa., against change of Conference 
relations, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

CHICAGO GERMAN. 


C. A. Loeber presented the action of the Chicago Ger- 
man Conference on extension of term of ministerial serv- 
ice, which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden presented papers in reference to the 
Peace Society, which was referred to the Committee on 
the State of Church. 

J. F. Marlay presented the action of Cincinnati Con- 
ference on subject of Presiding Eldership, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

W. R. Warnock presented extracts from the Journal of 
the Cincinnati Lay Electoral Conference on the election 
of Presiding Elders, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. ; 

DELAWARE. 


H. Jolley presented action of Delaware Conference 
against changes in Episcopacy and Presiding Eldership, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented a petition from same Conference re- 
lating to Conference relations of certain Churches within 
its bounds, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

He also presented a petition from same Conference for 
the election of a colored Bishop, which was referred to 
the Committee on Episcopacy. 

DES MOINES. 
H. H. O’Neal presented memorial of M. D. Collins 


and twenty-six. others relating to action of Judicial 
Conference in the case of Peter St. Clair, which was 


referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 
ERIE. 


H. H. Moore presented the action of the Erie Confer- 
ence on the subject of the Presiding Eldership, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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He also presented resolution of same Conference on 
subject of boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 

G. W. Chesbro presented memorial of James Shields 
and thirty-nine others on the subject of secret oath- 
bound organizations, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on State of the Church, 

He also presented petition of Byron T. Clark and 
twenty-three others on the same subject, which was 
referred to the same Committee. 


GEORGIA. 


E. Q. Fuller presented an extract from the Journal of 
Georgia Conference on the subject of boundaries, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the Church, 

He also presented two memorials from a convention 
of white ministers and laymen within the bounds of 
Georgia Conference on the subject of the division of 
said Conferenge, which was referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church. 

C. O. Fisher presented petition of himself and sixteen 
other members of the General Conference asking for 
the election of a Bishop of African descent, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

He also presented the action of the Georgia Confer- 
ence on the subject of the Presiding Eldership, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND. 


C. H. Doering presented the petition of the Germany 
and Switzerland Annual Conference for permission to 
collect funds in the United States for the liquidation 
of Church debts, which was referred to the Committee 
on Missions. 

HOLSTON. 


John J. Manker presented the action of the Holston 
Conference relative to separate Conferences .which was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
concerning Presiding Elders, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 
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He also presented the action of the same Conference 
relating to Bishops presiding in District Conferences, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice presented the action of the Illinois 
Conference relative to the debt of Mrs. J. W. Jackson 
to the Book Concern, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

J. A. Chesnut presented the action of the same Con- 
ference concerning boundaries, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


IOWA. 


Geo. N. Power presented a memorial, signed by 
twenty persons, asking certain changes in the pastoral 
term, the Presiding Eldership, the establishment of 
District Conferences, and Lay Representation, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a memorial from nine persons re- 
lating to the consolidation of charges, which was _re- 
ferred to the same Committee; also, one signed by 
E. H. Waring concerning Conference Journals, which 
was referred to the same Committee. 


LEXINGTON. 


W. L. Muir presented a memorial concerning the 
division of the Conference, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 


LOUISIANA. 


J. C. Hartzell presented a memorial, signed by over 
four hundred persons, against the Color line, which was 
read and referred to the Committtee on the State of the 


Church. 
MAINE. 

Parker Jaques presented the action of the Maine Con- 
ference relative to the Bible Society ; ; also in reference 
to the Bible in schools. They were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Bible Society. 

He also presented the action of the Conference rela- 
tive to the support of the Bishops, which was referred 


189 


May 11. 
Trentu Day. 


Bishops in 
District 
Confer’ces. 


Inurnois. 


. 


Debt of Mrs. 
J. W. Jack- 
son. 


On Bouna- 
aries. 


Towa, 


Pastoral 
term. 


On Presiding 
Eldership. 


On Lay Rep- 
resentation. 


Consolida- 
tion of 
charges. 


LrxryeTon. 


Division of 
Conference. 


Louisiana. ~ 


Against 
Color Line, 


MAINE. 


Bible in 
Schools. 


Support of 
Bishops. 


190 


May 11. 
Tentu Day. 
Tobacco. 


Episcopacy 
and Presid- 
ing Elder- 
ship. 


Missionary 
debt. 


Presiding 
Elders re- 
ceiving 
Missionary 
money. 

Misuse of 
Missionary 
money. 


MICHIGAN. 


Divorce and 
Dancing, 


MINNESOTA, 


Boundaries. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


Enlargement 
of field of 
Board of 
Education. 


Missouri. 


Presiding 
Elders. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


to the Committee on Episcopacy; also the action of 
the same Conference relative to Tobacco, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Temperance. 

John J. Perry presented the action of the Maine 
Lay Electoral Conference relative to Episcopacy and 
the Presiding Eldership, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

S. F. Wetherbee presented the following, which were 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 

Whereas, Our Missionary treasury is heavily in debt, while new 
fields of Christian enterprise are constantly opening to us which we 
are unable to occupy; and, 

Whereas, It is the practice of some Presiding Elders in the regu- 
lar work to make up, in part, the deficiencies in their own receipts 
from the money drawn by them for Domestic Missions under their 
charge ; therefore, 

Resolved, That such use of missionary money is a gross perversion 
and misuse of the same, calculated to cast suspicion on the integrity 
of the Presiding Elder, and destroy confidence in our missionary 
operations. 

Resolved, That any Presiding Elder who shall thus appropriate 


missionary money to his own use shall be deemed guilty of dishon- 
esty, and shall be held to strict accountability. 


MICHIGAN. 


George B. Jocelyn presented the petition of M. I. 
Smith against the solemnization of the marriage of di- 
vorced persons; also one from D. Burns concerning 
dancing. They were both referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

MINNESOTA. 

G. W. T. Wright presented the memorial of sundry 
persons concerning boundaries, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


A. C. M’Donald presented a memorial, signed by 
J. Braden and thirteen other Delegates to the General 
Conference, asking for the enlargement of the field of 
the Board of Education, which was referred to the 
Committee on Education. 


MISSOURI. 


W. J. Martindale presented the resolutions of the 
Missouri Conference against electing Presiding Elders, 
which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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NEWARK. 

James N. FitzGerald presented the memorial of 
Dr. John M. Howe with regard to Church debts, which 
was referred to the Committee on Church Extension. 

J. F. Hurst presented the action of the Newark Con- 
ference against the election of Presiding Elders, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

James N. FitzGerald presented the action of the 
same Conference with regard to the Bible and Common 
Schools, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


William F. Warren presented the memorial of the 
New England Conference on the Presiding Eldership, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

T. P. Richardson presented the action of the New 
England Lay Electoral Conference on the same subject, 
which was referred to the same Committee. 

William R. Clark presented the petition of the Pre- 
siding Elders and ex-Presiding Elders of New England 
asking that the word “persons” be substituted for 
“men” in paragraph 307 of the Discipline, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented a paper containing law questions 
relating to Trustees, which was read, and, on motion, 
laid on the table. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

J. W. Adams presented memorial of New Hampshire 

Conference in relation to change of residence of mem- 


bers of the Church, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church. 


NEW YORK. 


M. D’C. Crawford presented the memorial of the 
Preachers’ Meeting in New York on extension of term 
of ministerial service in certain cases, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


D. A. Goodsell presented the memorials of Summer- 
field Church Quarterly Conference, Bridgeport, Conn., 
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and Harvard’ Avenue Church, New Haven, Conn., re- 
specting certificates of membership, which were referred 
to the Committee on Revisals. 

G. G. Reynolds presented the action of the New 
York East Lay Electoral Conference on the election of 
Presiding Elders, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the same body in 
favor of the life tenure of the episcopal office, which was 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 

Oliver Hoyt presented the‘ action of the New York 
East Lay Electoral Conference in favor of Lay Repre- 
sentation in Annual Conferences, which was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Representation. 

He also presented the action of the same body in re- 
lation to location of Church Edifices, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

D. Curry presented memorial of the National Local 
Preachers’ Association respecting District Conferences, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the memorial of the Chillicothe 
District Conference, Ohio, in favor of uniting the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society and the Missionary Society, which 
was referred to the Committee on Freedmen. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


William Whitney presented the action of the North- 
ern New. York Lay Electoral Conference on the Pre- 
siding Eldership, which was referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy. 

J. B. Edwards presented the action of the same body 
on Lay Representation in General and Annual Con- 
ferences, which was referred to the Cornmittee on Lay 
Representation. 

E. C. Bruce presented a memorial from Isaac D. 
Hunt on form for receiving probationers, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


A. C. Swayzee presented a memorial on circulation 
of Church periodicals, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 
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NORTH OHIO. 


George Mather presented the memorial of A. Q. 
Hagerman and twelve others concerning advertisements 
of quack medicines in our Church papers, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

W. H. Painter presented the action of the North 
Ohio Conference on the election of Presiding Elders, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


B. Mitchell presented the memorial of J. P. Coleman 
and twelve others on the subject of Conference bound- 
aries, which was referred to Committee on Boundaries. 


OREGON. 

N. Doane presented a memorial from the Oregon 
Conference relating to Book Depository at Portland, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

John F. Chaplain presented the memorial of J. B. 
M’Cullough and others concerning Book Depositories 
and discounts on books, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

Thomas W. Price presented the action of the Lay 
Electoral Conference of Philadelphia relating to the 
Episcopacy, which was referred to the Committee on 
Episcopacy. Also, the action of the same body relative 
to Presiding Elders’ Districts; and the action of the same 
touching the Presiding Eldership, both of which were 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. Also, the 
resolutions of the same body concerning Lay Repre- 
sentation, and they were referred to the Committee on 
Lay Representation. 

A. O. Hiester, of the same Conference, presented 
several papers relative to boundaries, signed by sun- 
dry persons, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

PITTSBURGH. 


Joseph Horner presented the petition of Rev. John 
Williams asking the General Conference to make pro- 
13 
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vision for a Class Leader’s quarterly report, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented Resolutions of the Pittsburgh Lay 
Electoral Conference relating to the Presiding Eldership, 
which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the Pittsburgh Con- 
ference relative to division and boundaries, which was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PROVIDENCE. 


Dudley P. Leavitt presented the action of Providence 
Conference relating to division of the Missionary work 
into home and foreign departments, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 

He also presented the action of the same body relat- 
ing to a change of the name of the New England Con- 
ference, which was referred to the Committee on Bound- 
aries. 

He also presented the memorial of the same Confer- 
ence relating to change of ratio of representation in the 
General Conference, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the action of the same Conference 
relating to paragraph 307 of the Discipline, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


ROCK RIVER. 


S. A. W. Jewett presented the action of the Rock 
River Conference on the subject of insuring Church 
property by the Church Extension Society, which was 
referred to the Committee on Church Extension. 

He also presented a memorial of same Conference 
upon number of Presiding Elders’ Districts, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


SOUTH KANSAS. 


. D. P. Mitchell presented a petition, signed by himself 
and others, asking for the consolidation of the “‘ Central 
Christian Advocate” with the ‘“‘ North-Western,” which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 
E. W. Cunningham presented resolutions of South 
Kansas Lay Electoral Conference against the election 
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of Presiding Elders, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 

W. B. Smith presented the resolution of South Kansas 
Lay Electoral Conference concerning Western Church 
papers. 

E. W. Cunningham presented the resolution of South 
Kansas Lay Electoral Conference concerning Lay Rep- 
resentation, which was referred to the Committee on 
Lay Representation. 

TEXAS. 

G. Todd, Jun., presented the action of Texas Confer- 
ence on Color line, which was referred to the Committee 
on the State of the Church. 


TROY. 
J. M. Webster presented action of Shelbourne Quar- 
terly Conference on subject of boundaries, which was 
referred to Committee on Boundaries. 


VIRGINIA. 

A. J. Porter presented the action of Virginia Confer- 
ence, and also of Virginia Lay Electoral Conference, 
concerning boundaries, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


WASHINGTON. 


W. W. Forman presented resolutions of Washington 
Conference asking for a colored Bishop, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


WEST TEXAS. : 

William Brush presented petition of D. Gregory and 
seventeen others against separating Conferences on 
Color line, which was referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church. 

WILMINGTON. 

Thomas Mallalieu, a lay delegate of the Wilmington 
Conference, was granted leave of absence until Wednes- 
day morning next. 

WEST WISCONSIN. 

Henry Colman presented the action of the West Wis- 
consin Conference in the case of T. C. Wilson, which 
was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
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WYOMING. 


J. G. Eckman presented an extract fromthe Wyoming 
Conference Journal in favor of making Presiding Elders, 
constitutionally, an Advisory Council of the Bishop, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

The call of the Conferences being completed, L. R. 
Dunn moved that on and after Saturday next the call 
for memorials and petitions cease. The motion was 
amended by substituting Tuesday for Saturday, and 
then prevailed. 

The call of the roll for resolutions and miscellaneous 
business was taken up. 


ARKANSAS. 


William Keener offered the tollowing preamble ‘and 
resolutions, which were read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education, namely : 


Whereas, The Freedmen’s Aid Society was organized for a specific 
purpose, to wit: to educate the colored youth of the South, and as 
the purpose for which said society was organized has not been con- 
summated, and demands every dollar that the Society can command 
for carrying on the laudable purpose for which said Society was 
organized ; and, : 

Whereas, There are a great many white youths in portions of the 
South who are growing up comparatively ignorant who are looking 
to the great Methodist Episcopal Church for help and light, and that 
the Church is bound by her polity to exercise a watch-care over 
them ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 


‘copal Church organize a Bureau of Education for the specific 


purpose of aiding and assisting at least one institution of learning in 
each of the Conferences in the South and South-west, that the white 
children may be educated under the watch-care of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Resolved, That'said schools shall'be denominational schools, under 
the management’and control of the Annual Conference in which 
said school is located and the Bureau of Education of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 


CALIFORNIA. 


H. C. Benson offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, TVhat paragraph 449 of the Discipline be amended 
by inserting after ‘‘Committee,” in the eighth line, the following : 
“In relation to the publishing interests under their care.” The par- 
agraph will then read: ‘‘ There shall bea Publishing Committee at 
San Francisco, to consist of three ministers and two laymen, ap- 
pointed by the General Conference, whose powers, with respect to 
the Depository and the paper at San Francisco, shall’be’ the same ‘as 
those of the General ‘Book Committee ‘in. relation: to publishing 
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interests under their care. Said’ Committee may: nominate.an- agent 


for the Depository, subject to. the approval of the Book Agents at 
New York.” 


W.S. Turner offered the following preamble and, reso- 
-ution, which were.referred to, the. Committee on. Mis- 
sions: 


Whereas, No provision is made for:the religious. instruction of the 
Indians of our country by the Missionary Society,of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church ; and, 

Whereas, The Indian policy of the Government is. likely to be 
abolished ; therefore be it 

Resolved; That this: General Conference take some specific steps 
to:.give them-the Gospel. 


He also offered the-following- preamble and’ resolution, 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, In some parts of our work it is difficult to get men to 
fill. the post of. stewards.in our Church; and, 

Whereas, Many women, by their piety, ability, and influence. would 
make excellent stewards ; therefore be: it 

Resolved, That-in parti, chapter iii, paragraph; 307, page 121 of Dis- 
cipline, the words “and women” be inserted after the word. ‘‘ men,” 
The whole paragraph thus amended will read: “ Let the Stewards be 


men and women of solid piety, who, beth know and love: the. Meth-. 


odist doctrine. and’ Discipline, and of good natural and acquired 
abilities to transact the temporal business.” 

He also offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee on the 
Itinerancy : 

Whereas, In the- cities, the large towns, and densely settled’ parts 
of the country, the Quarterly Conference has lost its prestige; there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That the circuits and stations, with the concurrence of 
the Preacher in charge and the Presiding Elder, be allowed.to hold 
semi-annual meetings instead; of quarterly. meetings.. 

He also offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were referred to. the Committee on the Epis- 
copacy:: 

Whereas, There is a clear conflict between the Jew and practice 
of our Church in regard to the use of the proceeds of: the Book Con- 
cern ;, therefore, 

Resolved, That the practice of using the funds of the Book Con- 
cern otherwise than for the benefit of the traveling, supernumerary, 
superannuated, and worn-out preachers, their, wives, widows, and 
children, be discontinued at, the earliest possible time. 

On motion of John P. Newman, the order of business 
was suspended for the reception of Fraternal Dele- 
gates. 

Bishop Janes, at the request of Bishop Haven, took 
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the chuir, and introduced Rev. Albert Carman, D.D., 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, 
and his co-delegate, Rev. Edward Lounsbury. 

Their credentials, and also the address of the body 
they represent, were read by the Secretary, after which 
they addressed the Conference. [See Appendix, 19-21.] 

At the conclusion of their addresses J. C. Hartzell 
offered the following resolution, which was read and 
adopted, namely : 

Resolved, That we have listened with pleasure to the addresses of 
the distinguished representatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Canada, and that we instruct our Committee on Correspondence 


to frame suitable resolutions expressive of our appreciation of their 
visit and utterances among us. 


Bishop Janes then introduced Rey. Silas B. Souther- 
land, D.D., and his co-delegate, Hon. Charles W. But- 
ton, of the Methodist Protestant Church. 

Their credentials were read by the Secretary, after 
which Dr. Southerland and Hon. Mr. Button addressed 
the Conference. [See Appendix, 34, 35,] 

At the conclusion of these addresses D. A. Whedon 


' offered the following resolution, which was read and 


Report of 
Women’s 
Foreign 
Missionary 
Society. 


Excursions 
to Wash- 
ington. 


Adjourn- 
ment. 


adopted ° 


Resolved, That this General Conference has listened with great 
pleasure to the addresses of the Rev. Dr. Southerland and the Hon. 
Charles W. Button, of the Methodist Protestant Church, and would 
express to them our full and hearty appreciation of the sentiments 
which they have uttered before this body 


R. L. Dashiell presented the report of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, which was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Missions. 

Sandford Hunt moved that a Committee of three be 
appointed to inquire at what time, and on what terms, 
excursions can be made to Washington. 

A motion to extend the time of the session was lost, 
and, pending the discussion. the Conference adjourned 
by limitation of time. 

The notices were given, the doxology sung, and the 
benediction pronounced by Rey. Joseph Holdich, D.D. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 12, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Peck 
in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Lucius D. 
Davis. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

K. P. Jervis was granted temporary leave of absence. 

The unfinished business of yesterday—a resolution 
relative to an excursion to Washington City—was taken 
up, and then withdrawn by Sandford Hunt. 

The regular order of business, suspended yesterday— 
namely, the call of the roll for resolutions and miscel- 
laneous business—was resumed. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


J. G. Evans presented so much of Journal of Central 
Illinois Conference of 1873 as refers to episcopal de- 
cisions given in the case of W. D. H. Young, and ap- 
peals therefrom taken by H. Ritchie and J. G. Evans, 
and asked that they be referred to the Committee on 
the Episcopacy, which was done. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


D. Decker offered the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That the frequent practice of the Bishops in confirming 
the arrangements made ‘between committees of the officiary of the 
Churches and desired pastors, which is constructively and practically 
a license to the Quarterly Conference or the Leaders and Stewards’ 
Meetings to select their pastors, should be authorized by the General 
Conference, or by the administration of the Church discouraged and 


discontinued. 


A. C. George presented a paper in regard to a Meth- 
odist Ecumenical Council, which was referred to the 
Committee on the State of the Church. 

He also offered the following resolutions, which were 


read and adopted: 


Resolved, 1. That the Secretary of this Conference be instructed to 
have the Journal of this General Conference printed, substantially 
bound, and duly certified by him to be correct ; and that a copy so 
certified shall be the officta/ Journal of this General Conference. 
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Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents at New York are hereby in- 
structed to forward; by mail or otherwise, a copy of the Journal of 
this General Conference to each of the‘ Delegates of the Conference, 
to each of the Bishops, and to the Secretary. 


He also offered the following resolutions, which were 
read and adopted: 


Resolved,1. That the Agents of the Book Concern at New York 
and Cincinnati be a Committee to estimate, as nearly as may be, the 
sum necessary to defray the expenses of the next General Confer- 
ence, and the expenses of Delegates appointed by this General Con- 
ference to Corresponding Bodies, and report the same to the Board 
of Bishops by the time of their meeting in the fall of 1878. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be authorized to apportion the’ said 
amount among the several Conferences according to their best judg- 
ment of their ability to meet the same, and notify the said Confer- 
ences, at their sessions in 1879, of the sum apportioned to-them. 

Resolved, 3. That it shall be the duty of the said Conferences to 
make arrangements for raising the amount so apportioned, and any 
Conference failing to do so shall forfeit all claim for the expenses of 
its delegation. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 
D. S. Monroe offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of the Annual Conferences who are 
members of this body be a special Committee to prepare rules de- 
fining the duties of Conference Secretaries, and also an order of 
business for Annual Conferences. 


COLORADO. 
B. F. Crary offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Whereas, On page 158, paragraph 392 of the Discipline, the Presi- 
dent of an Annual Conference is required to ask each preacher in 
charge of a Circuit or Station, ‘“‘ What. amount has been raised on 
his charge for Missions?” and, 

Whereas, On page 170, paragraph 420, a Preacher in charge is 
required to report the ‘‘amount asked and the amount received 
for Church Extension ;” therefore, 

keesolzed, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to report 
such a change in paragraph 158 as will cause it to read, ‘‘ What 
amount was assessed, and what has been raised, on his charge for 
Missions and for Church Extension?” placing Missions and Church 
Extension on an equality in this respect. 


DELAWARE. 
William Perkins offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Freedmen’s Aid: 


Whereas, It is the opinion of many of the members of this body 
that an Assistant Secretary of African descent would greatly increase 
the facilities for raising funds for the Freedmen’s Aid Society ; 
therefore, 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen: be and are hereby: 
instructed to consider the expediency of increasing the number of 
Secretaries for the Freedmen’s Aid Society, by the election or ap- 
pointment of an Assistant Secretary. 


H. Jolley offered the following preamble and resolu- 


tion, which were referred to the Committee on Freed- 
men: 


Whereas, We believe that to change the title of the Freedmen’s 
Aid Society to.some other more in keeping with, the object: of said 
Society would be more conducive to success in that direction ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That: in the Book of Discipline, page 56, paragraph 105, 
23d line, it shall read, ‘‘ For the Freedmen’s Educational Society.” 
Also, page 96, paragraph 219, bottom line, and all other places in 
said book of Discipline where it is required to be inserted, it shall 
read,, “‘ Freedmen’s. Educational Society.” 


DES: MOINES 


E. M. H. Fleming offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church con- 
sider the: expediency of dissolving the Lexington, Washington, and 
Delaware Conferences, and of uniting their members with adjacent 
Conferences, so'that if it is wise to abolish. the Color line it may be 
done thoroughly. 

ILLINOIS. 


William S. Prentice offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of adding the following to paragraph 511, page. 
211, of the Discipline: ; 

“ Houses of worship, or dwelling-houses for the use of the preach- 
ers, may be removed from point to point on the same conditions on 
which. the same may: be sold.” 


J. A. Chesnut offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 


Church: 

Acknowledging with pride and satisfaction the able services of our 
numerous official Editors, and believing, as we do, that they have 
done their full share in bringing the Church to its present numbers 
and usefulness, and without intending any reflection upon the past, 
and having sole reference to the action of our Editors in the future, 
this General Conference does hereby solemnly declare it to be the 
duty of the Editors of our Church papers to maintain and! support 
the doctrines and polity of the Church as they find them, and not 
to seek in their official position, and with the influence which it gives 
them, to change either the one or the other ; but when such questions 
arise, and they open their columns (as we think they should) to all 
who offer temperate discussion on either side, they too may take part 
in the same. But if, in their well-considered judgment, they be- 
lieve changes or modifications ought to be made in the doctrine or 
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polity of the Church, they may advocate such change over their 
own or an assumed signature, but not editorially, nor in the edi- 
torial columns. 


INDIANA. 


Hayden Hays offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the ‘Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
into the expediency of striking out the whole of, section 3, concern- 
ing District Conferences. 


Reuben Andrus offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the following shall be added to paragraph 485 
of the Discipline, to wit: ‘‘Whatever amount may be agreed upon, 
each member shall be held under solemn obligation to pay, and 
can be released from this obligation only by direction of the Board 
of Stewards, or of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy : 


A class of ministers in the Methodist Episcopal Church are named 
supernumeraries. This class is composed of those who are unable, 
from any cause, to do the full work of a minister in charge, and are 
therefore put into positions where they can employ themselves only 
as they have ability to work. ; 

They are usually presumed to be supernumerary because of long 
and wearying service, or through failing health. 

A large number of men, however, being involved in debt, or de- 
siring to improve some promise of speculation, or in some way se- 
cure for themselves financial, civil, or social advantage, and yet 
wishing to retain their relations as members of their several Annual 
Conferences, have been allowed to do so by means of the super- 
numerary appointment. Such statements being considered true rep- 
resentations of the facts in the case, it is therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to 
inquire into the legitimacy of this class of appointments under the 
economy of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and report on the 
same ; also, to report in terms upon thie relations of such persons to 
the Church, fixing thereby a rule for administering the government 
of the Church. 


IOWA. 


George N. Power offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Listening to the yearly answers in our Annual Conferences to the 
ninth question, ‘Who are the Superannuated Preachers?” and not- 
ing the long array of names of the noble men who have given nearly 
all of life to the Church, receiving only enough to meet their neces- 
sary wants during their efficiency or active ministry—now retiring 
from the field with a noble record, because they haye been abun- 
dant in labor, but with no adequate provision for their support, thus 
compelling them to spend the eyening of life under a burden of care 
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as to what they and theirs shall eat, and wherewith they shall be 
clothed as well, driving them into seclusion ; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 482, page 197 of the Discipline, com- 
mencing with the last line but one of the paragraph, be so changed 
as to read: “ The Annual Conference shall, upon the representation 
of said Committee, ratify the samé, or fix upon this report the allow- 
ance of the aforesaid claimants; said allowance shall then be appor- 
tioned among the districts on the plan of the episcopal claim, and 
by the District Stewards be apportioned among the several charges, 
and paid proportionately with the claims of the Pastors, Presiding 
Elders, and Bishops.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the same Committee: 


Believing that our Annual Conferences are greatly embarrassed by 
the supernumerary relation, and that it is nearly or quite impossible 
to discriminate wisely in granting this relation, as well as that it is 
used by many to subserve personal interests without a due regard to 
the claims of the Church upon the ministry, and the sacredness of 
their high calling, and that the interest of the Church and honor of 
the ministry can both be better met by recognizing but two relations, 
effective and superannuated ; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 295, page 115 of the Discipline, be 
repealed. 


J. W. M’Donald offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church: 


Whereas, Our Bishops, in their general superintendency, become 
well acquainted with all our connectional work ; and, 

Whereas, This connectional work has been taken up by a large 
and increasing number of societies ; and, 

Whereas, Separate agencies (for these societies) are largely in- 
creasing the current expenses of the Church ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we recommend the transfer, as far as practicable, of 
the duties of the agencies of these societies to the Bishops, and re- 
quest them to present the work, importance, and needs of the con- 
nectional societies of the Methodist Episcopal Church to the several 
Annual Conferences. 


MAINE. 
S. F. Wetherbee offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Whereas, Our present method of reporting our membership to the 
Annual Conference, under paragraph 105, page 56, of the Discipline, 
is defective in not indicating the real strength of our several socie- 


ties ; therefore, 
Resolved, That said paragraph be so amended as to require resi- 
dent and non-resident members to be reported in separate columns. 


MICHIGAN. 
William Allman presented thé following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


To strike out paragraph 308, chapter iii, part ii, and substitute 
therefor : 
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“308. The Stewards shall be elected annually by ballot: by the 
Quarterly Conference, and shall hold their office for one year unless 
sooner removed by the Quarterly Conference, but may be re-elected 
in like manner from year to year.” 

Also amend paragraph 502; in section 2, chapter iii, part v, so that» 
as amended it shall read : 

“502, Where no such specific requirement is made, the Trustees 
shall be elected annually by ballot by the fourth Quarterly Confer- 
ence of the circuit or station. In case of failure to elect. at the 
proper time, or if a vacancyoccur, a:subsequent Quarterly Confer- 
ence may elect, and all the Trustees shall hold their office until their 
successors are elected. 


D. F. Barnes offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church: 


Whereas, There is an increasing demand in the Church for the 
labors of special evangelists, efforts being made-to secure the legal. 
appointment of the same in our work ; and, 

Whereas, We believe that this represents an unhealthy condition, 
with evil and unsettling tendencies, but without such design ; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That’ we regard the regularly appointed: pastor; as. the 
only needed evangelist in our economy. 


John W. Stone offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-schools be instructed. to 
inquire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline as to pro- 
vide for the nomination and election of the Sunday-school' Superin- 
tendent (who shall be a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church)’ 
by a Sunday-school Board, (which Board shall consist of the Pastor, 
the Sunday-school Committee, the teachers, Superintendent, and 
other officers of the school,) such election to be approved by the 
Quarterly Conference. 


George B. Jocelyn offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on, Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Ritual for the solemnization of matrimony be 
amended as follows: 

In paragraph, 596, change the directions in brackets, top of page 
272, so as to read thus: 

“If the parties desire it, the man shall here hand a ring to the 
woman, and the woman shall hand it to the minister, who shall re- 
turn it to the man, and direct him to place it onthe third finger of 
the woman’s left hand, and the man shall say to the woman, repeat- 
ing after the minister.] ” 


Also the following, which was referred: to. the same 
Committee : 


Resolved, That the Ritual for the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper be amended as follows: 

In paragraph 595, page 259, strike out the directions beginning, 
“Then shall this general confession,” etc., and insert, ‘‘ Then shall 
this general confession be made by the Pastor, both he and all those 
who are minded to receive the Holy Communion kneeling and say- 


ing. 
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Also, same paragraph, page 262, strike out “Here the Elder may 
take the plate of bread.into ‘his hand,” and insert, “ Here he may 
take the cup into his hand.” 

Also, same paragraph, page 264, strike out “If the consecrated 
bread or wine be all spent before all have communed, the Elder 
may consecrate more by repeating the Prayer of Consecration.” 

‘Also in the directions on page 261, ninth line from bottom, change 
“Then the Elder shall say the prayer of consecration as followeth,” 
‘to “ Then the Elder shall offer the following prayer.” 

Also in the “'N. B.” of page ‘267, last line, omit the words, of 
consecration.” 


Also the following, which was referred to the same 
Committee : 


Resolved, That.the Ritual for the “ Reception of Members,” par- 
agraph 594, be amended as follows: 
That wherever in the directions the word “ Minister” occurs it 
“shall be stricken out,:and'the word “ Pastor ”-inserted. 


Also the following, which was referred to the same 
Committee: 


fesolved, That in the ‘Ritual for Baptism, paragraph 592 be 
amended as follows: page 239, seventh line from bottom, strike out 
‘these words : ‘‘Sanctify this water for this holy sacrament.” 

Also in paragraph 593, page 249, first line on the page, strike: out 
“ By our office and ministry.” 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 
the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That paragraph 230 of the Discipline be stricken out, 
and the following inserted in lieu thereof : 
“230. A Bishop may not allow an Elder to preside in: the same dis- 
trict for any term exceeding four years, unless the ministers of his 
district shall, by a ballot vote of four fifths of their number, ask his 
continuance ; said vote to be taken without debate at the seat of the 
Annual Conference, in the presence of the senior Elder of the district ; 
vand then, as often as the ministers-of his district, year after year, 
shall make the request as above, the Bishop may continue him indef- 
initely as Presiding Elder; but Presiding Elders in missions and 
mission Conferences in heathen lands may be appointed to the same 
district for more than four successive years, at the option of the Bish- 
“op, without the ballot, as referred to above.” 


Also the following, which was referred to the same 
Committee: 


_ Resolved, That paragraph 219 be amended by adding these words 
-after the word “six,” in the third line of said paragraph, on page 98: 
“unless the Quarterly Conference at its last session in the year shall, 
without debate, and by a ballot vote of four fifths of the members 
present, request the return of the preacher ; then, in that case, the 
Bishop may continue a preacher in the same appointment year after 
year.as often asisaid request is made as above. 


D.S. Monroe, S. P. Ransom, T. P. Haughey, and James 
.Leaton were granted temporary leave of absence. — 
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MINNESOTA. 
J. D. Blake offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That one of our Bishops shall reside at or near each of 
the following cities, namely: New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Detroit, St. Louis, Atlanta, St. Paul, 
San Francisco, Omaha, and that they shall select their residences ac- 
cording to their seniority in official position. 


MISSISSIPPI. 
A. C. M’Donald offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church: 


Whereas, Strong efforts are being made to establish Conferences 
in the South, based on the detested principles of caste ; and, 

Whereas, We believe this contrary to the teachings and practice 
of the primitive Church, in conflict with the declaration of equal 
rights, and utterly opposed to the spirit and traditions of genuine 
Methodism, and to the wishes of most of our members in the Confer- 
ences to be affected ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we protest against the formation of Conferences on 
any line that implies the inferiority of one race to another. 


Bishop Merrill presented the following communica- 
tion from the Bishops concerning a paper of Rev. Alfred 
Brunson, D.D., referred to them by the General Con- 
ference of 1872, which communication, after being read 
by Bishop Foster, was received and laid on the table to 
be printed. 

Report of the Bishops on the paper of Rev. Alfred 
Brunson, D.D.: 


At the session of the General Conference held in Brooklyn, New 
York, in May, A. D. 1872, a paper was submitted by Rev. A. Brun- 
son, D.D., of the West Wisconsin Conference, containing a series of 
Articles of Religion, which he proposed should be considered with 
reference to their adoption, as an addition to the twenty-five Arti- 
cles in our Discipline. This paper was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals, and was subsequently reported back to the Conference with 
the request that it be referred to the Bishops, and it was so referred. 
It was evidently the intention of the General Conference that the 
Bishops should consider the paper and report at the meeting in 1876, 
We therefore present this paper. The author of the proposed Articles 
of Religion is a venerable minister of the Gospel, whose valuable 
services in the itinerancy, and whose piety and intelligence entitle 
him to a respectful hearing upon any question affecting the interests 
of Christ’s kingdom; and we accord to him the purest motives in 
presenting his proposition to the General Conference. 

We deem it just to say that we discern in his paper evidences of 
close thought and careful discrimination, while we detect but little to 
which, as the utterance of individual opinion, serious objections could 
be offered. Indeed, the Articles proposed are, in the main, script- 
ural in sentiment, and would be useful to many in aiding them to 
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reach safe conclusions respecting our distinctive doctrinal teachings ; 
but we are not persuaded that they are so happily worded as to jus- 
tify the Church in making them a part of her authorized creed, were 
there no constitutional hinderances. We do not suppose it possible for 
any one person to form a series of Articles which will so clearly express 
the doctrines intended, and yet avoid all ambiguities, and all objec- 
tionable shadings and implications, as to command the approval of a 
large denomination of Christians. The work of formulating theolog- 
ical truth into an authoritative declaration of faith is too delicate to be 
successfully achieved without the concurrence of many minds, after 
patient study and laborious research. 

We also find that the question of the right of the General Con- 
ference to act in the premises is involved. The first Restrictive 
Rule guards the Articles of Religion in the following words: “The 
General Conference shall not revoke, alter, or change our Articles 
of Religion, nor establish any new standards or rules of doctrine 
contrary to our present existing and established standard of doc- 
trines.” It is sometimes claimed that while this restriction protects 
the existing Articles from change, it does not prohibit the General 
Conference from adopting additional Articles, provided they are not 
contrary to the old ones. But this claim cannot be admitted, since 
it is perfectly obvious that a stated number of Articles of Religion, 
containing definitive substance of doctrine, is different in contents 
from the same Articles with others added containing substance of 
doctrine not found in the original Articles. But if we admit that the 
phrase, ‘‘ New standard or rules of doctrine not contrary,” etc., im- 
plies a power in the General Conference to establish additional Arti- 
cles of Religion within the expressed limitations, we should still en- 
counter the fact, that if such power is implied, it is found only by a 
questionable inference. And even if it could be fairly deduced from 
the language of the law, it is certain that those who ordained the 
delegated General Conference, and gave it all the power it possesses, 
did not intend to clothe it with authority to make’ additions to the 
Articles of Religion; and the intention of the law-makers, ina case like 
this, ought to govern in determining the meaning and application of 
the instrument. It is clear that the phrase ‘‘standard of doctrine” 
was not used to designate the Articles of Religion, but such works 
on doctrine as were recognized as correctly interpreting the doc- 
trines contained in the Articles and held by the Church. To us 
it is evident, that nothing so fundamental as an authoritative declara- 
tion of faith should be taken into the organic law of the Church by 
any questionable process, or by the exercise of any doubtful author- 


ity. If the General Conference should construe the Restrictive: 


Rule so as to claim the right to establish new Articles of Religion, and 
should exercise that power, it is evident that the new Articles so soon 
as adopted would come under the protection which has been thrown 
around the old ones, and the Conference would find itself in the 
anomalous position of having adopted Articles which it is unable to 
revoke or amend. For let it be.observed, that this first restriction, 
which stands guard over the doctrines, is excepted from the provis- 
ion for changing the other restrictions ; and this fact should be taken 
as proof that the framers of the Constitution did not intend that any 
alterations should be made in the Articles of Religion, and did in- 
tend that alterations should not be made. We are impressed that it 
is dangerous to exercise any powers which can be claimed only by 
questionable inference. It is not well to put the language of the 
Constitution under severe tension ; nor is it wise to act upon an inter- 
pretation that pushes the instrument to the verge of its possible 
meaning. ' : 
The path of safety is in the conscientious adherence to the organic 
law, construed in the interests of its own safeguards and in the 
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avoidance of extreme and doubtful interpretations. When we once 
begin to act upon inferences a very wide door is opened, which will 
not close at our bidding. It might be inferred, for instance, that, 
since by the concurrent vote of two thirds of the General Conference 
and three fourths of the members of the Annual Conferences, any of 
the restrictions except the first may be changed, that, therefore, the 


‘same concurrent vote will suffice to alter the proviso itself; and then, 


that if this proviso is itself within the power of this process, 
(and some suppose that it is,) this exception of the first restriction 
may be stricken out, and all the restrictions be placed upon the same 
ground with respect to suspension, alteration, or repeal. Thus we 
perceive that in this way the existing Articles of Religion could be 
reached and modified, notwithstanding the manifest purpose of the 
framers of the Constitution, that the established doctrines of the Church 
should be forever safe from alteration. 

It is not safe to employ a latitudinarian method in the interpreta- 
tions of law in regard to the limitations of power, but it is better in 
all cases that stricter constructions shall prevail, so that all the guar- 
antees of the soundness of our doctrines, so wisely adopted by our fa- 
thers, may be perpetuated unimpaired to bless the generations yet 
unborn. 

We do not, therefore, recommend the action sought in the paper 
referred to us. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


Joseph Cummings offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, It is difficult in some Conferences to secure the attend- 
ance at the Judicial Conferences of a sufficient number of Triers of 
Appeals ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of substituting nine for “thirteen” in paragraph 
355, page 141 of the Discipline. 


He also offered the following, which was referred to 


the same Committee: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to con- 
sider the propriety of so amending paragraph 511, on page 210 of the 
Discipline, that it may read as follows: 

“sri. The Quarterly Conference, with the concurrence of a majori- 
ty of all its members, and the consent of the Presiding Elder of the 
District and the Preacher in charge, may authorize the Trustees to 
sell Church property whenever a sale shall become necessary for the 
payment of debts or for a reinvestment. The Trustees, thus author- 
ized, may proceed to sell and convey such property: provided, That 
in all such cases the proceeds of the sale shall be applied, after the 
payment of debts, to the purchase or improvement of other property 
secured to the Church.” 


He also offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which were referred to the same Committee: 


Whereas, There is doubt whether our members who are tried 
under charges affecting their moral character, and condemned to 
suffer severe penalties, but are not excluded from the Church, have 
the right of appeal ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
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sider the propriety of substituting for “any excluded person,” in 
second line, paragraph 363, page 144 of the Discipline, “any mem- 
ber tried and condemned.” 


Andrew M’Keown offered the following, which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Church Exten- 
sion : 

keesolved, That a Committee of seven be raised to prepare and re- 


port to this body a paper on the exemption from taxation of prop- 
erty belonging to religious, educational, and charitable institutions. 


William F. Warren offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were referred to the Committee 
on Education: 


Whereas, There is in our Book of Discipline no recognition of the 
existence, functions, or needs of the Theological Schools of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church ; and, : 

Whereas, Many candidates for our ministry stil] report for their 
ministerial training to seminaries controlled by other Churches ; there- 
fore, ; 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education be instructed to con- 
sider and report upon the expediency of inserting in the Discipline, 
immediately after paragraph 368, the following paragraph, to wit: 

“369. III. Our recognized Theological Schools, having professors 
nominated or confirmed by the Bishops, exist for the benefit of the 
entire Church, and it is the duty of Pastors to direct the attention of 
candidates for our ministry to the advantages afforded in these insti- 
tutions.” 

Resolved, That the same Committee consider the propriety of insert- 
ing in the paragraph now numbered 36, in the fifth line, between the 
words “college” and “must,” the words ‘‘and theological school.” 


NEW ‘JERSEY. 


W. H. Bodine offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the necessity of amending fourth line of paragraph 86, of sec- 
tion i, chapter i, part ii, page 49 of the Discipline, by striking out 
the word “third” and inserting the word “‘second.” Also, of inserting 
in the fifth line, after the word Conference, ‘‘ at eleven o’clock A.M.” 
The paragraph, as amended, will then read: ‘“‘ The Lay Delegates 
shall be chosen by an Electoral Conference of Laymen, which shall 
assemble for the purpose on the second day of the Annual Confer- 
ence, at eleven o’clock A.M., at the place of its meeting, at its session 
immediately preceding the General Conference.” 


J. B. Graw offered the following, which was referred 


to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider and report on the expediency of amending the Discipline, par- 
agraph 113, third line, by striking out the word “district.” 


C. W. Heisley offered the following preamble and res- 
olution, which were referred to the Committee on the 
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Whereas, Tt is important that Local Preachers of our Church 
should possess a knowledge of events passing in our Church; and, 

Whereas, They. perform much gratuitous labor for the Church; 
and. 

Whereas, Many of them are in limited circumstances , therefore, 

Resolved, That our Local Preachers should have, for themselves, 
the periodicals and books of our Church for the same prices that 
Itinerant Preachers pay. 


NEW YORK EAST. 
D. Curry presented the action of the Freedmen’s Aid 
Society concerning change in its Constitution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Freedmen. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 

W. R. Cobb presented resolutions of Northern New 
York Conferepce on the Presiding Eldership, which 
were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

William Whitney offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 281, section 17, page 112, be amended 
by the addition of the words, ‘presented within one year from the 
date thereof,” immediately following the words, ‘‘ without such a 
certificate,” in the eighth line of said paragraph ; so that the first part 
shall read as follows, namely: ‘‘To warn all from time to time: that 
none are to remove from one Circuit to another without a note of 
recommendation ‘from the preacher of the Circuit in these words,” 
etc.: “and to inform them that, without such a certificate, presented 
within one year from the date thereof, they will not be received into 
the Church in other places. 


The regular order of business was suspended in order 
to allow Kasimir P. Jervis to present, and-have referred 
to their appropriate Committees, the following papers, 
namely: The memorial of Charles S. Brown and sixty- 
nine other members of the Central New York Confer- 
ence asking for the restoration of the East Genesee 
Conference, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. And a memorial signed by A. Sutherland 
and forty-two others on the same subject, which was re- 
ferred to the .same Committee. 

The hour of eleven o’clock having arrived, the spe- 
cial order of the day, the reception of the Fraternal 
Delegates from the Methodist. Episcopal Church, South, 
was taken up. 

Bishop Janes, at the suggestion of Bishop Peck, took 
the chair, and the time of the session was indefinitely 
extended. 
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Bishop Janes then introduced Rev. James A. Dun- 
_can, D.D., President of Randolph Macon College, and 
his co-delegate, Landon C. Garland, LL.D., Chancellor 
of Vanderbilt University, Fraternal Delegates from that 
Church to this body. 

Their credentials were then read by the Secretary, 
and also the letter of Dr. Lovick Pierce, senior Frater- 
nal Messenger, who commenced the journey but was 
unable to reach the Conference. [See Appendix 5, 6,] 

At the conclusion of the reading Dr. James A. Dun- 
can addressed the Conference, and was followed by 
Dr. Landon C. Garland. [See Appendix 7, 8,] 

D. A. Whedon offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and adopted by a rising vote, namely : 

Resolved, That we gladly welcome among us the distinguished rep- 
resentatives of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the Rev. 
James A. Duncan, D.D., and Landon C. Garland, LL.D., greatly re- 
gretting at the same time the inability to be present with us of their 
associate, the venerable Rev. Dr. Lovick Pierce, whom, for his emi- 
nent character and services, it would have especially delighted us to 
receive, and whose letter has given such satisfaction to the Confer- 
ence; and we heartily recognize their coming as a harbinger of bet- 
ter relations henceforth between the two chief branches of our Amer- 
ican Methodism: We have’ listened with great pleasure to their 
words of love and brotherhood in response to the fraternal greetings 
borne to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, by direction of our General Conference at its last session, and, 


fully reciprocating the kindly sentiments they have expressed, will 
give their communication early and most considerate attention. 


Clinton B. Fisk offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted, namely: 


Resolved, That a Committee of Seven be appointed, to whom shall 
be referred the matter presented by the Delegates from the Method- 
ist’ Episcopal Church, South, relating to the appointment of a Com- 
mission of Five. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. Announce- 
ments were made, the doxology sung, and the benedic- 


tion pronounced by Reuben Nelson. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 13. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Scott 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by John M. Reid. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 
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James C. Auld, a lay delegate from the Kansas Con- 
ference, was announced as being present, and J. W. 
Cochran, a lay delegate from the Washington Confer- 
ence, was announced as present in his seat, in the place 
of the reserve delegate who has occupied it thus far. 

The call of the Conference for resolutions and mis- 
cellaneous business, suspended yesterday, was re- 
sumed. 

NORTH INDIANA. 

A. Marine presented the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation : 


Whereas, The present representation to the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, both Lay and. Clerical, is such 
as to make the body unwieldly, and evidently too large for a deliber- 
ative one; and, 

Whereas, A much more limited representation would be attended 
with less expense to the Church ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference be requested to so change 
the Restrictive Rule of the Discipline as to admit of a more extended 
basis of representation. 


NORTH OHIO. 
E. C. Griswold offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on Revi- 


sals: 


Whereas, The experience of many years in some of our charges has 
proved that sometimes it is necessary to appoint women to the office 
of Steward ; therefore, 

Resolved, That section 307 of the Discipline, pertaining to the 
qualification of Stewards, be changed so as to read: “ Let the Stew- 
ards be persons of solid piety,” instead of ‘‘men of solid piety.” 


NORTH-WEST GERMAN. 
Edward F. Mues offered the following resolution of 
the Lay Electoral Conference, and it was referred to 
the Committee on Lay Representation: 


Resolved, That,.in the opinion of the body, the time has come that 
Lay Representation should be introduced in the Annual Conference. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 
J. F. Darnall offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation : 


Whereas, The North-west Indiana Conference, at its last session, 
passed a resolution favoring the introduction of Lay Representation 
in the Annual Conference, and the Lay Electoral Conference at the 
game time passed resolutions of similar import ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the introduction of the laity in the Annual Confer- 
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ence would, in the opinion of this General Conference, promote the 
unity, happiness, and prosperity of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


J. L. Smith offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be, and they are hereby, 
instructed to consider and report upon the propriety of so changing 
the Discipline on the subject of appointing Sunday-school Superin- 
tendents as to make them elective by the Quarterly Conference, in 
the same manner in which the Discipline now provides for the elec- 
tion of Stewards. 


* OREGON. 
N. Doane offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern: 


Whereas, The Book Concern of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
possesses not a dollar of real estate on the North Pacific Coast ; and, 

Whereas, The city of Portland, in the State of Oregon, is, and is 
ever likely to be, the.chief city of the State, perhaps of the entire 
Northwest ; and, 

Whereas, Landed property in the said city of Portland at the pres- 
ent time has depreciated to its minimum value ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York be, and are hereby, 
instructed by this General Conference to negotiate for the purchase of 
real estate in the said city of Portland, for Publishing and Depository 
purposes, sufficient to meet the wants of the Church in that section 
of our work, as early as in their judgment the interests of the cause 
demand. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
William B. Wood presented the following preamble 
and resolution, which were referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy: / 


Whereas, The sentiment of the Church throughout the Lehigh Dis- 
trict, Philadelphia Conference, is evidently in favor of the reduction 
of the number of Presiding Elders’ Districts ; and, 

Whereas, This sentiment has found unanimous expression in the 
action of the District Stewards’ meeting, held in Eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, in the following words: “ Resolved, That our Presiding Elder, 
Rey. William B. Wood, Delegate Elect, be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to press the matter of the reduction of the Presiding Elders’ 
Districts on the General Conference at the Quadrennial Session to 
be held in Baltimore, Md., May, 1876 ;” therefore, ‘ 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be requested to 
take into serious consideration the matter of the reduction of the 
number of Presiding Elders’ Districts, and to inquire if this cannot 
best be accomplished by enlarging the Districts, thus reducing the 
number of Presiding Elders, and requiring of them only semi-an- 
nual instead of quarterly visitations. 


The following preamble and resolution were offered 
by John F. Chaplain, and referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries : 


Whereas, The command, ‘‘ Thou shalt not covet,” applies to 
bodies of men as well as to individuals ; also that other command, 
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‘‘Thou shalt not remove thy neighbor’s landmark which they of an- 
cient time have set in thine inheritance ;” and, 

Whereas, By the blessing of God on the labors of the Philadelphia 
Conference, Harrisburgh grew to a position ecclesiastically causing 
it to be a point to be coveted, and as the landmark set of ancient 
time in the inheritance of Conference, namely, the Susquehanna 
River, has been disregarded inthe transfer of Harrisburgh to the 
Central Pennsylvania Conference ; and, 

Whereas, Equity demands, in Church as well as State, that the 
people have a voice in the distribution of the work, so as to control 
toa reasonable extent their Conference associations, and as the Meth- 
odists of Harrisburgh by a large majority in 1872 protested against 
such transfer, and now, since four years’ trial of the change, insist on 
their re-transfer to the Philadelphia Conference territory ; therefore, 

Resolved, That unity between contiguous Conferences, principles 
of sound Christian morals, and the best interest of the cause of God, 
so far as we can judge, demand that the ancient western boundary 
of the old Philadelphia Conference be restored, and that the city of 
Harrisburgh be given back to that Conference. 


PROVIDENCE. 


L. D. Davis offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Lay Representation : 


Resolved, That we approve the introduction of Lay Delegation 
among us, but feel that the present system is radically defective. 
In our judgment the Discipline should be so amended as to provide 
for the introduction of Lay Delegation in the Annual Conference, 
and of an equal delegation in the General Conference. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
W.R. Jervey offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to take 
into consideration the propriety and necessity of electing a Bishop 
during the session of this General Conference, whose episcopal resi- 
dence shall be assigned within the present bounds of the Liberia 
Annual Conference. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 
John W. Ray presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That paragraph 297 of the Discipline be amended by 
striking out the words, ‘‘and no member of the Church shall be at 
liberty to preach without such license,” and add to said paragraph 
these words: ‘‘ The Preacher in charge may call to his pulpit tem- 
porarily any member of the Church to preach for him, such Preacher 
being responsible for the same,” so that said paragraph will read : 
““The Quarterly Conference shall have authority to license proper 
persons to preach, and to renew their license annually when, in the 
judgment of said Conference, their gifts, grace, and usefulness will 
warrant such renewal; to recommend to the Annual Conference 
Local Preachers who are suitable candidates for Deacons’ or Elders’ 
orders, and for admission on trial in the traveling connection; and 
to try, suspend, and deprive of ministerial office and credentials, 
expel or acquit, any Local Preacher in the Circuit or Station against 
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whom charges may be preferred, provided that no person shall be 
licensed to preach without the recommendation of the Society of 
which he is a member, or of the Leaders and Stewards’ Meeting. 
Nor shall any one be licensed to preach, or recommended to the 
Annual Conference to travel, or for ordination, without first being 
examined in the Quarterly Conference on the subject of doctrines 
and Discipline. The Preacher in charge may call to his pulpit, 
temporarily, any member of the Church to preach ‘for him,. such 
preacher being responsible for the same.” 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS. 


A. W. Metcalf presented the following resolution, 
. which was referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools: 


keesolved, That the Committee on Sunday-schools be directed to 
consider the propriety of reporting an amendment to paragraph 377, 
on the subject of Sunday-schools, by adding an additional section, 
as follows : 

““Tt shall be the duty of each Preacher in charge of a Station or 
Circuit to hold annually, in connection with the Sunday-school, and 
for the benefit of the children thereof, special services for the con- 
version of the children, to continue at least one week. 


G. W. Hughey presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were read and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The Discipline, in paragraph 435, says, ‘‘The Agents 
at each Publishing House shall keep a separate account with each 
department of the business and with each periodical published 
under their supervision ; and they shall set forth in their Reports to 
the Annual and General Conferences the amount of sales, receipts, 
and expenditures for books, periodicals, and depositories under their 
control, with whatever profits or losses may have accrued on each ;” 
and, 

Whereas, The Agents at New York and Cincinnati have not fur- 
nished to this General Conference such reports as is here contem- 
plated of the sales, receipts, expenditures, profits, or losses, of the 
various periodicals published by them ; therefore, , 

Resolved, That the Agents at New York and Cincinnati be and 
they are hereby instructed to furnish to this General Conference a 
full statement of the number of subscribers to each of our period- 
icals published by them respectively, together with the profits or 
losses on each annually, during the past quadrennium, 


SOUTH KANSAS. 


W. B. Smith presented the following resolutions, which 
were read and referred to the Committee on the Book 


Concern : 


Resolved, 1. That the Book Committee be and they are hereby in- 
structed to furnish now for the past four years the amount of 
salaries allowed to each Bishop and each General Conference officer 
by items, 
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Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents be and they are hereby in- 
structed, hereafter, in their annual and quadrennial reports, to sub- 
mit an itemized statement of amounts paid each Bishop and General 
Conference officer for salary and traveling expenses. 


TEXAS. 


Gabriel Todd, Jun., offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 


Freedmen : 


Whereas, Through the lack of sufficient representation at the 
Annual Conferences over four thousand charges failed to take a col- 
lection for the Freedmen’s Aid Society ; and, 

Whereas, It is the opinion of many of the members of this body . 
that an assistant secretary of African descent would greatly assist in 
raising funds ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Freedmen are hereby requested 
to consider the expediency of enlarging the working force of the So- 
ciety by the addition of an assistant secretary. 


TROY. 
E. Wentworth presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were read and referred to the Com- 


mittee on Revisals: ; 


Whereas, By the present Constitution of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church an extra ‘session of the General Conference is impossible 
without going through, in the Annual Conferences, with all the for- 
malities of an entirely new election ; and, is 

Whereas, The chief legislative body of the Church, like the Leg- 
islatures of the States, ought to have permanent existence, ready and 
subject to be called together in any emergency ; therefore, 

kesolved, 1. That the members of.this and of every future General 
Conference ought, like the members of Congress or Parliament, to 
retain their places until their successors are elected. 

Resolved, 2. That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to 
amend that portion of paragraph 88 which orders that the extra 
session of the General Conference shall ‘‘ be constituted in the usual 
way,’ so as to read that ‘‘an extra session of the General Conference 
shall be constituted and composed of the members of the General 
Conference last preceding said called session.” 


J. W. Eaton presented the following resolution, 
which was read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the election of Book Agents at New York, Book 
Agents at Cincinnati, Editor of the ‘‘ Christian Advocate” at New 
York, Editor of the ‘‘ Quarterly Review,” Editor of the ‘‘ Western 
Christian Advocate,” Editor of the ‘‘ North-western Christian Ad- 
vocate,”” Editor of the ‘‘ Pacific Christian Advocate,” be and hereby 
is made the order of the day for Wednesday, May 17, immediately 
after the reading of the Journal. 


On motion, the rules were suspended to hear Report 
No. I of the Committee on the Book Concern, which was 
read to the Conference. 

J. M. Buckley moved to expunge the last clause of 
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the resolution containing a reference to the memo- 
rialists. 

Pending the discussion, W. H. Olin moved the pre- 
vious question, which was sustained by a vote of 
203 to 41. 

J. M. Buckley claimed ten minutes, under Rule 13, 
as the mover of thé amendment, to close the discussion. 
It was ruled out of order by Bishop Bowman, then pre- 
siding. J. M. Buckley appealed from the decision, but 
the appeal was not sustained. 

The amendment was then voted on and lost. 

The report as a whole was then, on motion, adopted, 
as follows : 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on the Book Concern, to whom was referred the 
memorial signed by C. H. Richardson, John Bear, John Miller, and 
J. L. Warfield, and presented by Dr. John Lanahan, concerning the 
Western Book Concern, respectfully submit the following report as to 
the solvency of said Concern : 

The memorialists assert that the Western Book Concern is “ prac- 
tically insolvent,” and is ‘‘in an unsound, dangerous, and bankrupt 
condition.” 

In support of this bold and startling assertion they state no facts 
and produce no evidence, except the annual exhibits of the Agents. 
They do not charge any frauds, mistakes, or errors in those exhibits. 
They expressly say, ‘“ That, while confining ourselves strictly to the 
exhibits of the Agents, and, for the purpose of this petition, wz//ing to 
concede their correctness,’ yet they believe some of the, claims in- 
cluded in the assets will be found on inquiry to be worthless: 

As the exhibits represent the Concern in a sound and prosperous 
condition, and its net cipital, over all liabilities, to be $503,286 73, 
it is somewhat curious to see how the memorialists figure out its in- 
solvency. 

It is done in this manner: They first set down @// the liabilities, 
and then select out only a fart of the assets, which they are pleased 
to call ‘‘ available assets,” thus : 


PENA ULNGE Siar tes etets er ele steele at cis Co(olels Yel cicleleieselsicie sleieielate'sisiele(sistehatarers $486,463 48 





PAV SUMANLGLASSOUS) dein cle sialetsre elele'a) siz sles tie/eia cleid,«ioceielels noon srela\cisiete: od 446,223 01 
IX CESSOfpi@pIIESy i ei ncrateleine sinisioiete sia\elateiaiaisotelclera's sisal $40,240 42 


The total assets, as reported by the Agents, are $989,749 16. Of 
this sum the memorialists throw out $543,526 15, considerably more 
than one half of the whole, as in their opinion not ‘‘ available,” and 
to be excluded. Their theory is, that in considering the question of 
solvency nothing but the cash and merchandise on hand and the 
notes and accounts can be counted ; that all other personal property, 
and all the real estate, must be excluded. 

And although $123,000—more than one fourth of all the liabilities 
—are secured by mortgages on the real estate, having several years 
to run, yet the real estate is excluded, this sum is treated as a present 
liability, and posted up against the merchandise on hand. 

To show the monstrous injustice of this attack on the Western 
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facts, and expose the artful manner in which the memorialists attempt 
to sustain their reckless assertions. 
The total assets of the Concern are as follows : 

















1. Real estate in Cincinnati ............0ccee eens AEP Behan $178,000 00 
Real estate in Chicago...............- sinis Biniaieletesien aiacelate 99,376 97 
Realestate iniSt. Lowa hoc tes ate cersis'e ieee elesleen pou stem 64,350 00 
j ————— $341,726 97 
2. Presses, types, plates, printing paper, etc., in Cincinnati... .$131,471 31 
Presses, types, plates, printing paper, etc. in Chicago.... 7,221 16 
Presses, types, plates, printing paper, etc., in St. Louis.... 1,067 97 
Presses, types, plates, printing paper, etc., in Atlanta.... 1,278 46 
— 141,088 ’90 
8. Material and Tools in Bindery in Cincinnati............ $10,912 81 
Material and Tools in Stereotype Foundry in Cincinnati. 2,090 90 Ass 
. 
4. Office furniture and safes in Cincinnati... ............. $2,500 00 
Store and office fixtures, safes, boilers and engines in 
Ohicagor iat teers Senn Ue oe avai arate fore tants steele 18,080 94 
Office furniture and safesin St. Louis ...........+...205 1,802 00 
Office furniture and safein Atlanta.........--...2+.-008 5 531 11 
— 17,864 05 
Amount of the above ....... ‘ $513,183 63 
5. Due from the Episcopal Fund.... Soe 80,392 52 
6. Books, bound and in sheets, stationery, ete., in Cincin- 
DAG cis anisie sreciarede pre sgeie serait aNees Beemer ace $131,640 89 
Books, bound and in sheets, stationery, etc., in Chicago. 34,487 04 
Books, bound and in sheets, stationery, etc., in St. Louis. 16,962 45 
Books, bound and in sheets, stationery, etc., in Atlanta. 6,884 86 
$189,975 24 
7. Notes and accounts in Cincinnati........... $178,647 
Notes and accounts in Chicago..........+.++ 102,634 05 
Notes and accounts in St. Louis ............ 80,618 72 
Notes and accounts in Atlanta.......... Tee TTL 96 
F $319,467 07 
Less one fourth, probable loss...........+.. 79,866 77, 
é ——_———_ 289,600 30 
8. Cash and drafts on hand............+++ lo ela lohetaie s/s Bietalae 16,647 47 
-——-——_ 446,228 01 
PROUANM Kareictareteiofeiarcisusta i= tevicrs PHAR Gan Obs SHORE adardaabopanddg +++ $989,749 16 


All the above items of assets, except the 6th, 7th, and 8th, are ex- 
cluded from the calculation of the memorialists. 

The item of $30,392 52, due from the Episcopal Fund, is the 
amount advanced by the western Agents by direction of the last Gen- 
eral Conference, and on the Bishops’ salaries directed to be included 
in their report. Without counting that, however, there remains, as 
shown by the above figures, $513,133 63 of assets thrown out in the 
calculation of the memorialists, being $26,670 20 more than all the 
liabilities of the Concern. 

The total liabilities are as follows : 





Notes and accounts in Cincinnati $383,886 31 
Notes and accounts in Chicago..... 66,699 71 
Notes and accounts in St. Louis................4- 384,864 08 


Notes and accounts in Atlanta ..............--0. -. 1,018 38 


There is no allegation that the Concern owes one cent more. This 
exhibit of the Agents corresponds precisely with the exhibit of the 
Book Committee, made independently and from their own personal 
examination of the books and accounts. And it includes what is se- 
cured by mortgages on the real estate. 

The memorialists speak in high praise of the financial condition of 
the New York Bock Concern. In figuring out its condition, they ex- 
clude half a million of dollars of its liabilities, because that amount 
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is secured on real estate. Why not apply the same rule to the West- 
ern house? If the $123,000 secured on its real estate were de- 
ducted, there-would remain only $363,463 43 of other liabilities ; 
and then on the theory and figures of the memorialists themselves, 


the Western house, instead of having an excess of liabilities of 


$40,240 42, would have a surplus of .assets of $82,759 58; thus: 


PoAcvaihalOdAISSetBM YE LAE. 7 Lhi las Oe tls cella baddies £okiua Oden Le + +» $446,223 01 
Liabilities ....505.... CG) EC HENS SECA er noe Sleik s]adavacrcmye bvehareish 363,463 43 


SUPPIUS tc 2 = test ee Reapale siaieieeysterl Navel areteiate sober eS $S2,759 58 






‘The attempt to create the impression that the Western Book Con- 
cern is insolvent, and thus destroy its credit and damage its reputa- 
tion as a Church institution, by excluding more than one half its 
assets, and that half the most permanent and substantial—the very 
property on which, and by which, it carries on its immense business, 
betrays a willing spirit to do mischief, and a conscious knowledge 
that the outside world ever lends an eager ear to any scandal that may 
injure the Church or its ministry. 

That its real estate, where its storesand manufactories are located, 
and its presses, plates, types, machinery, tools, etc., by which it prints 
and binds its thousands of books, and issues its tens of thousands of 
periodicals annually, are not its substantial capital and the founda- 
tion of its credit, and are not to be counted in considering its ability 
to pay its debts, is a proposition too absurd to be seriously answered. 

The only question that must be considered is this: Are the real 
estate and the other personal property in the exhibits of the Agents 
worth the estimated values set upon them ? 

The memorialists do not allege any overestimates, and do not 
even intimate that they are not worth the amounts set down. The 
personal property Is appraised at its cash value by the Agents and 
by competent men selected for that purpose. 

The Agents have no personal interest in the matter. As the 
officers of the Church, and as ministers of the Gospel, pledged to an 
honest and faithful performance cf their duties, they have made 
these valuations, and have confirmed their correctness before your 
committee. The real estate is appraised by the local Book Com- 
mittee, appointed by the General Conference. The Committee who 
appraised the real estate of the Western Book Concern were Amos 
Shinkle, R. A. W. Breuhl, and James P. Kilbreth, three competent, 
reliable, and well-known Jaymen, whose names should be a sufficient 
guaranty that the duty was performed honestly and faithfully. « 

The total value of the real estate is $341,726 97. It may be well 
to refer to the different properties more in detail. 

I. At Cincinnatz. ; 

The old property on Eighth-street is valued at $78,000. On it 
there is a mortgage of $55,000, for money borrowed on long time, to 
erect the new buildings on the new lot on Fourth-street. This 
amount is included in the Exhibit of Liabilities. 

The new purchase consists of three parcels: First, a lot on Fourth- 
street, 32 by 108 feet, with an L 18 by 39 feet, fronting on Home- 
street. This is the main store-room. Second, lot fronting on Home- 
street, 141 by 100 feet, where the manufactory is located , and, third, 
lot on Plum-street, 49 by go feet. These three parcels adjoin, and 
compose what is known as the ‘‘new property.” The total cost of 
lots and buildings was $233,242 52, but the actual cash paid on the 
lots and buildings was: only $126,575 86. The remainder of the sum, 
to wit, $116,666 66, is in the nature of a perpetual ground charge, 
which may stand forever, and on which the Agents only pay six per 
cent. interest. They have the right, however, whenever they desire 
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terms and conditions of this purchase were reported to the last Gen- 
eral Conference, and approved by that body. In the exhibit this 
property is set down at only $100,000. The ground charge is not 
included in the liabilities as a debt, because the property is appraised 
subject to that charge, and not at its full value. 

2. At Chicago. 

After the great fire in 1871, the Depository was in leased property ; 
but since the last General Conference the Agents purchased a lot on 
Washington-street, 30 by 182 feet, and erected a building thereon, 
30 by 165, at a cost, for lot and building, of $99,376 97. The lot was 
purchased subject to a mortgage, which has several years to run, of 
$38,000. In the exhibits the property is set down at cost, and the 
mortgage is included in the liabilities. 

3. At St. Louis. 

At the time of the last General Conference the Depository at this 
place was in leased property, valued at $18,000. Since then the 
Agents have purchased a lot on Sixth-street, 75 by 125 feet, and re- 
modeled the building at a cost, for lot and improvements, of $46,350. 
The lot was purchased subject to a mortgage for $30,000, which has 
several years to run. These two properties, the leasehold and the 
fee, are set down in the exhibits at those sums, aggregating $64,350, 
and the mortgage is included in those liabilities. 

The Discipline prescribes the time and manner for making the 
valuations of the real estate. In pursuance thereof the local Book 
Committee valued that in Cincinnati in 1872, and those in Chicago 
and St. Louis shortly after the buildings were completed, about two 
years ago. The Agents and a member of the local Committee, 
Amos Shinkle, stated before your Committee that the real estate in 
Cincinnati was undoubtedly worth to-day the full amount of the ap- 
praisement, and that the properties in Chicago and St. Louis, having 
been purchased at a very favorable time, and at very low figures, were 
to-day worth the full amount of the appraisement, or very nearly so, 
notwithstanding the general depreciation of real estate. 

The Western house, in the great fire at Chicago in October, 1871, 
suffered a loss of $102,221 48. During the last four years it has ex- 
pended in the purchase of real estate and buildings in Chicago and 
St. Louis, $77,726 97. In consequence of these heavy drafts upon 
its resources, and mainly to replace the stock in Chicago, it received 
indulgence from the New York house on its purchases, agreeing to 
pay interest thereon until the principal would be needed. In this 
way the Western house is indebted to the New York house $140,000, 
and this sum is included in its liabilities. This debt, and the amount 
of the mortgages on the real estate, are not immediate or pressing 
liabilities. The mortgages have several years to run, and the debt 
to the New York house is in the family. Deducting these from the 
liabilities we have :— 


Total: Hiabilifiesis: Veserecen sees pvtewa'ste lone sinlareeaieioe meee seem nee $486,463 43 
Mortgage on real estate in Cincinnati..............eee0 +00 - $55,000 00 
Mortgage on real estate in Chicago............seeeeeeeeee: 38,000 00 
Mortgage on real estate in St. Louis.........---..eeeeeeeeee 80,000 00 
Due New York Concern............ mace Semrelete seem ag enee 140,000 00 

——— 268,000 00 

All other liabilities.......... ae Sa wlorsin sewn estes ne ie aaenael eects sists $228,463 43 


During the last quadrennium the total sales of the Western 
Book Concern were $5.840'006 67, averaging annually the sum of 
$707,524 17. The whole of the indebtedness, therefore, of the 
Western Book Concern, excluding the mortgages and the account 
with the New York house, could be wiped out by the receipts of four 
months from its regular business! 
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The exhibits, when compared with those of former quadrenniums, 
show that at no period in its history were the assets and net capital 
of the Concern as great as at present. 

Surely a house that can make such an exhibit of assets and lia- 
bilities is wot ‘practically insolvent,” and is mot in “an unsound, 
dangerous, and bankrupt condition,” but the very opposite ; and so 
your Committee, after a careful, full, and thorough examination, un- 
hesitatingly report. 

We therefore recommend the passage of the following resolution 
by the General Conference : 

fesolved, That the assertion of the memorialists that the Western 
Book Concern is ‘‘ practically insolvent,” and is ‘‘in an unsound, 
dangerous, and bankrupt condition,” is both unjust and untrue, and 
entitled to no consideration by the public ; and that any member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church who was instrumental in its clandes- 
tine publication in the newspapers deserves the ceysure of this Gen- 
eral Conference, and the condemnation of every true friend of the 
Church. 


At this point Bishop Carman and Rev. E. Lounsbury 
were introduced, and took their leave of the Conference 
in brief addresses. 

A fraternal letter was read from Dr. Egerton Ryerson, 
President of the General Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Canada; and, on motion of Asbury Lowrey, 
the following resolution. was adopted: 


kesolved, That we have listened with profound respect to the letter 
from Dr. Egerton Ryerson, and that we request Bishop Simpson to 
prepare and forward a suitable reply. 


The regular order of business was resumed. 


TROY. 
Thomas A. Griffin presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 


cern : 
kesolved, That the Committee on' the Book Concern be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of our Book Concern engaging in pub- 
lications and other work foreign to our denominational necessities. 
J. M. Webster presented the following, which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the pro- 
priety of so altering the Discipline as to make it the duty of each 
General Conference to fix the salaries of the Bishops for the next 
succeeding quadrennium. 


UPPER IOWA. 
Emory Miller presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy : 


Whereas, The circumstances that made advisable the rules of Di- 
cipline regarding limited pastoral terms having passed away ; and, 
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Whereas, Changes for change’s sake are absurd, involve needless 
expense, and are frequently disastrous to pastor and people ; and, 

Whereas, A pastor is in a sacred sense the confidant of Christian 
families, and it is undesirable to these families to needlessly part 
with those in whom they have learned: to confide, and take a new 
man into their confidence instead ; and, 

Whereas, It frequently requires a longer time for a new man to 
obtain a hold on the more settled communities than the present term 
allows; and, 

Whereas, The substantial work begun by one pastor is liable to be, 
and frequently is, dissipated by his successor; and, 

Whereas, This liability is amply illustrated in the lack of a growth 
of our Churches in the cities and larger towns, commensurate with 
their expenditure of money and labor; and, 

Whereas, The opportunity of a longer pastoral term-would conduce 
to the development of more comprehensive plans and thorough min- 
isterial work; and, 

Whereas, The itinerancy would not be disturbed, but rather per- 
fected, by freeing it from the present limitation, preserving its ad- 
vantages and dispensing with its disadvantages; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 219 of the Discipline (concerning the 
duties of Bishops) be so amended as that the first phrase shall read : 
““To change and fix the appointments of the preachers as in his 
judgment the interests of the work require ;” and also, to strike out 
of said paragraph all restriction of the pastoral term, other than the 
decisions of the appointing power. 


VERMONT. 


W. R. Puffer presented: the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Itinerancy : 


Whereas, It seems to be the sense of the Church, that when a 
District Conference has been regularly constituted such Conference 
has no right to give up its existence; and, 

Whereas, The disciplinary business of a District Conference can 
be legally done only in such Conference where they exist ; and, 

Whereas, In certain sections of the Church it has been decided, 
after due trial, that the legal business of a District Conference can 
be more easily, quietly, and legislatively done in a Quarterly Con- 
ference, and therefore such Conferences are undesirable ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Discipline be so amended as to enable a Dis- 
trict Conference to give up its existence when, after such a trial, it 
is believed that such a Conference is a burden rather than a blessing. 


VIRGINIA. 


W. M. Wright presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the State of 
the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 
"quested to report a comprehensive plan for the promotion of system- 
atic beneficence under the following heads: 

1, The setting apart a definite per centage of one’s income to 
charitable uses promotes a sense of personal dependence on God. 

2. Such proportionate giving excites gratitude for providential favors, 

3. Such proportionate giving carries God into the workshop and 
into the counting room, sanctifies toil and traffic, and makes Jesus 
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ne a silent, but effective, partner in every business interest 
of life. 

4. To devote a fair per centage of one’s income to charity brings 
us into fellowship with Jesus Christ in the work of the world’s sal- 
tion, 

He also presented the following, which was. referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


keesolved, That the limitation of the pastoral term be extended from 
three to five years. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


K. D. Nettleton presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to. take 
into consideration the propriety of so changing section 2, part v, chap- 
ter i, of the Discipline as to make it the duty of the District Con- 
ference to fix the salary of the’Presiding Elder, and to apportion the 
same to the several charges of the District. 


J. N. Brown presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That, for the purpose of strengthening the connectional 
feeling of the Church, and of reducing the official patronage of the 
General Conference, and also of elevating the character and increas- 
ing the efficiency of our Periodical Literature, the Committee on the 
Book Concern be requested to consider and report to this General 
Conference the propriety of reducing’ the number of our Church 
papers at least one half. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


J. W. W. Bolton presented a memorial, signed by him- 
self and four others, against the quadrennial election of 
Bishops and the election of Presiding Elders, which 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


M. Herrick presented the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be requested to ex- 
amine into the propriety of so amending paragraph 219, on page 96 
of the Discipline, as that preachers who are engaged in church-build- 
ing enterprises may, in the judgment of the presiding Bishop, be 
continued on a charge for a longer term than three years, or until the 
enterprise is completed: and out of debt. 


WISCONSIN. 
H. Colman presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
the American Bible Society : 
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Whereas, The direction of the affairs of the American Bible So- 
ciety is almost wholly in the hands of the executive officers ; and, 

Whereas, The Methodist Episcopal Church contributes as much, 
or: more, than any other Church to the funds of the Society ; there- 
fore, } 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this General Conference that 
the Methodist Episcopal Church should have an active and efficient 
representative as one of the executive officers of the American Bible 
Society ; also, 

Resolved, That the Methodist Episcopal Church should either 
withdraw its support from the American Bible Society, or open a 
column in its General Minutes for the contributions to the funds of 
that Society. , 


He also presented the following, which was read and, 
on motion, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the aggregate expenses of each Delegate be pub- 
lished opposite his name in the “ Daily Advocate.” 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Episcopacy be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline as to pro- 
vide that no person shall be elected Bishop who may be under 
thirty-five or over sixty years of age, and that the term of office of 
a Bishop shall be twelve years. : 

He also presented the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to in- 


quire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline as to allow 
Presiding Elders to remain six years on one District. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be re- 
quested to inquire into the expediency of so amending the Discipline 
as to authorize the formation at each preaching place of an official 
board, consisting of all the official members connected with said ° 
preaching place, including all the trustees of Church property, and 
to determine clearly the duties of said official board, and to distinguish 
them from the duties of the trustees. 

WILMINGTON. 

W. E. England presented the following, which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That we recommend that a course of study be pre- 
pared, upon which applicants for license to exhort shall be ex- 
amined, 


On motion, C. H. Gatch, of the Des Moines Confer- 
ence, was granted leave of absence forthe remainder ot 
the session. 
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On motion of J. M. Walden, the rules were suspend- 
ed to present an invitation from Cincinnati to make 
that city the seat of the next General Conference. 

On motion, it was ordered that the paper lie on the 
table, and that the fixing of the place for holding the 
next General Conference be made the order of the day 
for next Friday at ten o’clock A.M. 

The call of the rolls of Standing and Special Com- 
mittees for reports were made. 

The Committee on the Book Concern presented Re- 
port No. II, which was read, and, on motion of Reuben 
Nelson, adopted : 


Your Standing Committee on the Book Concern, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution of V. Witting concerning wood-cuts, have care- 
fully considered the paper, and now report it back as amended, with 
the recommendation that it be adopted, as follows : 

Whereas, Vhe Book Concerns at New York and Cincinnati have 
on hand many wood and other cuts which have been used in former 
years in our illustrated books and papers; and, 

Whereas, Some of these cuts would be very useful to our publish- 
ing house in Sweden; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be authorized and directed to let 
our publishing house in Sweden have such of those cuts as it may 
need at the actual cost of duplicating the same, provided that the 
same privilege be granted to any other foreign missionary publishing 
house, and also that said missionary publishing houses shall not du- 
plicate and sell the said cuts, but that they shall be kept for their 
own exclusive use. 


J. F. Williamson, of the Wilmington Conference, was 
granted temporary leave of absence. 

The Committee on the Book Concern presented Re- 
port No. III, which was read, and, on motion, adopted, 
as follows: 


Your Standing Committee on the Book Concern have carefully con- 
sidered the resolution of William M’Kinley upon the publication of 
a Manual of Church Doctrine, etc., and now report the paper back 
to the General Conference, with the recommendation that the sub- 
ject be referred to the consideration of the Book Agents, as it is un- 
derstood that such a work is already in course of preparation. 


On motion of E. O. Haven, the report of the Com- 
mittee on Centennial Observances, read at a previous 
session, was adopted, as follows : 


The Committee to which was referred the Commemorative Address 
of the Bishops on the Proper Observance of the Centennial of Amer- 
ican Independence, respectfully report as follows : 

The Commemorative Address receives the hearty approval of this 
General Conference, and we request the preachers to read the same 
before all the congregations of our Church on Sunday, July 2, and 
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that all our members and friends be earnestly invited on that day to 
make contributions for the cause of Christian education both by col- 
lections and subscriptions. 

We would also respectfully request that the instruction or recom- 
mendation of the several Annual Conferences on this subject, where 
any such instruction or recommendation has been given, should be 
carried out; and that, where no such action has been taken by an 
Annual Conference, the collections be taken for the cause and in the 
manner recommended by the General Conference of 1872, and found 
in the last edition of the Discipline, Appendix, from page 358 to page 
361. 

We would also urge upon all our preachers and people the propri- 
ety of a united and vigorous effort to render this celebration worthy of 
our profound and inexpressible gratitude to Almighty God—Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit—for the protection of this nation, for the 
strength and spread of Christian doctrine and experience, and the 
growth and influence of the Church of Christ in these lands. Nor 
should we on this festive occasion, while our hearts are full of patri- 
otism and gratitude to God, and trust in him for the future, forget that 
the battle of Christianity with ignorance, and corruption, and infidel- 
ity, and false religion is not yet over; and that there is now an in- 
creasing demand for vigilance and prayer that our Christian institu- 
tions may be transmitted to our successors with increased strength. 

While we would urge upon all, without exception, to bring this sub- 
ject before the congregation on the last Sabbath preceding the 4th of 
July, 1876, we would suggest that the work, for its satisfactory com- 
pletion, may require to be repeated. Let all the collections and sub- 
scriptions made during the year for the strengthening of our various 
institutions of learning, and for the promotion of education, be spe- 
cifically recorded and credited as The Centennial Contributions for 
the Cause of Christian Education made by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the year of our Lord 1876. 

Let the aggregate swell to millions of dollars, Let all our institutions 
feel the mighty impulse. Let the work be thoroughly imbued with 
prayer and praise. Let the blessing of God be invoked on every 
dollar contributed, and let us hope that the century to come shall be 
as the past, only more abundantly marked by faithfulness on the 
part of the Church, and by evidence of God’s approval. 


[For the Centennial Address of the Bishops, see 4/- 
pendize, 2,] 


On motion, the Conference adjourned, the bene- 
diction being pronounced by W. R. Clark. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 15, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Simp- 
son in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by William J. 
Paxson. 

The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

G. R. French and I. C. Pershing were granted tem- 
porary leave of absence, 
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Z. W. Stone having been called home, John Lewis, a 
reserve delegate, was admitted to his seat, and appointed 
in his stead on the Committees. 

C. Holman was substituted- for S. W. Lloyd on the 
Committee on Boundaries. W.R. Warnock was sub- 
stituted for J. F. Marlay on the Committee on Church 
Extension. 

The regular order of business, the call of the roll for 
memorials, petitions, and appeals, was taken up. 


ARKANSAS. 


R. W. Hammett presented the following preamble 
and resolution, which were referred to the Committee 
on Itinerancy: 


Whereas, There are at present no constitutional or official advisers 
of the Presiding Bishop of an Annual Conference ; and, 

Whereas, It is the privilege of every preacher to be heard by the 
Bishop in making the appointments of the preachers of an Annual 
Conference; therefore, 

Resolved, That neither the Presiding Elders nor any others be con- 
stituted legal advisers of the Bishops in the Annual Conferences. 


He also presented resolutions from the Arkansas Con- 
ference in relation to Conference lines, and they were 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Also a resolution of the same Conference in regard to 
consolidation of Church Papers, which was referred to 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 


BALTIMORE. 


John Lanahan presented a memorial from Baltimore 
Conference on Exhibits of the Book Concern at New 
York, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on the Book Concern. ; 

G. W. Cooper presented resolution of Berkeley Springs 
Quarterly Conference in relation to boundaries, and it 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK. 


E. O. Haven presented a memorial, signed by himself 
and twenty others, teachers in various institutions of 
learning, providing for the promotion of education by 
Quarterly Conferences, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Education. 
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CENTRAL OHIO. 


W. W. Winter presented the memorial of H. O. Shel- 
don on the proceeds of the Book Concern, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


Thompson Mitchell presented memorials from the 
official members of St. Paul’s Church; from William 
Calder, Trustee of Grace Church; from the official mem- 
bers of Mt. Pleasant Church; from the official members 
of Grace Church, all of Harrisburgh, in regard to Con- 
ference relations; and they were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. 


DETROIT. 


J. S. Smart presented the resolution of Saginaw Dis- 
trict to abolish District Conferences, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


DES MOINES. 
H. H. O’Neal presented a memorial relating to a 
Judiciary Conference in the case of Peter St. Clair, 
which was referred to the Committee on Judiciary. 


ERIE. 

W. P. Bignell presented a petition from Petersburgh, 
Ohio, signed by William Cunningham and twelve others, 
in reference to Conference boundaries, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

G. W. Chesbro presented petitions in regard to secret 
oath-bound organizations from the following places: 
From Freeport} Illinois, signed by J. A. Bardell and 
fifty-one others; from Sparta, Ohio, signed by Alexander 
Needels and sixty-two others; from Richland, Wisconsin, 
signed by Seth Austin and sixty-five others; from Bound- 
ary, Ohio, signed by J. M. Davis and nineteen others ; 
from Sandyville, Ohio, signed by Wheeler Sanford and 
twenty others; from Galion, Ohio, signed by James 
Auten and six others; from Ellington, New York, signed , 
by John Benedict and fifty-three others; from Bloom- 
ington, Ohio, signed by James M’Farland and two others; 
from. Iberia, Ohio, signed. by Alexander Campbell and 
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fourteen others; and they were all referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church. 


EAST OREGON AND WASHINGTON. 


J. H. Wilbur presented a paper opposing the consol- 
idation of the “ California” and “ Pacific Christian Ad- 
vocates,” which was referred to the Committee on the 
Book Concern. 

ILLINOIS. 


James Leaton presented the protest of Hillsborough 
Station against being transferred from the Illinois to 
the Southern Illinois Conference, which was referred to 
the Committee on Boundaries. 

R. N. Davies presented the memorial of the Mattoon 
District Conference in relation to District Conferences, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

He also presented the memorial of the Quarterly Con- 
ference of Martinsville Circuit in relation to the book 
debt of P. F. Thornburgh, and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 


KANSAS. 
J. Pipher presented the action of the Kansas Lay 
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sentation, which was referred to the Committee on Lay 
Representation. 

He also presented the action of the same body on the 
subject of the Presiding Eldership, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 


MINNESOTA. 


G. W. T. Wright presented a memorial from J. H. 
Johnson and others on the subject of a weekly paper 
for our Norwegian and Swedish members, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


MISSOURI. 


S. G. Brock presented the resolution of the Missouri 
Lay Electoral Conference on Lay Representation in 
the Bishop’s Council, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy. 
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NORTH OHIO. 


George Mather presented an extract from the Jour- 
nal of the North Ohio Conference in relation to a lady 
editor of the “ Ladies’ Repository,” which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


J. L. Smith presented the action of the North-west 
Indiana Conference against the election of Presiding 
Elders, which was referred to the Committee on Itin- 
erancy. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


B. Mitchell presented a memorial from Alden Charge, 
North-west Iowa Conference, on the subject of Confer- 
ence boundaries, which was referred to the Committee 
on Boundaries. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


I. S. Bingham presented the report of a Committee 
of the Northern New York Conference on the subject 
of discounts on books, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern. 

He also presented an extract from the Journal of the 
‘Conference on the same subject, which was also referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

E. C. Bruce presented the memorial of Ward W. 
Hunt on the form for the public reception of members, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


NORTH INDIANA. 


A. C. Swayzee presented the action of the North 
Indiana Lay Electoral Conference on the subject of 
boundaries, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


NEWARK. 


George J. Ferry returned a paper referring both to 
Lay Delegation and an Elective Presiding Eldership, 
and stated that the Committee on Lay Representation 
had taken that part of the paper relating to Lay Dele- 
gation, and desired that the balance of the paper be now 
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referred to the Committee on Itinerancy, and it was so 
ordered. 

He also returned a paper referred to the Committee 
on Lay Representation, and requested its reading and 
reference to some other committee. The paper was 
then read and referred to the Committee on the State 
of the Church. 


NEW YORK. 


H. B. Ridgaway presented a memorial on mission 
work among the Spanish population, which was referred 
to the Committee on Missions. 


NEW ENGLAND. 


J. Cummings presented a memorial from the officers 
of the American Peace Society on the subject of Inter- 
national Peace Arbitration, which was referred to the 
Committee on the State of the Church. 

W. F. Warren presented a memorial from the Lynn 
District Stewards against the electing of Sunday-school 
superintendents by Quarterly Conferences, which was 
referred to the Committee on Sunday-Schools. 


OHIO. 


R. W. Manly presented a memorial of the Preachers’ 
Meeting of Columbus, Ohio, protesting against division 
of the territory of the Ohio Conference, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

T. W. Stanley presented the memorial of S. C. 
Frampton, of the North Ohio Conference, asking cer- 
tian verbal alterations in the Discipline, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the memorial of T. H. Monroe and 
himself on a new form for the baptismal service, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

He also presented the memorial of I. F. King, and 
five other members of the Ohio Conference, on the or- 
dination of Local Preachers, which was referred to the 
Committee on Itinerancy. 

R. W. Manly presented a memorial from the official 
meetings and members of the several congregations in 
the city of Zanesville protesting against any division 
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of the territory of the Ohio Conference, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial from J. W. Dillon and 
others protesting against any division of the territory 
of the Ohio Conference, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. ; 

R. W. Manly presented sundry memorials and pro- 
tests concerning division of the Ohio Conference, which 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


PITTSBURGH. 


I. C. Pershing presented a memorial signed by Will- 
iam B. Watkins concerning the Ritual, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals. 


TROY. 


J. M. Webster presented memorials from Winooski, 
Castleton, and Brandon Quarterly Conferences, and 
sundry persons, relating to boundaries, which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

He also presented a memorial signed by O. F. Thom- 
son relating to changes in Church economy, which 
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T. A. Griffin presented a memorial from Burlington 
Quarterly Conference relating to boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


VIRGINIA. 


A. J. Porter presented a memorial from the Washing- 
ington Conference relating to the division of said 
Conference, which was referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 


WESTERN NEW YORK. 


S. Hunt presented the petition, of nine persons 
against a change of Conference name, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Bishop Simpson presented a petition from missionaries 
in Norway concerning the organization of an Annual 
Conference, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Missions; also, one from M. J. Cramer, which was re- 
ferred to the same Committee. 
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WISCONSIN. 


W. P. Stone presented a memorial from O. E. Peter- 
son and others relating to a Norwegian Catechism, 
which was referred to the Committee on that subject. 

He also presented a memorial concerning the organi- 
zation of a Norwegian Mission Conference, which was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 

W. Hamilton presented a memorial from the Minis- 
terial Association of Kilburn District asking changes 
in Discipline, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 

WYOMING. 

J. G. Eckman presented the action of the Conference 
on the subject of boundaries, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

The call of the Conferences for resolutions and mis- 
cellaneous business was taken up. 


BALTIMORE. 


T. R. Carskadon offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern, namely : 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that the 
official papers of the Church should so elucidate and advocate the 
peculiar doctrines of the Church as to give to each his portion of meat 
in due season, and thus avoid the necessity of the introduction of 
other papers for that purpose. 


CENTRAL GERMAN. 


J. Rothweiler, one of the Fraternal Delegates to the 
General Conference of the Evangelical Association, pre- 
sented a report of his visit to that body, which was read, 
as follows: 


To the General Conference of the M. E. Church, assembled in Bal- 
timore, May, 1876. 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: By the action of the General 
Conference of 1872 Rev. Jacob Rothweiler and Rey. J. F. Chal- 
fant, D.D., were appointed Fraternal Delegates to the General Con- 
ference of the Evangelical Association, which met in the city of 
Philadelphia, Pa., on the 14th day of October, 1875; and while I 
regret that my colleague, Dr. Chalfant, was unable, on account of 
sickness, to be present, yet it gives me great pleasure to say that 
Rev. Bishop Simpson, D.D., who had then just returned from his 
episcopal visit in Europe, kindly consented to accompany me, 
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though not as a delegate, but as a friend and brother. We were 
cordially received, and a suitable hour on the 24th of April, was 
fixed for the formal presentation of your delegates, and to hear what 
they had to say. Our fraternal message and addresses were re- 
ceived, as they were delivered, in the spirit of Christian fraternity 
and love. It is due that I should say, that the brethren were 
especially pleased and greatly encouraged by the address of Bishop 
Simpson, which was so rich in thought, sympathetic in love, and 
inspiring for Christian hearts. 

The Conference appointed two of its honored members, the Rev. 
J. M. Carothers, of Pennsylvania, and Rev. W. F. Schneider, of 
Cleveland, O., to bear their fraternal greetings to your body, who 
will, it is hoped, be able to appear before you at your present ses- 
sion in Baltimore. 

In the hope that the fraternal relations between the Evangelical 
Association, an Episcopal Methodistic body, and the M. E. Church 
may be perpetual, unless dissolved by an organic union, 

Respectfully submitted, JAcCoB ROTHWEILER. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 


N. S. Buckingham offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, Our Lord’s prayer, in complete and perfect form, is 
found on record in only one place in the New Testament, namely, 
Matthew vi, 9-13; therefore, 

kesolved, That this form be substituted and published in our book 
of Discipline instead of that form now in use. 


DES MOINES. 


E. M. H. Fleming offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: | 


kesolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the expe- 
diency of striking out the words “ Holy Catholic Church,” and insert 
in lieu thereof the words “ one universal Church of Christ” in the 
baptismal ritual. 


HOLSTON. 


H. Presnell offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Education: 


Whereas, We have always, as a Church, accepted the work of 
education as a duty enjoined by our commission ‘‘to teach all na- 
tions ;” and, 

Whereas, A system of common schools is indispensable to the per- 
petuation of republican institutions ; and, 

Whereas, The very existence of our common schools is endangered 
by the combined and persistent efforts of the Romanists and others ; 
therefore, 

feesolved, That we will encourage every effort calculated to make 
our common schools permanent and more efficient. 

kesolved, That, in our judgment, the division of the common school 
funds among religious denominations for educational purposes is 
wrong in principle, and hostile to the spirit of our free institutions 
and the cause of education as well. 
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J. W. Ramsey offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Holston and Georgia Conferences be permitted 
to organize during the next four years a Conference to include East 
Tennessee and such counties of Georgia as lie north of Floyd and 
Barton Counties, provided a majority of the colored ministers in East 
Tennessee and these counties in Georgia desire it, and the Bishop 
presiding concurs. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed to con- 
sider and report upon the propriety of so changing the second Re- 
strictive Rule that it shall read, ‘‘ They shall not allow of more than 
one ministerial representative for every fourteen members of the 
Annual Conference, nor allow of a less number than one for every 
sixty,” etc. 


Also the following, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider and report upon the propriety of electing Sunday-school Super- 
intendents in all cases by the Quarterly Conference, and of placing 
the Sunday-schools more thoroughly under the control of the Quar- 
terly Conferences. e 


W. J. Henry offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Lay Representation : 

Resolved, That the next General Conference be and are hereby 
respectfully petitioned to arrange for the admission of Lay Delegates 
to seats in the Annual Conferences, to have equal rights and priv- 
ileges with the ministers in all matters save those affecting ministerial 
character. 


KANSAS. 


S. W. Lloyd offered the following, which was read and 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to take into 
consideration the change in the Restrictive Rule relating to the repre- 
sentation of the Annual Conferences in the General Conference, with 
instructions to report such a change as shall leave to the General 
Conference to fix the ratio of representation. 


MICHIGAN. 


W. H. Perrine offered the following, which was read 
and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, Methodism is not only local, but connectional ; and, 

Whereas, There is a constantly increasing demand not only for 
local papers for local purposes, but for a grand General Conference 
paper for general, official, and connectional purposes ; and, 
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Whereas, All the papers now under the patronage of this body, in 
their respective districts, have too much the character of locals to be 
largely of connectional value, and too much the character of connec- 
tionals to be of special value as locals ; and, 

Whereas, So far as financial profit or loss is concerned, according 
to the published reports of our Book Agents, with two exceptions, 
the Church would neither gain nor lose in any considerable sums by 
the continuance or discontinuance of General Conference patronage ; 
and, 

Whereas, The value of these papers as the local representatives of 
Methodism consists in the fact that they are local, not that they are 
official ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the supervision of all the papers hitherto under 
the patronage of this body save one, so soon as they shall have be- 
come self-supporting, be transferred, with all of their editorial and 
financial appointments, to the government of local boards of control, 
said boards to be chosen by the patronizing Conferences. 

Resolved, 2. That the New York ‘‘Christian Advocate” be so 
enlarged and improved as to make it commensurate to the needs 
and worthy to be styled the official organ of a great Church, and 
that to this end five of the ablest writers under the orders of this 
body be put in charge of its respective departments, to wit: first, 
the department of theological and ecclesiastical literature ; second, 
the department of education, science, and art; third, the depart- 
ment of news, religious and secular ; fourth, the department of mis- 
sions, home and foreign; and, fifth, the department of Sunday- 
school instruction ; the two latter to be in charge of the respective 
Secretaries of these departments. y 


Georgé B. Jocelyn offered the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the word ‘‘ Ladies” be dropped from the title of 
the ‘‘ Ladies’ Repository,” and that it be transformed into a general 
national magazine. 


Also the following, which was referred to the same 
Committee : 


Resolved, That the Book Agents, in making their report, shall 
hereafter report the real estate at its cost. 


MAINE. 


S. F. Wetherbee presented the following papers, which 
were referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Whereas, According to episcopal ruling, there is no provision by 
which to discontinue the District Conference where once inaugurated 
except by action of General Conference ; and, 

Whereas, The District Conference has in many localities proved 
a miserable failure from the non-attendance of its members ; and, 

Whereas, The influence of the District Conference has been to 
destroy the Quarterly Conference by absorbing its more important 
functions ; therefore, 

kesolved, That paragraph 127, page 63, be amended by adding 
the following provision: ‘‘ The District Conference may be discon- 
tinued on any district at the close of the Conference year by the bal- 
lot vote of a majority of the Quarterly Conferences on the District.” 
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On motion of W. S. Birch, the further reading of 
resolutions was dispensed with. - 


MINNESOTA. 


J. D. Blake offered the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Whereas, The duties of our General Superintendents are ‘‘to 
oe the spiritual and temporal business of our Church ;” there- 

ore, 

feesolved, That it is unwise, and contrary to the spirit of their 
office while exercising its functions, for them to publicly attempt to 
lead political movements, or to shape the nominations for important 
offices of State. 

Resolved, That in the management of the business of the Church, 
and in the service of the Prince of Peace, our General Superintend- 
ents should avoid unnecessarily exciting popular prejudice, and thus 
stirring up strife against our Church and people, (rather let them at- 
tempt to restore harmony and peace,) except it be to the sacrifice of 
truth, justice, and the interests of the cause of Christ. 


He also presented a paper from Rochester charge in 


‘regard to Duties of Bishops, which was referred to the 
Committee on Episcopacy. 


MISSOURI. 


J. W. Caughlan presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


_ . Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 

into the expediency of so amending the Discipline that the District 
Stewards shall meet in connection with the District Conference and 
submit their report to said Conference for action, as the Pastor’s es- 
timate is submitted to the Quarterly Conference, 


NEBRASKA. 


E. H. Rogers presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Church Ex- 
tension : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension be directed 
to inquire into, and, if found desirable, to report such amendment 
to the present methods of assisting needy Churches as shall leave 
the Church assisted, after the receipt of the assistance from the 
Society, free from all debt except to the Church Extension Society. 


NORTH OHIO. 


W. H. Painter presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of abolishing the District Conferences alto- 
gether or making them obligatory in the whole connection. If 
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continued voluntarily with the several districts, as now, that some 
provision be made whereby a District Conference once organized 
according to the requirements of the Discipline may, if found neces- 
sary, disband, and the powers taken from the Quarterly Conference 
sent to them again. Also, to define more definitely the powers of the 
District Conference in the renewal of license of Local Preachers 
and Exhorters. 


He also presented the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, It is believed by many that the necessity of a proba- 
tionary system of membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
no longer exists, and that by it a large number of her converts are 
lost to the Church every year, and that it is the occasion of back- 
sliding and loss of soul to many who do unite with the Church ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals are requested to con- 
sider the propriety of abolishing the probationary system of mem- 
bership as now existing in our Church, and prepare and present for 
adoption a suitable plan for the examination and reception of appli- 
cants for membership in the Church. 


NEWARK. 


L. R. Dunn offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the Rules of Order be so amended that they shall 
read, ‘‘ The Conference shall meet at nine o’clock A.M., and ad- 
journ at one o’clock P.M., and that the first half hour be spent in 
devotional services.” 


NEW ENGLAND. 


William Rice presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Reyvisals be instructed to con- 
sider the expediency of changing paragraph 329 of the Discipline so 
that it may read as follows: 

‘* A preacher is answerable on a complaint of maladministration 
to the Annual Conference of which he is a member, provided, how- 
ever, that the character of a preacher shall not be arrested for rul- 
ings in Church trials; but when a member claims that his rights _ 
have been infringed through the decisions of a minister, he may 
submit the law question involved for the decision of the Bishop at 
the ensuing session of the Annual Conference.” 


W.R. Clarke presented report of his official visit to 
the Wesleyan Conference of Eastern British America, 
which was read. [See Appendix, 59,| 

He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, There is a discrepancy between paragraph 128 and 
paragraph 135 of the Discipline ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of inserting after the word ‘‘ Stations,” in the 
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fifth line of paragraph 128 of the Discipline, the words, ‘‘who are 
members of our Church,” and of striking from the seventh line of 
the same paragraph the words, ‘‘ Trustees and.” 


On motion, the rules were suspended to receive the 
Fraternal Delegate of the Presbyterian Church, the 
Rev. F. I. Patton, D.D., Professor in the Theological 
Seminary of the North-west. 

He was introduced to the Conference, and made an 
address. [See Appendix, 40,] 

At the close of the address, Henry Wheeler offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted unanimously 
by a rising vote: 

Resolved, That we have received with great pleasure the Chris- 
tian salutations of the Presbyterian Church through their accom- 
plished representative, the Rev. Dr. Patton; and that we rejoice in 
the continual advancement of that branch of the Church of Christ, 
regarding her prosperity as the common heritage of all the Churches ; 


and that we will ever pray that her future may be as her past, only 
“much more abundant.” 


The call for resolutions was resumed. 


NEW YORK EAST. 


D. A. Goodsell presented the following resolution, 
_ which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be directed to in- 
quire into the expediency of requiring all ministers coming to us 
from other Churches or denominations to remain on probation two 
years before being admitted into full connection, said probation not 
to affect the recognition of their orders. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
W. J. Paxson presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of amending the Discipline, part ii, chapter i, 
section 3, by adding the following new paragraph: _ 

‘12°. To appoint at its first meeting after the session of the An- 
nual Conference a committee of not less than nine nor more than 
thirteen ministers and laymen, of whom the Presiding Elder shall 
be chairman ex officio, to be denominated the Standing Committee, 
who shall be consulted in all cases with respect to the location of 
new Church enterprises or edifices, or incorporation of Churches, or 
amendment of Church charters, and without whose written approval 
no houses of worship shall be purchased or erected in new locations, 
or any new Church organization effected or recognized.” 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
A. Webster presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be requested 
to take into consideration the practical value of a plan to encourage 
the establishment of local Church papers in various sections of our 
work, by furnishing one side of a printed sheet from our Book Con- 
cern at New York or Cincinnati, with the other side to be filled 
under the supervision of a local editor, who can give it interest and 
adaptation to meet the wants for a local paper within the section it 
is designed to serve, and that beyond this no financial liabilities be 
assumed by the Church in the establishment and maintenance of 
local papers. 


He also presented the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Education: 


Whereas, Most of the Southern States have adopted a plan for 
furnishing children within their bounds with the advantages of free 
schools ; and, 

Whereas, A serious difficulty in the way of securing such advan- 
tages is the want of suitable persons to be employed as teachers ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Education be requested to take 
into consideration the availability of a plan to meet this demand by 
encouraging and aiding in the transportation of teachers from other 
sections, and securing them positions as teachers in said schools. 


TROW. 


Thomas A. Griffin presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Church Ex- 
tension : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Church Extension be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of striking out the resolution requir- 
ing that a lien be placed on Churches receiving donations from the 
Church Extension Society, as found in the Appendix to the Book of 
Discipline, paragraph 33, resolution I. 


UPPER IOWA. 


J. B. Taylor presented the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 
Resolved, That, in the judgment of this General Conference, greater 


care should be taken by our Book Agents and Editors to furnish our 
people with distinctively religious reading in our weekly papers. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


J. W. W. Bolton and three others offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was read, and, on motion, laid on 
the table: 


Whereas, It is a fact well known that the business of legislative 
assemblies is never so fully expedited unless it is known that the 
time in which to work is limited to a specified number of days or 
weeks ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this General Conference fix upon Monday, May 29, 
at twelve M., as the time for adjournment. 
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WYOMING. 


H. Wheeler presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were read, and, on motion, adopted : 


Whereas, The Missionary work of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church must in all its essential features and character be one; 
and, 

_ _ Whereas, The relations of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety to the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
should, for harmony and unity, be made as close as possible, and in 
order to effect this it seems desirable that the Executive Committee 
of said Society should meet at the same time and near the same 
place as the General Committee of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church; and, 

Whereas, In order to get a clear view of the whole missionary 
work of our Church the reports of the two Societies should be pub- 
lished at the same time and in one volume; and, 

Whereas, It seems desirable to some that the treasuries of the 
two Societies should have a closer connection than they now have; 
and, 

Whereas, These changes can all be made without the least in- 
fringement upon the prerogatives of either Society ; therefore, 

Resolved, That a Committee of three be now appointed to visit 
the Executive Committee of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, now in session in Washington, to confer with them, and, if 
possible, bring about so desirable a result. 


Bishop Harris announced the Committee to visit the 
Executive Committee of the Woman's Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, nainely: Henry Wheeler, William P. Stowe, 
H. B. Ridgaway. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


kesolved, That the following report on the Presiding Eldership, 
adopted by the General Conference of 1820, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy for consideration : 

“The Committee appointed to confer with the Bishops on a plan 
to conciliate the wishes of the brethren on the subject of choosing 
Presiding Elders, recommend to the Conference the adoption of the 
following resolution, to be inserted in the proper place in our Dis- 
cipline ; 

ze Resolved, That whenever in any Annual Conference there shall be 
a vacancy or vacancies in the office of Presiding Elder, in conse- 
quence of his period of service of four years having expired, or the 
Bishop wishing to remove any Presiding Elder, or by death or other- 
wise, the Bishop or President of the Conference, having ascertained 
the number wanted from any of these causes, shall nominate three 
times the number, out of which the Conference shall elect by, ballot, 
without debate, the number wanted; provided, when there is more 
than one wanted, not more than three at one time shall be nominated, 
nor more than one at a time elected ; provided also, that in case of 
any vacancy or vacancies in the office of the Presiding Elder in the 
interval of any Annual Conference, the Bishop shall have authority 
to fill said vacancy until the ensuing Annual Conference.” 
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J. M. Walden presented the report of the Board of 
Managers of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Freedmen. [See 4f- 


pendix, 50,] 
CALIFORNI:.. 


W. S. Turner presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, There is nothing specific in our General Rules forbid- 
ding the manufacturing spixituous liquors and abetting therein ; 
and, 

Whereas, In certain portions of our connection, especially in Cal- 
ifornia in the wine districts, we are involved in trouble on this point ; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That this General Conference at its present session be 
earnestly urged to give us immediate relief in this matter, or meas- 
ures looking thereto. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


M. Adams presented ‘the following document, which 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church: 


Whereas, The Mississippi Legislature has given $1,000 toward 
purchasing a monument to the memory of Rev. James Lynch; and, 

Whereas, The Presiding Elders, and ministers, and congregations 
in the Mississippi Conference have raised $200 for said monument ; 
and, 

Whereas, There are $600 yet remaining unpaid ; and, 

Whereas, Mrs. L. Lynch has given a lien on her house and lot to 
get her husband’s monument finished ; and, 

Whereas, Her lot and house are likely to be sold for said debt, 

We therefore respectfully ask this honorable body of Bishops and 
ministers, and laymen and ‘friends, to help the widow in this struggle. 


The call for reports from Standing and Special Com- 
mittees was made. 

The Committee on Missions presented Report No. I, 
which was read, and laid over under the rule. 

The Committee also presented Report No. II, which 
was laid over and ordered to be printed. 

The Committee on Church Extension presented Re- 
port No. I, which was adopted, as follows : 


The Committee on Church Extension respectfully return the fol- 
lowing resolution, and recommend that it be adopted, and that the 
Committee be appointed as proposed. 

Resolved, That a Committee of seven be appointed to prepare and 
report to this body'a paper on the exemption from taxation of prop- 
erty belonging to religious, educational, and charitable institutions. 


J. P. Newman moved that the Committee on Corre- 
spondence be instructed to nominate Fraternal Delegates 
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to the various Christian Churches which have sent Fra- 
ternal Delegates to this body. 

Amendments and substitutes having been offered, the 
following was finally adopted: 

Resolved, That the Bishops nominate the Fraternal Delegates, and 
the Committee on Correspondence name the number thereof. 

On motion of K. P. Jervis, the Bishops were re- 
quested to nominate one of their own number to visit 
the British Wesleyan Conference. 

A similar motion with reference to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, was laid on the table. 

Reuben Nelson offered the following, which was 
adopted : : 


Resolved, That the Book Agents be authorized to pay. the neces- 
sary expenses of members of the Commission on the Ecclesiastical 
Code, authorized by the last General Conference. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. The doxol- 
ogy was sung, and the benediction pronounced by 
Bishop Scott. 


TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 16, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Ames 
in the chair. 

Religious exercises were conducted by Cyrus 
Brooks. 

The Journal of .yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Bishep Harris announced.the following Special Com- 
mittees : 


ON TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY. 

A. M’Keown, W. J. Henry, 

C. E. Hendrickson, J. Horner, 

E. M’Chesney, N. B. Moore, 
Peter Bohl. 


ON THE METROPOLITAN CHURCH. 
Will Cumback, J. B. Weaver, 
C. Aultman. 


The regular,call for memorials, petitions, and appeals 
was taken up. 
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CALIFORNIA. 


H. C. Benson presented memorial from John Spen- 
cer and one other asking for a definition of the status 
of the Bishops, which was referred to the Committee on 
Revisals. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


G. R. Palmer presented the action of Central Illi- 
nois Conference in regard to the Presiding Elders, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

J. G. Evans presented abstract from Journal of Cen- 
tral Illinois Conference in regard to District Confer- 
ences, and it was referred to the Committee on Itiner- 
ancy. 

He also presented memorial from W. M. Clark in 
regard to baptism, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revisals. 

He also presented memorial from M. H. M’Gavran 
on class-meetings, and it was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the State of the Church. 

J. M. Walden presented a memorial in reference to 
changes in paragraphs 277 and 278 of the Discipline, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revisals. 


DETROIT. 


Arthur Edwards presented two papers from the Flint 
District Conference, one asking the abolition of District 
Conferences, the other adverse to the elective Presiding 
Eldership, and they were both referred to the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy. 


ERIE. 


G. W. Clark presented petition of Centennial Educa- 
tional Convention, held in Jamestown, New York, 
against any change in boundaries of Erie Conference, 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 


MISSISSIPPI. 


A. C. M’Donald presented transcript from Jour- 
nal of the Conference on the election of a Bishop of 
color, and it was referred to the Committee on Epis- 
copacy. 
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NEWARK. 


S. B. Ransom presented memorial of John M. Howe, 
on Church debts and costly churches, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Church Extension. 


NEW ENGLAND. . 


A. M’Keown presented resolution: of the Boston 
Preachers’ Meeting on a statue of Bishop Asbury, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

NEW YORK. 


_ John Miley presented report of the Trustees of the 


Minard Home, which was referred to the Committee on 
Missions. [See Appendix, 58,] 


NEW YORK EAST. 

A. S. Hunt presented report of John-street Church 
to the General Conference; also, nominations for the 
Board of Trustees of said Church, and they were re- 
ferred to the Committee on John-street Church. 


ROCK RIVER. 


C. H. Fowler presented memorial from C. G. Smith 
in relation to the Freedmen’s Aid Society, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Freedmen. 


TENNESSEE. 


_ John Braden presented memorial from West Tennes- 
see District Conference against division of the Confer- 
ence on the Color line, which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on the State of the Church. 


VIRGINIA. 


A. J. Porter presented a paper from the Conference 
on Church property, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church. 


WEST WISCONSIN. 


P. S. Mather presented petition of J, Lester Williams 
asking for change in Discipline on the subject of Chris- 


tian Baptism, and it was referred to the Committee on 


Revisals. 
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The call of Conferences for resolutions and miscel- 
laneous business was then made. 


BALTIMORE. 
A. Hartman presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which weré referred to the Committee on 
Sunday-Schools and Tracts : 


Whereas, Our Sunday-school Hymn Book does not meet the pres- 
ent wants of our schools, and has largely fallen into disuse ; and, 

Whereas, Our people are patronizing to a great extent the publi- 
cations of other houses than our own ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be instructed to publish such a 
Sunday-school Hymn Book as will meet the requirements of the 
Methodist schools at the present time: 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS. 


W. H. Hunter presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book 
Concern : 


Resolved, That the Book Committee be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of instructing the Book Agents, in making their usual 
exhibit to the Annual Conferences, to give the name of each period- 
ical under their management, and also to give the profits and losses 
connected with their publication: 


Also the following resolution, which was referred to_ 
the same Committee : 

Resolved, That the Book Committée be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of instructing the Book Agents, if any of them should be 
appointed treasurers for any of the benevolent societies of the Church, 


that no moneys passing through their hands as such treasurers 
should be allowed to appear on the books of our Book Concern. 


J _G. Evans and two others presented the following 
preamble and resolution, which were read and referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, It is the great object of our publishing interests to aid 
the pastors of our Churches and teachers in our Church schools in 
the noble work of instructing the people and giving a Christian cult- 
ure to each successivé genération ; and, 

Whereas, The Church must largely depend upon the culture 
of young men and women who go out from our Church schools for 
her efficient workers in the future ; and, 

Whereas, It is of the highest importance that our universities and 
colleges be well supplied with the best religious literature, to which 
the students may have free access ; and, 

Whereas, Our colleges have ever been the conservators of Meth- 
odism, and the great centers of spiritual power, from which many 
of our most successful ministers and laymen have gone out to labor 
for the Master ; therefore, 
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Resolved, That our Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati be May 16. 
and are hereby instructed to furnish for the library of each school of Fourrmunra 
Theology, University, and College under the controi and patronage Day. 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church a copy of each book and pam- 
phlet that shall hereafter be issued from the New York or the West- 
ern Book Concern, and also to furnish for the reading-rooms of said 
institutions of learning copies of all our Advocates, the Quarterly 
Review, and Ladies’ Repository, provided that all postage and ex- 
penses of carriage shall be paid by the institutions severally. 


CENTRAL 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. PENNSYL- 


VANIA,. 
D. S. Monroe presented the following preamble and Transferred 


i b pan Ay 3 Preachers. 
resolution in regard to admission into Annual Conferences, 
which were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Whereas, It is customary for many of our Churches to ask for 
Pastors who are not members of the Annual Conference within the 
bounds of which said Churches are situated, thereby crowding the 
Conference, to the detriment of the members thereof, and often em- 
barrassing the Bishops ; therefore, 

kesolved, That Annual Conferences shall have the right to vote 
upon the question of the admission of transferred preachers into 
their body. 


CINCINNATI. CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden offered the following paper, which was EE 
referred to the Committee on Revisals : 


The Discipline provides, page 112, paragraphs 276, 277, and 278, 
as follows : 

“276. It shall be the further duty of the Preachers in charge: 

“‘277. I. To make a regular catalogue of the Societies in towns 
and cities as they live in the streets. 

“278. II. To leave his successor a particular ‘account of the Cir- 
cuit, including an account of the subscribers for our periodicals.” 

To change paragraphs 277 and 278 to read as follows: 

“277. I. To make a regular catalogue of the Societies in towns 
and cities as they live in the streets, which, together with a particu- 
lar account of the Circuit, he shall prepare for and leave with his 
successor. , 

‘978. II. This shall include, i. An alphabetical list of both the 
names and residences of the members and congregations, including 
their families. 2. The relation of the parents to the Church, and 
of their children to the Sunday-school and Church, and whether 
these have been baptized. 3. The names of all the subscribers to 
our Church periodicals, 4. The times and places of preaching, ~ 
prayer-meetings, Sunday-schools, and classes, and names of official 
members.” 


Granville Moody presented the following resolutions, ee 
which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: eae 
Resolved, That the official approval of the General Conference be 


given to the book entitled ‘‘ Baker on the Discipline.” Neglect to 
Resolved, That the willful neglect of the assumed obligation to si paar se 
oney to 


contribute to the support of the Gospel and the various benevolent 41 deg 
enterprises of the Church, etc., (item 594,) shall be actionable as ag neglect 
a neglect of duty, and be added in item 339. of duty. 
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Resolved, That all the Superintendents of our Sabbath-schools 
shall be appointed by the Quarterly Conference of each Circuit or 
Station on the recommendation of the Preacher in charge of such 
pastoral work, and a majority of the teachers and officers of the 
school and Official Board of the Church where the school is located. 

Resolved, That the word ‘‘ ordinance” be substituted for the word 
“sacrament”? wherever it occurs in the Discipline. 

‘Resolved, That the words ‘‘or may remand it for a new trial” be 
added to the fifteenth line of item 363, so as to read ‘‘ from which 
minutes the case shall be determined, or may remand,” etc. 

Resolved, That a certificate of membership in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church shall be valid only for six months, unless the holder 
shall show to the Preacher in charge and the Leaders and Stewards’ 
Meeting satisfactory reasons for not presenting it. 

Resolved, That the last sentence of item 490, to wit, ‘‘In no case, 
however, shall the Church or Conference be holden accountable for 
any deficiency, as in the case of debt,” be stricken out. 


EAST OREGON AND WASHINGTON. 


J. H. Wilbur presented the following paper, which 
was referred to the Committee on Missions : 


Whereas, The Indian Service, under the present policy, has been 
turned over to the different Churches, giving the Churches the privi- 
lege of nominating the agent, and the agents appointed thus by the 
Churches the nomination of their employés ; and, 

Whereas, The Indians gathered on the different agencies, under 
the direction of agents and employés thus appointed, are entirely free 
to missionary effort; and, 

Whereas, In the adoption of the present policy the Government 
invites and exhorts the co-operation of the Churches in civilizing and 
Christianizing the Indians; and, 

Whereas, Wherever faithful missionary work has been performed 
great and glorious results have followed in the salvation of the In- 
dians ; therefore, 

Resolved, That while the Church, through her missionary societies, 
is contributing largely of her means for the salvation of the heathen 
in foreign lands, and of the Chinamen coming to our shores, the In- 
dians, natives of our own soil, have peculiar claims upon the sympathies 
and labors of the Church for their elevation. 


HOLSTON. 


H. Presnell presented the following preamble and re- 
solution, which were referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts: 


Whereas, The Sunday-school work of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the South and South-west, for want of concentrated effort, 
for want of Sunday-school literature, and for want of supervision, 
fails to produce the desired results ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Sunday-Schools be requested to 
devise some plan by which an agent may be put in this field to or- 
ganize and superintend this important work. 


ILLINOIS. 


W. S. Prentice presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


1876.] Journal of the General Conference. 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in. 
structed to consider the propriety of requiring the use of our Standard 
Hymn Book invariably in our regular public services; and that said 
Committee further inquire into the expediency of instructing the Book 
Agents to give in all future editions of the Standard Hymn Book.the 


page in the Hymn and Tune Book on which each hymn may be 
found. 


MINNESOTA. 


J. D. Blake presented the following paper, which 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


I. That, as the value of the real estate of the New York Book 
Concern has been reduced by the estimate of the Book Committee 
since last General Conference $160,904 13—nearly 20 per cent. dis- 
count on previous valuation—it be ascertained if the property is 
now worth more or less than that valuation ; and if so large a decline 
in values does not make the rentals of the Concern much higher than 
ordinary rents, after adding interest on investment, taxes, insurance, 
and expenses ; and if the carrying of such large amounts of real 
estate is not a dangerous and unwise policy, which should be rem- 
edied ; and why the investment in land in New Jersey and Long 
Island ; and should not the net profits of the New York Concern 
of $219,512 12 be reduced by the reduction of real estate to 
$160,904 13, leaving but $58,607 99, which is much less than the 
net profits of the Western Book Concern; and whether the decrease 
in capital value from November 30, 1871, ($1,055,179 57,) to June 
29, 1872, ($794,175 17,) equaling $261,004 40, and exceeding the 
profits for the succeeding three years of $219,512 12 by $41,492 28, 
does not prove a real loss, instead of g per cent. profit, as reported. 

2, That the policy of buying property in San Francisco, unavail- 
able as a Book Depository, while using a building for its purposes 
on a long lease with several years to run, be considered, and whether, 
with the interest on property equal to some $3,600, currency value 
and expenses, an excessive rental is not paid for the uses of the 
““ California Christian Advocate,’ and to ascertain the terms of lease 
and length of time to run on the store used as a Depository. 

3. That as to the statement ‘‘ Capital as per Ledger,” pages 5 
and 7, New York Agents’ Report, it be ascertained if the amounts 
there stated are from actual invoices. 

4. That it be recommended that the annual reports be made up 
to April 30 of each year, that the report may show at the next Gen- 
eral Conference how the Book Concern stands at that time; or, if 
this is impracticable, that both Concerns close their reports Decem- 
ber 31 of each year. 

5. That item No. 4, in exhibit of assets, temporary loans, ($114,050,) 
the securities and rate of interest, and to whom the loans are made, 
be ascertained; and whether of these temporary loans and cash on 
hand, amounting to about $170,000, a large portion should not be 
applied toward payment of its notes and mortgages. 

6. That while the former standard of invoice, that of the assumed 
selling price, was the worst kind of financial fiction, yet it be ascer- 
tained if at the present standard of cost the real values are worth the 
rates of cost fixed in the invoice. 

7. That, whereas periodicals have been charged for work and ma- 
terial at the same rate as to outside parties, should not the basis of 
such charges be at cost, and make the periodicals chargeable for 
their proportion of rents and general expenses, according to room 
used and volume of business. 

8. That the reports of the Agents near the close, recommending 
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that the profits be not diverted from the improvement and cheap- 
ening of publications, be carefully considered, and that the book 
trade be encouraged in the sale of our publications by a wider dif- 
ference in discounts between their rates and those to preachers. 

g. That the meaning of the expression in report, page Ig, ‘‘ by the 
offer of issuing an edition” for a Methodist author, ‘‘to secure him 
an outside publisher,” and its policy be ascertained. 

10. That the resolution of the Book Committee, that the support 
of the Bishops should be by the Church, separate from the Book 
Concern, be affirmed. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern investigate 
the causes of the large losses occurring in the Boston Book Depository 
in the three years, amounting to $13,597 82, with sales of $327,472 84 ; 
also at Buffalo, a loss of $1,723 34 in the past year ; also at San Fran- 
cisco, a loss last year of $4,016 83, being more than has ever been 
made, and which would be largely increased by adding fair value 
for rentals ; also at Chicago, a loss during the last three years of 
$23,550 62, which, with a fair rental for real estate, would swell the 
loss to more than $60,000 on sales of over $550,000, and not include 
losses in the former quadrennium of over $100,000 ; also at St. 
Louis, a loss during the last three years of $10,860 26 on about 
one quarter of a million dollars’ sales, which, with a fair estimate of 
value of real estate rental, would swell the loss to over $15,000; 
also at Atlanta, a loss of $19,447 98 in four years on only $44,611 87 
sales; and that this Committee ascertain, as far as possible, the 
manner of conducting the business, the clerical force, and how em- 
ployed, at each of these Depositories, and any facts tending to show 
why these losses have occurred, and report upon any safeguards that 
may prevent future losses, and upon the expediency of closing up 
any of said Depositories ; also report upon the methods of doing busi- 
ness, and keeping books and accounts at the different Depositories, 


He also presented the following paper, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Affairs of the Western Book 
Concern be directed to ascertain— 

i. To what extent the Western Book Concern is, or was at the 
date of its statement, owing subscribers for advance payment on 
periodical subscriptions. 

2. If the items of presses, plates, printing paper; material, and tools 
in bindery and stereotype foundry, not estimated as available assets 
in the memorial of individuals from Baltimore Conference, amount- 
ing to $154,042 61, (such machinery and material being subject by 
use to constantly changing value and to depreciation) be of the true 
value as stated in the report ; and whether they are available assets 
at the value therein fixed; and what is the manner of fixing the 
standard of such value—whether from actual invoice at value or cost, 
or from books of the Concern, showing only what should belong to 
such items as aggregate cost. 

How much of the $33,739 80 of additional estimated value re- 
ported to real estate in St. Louis and Chicago belongs to each city, 
and the reason for the increased estimate by the Committee, and to 
what figures were the additions made. 

Whether, at the present time, the property is worth its appraisal, 

Whether the additions by purchase in these cities are now worth the 
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cost of purchase ; and whether all the real estate is at present worth 
the amount published in the statement. 

4. How far the statement, page 6, of the Western Book Concern, 
that the business for four years shows by our books a profit of 
$93,311 81, is vetified by actual invoice and real cash values; and 
whether the following statement of the business: Making up the 
loss from reduced valuation of real estate of $26,575 86, making ac- 
tual profits $119,887 67, there should. not be deducted $33, 739 80 
therefrom for increase of valuation in real estate in Chicago and 
St. Louis. 

5. The rate of interest now paid on $38,000 mortgage on Chicago, 
and $30,000 mortgage on St. Louis property, and the terms of pay- 
ment of mortgage. 

6. How long has the leasehold in St. Louis to run, and what its 
present value ; and whether, if not needed for present use, it should 
not be sold to increase cash or available assets. 

7. How much more or less than fair rental value for the needs of 
the Book Concern at different places does the real estate cost, charg- 
ing as rental a fair rate of interest on capital invested, (perhaps tak- 
ing the interest paid on mortgages as a basis ;) also, insurance, taxes, 
repairs, and expenses on the same, and deducting receipts from 
rentals now received. 

8: Whether the Agents’ Reports should not, in accordance with 
paragraph 435, separately specify the profit or loss on books, peri- 
odicals, etc: ; also, the profit or loss on outside job work, and if it is 
in accordance with Church policy to do such work; also, the profit 
or loss on merchandise outside of our book and, periodical depart- 
ments, and how far it is expedient to extend this branch of the busi- 
ness ; also, the profit or loss in publishing subscription books, and 
any losses that may have occurred from accounts made in these 
branches of the business ; also, the expediency of publishing exclu- 
sive subscription books not distributed directly through the Deposi- 
tories of our Church. 

g. By what standard the cost of books is determined, and whether, 
in the exhibit of the Book Concern, all rents, expenses, interest, etc., 
are taken into account in reckoning costs. / 

1o. What books have been published whose sales have not exceed- 
ed two thousand copies, and which, therefore, have not paid for ste- 
reotype plates from present rates of profits ; and whether all neces- 
sary cate is exercised in publishing books of a limited circulation. 

11. How the statement of but five months’ business now outstanding 
harmonizes with the Chicago Depository account, showing sales for 
1875 of $88,016 56, (besides periodicals supposed to be always cash in 
advance,) while the outstanding notes and accounts are $102,634 05, 
or fifteen per cent. more than the entire year’s sales now out on credit ; 
and also, whether the charge that one of the Depositories is conduct- 
ed with exceptional looseness and lack of discrimination in credits, 
and of energy in collections,and a general sleepiness of manage- 
ment that cannot insure success, be correct ; and also to ascertain the 
propriety of the statement of losses on page 22, Western Book Agents’ 
report, showing a third of one per cent. only as charged to profit and 
loss in sixteen years, while twenty-five per cent. of all accounts on 


hand are estimated as probable losses, largely increasing this per’ 


centage ; also, what is the amouut of credits overdue more than one 
year, and whether, except facts show to the contrary, they should not 
be considered worthless, adding thereto such more recent accounts 
as are supposed to be uncollectable ; and whether the amount of 
notes and accounts then left be more or less than seventy-five per 
cent. of the whole amount ; also, whether interest, and at what rates, 
is collected on accounts not paid within ninety days, now allowed as 
cash notes; also, whether or not, a large portion of the profits 1s 
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absorbed in carrying a load of past-due accounts; and whether 
those not availing themselves of the liberal cash rates offered, are not 
unworthy of credit on ordinary business principles. 

12. The debt due from Western to New York house, rate of inter- 
est paid, on how long time, and what amount past due, if any. 

13. The correctness of the Agents of the Western Book Concern’s 
statement, pages 17 and 18, and concerning the profits on sales from. 
cost of manufacture of about three hundred per cent. ; also, whether 
the retail price of books may not be largely reduced, by more effi- 
cient management, greater economy, and larger distribution through 
the book trade, thereby discontinuing unprofitable Depositories, and 
still affording a large net profit. The present gains seem not to 
bear proper proportion to the increasing sales. 


NEWARK. 


J. F. Hurst presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education: 


Candidates for the ministry who may be in attendance at any one 
of our recognized Theological Schools, or have graduated regularly 
from the same, shall not be required to pass an examination on such 
studies as they may have pursued at the Theological School ; pro- 
vided, however, they furnish’a written certificate, signed by the 
President and Secretary of the Faculty, to their having passed a 
satisfactory examination in said studies, 


He also presented the report of the Drew Theological 
Seminary, which was referred ta the Committee on Edu- 
cation. [See Appendix, 54,] 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


L. D. Barrows offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be requested to inquire 
if there is not already a dangerous and harmful growth of forms and 
ritualism in our book of Discipline. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Thomas Hanlon offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Whereas, The Scriptures do not prohibit persons on account of 
sex from entering the wider fields of opportunity for every good word 
and work ; and, : 

Whereas, It would greatly add to the working forces of the 
Church to admit Christian women to certain offices of the Church; 
and, : 

Whereas, Many women of our Church are now practically doing 
the work of said offices without official recognition or authority ; 
therefore be it 

kesolved, That paragraphs 77, 78, 80, 297, 298, 299, 300, 301, 
305, and 307 be so amended that women shall be eligible to the 
office of Leader, Steward, Exhorter, and Local Preacher, 
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NEW YORK EAST. 


D. A. Goodsell offered the following, and it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Reyisals be directed to consider 
the propriety of striking out from the form for the reception of mem- 
bers into full connection the last question and answer relating to the 
contribution of earthly substance in paragraph 594. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. | 


John L. Smith offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church: 


Whereas, As ‘‘embassadors” of the Lord Jesus Christ, we are 
acting under the high commission, ‘‘Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature ;” and, 

Whereas, Our itinerant evangelical labor for and care of the 
flocks over which the Holy Ghost hath made us overseers is of the 
issues of the great commission, and should be maintained intact ; 
and, 

Whereas, The high places of honor and trust, such as that of 
Agents, Editors, and Missionary Secretaries, have enough in them 
to allure the Pastor, and lead him to desire such positions, even 
without unjust discriminations in his favor in the matter of salary ; 

therefore, 
' Resolved, 1. That we have, as we have ever had, an abiding con- 
viction that the itinerant system in the Methodist Episcopal Chuich 
should be maintained in all its vigor, and handed. down to the gen- 
erations following unimpaired as we received it from the fathers. 

Resolved, 2. That the Book Committee, or those to whom shall be 
committed the duty of fixing the salaries of the General Conference 
officers hereafter to be elected, are hereby instructed to fix said sal- 
aries so as to make them equal to but not above the average salary 
of the Pastor or Pastors in the town or city where any such General 
Conference officer may reside. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


T. W. Price presented the following paper, which was 
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, At the organization of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
the fathers declared it to be their belief ‘‘ that God’s design in raising 
up the preachers called Methodists in America was to reform the 
continent and spread Scripture holiness over the lands ;” and, 

Whereas, This declaration of God’s design ‘‘in raising up the 
preachers called Methodists” has been repeated in every quadrennial 
edition of our Discipline over the signatures of our Bishops ; and, 

Whereas, The Church at an early date began to print and circu- 
late religious books as an important means to the accomplishment 
of the work of reforming the continent and ‘‘spreading Scripture 
holiness over these lands ;’”’ and, i 

Whereas, It is no part of the work of the Church of Christ to en- 
gage in the printing of books or the manufacturing of articles that 
do not lead men to a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, or to 
build up the Church in her most holy faith ; and, 
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Whereas, Our Agents have engaged in the manufacturing of arti- 
cles and the printing and publishing of books of a purely secular 
character, having no relation to the work for which God raised ‘‘ up 
the preachers called Methodists ;” therefore, 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be and are hereby directed by 
this General Conference to desist from the publishing of any books 
not of a purely religious character, and from engaging in the busi- 
ness of printing or binding books that do not tend to the reform- 
ing of this continent and ‘‘spreading Scripture holiness over these 
lands.” 


R. M. Hatfield presented the following, which was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be 
requested to report to this body whether the continued existence of 
the ‘‘ Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union” is necessary or desir- 
able. 


PROVIDENCE. 


J. Kendrick presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy : 


Whereas, It is evident that the rule fixing the residences of the 
Bishops works great inconvenience to the Bishops, without corre- 
sponding advantage to the Church ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Bishops be allowed to select their places of 
residence, with the understanding that not more than one shall re- 
side in the same State or Territory. 


ROCK RIVER. 

R. F. Queal presented the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals: 


Whereas, It is essential that probationers coming into the Church 
should be well acquainted with our doctrines, discipline, and his- 
tory ; and, 

Whereas, Cheap and excellent books for the above purpose are 
published by our Book Concern, and are within the reach of all 
such persons ; therefore, 

kesolved, That the Discipline be so amended as to present and 
require the use, by all Pastors, of a list of questions for the examina- 
tion of probationers on the above subjects, previous to their reception 
into full membership. 


SOUTH-EASTERN INDIANA. 
Will Cumback presented the following, which was re- 


ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals consider the propriety 
of so changing the invitation to the sacramental table as to include 
the members of other Evangelical Churches. 


WASHINGTON. 
T. B. Snowden presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts: 
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Whereas, The Sunday-school is an institution of paramount value 
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to any Church, and should be so regarded by every member of the Fourteents 


Methodist Episcopal Church ; and, 

Whereas, There seems to be a lack of a proper Sunday-school 
spirit among many of our Church members, so much so that. their 
children exercise the right of choice in this matter, and go to any 
Sunday-school that they may choose to select, or do not go to any 
school at all ; therefore, 

Resolved, That this General Conference do hereby recommend 
and insist that it is the duty of all members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church to send their children to the Sunday-school of said 
Church as faras it is practicable, and to do otherwise is a violation 
of our faith and practice. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of every minister who has a pastoral 
charge to instruct his members that they are in duty bound to send 
their children to Sunday-schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and no other, unless there is no one of said schools in their neigh- 
borhood. 


N. M. Carroll presented the following, which was 
read, and referred to the Committee on Temperance : 


Whereas, The use of tobacco is a great evil, and often leads to 
other evils; and, 

Whereas, Vt seriously impairs ministerial influence and example, 
especially among the young ministers of our Annual Conferences); 


and, 
Whereas, The Discipline makes it the duty of the Ministers in 
charge to recommend every-where decency and cleanliness; there- 


fore, 
Resolved, That in order to discourage and abolish the use of to- 


bacco, the General Conference do hereby recommend and advise the 
several Annual Conferences not to receive into full connection, nor 
ordain any Minister to the oflice of Deacon or Elder, unless he refrain 
entirely from the use of tobacco. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


J. M. Powell presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals inquire into the expe- 
-diency of striking from the Discipline paragraph 41, page 36, as it 
is in conflict with the general invitation given to those to commune. 
And further, of inserting in line thirteenth from the top, between 
the words ‘‘eat” and ‘‘the,” these words, ‘‘ By faith ;” so it shall 
read, ‘‘So to eat, by faith, the flesh,” etc. 


WISCONSIN. 


H. Colman presented the following, which was read 


and adopted: 

Resolved, That the annual salary of each officer of the General 
Conference shall be published in the papers of the Church during 
the first six months of each quadrennium. 


Resolved, That the amount paid to each officer or family of a de- - 


ceased officer on account of salary, and the amount paid each on 
account of traveling expenses, shall be reported to the next ensuing 


General Conference. 


Day, 


On sending 
Children |to 
Sunday- 
school, 


The use of 
Tobacco. 


West Vir- 
GINIA. 


Oninvitation 
to the Lord’s 
Supper. 


WISCONSIN. 


Publication 
of Salaries. 


256 


May 16. 
FourTEENTH 
Day. 


Discount on 
Publica- 
tions. 


Represent- 
ing Pastors 
an 
Charges. 


WYomMIne, 


Roll of next 
General 
Conference. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


He also presented the following, which was referred 
to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Whereas, The statement of the Western Book Concern, at the foot 
of page 17, that if fifty per cent. discount was allowed Depositories 
there would still remain a manufacturer’s profit (not including the 
cost of the plates) of from forty to fifty per cent. to aid in paying for 
the plates, still largely increased where no copyright is paid, from 
which it may be inferred that the cost of many of the books pub- 
lished is but about thirty-three and a third per cent. of the retail 
price ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern, should they 
find this statement correct, ascertain the feasibility of a general 
reduction of not less than ten per cent. in the retail prices of most 
books published by the Book Concerns. 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be instructed to make reductions 
in the retail price list of publications to-correspond with the decline 
in value and changed conditions in trade. 

Resolved, That the discounts between Depositories remain as at 
present—forty per cent. on a basis of four months. 

Resolved, That the trade discount be thirty-five per cent., and five 
per cent. for cash within thirty days, and that no longer time than 
four months be given in any case. 

Resolved, That Preachers who act as Agents of the Concern and 
sell again be allowed thirty per cent. discount sixty days, or thirty- 
three and a third per cent. cash with order, or on receipt of goods, 
when the order shall not be less than twenty-five dollars for the 
month, 

Resolved, That all other Preachers and other orders be allowed a 
discount of twenty per cent. on sixty days’ time, or twenty-five per 
cent. when cash accompanies the order, and that no order shall be 
filled on credit while an existing liability that is due remains unpaid, 
and that no trade credits be allowed except by careful scrutiny and 
approval of the Agents. 

fesolved, That all bills where special terms of credit in accordance 
with these rules are not granted must be settled at the close of each 
month. 


J. M. Walker presented the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to insert 
in the Discipline a paragraph requiring the Presiding Elders to rep- 
resent the Pastors and their charges in open Conference as their 
names are called. 


WYOMING. 


W. H. Olin presented the following resolutions, which 
were read and adopted : 


Resolved, That the Secretaries of the several Annual Conferences, 
and of the Lay Electoral Conferences, be and are hereby instructed 
to forward to the Secretary of this General Conference certificates of 
the election of the Delegates to the General Conference of 1880, that 
the Secretary may be present with the roll of members in readiness 
for the organization of the next General Conference. 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati be 
instructed to forward, addressed to the Secretary of each Annual 
Conference next preceding the General Conference of 1880, a blank 
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certificate of election of Clerical and Lay Delegates, accompanied 
with a request that said blank be properly filled out and signed, and 
returned to the Secretary of the General Conference, whose address 
at that time the Agents shall state on said blank. 


On motion, the order of the day was taken up, namely : 


THE MEMORIAL SERVICES. 
Bishop Ames requested C. C. M’Cabe to lead the 
singing. 
J. M. Trimble announced hymn 956, commencing, 


** Come, let us join our friends above 
That have obtain’d the prize ;” 


after the singing of which he led in prayer. 

Bishop Janes then pronounced eulogies upon Bishop 
Morris, late senior superintendent, and Bishop Roberts, 
Missionary Bishop of Africa. 

The Conference joined in singing, 


‘* My latest sun is sinking fast.” 


R. L. Dashiell reverted to the life and character of 
the Rev. Thomas M. Eddy, D.D., late one of the secre- 
taries of the Missionary Society, and was followed by 
E. O. Haven in a tribute to the memory of Rev. Dallas 
D. Lore, D.D., late editor of the Northern Advocate, 
and by J. Cummings, commemorative of the services of 
the Rev. N. E. Cobleigh, D.D., late editor of the Atlanta 
Adyocate. [For Addresses see Appendix, 42,] 

Conference then joined in singing hymn 930, com- 


mencing, 
‘““There is a land of pure delight.” 


D. N. Cooley, from the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern, presented Report No. V, which was read, and 
after discussion, on motion, adopted, as follows: 


BOOK CONCERN—REPORT NO. V. 


Your Committee, to whom was referred the matter of fixing the 
time and order of electing General Conference officers, beg leave to 
report as follows: 

We recommend that the election of the Editor of the Quarterly 
Review and books; the Editor of Sunday-school books, papers, and 
tracts ; the Editor of the Christian Apologist ; and the Editor of 
the German Family Magazine, and Sunday-school books, period- 
icals, and tracts, be the special order for Wednesday next, at half 
past ten o’clock A. M., and that the remaining General Conference 
officers be elected as rapidly as possible, from day to day, at the 
pleasure of the General Conference, and in the order set down. 
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The Agents of the Book Concern, New York. 
The Agents of the Book Concern, Cincinnati. 
The Editor of the Christian Advocate, New York. 
. The Editor of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 
The Editor of the Northern Christian Advocate. 
The Editor of the California Christian Advocate. 
The Editor of the Pacific Christian Advocate. 
. The Editor of the Western Christian Advocate. 
g. The Editor of the Ladies’ Repository and Golden Hours. 
10. The Editor of the North-western Christian Advocate. 
11. The Editor of the Central Christian Advocate. 
12. The Editor of the Methodist Advocate, at Atlanta. 
13. Corresponding Secretaries of the Missionary Society. 
14. Corresponding Secretaries of the Church Extension Society. 
15. Corresponding Secretaries of the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 


OW OANA YD 4 


On motion, the Conference adjourned. The doxol- 
ogy was sung, and the benediction pronounced by Jer- 
emiah H. Bayliss. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 17. 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Bowman in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Jacob Roth- 
weiler. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. j 

Bishop Harris announced the following Special Com- 
mittee: 


ON COMMISSIONERS TO THE CHURCH SOUTH. 


Clinton B. Fisk, F. C. Holliday, 
A. C. George, J. D. Blake, 
Oliver Hoyt, W. R. Clark, 


J. W. W. Bolton. 


H. T. Davis, C. W. Rowland, and D. S. Monroe were 
granted temporary leave of absence. 

B. W. Huston, reserve lay delegate of Detroit Confer- 
ence, took the place of David Preston, who had not 
arrived. 

G. L. Wright, of the New England Conference, hav- 
ing returned home, Frederick A. Clapp, a reserve lay 
delegate, was admitted to his seat, and placed in his 
stead on the Committees. 

Rev. J. S. Porter, D.D., of the Newark Conference, 
was invited to a seat on the platform. 
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Bishop Harris presented a letter from'the Rev. Lovick 
Pierce, D.D., which was read, and, on motion, it was 
ordered to be printed in the Daily Advocate, and 
Albert S. Hunt was requested to send a suitable reply. 

The Report of the Fraternal Delegates to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church was read as 
follows : 


FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We hereby report the performance 
of the trust committed to us in being charged to convey the Chris- 
tian salutations of the General Conference to the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church. The reception awarded us and our 
message was generous and brotherly, and the official mingling of 
Arminian and Predestinarian, not in the arena of stern controversy, 
but in the fellowship of brotherly words, was a spectacle not with- 
out its value and its interest. 

The Assembly appointed one of its members, Professor F, L. Pat- 
ton, D. D., of Chicago, to convey to the General Conference an ex- 
pression of its fraternal regards. We trust that interchanges of 
- brotherly words between the two Churches, so widely differing in 
faith and ‘Church order, may go forward with ever-increasing interest. 

Respectfully submitted, S. H. NEsBITT. 
J. B. Graw. 


The Report of the Trustees of the Chartered Fund 
was read, and, on motion, was referred to a Special 
Committee of three. [See Appendix, 56,] 

Bishop Janes presented a petition from four hundred 
persons relative to secret societies, which was referred 
to the Committee on the State of the Church. 

Also, the Appeal of Thomas Baker, of the Georgia 
Conference, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

On motion, the Rules were suspended, and J. S. 
Smart presented the following Report of the Committee 
on Centennial Observance for May 21, which was read, 
and, on motion, adopted: 

Your Committee respectfully recommend that appropriate Cen- 
tennial services in commemoration of the session of a Methodist 
Conference in this city, May 21, 1776, be held in the Academy of 
Music, May 21, 1876, at three o’clock P. M., and that the Bishops 
be requested to select one of their number to preside and speak 
upon the occasion ; and also that the delegates of the Baltimore Con- 
ference be requested to designate one minister and one layman from 
among themselves, or resident in this city, to make addresses. We 
would further recommend that the Baltimore Conference delegation 


make arrangements for music, and whatever else may be necessary 
to give interest and success to the observance. 


The call of the roll of the Conference for resolutions 
and miscellaneous business was made. 
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ater. ze CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA. 
IF TEENTH 
Pa eae Henry R. Mosser presented the following preamble 


SYLVANIA. gnd resolution, which were read, and referred to the 
“Assist. Mis- : Ais ; 
sionary See- Committee on Missions: 


tary for 8. 
Hen Whereas, The Missionary Society must depend largely upon our 


Sunday-schools for present and future support ; and, 

Whereas, Missionary zeal is more readily and permanently estab- 
lished, as a principle, in our children, by reminiscence and fact given 
from personal experience, than from printed or other modes of ap- 
peal ; and, 

Whereas, Rev. J. D. Brown, of the Central Pennsylvania ‘Confer- 
ence, fifteen years a missionary to India, driven from the field ‘by 
impaired health, is now in this country, and who is eminently fitted 
by his'experience and burning zeal for the missionary cause to ‘stimu- 
late and instruct our Sunday-schools upon the great mission work ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That this General ‘Conference suggest ‘to the Missionary 
Board the propriety of his appointment as an assistant Secretary, and 
assign ‘him special work in the Sunday-schools of our Church in the 
missionary interest. 


Dzs Mores. DES MOINES. 


E. M. H. Fleming presented a paper, previously re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Episcopacy, and asked 
its reference to the Committee on Itinerancy, and it was 
so ordered. 


Bast GEr- EAST GERMAN. 


MAN. 


ae, J. W. Freund offered the following preamble and res- 


RON olution, which were referred to the Committee on Sun- 
day-Schools and Tracts: 


Whereas, Many Sunday-schools of our Church, in both hemi- 
spheres, discard the regular ‘‘ International Berean Bible Lessons” 
in their scriptural studies, and as it is very desirable, for the better 
advancement of Bible knowledge among our children and youth, 
that unanimity and harmony should prevail in this important service 
of Bible study ; therefore, 

Resolved, Vhat the ‘‘ International Berean Bible Lessons,” author- 
ized and adopted by the Sunday-school Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and published by our Book Concerns, be the 
standard lessons for Bible study for all the Sunday-schools through- 
out our Church, and that all Sunday-schools of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in both hemispheres be earnestly requested to adopt 
and use them in their scriptural studies, 


Intrors. ILLINOIS. 


Appenaix to James Leaton presented the following resolution, 
v1 ° 
Journal. ‘which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Editor of the “‘ Journal of the General Confer- 
ence” -be instructed to insert in the Appendix only such Reports as 
may be adopted by the General Conference and as are not embodied 
in the Journal itself—the Address of the Bishops, the Reports of the 
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Book Committee and of the Agents of the Book Concern, Reports of 
Officers of our Benevolent and Connectional Institutions, and Reports 
and Addresses of Fraternal Delegates to and from our Church. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted: 


kesolved, That a Committee of three be appointed to prepare 
blank forms for all the Reports called for in the Discipline, and that 
the Book Agents be instructed to publish such forms. 


He also presented the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted, and ordered to be printed in the Ap- 
pendix to the Discipline; and it was further ordered 
that all resolutions. referring to the administration of 
preachers be printed in the Appendix to the Discipline: 


kesolved, That all propositions. to change Conference lines or 
boundaries shall be submitted to the Conferences affected by such 
change at their sessions next preceding the General Conference, and 
unless such notice shall have been given, the General Conference 
shall not consider the proposed change.. 


MICHIGAN. 


D. F. Barnes presented the following resolution, which: 
was referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That we are decidedly opposed to any change in the law 
requiring probation to membership in our Church. 


W. H. Perrine offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That in order to facilitate the General Conference organ- 
ization, the Chairman of each Annual Conference Delegation to 
each General Conference is hereby requested to send to the Secre- 
tary of the previous General Conference the respective nominations 
of the delegation to the various Standing Committees, that they may 
be announced for confirmation on the first day of the session. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


I. S. Bingham presented the following resolution, 
which was read, and, on motion, adopted: 


Resolved, That when a minister or layman shall be elected a mem- 
ber of any General Committee, to wit, The Book Committee, the 
General Missionary Committee, the Church Extension Committee, 
or the Freedmen’s Aid Committee, he shall reside within the Gen- 
eral Conference District that he represents at the time of his appoint- 
ment. And if, for any cause, he shall remove beyond the limits of 
such District, or shall cease to be a member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, his office shall become vacant ; and the Bishop having 
charge of the Conference in which the member may have resided, 
shall appoint his successor from the same Conference to which the 
retiring member belonged, or within the bounds of which he resided. , 
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He also presented the following, which was read and 
adopted: 


Resolved, That when the order of the day shall be taken ’ up to-day 
two sets of tellers shall be appointed, and that two ballots for differ- 
ent officers be taken before either set of tellers shall retire. Then 
the tellers shall retire, and one of the Secretaries with each set, for 
the purpose of canvassing the ballots cast, allowing the General Con- 
ference meantime to go on with its business. 


The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, the order of 
the day, the election of General Conference officers, 
was taken up. 

On motion of Sandford Hunt, it was ordered that 
when but one nomination is made the election be by 
acclamation. 

Daniel D. Whedon was elected, by acclamation, editor 
of the Quarterly Review. 

John H. Vincent was similarly elected editor of Sun- 
day-school books, papers, and tracts. 

The election for editors of the Christian Apologist 
and other German publications was postponed until to- 
morrow, at to A. M. 

Reuben Nelson and John M. Phillips were, by ac- 
clamation, elected Agents of the Book Concern at New 
York, and Luke Hitchcock and John M. Walden Agents 
of the Book Concern at Cincinnati, 

D. Curry and C. H. Fowler were nominated for editor 
of the Christian Advocate. 

The Bishop announced the following as tellers, and 
the Conference proceeded to vote for the editor of the 
Christian Advocate, namely: John W. Ray, Joseph M. 
‘Trimble’ EY Ce Matlack; J. ©. ttartzell 1. eel 
W. B. Slaughter. 

On motion, the election for editors of the Western, 
Northwestern, Central, and Pittsburgh Christian Advo- 
cates, and the Methodist Advocate at Atlanta, was post- 
poned until to-morrow, at 10:30 A. M. 

The election for editor of the Northern Christian Ad- 
vocate was, on motion, postponed until to-morrow. 

Henry C. Benson was elected, by acclamation, Editor 
of the California Christian Advocate. 

On motion, the election for Editors of the Pacific 
Christian Advocate and Ladies’ Repositéry was post- 
poned. 
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The order of business was suspended, and Report 
No. I from the Committee on Missions was taken up 
and read. 

Pending its discussion the tellers were permitted to 
retire. 

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
Missions was then resumed. 

John B. Cornell moved to amend the first paragraph 
by striking out the word “two” and inserting the word 
“one.” 

William R. Clark moved to strike out “one” and in- 
sert “three,” but the motion was laid on the table. 

William H. Olin moved, as a substitute, that we now 
proceed to elect one Missionary Secretary and one As- 
sistant Missionary Secretary. On motion of B. I. Ives, 
the substitute was laid on the table. 

Pending the discussion the tellers returned, and the 
Chair announced the following as the result of the ballot 
for Editor of the Christian Advocate published at New 
York: 

Whole number of votes cast, 321. Necessary to a 
choice, 161. 

Charles H. Fowler received, 162. 

Charles H. Fowler having received a majority of the 
whole number of votes cast, was declared elected. 

The consideration of the Report of the Committee on 
Missions was resumed, and the amendment to strike out 
the word “two” and insert the word “one” was lost. 

The report was then, as a whole, adopted as follows: 


MISSIONS—REPORT NO. I. 
The Committee on Missions would respectfully report to the Gen- 


eral Conference that they recommend the election of two Correspond- 


ing Secretaries. 
They also recommend that the Board of Managers have authority 


to employ, with the concurrence or by the appointment of one or 
more Bishops, such assistants as they may deem necessary. 


The usual notices were given, and the Conference 
adjourned in the usual form, Gardner Baker pronounc- 
ing the benediction. 
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May 18: 


ern THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 18, 1876. 


teed Conference met at the appointed hour. Bishop Har- 
presiding. ris in the chair. 
Hooper Jolley conducted the religious services. 
The Journal of Wednesday was read and approved. 
Addaréss of Bishop Janes presented the address of the Irish Con- 
the Irish : : 
Conference. ference, which was read, and, on motion, referred to the 
Committee on Correspondence. [See Appendix, 18.] 
Wa ue Meck Wm. M. Meek, the alternate of C. W. Rowland, was an- 
nounced as in his place, and he was assigned the places 
on the Committees formerly filled by C. W. Rowland. 
tee The rules were suspended to consider the following 
Committees’ resolution, offered by J. M. Walden, which was read, 
and, on motion, adopted : 


Resolved, That the Chairmen of the Standing Committees be 
authorized to pass to the Secretary of the General Conference their 
Reports, and that they be printed in the Daily Advocate in the 
order in which the Committees were raised. 


SpecialCom- Bishop Harris announced the following special Com- 


mittee. mittees : 

On Char- ON THE CHARTERED FUND. 

teréd Fund, ' 
William H., Olin, William B. Wood, 

Jacob B. Graw. 

To prepare TO PREPARE BLANKS. 

blanks, i P 
James Leaton, David S. Monroe, 


Daniel A. Goodsell, 


Gc tound George C, Round was admitted to the place of W. M. 

Leaveof Wright in the Conference and on the Committees. 

abeence, W. J. Henry, of Illinois Conference, was, on motion, 
granted leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session. 

vues ~— A. S: Hunt returned a paper from the Committee on 


papers, 
Episcopacy, to be referred to the Committee on 


Missions. 
ee. The call of the roll of Standing and Special Com- 
bt mittees was made. 
se a The Committee on Missions presented Reports Nos. 


TIiLeEVe Vand NVI: 
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The Committee on Education presented Reports Nos. 
1; El andy; 

The Committee on Revisals presented Reports Nos. 
I, II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, and VEII. 

The Committee on Sunday-schools and Tracts trans- 
ferred a paper to the Committee on the Book Concern. 

C. H. Fowler presented the Report of the Corre- 


sponding Secretary of the Tract Society. [See Appen- 


dix, 48,] 

The Committee on the State of the Church presented 
Report No. I. 

The Committee on the Book Concern presented Re- 
ports Nos. IV, VI, and VIE. 

The rules were further suspended to read and con- 
sider section two of Report No. VI from the Committee 
on the Book Concern, namely : 


That the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate be published by the New 
York Agents, and that it be under the control of the General Book 
Committee. 


Bishop Cummins, a fraternal delegate of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church, was introduced. 

C. W. Smith moved to strike out the second section 
of the report under consideration, but the motion was 
laid on the table, and the section adopted. 

W. H. Olin moved to reconsider the action by which 
section second was adopted. Pending the discussion of 
the motion for reconsideration, the hour for the special 
order of the day having arrived, namely, the election 
of an Editor for the Christian Apologist and other 
German publications: 

On motion, William Nast was elected Editor of the 
Christian Apologist by acclamation, 

Henry Liebhart was, on motion, elected Editor of 
the Haus und Herd by acclamation. 

On motion of C. W. Smith the second special order 
of the day was taken up, namely, the election of Editors 
for the Western, North-western, Central, Northern, and 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocates, and of the Methodist 
Advocate in Atlanta. 

Francis S. Hoyt and J. H. Bayliss were nominated for 
Editor of the Western Christian Advocate. 
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The second set of tellers collected the ballots, and 
were permitted to retire. 

On motion, by a vote of 174 to 66, it was ordered 
that the tellers be instructed not to count blank nee 
in making up the aggregate vote. 

Arthur Edwards was, on motion, elected Editor of 
the North-western Christian Advocate by accla- 
mation, 

Benjamin St. James Fry and William B. Slaughter 
were nominated for Editor of the Central Christian 
Advocate. 

William Nast was, on motion, invited to a seat on the 
platform during the remainder of the session. 

W. B. Slaughter was excused from acting as teller 
during the ballot for Editor of the Central Chris- 
tian Advocate, and W. H. Hunter appointed in his 
place. 

O. H. Warren was, on motion, elected Editor of the 
Northern Christian Advocate by acclamation. 

The matter before the Conference when ‘the special 
order of the day was taken up, namely, the Report of 
the Committee on the Book Concern, was resumed. 

The tellers in the case of the election for Editor of 
the Western Christian Advocate returned, and reported 
the following as the result of the ballot: 

Whole number of votes cast, 322; necessary to a 
choice, 162. 

Francis S. Hoyt received 215 

Francis S. Hoyt, having. received a majority of all the 
votes, was declared elected. 

The tellers in the case of the election for Editor of 
the Central Christian Advocate returned, and reported 
the following as the result of the ballot: 

Whole number of votes cast, 318; necessary to a 
choice, 160. 

Benjamin St. James Fry received 249. 

Benjamin St. James Fry, having received a majority 
of all the votes, was declared elected. 

On motion, Conference proceeded to vote for Editor 
of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate. 

E. Q. Fuller was, on motion, elected Editor of the 
Methodist Advocate at Atlanta by acclamation. 
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The tellers in the case of the Editor of the Pitts- 
burgh Christian Advocate were permitted to retire. 

It was moved to proceed to the election of an Editor 
of the Ladies’ Repository. Before taking the ballot 
the third section of Report No. IV of the Committee on 
the Book Concern was read, and J. M. Buckley moved 
that the election for Editor of the Ladies’ Repository 
be postponed until that section be considered. 

Pending the discussion, the tellers appointed to count 
the ballot for Editor of the Pittsburgh Advocate re- 
turned and announced the result of the ballot: 

Whole number of votes cast, 314; necessary to a 
choice, 158. 

Alfred Wheeler received 220. 
~ Alfred Wheeler, having received a majority of all the 
votes cast, was declared elected. 

The consideration of the motion of J. M. Buckley to 
postpone the election of Editor of the Ladies’ Re- 
pository was resumed, and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, the Conference proceeded to the election 
of Editor of the Pacific Christian Advocate. 

John H. Acton was, on motion, elected Editor by 
acclamation. 

The Conference proceeded to the election of two 
Missionary Secretaries. 

_R. L. Dashiell, John M. Reid, John P. Newman, 
Joseph Cummings, A. C. George, B. B. Hamlin, and 
Otis Gibson were placed in nomination. 

A motion to elect one Secretary at a time was laid 
on the table. 

On motion of J. M. Walden, it was ordered that the 
two having the highest number of votes, provided they 
have a majority of all the votes cast, be declared elected. 

It was further ordered that if any ticket have more 
than two names, the first two only be counted; also, 
that each delegate place the names of the two persons 
for whom he votes on a single slip of paper. 

S. A. W. Jewett offered a motion to instruct the tellers 
to throw out all ballots having but a single name on 
them, but it was laid on the table. 

On motion the time was extended, and Conference 
proceeded to ballot for two Missionary Secretaries. 
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On motion, it was ordered that, provided Conference 
adjourn before the tellers report the result of the elec- 
tion for Missionary Secretaries, they be instructed to 
put the result in a sealed envelope, and hand it to the 
Secretary of the Conference. 

The tellers having collected the ballots, retired. 

Bishop Janes presented papers from William Hen- 
dricks, a member of the Cherokee Nation, which were 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Reuben Nelson, by permission, presented “Reports 
Nos. I and II of the Committee on Episcopacy, and G. W. 
W. Hughey a minority Report from the same Committee. 

Oliver Hoyt presented the following Report of the 
Committee appointed to Erect a Monument at the 
Grave of Bishop Kingsley. It was read and adopted. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The Committee appointed by 
you to provide for the erection of a monument at the grave of the 
revered and beloved Bishop Kingsley respectfully report that some- 
thing over $2,500 was subscribed, and for the most part paid, to the 
fund for the erection of this monument. By the order of the Gen- 
eral Conference $500 of this money was paid to the widow of the 
honored Bishop, as it was thought that a suitable monument might 
be put up for two thousand dollars ;. but in consequence of the heavy 
expenses of transportation and erection, the cost has been $157 be- 
yond the amount received. The monument was made of the most 
beautiful and substantial American granite, and has been placed 
upon a firm foundation in the graveyard at Beirut, where the sacred 
dust of the Bishop was buried, the graveyard standing upon the great 
highway through the Lebanon, and the monument so placed as to be 
seen by all travelers from the sea to the city of Damascus. In the 
process of its erection an Arab laborer was so injured that he lost 


-his life, and this fact coming to the knowledge of the Committee, a 


handsome sum of money was contributed by some of our friends in 
New York as a gift to the widow of the deceased laborer, which gift 
was very thankfully acknowledged. 

The Committee are satisfied that the monument will attract the 


' admiration of all Americans and Methodists who may visit Syria. 


Delegates to 
the Baptist 
Church, 


The funds raised and disbursed by the Committee have been in 
charge of Mr. Oliver Hoyt as treasurer, and he desires that an audit- 
ing Committee may be appointed to examine the accounts. The 
appropriate inscriptions upon the tablets of the monument were pre- 
pared by Bishop Simpson and Bishop Ames. All of which is re- 


" spectfully submitted. . GEORGE W. WoopRurFfrF, 


ALBERT S. Hunt, 
OLIveR Hoyt. 
Cyrus D. Foss presented the Reports of delegates to 
the Baptist Church, as follows: 
The Fraternal Delegates appointed by the General Conference of 
1872 to bear its Christian greetings to ‘‘ the Baptist Churches through, 


their Missionary Societies,” respectfully report that they performed 
the agreeable duty assigned to them in June, 1874, in Washington. 


. 
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They were very courteously received, and were listened to with ear- 
nest attention by a crowded congregation of representative ministers 
and laymen of the Baptist denomination. 


D. P. Mitchell presented a paper in relation to the 
Central Christian Advocate, which was ordered to be 
printed in the Daily Advocate, and also referred to the 
Committee on the Book Concern. 

Daniel Curry presented petition of B. C. Lippincott and 
nine others in favor of electing the Sunday-school Super- 
intendent by the Quarterly Conference. and it was referred 
to the Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts. 

L.-C. Queal presented petitions signed by Miron Mead 
and thirty-six others, and John H. Gregory and forty- 
one others, in regard to stationing the Presiding Elders, 
and they were referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

W.B. Wood presented two papers in regard to changes 
in the Discipline, which were referred to the Committee 
on Revisals. 

The Conference then proceeded to elect the Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Board of Church Extension. 

Alpha J. Kynett was, on motion, elected to that office 
‘by acclamation. 

The election of Corresponding Secretary of the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society was taken up. 

R. S. Rust and William Brush were nominated, but 
the latter declining, on motion, Richard S. Rust was 
elected by acclamation. 

S. B. Ransom offered the following preamble and res- 
olutions, which were read, ard, on motion, adopted :— 

Whereas, The right to sell intoxicating drinks on the grounds of 
the Centennial Exhibition has been sold to the highest bidders there- 
for by the ‘‘ Board of Finance” of said Exhibition ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That such action outrages the Christian sentiment of 
the country, and we, in the name of religion and humanity, solemnly 
protest against such a desecration of the Centennial grounds, and 
earnestly call upon the National Commission to revoke such con- 
cessions. 

Resolved, 2. That, in the name of our common Christianity, we call 
upon all Christian Churches of the land to join with us in this our 
solemn protest and request. 

Resolved, 3. That a copy-of these resolutions, signed by the Presi- 


dent and Secretary of this Conference, be sent to the National Com- 
mission of the\Centennial Exhibition. 


The tellers appointed to receive and count the ballots 


for Missionary Secretaries returned, and announced the’ 


result.as follows :—= 
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Whole number of votes cast, 319; necessary to a 


_choice, 160. 


R. L. Dashiell received 228. 

R. L. Dashiell having received a majority ofall the 
votes was declared elected. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. 

Announcements were made, the doxology was sung, 
and the benediction pronounced by J. $. Smart. 


FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 19. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Fos- 
ter presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by William X. 
Ninde. 

_ The’ Journal of yesterday’s session was read and 
approved. 

Bishop Harris announced the following Committee to 
Audit the Accounts of Committee having charge of the 
Monument over the Grave of Bishop Kingsley: James 
Erwin, Enoch Green, George G. Decker. 

James B. M’Kean, lay delegate from Rocky Mountain 
Conference, failing to appear, W. Van Orsdell, a re- 
serve delegate, was admitted to his seat, and appointed 
in his place on the Committees. 

A.S. Ladd, reserve delegate of the Maine Conference, 
was admitted to the seat of H. P. Torsey. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley the eighth rule of order 
was amended so that it should read, “ All motions to 
indefinitely postpone or lay on the table shall be taken 
without debate.” 

The election of the remaining General Conference 
officers was made the order of the day for ten o’clock 
this morning. 

The regular order, the call of the Conferences for res- 
olutions and miscellaneous business, was taken up. 


MAINE. 


M. French offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on Tem- 
perance: 


Whereas, Sixty thousand human souls are annually hurried into 
the eternal world by the use of intoxicating drink, and as many more 
of our youth and young men are started on this terrible road; and, 
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Whereas, The Committee on Temperance of this General Confer- 
ence have no work sent them from this great body of representative 
ministers and laymen, showing an alarming indifference to the ravy- 
ages and destruction caused by the liquor traffic ; and, 

Whereas, ‘Ne cannot expect the temperance cause to triumph 
without the earnest co-operation of the Churches ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the special Committee on Temperance be requested 
to inquire and report to this General Conference what changes can 
be made in our Discipline, or what can be done by the General Confer- 
ence, to insure a more earnest and hearty co-operation of our Churches 
and ministry in suppressing and prohibiting the liquor traffic in all of 
our States, 


NEWARK. 


J. N. FitzGerald offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Ecclesiastical Code: 


Whereas, The report of the Committee on Ecclesiastical Code 
contains no provision for an answer in writing by any party who may 
' be complained of or charged ; and, 

Whereas, There is but little said concerning the qualifications of 
witnesses and counsel, and less concerning their duties ; and, 

Whereas, It is highly important that every person charged or com- 
plained of shall have the same opportunity to be heard that is af- 
forded to his accuser ; and, 

Whereas, All who may be called upon to take part in investigations 
under our Discipline should have their powers and duties as clearly 
defined as possible ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee to which was referred the report on 
Ecclesiastical Code be, and hereby are, directed to prepare and pre- 
sent to this Conference, as a part of their report, articles setting forth 
more fully, 1. The pleadings necessary to the joining of issue in any 
case of trial; 2. The qualifications and duties of witnesses; 3. The 
qualifications and duties of counsel. 


S. B. Ransom offered the following, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Resolved, That paragraph 390 of the Discipline be amended by 
inserting after the word ‘‘ Superintendent” in the sixth line the fol- 
lowing, ‘‘the Sunday-school Committee,” and after the word 
“‘ prescribed,” in the seventh line, the following: ‘‘And such Soci- 
ety shall hold Missionary meetings at least monthly, at which col- 
lections for the Missionary cause shall be taken,” so that said para- 
graph shall read as follows, namely : 

“390. It shall be the duty of the Preacher in charge to see that 
each Sunday-school in our Churches and congregations be organized 
into a Missionary Society, under such rules and regulations as the 
Pastor, the Superintendent, the Sunday-school Committee, and the 
teachers may prescribe; and such Society shall hold Missionary 
meetings at least monthly, at which collections for. the Missionary 
cause shall be taken,” etc. 


On motion of H. Buck, all further reading of Reso- 
lutions was dispensed with except in cases where they 
are put upon their passage. 

The regular order was resumed. 


271 


May 19. 
SEVENT’NTH 
Day. 


NEWARK. 


Pleadings on 
cases of 
trial. 


Sunday- 
schools. 


Reading of 
resolutions 
dispensed 
with. 


272 


May 19. 
SEVENT’NTH 
Day, 
New Hamp- 

SHIRE. 
Rental of 
buildings for 
the sale of 
liquors. 


NortTHERN 
N. York. 


Episcopal 
residences, 


Supernu- 
merary 
Preachers. 


Troy, 


Sale of 
Chureh 
Property. 


Chapter on 
Slavery. 


Journal of the General Conference. — -([1876. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


John W. Adams offered the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, There are members in some of our Churches who rent 
buildings for the sale of intoxicating drinks, to the grief and scandal 
of the Church ; and, 

Whereas, There is doubt in‘ssome minds whether those who are 
guilty of this sin can be tried under the charge of ‘‘immoral con- 
duct ;” therefore, 

Resolved, That our Discipline be so amended that members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church shall be made liable to trial for ‘‘im- 
moral conduct” and consequent expulsion if they rent buildings for 
the sale of intoxicating drinks. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK. 


I. S. Bingham offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy : 


Resolved, That inthe arrangement of Episcopal Districts for the 
ensuing quadrennium, Syracuse, N. Y., be recognized as the epis- 
copal center of a district and the residence of a Bishop. 


He also offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Itinerancy : 


Resolved, That paragraph 295 of the Discipline, relating to Super- 
numerary Preachers, be stricken out, thereby abolishing all pro- 
wisions for a class of preachers now known as supernumeraries, 


TROY. 


G. L. Clark offered the following preamble and reso- 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on 
Revisals : 


Whereas, In some portions of the Union the laws of the State 
require, in order to sell and convey real estate owned by a Church 
or religious corporation, either for payment of debts or for invest- 
ment, that application shall be made, and said sale and investment 
only take place by order of the Court in accordance with the laws 
and practice in such cases provided ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals are instructed to amend 
paragraph 511, on page 211 of the Discipline, by inserting after the 
words ‘‘ Trustees, so authorized, may,” the words, ‘‘Make applica- 
tion to and by virtue of the orders or decrees of the proper Court of 
the State wherein said Church property is situated, should the same 
be necessary, and,” etc. 


He also offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee on Revisals: 


Whereas, American slavery has been forever abolished and pro- 
hibited by the laws of the country, and no slave can hereafter 
breathe the free air of this Republic ; therefore, 

kesolved, That the Committee on Revisals are hereby instructed 
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to inquire and report to this General Conference whether the time May 19. 
has not now come to strike from the Discipline, on page 35, the Srvunt'ra 
whole of section 4, paragraph 38, relating to slavery. Day 


He also presented the following preamble and reso- Traffle in 
lution, which were referred to the Committee on Tem- “7°” 
perance: 


Whereas, The great evil of intemperance is largely engrossing the 
attention of the men and women of this land; and, 

Whereas, There is an apparent want of interest and manifest in- 
difference in the Churches on the subject ; and, . 

Whereas, This terrible evil is hedging up the way of the Lord, 
and preventing the conversion of souls; therefore, 

kesolved, That the Committee on Temperance be instructed to 
inquire whether something cannot be done to thoroughly arouse our 
membership and people to the importance of active measures for 
totally prohibiting the liquor traffic; whether section 17 of the Dis- 
cipline cannot be so amended by an additional paragraph, or other- 
wise, as to require the minister in charge of each circuit or station to 
preach upon the subject of temperance at least once in each quarter ; 
and further, whether paragraph 136, of section 4 of the Discipline, 
should not be amended by adding the question, ‘“‘ What has been 
done during the quarter to advance the temperance cause?” or in 
some direct way to inquire whether the minister in charge has done 
his whole duty on this subject during each quarter, 


WYOMING. Wyromina. 


H. Wheeler offered the following resolution, which Subscribers 
was referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Resolved, That it should be the policy of our Church to obtain 
permanent yearly subscribers to the cause of Christian missions, and 
that the Committee on Missions be requested to devise some plan by 
which this matter can be brought before and adopted by the Church 


at large. 


The call for reports from Standing and Special Com- Bapoxte of 
P omimittees, 

mittees was made. 

The Committee on Missions presented Reports No. Missions. 
VII, VIII, and Ix. 
The Committee on Education presented Report Education. 
No. IV. 

The Committee on the State of the Church presented or etme 
Report No. II, and also a Minority Report. 

The Committee on Church Extension presented Re- Church Ex- 


tension. 
port No. II. 
The Committee on Religious Corporations presented ee 
Report No. I. tions. 


The Committee on Revision of Hymn Book presented Revision of 
Hymn Book. 
Report No. I. 
18 


“474 


May 19. 
SEVENT TH 
Day. 

Woman’s 
Foreign 
Missionary 
Society. 


Commission 
to the M. E. 
Ch., South. 


Additional 
Missionary 
Secretary. 


Book Con- 
cern Re- 
port No.VI. 


J. M. Reid 
Elected 
Missionary 
Sceretary. 


Rev. Bishop 
Cummins 
introduced. 


D. A. Whe- 
don’s Reso- 
lution 
adopted. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


The Committee to visit the Executive Committee of 
the Woman’s- Howien Missionary Society presented its 
report. 

The Committee on the popommtnient of Commission- 
ers to the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, presented 
their report, which was read and adopted, nathely : 

Your Committee to whom was referred a resolution adopted by the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and 
borne to us with the Christian salutations of our sister Church, pro- 
viding for the appointment of a Commission on the part of that body, 


to meet a similar Commission authorized by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, beg leave to report that they Hey ena the adoption of the - 


following resolution : 
“ Resolved, That, in order to remove all snnkee to formal frater- 


nity between the two Churches, our Board of Bishops are directed to 
appoint a Commission, consisting of three ministers and two laymen, 
to meet a similar Commission authorized by the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to adjust all existing 


difficulties.” 


The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, the order of 
the day, namely, the election of an additional Secre- 
tary of the Missionary Society, was taken up, and the 
Conference proceeded to vote, after which the tellers 
were permitted to retire. 

On motion of D. N. Cooley, Report No. VI of Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, second item, relating to the 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, was takenup. This item 
having been adopted, a motion for reconsideration was 


made. 
Pending the discussion, the tellers returned and an- 


nounced as the result of the ballot: Whole number of 
votes cast, 309; number necessary toa choice, 155. 

J. M. Reid having received 238 votes was declared 
elected. 

The order of the day, the fixing the seat of the next 
General Conference, was, on motion, postponed until 
to-morrow at 10 o'clock A.M. 

The hour of eleven having arrived, Bishop Janes, 
upon invitation of Bishop Foster, took the chair, and 
introduced Rey. Bishop George D. Cummins, D.D., of 
the Reformed Episcopal Church, who addressed the 
Conference. [See Appendix, 41,] 

At the close of the address D. A. Whedon offered 
the following resolution, which was read, and adopted 
by a rising vote: 
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Resolved, That we have listened with great pleastire to the broth- 
erly and eloquent words of the Rev. Bishop Cummins, of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church, communicating to us the fraternal greet- 
ings of the body he so worthily represents, and we extend to him 
and his Church the right hand of Christian fellowship, and cordially 
reciprocate his expressions of love and sympathy, and will in due 
time respond officially by our representative, bearing our regards to 
his Church. 


The following telegram was presented and read, and 
the Secretary instructed to answer that the Conference 


will receive the delegate on Tuesday next at eleven’ 


o’clock A.M.: 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 19, 1876. 
To THE PRESIDING BISHOP OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE: 
When will the Conference hear the delegate from the, National 
Congregational Council ? J. E. RANKIN. 


The discussion on the second item of Report No. VI 
of the Committee on the Book’ Concern, was resumed, 
and the motion to reconsider the vote by which that 
item was adopted prevailed, and the motion to adopt 
the second item was lost. The item was as follows, 
namely: 


Resolved, That the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate be published 
by the New York Agents, and that it be under the control of the 
General Book Committee. 


On motion. the Conference took up the third item 
of Report No. IV of Committee on Book Concern. 


After. discussion and amendment it was adopted, as 
follows: 


Resolved, That the Agents of the Western Book Concern, the 
Editor of the Ladies’ Repository, and the Western section of the 
General Book Committee, bé authorized to change the name or 
modify the scope and style of the Ladies’ Repository and Golden 
Hours, published at Cincinnati, as they may deem best. 


At the request of the Chairman the balance of the ' 


report was recommitted. 

On motion, the Conference proceeded to the election 
of an editor of the Ladies’ Repository. 

E. Wentworth, J. F. Marlay, S. H. Nesbitt, G. M. 
Steele, Miss Frances E. Willard, and B, F. Crary were 
nominated. 

The tellers having collected the ballots, were per- 
mitted to retire. 

R. L. Dashiell offered the following, which was read 
and adopted: 
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Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to nomir.ate to this Con- 
ference the Board of Managers of the Missionary Society, Board of 
Church Extension, Sunday-School Union, Tract Society, and Freed- 
men’s Aid Society. 


On motion, Conference proceeded to the election of 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer of the Missionary 
Society, and Reuben Nelson was chosen Treasurer, and 
Luke Hitchcock Assistant Treasurer, by acclamation. 

The remaining part of Report No. IV, from the Com- 
mittee on the Book Concern, was then taken up, read, 
and acted upon item by item. Sections 1 and 2 were 
adopted, as follows : 

Resolved, 1. That the subject of publishing a full and complete in- 
dex to the Methodist Quarterly Review from its first issue till the 
present time is hereby referred by the General Conference to the fa- 
vorable consideration of the Book Agents and the Editor of Books at 
New York. Such an index, it is believed, would add. greatly to the 
value of existing volumes of the Quarterly. 

Resolved, 2. That we recommend that the paper known as the 
Sandebudet, or Messenger, now printed in the Swedish language, be 
continued by the Agents of the Western Book Concern, the Editor 
to be appointed, and his salary fixed, by the Western Book Agents 


and the Presiding Elders of the Swedish Districts now belonging to 
the Central Illinois Conference. 


On motion, items 5 and 6 of Report No. VII were 
taken up and read. 

Pending discussion, the time of the session was ex- 
tended. 

The tellers having returned, reported as follows:. 

Whole number of votes cast, 308; necessary to a 
choice, 155. 

G. M. Steele received 104; Miss F. E. Willard, 55; 
John F. Marlay, 47; Samuel H. Nesbitt, 41; E. Went- 
worth, 32; B. F. Crary, 13. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. Notices were 
given, the doxology sung, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by Bishop. Harris. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 20, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Wiley 
presiding. 

The ‘religious. services were conducted by Hayden 
Hays. 

Journal of yesterday’s sessiomwas read and-approved. 
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Under a suspension of the Hilées J. P. Newman of- 
fered the report of the “‘ Local Committee appointed to 
arrange a Programme for Centennial Services to be held 
in the Academy of Music Sunday, at 3 P.M., in com- 
memoration of the Annual Conference held in this city 
one hundred years ago.”” The report was read, and, on 
motion, adopted. 

An additional report of the Trustees of the Chartered 
Fund was received, and referred to the Committee on 
the Chartered Fund. 

Cyrus Clark, of the Erie Conference, having eenarer 
home, George W. Clark was assigned his place on the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

R. H. Hurlburt and F. Merrick were granted leave 
of absence on account of sickness. 

The. regular. order, the call for resolutions, was 
taken up. me 

CHICAGO GERMAN. 


C. A. Loeber offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: - 


Resolved, That the German work in the South-west German, the 
North-west German, and the Chicago German Conferences be di- 
vided into four Annual Conferefices, according to the following plan: 

I. The Illinois German Conference: This Conference shall include 
the State of Illinois, with the counties of Lake, Porter, and Laporte, 
in the State of Indiana—eighty-two preachers. 

2. The Iowa German Conference shall include the State of Iowa 
—forty-six preachers. 

3. The North-west German Conference shall include the States of 
Minnesota and Wisconsin—seventy-six preachers. 

4. The South-west German Conference shall include the States 
of Missouri, Kansas, and Nebraska—sixty-five preachers. 

5. Denver, with the German work in Colorado, shall be. united 
with the Colorado Conference. 


CINCINNATI. 


J. M. Walden offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted: 


Resolved, That reports from Standing Committees shall be taken 
up in the order in which said committees were raised, and where a 
report from any committee elicits discussion, only one report from 
such committee shall be considered under each call. 


DELAWARE. 
H. Jolley offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee on Sunday- 
schools and Tracts : 
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Whereas, Weare more than ever convinced that to create and 
sustain Sunday-schools is to plant and cultivate the primary Church ; 
and, 

Whereas, Such men, and. such men. only, are needed to be:ap- 
pointed as Superintendents that have the same view, and therefore 
teach in that direction ;. therefore, 

Resolved, That the character of the Superintendent and his work 
of teaching be examined by the Presiding Elder at each Quarterly 
Conference. 


DES MOINES. 
E. M. H. Fleming offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on the Book Con- 
Cen ae 2 


Resolved, That.in order to get the, Western’ Advocates into. the 
hands of the people and thereby make those papers not only a 
power for good, but also self-supporting, we direct the Western 
Book Agents to reduce the price to $2-00.per, annum, or by some 
means provide cheaper periodical literature. 


FLORIDA. 


C. L. Robinson offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church: 


Whereas, While it is not the policy or purpose of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in any manner to connect the Church. with the 
State, or to bring politics into our religion, yet, in. view of the im- 
piety, unfaithfulness, and corruption that has come, in. many in- 
stances, to prevail in places of public trust ; and in view of the fact 
that the Christian graces have had so little prominence as qualifica- 
tions for official positions, and being profoundly.impressed that all 
the blessings of civil liberty, which we so abundantly enjoy, are due 
directly to the enlightening influence of the Christian. religion ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we, the Delegates to the General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in Conference. assembled, at this, 
the dawn of the new century of our freedom, do. most earnestly 
recommend to the members of our Church throughout the country 
that they endeavor by every just and proper.means to place in all 
the civil offices of our Government only such men as are known to 
possess and maintain a true Christian character and principles. 


Bishop Harris announced the following: Commission- 
ers to meet a similar Committee from the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, South, namely: Morris D’C..Crawford, 
Enoch L. Fancher, Erasmus Q. Fuller, Clinton B. Fisk, 
John P. Newman. 

The regular order of business was resumed. 


NEBRASKA. 


. E. H. Rogers offered the following resolution, which 
was referred to the Committee on Boundaries : 


2 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries .be instructed to 
inquire into and report such action as may be necessary to supply 
the region known as the Black Hills with Methodist preachers. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA. 


C. A. Brook offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tions, which were referred to the Committee on Missions: 


Whereas, Our missionary treasury is deeply involved in debt ; 
and, 

Whereas, The financial condition of the whole country is’ such 
that we cannot hope for largely increased collections ; therefore, 

Resolved, t. That the most careful economy should be employed 
in the management and expenditures of our missionary funds. 

Resolved, 2. That we recommend to our Missionary Secretaries 
and Board of Managers to devise means whereby intelligence of 
our missionary work and wants may be more generally diffused 
among our people. : 

Resolved, 3. That while we are always glad to receive the visits 
of the Missionary Secretaries at our Annual Conferences, yet we do 
~ not believe these visitations as productive of a sufficient amount of 
good to justify their uniform continuance. 

Resolved, 4. That we recommend that the Bishops so arrange 
their work that they may be able to attend the missionary anni- 
versaries at all our Annual Conferences, and that they furnish to these 
Conference auxiliaries all needed information in regard to our mis- 
sionary operations and wants. 


NORTH-WEST IOWA. 


B. Mitchell offered the following preamble and reso- 
lutions, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church: 


_ | Whereas, By a construction of the Discipline, commonly received, 
‘a disability has been placed upon the women of the Church, .ex- 
_cluding them from certain departments of work in which they have 
proved themselves to be eminently useful, and to which God has 
most evidently called some of them ; and, 
Whereas, Such construction of Discipline is as much opposed to 
‘the greatest possible good of the Church as it is to the Holy Script- 


ures ; therefore, idee: 
Resolved, t. That such construction of the Discipline shall not 


hereafter be admissible. 

Resolved, 2. That all such disabilities are hereby taken away, so 
that women may be elected to any and all of the offices in our So- 
cieties, and properly granted license to preach. 

The Secretary presented a memorial on the Hymn 
Book, forwarded to him by mail, which was referred to 


the Committee on the Hymn Book. 


NEW. ENGLAND. 


William: R. Clark offered the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Missions. 
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Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed to in- 
quire into and report on the expediency of directing the Board of 
Managers of the Missionary Society to provide as soon as practica- 
ble for the publication of a monthly magazine devoted to the sub- 
ject of missions. 


W. F. Warren offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church: 


Whereas, It is of the utmost importance that the testimony of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, with respect to what is known as the 
spirit of caste, should be clear, unequivocal, and emphatic ; there- 
fore, ; : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the State of the Church be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of inserting in the Discipline 
immediately after paragraph 38 (that on ‘‘Slavery ”) the following 
paragraph, to wit: 

‘39, We also believe that in the Church of God there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scyth- 
ian, bond nor free ; that therefore in the government of the Church 
all race or caste discriminations are inconsistent with the teachings 
of the New Testament and offensive to the Creator and Redeemer 
of allmen. We, therefore, ordain that no person shall be precluded 
or excluded from membership with us, or from any position or privi- | 
lege, on account of race, color, or nationality, and all prudential 
rules and arrangements of the Church shall be interpretéd and ap- 
plied in harmony with this fundamental principle.” 


NEW YORK. 


R. Wheatley offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Bishops be, and hereby are, requested to se- 
lect five men of thorough literary culture, and intimate acquaintance 
with the intellectual and religious wants of the Church and country, 
and that the brethren thus selected, with the Book Agents at New 
York, be added to the Committee on the Ladies’ Repository, pro- 
vided for in the third resolution of Report No. IV of the Committee 
on the Book Concern at New York. 

C. L. Robinson, lay delegate from Florida, having 
returned home, Jeffrey Grant was admitted to his seat. 

L. D. Davis offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 

Resolved, That the election of Editor of the Ladies’ Reposi- 
tory be postponed until the character of the magazine shall be es- 
tablished by the Agents and Committee already provided for, and 


that when this is done, the said Committee shall be authorized to 
fill the vacancy. 


Conference, on motion, proceeded to the election of 
an Editor of the Ladies’ Repository. Daniel Curry was 
nominated in addition to those named yesterday. The 
ballots having been collected the tellers retired. 
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UPPER IOWA. 


A. J. Kynett offered the following resolution, which 
was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Board of Management of our Educational, 
Missionary, Church Extension, Freedmen’s Aid, and Publishing 
Work be, and are hereby, recommended to unite in the publication 
of a monthly Church Manual, to be sent free to all our traveling 
preachers, giving such information as may be useful in presenting 
these several causes to our people, and that the Book Agents at New 
York be authorized and instructed to publish such manual, charging 
each department in proportion to the space assigned it a proper pro- 
portion of the actual cost of publication. 


WEST VIRGINIA. 


J. W. W. Bolton offered the following preamble and 
resolution, which were read and adopted: 


Whereas, The impression is on the minds of some that the Pitts- 
burgh Christian Advocate is the property of a private corporation ; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the said paper has been since 1840, and still is, the 
property of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and under the custo- 
dianship of the General Conference. 


The tellers returned with the result of the third ballot 
for Editor of the Ladies’ Repository : 

Whole number of votes, 284; necessary to a choice, 
143. 

Daniel Curry received 200. | 

Daniel Curry having received a majority of all the 
votes cast was declared elected. 

On motion, the further call of the roll for resolutions 
and miscellaneous business was dispensed with for the 
balance of the session. 

Bishop Simpson presented the memorial of A.’ B. 
Gildersleeve in regard to certificates of church-member- 
ship to members when traveling, and it was referred to 
the Committee on the State of the Church. 

The report of the Delegates to the General Confer- 
ence of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was 
presented and read, as follows: 


The Delegates appointed to bear the fraternal greetings of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church to the Gen- 
eral Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, in ses- 
sion in the city of Atlanta, Ga., have to report that we have dis- 
charged the duty assigned to us. During the last days of April we 
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May20. received from the Board of Bishops the official notification and cer- 
Eienteents tificate of our appointment, and repaired to the seat of that Confer- 
Day. ence. On reaching the city we notified that honored body of our 
appointment to bear to it the greetings of the mother Church, and 
our pleasure to await any expressions of their wishes in the matter. 
In response, a communication was immediately received from the 
Conference expressive of their satisfaction on learning of our visit, 

as well as of their desire formally to receive us at an early date. 

On the 12th inst. we were escorted to the Conference and intro- 
duced to the presiding officer, the venerable Bishop Paine, then to 
his episcopal colleagues and the Conference. Our reception was 
most cordial and hearty on the part of the entire body. Our visit 
awakened in the minds of many precious recollections of earlier 
days spent in the mother Church. Some of these memories were 
freshly touched in appropriate responses of Bishops Paine, Wayman, 
and Campbell. 

In going out and in among these beloved brethren for several 
days, we found much to admire and love in their piety, Christian 
zeal, simple modes of worship, so in harmony with primitive Method- 
ism, and in their devotion to labor for the salvation of souls. We 
could but feel that this Church forms an important factor in the 
problem of our Christian humanity this nation has to solve. In con- 
clusion, we are happy to report that they will give expression to their 
fraternal feelings by a delegation to this body. 


Respectfully submitted, D. SHERMAN, 
J CrarE, 
yo etd On motion, the order of business was suspended to 
tees. receive reports of the Standing and Special Committees 
in order to their publication in the Daily Advocate. 
Episeopacy. The Committee on Episcopacy presented Report 
No. III. 
Itinerancy. The Committee on Itinerancy presented Reports Nos. 
I and II. 
Revisals. The Committee on Revisals presented Reports Nos. 
IX, X, and XI, and minority report to No. IX. 
Suniay- ig. Phe Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts pre- 
Tracts. sented Reports Nos. I and II. 
Freedmen. The Committee on Freedmen presented Report 
No. I. 
Book Con- The Committee on Book Concern presented majority 
a and minority Report No. VIII. 
Indiciary. The Committee on Judiciary presented Report No. I. 


pean adhe Committee on the Metropolitan Church pre- 
sented their report. 
aOR A. 65 George offered the following preamble and res- 
Ames. olution, which were read, and unanimously adopted by 
a rising vote : 
Whereas, Rev. Bishop Edward R. Ames has for nearly a quarter 


of a century been one of our general Superintendents, and is well 
known and highly esteemed in all our borders; and, 
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Whereas, He has this day reached the ripe age of threescoie and 
ten years, and is still able to perform, efficiently and successfully, his 
episcopal work ; therefore, 

Resolved, That we offer our warmest congratulations to our be- 
loved Superintendent on this interesting occasion, and earnestly pray 
that our heavenly Father will grant him many additional years of 
honor and happiness. 


J. W. Freund, by corsent, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was read, and, on motion, adopted: 

Resolved, That the Book Agents be ordered to publish the Bishops’ 
Address in German. 

D. Sherman and J. C. Tate, Fraternal Delegates to 
the General Conference of the African Methodist Epis- 
- copal Church, were introduced, and gave an account of 
their visit. 

On motion, half past ten o’clock A.M. next Monday 
“was fixed as the time for selecting the seat of the next 
General Conference. 

John’ W. Ray was substituted for Will Cumback on 
the Committee on the Book Concern. 

J. H. Bayliss was substituted for F. C. Holliday on 
the Committee on the State of the Church. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. 

Notices were given, doxology sung, and benediction 
pronounced by William H. Olin. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 22. 


The Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop 
Merrill in the chair. 

The religious services were conducted by Henry 
Liebhart. 

The Journal of Saturday’s proceedings was then read 
and approved. 

On motion of W. J. Paxson, the Conference took up 
the paper presented by the Bishops in regard to New 
Articles of Religion. 

On‘motion, the paper was adopted, and it was ordered 
that it be printed in the Journal. [See pages 206-208.] 

On motion of J. M. Walden, Report No. VII of the 
Book Concern was taken up for the consideration of 
items 5 and 6, the items relating to the South-western 
Christian Advocate, published in New Orleans, and 
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Dennis N. Cooley offered the following substitution for 
the 5th section, to wit: 

The Agents of the Book Concern in New York are authorized in 
their discretion to pay toward the publication of the semi-monthly 
South-western Advocate, published at New Orleans, the sum of one 
thousand dollars per year, in half-yearly payments, commencing with 
July 1, 1876, but they shall in no case assume any other or greater 
responsibility for or on account of such publication. 

George J. Ferry moved to amend the substitute by 
inserting January 1, 1877, instead of July 1, 1876, but 
the motion did not prevail. 

A motion to accept the substitute offered by D. N. 
Cooley was then lost by a count vote of 105 for to 152 
against it. 

A motion to adopt items 5 and 6 of Report No. VII. 
of the Book Concern then prevailed by the following 
vote, the yeas and nays having been demanded on motion 
of D. N. Cooley: 

Yeas—Adams of Mississippi, Allman, Alston, Andrus, 
Appel, Aultman, Baker, Barrows, Bayliss, Beeman, Bell, 
Belt, Benson, Bignell, Bingham, Birch, Bohl, Braden, 
Brown of Western New York, Brooke, Brooks, Bruce, 
Brush, Buck, Buckingham, Buckner, Burns, Calderwood, 
Call, Camp, Campbell, Carroll, Carskadon, Carter, 
Caughlan, Chadwick, Chesbro, Chestnut, Cilley, Cissell, 
Clapp, Clark of Troy, Cleveland, Cobb, Cooper of North-- 
ern New York, Cornell, Cochran, Crary, Crawford, Cum- 
mings, Dashiell, Decker of Central New York, Dennett, 
De Pauw, De Puy Dickhaut, Doane, Doering, Earp, 
Edwards of Detroit, England, Erwin, Evans of Central 
Illinois, Fike, Fish, Fisher, Fisk of St. Louis, Fiske of 
Detroit, FitzGerald, Fleming, Foreman, Foss, Fowler, 
French of Central New York, Fry, Fuller, Garmoe, 
George, Goodrich, Graves, Grant, Griffin, Hamilton, 
Hamlin, Hammett, Hammond, Harbin, Hartman of 
Baltimore, Hartman of Central German, Hartzell, 
Hatfield, Haven, Haw, Hays, Heisley, Hemenway, 
Herrick, Hitchcock, Holliday, Holloway, Horner, Hoyt 
of North Ohio, Hunt of Western New York, Hunt- 
ington, Hurst, Huston, Ives, Jackson, Jacokes, Jaques, 
Jervey, Jewitt, Jocelyn, Jolley, Keener, King, Koch, 
Koeneke, Kynett, Ladd, Leaton, Liebhart, Lillard, 
Locke, Loeber, Lowrey, Lyon, Mahin. Mallalieu, Man- 
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ker, Manly, Marine, Martindale, Mather of North Ohio, May 22. 


Mather of West Wisconsin, Matlack, M’Adoo, M’Don- 
ald of Iowa, M’Donald of Mississippi, M’Elroy, M’Keown, 
M’Williams, Meek, Meharry, Metcalf, Miller (R. L.) of 
Pittsburgh, Miller of Alabama, Mitchell of North West 
Iowa, Molloy, Moody, Morgan of Vermont, Mosser, 
Muir, Nelson, Nettleton, Newman, Neu, Ninde, Ocum- 
paugh, Otis, Painter, Perrine, Pershing, Pierce, Pratt, 
Prentiss, Puffer, Queal of Central New York, Ray, Reid, 
Rice, Richardson, Riddle, Rogers (George), Rothweiler, 
Round, Ruggles, Schuler, Shinkel, Slaughter, Smart, 
Smith of North-west Indiana, Smith of Pittsburgh, Snow- 
den, Stanley, Steele, Stetson, Stowe, Swayzee, Taylor, 
Todd, Towne, Trimble, Turner of Philadelphia, Turner 
of California, Van Orsdell, Walden, Walker of St. Louis, 
Walker of Wisconsin, Warnock, Warren, Weaver, Web- 
ster of South Carolina, Webster of Florida, Wells of 
Troy, Wells of Mississippi, Whedon, Wheeler of Wyom- 
ing, White, Whitney, Wilbur, Willard, Williamson, Win- 
ters, Witting, Wright of Minnesota, Zaring—217. 

Nays—Atkinson, Barnes, Bates, Blake, Bolton, Brock, 
Clarke (G.W.), Colman, Cooley, Cooper of Baltimore, Cur- 
ry, Darnall, Davis of Providence, Decker of New York, 
Dix, Eaton, Eckman, Fagg, Ferry, French of Maine, 
Freund, Goodsell, Graw, Green of New Jersey, Green of 
Rock River, Griswold,Gunn, Haughey, Hiester, Hendrick- 
son, Hiett, Holman, Hughey, Hunt of New York East, 
Hunter, Jervis, Kendrick, Kopp, Lanahan, Leavitt, 
Lewis, Lloyd, Martin, M’Chesney, M’Kenzie, M’Kinley, 
Miley, Miller of Upper Iowa, Miller of Erie, Mitchell of 
South Kansas, Mitchell of Central Pennsylvania, Moore 
of Erie, Moore of Des Moines, Morgan of Baltimore, 
Mowe, Mues, Nesbit, O’Neal, Olin, Palmer, Paxson, Per- 
ry, Pettibone, Phillips, Pipher, Powell, Power, Price of 
Upper Iowa, Price of Philadelphia, Prindle, Ramsey, 
Ransom, Reynolds, Ridgaway, Rogers of Nebraska, Scud- 
der, Smith of Rock River, Spencer, Stone of East Maine, 
Thoburn, Waters, Webster of Troy, Wentworth, Weth- 
erby—84. 

Absent or not voting—Adams of New Hampshire, 
Auld, Ball, Bodine, Brown of Iowa, Buckley, Calley, 
Chaplain, Clark (C.) of Erie, Clark of New England, Cum- 
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frees, Dennis, Dickey, Doelfeld, Drinkle, Dunn, Evans 
of Colorado, Hanlon, Harrison, Henry, Hoyt of New 
York East, Hurlburt, Jones, Lawrence of Alabama, 
Lawrence of Central Ohio, Marlay, Marquardt, Martin, 
Merrick, Merrill, Miles, Miller, Hiram of Pittsburgh, 
Monroe, Neidringhaus, Perkins, Presnell, Queal of Rock 
River, Searles, Sessions, Sexton, Smith of South Kan- 
sas, Tevis, Toles, Underwood, Walker (M. B.) Ware, 
Wheatley, Wheeler of Erie, Wood of North-west Indi- 
ana, Wood of Philadelphia—s 4. 

The items of the Report as finally adopted are as 
follow, namely :— 

“‘s. The Committee recommend that the South-western Christian 
Advocate, now published in New Orleans, be adopted as an official 
weekly Church paper, and published by the New York Book Agents, 
under the control of the Book Committee, beginning June 1, 1876; 
and that in paragraph 445 of the Discipline, in which the election of 
Editors of our Church papers is provided for, the following shall be 
inserted at the proper place: ‘‘ And an Editor of the South-western 
Christian Advocate, published in New Orleans ;.” and also that in 
paragraph 459, in which the fixing of Editors’ salaries is provided 
for, the Editor at New Orleans be added to those whose salaries are 
to be fixed by the Book Committee. 

“‘6, That, should the expense of editing and publishing the South-.. 
western Christian Advocate exceed two thousand dollars per year, 
and such excess not be provided and paid by the patronizing Con- 
ference, the Book Agents at New York are instructed to discontinue 
said paper.” 

James A. Duncan, D.D., Fraternal. Delegate from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, was introduced, 
and took leave of the Conference. _ 

It was stated that John B. Edwards, one of. the dele- 
gates from the Northern New York Conference, had 
been called away, and J. C. Cooper was assigned his 
place. 

On motion, the time of the session was extended. 

Bishop Janes having announced that the Fraternal 
Delegates from the African Methodist Episcopal Church 
were present, on motion, it was ordered that their recep- 
tion be made the order of the day for to-morrow imme- 
diately after the reading of the Journal. 

R. Nelson, rising to a question of privilege, an- 
nounced, on behalf of the Wyoming delegation, the 
death of Rev. George Peck, D.D., and having offered the 


following paper, it was adopted by a rising vote: 
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The Wyoming delegation have the sad office to announce to this May 22. 
General Conference the death, on Saturday last, at his home in the Ninerventa: 
city of Scranton, Pa., of the Rev. George Peck, D.D. Day. 

He had been for sixty years an itinerant minister. He had been Resolutions 
for several years one of our chief editors. He had been actively and slopted, 
directly connected with the work of education in our connection. 

He was continuously a member of the General Conference from 1824 
to and including that of 1872. So devoted had been his life, so 
active and long-continued his service, and so especially successful 
his work as pastor, presiding elder, editor, and author, that his life 
constituted an important part of the religious history of our Church 
during the last half century. We deem it just to make this minute 
touching the death of one who so magnified the grace of God in his 
life ; therefore, < 

Resolved, 1. That the above minute be entered upon the Journal 
of this Conference as expressive of its high appreciation of the valu- 
able life and eminent services to our Church of the late Rev. Dr. 

George Peck, and that in his death we recognize the truth that a 
truly great man in Israel has fallen. 

Resolved, 2. That we hereby express our sympathy with the be- 
reaved family, and Bishop. Peck, brother of the. departed, assuring 
them of our prayers that they may be sustained and realize the 
support and constant presence of the Divine Comforter. 

Resolved, 3. That a copy of the above be furnished the family of 
the deceased by the Secretary of this Conference. 


L. C. Queal presented a memorial, signed by A. C. Boundaries. 
George and others, relating to Conference boundaries. 
and it was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

F. C. Holliday presented the following resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, That where there are two or more Conferences within 
the territory of the same State who may desire to readjust their 
Conference lines, they shall have authority to do so by the appoint- 
ment of Commissioners in such manner as may to.them be mutually 
satisfactory. 


J. L. Smith presented a paper relative to the appeal Te 
of A. C. Cobb, anda it was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 
B. St. J. Fry presented the action of Sedalia District Colored Con- 
* é ferences. 
Conference concerning colored Conferences, and it was 
referred to the Committee on the State of the Church. 
E. O. Haven offered the following resolution, which Publ’ Come 
mittee 0. 


was referred to the Committee on Revisals: Pittsburgh 
Advocate. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to con- 
sider the propriety of so changing paragraph 451, relating to the 
Publishing Committee of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, that 
it shall consist of an equal number of members from the Conferences 
named. 


W. Keener presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
the State of the Church: 
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Whereas, We have a diversity of nationalities in the United States 
of America; and, 

Whereas, On account of their nationality they have a natural affin- 
ity to associate together in their societies, both secular and religious, 
because congeniality draws them together without any friction or jar; 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, 1. That it is the sense of the General Conference that 
it is expedient and wise, where societies are formed by congeniality 
of the different races and nationalities, to recognize such natural 
associations. 

Resolved, 2. That on the petition of not less than twenty-five 
preachers of any race or nationality, representing territory contiguous 
enough to be worked on our itinerant system, they shall be formed 
into Annual Conferences on account of the congeniality that exists 
between individuals of the same race or nationality. 

Resolved, 3. We deem it unwise and impracticable by arbitrary 
legislation to prevent the different races and nationalities from 
adjusting their associations by the principle of congeniality or self- 
adjustment. 

Resolved, 4. We do declare that it is the privilege of any race or 
nationality to form congregations of their own, and have Annual 
Conferences, provided they conform to the usage and doctrines of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and the supervision of the episcopacy 
of our Church, 


I. S. Bingham offered the following resolutions, which 
were referred to the Committee on Boundaries: 


Resolved, 1. That all resolutions, memorials, or petitions which ask 
for, or involve, the divisions of Conferences, or the rearrangement or 
reconstruction into new Conferences of territory already includea 
within organized Conferences, shall first be passed upon by the An- 
nual Conferences immediately interested before they shall be enter- 
tained by the General Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That all changes of boundaries, of less importance 
than such as are provided for by resolution No. 1, shall first go for 
adjustment to a Commission of ten, five of whom shall be appointed 
by each Annual Conference concerned, at its second session preced-. 
ing the General Conference, whose decision, when it shall have the 
concurrence of the Bishop or Bishops who may preside in such Con- 
ferences at the session immediately preceding the appointment of 
such Commission, shall be final; provided, that if the Commission 
so appointed shall fail to agree, or the presiding Bishop shall not 
concur, then the case, with its facts, together with the records of the 
Commission, shall come to the General Conference for final adjudi- 
cation. 


A. O. Hiester presented a memorial from Grace 
Church, Harrisburgh, relative to boundaries, and it was 
referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

On motion, the Conference adjourned. The doxoiogy 
was sung, and the benediction was pronounced by I. S. 
Bingham. 
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May23. 
TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 23. DAE 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop An- Bishop An- 
drews presiding. pos 

Religious exercises were conducted by Emory Miller. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Hiram Price moved the suspension of the Rules to. Limitation 
consider the following resolution, which, after being read, eyes 
was laid on the table: 


Resolved, That hereafter until the close of this General Conference 
no person shall be allowed to speak longer at any one time than five 
minutes, except in closing the debate, as now provided for. 


The call for reports of Committees was taken up. \Reports. 

A minority report from the Committee on Episco- Episcopacy. 
pacy to Report No. III was presented. 

The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts pre- Sunday- 
sented Reports Nos. III, IV, and V. rio 

The Committee on the State of the Church presented eee the 
Reports Nos. III, IV, and V. : 

The Committee on Lay Representation presented a Lay Repre- 
paper, and it was, on motion, made the special order for Sere 
to-morrow at ten o’clock A.M. 

A minority report on the same subject was also pre- ee Re- 
sented. 

On motion of R. Nelson, Report No. II of the Com- Report No. 


5 : 6 IL of Com- 
mittee on Episcopacy was taken up, and, after consider- mittee on 
a : 4 be Be 

able discussion, it was adopted as follows: adopted. 


Your Committee on Episcopacy respectfully report : 

1. That it was proposed that some one of our general Superin- 
tendents should, in the judgment of your Committee, visit all our 
Asiatic missions during the next quadrennium, and examine the work 
in detail, devoting two full years to his visitation. 

2. It was resolved, as the opinion of the Committee, that one of 
our general Superintendents, if in the opinion of the Bishops it shall 
be practicable, should visit Africa during the next four years, not 
simply to observe the Liberia mission work, as now established, but 
to push somewhat into the interior with a view to an extension of 
our mission fields in that direction. 

Pending the above two items in the Committee on Episcopacy, it 
was resolved to ask advice from the Bishops on the first item, to wit: 
The matter of plans for the visitation of our missions in Japan, 
China, and India. Thereupon Bishop Hairis, May 16, laid the fol- 
lowing paper from the Bishops before us: 

““To the Committee on Episcopacy: Having received your com- 
munication, through Dr. Newman, touching episcopal visitations to 
foreign missions, we beg leave to reply: We fully agree with you as 


19 


290 


May23. 
TWENTIETH 
Day. 


Itinerancy. 


Introduction 
of Frater- 
nal Dele- 
gates. 

Bishop Janes 
presiding. 


Resolution 
of Welcome 


Leave of 
absence. 


Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


to the necessity of such visitations, but do not agree entirely with the 
Committee as to the plan proposed. We think that the missions in 
Europe require at least two visitations during the quadrennium, as 
during the past quadrennium they had three. We do not doubt, also, 
that the enlargement of the work in India, Japan, and China, will 
require two visits during the same time. As a Bishop must be in 
California each summer and autumn to hold the Conferences on the 
coast, we judge it wisest to proceed from San Francisco to Japan and 
China, returning the ensuing spring, involving thus only the cost and 
time of the passages to and from that coast, and interfering but little 
with the period of holding the Conferences in this country. And as 
a Bishop should be in Italy at least twice, the passage from that 
point to Bombay through the Isthmus of Suez would be compara- 
tively short. We think two visitations could thus be made during 
the quadrennium both to China and India with much less sacrifice 
of time and at little more cost, if not indeed at less expense, all 
things considered, than would be required for a Bishop to spend two 
years and a half, as in the plan proposed by the Committee, two sum- 
mers of which would be spent in comparatively limited usefulness. 
After long and repeated consultations we had already arranged our 
plans for this method, and we believe that you will agree with us 
that it would be better for the Church, all interests considered, to ad- 
here to the plan thus arranged. 

““As to the mission in Africa, we think the plan alluded to in 
the Episcopal Address would answer all the ends to be accom- 
plished by an episcopal visit. We, of course, desire to give the 
whole subject the most careful attention, and arrange the plan of 
our work so as to accomplish the greatest amount of supervision at 
the least possible expense of time and money.” 

Your Committee therefore recommend the adoption of the plan of 
visitation suggested by the Bishops, in lieu of the first item given 
above, and also ask you to adopt our above second item as it 
stands. 


The Committee on Itinerancy presented Reports 
Nos. III and IV, and a minority report to No. IV. 

The order of the day, the introduction of Fraternal 
Delegates, was taken up. 

Bishop Janes, by request of Bishop Andrews, took the 
chair, and introduced Rev. James H. A. Johnston, Rev. 
B. F. Tanner, D.D., and Rev. W. F. Dickinson, of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, who severally ad- 
dressed the Conference. [See Appendix, 23-96, | 

D. A. Whedon offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted by a rising vote: 


fesolved, That we receive with great pleasure the visit of the 
representatives of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, Rev. 
James H, A. Johnston, Rev. B. F. Tanner, D.D., and Rev. Wm. F. 
Dickinson, and heartily reciprocate the sentiments of fraternal re- 
gard of which they are the bearers. We rejoice in the prosperity 
which God has given this important branch of the Methodist family, 
and earnestly desire that the bonds of brotherhood between them 
and us may continue and strengthen more and more. 


R. F. Queal, of Rock River, was excused from at- 
tendance during the remainder of the session, and, on 
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motion, C. H. Fowler was substituted for him on the May 23. 


* Committee on the Book Concern. 

A Fraternal letter was received from the National 
Council of the Congregational Church, and its Delegate, 
Rey. J. E. Rankin, D.D., was introduced and addressed 
the Conference. [See Appendix, 38, 39.] 

Alfred Wheeler offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and adopted by a rising vote: 


Resolved, That we haye listened with great satisfaction to the 
eloquent utterances of Rev. Dr. Rankin, Fraternal Delegate of the 
National Council of Congregational Churches, and that recog- 
aizing in them true colaborers in the great work of Protestant evan- 
gelization, we express our gratitude to God for their prosperity at 
home and success abroad, and hold their triumphs as the triumphs 
of our common Christianity. 


Bishop Janes presented a letter from Mrs. E. W. 
Spaulding, the widow of a deceased minister, which, on 
motion, was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy. 

Bishop Janes also presented the following Report of 
the Fraternal Delegates to the British Wesleyan Con- 
ference, which was read and referred to the Committee 
on Fraternal Correspondence : 


To the General Conference of the Methadist Episcopal Church : 


DEAR BRETHREN: In accordance with usage and propriety, the 
undersigned, who were deputed by the General Conference of 1872 
to convey its fraternal messages to the British and Irish Wesleyan 
Conferences, submit a brief statement in regard to the execution of 
their mission. ; 

It was decided by the proper authority that our visitation of these 
Conferences should be made at their sessions of 1874. It was 
matter of extreme regret to us when the time arrived that, in the 
case of the Irish Conference, we were able to accomplish but in 
part the object of our appointment. Sickness prevented one of us, 
and uncontrollable circumstances the other, from reaching the seat 
of the Conference in time to present the address in person. How- 
ever, the address itself was duly forwarded, and at the proper time 
was read to the Conference. 

We reached Camborne, Cornwall, the seat of the British Con- 
ference, in time for the opening of the session, and were permitted 
to witness the process of organization. 

Immediately thereafter, in anticipation of our official presenta- 
tion, we were informally introduced to the Conference. This se- 
cured us, without delay, pleasant personal acquaintance with many 
members of the body, and was the means of contributing greatly to 
the enjoyment of our visit. A few days later we were formally pre- 
sented to a full Conference in open session. As this was the onl 
occasion during the session in which the public would have the 
privilege of attendance, the crowd was very great. The Rev. Ger- 
vase Smith, Secretary of the Conference, read, in a very effeotive 
manner, the Fraternal Address of our General Conference. It was 
heard with evident interest both by the Conference and the assem- 
bly. We were then allowed the privilege of addressing the Con- 
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ference. Our remarks, which, besides confirming the kindly sen- 
timents of the Fraternal Letter, aimed to convey a more particular 
impression of the greatness of the work our Church is attempting to 
perform, were listened to with every mark of interest, and with 
frequent expressions of approval. The Rev. Dr. Punshon, Presi- 
dent of the Conference, and the Rey. William Arthur, A.M., a dis- 
tinguished ex- president, responded in behalf of the Conference. 
Their words, kindly as toward ourselves, and eloquent in expres- 
sions of appreciation and affection for the Church whose messengers 
we were, called forth earnest demonstrations on the part of the Con- 
ference, and of the assembled multitude. 

In closing this brief statement we may be permitted to add that 
our previous exalted impressions of the British Conference, as a 
body of able and devoted ministers of the Lord Jesus, were heightened 
by what we saw and heard while in association with them. We saw 
in them much to admire and emulate, and left them with the prayer 
that on them, as on ourselves, the blessing of our common Lord 
might increasingly abide. ~  WiLitamM L. Harris. 


BALTIMorE, Way 22, 1876. Lee age ate 


The rules were suspended in order to fix the place 
for holding the next session of the General Conference. 
Cincinnati, Ohio, Philadelphia, Pa., Indianapolis, Ind., 
and Cleveland, Ohio, were named and represented. 

A count vote was ordered, and it was resolved to pro- 
ceed in the order in which the places were named, and 
that the place receiving a majority of all the votes cast 
be selected as the place. 

Cincinnati received 128 votes; Philadelphia, 11; In- 
dianapolis, 110; Cleveland, 52. ; 

No one of the places named having received a major- 
ity,,a new vote was taken. Philadelphia and Cleveland 
having been withdrawn, Cincinnati received 148 votes; 
Indianapolis, 136; thereupon Cincinnati was. declared 
the place chosen. 

Report No. I of the Committee on Itinerancy Ss on 
motion, taken up. 

The report related to the case of Thomas C. Wilson, 
of the Wisconsin. Conference. 

L. C. Queal moved that the matter before us be re- 
turned to the source from which it came, that the per- 
son aggrieved may have the right to carry the case to 
the Court of Appeals if he desires. 

G. M. Steele made a motion to lay the m&tter on the 
table, which was lost. 

J. H. Bayliss moved to lay the motion of L. C. Queal 
on the table until the Committee on the Judiciary pre- 
sent their report.. 
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Pending the discussion, Asbury Lowrey was granted May 23. 


leave of absence for two days. gts aaa 
_ The Secretary read the following communication [eave ofab- 
from Rev. J. O. Peck, D.D., pastor of the Mount Ver- a 5 
. . ° . Nvitation. 
non Place Methodist Episcopal Church, in Baltimore, excursion to 


5 ES ‘ cl Annapolis 
inviting the Conference to a steamboat excursion to the accepted. 


capital of the State, and, on motion, the invitation was 


accepted : 
BartimoreE, May 28, 1876. 


I am requested to tender to the General Conference, on behalf of 
General Ensign of the Maryland Steamboat Company, an invitation . 
to an excursion down the beautiful bay on the elegant steamer 
J. W. D. Pentz to Annapolis, to visit the Naval Academy, the cap- 
itol, and the governor’s mansion, If the General Conference accept 
the invitation, the steamer will leave pier No. 3, Light-street, Thurs- 
day next, at 1 P. M., returning about 7 P. M., and tickets will be 
furnished to the members to-morrow morning. Will the General 
Conference decide this morning its pleasure in the premises ? 


J. O. Peck, Pastor Mt.Vernon Pl. M. E. Church. 


D. N. Cooley presented Reports Nos. IX and X of Book Con- 


cern, 


the Committee on the Book Concern, and G. J. Ferry a 
minority report to No. IX. 
The Conference adjourned by expiration of time. 
Announcements were made, the doxology sung, and 
the benediction pronounced by Bishop Janes. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 24. May 24. 


TWENTY- 
: é First Day. 
Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Haven Bishop Ha 
residin ven presid- 
pre g- ing. 


Religious services were conducted by C. Ov Fisher. 
The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 


The subject under discussion at the close of yester- Report No. I 
day’s session—Report No. I of the Committee on Itin- tee on Itin- 


erancy—was, on motion, taken up. The report was as “ 
follows: Previous 
question. 
ITINERANCY—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Itinerancy have had under consideration the 
case of Rev.*T. C. Wilson, a Presiding Elder in the Wisconsin An- 
nual Conference, and after examining. the papers and hearing the : 
verbal statements of the representatives of the case, report the fol- O, Laat tn 
lowing as the facts: . F. Queal. 
A private member who had been tried, but not excluded from the 
Church, appealed from the action of the Committee to the Quarterly 
Conference, at which Rey. T. C. Wilson presided as Presiding Elder ; 
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that Rev. T. C. Wilson ruled out the appeal, or refused to entertain 
it; that a charge of maladministration was preferred against said 
Wilson at the ensuing session of the Wisconsin Conference, and a 
committee, upon the hearing of the case, convicted him of malad- 
ministration, | 

The Discipline guarantees the right of appeal to members who 
have been excluded from the Church, but the appellant in this 
case was not excluded. The Discipline requires a Presiding Elder 
to decide all questions of law arising in a Quarterly Conference, 
subject to an appeal to the Bishop presiding at the ensuing Session 
of his Annual Conference. If the Presiding Elder has erred in his 
rulings; the decision of the Bishop alone can correct it. That the 
Bishop did not reverse the rulings of Rev. Thomas C. Wilson in 
his refusal to entertain an appeal from a private member who 
had simply been censured, but not excluded, is prima facie evi- 
dence that he approved of such rulings. But be that as it may, 
your Committee recommend the following action in view of the 
above facts ; : 

Resolved, That the action of the Wisconsin Annual Conférence, by 
which Rey. Thomas C. Wilson, a Presiding Elder in said Confer- 
ence, was convicted of maladministration, be and the same is hereby 
reversed. 


After discussion the previous question was ordered, 
the vote was taken, and the motion to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the report in order to hear from a 
Committee having thé question of law involved under 
consideration, prevailed. 

On motion, Orrington Lunt, a reserve lay dele- 
gate from Rock River Conference, was admitted to the 
seat made vacant by the absence of Robert F. Queal, 
and assigned to the Committee on the State of the 
Church. 

On motion of G. J. Ferry, the order of the day; Re- 
port No. I of the Committee on Lay Representation, 
was taken up. The report is as follows: 


LAY REPRESENTATION—REPORT NO. I. 


The Committee on Lay Representation respectfully present the 
following report ‘on the matters referred to them relating to Lay 
Representation : 


The Committee have carefully considered the petitions, memorials, 
and resolutions submitted to them, and recommend the changes in 
Discipline as follows : 


Section 3, paragraph 134, to read: ‘‘ To elect Trustees, where the 
laws of the State permit, and Stewards for the Circuit or Station, 
and of the latter to elect one a District, and oné a Recording Stew- 
ard. Also to elect two Laymen, over twenty-five years of age, who 
have been for the last three years members of the Church, Delegates 
to the District Conference.” 


Section 3, paragraph 113, to read: ‘‘ The District ‘Conferencés 
shall be composed of the Traveling and Local Preachers, the Ex- 
horters, the Delegates elected by the Quarterly Conferences, the 


1876.] Journal of the General Conference. 


295 


District Stewards, and the Sunday-school Superintendents in the May 24 


District ; but if there shall be more than one Sunday-school Super- 
intendent in any Circuit or Station, then the Quarterly Conference 
shall designate one of them for this service.” 


Section 3, paragraph 125, to read: ‘To provide for appropriate 
religious and literary exercises during its sessions for the mutual 
benefit of those attending upon them. And at the last session prior 
to the Annual Conference to elect, by ballot, as many Laymen Dele- 
gates to the Annual Conference as one to five of the effective cler- 
ical members of the District Conference ; and in case there is a re- 
maining fraction of five, (equaling three fifths,) then one Delegate 
additional may be elected.” 


Section 2, paragraph rot, to read: ‘‘ All the Traveling Preachers, 
both those who are in full membership and those who are on trial. 
Also the Laymen elected by the District Conferences, who shall have 
the same rights and powers as the clerical members, save in such 
questions as involve ministerial character and the election of minis- 
terial delegates to the General Conference.” 


Section I, paragraph 86, to read: ‘‘ The Lay Delegates shall be 
chosen by the Lay Delegates of the Annual Conferences on the 
third day of the session of the Annual Conference, at the place of its 
meeting, at its session immediately preceding the General Confer- 
ence, 


A minority of the Committee on Lay Representation 
offered the following paper in place of the majority 
report. The several paragraphs named to read as 
follows : 


LAY REPRESENTATION—MINORITY REPORT NO. I. 


Paragraph 85: The Lay Delegates shall consist of as many Lay- 
men as there are Ministerial Delegates allowed to the Annual Con- 
ference. 


Paragraph 86: The Lay Delegates shall be elected by the lay 
members of the Annual Conference at the same time as the election 
of Ministerial Delegates, but they shall meet separately for that pur- 
pose. 


Paragraph 87: The District Electoral Conference shall be com- 
posed of one layman from each Circuit or Station within the bounds 
of the Annual Conference, such Layman to be elected by the male 
members over twenty-one years of age who are in full connection 
with the Church, the election to be held at least five weeks before 
the meeting of the District Electoral Conference. 


Paragraph 88: The District Electoral Conference shall elect Lay 
Delegates to the Annual Conference equal in number to one for 
every four ministerial members of the Annual Conference residing in 
the district, who shall have all the rights of ministers, except that of vot- 
ing on the characters of ministers and of voting for ministerial Dele- 
gates to the General Conference ; provided, that no Layman shall be 
chosen a delegate to the Electoral Conference, or to either the Gen- 
eral or Annual Conference, who shall be under twenty-five years of 
age, or who shall not have been a member of the Church in full con- 
nection for five consecutive years preceding the election. 


Paragraph 89: The Presiding Elder shall appoint the time and 
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May 24. place of holding the first District Electoral Conference. Thereafter 


TWENTY- 
First Day. 
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the time and place of meeting shall be determined by the preceding 
Conference ; provided, that the time appointed shall be at least one 
month before the meeting of the Annual Conference. 


W. H. Perrine offered the following as a substitute 
for so much of the report as relates to the General 
Conference : 


84. The General Conference shall consist of a Clerical Senate and 
House of Lay Representatives. 

85. I. The Clerical Senate shall be composed of two delegates in 
elder’s orders from each Annual Conference, to be appointed by sen- 
iority or choice, at the discretion of such Annual Conference ; said 
Clerical Delegates to hold their office during the first three regular 
and consecutive sessions of the General Conference following the 
date of their election. 

86. At all times when the clerical Senate is met it shall take two 
thirds of the Clerical Delegates to constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business. 

87. One of the General Superintendents shall preside in the Cler- 
ical Senate ; but in case no General Superintendent be present, the 
Clerical Senate shall choose a president pro tempore. 

88. The Clerical Senate shall have sole power to try all impeach- 
ments of Bishops, Agents, Secretaries, Editors, and all other officers 
of the Church who are elected by the General Conference. 

89. The General Superintendents, or a majority of them, shall 
have power to convene, in the zz¢evim of the regular sessions of the 
General Conference, an extra session of the Clerical Senate to sit as 
a high court of impeachment; and when so assembled, no person 
shall be convicted except upon the concurrence of two thirds of the 
Clerical Delegates present. 

go. The Clerical Senate shall have the initiative in all measures 
relating to changes in the Ritual and moral discipline of the Church. 
And in cases of amendments arising in the House of Lay Repre- 
sentatives, the final determination thereof shall be with the Clerical 
Senate. 

gi. II. The House of Lay Representatives shall be composed 
of one lay representative for every ten thousand members of the 
Church within the bounds of his Annual Conference, and also an ad- 
ditional delegate for every additional six thousand members, said 
Lay Representatives to be chosen by the Lay Stewards of the An- 
nual Conferences on the day fixed for the election of the Clerical 
Delegates to the General Conference, but, by a separate vote, each 
Lay Representative to hold his office until the next triennial election, 
provided that no layman shall be eligible for an election to the Gen- 
eral Conference who shall be under twenty-five years of age, and 
who shall not have been a member of the Church for five consecu- 
tive years preceding the date of his election. 

2. At all times when the House of Lay Representatives is met it 
shall take two thirds of all the Lay Representatives elect to consti- 
tute a guorum for the transaction of business. 

93. One of the.General Superintendents shall preside in the House 
of Lay Representatives ; but in case no General Superintendent be 
present, the House of Lay Representatives shall proceed to choose a ° 
president pro tempore. 

94. The House of Lay Representatives shall appoint a standing 
Judiciary Committee, who shall have sole power of impeachment. 
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95. The General Superintendents, or a majority of them, shall May 24. 


have power to summon at any time this Judiciary Committee, and 
when so summoned they shall proceed to conduct before the Cler- 
ical Senate all trials of impeachment that may be instituted at any 
time against any of the officers of the Church elected by the Gener- 
al Conference. 

96. The House of Lay Representatives shall have the initiative in 
all measures relating to finance or other temporalities of the Church ; 
and, in case of amendments thereto arising in the Clerical Senate, the 
final determination thereof shall be with the House of Lay Repre- 
sentatives. ’ 

g7. III. These two distinct and separate Houses of the General 
Conference shall have concurrent power, as above described, to make 
all rules and regulations for our Church under the following limita- 
tions and restrictions, namely: (Ist Restrictive Rule,) (2d,) (3d,) 
(4th,) (5th,) and (6th.) 

98. Joint sessions of the two Houses may be held upon the recep- 
tion of Fraternal Delegations, the Bishops’ Address, and for the 
election of all the chief officers of the Church by the General Con- 
ference ; but no legislation shall be valid except it be by the con- 
current action of the two distinct and separate Houses. ; 

gg. All elections in joint sessions of Bishops, Agents, Secretaries, 
and Editors, shall be invariably by ballot. 

100. Neither House during the session of the General Conference 
shall adjourn for more than three days without the consent of the 
other, nor to any other place than that in which the General-Con- 
ference shall be sitting. 

tor. LV. The General Conference shall meet in the city of Cin- 
cinnati on the first Thursday in May, in the year of our Lord 1880, 
and thenceforward on the first Thursday of May, once in three years 
perpetually, in such place or places as shall be fixed upon from time 
to time ; but the General Superintendents, or a majority of them, by 
and with the consent of two thirds of all the Annual Conferences, 
shall have power either to change the place previously fixed upon by 
the General Conference, or to call an extra session of the General 
Conference, all vacancies to be filled in the usual way. 


This substitute was, on motion, laid on the table, and, 
on motion of J. M. Buckley, the report of the majority 
was also laid on the table. 

The minority report was then taken up, and, after 
discussion, was laid on the table. 

D. N. Cooley moved a reconsideration of the vote by 
which the minority report was tabled, and, on motion, 
the motion to reconsider was laid on the table by a 
vote of 151 yeas and 113 nays. 

On motion of J. M. Reid, Report No. II of the 
Committee on Missions was taken up and considered 
sertatim, and, after discussion and amendment, was 
adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the matter 
of a revision of the Constitution of the Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, have had the same under considera- 
tion, and submit the following: 
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ARTICLE I—NAME AND OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY. 


The name of this association shall be ‘‘ THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
OF THE METHODIST EPIscopAL CHURCH.” Its objects are char- 
itable and religious ; designed to diffuse more generally the blessings 
of education and Christianity, and to promote and support mission- 
ary schools and Christian missions throughout the United States and 
Territories, and also in foreign countries, under such rules and regu- 
lations as the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
may from time to time prescribe. 


ARTICLE II.—MEMBERS, HONORARY MANAGERS, AND PATRONS. 


The payment of twenty dollars at one time shall constitute a 
member for life. Any person paying one -hundred and fifty dollars 
at one time into the treasury shall be an honorary manager for life ; 
and the contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute the 
doner an honorary patron for life. Any such honorary manager or 
patron shall be entitled to a seat, and the right of speaking, but not 
of voting, in the Board of Managers. 


ARTICLE III.—BoUARD OF MANAGERS. 


The management and disposition of the affairs and property of the 
said corporation shall be vested in a Board of Managers, consisting | 
of the Bishops of said Church, who shall be ex-officio members of said 
Board, and thirty-two laymen and thirty-two traveling ministers of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, elected by the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, according to the requirements 
of the existing charter of the Society. Vacancies in the Board shall 
be filled as the charter provides. The Board shall also have author- 
ity to make by-laws, not inconsistent with this Constitution or the 
charter; to print books for Indian and Foreign Missions, and missions 
in which a foreign language is used ; to elect a President, Vice-Presi- 
dents, and a Recording Secretary; to fill vacancies that may occur 
among the officers elective by its own body ; and shall present a state- 
ment of its transactions and funds to the Church in its Annual Re- 
port ; and also shall lay before the General Conference a report of its 
transactions for the four preceding years, and the state of its funds. 


ARTICLE [V.—CORRESPONDING SECRETARIES. 


There shall be two Corresponding Secretaries appointed by the 
General Conference. 

They shall be subject to the direction and control of the Board 
of Managers, by whom their salaries shall be fixed, and their salaries 
shall be paid out of the treasury. They shall be exclusively em- 
ployed in conducting the correspondence of the Society, in furnish- 
ing the Church with missionary intelligence, and, under the direction 
of the Board, in supervising the missionary work of the Church, and 
by correspondence, traveling, and otherwise, in promoting the gen- 
eral interests of the Society. 

Should the office of either of the Secretaries become vacant, by 
death, resignation, or otherwise, the Board shall have power to pro- 
vide for the duties of the office until the Bishops, or a majority of 
them, shall fill the vacancy. 


ARTICLE V.—ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


At the regular meeting of the Board in June, next succeeding the 
final adjournment of the General Conference, the officers to be elect- 
ed by the Board shall be chosen, and hold their office for the term _ 
of one year, or until their successors shall be elected ; or if a vacancy 
occur during the year, by death, resignation, or otherwise, it may be 
filled at any regular meeting of the Board. 
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ARTICLE VI.—PRESIDING OFFICER. 


At all meetings of the Board, the President, or in his absence one 
of the Vice-Presidents, and in the absence of the President and of all 
the Vice-Presidents a member appointed by the meeting for that 
purpose, shall preside. 

ARTICLE VII.—QuorumM. 


“Thirteen Managers, at any meeting of the Board, shall be a 
quorum. 
ARTICLE VIII.—MrInuteés, 


The minutes of each meeting shall be signed by the Chairman 
of the meeting at which the same are read and approved. 


ARTICLE IX.—AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


It is recommended that within the bounds of each Annual Confer- 
ence there be established a Conference Missionary Society auxiliary 
to this institution, under such regulations as the Conferences shall 
respectively prescribe. a 


ARTICLE X.—SPECIAL DONATIONS. 


Auxiliary societies or donors may designaté the mission or mis- 
sions, under the care of this Society, to which they desire any part 
or the whole of their contributions to be appropriated. which special 
designation shall be publicly acknowledged by the Treasurer. But 
in the event that more funds are raised for any particular mission 
than are necessary for its support, the surplus shall be at the disposal 
of the Board for the general purposes of the Society. 


ARTICLE XI.—GENERAL MISSIONARY COMMITTEE. 


The General Conference shall divide the Annual Conferences into 
twelve Mission Districts, from each of which there shall be one rep- 
resentative, to be appointed for the term of four years by the General 
Conference at each of its sessions, on the nomination of the delegates 
of the Annual Conferences within the Mission Districts respectively, 
and twelve representatives, to be appointed annually by the Board 
of Managers from its own members, who, with the Secretaries and 
Treasurers of the Society and the Board of Bishops, shall constitute 
a committee, to be called the General Missionary Committee ; p7o- 
vided, that the Bishops shall fill any vacancy that may occur among 
the members appointed by the General Conference, so that each 
Mission District may be fully répresented at each annual meeting. 

The General Missionary Committee shall meet annually in the 
city of New York, and at such time in the month of November as 
shall be determined by the Secretaries and Treasurers, of which due 
notice shall be given to each member; and the Bishops shall preside 
over the deliberations, 

Said General Missionary Committee shall determine what fields 
shall be occupied as foreign missions, the number of persons to be 
employed on said missions, and the amount necessary for the support 
of each mission; and it shall also determine the amount for which 
each Bishop may draw for the domestic missions of the Conferences 
over which he shall preside, and the Bishop shall not draw on the 
Treasurers for more than said amount. Nevertheless, in the inter- 
vals between the meetings of the General Missionary Committee, 
the Board of Managers may provide for any unforeseen emergency 
that may arise in any of our missions, and to meet such demands 
may expend any additional amount not exceeding twenty-five thou- 
sand dollars. 

The General Missionary Committee shall be amenable to the Gen- 
eral Conference, to,which it shall make a full report of its doings. 
Any expenses incurred in the discharge of its duties shall be paid 
from the treasury of the Society. 
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May 24. Article XII.— SupPporT OF SUPERANNUATED AND OTHER MISs- 


TWENTY- 
Fist Day. 


Report No. 
II, on Mis., 
adopted. 


Report No. 
IV, on Mis., 
adopted. 


Report No. 
V, on Mis. 
adopted. 


SIONARIES. 


The Board may provide for the support of superannuated mission- 
aries, widows, and orphans of missionaries, who may not be provided 
for by their Annual Conferences respectively, it being understood 


‘that they shall not receive more than is usually allowed to other 


superannuated ministers, their widows and orphans. * 

The amount allowed for the support of a missionary shall not 
exceed the usual allowance of other itinerant preachers ; and in the 
case of domestic missions, the Bishop or President of the Conference 
shall draw for the same in quarterly installments, and shall always 
promptly notify the Treasurer of all drafts made by him. The ad- 
ministration of appropriations to foreign missions shall be under the 
direction of the Board of Managers. 

No one shall be acknowledged as a missionary, or receive support 
as such from the funds of this Society, who has not some definite 
field assigned to him in the service of the Society, or who could not 
be an effective laborer on a circuit, except as above provided. 


ARTICLE XIII.—AMENDMENTS. 


This Constitution shall be subject to alteration or amendment 
only by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal-Church. 


J. Rothweiler moved to print the report in the Ap- 
pendix to the Discipline, but the motion was laid on the 
table. 

The Committee on Missions presented Report No. 
III, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred the subject of 
providing for the election of missionary Bishops, after a thorough 
consideration of the question have decided that it is not advisable to 
do so at this time, and therefore make this adverse report. 


Also Report No. IV, which was read and adopted, as 
follows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred a proposition - 
to place the Foreign and Domestic work in separate departments 
and under regulations, after a consideration of the subject, report 
against the measure. 


Also Report No. V, which was read and adopted, as 
follows: 


The Committee on Missions respectfully recommend to the Gen- 
eral Conference: 

1. That an Annual Conference be formed in China, to be called 
the Foochow Conference, which Conference shall include the Fookien 
Province in China. 

2. That two Conferences be organized in India, to be denominated 
and bounded as follows: 

(1) The North India Conference shall include the Province of 
Oudh, and the Districts of Rohilcund, Cawnpore, Kumaon, and 
Gurhwal in the North-west Province. 

(2) The South India Conference shall include all those parts ot 
India not embraced in the North India Conference. 

3. That a Conference be formed, to be styled the Conference of 


“Sweden, which shall embrace Sweden, in Europe. 
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4. That a Conference be organized in Norway to embrace that May 24. 


country, and to be called the Conference of Norway. 

5. That authority be granted to the Bishops to organize an An- 
nual Conference in Italy before the session of the next General Con- 
ference, if they shall deem such action desirable. 

The Committee request that this action, in so far as boundaries are 
concerned, be referred to the Committee on Boundaries for their fa- 
vorable action. 


Report No. I of the Committee on Education was 
taken up and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Education respectfully recommend the follow- 
ing additions to the Discipline : : 

In paragraph 137, line four, between the words ‘‘on Tracts,” and 
(4) ‘‘on Church Extension,” insert (4) on Education; so that the 
paragraph shall read as follows: 

“137. The Committees ordered to be appointed by the Quarterly 
Conference are: (1) on Missions; (2) on Sunday-schools; (3) on 
Tracts; (4) on Education ; (5) on Church Extension ; (6) on Church 
Records; (7) on Parsonages and Furniture; (8) on Church Music ; 
(9) on Estimating the Preachers’ Salaries; (10) on Estimating the 
Amount Necessary for Conference Claimants.” 

They also recommend that after paragraph 371, page 150, there be 
inserted the following: 

“372. VI. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the 
subject of education in individual Churches before the first Quarterly 
Conference of each year; and said Quarterly Conference shall ap- 
point a Committee, of which the Preacher in charge shall be ex- 
officio chairman, to organize whenever practicable a Church Lyceum, 
under the supervision of the Quarterly Conference, for mental im- 
provement ; to develop facilities for social intercourse ; to organize 
free evening schools; to provide a library, text-books, and books of 
reference; to popularize religious literature by reading-rooms or 
otherwise ; to seek out suitable persons, and, if necessary, assist them 
to. obtain an education with a view to the ministry; and to do 
whatever shall seem best fitted to supply any deficiency in that 
which the Church ought to offer to the varied nature of man.” 


On motion of J. M. Walden, the rules were suspended 
to proceed to the election of an editor of the South- 
western Christian Advocate. 

Joseph C. Hartzell, William Brush, E. Wentworth, 
H. R. Revels, and C. O. Fisher, were nominated. 

The Conference proceeded to ballot, and the tellers 
were permitted to retire. 

W. H. Olin offered the following resolution, and it 
was referred to the Committee on the Book Concern: 


Resolved, That the following changes be made in the Discipline, 
paragraph 435: ‘ 

Beginning with the sixth line of the paragraph, strike out all to 
the end of the sentence, and substitute therefor the following: “ Their 
reports to the Book Committee at its annual meetings and to the 
General Conference the amount of sales of books, the receipts and 


expenditures. of each periodical and, depository under their control, 


TWENTY- 
First Dax. 


Report No. 
I, on Ed- 
ucation, 
adopted. 


Rules Sus- 
pended. 


Election of 
Editor of 
the South- 
western 
Christian 
Advyoeate. 


Report of 
Book Ag’ts, 
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May 24. with whatever profit or loss may have accrued on each, determining 


TWwENTY- 
First Day. 


Return of 
Ordination 
Parch- 
ments, 


Report No. 
VII, on Re- 
visals. 


the cost of each periodical by charging it for material furnished and 
work done at the rate the house would charge any outside party for 
the same. They shall also furnish to the Annual Conferences an 
exhibit of the condition of each publishing house, and a statement 
showing its sales and those of the depositories, together with the cir- 
culation of the several periodicals.” 


D. S. Monroe offered the following preamble and res- 
olution, which were referred to the Committee on Re- 
visals : 


Whereas, It has sometimes occurred that members of an Annual 
Conference have withdrawn therefrom, and have refused to surren- 
der their parchment ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisals be instructed to re- 
port a rule whereby such withdrawal shall not be recognized with- 
out such return of parchments, unless the Conference otherwise 
direct. 


Report No. VII of the Committee on Revisals was 
taken up, and, after amendment, was adopted, as fol- 
lows : 


We recommend the following as a substitute for paragraph 136, 
page 66, of the Discipline: 
136. V. The order of business in the Quarterly Conference shall 
be to inquire*— 
[1] 1. Let the Conference roll be called. 
2. Who are approved as Trustees or Sunday-school Superin- 
tendents ? 
[4] 3. What Committees shall be appointed ? 
4. Are there any complaints? 
5. Are there any appeals? 
6: Are there any reports— 
(1.) From the Pastor? 
(2.) From Class Leaders? + 
[4] (3.) From Trustees ? 
(4.) From Committees? 
[1] 7. What amounts have bt, ». apportioned to this Charge this 
year for the sur Jt the ministry— 
(z.) For the Past: 
(2.) For the Assistant ? 
(3.) For the Presiding Elder? 
(4.) For the Bishops? 
(5.) For the Conference Claimants? 
(6.) For rent? 
(7.) For traveling and moving expenses? 
8. What amounts have been received for the support of the 
Gospel this quarter, and how have they been applied ? 
Received— 
(1.) For the Preachers and Presiding Elder? 
(2.) For the Bishops? 
(3.) For rent? 
(4.) For traveling and moving expenses? 


*The questions marked thus, [1], [4], are to be asked only at the Quarterly Con- 
ferences thus indicated. 
t For Form of Report for Class Leaders, see Appendix, paragraph—. 
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Applied, 


[1] 9. 


[4] 10. 


1a, 
12. 
4] ey 
14. 
4] 15. 
4| 16. 
igh 
[4] 18. 


[4] 19. 
[4] 20. 
[4] 2r. 


22. 
23. 


24. 
25. 


26. 


The 


(1.) To the Pastor. 

(2.) To the Assistant. 

(3.) To the Presiding Elder? 

(4.) To the Bishops? 

(5.) On rents. 

(6.) On traveling and moving expenses. 

What amounts have been apportioned to this Charge this 
year for benevolent purposes— 

(1.) For Missions? 

2.) For Church Extension ? 

G3 For Freedmen’s Aid Society? 

(4.) For Education? 

(5.) For Tract Society? 

6.) For Sunday-School Union? 

te -Miscellaneous? 

What amounts have been raised for benevolent objects this 
ear? 

1.) For Missions? 

2.) For Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society ? 

3.) For Church Extension? 

- For Freedmen’s Aid Society ? 

For Education? 

(6.) For Tract Society? 

(7.) For Sunday-School Union? 

(8.) Miscellaneous? 

Are the Sunday-schools organized into Missionary Societies? 

Is any change desired in the Board of Stewards? 

Who shall be Stewards for the ensuing Conference year? 

Who shall be the Recording Steward ? 

Who shall be the District Steward ? 

Who are the Trustees of Church and Parsonage Property? 

Are there any recommendations for License to Preach? 

Are there any recommendations of Local Preachers. for 
Orders ? 

Are there any recommendations for Admission into the 
Traveling Connection? 

Are there any recommendations for the recognition of 
Orders? 

Has the character of the Local Preachers and Exhorters 
been examined, and have their licenses been renewed ? 


Haye the General Rules been read this quarter? 
Have the Rules respectii, *~ instruction of children been 
observed ? re 


Are the Church Records propei‘y kept? 

Where and when shall the next Quarterly Conference be 
held? 

Is there any other business ? 


Committee on the State of the Church presented 


Reports Nos. III, IV, V, and VI. 


The 
sented 
The 


Committee on Taxation of Church Property pre- 
its Report. 
Committee on Episcopacy presented Report 


No. IV. 
The Committee on Itinerancy presented Reports Nos. 
V and VI, 


Reports. 
State of the 
Church. 


Taxation 
of Church 
Property. 


Episcopacy. 


Itinerancy. 
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C. W. Heisley presented a paper in respect to con- 
tinued existence of the General Conference, which was 
referred to the Committee on Revisals. 

S. B. Ransom presented the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on 
Temperance: 


Whereas, The Temperance reform has a strong hold on the heart 
and conscience of the membership of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church ; and, 

Whereas, The great want of our membership is reliable informa- 
tion upon this subject ; and, : 

Whereas, The National Temperance Society and Publication 
House has been for a number of years past, and now is, engaged 
in the publication of a Temperance literature, embracing standard 
works on all the various phases of the Temperance reform—moral. 


‘religious, scientific, physical, and financial ; and, 


Report No. 
VILE on 
Revisals. 


Report not 
adopted. 


Editor of the 
South-west- 
ern Chris- 
tian Advo- 
cate 


Report No. 
V, on Sun- 
day-schools 
adopted. 


Whereas, The said society published a series of books on this 
subject, especially adapted to the young, and designed for a place in 
our Sunday-school Libraries ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we cheerfully recommend to our Churches, min- 
isters, and membership the publications of ‘‘ The National Temper- 
ance Society and Publication House,” located at No. 58 Reade- 
street, in the city of New York. 

Resolved, 2, That the Sunday-school publications of this society 
are entitled to a place in all our Sunday-school libraries, and we 
earnestly commend them to the favorable notice of all our Sunday- 
schools, 


The Committee on Revisals presented Report No 
VIII, requiring quarterly reports of Class Leaders. 

The previous question having been ordered, the re- 
port was not adopted. 

The tellers returned and reported the ballot for Edi- 
tor of the South-western Christian Advocate as follows: 

Whole number of votes cast, 301; necessary to a 
choice, 151. 

H. R. Revels received 162, and was declared elected. 

Report No. V of Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts was taken up, and, after discussion, was adopted, 
as follows: 

Item 1. The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts respectfully 
recommend the addition of the following to paragraph 372 of the 
Discipline : 

‘*Every Sunday-school of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall 
be under the supervision of a Sunday-school Board, and shall be auxil- 
iary to the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The Sunday-school Board shall consist of the Preacher in Charge 
the Sunday-school Committee appointed by the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, the Superintendent, the Assistant Superintendents, the Secre- 
tary, the Treasurer, the Librarian, and the teachers of the school. 


The Superintendent shall be nominated and elected by the Sunday- 
school Board, and approved by the Quarterly Conference at its next 


— 
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session after such election. The other officers of the school shall be May 24. 


elected by the Sunday-school Board. The teachers of the school 
shall be nominated by the Superintendent, with the concurrence of 
the pastor, and elected by the Board. In case of the withdrawal of 
officers or teachers from the school they cease to be members of the 
Board, and the place of any officer or teacher habitually neglecting 
his or her duty, or being guilty of improper conduct, may be de- 
clared vacant by a vote of two thirds of the Board present at any 
regular or special meeting.” 

ftem 2, We respectfully recommend the following change in par- 
agraph 135 of the Discipline, so that it shall read: 

“To have supervision of all the Sunday-schools within the bounds 
of the Circuit or Station, and to inquire into the condition of each ; 
to approve Trustees not elected by the Quarterly Conference; to 
approve Sunday-school Superintendents as such, and also as members 
of the Quarterly Conference ; and to remove any Superintendent who 
wnay prove unworthy or inefficient.” 


C. D. Foss, by general consent, was allowed to present 
the following additional item from the Committee on 
Sunday-Schoolsand Tracts, which was read and adopted, 
as follows: 

Insert in paragraph 373 of the Discipline, after the word ‘‘ Chair- 
man” in the tenth line of the paragraph, the following words, to 
wit: ‘‘ Who shall be members of the Sunday-school Board, and,” so 
that this part of the paragraph as amended will stand as follows : 

‘Said Quarterly Conference shall proceed to appoint a Committee 
of not less than three nor more than nine, who shall be members of 
our Church, to be called the Committee on Sunday-Schools, of which 
the Preacher in charge shall be the Chairman, who shall be mem- 
bers of the Sunday-school Board, and whose duty it shall be,” etc. 

Ts H. Bayliss presented a paper in respect to the 
Color line, which was referred to the Committee on the 
State of the Church. 

The Committee on Education presented Reports Nos. 
V, VI, and VII. 

The Committee on Missions presented Reports Nos. 
Se olvandyxel ls 

The Committee on Freedmen presented Reports Nos. 
II and III. 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 

The doxology was sung, and the benediction was pro- 


nounced by W. R. Clark. 


THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 25, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Peck 
presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by W. C. Graves. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 


proved. 
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May25. J. Lanahan presented a memorial, which was referred 


Ly death to the Committee on Church Extension. 


aes R. L. Dashiell presented a paper, which was referred 
to the Committee on Itinerancy. 
Limitation S. Hunt moved a suspension of the rules to introduce 
of speeches. 


a resolution limiting speeches to five minutes. 

The previous question having been ordered, the rules 
were not suspended, by a vote of 157 yeas and 129 nays. 

The regular order of business was resumed, and Re- 
port No. II of the Committee on Church Extension was 
taken up, and considered serzatim. 

The eighth item of the Report in respect to insurance 
of Church property, in the words following, was strick- 
en out, namely :— 


That the insurance of our church property is a consideration of 
great importance, and should receive more general attention. We 
are persuaded, 1) That but a small proportion of our churches are 
insured, especially in the rural districts; and, 2) That if they could 
be generally insured, much lower rates than those usually charged 
could be afforded. The Board of Church Extension has authority, 
under paragraph 402 of the Discipline, to take such measures as 
may be necessary ; and we recommend that the Board make careful 
inquiry, and either constitute a special corporation and procure a 
special charter for the purpose, or provide a channel of communi- 
cation between our Trustees of church property and some companies 
of known responsibility through which more favorable terms may 
be procured, and ample insurance be more generally effected. 


The tenth item was also stricken out of the report as 
follows, to wit: 


That the following changes be made in the Discipline: In para- 
graph 420, page 170, sixth line from the top, after the word *‘ Con- 
ference,” insert the words, ‘‘ when his name is called,” so that the 
clause shall read, ‘‘And shall at each Conference, when his name 
is called, report the amount asked and the amount received for 
Church Extension ;” and that the editor of the Discipline be in- 

« structed to insert the headings to the several sections in the Disci- 
pline, the same as in the Appendix to the Report of the Board to 
this General Conference. 


The remaining items of the report were adopted, as 
follows: 


The Committee on Church Extension respectfully submit for 
adoption by the General Conference the following : 

1. That the General Committee and the Board of Church Exten- 
sion have performed their duties with great care and fidelity, and 
have submitted to this General Conference full, clear, and satisfac- 
tory reports, and are entitled to the thanks of the General Confer- 
ence and of the Church. : 

2. That the publication of a Church Extension Annual, includ- 
ing, with the Annual Reports of the General Committee and of 
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the Board, much valuable information connected with this depart- May 25. 


ment, has our hearty approval, and we recommend its continuance. 

3. That we approve and commend the efforts of the Board to 
secure improvement in our Church Architecture, and especially the 
publication in the Annual of plans and descriptions, and the 
preparations of lithographic plans, with printed specifications for the 
cheaper class of churches, and we recommend that these efforts be 
continued and enlarged as the experience of the Board may justify, 
care being taken to keep the expenses incurred, as far as practicable, 
within the amount received for plans thus furnished. We unite 
with the Board in the acknowledgment of obligations to Mr. Samuel 
Sloan and other architects who have generously assisted in this de- 
partment. 

4. That the Charter obtained by the Board in pursuance of the 
action of the last General Conference is in conformity with the 
provisions of the Discipline, and places the Board under the full 
control of the General Conference, with such legal powers and pre- 
rogatives as are necessary to the proper performance of the duties 
devolving upon it. 

5. That the Loan Fund is established upon a good and safe founda- 
tion, and has been prudently administered by the Board ; and we 
recommend that the Board continue to adhere strictly to the plan 
upon which it is founded, and especially to see to it that ‘‘no part 
of the said fund shall ever be donated for any purpose or used for 
current expenses, but shall be preserved without diminution a per- 
petual fund.” 

6. That we do earnestly urge all our Presiding Elders and 
Preachers in charge to observe carefully the provisions of paragraphs 
41g and 420 of the Discipline, in order that in each Conference the 
entire amount asked from year to year for this cause may be received, 
and the Board be thereby furnished with funds needed for the prose- 
cution of its work. 

7. That the plan provided and recommended by the Board for 
the organization of City Boards of Church Extension is, in our judg- 
ment, well suited to the end proposed, and we commend it to the 
favorable consideration of our people in all large cities. 

8. That, in the judgment of this General Conference, all Churches 
which have heretofore received from the Church donations’ of five 
hundred dollars or over should execute the conditional obligation 
required by the last General Conference, and that in future the 
Board of Church Extension be instructed to require such obligation 
in the case of any donation of three hundred dollars or over. 


A. J. Kynett presented a paper amending the report, 
and, after discussion, it was laid over one day, under 
the rule requiring such delay in all matters involving a 
change in the Discipline. 

Report No. I of the Committee on Freedmen was 
taken up, and, on motion, adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Freedmen beg leave to present their report to 
the General Conference, as follows: ; 

A brief outline of the history of the Freedmen’s Aid Society has 
already been placed in the hands of the members of this body in 
the report of the Board of Managers. The Society is closing the 

‘first decade of its history. The General Conference only recognized 
it fully in -1872, by placing it among the recognized benevolent insti- 
tutions of the Church, with the same standing as the Missionary and 
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May 25. Church Extension Societies. In its earlier history it aided a multi- 


TWENtTy- 
SECOND 
Day. 


tude of schools of primary grade. By the advancement of the pupils, 
and the great need of competent teachers for the school-room and in- 
telligent preachers for the pulpit, its work in later years has been al- 
most exclusively, and, we think, wisely too, devoted to the Normal 
and theological training of the students who have crowded its 
schools. 

From the financial statement of the Corresponding Secretary we 
find, for three years and four months of the past quadrennium, the 
amount collected from the Churches and other sources is $191,169 89, 
and from loans effected to meet the demand for new buildings which 
pressed the Society at different times, $18,028 46, making a total of 
receipts $209,198 35. This amount was expended as follows: Real 
estate, $50,190 38. For teachers’ salaries, school expenses, etc., 
$115,799 56. Repairs on buildings, insurance, and interest, $5,512 50. 
Endowments by personal donation, $17,370. Corresponding Secre- 
tary, office postage, and traveling expenses, $12,348 03. ; General 
agent, $7,975 33. The total disbursements since the organization in 
1866 amount to $524,320 70. ; 

While the income of nearly all the other great benevolent institu- 
tions of the Church has decreased, the increase of this one has been 
steady and comparatively rapid, showing that its appeal to our peo- 
ple, if duiy presented, will meet'with a liberal and cheerful response, 
proving that this great interest is becoming deeply and permanently 
fixed in their affections and confidence. 

During the past four years the work of the Society has been pros- 
ecuted with vigor and success. New schools have been established, 
and those formerly existing have been strengthened and enlarged. 
When we remember that this Society has a real estate accumulated 
for the use of the Church in the South valued at more than $200,000 ; 
that it has kept in the field from fifty to one hundred and fifty teachers 
annually ; that it has aided hundreds of students while preparing for 
teachers, and for the ministry, and as missionaries to Africa, we deem 
the financial management of the Society worthy of the fullest confidence 
of the Church. The work accomplished by the Society is worthy of 
note. It has now fourteen schools, with fifty teachers and over two 
thousand students. These schools are located in Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Texas, Georgia, Alabama, Maryland, Virginia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and Florida. All the institutions are 
above the grade of the common school. They are training schools, 
preparing teachers and preachers for efficient work among the 
colored people. Thousand of these students, with more or less 
preparation for their work, have engaged in teaching their people. 
As an illustration of the work done by this Society we call attention 
to the following statement of one of these schools, which, in the work 
accomplished and in its results, is true of all. Of more than 
two hundred students now attending the Central Tennessee College, 
at Nashville, about one hundred of them have beenteachers. Their 
schools were in Tennessee, Kentucky, Mississippi, Alabama, Virginia, 
Illinois, Georgia, and Texas. These students had taught till they 
found their scholars as far advanced as themselves, or till they had 
saved enough of their earnings to pay for a few months more of 
schooling, and thus be better fitted for usefulness among their people. 
About four fifths of the students in this school are preparing for 
preachers or teachers, who are greatly needed all through the South. 
These students, when thus educated, work directly for the Church. 
The Bible instruction, which forms a regular part of the course of 
study, aids these young persons in the work of Sunday-school organ- 
ization and instruction. In most cases these teachers organize, and 
conduct Sunday-schools in connection with their day-schools. In 
some parts of our work among the colored people no Sunday- 


\ 


1876.] Journal of the General Conference. — 309 


schools are held in our Churches except by these school teachers, as May 25. 
they are the only persons in the neighborhood who can do this Twenqy- 
work. é SEOOND 

The theological department in this freedmen work is most im- WLS 6 
portant. Many of our older and some of the younger colored preach- 
ers can barely read. The true interest of the Church demands that 
all these preachers should have at least a fair knowledge of the com- 
mon English branches. These schools propose to meet these wants 
by affording these preachers and candidates for the ministry op- 
portunities, as far as practicable, to secure the needed qualifications 
for their work, as they are to be, to a great extent, leaders of the 
colored people. This people, the great mass of whom are uneducated, 
look to their preachers for instruction and guidance, hence the im- 
portance of an educated ministry. Without intelligence the preachers 
can hardly prove wise leaders of a people who are destined to have 
no small part in the history of this nation in the future, as they have 
in the past. 

The importance of the education of the colored ministry of the 
South cannot be overestimated. The best possible facilities should 
be afforded these candidates for the pulpit to secure a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the common English branches, and the fundament- 
al doctrines of the Bible. Scores, if not hundreds, of these men are 
deprived of this preparation by their poverty, and the Society has not 
the means to help them. The Methodist Episcopal Church is the 
only Church (with a single exception, the Baptist) that has a large 
membership among the colored people in the South, that is doing 
any thing for their education. The Freedmen’s Aid Society is the 
instrumentality through which the Church proposes to do this educa- 
tional work in the South, and this Society has been eminently, not to 
say exceptionally, successful. Practical wisdom in devising, and 
energy in executing, its work appear to have been most happily 
combined with rigid economy in the use of money and untiring dili- 
gence on the part of those intrusted with its work. But compared 
with the extent of the field of the Society’s labors, and the necessi- 
ties of the people whom it seeks to benefit, all that has been yet 
done is very little. Nearly five millions of our countrymen, sepa- 
rated by complexion, race, and the traditional disabilities of 
a hitherto invincible prejudice on the part of the whites, are 
calling to us for the means of intellectual instruction and of 
moral and religious culture. They are our fellow-citizens, endowed 
with all the rights and privileges, political and otherwise, of 
members of this great American Republic; and, as such, the com- 
monwealth requires of them that they shall render the services 
and perform all the high duties that grow out of their political 
positions and relations, which, however, they cannot do without some 
good degree of mental training. As their compatriots, therefore, we 
are called upon by all the sacred claims of an enlightened and Chris- 
tian patriotism to seek for them the means at least of a primary and 
elementary education. So large an element of the population of the 
country as this class constitutes cannot fail to affect very largely 
the moral condition of the whole country, and if it shall continue in 
a condition of moral and mental depression the whole body must 
suffer. We cannot, therefore, as a Christian country, afford to leave 
these people in the condition in which they are now found; and es- 
pecially as Christians and a Christian denomination, with our rela- 
tions and responsibilities to God and man, are we bound to make 
provision for the proper care of this element of our population. 

These people are eminently Protestant ; much more so, in propor- 
tion, than the whites. Only in a few Southern cities, and in small 
portions of the extreme South, are there any considerable numbers 
of adherents to the Church of Rome found among them. As a peo- 
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ple, they have lived and increased until they have become a great 
multitude among Protestant influences, and their tastes and tenden- 
cies are all of them still in the same direction. They will continue 
to form a large Protestant element in our American Christianity and 
civilization if they shall be properly cared for by the Protestant 
Churches of this land. But it should not be concealed from our- 
selves that there is real danger that they may become, to a large de-. 
gree, perverted to Rome. Emissaries of this Church are already at 
work among them, and they are meeting with success. They are 
filling their schools with the children and their asylums with the or- 
phans of the colored people. But the plans of the Papal Propaganda 
are far-reaching, and they never make haste. It is very well under- 
stood that whoever shall educate the freedmen will also possess 
them ecclesiastically ; and the Romish Church has earnestly entered 
upon this work. It is said that there is a large class of colored 
young men from the South, some say nearly a hundred, under train- 
ing in Rome for the priesthood, who will after a few years reappear 
in their native land as propagators of the Romish faith. It is not as 
alarmists that we state these things, but simply as uttering a warning 
that the Protestants of America should hear and heed at the peril of 
the interests of their own religious faith. The duty of educating and 
evangelizing this people belongs peculiarly and eminently to our- 
selves—to the Methodist Episcopal Church. A large proportion of 
the best religious element among the freedmen belongs to us. They 
are Methodists of the genuine primitive stock, and they gravitate, by 
virtue of their social, religious, and political affinities, toward our de- 
nomination. They recognize us-as their friends, are ready to receive 
our counsels and instructions, and they are confidingly teachable, 
and ready to follow our leadership. A wonderful opportunity is thus 
afforded to do them good, which, if rightly improved, will bring with 
it suecess and recompense, but if we neglect it, disaster not unmixed 
with guilt must ensue. To neglect the education of this people will, 
therefore, be to perpetuate the wrongs inflicted by slavery, increase 
the peril of the nation, bring disgrace upon the Church, and provoke 
the just judgment of heaven. In view of the work which must be 
done for our Church by the Freedmen’s Aid Society in promoting 
Christian education among the colored people of the South, your Com- 
mittee beg leave to submit the following recommendations for adoption : 

1. That the Freedmen’s Aid Society retain substantially its pres- 
ent organization. 

2. In view of the importance and extent of its work, that a very 
large increase of its annual income should be contributed by the 
Church. 

3. That the Board of Managers of this Society are hereby in- 
structed to apportion the amount annually determined to be asked 
for among the several Annual Conferences. 

4. That, in the management of the funds committed to its trust and 
work accomplished, the Freedmen’s Aid Society is worthy the fullest 
confidence and heartiest support of the Church. 

5. That we commend the collections for this Society to the preach- 
ers and people, assuring them that no more worthy charity calls for 
their aid, and that no field of Christian effort promises better returns 
for money and labor expended than this work among the freedmen 
of the South. 


Report No. III of the Committee on Freedmen was 
taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


Whereas, The Constitution of the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church is a part of its incorporation under the 
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general laws of Ohio, and. therefore beyond change or amendment May 25. 


by this General Conference ; be it 

Resolved, 1. That the Board of Directors are hereby instructed to 
secure by legislation, if need be, such changes in said Constitution as 
Hse conform it to the action taken by the General Conference of 
1872. 

_esolved, 2. That until such changes are secured the officers and 
directors of said Society, in order to an official recognition as an in- 
stitution of the Methodist Episcopal Church, shall observe the fol- 
lowing by-laws in conducting its affairs, namely : 

By-Laws. 

1. The Freedmen’s Aid Society shall annually elect the General 
Officers elected for it by the General Conference and the Board 
of Managers ; also the Executive Committee appointed by the Board 
of Managers. 

2. The Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer shall annually make 
an exhibit of the transactions and condition of the Society to the An- 
nual Conferences, and a quadrennial report to the General Confer- 
ence. 

Leesolved, 3. That the Board of Bishops be requested to appoint 
one of their number to attend the Annual Meeting and Anniversary 
of the society. 


Report No. II from the Committee on Freedmen was 
taken up, read, and, on motion, adopted, as follows: 

The Committee on Freedmen, having had under consideration the 
subject of certain resolutions referred to them by this General Con- 
ference in reference to the election or employment of a colored As- 
sistant Secretary for the Freedmen’s Aid Society, beg leave to report 
that they have carefully considered the subject, and offer for adop- 
tion the following resolution : 

Resolved, That we recommend the Board of Managers of the 
Freedmen’s Aid Society to employ a colored man as Assistant Secre- 
tary or Agent at any time if, in their judgment, the interests of the 
Society will be promoted by such appointment. 


On motion, Conference resolved to adjourn at twelve 
o'clock. 

The rules having been suspended, M. D’C. Crawford 
moved that Report No. IV of the Committee on’ Itiner- 
ancy be made the special order for to-morrow at ten 
o'clock A. M., and the motion prevailed. 

On motion, the rules were further suspended to re- 
ceive reports from Committees. 

Reports were then presented as follow: 

No. XI, from the Committee on the Book Concern. 
Nos. XII, XIII, and XIV, from the Committee on 
Revisals. 

No. VII, from the Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts. 

No. VII, from the Committee on Itinerancy. 


TweEnty- 
SEOOND | 
Day. 


RKep’t No. II 
of Com. on 
Freedmen. 


Adj'rnment 
at 12M. 


Special Or- 
der for Fri- 
day at ten 
A.M. 


Rules sus- 


pended. 


Reports pre- 
sented. 
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May 25. No. VIII, from the Committee on Education. 


aoe No. I, from the Committee on Expenses of Judicial 
Dax. Conferences. 


No. XIII, from the Committee on Missions. 

No. I, from the Committee on the Chartered Fund. 
The Conference adjourned by expiration of time. 
The benediction was pronounced by J. S. Porter. 


Bey 20: FRIDAY MORNING, MAY 26. 
Tarp Da¥. Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Janes 


Bish’p Janes get 

presiding. presiding. 
Religious services were conducted by S. H. Nesbit. 
The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 


proved. 


Communiea- - Jacob Rothweiler presented a communication from 
tion from : 9 
Evangelical the Fraternal Messengers appointed by the Evangelical 


ete Association, which was read, and, on motion, referred 
to the Committee on Correspondence. [See Appendix, 
86,] It was also ordered that Fraternal Delegates to 
the Evangelical Association be appointed by this body. 


Bespiutions Granville Moody offered the following papers, which 


sion to An- were read and adopted : 
napolis. 


Whereas, Dr. Peck, pastor, and the ladies and brethren of Mount 
Vernon Place Methodist Episcopal Church of this city, and General 
Ensign, proprietor of the steamboat J. W. D. Pentz, extended the 
courtesy of an excursion yesterday to this General Conference, and 
delighted us with excellent arrangements, a band of musicians, the 
choir of their Church, a sumptuous collation on board, and a splen- 
did sail down the bay to Annapolis and return, without accident or 
any thing to mar our enjoyment ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we hereby express our high appreciation of this 
evidence cf esteem with which they have honored us, and that among 
the many pleasant reminiscences of the session of the General Con- 
ference of 1876, in the hospitable city of Baltimore, this day of de- 
lightful intercourse and recreation shall be retained as among the 
purest and best. 

kesolved, 2. That these resolutions be published in the Daily 
Christian Advocate, and that a copy be presented to the Pastor and 
members of Mount Vernon Place Methodist Episcopal Church of this 
city. t 


Thanks to Whereas, Admiral Rogers, Commandant of the Naval Academy at 
eee Annapolis, extended to this General Conference yesterday a very 
; kindly reception to the grounds and various departments of that 
institution ; and, 
Whereas, Through the courtesy.of the officers we received high 
gratification in witnessing the soldierly deportment of the cadets, as 

they exhibited the military drill and evolutions ; and, 
Whereas, The order and beauty of all the appointments of the 
Naval Academy at Annapolis evince the highest taste and ability in 
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its management; therefore, we desire to express our appreciation 
in the following resolutions: 

Resolved, 1. Vhat we have the honor to thank Admiral Rogers and 
his officers for the courteous manner in which they received our visit 
to the United States Naval Academy. 

Resolved, 2. That we desire to express our gratification with the 
superb appearance and accomplished demeanor of the young gentle- 
men, the cadets, of the institution. 

Resolved, 3. That we devoutly pray that the Divine blessing may 
rest upon the entire institution, the commandant, the officers, the 
cadets, and all who pertain to that post. 

Resolved, 4. That these resolutions be published in the Daily 
Christian Advocate, and a copy be sent to Admiral Rogers, with 
the request that the same may be read in the presence of the officers, 
cadets, and corps of musicians of the Naval Academy of the United 
States at Annapolis, Md. 


On motion, the paper presented yesterday by A. J. 
Kynett, and laid over under the rules, was taken up and 
adopted, as follows: 


Whereas, The General Conference of 1872 provided for the ap- 
pointment of a Board of Church Extension by the adoption of 
paragraph 395 of the Discipline, and did also constitute the Bishops 
ex-officio members of such Board ; therefore, 

Resolved, Vhat the editor of the Discipline be instructed to add 
to paragraph 395 the words, ‘The Bishops shall be ex-officio mem- 
bers of the Board.” 


A. S. Hunt offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and, on motion, adopted : 


Resolved, That the Chairmen of the several Standing Committees 
of this body be, and they hereby are, appointed a committee to devise, 
if possible, some plan which we may recommend to the favorable 
consideration of the General Conference of 1880 for the more speedy 
and efficient organization of the Standing Committees and of the 
Conference. 


Report No. X of the Committee on Missions was 
taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions respectfully report the following, 


to wit: 
Resolved, That the new Conferences in foreign lands shall not be 


organized until a Bishop shall be present. 
Report No. XI of the same Committee was taken up, 
read, and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions respectfully recommend : 

That the Bishop having episcopal supervision of the Conferences 
in India be authorized to annex the District of Cawnpore to the South 
India Conference at any time during the next four years; provided 
that the consent of both the Annual Conferences in India to such 
change of boundaries be first obtained. 


Report No. XII of the same Committee was taken up, 
read, and adopted, as follows: 
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Time ex- 
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The Committee on Missions respectfully report the following reso- 
lution, to wit: 

Resolved, That paragraph 108 of the Discipline be so changed as 
to require the Annual Conferences, in reporting the missions and ap- 
propriations, to report also the number of years that each mission has 
received appropriations from the Missionary Treasury, and whether 
consecutively or otherwise. 

The regular order was called. 

Report No. II on the State of the Church was taken 
up and read. The report of the minority on the same 
subject was read, and they were made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, at ten A. M. 

The order of the day, Report No. IV of the Com- 
mittee on Itinerancy, was taken up. 

C. W. Heisley moved, that in the discussion of the 
report the delegations be called in their order, and that 
one from each delegation have the privilege of repre- 
senting it. The motion was laid on the table. 

The report was then read, and M. D’C. Crawford 
moved its adoption. The minority report on the same 
subject was read. 

During discussion motions to extend the time of sev- 
eral speakers were lost. 

S. B. Ransom offered the following amendment, and 
it was laid on the table: 


4. The transfer of the power of fixing the number and boundaries 
of the Presiding Elders’ Districts from the Bishops to the Annual 
Conferences would, in our opinion, be unwise, if not a violation of 
the third Restrictive Rule; we therefore deem it inexpedient to 
make any change in our law in this respect. 

W.H. Olin offered the following substitute for para- 
graph 4, which, on motion, was also laid on the table: 


That each Annual Conference shall have power, without debate, 
¢o elect a number from among the elders thereof, from time to time, 
of not more than one in ten, from among whom the Bishops shall 
make the appointments to the office of Presiding Elder. 

I. S. Bingham offered the following resolution, which, 
after reading, was also laid on the table: 


kesolved, That the Bishops be and hereby are requested to com- 
municate to this General Conference their opinions of the true intent 
and meaning of the third Restrictive Rule, and specially its bearing 
on the question now pending. 


On motion, the time of the session was extended twen- 
ty minutes. 

It was moved to lay the subject on the table until to- 
morrow morning. 
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It was moved as a substitute that when we adjourn it 
be to meet this evening in Mount Vernon Place Church. 

The substitute was lost. 

Another substitute was offered, that we adjourn to 
meet at 3 P. M. 

Pending a motion to lay on the table, Conference ad- 
journed by expiration of time. 

The doxology was sung, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by George W. Woodruff. 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 27, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Scott 
in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by John W. Ray. 

The Journal of yesterday’s session was read and ap- 
proved. 

J.S. Smart announced the death of Hon. Henry Fish, 
a member of the last General Conference, and of- 
fered the following resolution, which was read and 
adopted : ; 

Resolved, That we, as a General Conference, tender our most ear- 
nest sympathies to his bereaved family and friends, praying that God 
may comfort and sustain them in this their day of sorest trial. 

On motion, the order of business was suspended to 
receive Reports of Committees, and the following were 
presented : 

Committee on Code of Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence 
presented its report. 

Committee on the Book Concern presented Reports 
Nos. XII and XIII. 

Committee on Education presented Reports Nos. IX 
and X. 

Committee on Itinerancy presented Reports Nos. 
VIII and IX. 

Committee on American Bible Society presented its 


Report. 
Committee on John-street Church presented its Re- 


port. 
Committee on Revisals presented Reports Nos. XV 


and XVI. 
Consent was given the Committee on Fraternal Cor- 
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May 27. respondence to present a Report, which was read and 


TWENTY- 
FOURTH 
Day. 
Report on 
Fraternal 
Correspon- 
dence 
adopted. 


L. Snell ad- 
mitted,’ 


Change of 
hours of 
meeting. 


Change of 
tunes. 


Bish. Harris 
presiding. 


tep't No. IV 
on Itiner’y, 


Substitute 
by G. G. 
Reynolds. 


adopted, as follows :— 

The Committee on Correspondence, in obedience to their instruc- 
tions to report the number of persons to be appointed as delegates to 
the several Christian bodies in fraternal correspondence with this 
General Conference, respectfully recommend that two delegates be 
deputed to the British Wesleyan Conference, two to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and one to each of the other bodies that 
are in correspondence with us, to wit: 

The Irish Wesleyan Conference ; Methodist Church of Canada ; 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada ; African Methodist Episco- 
pal Church ; Methodist Church ; Methodist Protestant Church ; the 
Evangelical Association; the National Council of Congregational 
Churches; the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; the 
Reformed Episcopal Church ; Colored Methodist Episcopal Church 
of America; African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 


J. M. M’Kenzie, of Nebraska, was excused, and Levi 
Snell, a reserve delegate, was admitted to his seat. 

It was, on motion, resolved, that on and after Mon- 
day next three sessions be held: one from g A. M. to 
1 P. M.; another from 3-P. M..to & P. M.; and the 
third from 8 P. M. to ro P.M.; and that the Conference 
finally adjourn on Wednesday at the close of the morn- 
ing session. 

On motion of John Lanahan, it was ordered that here- 
after when the previous question is called it shall apply 
only to debate, and not exclude amendments. 

Leave of absence was asked for Seba F. Weatherbee, 
but the request was not granted. 

By invitation of Bishop Scott, Bishop Harris took the 
chair, 

Report No. IV of the Committee on Itinerancy, un- 
der discussion at the hour of adjournment yesterday, 
was taken up. 

G. G. Reynolds offered the following substitute for 
part of paragraph 4 of the majority report, to wit :— 


Resolved, That if two thirds of this General Conference shall rec- 
ommend, and three fourths of all the members of the several Annual 
Conferences who shall be present and vote on the recommendation 
at their session next ensuing shall concur, the third Restrictive Rule 
shall be suspended in order to permit a modification of the plan of 
our itinerant General Superintendency by adding to paragraph 218 
these words: ‘‘ The Conferences having authority to determine the 
number of districts, provided no Conference shall have less than two 
nor more than eight districts, nor shall any district have more than 
sixty pastoral charges; ” so that the whole paragraph shall read : 
‘““To form the districts according to his judgment, the Conferences 
having authority to determine the number of districts, provided no 
Conference shall have less than two nor more than eight districts, 
nor shall any district have more than sixty pastoral charges.” 
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On motion of D. N. Cooley, the previous question May 27. 


was ordered on the whole subject. spools ig 
W. J. Paxson moved to amend the substitute of G. G. »,,2a% 

Reynolds by striking out all after “Superintendency,” _avestion. 

and inserting the following words : anendeat 


1. That paragraph 218, which reads, ‘‘ To form the Districts ac- 
cording to his judgment,” be amended so as to read : 

““To form the districts according to his judgment, with the advice 
of the Presiding Elders, the Conference having first determined the 
number ; provided, however, that there shall not be less than two nor 
more than ten districts in a Conference, except in Mission Confer- 
ences. 

2. That paragraph 229, which reads, ‘‘ Presiding Elders are to be 
chosen by the Bishops, by whom they are also to be stationed and 
changed,” be amended to read as follows : 

“* Presiding Elders shall be appointed by the Bishops, on the nom- 
ination of a majority of the Annual Conference by ballot, without 
debate ; provided, however, that in case the Bishops shall deem that 
the interests of the Church demand that any person so nominated be 
otherwise employed, they shall communicate their judgment to the 
Conference, which shall then proceed to make other nominations 

until the required number is obtained.” 

"3. That after the above paragraph 229, a new paragraph be added 
to read as follows : 

“Tf any Annual Conference shall decline or fail to nominate, the 
Bishop presiding at that Conference shall choose and appoint the 
Presiding Elders ; and if any vacancies occur in the office in the in- 
terim of Conference, the Bishop shall fill the vacancy until the next 
Annual Conference.” 


The amendment was lost. 
John L. Smith offered as a substitute for the whole Tareas 
the following, which was not accepted : : 


Whereas, In the judgment of many of the members of this General 
Conference the question now pending touching the manner of choos- 
ing Presiding Elders is one of very grave import, the determining of 
which hastily may be far-reaching in its injurious effects upon the 
future of the Church ; and, 

Whereas, There is an honest difference of opinion among the good 
and wise men of this body as to the powers of this Conference under 
the third Restrictive Rule to make the proposed change ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. Vhat the changes asked for in the minority report of 
the Committee on Itinerancy shall be submitted to all the Annual 
Conferences for their sanction or their non-approval. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops are authorized and hereby directed 
to lay this matter before all the Annual Conferences at the session of 
each next preceding the General. Conference of 1880. 

Resolved, 3. That if the requisite number ‘‘ of all the members 
of the several Annual Conferences,” as provided in paragraph 99 of 
the Discipline, ‘‘shall recommend the proposed changes, then the 
General Conference next ensuing may adopt the changes, as proposed 
in the minority report,” 


The time of the session was extended. Time a 
A. J. Kynett offered the following paper as an amend- ee 
ment, but it was not adopted, namely : 
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Resolved, That the third Restrictive Rule be amended by adding 
thereto the words, ‘‘and the Annual Conferences may determine 
the number of Presiding Elders’ Districts. 

Resolved, That the Bishops be instructed to submit the above pro- 
posed amendment to the several Annual Conferences, and when 
three fourths of the members of all the Annual Conferences present 
and voting concur, the Bishops shall declare the third Restrictive 
Rule amended as above, and the following shall then be added to 
paragraph 218: “‘the Annual Conferences determining the number 
of Presiding Elders’ Districts.” 


J. S. Smart moved asa substitute for the whole sub- 
ject the Report of the Minority of the Committee, as 
follows: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The minority of the Commit- 
tee on Itinerancy beg leave to submit the following report: We 
have had that portion of the Episcopal Address which was referred 
to this Committee relating to the Presiding Eldership, and all other 
papers, including memorials, petitions, and resolutions, and the ac- 
tion of Annual, District, and Quarterly Conferences, and also of Lay 
Electoral Conferences, under careful consideration. We find that 
‘twenty-seven Annual Conferences have reported action in favor of, 
and eighteen Conferences against, some modification in this office. 
The Conferences which have taken action in favor of modification are 
represented on this floor by one hundred and five delegates, those 
against by forty-four delegates. We find also that twelve Lay Elect- 
oral Conferences have reported action in favor of modification and 
eight against it. 

in those Conferences which have voted against change we learn 
that the minority has often been very large. Thirty-tive Confer- 
ences have not reported upon this subject, but we have information 
from delegates and from other sources that in many or most of these 
there is very considerable dissatisfaction with the existing order of 
things. 

That there is a wide-spread and growing desire for some modif- 
cation in the Presiding Eldership as now constituted is,a fact which 
cannot be doubted. 

Our beloved Bishops, in their admirable address, allude to the 
selection of Presiding Elders as their ‘‘ most important and respon- 
sible duty ;” and the considerations already presented clearly indi- 
cate that it is the most difficult and embarrassing, as well as respon- 
sible, department of their work. They evidently need, and they 
ought to have, the active co-operation and the earnest moral support 
of the Conferences, and any modifications of our economy which 
will secure this must be regarded as eminently desirable. 

The points of objection to the present system; which are specially 
referred to in the various memorials which have been submitted to 
our consideration, relate mainly to the number and formation of the 
Districts ; and the mode of selecting and appointing the Presiding 
Elders, and the recommendations which are appended, have. refer- 
ence also to these two subjects. They embody the sentiments of the 
most conservative of the advocates of modification ; they are clearly, 
in our opinion, within the powers of the General Conference ; and 
we recommend their adoption as calculated, in our judgment, to 
strengthen the episcopal authority, and to make the Presiding Eld- 
ership not only more acceptable, but also more honorable, more 
efficient, and more useful. 

; kil recommend therefore the following changes in the Discipline, 
namely : 
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rt. That paragraph 218, which reads, ‘‘To form’ the Districts May 27. 


according to his judgment,” be amended to read, ‘‘ To form the Dis- 
tricts according to his judgment, with the advice of the Presiding 
Elders, the Conference having first determined the number ; pro- 
vided, however, that there shall not be less than two nor more than 
ten Districts in a Conference, except in Mission Conferences.” 

2. That paragraph 229, which reads, ‘‘ Presiding Elders are to be 
chosen by the Bishops, by whom they are also to be stationed and 
changed,” be amended to read as follows: 

“Presiding Elders shall be appointed by the Bishops, on the 
nomination of a majority of the Annual Conference, by ballot, with- 
out debate ; provided, however, that in case the Bishops shall deem 
that the interests of the Church demand that any person so nomi- 
nated be otherwise employed, they shall communicate their judg- 
ment to the Conference, which shall then proceed to make other 
nominations until the required number is obtained.” 

3. That after the above paragraph 229a new paragraph be added, 
to read as follows: 

“Tf any Annual Conference shall decline or fail to nominate, the 
Bishop presiding at that Conference shall choose and appoint the 
Presiding Elders ; and if any vacancy occur in the office in the in- 
terim of the Conference, the Bishop shall fill the vacancy until the 
next Annual Conference.” 

4. That paragraph 235, which reads, ‘‘IV. To be present at, as 
far as practicable, and to hold all the Quarterly Meetings, and to 
call together at each Quarterly Meeting the Quarterly Conference, 
to hear complaints,” etc., be amended to read, ‘‘ IV. To be present 
at the Quarterly Meetings as far as practicable, to call together the 
Quarterly Conferences, and to attend them at least twice a year, 
and oftener if the Annual Conference so determine, to hear com- 
plaints,” etc. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


WILLIAM RICE, 
J. F. Martay, 
J. 5S. SMART, 

H. H. Moore, 
K. P. JERVIS, 
L. C. QUEAL, 
W. G. WATERS, 
C. W. HEISLEY, 
A. MARINE, 

- T. W. STANLEY, 
E. M’CHESNEY, 
N. S. BucKINGHAM, 


W. DENNETT, 

G. BELL, 

G. Topp, Jun., 
W. M. ZARING, 
J. W. ADAMs, 
C. A. LOEBER, 
H. Kocu, 

J. ROTHWEILER, 
J. M. THopurn, 
J. W. Earon, 
R. MorGAn, 

Ey Koper. 


C. W. Smiru, } 


W. A. Smita, § as to first and fourth amendment. 


Oliver Hoyt, upon this motion, called for a separate 
vote of the laymen, but the call was not sustained, the 
“requisite two thirds not concurring in the demand, 32 
voting for and 69 against, as follows: 

YVras—Blake, Clark of Troy, Cooley, Cochran, Cornell, 
Davis, Decker of New York, Ferry, Fish, Fisk, Gunn, 
Hartman of Baltimore, Hendrickson, Hoyt, Huston, 
Kendrick, Mahin, Metcalf, Miller, Pettibone, Price of 
Philadelphia, Prindle, Ransom, Ray, Reynolds, Richard- 
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Yeas and 
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Orsdell, Weaver—32. 

Nays—Appel, Atkinson, Aultman, Ball, Bell, Bodine, 
Bohl, Brock, Camp, Carskadon, Carter, Chestnut, Cis- 
sell, Cooper of Northern New York, Cunningham, Dar- 
nall, Decker of Central New York, De Pauw, Dickhaut, 
Doelfeld, French of Central New York, French of Maine, 
Garmoe, Grant, Green, Griswold, Harbin, Hartman of 
Central German, Haughey, Herrick, Hiester, Hiett, Hol- 
loway, Jackson, Jervey, Lewis, Lunt, Mallalieu, Mar- 
quardt, Martin, M’Adoo, M’Williams, Meek, Maharry, 
Mosser, Mowe, Mues, Neu, Ocumpaugh, Otis, Perry, 
Pipher, Presnell, Price of Upper Iowa, Ramsey, Rogers 
(George), Ruggles, Shinkle, Smith, Spencer, Swayzee, 
Todd, Warnock, Wells of Troy, Wells of Mississippi, 
White, Whitney, Willard, Williamson—69. 

On motion of Morris D’C. Crawford, the yeas and 
nays were ordered on the substitute of J. S. Smart, and 
it was not accepted, 123 in the affirmative, and 195 in 
the negative, as follows: 

Yreas—Adams of New Hampshire, Andrus, Appel, 
Barrows, Bates, Bell, Belt, Benson, Birch, Bodine, Bohl, 
Brock, Bruce, Buckingham, Campbell, Caughlan, Chest- 
nut, Cilley, Chaplain, Clapp,’ Clark (G. W.) of Erie, 
Clark of New Engiand, Cleveland, Cobb, Colman, 
Cooper of Northern New York, Cummings, Curry, 
Darnall, Decker of Central New York, Dennett, Dick- 
haut, Doane, Doelfeld, Eaton, Erwin, FitzGerald, French 
of Central New York, French of Maine, George, Grant, 
Green of New Jersey, Griswold, Harbin, Hartman of 
Central German, Hatfield, Heisley, Hiett; Holloway, 
Hughey, Hunt of Western New York, Huntington, Jack- 
son, Jervis, Jewett, Koch, Kopp, Ladd, Leavitt, Lewis, 
Leibhart, Lloyd, Loeber, Lowrey, Manly, Marine, Mar- 
ley, Marquardt, Matlack, M’Chesney, M’Keown, M’Kin- 
ley, Meek, Meharry, Monroe, Moody, Moore of Erie,’ 
Morgan of Vermont, Mosser, Mues, Nesbit, Neu, Ninde, 
O’Neal, Paxson, Perry, Phillips, Price of Philadelphia, 
Puffer, Queal of Central New York, Rice, Richardson, 
Riddle, Ridgaway, Rogers (George), Rothweiler, Sex- 
ton, Smart, Smith of Pittsburgh, Smith of Rock River, 
Snowden, Stanley, Stetson, Stone of East Maine, Stowe, 
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Swayzee, Taylor, Thoburn, Todd, Towne, Turner of 
California, Van Orsdell, Walden, Walker of St. Louis, 
Walker of Wisconsin, Warnock, Warren, Waters, Went- 
worth, Wetherbee, Willard, Williamson, Zaring—123. 
Nays—Adams of Mississippi, Alston, Atkinson, Ault- 
man, Baker, Ball, Barnes, Bayliss, Beeman, Bignell, 
Bingham, Blake, Bolton, Braden, Brown of Western 
New York, Brooke, Brooks, Brown of Iowa, Brush, 
Buck, Buckley, Buckner, Call, Camp, Carroll, Carska- 
don, Carter, Chadwick, Chesbro, Cisse]l, Clark of Troy, 
Cooley, Cooper of Baltimore, Cornell, Cochran, Crary, 
Crawford, Cunningham, Dashiell, Davies, Davis of Prov- 
idence, Decker of New York, De Pauw, De Puy, Dix, 
Doering, Dunn, Earp, Eckman, Edwards, England, 
Evans of Central Illinois, Ferry, Fish, Fisher, Fisk 
of Saint Louis, Fiske of Detroit, Fleming, Foreman, 
Foss, Fowler, Freund, Fry, Fuller, Garmoe, Goodrich, 
Goodsell, Graves, Graw, Green of Rock River, Griffin, 
Gunn, Hamilton, Hamlin, Hammett, Hammond, Han- 
lon, Harrison, Hartman of Baltimore, Hartzell, Haven, 
Haughey, Haw, Hays, Hemenway, Hendrickson, Her- 
rick, Hiester, Hitchcock, Holliday, Holman, Horner, 
Hoyt of New York East, Hoyt of North Ohio, Hunt of 
New York East, Hunter; Hurst, Huston, Jacokes, Jaques, 
Jervey, Jocelyn, Jolley, Keener, Kendrick, King, Koe- 
neke, Kynett, Lanahan, Leaton, Locke, Lunt, Lyons, 
Mahin, Mallalieu, Manker, Martin, Martindale, Mather 
of North Ohio, Mather of West Wisconsin, M’Adoo, 
M’Donald of Iowa, M’Donald of Mississippi, M’Elroy, 
M’Williams, Metcalf, Miley, Miller (R. L.) of Pitts- 
burgh, Miller (Hiram) of Pittsburgh, Miller of Upper 
Iowa, Miller of Alabama, Miller of Erie, Mitchell of 
North-west Iowa, Mitchell of South Kansas, Mitchell of 
Central Pennsylvania, Molloy, Morgan of Baltimore, 
Mowe, Muir, Nelson, Nettleton, Newman, Ocumpaugh, 
Olin, Otis, Painter, Palmer, Perrine, Pershing, Pettibone, 
Pierce, Pipher, Porter, Powell, Power, Prentiss, Pressnell, 
Price of Upper Iowa, Prindle, Ramsey, Ransom, Ray, 
Reid, Reynolds, Rogers of Nebraska, Ruggles, Schuler, 
Scudder, Shinkle, Slaughter, Snell, Smith of North-west 
Indiana, Smith of South Kansas, Spencer, Steele, Trim- 
ble, Turner ot Philadelphia, Underwood, Weaver, Web- 
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May 2%.ster of South Carolina, Webster of Troy, Webster of 


TWENTY- 
FOURTH 
Day. 


Nays, 189. 


Third item 
strickea 
out. 


Items 
adopted. 


Walden’s 
Amendment 
lost. 


Florida, Wells of Troy, Wells of Mississippi, Wheatley, 
Whedon, Wheeler of Erie, Wheeler of Wyoming, White, 
Whitney, Wilbur, Witting, Wood of North-west Indiana, 
Wood of Philadelphia, Wright of Minnesota—r95. 

Absent or not voting—Allman, Auld, Burns, Calder- 
wood, Calley, Clark\(C.) of Erie, Cumback, Davis of Ne- 
braska, Defrees, Dennis, Dickey, Drinkle, Evans of Colo- 
rado, Fagg, Fike, Gatch, Henry, Hurlburt, Ives, Jones, 
Lawrence of Alabama, Lawrence of Central Ohio, Lil- 
lard, Merrick, Milcs, Moore of Des Moines, Neidring- 
haus, Perkins, Pratt, Round, Searles, Sessions, Tevis, 
Toles, Walker (M. B.), Ware, Winters—37. 

Several amendments were offered to strike out certain 
portions of the majority report, all of which were lost; 
and the substitute offered by George G. Reynolds was 
accepted in lieu of the part stricken out by a vote of 
144 in favor to 111 against. 

The majority report was then voted upon serdatim. 

The first item was adopted. 

The second item was read, and, on motion of J. W. 
M’Donald, all the reasons given in the item why the 
Committee could not recommend a change in the Dis- 
cipline concerning the election of Presiding Elders 
were stricken out, and the item was then adopted. 

On motion of Francis S. Hoyt the third item of the 
report was stricken out. It was as follows: 

“The making the Presiding Elders an Advisory Council with the 
Bishops in fixing the appointments of the traveling Preachers is a 
proposition which we deem unconstitutional, inexpedient, and in- 
capable of being harmoniously adjusted to our peculiar principles 


and machinery, and therefore we recommend no change in this par- 
ticular.” 


Item fourth was read, and, as amended by the substi- 
tute of G. G. Reynolds, was adopted by a vote of 186 
yeas, 67 nays. Items 5, 6, and 7 were adopted. 

J. M. Walden offered the following paper as an ad- 
dition to item 4, but it was not accepted: 


Resolved, That the Bishops are hereby instructed to present to 
each Annual Conference, at its session immediately preceding the 
next General Conference, the rules adopted by the General Confer- 
ence of 1820 for choosing the Presiding Elders, and to report the 
action of the Annual Conferences to the General Conference of 1880 
for its consideration, said rule being as follows : 
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“Whenever in any Annual Conference there shall be a vacancy 
or vacancies in the office of Presiding Elder in consequence of his 
period of service of four years having expired, or the Bishop wishing 
to remove any Presiding Elder, or by death or othérwise, the Bishop 
or President of thé Conference, having ascertained the number 
wanted from any of these causés, shall nominate three times the 
number, out of which the Conference shall elect by ballot, without 
debate, the number wanted ; provided, when there is more than one 
wanted, not more than three at one time shall be nominated, nor 
more than one at a time elected ; provided also, that in case of any 
vacancy or vacancies in the office of the Presiding Elder in the inter- 
val of any Annual Conference, the Bishop shall have authority to fill 
said vacancy until the énsuing Annual Conférence.” 


The report as a whole was then adopted as amended, 
and is as follows: 


ITINERANCY—REPORT NO. IV. 


Your Committee on Itinerancy would respectfully report that mé- 
morials and petitions have been received from twenty-seven Annual 
Conferences and from twelve Lay Electoral Conferences asking for 
modifications in the Presiding Eldership; also, that eighteen An- 
nual and eight Lay Electoral Conferences have protested against any 
change ; and that thirty-five Annual Conferences have not spoken at 

-all on the subject. ' 

We have given to the papers which have been referred to us, and 
also to the whole question, the most thorough examination and re- 
flection of which we are capable, and present for the consideration 
and adoption of the General Conference the following conclusions : 

1. The dutiés of Presiding Elders, as defined in the Discipline in 
paragraphs 231 to 242 inclusive, invest the office with great dignity 
and responsibility, making it, in fact, essential to the maintenance 
of “the plan of our itinerant general Superintendency.” And when 
these dutiés are faithfully performed the incumbent must and will 
receive the respect of all loyal members of the, Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

2. The change of the Discipline so as to allow of the election of 
Presiding Elders, for which many have petitioned, we cannot rec- 
ommend. 

3. ‘As to the proposition to transfer the power of fixing the num- 
ber and boundaries of the districts from the Bishops to the Annual 
Conferences, we have to say that the judgment of the whole Church 
ought to be taken on this subject, and, in order thereunto, we rec- 
ommend that the following changes and resolutions be adopted: 

Resolved, That if two thirds of this General Conference shall 
recommend, and three fourths of all the members of the several 
Annual Conferences who shall be present and vote on the recom- 
mendation at their sessions next ensuing shall concur, the third 
Restrictive Rule shall be suspended in order to permit a modifica- 
tion of ‘‘the plan of our itinerant general Superintendency” by 
adding to paragraph 218 these words, ‘“ the Conferences having aul- 
thority to determine the number of districts, provided no Confer- 
ence shall have less than two nor more than eight districts, nor shall 
any district have more than sixty pastoral charges,” so that the 
whole paragraph shall read : ‘‘ To form the districts according to his 
judgment, the Conferences having authority to determine the num- 
ber of districts, provided no Conference shall have less than two nor 
more than eight districts, nor shall any district have more than 
sixty pastoral charges.” 
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Resolved, That paragraph 235 be amended by ‘inserting after the 
word ‘‘ meetings,” in the third line, the words ‘‘ especially the first 
and fourth ;” and beginning with “at” at the close of the third line, 
strike out ‘‘at each quarterly meeting,” so that the whole will read, 
“‘to be present at, as far as practicable, and to hold, all the quarterly 
meetings, especially the first and fourth, and call together the quar- . 
terly Conference to hear,” etc. 

Resolved, That paragraph 258 be amended by striking out of the 
second line the word ‘‘and” and the remainder of the paragraph, so 
that the whole will read, “To hold quarterly meetings in the ab- 
sence of a Presiding Elder.” 

Resolved, That paragraph 129 be amended by striking out, beginning 
with the word “fany”’ in the second Iine, and including the word 

“present” in the last line of the paragraph, so that the whole shall 


read, ‘‘ The Presiding Elder shall preside in the Quarterly Confer- 


May 29. 
TWENTY- 
rirtH Day. 
Morning. 

BishopA mes 
presiding. 


Letter from 
Admiral 
Rodgers. 


ence ; and in his absence the Preacher in charge shall preside.” 


At a quarter before three o’clock, on motion, the 
Conference adjourned, the benediction being pro- 
nounced by Bishop Janes. 


MONDAY MORNING, MAY 29, 


Conference met at the usual hour, Bishop Ames in 


the chair. 
The religious services were conducted by W. B. Wood. 


The Journal of Saturday’s session was read and 
approved. 

The following letter from Rear-Admiral Rodgers, of 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis, was read by the 
Secretary : 


Rev. GEORGE W. WoopRUFF, SECRETARY OF THE GENERAL CON- 
FERENCE. 
U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY, ANNAPOLIS, MD., May 27, 1876. 


REVEREND AND DEAR SiR: May I beg you to convey to the Gen- 
eral Conference my high sense of the honor conferred upon the Naval 
Academy by the resolutions you have so kindly conveyed to me, ex- 
pressing in such terms the gratification received by the Conference 
on its late visit to Annapolis. 

My associates and I were very glad to do homage to a body so 
eminent for its talents, its services, and its devotion, and we only re- 
gret that the visit of the Bishops and clergy, and of the eminent lay- 
men who work so efficiently with them, was so brief as to deprive 
us of the opportunity to pay them greater attention. 

Coming as you did from every district in our country to a public 
school in which every Congressional District is also represented, it 
was a new instance of the catholic spirit of our institutions and of 
the ties that bind together every section and hamlet of our land, so 
broad in its area, but so closely connected by such common bonds. 

With oe respect,.I am, your obedient servant, 

C. R.. P. RoDGERS, Rear-Admiral, 
Superintendent, 


' 
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On motion of J. M. Reid the rules were suspended, 
and it was resolved to limit speakers hereafter to five 
minutes. 

By unanimous consent, A. J. Kynett was authorized 
to insert papers from the Sunday-school and Tract So- 
ciety in the Manual ordered a few days ago. 

On motion of D. M’Williams, the rules were sus- 
pended to allow the presentation of the Report of the 
Committee on Expenses.of Delegates, which was read 
and adopted, as follows: — 


Motal-expensesiofyWelegatesw-taseimsie sisi cisic cle fe ake aiers $22,791 
Total receipts, as reported. by Delegates and Book Agents. 18,309 


Wotalidehicieucyia ss ccdscs ometeteie hie srslewinre a aiemetonerss $4,482 


a detailed report of which, your Committee will report to your body 
before its adjournment. 

Your Committee would recommend the following : 

Resolved, That the Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati be 
authorized to honor the drafts of the Treasurer for an amount not 
"to exceed five thousand dollars, ($5,000,) or so much of said sum as is 
needed to meet the deficiencies of the expenses of this General Con- 
ference ; said drafts to be in the proportion of two thirds on New 
York and one third on Cincinnati of the whole sum drawn. 


On motion of R. Nelson, the rules were suspended to al- 
low the Chairmen of Committees to hand in their reports. 

The Committee on Episcopacy presented majority 
and minority Report No. V. 

The Committee on the State of the Church presented 
Report No. VII. 

The Committee on Missions presented Reports Nos. 
SKiVeandsy XV: : 

Bishop Janes presented certificate of the Commis- 
sioners of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, which 
was referred to. the Chairman of the Commission. ap- 
pointed by the General Conference. : 

On motion, leave of absence was granted to L. Hart- 
man. 

On motion, the Committee on Temperance was 
granted leave to retire. 

W. M. Wright was announced as in his seat after leave 
of absence. 

On motion of C. B. Fisk, Report No. II of the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church was taken up. [For 
Report, as adopted, see page 329.] 
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May 29. L.C. Queal offered the following as a substitute for 


T a 
umn Day. the whole: 


Morning. ; iti f civil government to main- 
1. ©. Quesl’s Whereas, It is the legitimate office of civil gov main, 


Substitute, tain the equality of American citizens before the law ; and, 
Whereas, \t is the duty of a New Testament Church to so preach 
the Gospel and administer its affairs that the Church, like God, wall 
not respect the person of men ; therefore, 
- Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries shall so adjust the 
Conferences known as mixed and separate Conferences as in their 
judgment the prosperity of the Churches of which they will be com- 
posed demand, without regard to what is technically called the Color 
line. 


a L. C. Matlack offered the minority report as an 
mide 


ment lost. amendment to the above substitute, which was lost. 
The minority report is as follows: 


The undersigned, a minority of the Committee on the State of the 
Church, to which was referred sundry petitions, resolutions, and me- 
morials on the subject of separate Conferences, present the following : 

Your Committee have carefully considered the subject to which 
their attention has been asked, and would recommend to the Confer- 
ence the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That, in the judgment of the members of this General 
Conference in General Conference assembled, no new Annual Con- 
ference should be organized, or new Conference lines established, be- 
cause of any difference existing between persons of African and Anglo- 
Saxon origin; and that the Committee on Boundaries be, and they 
are hereby, so instructed. 

Respectfully submitted, 


L. C. MATLACK, W. W. ForEMAN, 

G. BELL, E. C. Brice, : 

A. WEBSTER, J. W. M’Avoo, 

JosEPH CUMMINGS, JAMES WELLS, 

W. B. Woop, E. C. GRISWOLD, 

G. W. CHESBRO, Joun MAunIN, 

G. Topp, Jun., JAMES ERWIN. 
Fowler's C. H. Fowler offered the following amendment, which 
amendment : 


adopted. was adopted by a vote of 199 yeas to 94 nays: 


Resolved, That whenever it shall be requested by a majority of the 
white members, and also a majority of the colored members, of any 
Annual Conference, that such Conference be divided into two or 
more Conferences, then it is the opinion of this General Conference 
that such division should be made. 


Hifeheock Luke Hitchcock offered the following additional 
adopted. amendment, which was adopted, to wit: 
And in that case the Bishop presiding is hereby authorized to 
organize a new Conference or Conferences. 


Wee R. Wheatley offered the following amendment, which 
was not adopted: 


Resolved, That wherever white and colored Conferences co-exist 
on the same territory, it shall be optional with any and every Church 
to decide to which Conference they shall belong, 
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The motion of H. H. Moore to reconsider the amend- 
ment of C. H. Fowler was lost. 

On motion of J. Horner, the words “in our Southern 
work” were stricken out, and the first resolution as 
amended was then adopted. 

The second resolution as amended was adopted by 
the following yea and nay votes: 

Yeas—Adams of Mississippi, Adams of New Hamp- 
shire, Andrus, Appel, Atkinson, Aultman, Baker, Ball, 
Barnes, Barrows, Bates, Bayliss, Beeman, Benson, Birch, 
Blake, Bodine, Bolton, Brock, Brown of Western New 
York, Brooke, Brooks, Brush, Buck, Buckingham, Buck- 
ley, Buckner, Burns, Camp, Campbell, Carroll, Carska- 
don, Carter, Caughlan, Chadwick, Chesbro, Chestnut, 
Cilley, Cissell, Chaplain, Clapp, Cobb, Colman, Cooley, 
Cooper of Northern New York, Cornell, Crary, Crawford, 
Curry, Darnall, Davies, Davis of Providence, Decker of 
Central New York, Decker of New York, Dennett, De 
Pauw, De Puy, Dix, Doane, Doelfeld, Doering, Earp, 
Eaton, England, Ferry, Fish, Fisher, Fisk of St. Louis, 
Fiske of Detroit, FitzGerald, Fleming, Foss, Fowler, 
French of Maine, Freund, Fry, Fuller, Garmoe, George, 
Goodrich, Graves, Grant, Green of New Jersey, Green 
of Rock Riyer, Griswold, Gunn, Hamilton, Hammett, 
Hammond, Hanlon, Harbin, Harrison, Hartman of Bal- 
timore, Hartman of Central German, Haven, Haughey, 
Haw of West Wisconsin, Hays, Heisley, Hemenway, 
Hendrickson, Herrick, Hiester, Hitchcock, Holliday, 
Horner, Hoyt of New York East, Hughey, Hunt of 
Western New York, Hunter, Hurst, Huston, Jacokes, 
Jervis, Jolley, Keener, Kendrick, King, Koeneke, 
Kopp, Kynett, Ladd, Leaton, Liebhart, Lloyd, Locke, 
Loeber, Lowrey, Lunt, Mallalieu, Manker, Marlay, 
Martin, Martindale, Mather of North Ohio, Mather 
of West Wisconsin, Matlack, M’Donald of Missis- 
sippi, M’Elroy, M’Kinley, M’Williams, Meek, Meharry, 
Metcalf, Miley, Miller (R. L.), Miller (Hiram), Mil- 
ler of Alabama, Mitchell of South Kansas, Mitchell of 
Central Pennsylvania, Monroe, Moody, Moore of Erie, 
Morgan of Vermont, Mosser, Mowe, Mues, Muir, Nel- 
son, Nesbit, Nettleton, Newman, Neu, Ninde, Otis, 
Painter, Palmer, Paxton, Perrine, Pershing, Pettibone, 
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Pierce, Pipher, Porter, Powell, Prentiss, Presnell, Prin- 
dle, Ramsey, Ransom, Ray, Reid, Reynolds, Rich- 
ardson, Riddle, Ridgaway, Rogers of Nebraska, 
Rogers (Geo.), Rothweiler, Schuler, Scudder, Shin- 
kle, Slaughter, Smith of North-west Indiana, Smith 
of Pittsburgh, Smith of Rock River, Smith of South 
Kansas, Spencer, Stanley, Stetson, Stowe, Swayzee, 
Thoburn, Towne, Trimble, Turner of Philadelphia, 
Turner of California, Underwood, Van Orsdell, Wal- 
den, Walker of St. Louis, Webster of Florida, Wells 
of Troy, Wells of Mississippi, Wetherbee, Wheeler of 
Erie, Wheeler of Wyoming, White, Whitney, Wilbur, 
Willard, Williamson, Witting, Wood of North-west 
Indiana, Wright of Minnesota, Wright of Virginia, 
Zaring—226. 

Nays—Alston, Bell, Belt, Bignell, Bingham, Bohl, 
Braden, Bruce, Clark (G. W.) of Erie, Clark of New 
England, Cooper of Baltimore, Cochran, Cummings, 
Dashiell, Drinkle, Edwards of Detroit, Erwin, Fore- 
man, French of Central New York, Goodsell, Hartzell, 
Hatfield, Holloway, Hoyt of North Ohio, Huntington, 
Jaques, Jervey, Jocelyn, Lanahan, Leavitt, Lewis, 
Lillard, Lyons, Molloy, Manly, Mahin, Marine, M’Adoo, 
M’Chesney, M’Donald of Towa, M’Keown, Mitchell 
(Bennett), Morgan of Baltimore, Olin, O’Neal, Power, 
Price of Philadelphia, Puffer, Ruggles, Sexton, Snell, 
Smart, Snowden, Stone, Taylor, Todd, Walker of Wis- 
consin, Warren, Waters, Weaver, Webster of South Caro- 
lina, Wentworth, Wheatley, Whedon, Winters, Wood of . 
Philadelphia—66. 

Absent, or not voting— Allman, Auld, Brown of 
Iowa, Calderwood, Call, Calley, Clark (C.) of Erie, 
Clark of Troy, Cleveland, Cumback, Cunningham, Da- 
vis of Nebraska, Defrees, Dennis, Dickey, Dickhaut, 
Dunn, Eckman, Evans of Central Illinois, Evans of 
Colorado, Fagg, Fike, Gatch, Griffin, Graw, Hamlin, 
Henry, Hiett, Holman, Hunt of New York East, Hurl- 
burt, Ives, Jackson, Jewett, Jones, Koch, Lawrence of 
Alabama, Lawrence of Central Ohio, Marquardt, Mer- 
rick, Miles, Miller (Emory), Miller (Lewis), Moore of - 
Des Moines, Neidringhaus, Ocumpaugh, Perkins, Perry, 
Phillips, Pratt, Price of Upper Iowa, Queal of Central 
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New York, Rice, Searles, Sessions, Steele, Tevis, Toles, May 29. 


Walker (M. B.), Ware, Warnock, Webster of Troy—6z. 
On motion, the Conference adjourned, the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by W. H. Elliott. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 29, 


Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop 
Simpson presiding. 

Lewis R. Fiske led in the devotional services. 

The Journal of the morning’s session was read and 
approved. 

On motion of E. O. Haven, Report No. II of the 
Committee on the State of the Church, under consider- 
ation at the close of the morning session, was adopted 
as a whole, as follows: 


The Committee on the State of the Church present the follow- 
ing report on the matter referred to it concerning the expediency 
of dividing certain Conferences in our Southern work. 

The Committee have, by a large sub-committee, given much time 
to its consideration, and have investigated carefully the matter re- 
ferred to them. They have considered the numerous memorials, pe- 
litions, and resolutions presented to the General Conference on the 
subject, whether from Annual Conferences, conventions, or private 
individuals. They have consulted with most, if not all, the dele- 
gates to the General Conference who represent Conferences particu- 
larly interested in the question of division, and have studied the 
history of the movements in several Conferences seeking to effect or 
prevent division within a few years past, and report the following 
result of its investigation. 

It finds that the matter of division, especially in some of the 
Conferences, has been the cause or occasion of much excitement and 
discussion, and in some cases of considerable personal feeling in re- 
gard thereto, and the difficulties of securing a wise and satisfactory 
solution of the question have been greatly increased by this excite- 
ment and personal feeling. ‘ 

It is alleged in justification of their plea, by those who advocate 
the continuance of mixed Conferences in all cases, that any move- 
ment toward separation would only foster and encourage the spirit 
of caste, and increase and intensify a prejudice and hostility already 
too strong toward the colored people ; that it would be the confession 
of an invidious distinction that would be wrong for the Christian 
Church to make ; that in Christ Jesus there is neither Jew nor Greek, 
bond nor free. 

It is further alleged by them that this caste spirit in years past and 
before the war was the result of slavery, and that since the war the 
freedom of the colored people is assured, and they have an equality 
before the law, with all the privileges common to citizens, guaranteed 
to them, and that we should be exceedingly cautious how. we adopt 
any measures that would even in appearance seem to say that they 
should have less privileges of equality in the Church than they have 
in law and in the world. ‘That, in fact, the question of separation in- 
volves the violation of the great principle of brotherhood and rights. 
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And it is further alleged by them that it is our duty to continue 
mixed Conferences, because, by their association, an opportunity 
would be given the white preachers better to assist in educating 
the colored ones, and in eleyating them and the colored members in 
social and religious character. 

It is claimed by those who advocate the propriety of separate 
Conferences in given cases that it is entirely a question of expedien- 
cy, and that the recognition of caste, in any offensive sense, 1s not 
implied. ’ 

‘That it does not propose any removal of privileges to any party 1n 
the Church, or the withdrawal from the white or colored people by 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, of any help or protection that it 
can give; it is simply to give the choice and advantage of preference, 
and this as much to the colored people as to the whites. hat to 
divide a Conference will not be any greater evidence of the spirit of 
caste than already prevails in nearly every Church and district in all 
the Southern work. There is not a single Church of white members 
with a colored preacher; nor a single district of Churches of white 
members with a colored Presiding Elder. Nor is such a state of 
things desired by any of the parties concerned. The general desire 
of Churches with colored members, and of districts with the same, is 
to have, where it can be, preachers and Presiding Elders of their own 
color. Most of the districts are by preference either all colored or 
all white, and what makes this preference most marked and dis- 
tinctive is that these districts are often entirely or in part on the 
same territory, and it is claimed that the separation by Conferences, 
by preference, would only be the same natural development as now 
prevails in single Churches and districts. They say also that this 
preference for the same color is so strong, that, in some Conferences, 
where whites and colored are more equally divided, our Churches 
have had to contend against its influence to prevent the persistent 
spirit of proselytism of other Churches exclusively colored, and keep 
them from drawing from us many of our colored members. That, in 
fact, many have already been drawn away by them, and that during 
the last four years, in two or three Conferences where the mixed feat- 
ure is most marked, we have now a much less membership than we 
had four years ago. That in Conferences already existing, entirely 
white or colored, on the same territory, there has been a decided 
prosperity, and there exists between these a marked fraternal reci- 
procity and interest in each other’s success. 

The General Conference will wish to know what is the actual state 
of the several Conferences in respect to numbers, and a disposition 
for separation, where the white and colored are mixed, or being sep- 
arate occupy the same territory. There are, in all, nineteen such 
Conferences. ‘Ihe Delaware, Washington, and Lexington Confer- 
ences are exclusively colored, both in ministers and membership. 
The Kentucky is exclusively white. They have each been decidedly 
prosperous during the past four years; are satisfied with their present 
status, and it is not believed that any one seriously desires a change 
in his position. ‘There are five Conferences that are almost, though 
not exclusively, composed of colored members. These are the South 
Carolina, the Florida, the Mississippi, the Louisiana, and the Texas. 
In none of these is there less than three nor more than ten white 
mernbers, and from forty to eighty colored ones. From none of 
these is there a desire expressed for separation. “Lhe Holston Con- 
ference has two small colored districts ; the St. Louis, the Arkansas, 
and the Missouri Conferences have each a small Presiding Elder’s 
district of colored members, and all mostly supplied with colored 
preachers. The Holston and the Missouri have indicated a wish, if 
the General Conference thought best, to have a separation. But it is 
believed, from representations to the-Committee, that neither of them 
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will insist upon it, and the work in each is so situated that it would May 29. 
be difficult, without damage to the colored portion of it, to make a  Twrnty- 

separation. The North Carolina Conference has about one third ¥irrd Day. 
white ministers, but does not ask for a separation. Afternoon. 

The remaining three Conferences are the Alabama, the Georgia, 
and the Tennessee. These are each nearly equally divided into 
white and colored members. The desire of each, in respect to sepa- 
ration, has been variously expressed. In the Alabama the vote has 
been taken at different times, and in each instance has been nearly 
or quite unanimously for it. In Georgia it was so expressed in 1872, 
1873, and 1874, but in 1875 the vote was against it, as it said “fon a 
Color line,” but was in favor of it on a geographical line. In Ten- 
nessee a conyention was held last year of most of the white preach- 
ers, very earnestly asking a division, but at the Conference following 
a large majority of the colored preachers voted against it. The feel- 
ing of both parties was so strongly exhibited as to show the inexpe- 
diency, and, indeed, the impracticability, of continuing them together 
with mutual profit. The statistical report of members in these Con- 
ferences from 1871 to 1875 is very significant. While in all the other 
Conferences, where there is now hearly or quite a separation by , 
color, there has been a considerable increase in Church members 
during these four years, in these three there has been a decrease— 
in Alabama of 4,000, in Georgia of 2,200, and in Tennessee of 50. 
Some of the delegates from these Conferences attribute this decrease 
to the embarrassments arising from their being mixed Conferences. 

From these facts, and after impartially inquiring into the whole 
subject, your Committee recommend for adoption the following res- 
olutions : 

Resolved, 1. That where it is the general desire of the members of 
an Annual Conference that there should be no division of such Con- 
ference into two or more Conferences in the same territory ; and where 
it is not clearly. to be seen that such division would favor or improve 
the state of the work in any Conference ; and where the interests and 
usefulness of even a minority of the members of such Conference, and 
of the members of Churches in such Conference, might be damaged 
or imperiled by division, it is the opinion of this General Conference 
that such division should not be made. 

Resolved, 2. That whenever it shall be requested by a majority of 
the white members, and also a majority of the colored members of 
any Annual Conference that it be divided, then it is the opinion of 
this General Conference that such division should be made, and in 
that case the Bishop presiding is hereby authorized to organize the 
new Conference or Conferences. 


Under the suspension of the rules E. Q. Fuller pre- Ongantzation 
. . . ot new Uon- 
sented the following preamble and resolution, which ferences in 
nie bys ie ‘ Georgia and 
were read, and a motion was made to adopt: NES 
Whereas, The Alabama Conference at its last session, by a unani- 
mous vote, requested this General Conference to divide that Confer- 
ence into two Conferences ; and, : 
Whereas, The Georgia Conference at its last session also unani- 
mously requested this General Conference to divide the Georgia Con- 
ference into two Conferences by a geographical line ; therefore, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Boundaries be instructed to di- 
vide the Alabama and Georgia Conferences as requested. . 


E. C. Bruce offered the following as a substitute: Bruce's sub- 


Resolved, That the division of the Alabama and the Georgia Con- See 
ferences be left subject to the rule included in the majority report of 
the Committee on the State of the Church, adopted this morning. 
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The substitute was lost, and, on motion, the original 
paper was adopted. 

A motion was made by Moses L. Scudder to recon- 
sider the motion, and the motion to reconsider was laid 
on the table. 

The call for reports from Committees was resumed. 

The Committee on the Book Concern called up Re- 


port No. VI. : 


Sections 1, 3, and 4 were read and adopted; as.follows: 


1. That all newspapers now published by authority of this Gen- 
eral Conference be continued. 

3. That $2,500 be paid to the Pacific Christian Advocate by the 
New York Agents to relieve its present necessities; and also that a 
sum not to exceed $500 per year be paid by said Agents for the con- 
tinuance of said paper during the next quadrennium if, in the judg- 
ment of the Agents, the paper shall need such aid to insure its con- 
tinuance. It is further recommended that the Publishing Committee 
be instructed to insist upon the system of pre-payment, and also to 
discontinue the paper if it cannot be sustained with the above-men- 
tioned aid. 

4. That the sum of $2,000, or so much of it as may be needed, 
be paid by the Western Book Agents to the Methodist Advocate at 
Atlanta each year, and should such sum be insufficient to maintain 
the paper without debt, we recommend that the General Book Com- 
mittee be directed to discontinue the paper. 


Report No. VIII of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern, and minority Report to same, were read. 

A. Shinkle offered a paper as a substitute for all in 
the Reports referring to the subject of establishment of 
Sunday-school papers. 

R. M. Hatfield moved to amend the paper by insert- 
ing the following: “Provided that the paper shall not 
entail a loss of more than $20,000 annually to the 
Book Concern, including the $10,000 appropriated by 
the Missionary Society,” and it was adopted. 

R. Nelson moved to amend the first resolution by add- 
ing, “Provided the contribution of $10,000 annually 
toward publishing such paper be made by the Mission- 
ary Society,” and it was adopted. 

On motion of R. M. Hatfield the following was added : 
“ Provided that the subscription price shall not be more 
than $1 50 per annum.” 

The substitute of Amos Shinkle was then, as amended, 
on motion, adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, 1. That the Agents at New York are hereby instructed 
to publish a weekly Sunday-school and Missionary paper (devoted 
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to Bible study, Church work, and Missionary intelligence) for Sun- 
day-school teachers and young people, to be under the editorial man- 
agement of the Sunday-school department and the Missionary Secre- 
taries. 


Resolved, 2. That the Sunday-School Journal be published month- 


ly, as at present; and that the Normal Class and the Missionary Ad- 
vocate be discontinued. 


Resolved, 3. That the Missionary Society shall have space in the 
columns of the weekly Sunday-school and Missionary paper to rep- 
resent its interests ; and that, in consideration thereof, the General 
Missionary Committee be requested to appropriate a portion of the 
amount hitherto annually expended by the Society in publishing the 
Missionary Advocate toward defraying the expenses of the weekiy 
Sunday-school and Missionary paper; provided that the amount 
paid by the Missionary Society shall not exceed the sum of $10,000 
annually ; and provided that the said $10,000 is paid by the Mission- 
ary Society ; and provided, also, that the subscription price of the 
paper shall not be more than one dollar and fifty cents per annum. 

The Committee on Boundaries presented Report 
No. I, which was read, and laid over under the rule. 

The Committee on Revisals presented Report No. 
XVII, and the Committee on Episcopacy Report 
No. VI. | 

G. J. Ferry called up Report No. I of the Committee 
on Lay Representation, and presented certain amend- 
ments thereto. 

J. M. Buckley presented the following as a substitute 
for the whole: 


Resolved, 1. That we consider the introduction of Lay Represen- 
tation in the Annual Conferences as desirable, but do not consider 
any of the plans proposed as practicable. 

Resolved, 2. That the Bishops be requested to appoint a Commis- 
sion of five ministers and five laymen to report a plan to the next 
General Conference, 

C. D. Foss offered the following amendment to the 
substitute of J. M. Buckley, to strike out the first reso- 
lution and insert the following instead, which was ac- 
cepted: 


Resolved, That the introduction of Lay Representation into the 
Annual Conferences is a question of very great importance, and that 
the interest it has awakened entitles it to serious consideration ; 
therefore, 


A. C. George moved to insert “and consider the 


propriety of equal Lay and Ministerial Representation 
in the General Conference.” 

The motion was lost. 

R. Nelson moved to amend by inserting after the 
word “laymen,” “to consider the propriety of introduc- 
ing Lay Delegation into the Annual Conference, and 
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May 29. if they deem it expedient,” which motion to amend 
TWENTYy- . 
FirrH Day. prevailed. 


Afternoon. The substitute, as amended, was then adopted, as 


Substitute as 
amended follows: 


adopted. 

‘ Resolved, That the introduction of Lay Representation into the 
Annual Conferences is a question of very great importance, and that 
the interest it has awakened entitles it to serious consideration ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to.appoint a commission 
of five ministers and five laymen to consider the propriety of intro- 
ducing Lay Delegation into the Annual Conferences, and if they 
deem it expedient, toreport a plan to the next General Conference. 


C. H. Fowler moved that when we adjourn it be to 
meet at nine A. M. to-morrow, which was lost. 

A motion to reconsider the vote fixing the hours of 
meeting and adjournment was lost. 

The Conference adjourned, the benediction being 
pronounced by W. B. Slaughter. 


DiPA MONDAY EVENING, MAY 29, 


Bishop Bow- = Conference met at the hour appointed, Bishop Bow- 
man presid- : ‘ 
ing. man in the chair. 


Religious services were conducted by J. L. Smith. 
The Journal of the afternoon’s session was read and 
approved. 
Absentees D. F. Barnes, I. C. Pershing, and G. R. Palmer, who 


permitted ‘ : 
to Record were absent when the vote was taken, were permitted 


Poe to record their vote on Report No. II from the Com- 
mittee on the State of the Church. They voted “yea.” 
A request for leave of absence for J. W. Locke was 
refused. 
Report No, On motion of J. M. Reid, the rules were suspended 


XIII of 
Missions to take up Report No. XIII of the Committee on Mis- 


adopted, : sf 
sions, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Missions respectfully report the following to 
the General Conference, to wit: 

Resolved, 'Yhat inasmuch as the annual sessions of the General 
Committee of Missions and the General Committee of Church Ex- 
tension are held at nearly the same period, and in the neighboring 
cities of New York and Philadelphia, so that it will be practicable 
and convenient for the same persons to attend the sessions of both 
of said Committees ; therefore it is the sense of this Committee that 
the same persons should be appointed as representatives from the 
several General Conference Districts to serve on both of said Gen- 
eral Committees, and that the expense of said attendance should be 
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equitably divided and paid according to such division by the re- 
spective treasurers of the Missionary Society and of the Board of 
Church Extension. 


Leave was granted S. H. Nesbitt to present resolu= 
tions relating to the Pittsburgh Advocate, which were 
received and laid over under the rules. 

Leave was also granted H. C. Benson to offer a reso- 
lution in relation to the California Christian Advocate, 
which was received and:laid over under the rules. 

The Report of the Committee on the Judiciary was 
taken up, read, and, on motion, adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee have considered the action of Judicial Confer- 
ences in the following cases, and find no errors demanding action on 
the part of the General Conference: T, C. Workman, H. T. Burge, 
J. F. Chaffee, William Rice, A. S. Cobb, Peter St. Clair, W. H. D. 
Young. 

In the case of the Judicial Conference held at Chattanooga, Feb. 
18, 1874, to hear the appeal of Henry Stevens from the action of the 
Tennessee Conference, it appears that only two of the triers were in 
attendance; but, by agreement of all parties interested to waive 
objections and abide the decision of the triers present, the appeal 
was tried, and the decision of the Conference reversed. 

In the judgment of your.Committee this procedure was unauthor- 
ized by the law in the case, and would therefore be an unsafe prece- 
dent to follow. But inasmuch as the result seems to have been 
generally satisfactory, and justice does not seem to require further 
action, we recommend the General Conference to let it pass without 
further notice. 


The report of the Committee on the American Bible 
Society was taken up, and, after several amendments, was 
adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee on the American Bible Society beg leave to re- 
port, that having carefully considered the papers referred to us, 
and examined documents put into our hands by one of the Secreta- 
ries, we present the following for your consideration and adoption : 

First. We rejoice in the great and good work done by this Society 
since it was organized in 1816. 

Second. The receipts of the Society for the last four years 
have been $459,370 40 less than the preceding four years. Financial 
depression explains this in part; and from a report recently made 
by a Committee on Agencies to the Board of Managers, we learn 
that some of the machinery of the Society demands modification. 
The receipts of the year ending May, 1875, were $577,569 80; and 
expenses for the same time for District Superintendents, and at New 
York, after deducting $12,000 rent charged to manufacturing account, 
were $113,381 60. : 

Third. We also learn that the Society loses no inconsiderable 
amounts through the ordinary and irresponsible Auxiliary Societies ; 
therefore, 

Resolved, t. That we regard with pleasure the expressed purpose 
of the Board of Managers to so reform their agency work as to re- 
duce excessive expenditure in that direction. 
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Resolved, 2. That we shall be gratified in some arrangement hy 
which auxiliaries sha]l be brought into a more responsible relation to 
this Society. 

Resolved, 3. That it is ourpresent, as it has been our past, aim and 
pleasure to contribute to the increasing success of the American 
Bible Society in the beneficent work of supplying the word of God 
to all men. 

Resolved, 4. That in view of the liberal manner with which the 
American Bible Society has responded to our request for grants to 
our Foreign Missions, to our Mission Sunday-schools, and to the 
destitute portions of our own country, we recommend that collections 
be made in all our Churches, and that they be reported with our 
other benevolent collections in the Annual Minutes; and, further, 
that, in the event of the contributions in our charges for the Bible 
Society being made in any other way than by public collections, that 
fact be noted in the Conference Minutes ; also, that the Agent of the 
American Bible Society be requested to report to the preachers of 
our Church the amounts collected by them in our pastoral charges. 


Report No. I of the Committee on Temperance was 
taken up, and acted upon serzatim. 

S. B. Ransom offered an amendment providing against 
the renting of buildings by our members in which in- 
toxicating liquors are permitted to be manufactured or 
sold, which amendment was accepted. 

H. Wheeler offered an amendment providing against 
members becoming bondsmen for persons asking license, 
which amendment was accepted. 

Cyrus D. Foss offered an amendment providing for 
the formation of Temperance Societies in all our con- 
gregations and Sunday-schools, which amendment was 
accepted. 

Asbury Lowrey offered a resolution, to be added to 
the report recognizing the ministry of godly and gifted 
women on temperance, which was accepted. 

It was, on motion, ordered that the report be pub- 
lished in all our Church papers. 

It was further ordered, that attention be called to 
the kind of wine to be used on sacramental occasions 
by a foot-note in the sacramental services in the Disci- 
pune... 

The report as amended was then adopted, as follows: 


To the Christian Church belongs the leadership in all moral re- 
forms, therefore her utterances should be bold and emphatic in favor 
of temperance, and against the manufacture, sale, or use of all that 
will intoxicate. 

The sale and use of intoxicating drinks fosters intemperance, 
afflicts the Church, State, communities, and family circles with nu- 
merous great evils, obstructing the progress of the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, counteracting very largely religious and secular educa- 
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tion, leading to Sabbath desecration, vice, crime, and venality in leg- May 29. 


islation and the civil service, impairing moral, mental, and physical 
health, and endangering the perpetuity of free government. 

While the Church in her ministry and membership has always 
taken a responsible part in the temperance reform, she should recog- 
nize a more emphatic call to resist and repel the free-thinking infidel 
influence now using the liquor traffic for the overthrow of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath and vital injunctions of the Decalogue, and make a 
determined, systematic, aggressive war for the entire suppression of 
this gigantic evil, the morbid outgrowth of the carnal appetites not 
subjected to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 

The presence of this destroyer, side by side with the grand achieve- 
ments of the religious and secular industries of this exalted era, 
forms a melancholy contrast at once painful and revolting. 

No Christian can tolerate or compromise with this evil; the atti- 
tude of the Church should be hostile toward the monster. _ We ren- 
der thanks to our Father in heaven for the greatly increased temper- 
ance sentiment throughout the country ; both Church and State are 
waking up to the magnitude of the interests involved. The State is 
taking hold of the monster through legislative enactments and 
judicial decisions; while the Church, under the influence of Christian 
women, has renewed with more vigor the attack on this stronghold 
of the prince of darkness, and is urging an aggressive war against 
this branch of the army of antichrist. 

This is the battle of the ages, and it is the duty of each oncoming 
generation to take up thé conflict where the preceding left it, and 
continue the struggle until total legal prohibition shall become the 
undisputed and settled policy of the whole earth ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we are unalterably opposed to the importation, 
manufacture, and sale of all kinds of distilled, fermented, and: vi- 
nous liquors, designed to be used as a beverage ; and that it is the 
duty of every member of the Christian Church to discountenance 
and oppose the evil at all times by voice and vote. 

Resolved, 2. That we earnestly protest against the members of our 
Church giving countenance to the liquor traffic by voting to grant 
licenses, or signing the pétitions of those who desire license to sell 
either distilled, or fermented, or vinous liquors, or by becoming 
bondsmen for persons asking such license, or by renting property 
to be used as the place in or on which to manufacture or sell such 
intoxicating liquors. 

Resolved, 3. That we are fully convinced of the wisdom and ab- 
solute need of total legal prohibition. 

Resolved, 4. That we recommend the organization in all our con- 
gregations and Sunday-schools of temperance societies. 

Resolved, 5. That we recognize the necessity of healthy temperance 
literature, and therefore recommend the publications of the National 
Temperance Society and Publication House at New York to the 
patronage of our people and Sunday-schools. 

Resolved, 6, That we recommend the use of none but pure, unfer- 
mented juice of the grape on our sacramental occasions. 

Resolved, 7. That we gratefully recognize and heartily commend 
the ministry of the godly women of the Church in the work of tem- 
perance, and in their holy crusade against the liquor traffic. 


Report No. II of the Committee on Temperance was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Temperance, to which was referred several 
memorials concerning the use of tobacco, have considered the same, 
and recommend the passage of the following resolutions : 
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Resolved, 1. That we advise all our ministers and members to ab- 
stain from the use of tobacco as injurious to both soul and body. 

Resolved, 2. That we recommend to the Annual Conferences to 
require candidates for admission to be free from the habit, as hurtful 
to their acceptability and usefulness among our people. 


James Erwin presented the report of the Committee 
to Audit the Accounts of the Treasurer of the Kingsley 
Monument Fund, which was read and adopted: 


The Special Committee appointed to audit the accounts of a Com- 
mittee, consisting of Oliver Hoyt, Esq., and others, who generously 
erected a beautiful monument at the grave of the late lamented 
Bishop Calvin Kingsley, D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
who died at Beirut, Syria, in the discharge of his official duties, in 
supervising our work in the East, beg leave respectfuldy to report— 

That, having carefully examined the papers and accounts relating 
to this matter, we find them to be correct, and that they have paid out 
$154 91 more than they received, which amount is now due to Oliver 
Hoyt, Esq. ; we therefore recommend for adoption the following 
resolution ; 

Resolved, That this General Conference heartily approve of the 
manner in which Mr. Hoyt and his associates have discharged their 
duty in erecting a suitable monument at the grave of Bishop Kings- 
ley, and we hereby express to them our warmest thanks for their 
efficient services. 


George J. Ferry called the attention of the Confer- 
ence to the balance of $154 91 due the treasurer, and 
Thomas W. Price said he would join Mayor Ferry in 
paying the balance, which proposition was immediately 
accepted. 

On motion of J. M. Buckley, the rules were suspend- 
ed to permit him to introduce the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 


Resolved, That hereafter subsidiary motions be in order, unde1 
the call for the previous question. 


W. G. Watters asked and was granted leave of absence 
for the remainder of the session. 

The time of the session was extended. 

The report of the Committee on Religious Corpora- 
tions was taken up, 

Pending its consideration the Conference adjourned. 

The doxology was sung, and the benediction pro- 
nounced by Bishop Andrews. 
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TUESDAY MORNING, MAY 30. 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Harris 
presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by Abijah 
Marine. 

Journal of yesterday evening’s session was read and 
approved. 

Leave was granted C. H. Fowler to offer the following, 
which was read and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Bishops are hereby authorized to appoint a 
Commission, consisting of six ministers and of six laymen, for the 
purpose of conferring with other Methodist Churches concerning 


questions of Fraternity and of Union, and to report the results of 
these consultations to the next General Conference. 


On motion of D. Curry, it was resolved that E. 
Wentworth, W. Hunter, and Isaac Dillon, retiring 
editors, be granted three months’ salary, provided 
they do not receive salaries from any other source. 

The rules were suspended, and the following resolu- 
tion, offered by Benjamin St. James Fry, was read and 
adopted : 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed 
to nominate the Local Sub-committees of the Genétal Book Com- 
mittee. 


The call for reports of Committees was resumed, 

The report of the Committee on Religious Corpora- 
tions, under consideration at the clese of yesterday 
evening’s session, was taken up. 

After the adoption of amendments the report was 
adopted, as follows: 


The Committee appointed to ascertain what modifications of the 
Discipline are necessary to secure the advantages offered by the 
statutes of the several States in regard to Religious Corporations, 
present the following as their report. 

The Committee have had under consideration three questions ; 

_1. The Incorporation of Annual Conferences. 

2. The relation of Trustees of Church Corporations to other Church 
officers. 

3. The disposition of property ence held for Church purposes, but 
no longer needed or used for such purposes. 

We learn that a large number of the Annual Conferences are not 
incorporated. The incorporation of these bodies must be conceded 
to be of great importance. Trust funds are often donated, or left by 
bequest or devise, which have been lost to the Church because 
there was no organization competent to receive and hold such trust 
funds. 
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The announcement of the existence of such Corporations would 
tend to largely increase the number of such bequests, by bringing 
the matter to the attention of our people. Probably there is no State 
or Territory where corporate powers cannot be secured, either from 
the Legislature or through the aid of general laws already existing. 
Nor does the fact that Conferences are not bounded by State lines 
present insuperable difficulties in the way of such incorporation. 

By the statutes of the States, Trustees are the custodians of Church 
property and the revenue derived from it. In very many cases 
these revenues are made up from the rental of pews. At the same 
time the Discipline of our Church throws the responsibility of the main- 
tenance of the ministry upon the Stewards. They are required to fix 
salaries, but sometimes find themselves entirely without the power to 
control the means to pay them. A conflict of authority between 
these two bodies—the one acting under the State law, and the other 
under the Discipline of the Church—has frequently arisen, unpleasant 
and embarrassing. We submit that no one on this floor will main- 
tain that Trustees hold the property or estate intrusted to them, or the 
revenues derived from them, for any other purpose than the support 
of the Gospel in accordance with the Discipline and usages of the 
Church. 

In the State of New York, by a recent law, Trustees of Church 
property are required ‘‘to hold and apply the estate and property 
belonging thereto, and the revenues of the same, for the benefit of the 
Corporation, according to the discipline, rules, and usages of the de- 
nomination to which the Church members of the Corporation 
belong :” and several other States have laws of similar import. 

The duty of Trustees to administer their trusts in accordance with 
the discipline and usages of the Methodist Episcopal Church is too 
apparent to need argument. In the recommendations which your 
Committee herein present, they have endeavored to harmonize our 
Discipline with statutory law, and to secure from such law possible 
advantages, 

Your Committee have been apprised that in some cases Church 
property has been abandoned by a changing population, so that 
neither Trustees nor worshipers remain. Such property was created 
by the generous contributions of members of our Church who have 
removed to other localities, or died in Christian faith. It is little 
less than sacrilege to pervert their benefactions from the holy uses 
to which they were originally consecrated by faith and prayer. 

Such property, by every principle of justice and equity, should be 
held and used in some way for the benefit of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, in accordance with the intention of its donors. 

In the State of New York a law was passed, in 1875, allowing 
Presbyteries to take possession of such estate which once belonged 
to the Presbyterian Church, and conferring upon them corporate 
powers for the purpose. At its recent session a general law was 
passed authorizing any ecclesiastical body to which a Church cor- 
poration was subordinate, to hold and use such abandoned estate. 

No doubt such provisions can be secured in every State by suita- 
ble effort. 

We most earnestly hope that no time will be lost by those whose 
relations and interests call upon them to act in this matter, in secur- 
ing in every State a measure so eminently wise and just. 

Your Committee recommend the following modifications of the 
Discipline : 

1. The addition to paragraph 100 of the words, ‘‘and these shall 
severally become bodies corporate, wherever practicable, under the 
authority of the laws of the States and Territories within whose 
bounds they are located;” so that it shall read, ‘‘ There shall be 
eighty-nine Annual Conferences in the year, and these shall sever- 
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ally become bodies corporate, wherever practicable, under ‘the au- May 30. 
thority of the laws of the States and Territories within:whose:bounds Twxyry- 
they are located.” sixta Day. 
_ Amending paragraph 500 by striking out ‘‘and a majority,” and Morning. 
Inserting in the place thereof the words ‘‘two thirds,” so that the 
paragraph shall read, ‘‘ Each Board of Trustees of our Church prop- 
erty shall consist of not less than three nor more than nine persons, 
each of whom shall be not less than twenty-one years of age, two 
thirds of whom shall be members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.” 

That paragraph 504 be amended by striking out all after the word 
“sale” in the seventh line from the bottom, and inserting in the 
place thereof the words, ‘‘If not needed and applied for the pur- 
chase or improvement of other property for the use of the Church, 
shall pay the balance to the Annual Conference within whose juris- 
ition such property is located,” so that the whole section shall 
read : 

“ Provided, nevertheless, That if the said Trustees, or any of them, 
or their successors, have advanced or shall advance any sum or sums 
of money, or shall be responsible for any sum or sums of money on 
account of said premises, and they, the said Trustees, or their suc- 
cessors, be obliged to pay the said sums of money, they, or a major- 
ity of them, shall be authorized to raise the said sums by a mortgage 
on said premises, or by selling the said premises after notice given 
to the Pastor or Preacher who has the oversight of the congregation 
attending divine service on the said premises, if the money due be 
not paid to the said Trustees or their successors within one year 
after such notice is given: and if such sale take place, the said 
Trustees, or their successors, after paying the debts and other ex- 
penses which are due from the money arising from such sale, if not 
needed and applied for the purchase or improvement of other prop- 
erty for the use of the Church, shall pay the balance to the Annual 
Conference within whose jurisdiction such property is located ; and 
in case of the reorganization of the said Society and the erection of 
a new Church building within five years after such transfer of funds, 
then the said Annual Conference shall repay to said new corporation 
the moneys which it had received from the Church or Society as 
above-mentioned.” i 

Amending paragraph 505 by adding the following words: ‘‘ Pro- 
vided he remain a member of our Church,” so that the paragraph 
shall read : 

“No person who is a Trustee shall be ejected while he is in joint 
security for money, unless such relief be given him as is demanded 
or the creditor will accept, provided he remain a member of our 
.Church.”’ 

Amending paragraph 510 by adding, ‘‘and in no case shall the 
Trustees mortgage or encumber the real estate on which churches 
and parsonages are situated for the current expenses of the Church,” 
so that the whole paragraph shall read : 

““Tn all other parts of such conveyances, as well as in their attesta- 
tion, acknowledgment, and placing them upon record, let a careful 
conformity be had to the laws, usages, and forms of the several States 
and Territories in which the property may be situated, so as to se- 
cure the ownership of the premises in fee simple; and in no case 
shall the Trustees mortgage or encumber the real estate on which 
churches or parsonages are situated for the current expenses of the 
Church.” 

Amending paragraph 511 by striking out, after the word ‘‘ con- 
curring,” in the tenth line, the words, ‘‘and the Annual Conference, 
and, in the interim of the Annual Conference ;” and also by striking 
out all after the word ‘‘ provided,” in the sixth line from the top of 
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May 30. page 211, and inserting in the place thereof the following: ‘ That 
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in all cases the proceeds of the sale, after the payment of debts, if 
any, if not applied to the purchase or improvement of other property 
for the same uses, and deeded to the corporation in the same man- 
ner, shall be held by such corporation, subject to the order of the 
Annual Conference within whose bounds such property is located ; 
and in all cases when church property is abandoned, or no longer 
used for the purposes originally designed, it shall be the duty of 
the Trustees, if any remain, to sell such property, and pay over 
the proceeds to the Annual Conference, or the Trustees of the Con- 
ference Funds, within whose bounds it is located; and where no 
such lawful Trustees yet remain, it shall be the duty of the said 
Annual Conference to secure the custody of such property by such 
means‘as the laws of the State may afford,” so that the whole par- 
agraph shall read, 

“‘Whenever it shall become necessary for the payment of debts, 
or with a view to re-investment, to make sale of church property that 
may have been conveyed to Trustees for either of the foregoing 
purposes, said Trustees or their successors may, upon application to 
the Quarterly Conference, obtain an order—a majority of all the 
members of such Quarterly Conference concurring, and the Preacher 
in charge and the Presiding Elder of the District consenting—for the 
sale, with such limitations and restrictions as said Quarterly Confer- 
ence may judge necessary ; and said Trustees, so authorized, may 
proceed to sell and convey such property ; Provided, That in all 
cases the proceeds of the sale, after the payment of the debts, if 
any, if not applied to the purchase or improvement of other property 
for the same uses, and deeded to the corporation in the same man- 
ner, shall be held by such corporation, subject to the order of the 
Annual Conference within whose bounds such property is located ; 
and in all cases where church property is abandoned, or no longer 
used for the purposes originally designed, it shall be the duty of the 
Trustees, if any remain, to sell such property, and pay over the pro- 
ceeds to the Annual Conference, or the Trustees of the Conference 
Funds, within whose bounds it is located ; and where no such lawful 
Trustees yet remain, it shall be the duty of the said Annual Confer- 
ence to secure the custody of such property by such means as the laws 
of the State may afford, subject, however, to be returned in the same 
manner and upon the same contingencies as named in paragraph 504.” 

Your Committee would also recommend the introduction of the 
following paragraph: : 

“* Houses of worship and dwellings for the use of the Preachers may 
be removed from one place to another on the same conditions on 
which the same may be sold.” 


Bishop Janes introduced Rev. E. H. Myers, D.D.,° 
Chairman of the Commissioners appointed by the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, to adjust the difficulties 
between the two Churches. 

Bishop Janes also announced the following Committee 
to draft resolutions of thanks: Dennis N. Cooley, Joseph 
Cummings, Alonzo Webster. 

The Committee on the Revision of the Hymn Book 
presented their report, which was read. 

C. W. Heisley offered the following resolution, which 
was laid on the table: 
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Resolved, That our Hymn Book shall be arranged and indexed, as May 30. 
far as practicable, more in regard to the sentiments to be fostered in Twentr- 
the worshiper than to the topics involved in the hymns; and that stxrm Day. 
the sentiments in each hymn, and the hymns in the order of their Morning. 
topics and sequences, shall follow one another, so that fewer of them 
may complete the Hymn Book, and may be used more generally 
throughout the book, and the hymns may be the more readily found 
on each occasion. 


J. H. Bayliss moved that so much of the report as 
refers to the publication of a Hymn and Tune Book be 
stricken, out; but the motion was laid on the table. 

E. W. Spencer offered the following amendment, 
which was, on motion, laid on the table: 


Which Hymn and Tune Book all our pastors are directed to use 
in all our regular Church services. 


J. L. Smith offered the following amendment, which 
was adopted: 


That when the Committee have completed their work they shall 
submit their report to the Bishops for their approval, and the Bishops 
approving, they are authorized to commend it to the Church. 


J. H. Bayliss offered the following resolution, which 
was read, and, on motion, laid on the table: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revision of the Hymn Book be 
authorized to publish either a Hymn Book ora Hymn and Tune Book, 
according to their judgment, but that they shall not publish both. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted, as fol- 
lows: 

The Committee on the Revision of the Hymn Book have carefully 
considered the various papers referred to them, and respectfully report 
to the General Conference that they are unanimously of the opinion 
that a thorough revision of the Hymn Book now in use is impera- 
tively demanded. We therefore reeommend— 

1. That the Board of Bishops be requested to appoint, as soon as 
practicable, a Committee of fifteen, to whom shall be committed the 
work of revision. 

2. That this Committee be selected with reference to convenience 
of location for division into three sections for working purposes. 

3. That when the work of preparatory revision shall be completed 
by the several sections, the whole Committee shall be duly notified, 
and the work of each section shall be revised ; and that no hymn now 
in use shall be excluded without a vote of two thirds of the Committee 
for its rejection, and that no hymn not now in the collection shall be 
admitted without a vote of two thirds of the Committee in its favor. 

4. That when the Committee have completed their work they shall 
submit their report to the Bishops for their approval, and the Bishops 
approving, they are authorized to commend it to the Church. 

5. That after the Committee aforesaid shall have completed their 
revision of the Hymn Book, and their work has been approved by 
the Bishops as provided for in item 4, they shall have power to pre- 
pare a suitable Hymn and Tune Book for the use of the Church. 

6. No compensation shall be paid to the Committee employed in 
the revisal, except for actual expenses incurred. 
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May 30. Under a suspension of the rules, D. N. Cooley moved 
TWENTY- ‘ ° : 

exra Day. to reconsider the vote adopting the rule under which 

Horning. the Conference has been acting when the previous 

question has been ordered, and the motion prevailed. 

Whereupon he offered the following as a substitute, 

which was read and laid on the table: 

That when the previous question is demanded, and the demand is 


sustained, no amendment shall be in order, and the questions shall 
be put in their order as they stand. 


The rule adopted a few days since, and under which 
Conference has been acting, being before the Confer- 
ence on reconsideration, was, on motion, laid on the 
table. 

Appoint’t, On motion of R. Nelson the rules were suspended ; 

Committ’. and he then moved that the Conference proceed to 
appoint members of the Book Committee, and of the 
Missionary and Church Extension and Freedmen’s Aid 
Societies; and that the districts not ready to report 
nominations be permitted to retire. The motion was 
adopted. 

The General Conference Districts were then called, 
and announced nominations as follows: 


ca Com- GENERAL BOOK COMMITTEE. 
mi e. . . . . 

1st District, Ami Prince. 

2d «Jacob B. Graw. 


3d 4 Sanford Hunt. 

4th sf Thompson Mitchell. 
5th 2 Lucius C. Matlack. 
6th od Fernando C. Holliday. 
7th as William Brush. 

8th es John L. Smith. 

gth # William P. Stowe. 
roth William S. Prentice. 
11th William B. Slaughter. 
12th et William Koeneke. 


eave Com- LOCAL COMMITTEES AT NEW YORK AND CINCINNATI, 
mittee, , 


Eastern Section. Western Section. 
James H. Taft, Amos Shinkle, 
George J. Ferry, Robert A. W. Bruehl, 


Jobn B. Cornell, Charles W. Rowland. 
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MISSIONARY AND CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE. 
ist District, Joseph Cummings. 
2d y James Y. Bates. 
3d = Eliphalet Remington. 
4th >. George W. Chesbro. 
5th . Daniel H. K. Dix. 
6th < Joseph M. Trimble. 


7th ze J. J. Manker. 
8th Pe Doctor F. Barnes. 
9th "2 Bennett Mitchell. 


roth % Bernard Kelly. 
rith by H. K. Hines. 
12th Y Christian A. Loeber. 


COMMITTEE ON FREEDMEN. 
Ministers Laymen. 
1st District, L. D. Barrows, Asa M. Dickey. 

2d “ Thomas A. Griffin, James G. Barnett. 

3d s Luke C. Queal, Edm’d Ocumpaugh. 

Ath outst Israel C. Pershing, Cornelius Aultman. 

Sehr ait Wm. W. Foreman, William R. Jervey. 

Sth. 1° Ner H. Phillips, Wash. C. De Pauw. 

the. R. W. Hammett, Graham Bell. 

Sih as William A. Smith,. David M’Williams. 

oth. «f William Hamilton, N. B. Moore. 

goth = John M. Sullivan, James B. Weaver. 

oT aE Benj. ‘¥. Crary, James B. M’Kean. 

roth) Jacob Rothweiler, Geo. A. A. Goige. 

John B. Hill was nominated for Book Committee 
from the Eleventh District. 

W. B. Slaughter was nominated as a substitute for 
J. B. Hill. A motion to lay that nomination on the 
table was lost. 

A motion was made to grant District No. 11 leave to 
retire to make a new nomination, but the motion was 
laid on the table. 

G. J. Ferry moved the previous question, which pre- 


vailed. 
On motion, the nomination of W. B. Slaughter was 


confirmed. 
John Lanahan moved that no person either directly 


or indirectly responsible to the Book Agents or the 
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and the motion prevailed. 
It was moved to substitute Jobn Braden in place of 
Wm. Brush as a member of the Book Committee from the 


Seventh District, but the motion was laid on the table. 


The several nominations for members of the Book 
Committee, and the Missionary, Church Extension, and 
Freedmen’s Aid Societies, were then, on motion, con- 
firmed. 

W. S. Birch moved that the rules be suspended to 
present the following, which was read, namely: 


That the unfinished business, with the exception of Reports from 
the Committee on Episcopacy referring to the administration of the 
Bishops, be put in the hands of the Bishops, and that they bring for- 
ward the business in such order as they may deem best. 


C. D. Foss offered the following as a substitute for the 
previous motion, which was accepted by the former: 


Resolved, That the Bishops be requested, after this morning’s ses- 
sion, to present such items of business to the Conference as they may 
judge most important, in such order as they may deem expedient, 
and that the Secretary be instructed to furnish the Bishops a list of 
the reports lying on the table. 


J. M. Buckley moved, as an amendment to the resolu- 
tion of C. D. Foss, that the chairmen of the Committees 
whose business is not finished, (or, in the absence of the 
chairmen, the secretary of the Committee,) and the 
Bishops, shall constitute a Committee to bring forward 
business for the action of the Conference, and it was 
adopted. : 

On motion, Bishop Janes was requested to announce 
the time and place of meeting of the joint Committee 
of the Bishops and Chairmen of Committees. 

Leave was granted J. M. Walden to present a report 
in order to its publication. 

On motion, the Chairman of the Committee on Ex- 
penses was authorized to pay the pages for services dur- 
ing this session. 

On motion, C. H. Fowler was authorized to publish 
the Pastoral Address, after submitting it to the Bishops, 
without being read. [For Address, see Appendix, 8.] 

On motion, Conference adjourned. 


The doxology was sung, and benediction pronounced 
by E. H. Myers. 
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TUESDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 30. 


Conference met at 3 o'clock, Bishop Foster presiding. 

Religious services were conducted by D. C. Jacokes. 

The Journal of the morning session was read and ap- 
proved. 

Report No. VI of the Committee on Missions was 
brought forward by the Committee in charge of the or- 
der of business in accordance with the action at the 
morning session, 

It was read, and, after amendment, adopted, as fol- 
lows: 


The Committee on Missions, to whom was referred certain papers 
in reference to a change in the article in the Discipline on the ‘‘ Sup- 
port of Missions,” after a careful examination of the subject, report 
the following as a substitute for Sec. 3 of Art. IV on that subject : 


SECTION III—Missions. 


379. For the better prosecution of missionary work in the United 
States and foreign countries there shall be a Missionary Society, duly 
incorporated according to law, and having its office in the city of 
New York, said Society being subject to such rules and regulations 
as the General Conference may from time to time prescribe. 

380. It'shall be the duty of each Annual Conference to form with- 
in its bounds a Conference Missionary Society, which shall appoint 
its own officers, fix the terms of membership, and otherwise regulate 
its own administration. But it shall pay all its funds into the treas- 
ury of the Parent Society. 

381. Any Annual Conference may, at its option, by a vote of two 
thirds of its members, assume the responsibility of supporting such 
Missions, already established within its own limits, as have hitherto 
been reported under the head of ‘* Missions in the Destitute Portions 
of the Regular Work ;” and for this purpose it shall be at liberty to 
organize a Conference ] )omestic Missionary Society, with branches ; 
provided such organization shall not interfere with the collections for 
the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as re- 
quired by the Discipline: provided, also, that in case more funds 
shall be raised for such Missions than are needed, the surplus shall 
be paid over to the Treasurer of the Missionary Society of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church at New York, to be appropriated to such 
Mission or Missions under the care of the Society as may be desig- 
nated by such Conference. 

382. It shall be the duty of the Preacher in charge to see that each 
Sunday-school in our Churches and congregations be organized into 
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a Missionary Society, under such rules and regulations as the Pastor, . 


the Superintendent, and the teachers may prescribe. And the Mis- 
sionary contributions of the Sunday-school shall be reported in a 
separate column in the Annual and General Minutes. 

383. When a Mission is established in a foreign country, the Bish- 
\ op having Episcopal supervision of the same shall appoint a member 
of the Mission as Superintendent, said Superintendent holding the 
relation, in all ecclesiastical matters, of a Presiding Elder in a Dis- 
trict. It shall also be the duty of the Superintendent to represent 
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to the Corresponding Secretaries. 

384. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent annually to call to- 
gether all the members of the Mission, and also. all the Native 
Preachers, of whatever grade, employed in the Mission, for the pur- 
pose of holding an annual meeting, said meeting possessing In all 
ecclesiastical matters the prerogatives and privileges of a District 
Conference, and also transacting such other business as may be as- 
signed by the Board, or grow out of the local interests of the work. 

385. When a Mission in a foreign country shall be organized into 
an Annual Conference, the administration of the Missionary Society 
is not thereby disturbed, but shall be continued as in the case of oth- 
er foreign missions. hie 

386. It shall be the duty of each Annual Conference within the 
bounds of the United States, where Missions have been or are to be 
established, to appoint a Standing Committee, (which shall keep a 
record of its doings and report the same to its Conference,) whose 
dluty it shall be, with the concurrence of the President of the Con- 
ference, to make an estimate of the amount necessary for the support 
of each Mission and Mission school in full, or supplementary to the 
amount raised by the Society or congregation thus aided, for which 
amount the President of the Conference for the time being shall draw 
on the Treasurer of the Society in quarterly installments. 

387. The support of Missions is committed to the Churches, Con- 
gregations, and Societies as such. 

388. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the 
subject of our missions before the Quarterly Conference of each cir- 
cuit and station within his District at the last Quarterly Conference in 
each year; and said Conference shall proceed to appoint a Commit- 
tee of not less than three nor more than nine, (of which the Preach- 
er in charge shall be the Chairman,) to be called the Committee on 
Missions, whose duty it shall be to aid the Preacher in charge in 
carrying into effect the disciplinary measures for the support of our 
missions. : 

389. It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to see that the 
provisions of this section are faithfully executed in his District ; and 
in order thereto he shall inquire at each session of the Quarterly 
Conference what has been done by the Mission Committee toward 
raising funds for the support of missions during the preceding quar- 
ter, and particularly whether.the Sunday-schools have been organ- 
ized into Missionary Societies. 

390..It shall be the duty of the Preacher in charge, aided by the 
Committee on Missions, to provide for the diffusion of missionary 
intelligence to the Church and congregation. 

391. It shall be the duty of the Preacher in charge, aided by the 
Committee on Missions, to institute a monthly missionary prayer- 
meeting, or lecture, in each Society, or Church and congregation, 
wherever practicable, for the purpose of imploring the Divine bless- 
ing on Missions, for the diffusion of missionary intelligence, and to 
afford an opportunity for voluntary. offerings to the missionary cause. 

392. It shall be the duty of the Preacher in charge, aided by the 
Committee on Missions, to appoint missionary collectors, and furnish 
them with suitable books and instructions, that they may call upon 
each member of the Society, or Church and congregation, and on 
other persons, at their discretion, for his or her annual, semi-annual, 
quarterly, monthly, or weekly contribution for the support of mis- 
sions. Said collectors shall make monthly returns (unless otherwise 
instructed by the Committee) to the Preacher in charge, or to the 
missionary treasurer of the Church, if there be such treasurer ap- 
pointed by the Committee on Missions. Such returns shall be en- 
tered in a book, which the Committee shall provide, together with 
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tries shall set forth the name of each collector, the real or assumed. -Twrney- 
names of the contributors, and the amount contributed by each. sixti Day. 

393. Each Preacher in charge shall report at Conference to the Afternoon. 
Executive Committee, or Board of Managers of the Conference Mis- 
sionary Society, a plain transcript of the record of the returns pro- 
vided for in paragraph 392, comprehending the name of each col- 
lector in his charge, and the name, real or assumed, of each contrib- 
utor to each collector, that they may be arranged by Districts and by 
Charges for publication in the Annual Report of the Conference 
Missionary Society, together with the contributions and collections 
received from other sources, unless the Conference shall by vote de- 
clare such transcript returns and such publication unadvisable. 

394. It shall be the duty of the Preacher in charge, with the aid 
of the Committee on Missions, to present once in the year to each 
congregation the cause of missions, and to ask public contributions 
and collections for the support of the same. The manner of asking 
and taking such collections and contributions shall be at the discre- 
tion of the Pastor and the Committee on Missions, with this injunc- 
tion, that the Pastor shall preach, or cause to be preached, on the oc- 
casion one or more sermons, and with the recommendation that 
one whole Sabbath day be given to the cause, on this annual presen- 
tation of missions, in our principal Churches and congregations. 

395. The President of the Conference, at each session, shall ap- 
point one of its members, with an alternate, to preach a missionary 
sermon during its next succeeding session, at such time and place as 
the officers of the Conference Missionary Society shall designate ; 
and said officers shall cause timely notice of said sermon to be pub- 
lished abroad. 

396. When the character of the Presiding Elder is under examina- 
tion, the Bishop shall ask him whether the provisions of the Disci- 
pline for the support of missions have been carried out on his Dis- 
trict; and when the character of a Preacher in charge is examined, 
inquire of him what amount has been raised on his Charge for mis- 
sions, 

397. Each Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be a member of such Annual 
Conference as he may, with the approbation of the Bishops, select. 

The Board of Managers of the Missionary Society shall have 
power to suspend a Corresponding Secretary, or Treasurer, ora Man- 
ager, for cause to them sufficient, and a time shall be fixed by the 
Board at as early a day as practicable for the investigation of the 
official conduct of said Secretary, Treasurer, or Manager, due notice 
of which shall be given by them to the Bishops, who shall select one 
of their number to be present and preside at the investigation, which 
shall be before the twelve members of the General Missionary Com- 
mittee selected from the Districts by the General Conference, two 
thirds of whom may remove said Secretary, Treasurer, or Manager 
from office in the interval of the General Conference. In case a 
vacancy exists in the office of Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, or 
Assistant Treasurer by death, resignation, or otherwise, the Bishops 
shall have power to fill the vacancy, and until they do so the Board 
of Managers shall have power to provide for the duties of the 
office. : 

It shall be the duty of the General Missionary Committee to revise 
annually the list of Managers, and in any case of inattention to the 
duties of the office, they may declare the said Manager's seat vacant. 


S. H. Nesbit offered the following preamble and res- 
olution, which were read, and, on motion, adopted: 
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Whereas, A new Conference is to be formed out of parts of 
Pittsburgh and Erie Conferences, and to be called East Ohio Con- 
ference ; and, 

Whereas, The new Conference is to be a patronizing Conference 
of the Pittsburgh Christian Advocate ; therefore, 

Resolved, That paragraph 451, pages 183-4 of Discipline be so 
amended as to allow two members of the Publishing Committee of 
the Advocate to be from that Conference. The paragraph will then 
read: 

“451. The Publishing Committee of the Pittsburgh Christian Ad- 
vocate shall consist of three members from the Pittsburgh Confer- 
ence, two from Erie Conference, two from Jf£ast Ohio Conference, and 
two from the West Virginia Conference.” 


The four patronizing Conferences were then permitted 
to name the respective members of the Publishing Com- 
mittee. The nominations were made as follow: 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


C. W. Smith, Avs. Petty, 
James A. Miller. 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 
W. P. Bignell, Harvey Henderson. 


EAST OHIO CONFERENCE. 
Joseph M. Carr, J. W. Clarke. 


WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 
J. W. W. Bolton, J. M. Powell. 


The following nominations were made and approved, 
namely : 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


Treasurer: Daniel Denham, Jun, 


DRACT SOO CIB IV. 
Treasurer: John M. Phillips. 


Report No. V of the Committee on Education was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Education beg leave to report as follows : 

We recommend to the Board of Education that they employ a 
Corresponding Secretary a part or all the time, according to their 
judgment. 

The Committee nominates Rev. E. O. Haven, D.D., to fill the va- 
cancy in the board occasioned by the death of Rev. N. E. Cob- 
leigh, D.D., and Bishop E. S. Janes, Rev. D. P. Kidder, D.D., 
Charles C. North, and James Long, to fill the vacancies of the class 
whose term expires in 1876, 
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The Committee to nominate Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Heneioss ot 


Church would present the following named persons to fill the places Episcopal 
of those whose term of office expires in 1876: Chureh. 
Ministers—Luke Hitchcock, William H. Goode, Charles W. 
Ketcham. 
Laymen—Harvey DeCamp, M. B. Hagans, Will Cumback. 


The Report of the Committee on John-street Church John-street. 
was read and adopted, as follows: : 


The Committee on John-street Church, New York, beg leave to 
report that they learn with great satisfaction, from the quadrennial 
report of the Trustees of said Church, that in the four years just 
passed the services of the Church have been well maintained. The 
Sunday-school has prospered, nearly a hundred souls have been 
converted, and the expenses incidental to the temporal support of 
the Church, though with some sacrifices, have been fully met. Ow- 
ing to the severe financial pressure in the business. affairs of the 
country, but little has been done toward increasing the proper en- 
dowment of the Church. 

The Committee recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions : 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference approves of any proper 
measures that may be adopted by the Trustees of the John-street 
Church, New York, to raise an endowment fund for this ‘‘ mother 
Church” of Methodism in the United States, and commend such 
measures to the liberality of all Methodists in the country. y 

Resolved, 2. That the following persons be and are hereby elected 
Trustees of the John-street Church, New York, for the four years 
next ensuing, to wit: Benjamin F. Weymouth, Edward Allen, 
William Collins, John Bentley, George Sperling, Royal G. Millard, 
James Wright, Benjamin M. Tilton. 

Resolved, 3. That any and all vacancies that may occur in said 
Board of Trustees by death, resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled 
by the remaining Trustees of said Board until the next General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, May 1, 1880. 


Report No. XIV of the Committee on Missions was Report 
read and adopted, as follows: on Missions, 


The Committee on Missions respectfully -report to the General 
Conference the following, to wit : : 

Resolved, That the Bishops be empowered, at their discretion, to 
extend the boundaries of the Conference of Norway so as to include 
Denmark, and in that case the Conference shall be called the Con- 
ference of Norway and Denmark. 


Report No. III of the Committee on Education was Report No. 
IIL, Com- 

read and adopted, as follows: mittee on 
Education. 


The Committee on Education beg leave to report as follows: 

Whereas, Institutions of learning for the education of the people, 
and especially for the training of suitable persons for the ministry 
and for the work of teaching, are recognized as every-where essen- 
tial to our success as a Church; and, 
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Whereas, Our people in the South, in their efforts to establish our 
educational work there, have peculiar claims upon the sympathy 
and benevolence of the Church ; therefore, : 

Resolved, t. That the Board of Education be and is hereby in- 
structed to give special attention to this portion of our work, and to 
bestow upon our schools there such pecuniary aid as their import- 
ance and necessities demand, and the ability and opportunities of 
the Board may justify. 

Resolved; 2. That the Board of Education be and is hereby fur- 
ther instructed to employ such special agent or agents from time to 
time as in their judgment may be necessary to carry the foregoing 
resolution into effect. 


Report No. IX of the Committee on Education was 
read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Education respectfully report: The term of 
office of the following Trustees of the Drew Theological Seminary 
expires at the present General Conference, (1876 :) 

Ministers—Bishop M. Simpson, James M. Tuttle, Charles B. 
Sing, John P. Durbin, Morris D’C. Crawford. F 

Laymen—Daniel. Drew, George J. Ferry, Cornelius Walsh, James 
Bishop, Charles C. North. 

The Committee nominate the following to fill the above vacancies : 

Ministers—Bishop M. Simpson, James M. Tuttle, Morris D'C. 
Crawford, Samuel M. Vernon, Daniel A. Goodsell. : 

Laymen—Daniel Drew, George J. Ferry, John T. Martin, Joseph 
H. Harper, O. H. P. Archer. 

The Committee also nominate Reuben Nelson and Lyttleton F. 
Morgan in place of Thompson Mitchell and John Lanahan, re- 
signed. 


The following persons were nominated and confirmed 
as Trustees of the Minard Home, namely: 


-Rev. Bishop E. S. Janes. 
Rev. H. A. Buttz, E. Remington, 


Rev. John Miley, D. Campbell, 

Rev. L. R. Dunn, J. M. Cornell, 

Rey. R. L. Dashiell, JeNe Gihette, 
James Strong, Miss E. H. Wandell, 
ALY SStout: Mrs. Gen. Fisk, 
Samuel Eddy, Mrs. Rey. Dr. Kidder, 
He Ne cen Mrs. Rev. Dr. Sewall. 


Report No. V of the Committee on Episcopacy was 
read and adopted, as follows: : 


The Committee submit the following report in regard to the elec- 
tion of additional Bishops : 

We have received from the Bishops, individually, statements in 
regard to their health and physical ability to render service in their 
office, and have had before us a communication, in which they state 
that the health of the senior members of their Board is now much 
better than at the last General Conference, and that it is their opin- 
ion that their Board is quite as competent for the duties of the Su- 


perintendency the coming four years as they have been for the four 
years just past. 
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We have had before us certain papers asking the election of a May 30. 


German to our episcopal office. It is claimed in these petitions, that 
the work of our Church among the German population in our own 
country, and the German Missions in Europe, would be rendered far 
more effective by the official visits of a Bishop who could speak to 
their people, and freely communicate with them, in their mother 
tongue. Since the petitions were received the German delegates in 


the General Conference, after consultation, have, in view of the ability . 


of the Board of Bishops to do the work before them, concluded not 
to press the question of such election. 

We have also had before us certain papers asking the election of 
a man of African descent to our episcopal office, and other papers 
asking that the residence of such Bishop be in Liberia. It is 
claimed in these petitions that the circumstances of the people of 
African descent are such that the efficiency of the work of our Church 
among them demands the election of a man of African descent to 
our episcopacy ; that such election, more than any other fact, would 
establish beyond all gainsayigg the relation of our Church to its 
members of African descent ; that it would give them a Bishop who 
could mingle freely with them without embarrassment to the work 
among them in any locality ; that these ends would be reached and 
the needed administration in Liberia secured by fixing the residence 
of such Bishop in that colony. ‘ 

Your Committee have considered these facts, but in view of the 
statement received from the present Board of Bishops as to their 
ability to discharge the duties of the superintendency, we recom- 
mend the adoption of the following : 

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference elect no Bishops. 

Resolved, 2. That the facts presented in the several petitions 


above-mentioned are entitled to a careful consideration whenever - 


the election of additional Bishops shall become necessary. 

' Resolved, 3. That we reiterate the declaration of the General Con- 
ference of 1872 touching the election of a man of African descent to 
our episcopal office, and assert that race, nationality, color, or pre- 
vious condition is no bar to the election of any man to the episcopal 
office in our Church, nor to any other elective office to be filled by 
the General Conference. 


Report No. VI of the Committee on Episcopacy was 
taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on Episcopacy beg leave to report as follows con- 
cerning episcopal residences : 

The memorials and resolutions referred to your Committee touch- 
ing the residences of the Bishops have required them to give attention 
to three questions : 1. What regulations have been in force on this 
subject during the past four years? 2. To what extent have these 
regulations been complied with? and, 3. What, if any, further action 
should be taken by the present General Conference ? 

1. Existing Regulations.—The General Conference of 1872, with 
a view to the securement of a wise distribution of the General Su- 
perintendents in different parts of the Church, ordained that one 
of the eight newly-elected Bishops should reside in or near each of 
eight cities which were named. The mode of determining which 
Bishop should reside in a particular city was to be personal choice 
in the order of official seniority. Under this method it became the 
duty of the eight to reside as follows: Bishop Bowman in or near 
St. Louis; Harris, Chicago ; Foster, Cincinnati; Wiley, Boston ; 
Merrill, St. Paul; Andrews, Council Bluffs or Omaha; Haven, At- 
lanta; Peck, San Francisco. ‘he General Conference also provided 
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render necessary. 

2. How far have the purposes of the last General Conference been 
carried out?—From the evidence before the Committee it appears 
that in every case, except the last three, the residences fixed by the 
last General Conference were occupied with entirely satisfactory 
promptness. These three were Council Bluffs or Omaha, Atlanta, 
and San Francisco, \ 

Reasons which seem to your Committee of sufficient weight to 
justify his course, induced Bishop Andrews to settle in Des Moines 
instead of Council Bluffs or Omaha. The distance of Des Moines 
from Council Bluffs is about one hundred and thirty miles ; but we 
understand that the Conferences and Churches of the section have 
with reasonable unanimity acquiesced in the change. On the 
whole we think it was a wise one. 

The occupation of Atlanta by the appropriate Bishop was delayed 
somewhat by the peculiarly itinerant character of his first year’s du- 
ties. Other considerations, partly domestic and partly sanitary, 
sufficiently account for, and perhaps justify, a greater intermittency 
of residence at this point than was probably contemplated in the 
action of the last General Conference. However this may be, no 
formal complaints against the Bishop on the ground of tardiness or 
irregularity in occupying his place have reached us, either from At- 
lanta or from the section represented by it. 

The last of the three cases is that of San Francisco. This resi- 
dence the appropriate Bishop has entirely failed to take possession 
of. The illness of the Bishop’s wife, and the consequent impracti- 
cability of removing her to said residence in San Francisco, are re- 
garded by us as reasons satisfactory, and sufficient to justify him in 
his non-compliance with the order of the General Conference of 
1872, 

2. We recommend that the eight Bishops elected in 1872 be per- 
mitted to select their residences, as in 1872, in or near the eight 
cities, save that Des Moines be substituted for Omaha or Council 
Bluffs. 

We further recommend that if any two or more of our Bishops 
desire to exchange residences that they be authorized to do so, such 
exchanges to take place early, and to continue during the quad- 
rennium. 

We beg leave to recommend that the characters of Bishops Janes, 
Scott, Simpson, Ames, Bowman, Harris, Foster, Wiley, Merrill, 
Andrews, Haven, and Peck be passed, and that they all be contin- 
ued on the effective list. 


The last item of the Report, passing the character 
of the Bishops and continuing them all on the effect- 
ive list, was presented to the Conference by the Secre- 
tary-in-chief, and was passed unanimously by a rising 
vote. 

Report No. VII of the Committee on Itinerancy was 
presented and read. A minority report, recommending 
that District Conferences be abolished, was laid on the 
table, and the Report adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That part ii, chapter i, section 3, of the Discipline, be 
amended so that it shall read as follows: 
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and local preachers, the exhorters, the district stewards, and one 
Sunday-school superintendent and one class leader from each pas- 
toral charge in the district. But if there shall be more than one 
Sunday-school superintendent in any Circuit or Station, then the 
Quarterly Conference shall designate one of them for this service, 
and it shall also select the class leader. 

114. The District Conference shall meet once or twice each year 
in each Presiding Elder’s District, as each District Conference shall 
determine for itself, at such time and place as the Presiding Elder 
shall designate for the first meeting after the adoption of the plan by 
the District; but the District Conference shall, at each meeiing, 
determine the place for its next meeting, the time to’ be fixed by the 
Presiding Elder. 

115. A Bishop, when present, shall preside at the District Confer- 
ence. If no Bishop be present, the Presiding Elder of the District 
shall preside. And if both be absent, the District Conference shall 
choose its president by ballot from among the traveling elders. 

rr6. A: record of the proceedings of each District Conference shall 
be kept by a secretary chosen for the purpose, anda copy of said 
record shall be sent to the ensuing Annual Conference. 

117. The regular business of the District Conference shall be :— 

118. J. To take the general oversight of all the temporal and 
spiritual affairs of the Distiict, subject to the provision of the Dis- 
cipline. : 

tig. II. To take cognizance of all the local preachers and exhort- 
ers in the District, and to inquire respecting the gifts, labors, and 
usefulness of each by name, and to arrange a plan of appointments 
for each until the next District Conference. 

120. III. To hear complaints against local preachers; to try, sus- 
pend, deprive of ministerial. office and credentials, expel or acquit 
any local preacher against whom charges may be preferred. 

121. IV. To license local preachers, to renew the licenses of 
local preachers and exhorters, and to recommend to the Annual 
Conference local preachers as suitable candidates for deacons’ or 
elders’ orders, and for admission on trial into the traveling connec- 
tion; Provided, That no person shall be licensed to preach, or his 
licensé to preach or exhort be renewed, or be recommended for 
orders or for admission into the traveling connection, without the rec- 
ommendation of the Quarterly Conference or of the Leaders and 
Stewards’ Meeting of the Circuit or Station of which he is a member ; 
and in all cases the candidate shall first pass a satisfactory examina- 
tion in such course of study as the Bishops shall prescribe. The 
District Conference shall also have the powers given to the Quarterly 
Conference in part ii, chapter ii, section 12, relating to the recogni- 
tion of orders. 

122. V. To inquire whether all the collections for the benevolent 
institutions of the Church, as recognized by the Discipline, are prop- 
erly attended to in all the Circuits and Stations, and to adopt suitable 
measures for promoting their success. 

123. VI. To inquire into the condition of the Sunday-schools in 
the District, and to adopt suitable measures for insuring their suc- 
cess. 

124. VII. To inquire respecting opportunities for Missionary and 
Church Extension enterprises within the District, and to take meas- 
ures for the occupation of any neglected portions of its territory by 
mission Sunday-schools and appointments for public worship. 

125. VIII. To provide for appropriate religious and literary ex- 
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upon them. 

126. The order of business of the District Conference shall be: 

1. To inquire what members of the District Conference are present. 

2. To appoint committees on— 

(1.) Examination of candidates for license to preach. 

(2.) Examination of local preachers in each of the four years of 
the course of study. f 

(3.) Examination of candidates for admission into the traveling 
connection. 

(4.) Examination of candidates for orders. 

(5.) Home mission work. 

(6.) Appointments of local preachers and exhorters. i 
(3 Apportionment to each charge of the amounts to be raised 
for benevolent purposes. 

(8.) A programme of religious and literary exercises for next 
meeting. 

(g.) Miscellaneous matters. 

3. To receive reports— 

(t.) From the Presiding Elder as to the condition of the work 
under his charge, and his own work as Presiding Elder. 

(2.) From each pastor as to the religious condition of his charge ; 
his pastoral labors, benevolent collections, and the circulation of our 
Church periodicals and books. 

(3.) From each local preacher, the form of which report shall 
be prescribed by each District Conference. 

(4.) From each exhorter, including a statement of the prayer- 
meetings he has held, and other work done, especially in destitute 
places and among the sick and the poor. 

(5.) From each district steward, as to the temporal affairs of the 
charge he represents. 

(6.) From each superintendent, as to the condition of the Sun- 
day-schools of the charge he represents. 

(7.) From each class leader, as to the condition of the classes 
of the charge he represents. 

(8.) From each Committee. 

4. To inquire concerning local preachers— 

(x.) Are there any charges or complaints ? 

(2.) Who shall have their license renewed ? 

(3.) Who shall be licensed to preach ? 

(4.) Who shall be recommended for ordination ? 

(5.) Who shall be recommended for recognition of orders? 

(6.) Who shall be recommended. for admission into the travel- 
ing connection ? , 

(7.) Where are the local preachers stationed ? 

5. To inquire concerning exhorters— 

(1.) Who shall have their licenses renewed ? 

(2.) What work is assigned each exhorter? 

6. Where shall the next District Conference be held ? 

7. Is there any other business ? 

The order of business may be varied, and the business inter- 
spersed with such literary and religious exercises as the Conference 
may direct. 

127. The provisions for District Conferences shall be of force and 
binding only in those Districts in which the Quarterly Conferences 
of a majority of the circuits and stations shall have approved the same 
by asking the Presiding Elder to convene the District Conference as 
herein provided. A District Conference may be discontinued by a 
vote of two thirds of the members present, at any regular session, 
notice thereof having been given at a previous session, and with the 
concurrence of three fourths of the Quarterly Conference in the District. 
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In those districts in which District Conferences shall be held, the May 30. 
powers by this section given to the District Conferences shall not Twenrxy- 

be exercised by the Quarterly Conferences. In all other cases their ST Day. 
powers shall remain as heretofore provided. Afternoon, 

It was ordered that when we adjourn it be to meet in 
Eutaw-street Church, at 8 o’clock P.M. 

Leave was granted the Committee on Correspond- 
ence to present their report. 

The, Bishops inquired whether it was the intention of i be 
the Conference that the Bishops should nominate or ap- re 
point delegates to corresponding bodies, and it was re- 
solved, as the sense of the Conference, that the Bishops 
appoint delegates to fraternal Churches. 

Report No. XIII of the Committee on Revisals relat- 
ing to new methods for raising money for the expenses 
of the Church, was taken up, read, and, on motion, laid 
on the table. 

The Bishop announced the following nominations, Boards of 


and they were confirmed, namely: poRicced 
and con- 
MANAGERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. comer 
Missionary 


Ministers—J. P. Durbin, J. Holdich, D. Wise, J. M. Tuttle, C. “society. 
D. Foss, D. Curry, M. D’C. Crawford, A. S. Hunt, L. R. Dunn, 
A. D. Vail, A. K. Sanford, J. A. M. Chapman, J. F. Hurst, J. 
Miley, J. B. Merwin, G. F. Kettell, W. F. Butler, R. Nelson, W. 
M’Allister, C. F. Grimm, J. P. Newman, J. H. Vincent, W. P. Ab- 
bott, S. W. Thomas, A. L. Brice, C. H. Fowler, J. Todd, C. C. Har- 
rower, J. M. Buckley, D. A. Goodsell, J. W. Beach, H. W. Warren. 

Laymen—J. Falconer, E. L. Fancher, J. H. Taft, T. A. Howe, 
H. M. Forrester, H. J. Baker, J. S. M’Lean, J. French, S. Crowell, 
O. Hoyt, C. C. North, G. Oakley, C. H. Fellows, I. Odell, O. H. 
P. Archer, G. J. Ferry, J. F. Knapp, J. Stephenson, J. M. Fuller, 
G. I. Seeney, G. G. Reynolds, C. B. Fisk, A. V. Stout, S. Barker, 
J. Whiteman, J. M. Phillips, D. Taylor, J. Bentley, H. Dollner, 
L. H. Skidmore, J. B. Cornell, T. W. Price. 

MANAGERS OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. ses 

Ministers—J. F. Richmond, G. Hollis, W. H. De Puy, J. P. 
Hermance, J. B. Faulks, W. P. Estes, M. E. Ellison, I. Simmons. 
C. Larew, D. W. Bartine, R. Nelson, J. L. Hurlbut, J. T. Crane. 
S. Van Benschoten, N. Vansant, T. Lodge, J. K. Burr, A. S. 
Graves, W. F. Hatfield, W. Tunison, G. E. Reed, J. Parker, T. H. 
Burch, A. H. Ferguson, G. R. Crooks, J. A. Edmonds, C. M. 
Giffin, J. Pegg, Jun., D. H. Schock, J. S. Breckenridge, J. H. Light- 
bourne, H. Kastendick. 

Laymen—W. Truslow, W. H. Dikeman, J. O. Fowler, H. 
Merritt, W. J. Coffin, E. B. Treat, J. M. Phillips, B. F. Wey- 
mouth, R. P. Currie, D. Wadsworth, H. N. Ege, L. C. Gillespie, 
J. D. Young, W. F. Foshay, J. G. Keyes, T. Wandell, J. Bentley, 
J. W. Jackson, J. Clawson, D. D. Terry, A. Gedney, H. E. Hicks, 
G. Forrester, I. W. Fielder, W. S. Carlton, S. B. Ransom, J. E. 
Middleton, S. W. Dunscomb, G. Wojff, W. S. Carter, F. E. Trow- 
bridge, Frank Carter. 
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MEay 30. MANAGERS OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 
axta Dax. = Agni sters..-D. P. Kidder, W. H. De Puy, J. M. Freeman, G. H. 
Afternoon, Whitney, H. M. Simpson, G. L. Taylor, W. C. Steele, J. C. Thomas, 
Sunday- A. M’Lean, C. S. Brown, W. T. Hill, C. E. Harris, B. M. Adams, 
Union. Charles Fletcher, R. Nelson, W. R. Davis, J. M. King, J. S. Willis, 
G. H. Corey, Casper Jost, Albert Errickson, E. W. S. Peck, R. H. 
Rust, J. N. FitzGerald, A. Craig, F. Bottome, C. N. Sims, M. L. 
Scudder, R. Wheatley, H. Buttz, T. W. Chadwick, W. H. Russell. 
Laymen.—S. A, Purdy, William Morgan, Joseph Longking, John 
Pullman, Joel Sammis, S. J. Goodenough, David Terry, C. R. Disos- 
way, Ira Perego, E. S. Halsted, J. B. Crawford, Thomas -Nichol- 
son, John Young, James Little, B. F. Clark, D. Denham, Jun., 
Jeremiah Mundell, H. D, Rolph, John Truslow, T. D. Camp, A. 
G. Newman, J. M. Phillips, S. P. Kittle, J. M. Cornell, J. D. Slay- 
back, A. E. N. Purdy, John T. Phayre, S. W. Andrews, J. E, 

Searles, Jun., J. E. Stevens, J. D. Kurtz Crook, W. D. Cowan, 


‘etnced BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 
ure 


Extension, Ex officio—Edmund S. Janes, Levi Scott, Matthew Simpson, 
Edward R. Ames, Thomas Bowman, William L. Harris, Randolph 
S. Foster, Isaac W. Wiley, Stephen M. Merrill, Edward G, An- 
drews, Gilbert Haven, Jesse T. Peck. 

Ministers —Alpha J. Kynett, Joseph Castle, William Cooper, 
James Cunningham, William C. Robinson, Joseph Mason, Henry 
W. Warren, William H. Elliott, William M’Combs, Samuel W. 
Thomas, Thomas C. Murphy, William J. Paxson, Robert M. Hat- 
field, John B. M’Cullough, Aaron Rittenhouse, Samuel Pancoast, 
S,.E, Post, Peter J}. Cox, S. H. ©. Smith, Hooper Jolley, J.D. 
Curtis, Jacob Todd, John F. Chaplain, Curtis F. Turner, William 
B. Wood, William Swindell, Andrew Longacre, J. S. J. M’Connell, 
Thomas Hanlon, E. I. D. Pepper, Charles W. Heisley, John C. 
Deininger. 

Laymen.—Thomas T. Tasker, Sen., Colson Hieskell, Thomas T. 
Mason, John Hunter, L. C. Simon, James Long, Horace Sharp, 
Robert England, Benjamin Schofield, A. V. Stout, Charles Scott, 
Joseph Thompson, David H. Bowen, J. H. Thornley, William G. 
Spencer, Alexander H. DeHayen, John F. Keen, S. S. White, 
Thomas Greenbank, W. H. Sutton, M. E. Clarke, Hercules Atkin, 
W. H. Church, W. W. Axe, Eliphalet Remington, William Arm- 
strong, George W. Evans, J. W. Rodgers, John H. James, David 
W. Bartine, John Gillespie, Jesse Colson. 


It was ordered that the term of service of the Man- 
agers of the Board of Church Extension commence 
June 1, 1876. 
Paper on the A ‘paper of Morris D’C. Crawford, relating to the 
Presiding €lection of Presiding Elders, was presented to the Con- 
Elders. : : a 
ference by the Joint Committee having charge of the 
order of business. 
On motion, the Conference adjourned, the benediction 
being pronounced by Asbury Lowrey. 
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TUESDAY EVENING, MAY 30, 


The Conference met, pursuant to adjournment, in 
the Eutaw-street Methodist Episcopal Church at eight 
o'clock P. M., Bishop Wiley presiding. 

The religious services were conducted by James S. 
Smart. 

The Journal of the afternoon session was read and 


approved. 

_ The Committee appointed to prepare Resolutions of 
Thanks presented their report, which was unanimously 
adopted, as follows: 


The Committee appointed to draft resolutions expressive of the 
obligations of this General Conference to various parties, and the 
individual thanks of the members thereof for courtesies received 
during our stay in Baltimore, respectfully report : 

Whereas, This session of the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, held in the city of Baltimore, at the invi- 
tation of the several Methodist Episcopal Churches and _ their 
Pastors, for the better accommodation of the Conference than it 
was presumed could be had at the place designated at the last 
General Conference for reasons then. unforeseen, has been pre- 
eminently agreeable, pleasant, and convenient in all the provisions 
made for its accommodation, and the personal comfort of its mem- 
bers ; therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That the untiring energy and faithful devotion to the 
duties of their office of the Committee of Entertainment, and also of 
Arrangements, are hereby gratefully acknowledged, whereby all the 
members of the Conference have found timely and ample prepara- 
tion made for their accommodation, and especially for furnishing at 
great expense the use of this commodious and convenient building 
for the use of the Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That with all the sincerity and earnestness that lan- 
guage can express, we tender our Christian gratitude to the families 
and friends in Baltimore who hayve-so sumptuously entertained us, 
and we do most devoutly pray that the Divine blessing may rest 
upon and reward them abundantly. To Major J. D. Ferguson and 
his assistants, who have given so much attention to the supervision 
and care of the Academy of Music, and in furnishing seats for our 
visitors and friends; to Professor Harry Sanders, for his constant 
and able leadership of our devotions in song, we are under marked 
obligations, and hereby express to them our grateful sense of their 
kindness, which will be remembered by us with great pleasure. To 
have been thus entertained in Baltimore, the cradle of Methodism in 
the United States, in this centennial year, will be among the most 
delightful memories and associations of our work in and for the 
Church. ‘ an : 

Resolved, 3. That we are under especial obligations for the admir- 
able arrangements made for our accommodations and conveniences 
by the Postmaster of Baltimore, General A. W. Dennison, and to 
W. J. Wilson, Esq., for accommodations of the Telegraph Company 
which he so politely represents. : ty 

Resolved, 4, That we highly appreciate the ability and correctness 
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May 360. with which our proceedings have been reported and published in the 


TWwENTy- 
six Day. 


Evening. 


Daily Christian Advocate, which we believe has given a truthful his- 
tory of our daily proceedings to our Church and the world. Our 
thanks are also due, and are hereby gratefully tendered to, the 
press of Baltimore for the kind and honorable mention of our body, 
and correct reports of its proceedings. 

Resolved, 5. That we hereby tender our acknowledgments to the 
several Societies of our Church in Baltimore for the use of their sev- 
eral churches for the accommodation of our Committees; and to 
Rey. D. H. Carroll, whose office has been open so freely for our 
convenience, for his untiring attention to our wants, and polite and 
constant aid in furnishing information as to our several homes, and 
introductions to our hosts. 

Resolved, 6. For the courteous and Christian kindness shown to 
us by the several Christian Churches and Societies of+ Baltimore 
during our stay here we tender them each and all our thanks, 
and assurances of our prayers for their continued peace and pros- 

erity. 
: Resolved,7. That the officers of the various railways and steamboat 
companies that have granted to us special accommodations, or abate- 
ments of the usual rates of travel, deserve and are hereby requested 
to receive our thanks, 

Resolved, 8. That to our Secretary, Dr. Woodruff, we hereby ex- 
press our high appreciation of his ability and untiring energy in the 
discharge of his onerous duties, and that the Conference deems itself 
fortunate to have secured his services, as also the services of his able 
assistants, I. C. Pershing, D. S. Monroe, William Wells, George 
Mather, J. N. FitzGerald, William J. Paxson, and I. S. Bingham, 
to whom we are largely indebted for the faithful and correct record 


of our proceedings. 


California 
Publishing 
Committee. 


Bishop 
Simpson 
presiding. 


Amendment 
of D. N. 
Cooley. 


Consent was granted to H. C. Benson to present the 
following names’ as the Publishing Committee for the 
Book Depository and the California Christian Advocate, 
namely : 

Rev. F. F. Jewell, Rev. J. D. Hammond, 
Revi lex Sinex, S. Mosgrove, 
W. H. Coddington, 


and, on motion, the nominations were approved. 

The paper before the Conference at its adjournment 
this afternoon was made the order of the day for ten 
o’clock this evening. 

' On motion, the time of the session was indefinitely 
extended. 

At the request of Bishop Wiley, Bishop Simpson took 
the chair. 

Charles H. Fowler moved to adopt Report No. XII 
of the Committee on the Book Concern. 

Dennis N. Cooley offered, as an amendment, a mo- 
tion to strike out the second section of the report, 
namely: 
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Resolved, 2, That the amount due the Book Concern from the May 30. 
Episcopal Fund shall be added to the amount provided for in para~- Twenry- 
graph 474 of the Discipline, and apportioned and collected in the st%T# Day. 
same manner from the Conferences in arrears; Provided only, that Hvening.' 
one fourth of the amount shall be added annually, and the above 
shall be regarded as a loan to said Episcopal Fund from the Book 
Concern without interest. 


The motion to strike out prevailed by a vote of 170 in Report of 

. A 5 Committee 
the affirmative to 89 in the negative. on Book 
The balance of the report was then adopted, as No, XIE 


follows: 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, having had under consid- 
eration the general subject of relief for our publishing houses, beg 
leave to recommend the following for adoption: 

Whereas, The impression prevails that the support of the Bishops 
rests upon the Concern ; and, 

Whereas, The Discipline provides for their support by the Church ; 
and, : 

Whereas, The advance made by the Book Concern to the Epis- 
copal Fund is only a loan, for which the General Conference in 1872 
promised to make provision ; therefore, in order more clearly to pre- 
sent this matter to the Church, and more certainly protect the Book 
Concern, 

Resolved, 1. That we insert in paragraph 476 of the Discipline, 
after the word ‘‘ charges,” the following, namely: ‘‘ The amount ap- 
portioned to each Pastoral Charge for the support of the Bishops 
shall be a pro rata claim with that of the stationed Preachers and 
the Presiding Elders, and no such Preacher or Presiding Elder shall 
be entitled to his allowance except to the extent to which the claims 
of the Bishops are met by the Station or District with which he is 
connected. And it shall be the duty of the Annual Conferences 
to see that the amounts apportioned to the different appointments 
are raised and forwarded quarterly, when practicable, to the Book 
Agents.” 

“Resolved, 2. That the Book Agents at New York and Cincinnati 
be instructed to loan to the Episcopal Fund such sums as may be 
required, over and above the collections received, to meet the drafts 
of the Bishops for salary and traveling expenses, and for the widows 
and orphans of deceased Bishops, from the first of June, 1876, to the 
first of January, 1877. But they shall not increase the above loans 
to said fund by any further amount than is necessary to pay the 
house rent and traveling expenses of the Bishops, which sums shall 
be returned to the Book Concern as soon as collected for the Epis- 
copal Fund. 


The hour of ten o’clock having arrived, the order of oe of the 


the day was taken up, to wit, the consideration of the Restrictive 
following paper, offered by Morris D’C. Crawford and *” 
John F. Hurst: 


Whereas, This General Conference has resolved that if two thirds 
of this General Conference shall recommend it, and three fourths of 
all the members of the several Annual Conferences, who shall be 
present and voting at their session next ensuing, shall concur, the third 
Restrictive Rule shall be suspended in order to permit a modification 
of ‘‘the plan of our itinerant General Superintendency,” by adding 
to paragraph 218 of the Discipline these words, ‘‘ The Conferences 
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May 30. having authority to determine the number of Districts, provided that 


TWENTY- 


no Conference shall have less than two nor more than eight Districts, 


_eixtu Day. and no District more than sixty pastoral charges ; therefore, 


Hvening. 


Resolved, That we direct the Bishops to submit the above-named 
proposition to the several Annual Conferences, at their session to be 
held next succeeding this General Conference, for the concurrence 
of said Conferences; and so soon as three fourths of the members of 
all the Annual Conferences shall have concurred, as aforesaid, such 
alteration shall take effect. 


Pending the discussion of the foregoing paper the 
previous question was ordered, and a yea and nay vote 
was demanded, with the following result : 

Yras—Adams of Mississippi, Andrus, Atkinson, Ball, 
Barnes, Bayliss, Beeman, Bell, Bignell, Bingham, Blake, 
Bodine, Bohl, Brown of Iowa, Brown of Western New York, 
Brooke, Brooks, Bruce, Buck, Buckley, Call, Carskadon, 
Cliadwick, Chesbro, Chestnut, Cissell, Chaplain, Clark 
of Troy, Cooley, Cooper of Baltimore, Cornell, Crawford, 
Davies, De Puy, Dickhaut, Dix, Doelfeld, Doering, Dunn, 
Earp, Eckman, Edwards of Detroit, England, Erwin, 
Evans of Central Illinois, Ferry, Fish, Fisk of St. Louis, 
Fiske of Detroit, Fleming, Foss, Fowler, French of 
Maine, Freund, Fry, Fuller, Garmoe, Goodsell, Graw, 
Green of Rock River, Griffin, Hamlin, Hamilton, Ham- 
mett, Hanlon, Harrison, Hartman of Baltimore, Hart- 
zell, Haven, Haughey, Hemenway, Hendrickson, Her- 
rick, Hiester, Hitchcock, Holliday, Holman, Horner, 
Hoyt of New York East, Hoyt of North Ohio, Hunt of 
New York East, Hunter, Hurst, Jacokes, Jaques, Jervey, 
Jocelyn, Jolley, Keener, King, Koeneke, Kynett, Lana- 
han, Ladd, Leaton, Leibhart, Locke, Loeber, Lowrey, 
Lunt, Lyons, Mahin, Manker, Manly, Martindale, Ma- 
ther of North Ohio, Mather of West Wisconsin, M’Don- 
ald of Iowa, M’Donald of Mississippi, M’Eldowney, 
M’Elroy, M’Kinley, M’Williams, Miley, Miller of Upper 
Iowa, Miller of Alabama, Mitchell of North-west Iowa, 
Mitchell of Central Pennsylvania, Monroe, Morgan of 
Baltimore, Mosser, Mues, Nelson, Newman, New, Ocum- 
paugh, Otis, Painter, Palmer, Perrine, Pershing, Petti- 
bone, Pierce, Porter, Power, Prentiss, Prindle, Ramsey, 
Ransom, Ray, Reynolds, Rogers of Nebraska, Shinkle, 
Slaughter, Snell, Smith of North-west Indiana, Smith of 
Rock River, Spencer, Steele, Todd, Trimble, Turner of 
Philadelphia, Underwood, Walden, Walker of St. Louis, 
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Weaver, Webster of South Carolina, Webster of Troy, May 30- 
Webster of Florida, Wells of Troy, Wheeler of WyO~- asnenre 
ming, Whitney, Wilbur, Willard, Winters, Witting, Wood — Evening. 
of North-west Indiana, Wood of Philadelphia, Wright of 
Minnesota—169. 

Nays—Adams of New Hampshire, Allman, Baker, 
Bates, Belt, Benson, Birch, Bolton, Brock, Braden, Brush, 
Buckingham, Buckner, Camp, Carroll, Caughlan, Clapp, 
Clark (G. W.) of Erie, Clark of New England, Cobb, 
Colman, Cooper of Northern New York, Crary, Cum- 
mings, Dashiell, Decker of Central New York, Dennett, 
Doane, Eaton, Fisher, FitzGerald, Foreman, French of 
Central New York, George, Graves, Green of New 
Jersey, Grant, Griswold, Hammond, Harbin, Hatfield, 
Haw, Heisley, Hiett, Hughey, Huntington, Jervis, Kopp, 
Leavitt, Lillard, Lloyd, Marine, Marlay, Martin, Mat- 
lack, M’Chesney, M’Keown, Meek, Miller (R. L.) of 
Pittsburgh, Miller (Hiram) of Pittsburgh, Mitchell of 
South Kansas, Morgan of Vermont, Nettleton, Olin, 
Paxson, Phillips, Pipher, Powell, Price of Philadelphia, 
Queal of Central New York, Reid, Richardson, Riddle, 
Ridgaway, Rothweiler, Smart, Smith of Pittsburgh, Snow- 
den, Stanley, Stetson, Stone, Stowe, Swayzee, Taylor, 
Thoburn, Turner of California, Van Orsdell, Walker of 
Wisconsin, Warren, Wheatley, Whedon, Wheeler of Erie, 
Williamson—93. 

Absent or not voting—Alston, Appel, Auld, Aultman, 
Barrows, Burns, Calderwood, Campbell, Carter, Calley, 
Cilley, Clark (C.) of Erie, Cleveland, Cochran, Cum- 
back, Cunningham, Curry, Darnall, Davis of Nebraska, 
Davis of Providence, Decker of New York, Defrees, 
Dennis, De Pauw, Dickey, Drinkle, Evans of Colorado, 
Fagg, Fike, Gatch, Goodrich, Gunn, Hartman of Central 
German, Hays, Henry, Holloway, Hunt of Western New 
York, Hurlburt, Huston, Ives, Jackson, Jewitt, Jones, 
Kendrick, Koch, Lawrence of Alabama, Lawrence of 
Central Ohio, Lewis, Mallalieu, Molloy, Marquardt, 
M’Adoo, Meharry, Merrick, Metcalf, Miles, Miller (L.), 
Moody, Moore of Erie, Moore of Des Moines, Mowe, 
Muir, Nesbit, Neidringhaus, O’Neal, Perkins, Perry, 
Pratt, Presnell, Price of Upper Iowa, Puffer, Rice, 
Rogers (George), Ruggles, Schuler, Scudder, Searles, 
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May 30. Sessions, Sexton, Smith of South Kansas, Tevis, Toles, 


TWweENTy- 
sixTH Day. 


Evening. 


Resolution 
of C. H. 
Fowler. 


Letter as to 
Souvenir. 


Towne, Walker (M. B.), Ware, Warnock, Waters, Wells 
of Mississippi, Wentworth, Wetherbee, White, Wright of 
Virginia, Zaring—93. 

The resolution failing to receive the necessary vote of 
two thirds, Charles H. Fowler offered the following res- 
olution, which was adopted by a vote of 151 for to g1 
against, to wit: 


Resolved, That the Bishops be, and they are hereby, directed to 
submit to the several Annual Conferences at their next ensuing ses- 
sions the proposition to so far suspend the third Restrictive Rule 
as to permit a modification of the plan of our itinerant General Super- 
intendency by adding to paragraph 218 of the Discipline these words, 
namely, ‘‘ the Conference having the authority to determine the num- 
ber of Districts; provided no Conference shall have less than two 
nor more than eight Districts, nor shall any District have more than 
sixty pastoral charges ;” so that the whole paragraph may read: 
“To form the Districts according to his judgment, the Conferences 
having the authority to determine the number of Districts ; provided 
no Conference shall have less than two nor more than eight Dis- . 
tricts, nor shall any District have more than sixty pastoral charges,” » 
and to report the result of the vote to the next General Conference. 


The following letter from the Committee of Arrange- 
ments was read in the presence of the General Confer- 


E€nce ;: 
BALTIMORE, Jay 30, 1876. 
To the Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church - 

DEAR BRETHREN: The Committee whose duty and pleasure it has 
been to arrange for the accommodation and convenience of the Cen- 
tennial General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which 
has honored our city by its presence, take great pleasure in presenting 
to each member of your highly honored board the chairs which you 
have severally occupied during the session, and which bear your 
respective names, as a souvenir of this occasion. Begging your ac- 
ceptance of this small token of the esteem of the Church in this city, 
and praying that our heavenly Father may prolong the life, the labors, 
and the holy zeal of the fathers in our Israel, we remain in the bonds 
of Christian brotherhood, 

In behalf of the Committee, 

P. HANSON Hiss, Chairman. 
SUMMERFIELD BALDWIN, Secretary. 


On motion, at 11:15 o'clock P.M. the Conference 
adjourned, the benediction being pronounced by Bishop 
Foster. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, MAY 31, 


Conference met at the appointed hour, Bishop Mer- 
rill in the chair. 

Religious services were conducted by G. B. Jocelyn. 

The Journal of yesterday evening’s session was read 
and approved. 

The following letter of acknowledgment to the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, signed by all the Bishops, was 


read : 
BALTIMORE, Jay 31, 1876. 

To the Committee of Arrangements : 

DEAR BRETHREN: The Bishops desire to acknowledge the courtesy 
and kindness of the Committee of Arrangements in presenting to 
them the chairs they have occupied in presiding over the General 
Conference of 1876. The chairs having our names upon them, and 
being so very comfortable, have greatly promoted our convenience and 
comfort during the month we have occupied them. As relics of the 
General Conference, and as mementos of your thoughtful kindness, 
we shall value them very ‘highly. If God is pleased to add an 
evening time to our active lives, they will undoubtedly contribute 
to our repose and comfort as we pass on to our heavenly rest. 

We pray that the blessing of God may always abide upon you, and 
that you may never lack any good thing. 


Report No. II of Committee on Sunday-Schools and 
Tracts was taken up, read, and adopted, as follows : 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts respectfully sub- 
mit the following report, No. II: 

Resolved, 1. That we cordially approve the course of ‘‘ Bible Study 
for the Family and the Sunday-school,.” adopted in 1872 by the Sun- 
day-School Union of our Church, embodying the lessons of the 
International Series, the Catechism of the Church, select passages 
of Scripture to be committed to memory, and special lessons on the 
doctrines, usages, and benevolent agencies of the Church. 

Resolved, 2. That we urge upon our pastors the importance of 
employing this system of Church Lessons in all our churches, and 
that we especially insist upon the use of the Catechism by the pas- 
tors, according to the Discipline of the Church, in the family, the 
Sunday-school, and at special meetings appointed for that purpose. 


The Committee on Sunday-Schools and Tracts also 
presented Report No. IV, which was adopted, as 
follows: 


FORM OF A CONSTITUTION FOR A SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


ARTICLE I. 


This school shall be called the Sunday-school of , auxiliary 
to the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and connected with the Quarterly Meeting Conference of 
It shall consist of the Preacher in charge, the Sunday-school Com- 
mittee appointed by the Quarterly Conference, the officers, the 
teachers, and the pupils. 
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pees ok. ARTICLE II. 
enveenth The object of this school shall be the promotion of Christian char- 
Day. acter through the devout and diligent study of the word of God. 


ARTICLE III. 


This school shall be under the supervision of a Sunday-school 
Board consisting of the Preacher in charge, the Sunday-school Com- 
mittee appointed by the Quarterly Conference, the Superintend- 
ent, the Assistant Superintendents, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the 
Librarians, and the teachers of the school. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Superintendent shall be nominated and elected by the Sun- 
day-school Board, and approved by the Quarterly Conference at its 
next session after such election. The other officers of the school 
shall be elected by the Board annually, by ballot, on The 
teachers of the school shall be nominated by the Superintendent, 
with the concurrence of the Pastor, and elected by the Board. 





ARTICLE V. 


Regular meetings of the Board shall be held on of each 
month for the transaction of such business as relates to the inter- 
ests of the school, at which the following order shall be observed : 
I. Singing and prayer; 2. Calling Roll; 3. Reading Minutes ; 
4. Unfinished business; 5. Reports from Committees; 6. Report 
from Superintendent ; 7. Reports from Treasurer; 8. Reports from 
Librarians concerning the state of the Library, and the number and 
kind of periodicals taken by the school ; 9. Reports from the Pastor 
and the Sunday-school Committee ; 10. Reports from the Teachers ; 
Iz. Miscellaneous. 





ARTICLE VI. 
At all meetings for business 





shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE VII. 

Special meetings of the Board may be called by the Pastor, the 

Superintendent, or by any three of the members. 
ARTICLE VIII. 

In case of the withdrawal of officers or teachers from the 
school they cease to be members of this Board; and the place of 
any officer or teacher habitually neglecting his or her duty, or being 
guilty of improper conduct, may be declared vacant by a vote of 
two thirds of the Board present at any regular or special meeting. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Vacancies in the offices may be filled at any monthly or special 

meeting, one month’s notice having been given of the election. 
ARTICLE X. 

This Constitution shall not be altered except by two thirds of all 
the members present at a meeting called for that purpose, and such 
alterations must be in harmony with the provisions of the Discipline 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Report No. I of the Committee on the State of the 
Church was taken up, read, and the several sections 
adopted, (the third section by a vote of 127 to 74,) as 
follows : 
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The Committee on the State of the Church respectfully beg leave 
to present the following as their report in part : 

1. That they have had under consideration the paper presented by 
John W. Ray, requesting them to inquire as to the practicability of 
future General Conferences electing the officers, editors, etc., on the 
first day of the session, and now report that the proposition is alto- 
gether impracticable. 

2. That they have also considered the request of A. C. Swayzee 
for a provision in the Discipline to “advise against the present mode 
of conducting class-meetings, to wit: the practice of requiring ‘a 
speech ’ from each one present ;” and report that no change in the 
Discipline is required, inasmuch as no particular method of conduct- 
ing a class-meeting, as to the particular matter objected to, is pre- 
scribed. The practice in the Church is not, and has not been re- 
quired to be after any one particular mode, but is left to the judg- 
ment of the leader and to the members of the class as to whether 
the exercises may be of the conversational character or in the form 
of a ‘‘speech.” In any case, while attendance upon class-meeting 
is insisted upon as a duty incumbent upon the members and proba- 
tioners of the Church, the extent to which they participate in the ex- 
ercises, whether in its conversations, speaking, or praying, must of 
necessity be altogether voluntary. 

3. That they have also had in consideration the preamble and res- 
olutions presented by A. C. George and others respecting an ‘“‘ Ecumen- 
ical Conference of Methodism,” and now return the same, amended 
as to its title and phraseology, to the General Conference with the 
recommendation that it be adopted, and its provisions complied 
with. 

ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE, 


Whereas, There is a number of distinct bodies of Methodists in 
the United States, in the Dominion of Canada, in Great Britain, and 
in other countries ; and, 

Whereas, These different Methodist organizations accept the Ar- 
minian theology, and maintain usages which distinguish them to 
some extent from every other denomination of Christians ; and, 

Whereas, There are in these Methodist Churches nearly thirty 
thousand itinerant ministers, twice that number of local preachers, 

‘and more than four millions of lay members; and, 

Whereas, These several Methodist bodies have many interests in 
common, and are engaged in a common work, and seeking a com- 
mon object ; and, 

Whereas, Av Ecumenical Conference of Methodism would tend 
in many ways to a closer alliance, a warmer fraternity, and a fuller 
co-operation among these various Methodist organizations for the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom in all parts of the earth ; 


and, 


the Methodist Episcopal Church—a- Conference and a Church rep- 
resenting and including eleven thousand itinerant ministers and six- 
teen hundred thousand members—should initiate and propose such 
a measure ; therefore, 

Resolved, t. That the Bishops be requested to appoint a Commit- 
tee of Correspondence, consisting of nine persons—two of their own 
number, four other ministers, and three laymen—who shill take this 
whole subject into consideration, correspond with the different Meth- 
odist bodies in this country and in every other country, and endeavor 
to arrange for the said Ecumenical Conference of Methodism, at such 
time and place as may be judged most advisable, to consider topics 
relating to the position, work, and responsibility of Methodism for 
the world’s evangelization. 


Whereas, It is eminently proper that this General Conference of 
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Resolved, 2. That such Committee is hereby empowered to repre- 
sent, and speak for and in the name of, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States in respect to. said Ecumenical Confer- 
ence, and is directed to make a full report of its proceedings to the 
General Conference of 1880. 

Resolved, 3. That the necessary expenses of such Committee of 
Correspondence be met in the same manner as expenses of fraternal 
delegates to other religious bodies are met. 

Resolved, 4. That they have also heard with great interest the 
Quadrennial Report of the Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union, 
presented by Mrs. Ellen H. Simpson, President of said Society, and 
which was referred to your Committee, and now return to the Gen- 
eral Conference the same, with the recommendation that the report 
be referred for more ample and careful consideration to a special 
Committee to be appointed for that express purpose. 


Report No. IX of the Committee on the Book Con- 
cern was taken up, read, and adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee on the Book Concern, having carefully consid- 
ered the subject, recommend that paragraph 442 of the Discipline be 
amended by striking out the word “‘ semi’ in the last line, and by 
adding the following: “to be held at the place of, and on the day 
previous to, the meeting of the Book Committee.” 

The amended paragraph will read as follows: 

“442. II. To the Eastern Section shall pertain the supervision of 
the New York Publishing House in all its departments. The three 
members chosen from New York and vicinity shall constitute a local 
Sub-Committee, which shall meet monthly at the Book Room in 
New York to examine into all the transactions of the month preced- 
ing ; it shall keep a correct record of its proceedings, to be submitted 
to the Eastern Section of the Book Committee at its annual meet- 
ing, to be held at the place of, and on the day previous to, the meet- 
ing of the Book Committee.” 


Report No. I of the Committee on Boundaries was 
taken up. 

Pending the reading of the report a motion prevailed - 
to reconsider the action of the Conference which adopted 
a resolution offered by James Leaton concerning Con- 
ference boundaries, passed May 17th instant, and the 
resolution was laid on the table. 

The Report, the recommendations of which were 
adopted by the Conference, is as follows: 


Your Committee received from this body a paper proposing a 
plan for the settlement of questions arising upon the matter of Con- 
ference boundaries, and having carefully considered it in all its bear- 
ings, recommend the adoption of the following order by the Gen- 
eral Conference, to regulate future action on this subject : 

1, No petition, resolution, or memorial, asking for or involving 
the division of Conferences, or the organization of new Conferences 
out of territory already occupied by organized Conferences, or the 
absorption of Conferences already existing, shall be entertained by 
the General Conference until it has first been submitted to the An- 
nual Conferences immediately affected by such proposed action. 

2. No proposition for any change in Conference boundaries shall 
be entertained by the General Conference until due notice shall 
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have been given by the Annual Conference desiring such change, 
or by a majority of the Presiding Elders thereof, to the Conference 
or Conferences which are to be affected by such proposed action. 

3. Any two or more Conferences which may be mutually inter- 
ested in the readjustment of their common boundaries may at any 
time raise a joint Commission, consisting of five members from each 
Conference immediately interested, and the decision of such joint 
Commission, when it shall be approved by the Bishop or Bishops who 
may preside in these Conferences next ensuing, shall be final. But 
if the Commission so appointed shall fail to agree, or the presiding 
Bishops shall not concur, then the case, with a statement of its facts, 
together with the records of the Commission, shall come to the Gen- 
eral Conference for final adjudication. 


Report No. II of Committee on Boundaries was pre- 
sented as follows, no action of the Conference being 
required, as the action of the Committee on Bound- 
aries in fixing boundary lines is final: 


Your Committee on Boundaries met on the fifth day of May, and 
immediately proceeded to organize, under provision of the Disci- 
pline adopted by the General Conference of 1872, paragraph 515, as 
revised by this General Conference at an early day of its session. 


The Committee found a very large amount of work on hand, but. 


it has patiently considered all memorials, resolutions, and petitions, 
and other items of business referred to it by this body from time to 
time. 

The results of our labor are found in the consideration and ad- 
justment of the bounds of seventy-six Conferences which existed at 
the adjournment of the last General Conference ; in the recognition 
and settlement of the boundaries of five Conferences that have been 
organized during the past four years, under certain enabling acts 
passed by the last General Conference ; and in the organization of 
eight new Conferences: all of which are fully bounded and de- 
scribed in the following report : 


ALABAMA CONFERENCE, 


1. Alabama Conference shall include the Lebanon, Birmingham, 
West Alabama, and South Alabama Districts, embracing also the 
Sand Mountain and Scottsborough Charges. 


ARKANSAS CONFERENCE, 


2. Arkansas Conference shall include the State of Arkansas and 
the Indian country west of the State. 


BALTIMORE CONFERENCE, 


3. Baltimore Conference shall embrace the District of Columbia, the 
Western Shore of Maryland, excepting so much of Garrett County 
as lies west of the dividing ridge of the Alleghany Mountains, and 
including so much of the State of Pennsylvania as lies within the 
Hancock, Flintstone, Union Grove, and New Bridgeport Circuits, 
the County of Frederick, the city of Fredericksburgh, in the State of 
Virginia, and the counties of Jefferson, Berkeley, Morgan, Hamp- 
shire, Mineral, Hardy, Pendleton, and Grant, in the State of West 
Virginia. 

CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE, 

4. California Conference shall embrace that part of the State of 
California lying west of the summit of the Sierra Nevada Mountains, 
and north of a line commencing at the north-west corner of San 
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Louis Obispo County and extending eastward with the northern line 
of San Louis Obispo and Tulare Counties, and also the Sandwicn 
Islands. 
CENTRAL ALABAMA CONFERENCE. 
5. Central Alabama Conference shall include ‘the Dadesville, 
Marion, and Huntsville Districts. 


CENTRAL GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


6. Central German Conference shall comprise the German work . 
within the States of Ohio, West Virginia, Michigan, and Indiana, 
except those appointments belonging at present to the Chicago Ger- 
man Conference ; also, the German work in the States of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Western Pennsylvania, and shall also include Gol- 
conda and Metropolis, Illinois. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS CONFERENCE, 


7. Central Illinois Conference shall embrace that part of the State 
of Illinois north of the Illinois Conference, and south of the fol- 
lowing line, namely: Beginning on the Mississippi River at the 
Meredosia, thence down the Meredosia to its mouth; thence east- 
erly to Center School-House, so as to include Center Society ; thence 
to the mouth of Mud Creek ; thence up Green River to Coal Creek; 
thence up said creek to the Chicago and Rock Island Railroad ; 
thence along said railroad to Bureau Junction ; thence to the Illinois 
River ; thence up said river and the Kankakee to the Indiana State 
line, leaving the city of Ottawa in the Rock River Conference, and 
Aroma and Bureau Junction in the Central Illinois Conference. 


CENTRAL NEW YORK CONFERENCE, 


8. Central New York Conference shall be bounded on the west 
by the East Genesee Conference, on the south by the New York 
State line and the Wyoming Conference, and on the east and north 
by the Wyoming and Northern New York Conferences, 


CENTRAL OHIO CONFERENCE, 


g. Central Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by the 
north line of the State of Ohio; on the east by the North Ohio Confer- 
ence; on the south by the Springfield branch of the Cleveland, Co- 
lumbus, and Cincinnati Railroad to the west line of the Ohio Con- 
ference, yet so as to exclude St. Paul’s Charge in Delaware, and 
Milford, and to include Marysville; thence to the west line of the 
State of Ohio by the north line of the Cincinnati Conference, and 
on the west by the west line of the State of Ohio. 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA CONFERENCE, 


ro. Central Pennsylvania Conference shall be bounded as follows: 
On the south by the State line from the Susquehanna River to the west 
boundary of Bedford County, excepting so much of the State of 
Pennsylvania as is included in the Baltimore Conference ; on the 
west by the west line of Bedford, Blair, and Clearfield Counties, except 
so much of Clearfield County as is embraced in the Erie Conference ; 
thence to Saint Mary’s; on the north by a line extending from Saint 
Mary’s eastward to Emporium ; thence by the southern boundary of 
Potter and Tioga Counties, including Wharton, and Liberty Valley 
Circuit ; thence through Sullivan County north of Laporte to the west 
line of Wyoming County; on the east by the Wyoming Conference 
to the north line of the Philadelphia Conference ; thence on the north-: 
ern line of Carbon, Schuylkill, and Dauphin Counties to the Susque- 
hanna River, including Hickory Run, Weatherly, Beaver Meadow, 
and Ashland ; and thence by the Susquehanna River to the place of 
beginning, including Harrisburgh. 
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CHICAGO GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


Ir. Chicago German Conference shall include all the State of 
Wisconsin, except those appointments along the Mississippi River 
and that part. of the State of Illinois north of an east and west:line 
passing along the north line of the City of Bloomington, (also ex- 
cepting the territory now in the South-west German Conference,) and 
east of a north and south line passing through the city of Freeport, 
and-that part of the State of Indiana west of the line between the 
counties of St. Joseph and Elkhart, and north of the line between 
Stark and Pulaski Counties. It shall alse.include Danville, Illinois. 


CINCINNATI, CONFERENCE. 


rz. Cincinnati Conference shall be bounded on the north by a line 
commencing at the south-west corner of Darke County in the State 
of Ohio ; thence easterly to the north-west commer of the Ohio Confer- 
ence, so as te leave Bellefontaine and Delaware Districts in the Cen- 
tral Ohio Conference ; on the east by the Ohio Conference; on the 
south by the Ohio River; and on the west by the State of Indiana, 
except so much of a variation-of that line as to attach Elizabeth, 
Hamilton County, Ohio, to the Seuth-eastern Indiana Conference. 


COLORADO. CONFERENCE. 


13. Colorado Conference shall:include Colorado Territory, and 
that, part of the Territory of Wyoming lying north of Colorado. 


COLUMBIA RIVER CONFERENCE. 


14. Columbia River Conference shall include all of the State of Or- 
egon lying east of Cascade Mountains, except Lake County ; all of 
Washington Territory lying east of the Cascade Mountains, and ali 
of Idaho Territory lying directly north of the State of Nevada. 


DELAWARE, CONFERENCE, 
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‘£5. Delaware Conference shall include the territory east and north - 


of the Washington Conference. 


DES MOINES CONFERENCE, 


16. Des Moines Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Iowa west and south of the following lines: Beginning at the south- 
east corner of Wayne County; thence north to the south line of 
Marshali County, (leaving Knoxville to the lowa Conference, and 
Monroe te the Des Moines Conference ;) thence west to the south- 
east corner of Story County; thence north to the north-east cerner 
of Story County ; thence west to the north-east corner of Crawford 
County ; thence south to the north line of township eighty-three ; 
thence west to the east line of Monona County ; thence south and 
west on the line of Monona County to the Missouri River. 


DETROIT CONFERENCE, 


17. Detroit Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Michigan east of the principal meridian, and also the Upper 
Peninsula, ~ 

EAST GENESEE -CONFERENCE, 

18. East. Genesee Conference shall be bounded on the west by 
the Genesee River, including the. city of Rochester, in, the State 
of New York ; on the nerth by Lake Ontario ;. on’ the east by a line 
beginning at Sodus Bay and running.south on the east line of the 
towns of Sodus and Lyons, in Wayne County, and the east line of 
Ontario County to Seneca Lake; thence southward up said lake to 
Watkins ; thence south to the New York State line, leaving the 
charges of Watkins, Havana, Millport, and Horseheads in Central 
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New York Conference. It shall also include the territory in the 
State of Pennsylvania known as the Troy District. 


EAST GERMAN CONFERENCE. 


19. East German Conference shall embrace the German work east 
of the Alleghany Mountains. 


EAST MAINE CONFERENCE, 


20, East Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of 
Maine not included in the Maine Conference. 


EAST OHIO CONFERENCE, 


21. East Ohio Conference shall be bounded by a line beginning at 
the mouth of the Cuyahoga River, and running easterly to the Penn- 
sylvania State line ; thence along said line, leaving the Petersburgh 
Society in the Erie Conference, to the Ohio River; thence down said 
river to the Muskingum River; thence up said river to the Ohio 
Canal near Dresden, excluding Marietta and Zanesville ; thence along 
said canal to Lake Erie, including Akron and all of the City of 
Cleveland lying east of the Cuyahoga River. 


ERIE CONFERENCE. 


22. Erie Conference shall be bounded on the north by Lake Erie, 
on the east by a line commencing at the mouth of the Cattaraugus 
Creek ; thence up said creek to the village of Gowanda, leaving said 
village in the Western New York Conference ; thence to the Alle- 
ghany River at the mouth of the Tunungwant Creek ; thence up said 
creek southward to the ridge dividing between the waters of Clarion 
and Sinnemahoning Creeks ; thence southward to the head of Mahon- 
ing Creek ; thence down said creek, exclusive of the Milton Society, 
but including Finley Society in the Punxutawney Circuit, and Put- 
neyville in the Bethlehem Circuit, to the Alleghany River; thence 
across said river in a north-westerly direction to the Western Re- 
serve line, including Wampum and Petersburgh; thence along the 
State line to the place of beginning, including Orangeville and the 
State line appointments on the Jamestown Circuit. 


FLORIDA CONFERENCE. 
23. Florida Conference shall include the State of Florida. ° 


FOOCHOW CONFERENCE. 


24. Foothow Conference shall include the Fokien Province in 
China. 
GEORGIA CONFERENCE. 


25. Georgia Conference shall consist of the Atlanta, Dalton, and 
Ogeechee Districts. 


GERMANY AND SWITZERLAND CONFERENCE. 


_ 26. Germany and Switzerland Conference shall include the work 
in Germany and those portions of France and Switzerland where the 
German language is spoken. 


HOLSTON CONFERENCE. 


27. Holston Conference shall be bounded on the east by Virginia, 
on the north by Virginia and Kentucky, on the west by the west- 
ern summit of the Cumberland Mountains, on the south by Georgia 
and the Blue Ridge, including that portion of North Carolina not 


within the North Carolina Conference. 
ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


28, Illinois Conference shall include that part of the State of Illinois 
not within the Southern Illinois Conference, south of the following 
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line, namely: Beginning at Warsaw, on the Mississippi River; May 31. 
thence to Vermont ; thence to the mouth of the Spoon River; thence Twenry- 
up the Illinois River to the north-west corner of Mason County;  8®VENTH 
thence to the junction of the Central and the Alton and Chicago a 
Railroads; thence to the south-west corner of Iroquois County ; 

thence east to the State of Indiana, leaving Bentley, Vermont, Mack- 

inaw Circuit, and Normal in the Central Illlinois, and Warsaw and 
Bloomington in the Illinois Conference. ; 


INDIANA CONFERENCE, Indiana, 


29. Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north and east by 
a line beginning where the National Road intersects the west line of 
the State of Indiana ; thence along said road to Terre Haute ; thence 
along the St. Louis, Vandalia, Terre Haute, ‘and Indianapolis Rail- 
road to the corporation line of Indianapolis; thence north and east 
by said corporation line to the Michigan Road; thence south by 
said road to the Indianapolis and Lafayette Railroad ; thence south 
by said railroad to Third-street ; thence east by Third-street to Me- 
ridian-street ; thence south by Meridian-street, Madison Avenue, and 
Madison Pike to the southern limits of the city; thence west to 
White River; thence down said River to the west line of Johnson 
County ; thence south on the west line of Johnson, Brown, Jackson, 
Scott, and Clarke Counties to the Ohio River; on the south by the 
Ohio River; and on the west by the State of Illinois. 


IOWA CONFERENCE, : Towa. 


30. Iowa Conference shall be bounded on the east by the Missis- 
sippi River, on the south by the Missouri State line, on the west 
and north by a line commencing at the south-west corner of Appa- 
noose County ; thence north to Marshall County, leaving Knoxville 
in the Jowa Conference and Monroe in the Des Moines Conference; 
thence on the south line of Marshall County due east to Iowa River ; 
thence down said river to Iowa City ; thence on the Chicago, Rock 
Island, and Pacific Railroad to Davenport, leaving Davenport and 
Iowa City in the Upper Iowa Conference, and all intermediate towns 
in the Iowa Conference. 


KANSAS CONFERENCE, Kansas, 


31. Kansas Conference shall embrace that portion of the State of 
Kansas lying north of the south line of township sixteen, including ‘ 
the town of Pomona, which lies south of said line, but shall leave 
Louisburgh, Ottawa, and Baldwin City, lying north of said line, in 
the South Kansas Conference. Baldwin City shall belong to South 
Kansas Conference after the session of said Conference in 1877. 
KENTUCKY CONFERENCE. Kentucky. 


32. Kentucky Conference shall include the State of Kentucky. 


LEXINGTON CONFERENCE. ' Lexington. 
33. Lexington Conference shall include the States of Kentucky, 
Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. : 
LIBERIA CONFERENCE. Liberia, 
34. Liberia Conference shall embrace the western coast of Africa. 


LOUISIANA CONFERENCE. Louisiana, 
35. Louisiana Conference shall include the State of Louisiana. 


MAINE CONFERENCE, Maine. 


36. Maine Conference shall include that part of the State of Maine 
west of the Kennebec River from its mouth to the great bend below 
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Skowhegan, and’ of a line running thence north to the State line, in- 
cluding Skowhegan and Augusta, and also that part of New Hamp- 
shire east of the White Hills, and north of the waters of Ossipee Lake 
and the town of Gorham. 

MICHIGAN CONFERENCE. 


37. Michigan Conference shall include the State of Michigan west 


of the principal meridian in the Lower Peninsula. 


MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 
38. Minnesota Confererice shall include the State of Minnesota. 


MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE. 
39: Mississippi Conference shall include the State of' Mississippi. 


MISSOURI CONFERENCE, 


40. Missouri Conference shall include so much of the State of Mis- 
souri as lies north of the Missouri River. 


NEBRASKA CONFERENCE. 
41. Nebraska‘ Conference shall embrace the State of Nebraska. 


NEVADA CONFERENCE, 


42. Nevada Conference shall include Nevada and’ so much of Cal- 
ifornia as lies east of the west summit of the Sierra Nevada Mount- 
ains. 

NEWARK CONFERENCE. 


_ 43. Newark Conference shall include that part of the State of New 
Jersey not included in the New Jersey Conference, Staten Island, 
and so much of New York and Pennsylvania as lies within the Jer- 
sey City and Newton Districts. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE. 


44. New England Conference shall include all of Massachusetts 
east of the Green Mountains not included in the New Hampshire 
and Providence Conferences. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE CONFERENCE, 


45. New Hampshire Conference shall include New Hampshire, 
except that part within the Maine Conference; also that part of 
Massachusetts north-east of the Merrimac River. 


NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE, 


46. New Jersey Conference shall include that part of New Jersey 
south of the following line, namely : Commencing at Raritan Bay ; 
thence up said bay and river to New Brunswick ; thence along the 
turnpike road to Lambertyille on the Delaware, including the city 
of New Brunswick, and Lambertville Station. 


NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


47. New York Conference shall consist of the territory now in the 
New York, Poughkeepsie,(including Gaylordsville,) Newburgh, Pratts- 
ville, and Ellenville Districts. 


NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE. 


48. New York East Conference shall include the New York, 
Bridgeport, New Haven, and the two Long Island Districts, includ- 
ing those Charges in the city of New York east of a line running 
through Third Avenue, Bowery, Chatham-street, Park Row, and 
Broadway. 


1376.) Journal of the General Conference. 


NORTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


49. North Carolina Conference shall include the State of North 
Carolina, excepting the ten counties west of Wautauga County and 
the Blue Ridge, now included in the Holston Conference. 


NORTHERN NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


50. Northern New York Conference shall include so much of the 
County of Franklin as is not within the Troy Conference, and all of 
the Counties of St. Lawrence, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida, and Her- 
kimer, and all of Oswego County except Phenix, and so much of the 
County of Madison as lies on and east of the New York and Midland 
Railroad, together with Cherry Valley, Springfield, and Richfield 
Springs in Otsego County, Sharon Springs in Schoharie County, and 
Freysbush, Ames, and St. Johnsyille in Montgomery County. 


NORTH INDIA CONFERENCE, 


51. North India Conference shall include the Province of Oudh, 
and the Districts of Rohilcund, Cawnpore, Kumaon, and Gurhwal, 
in the North-west Provinces. 


NORTH INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


52. North Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north by 
Michigan; on the east by Ohio, including Union City; on the 
south by the National Road, from the State line west to Marion 
County, thence north to the north-east corner of said county, thence 
west to the Michigan Road ; on the west by said Michigan Road to 
South Bend, and thence by the St. Joseph River to the Michigan. 
State line, including Logansport and all towns on the National Road 
east of Indianapolis. 


NORTH OHIO CONFERENCE. 


53. North Ohio Conference shall be bounded on the north by: the 
Ohio State line ; on-the east by East Ohio Conference, and Tuscara- 
was and Muskingum Rivers, to Dresden ; on the south by Ohio Con- 
ference, including Utica, Homer, and Galena Circuits, and excluding 
Stratford ; on the west by the main road passing through Delaware 
and Marion to Upper Sandusky, and the Sandusky River, excluding 
so much of the town of Delaware as lies west of the Olentangy River, 
and also excluding the towns of Marion, Fremont, and Upper San- 
dusky, and including Tiffin. 


NORTH-WEST GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


54. North-west German Conference shall include the State of 
Minnesota, and that part of the State of Iowa north of an east and 
west line passing along the south line of the city of Clinton, and that 
part of the State of Illinois lying west of the bounds of the Chicago 
German Conference. 


NORTH-WEST INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


55. North-west Indiana Conference shall be bounded on the north 
by Lake Michigan and the State line, on the east by the St. Joseph 
River and the Michigan Road, on the south by the Indiana Confer- 
ence, and on the west by Illinois, including all the towns on the 
Michigan Road except Logansport, Plainfield, and all the towns on 
the southern boundary, 
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NORTH-WEST IOWA CONFERENCE. 


56. North-west Iowa Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Iowa west of the Upper Iowa and north of the Des Moines 
Conferences, and shall also include Dakota Territory. 


NORWAY CONFERENCE. 
57. Norway Conference shall embrace Norway in Europe. 


OHIO CONFERENCE, 


58. Ohio Conference shall be bounded as follows: Commencing 
on the Muskingum River south of Dresden ; thence down said river 
to the Ohio River, including Zanesville and Marietta ; thence down 
the Ohio River to the mouth of Ohio Brush Creek ; thence north to 
the south-east corner of Fayette County ; thence north-west to the 
west line of Fayette County ; thence north, on the west line of the 
Fayette and Madison Counties, to the Springfield branch of the 
Cleveland, Columbus, and Cincinnati Railroad, leaving Vienna, 
Dunbarton, and Sinking Springs Circuits west of said line; thence 
east, on the southern-boundaries of Central Ohio and North Ohio 
Conferences, to the place of beginning, including Milford, Stratford, 
and St. Paul’s Charge in Delaware. 


OREGON CONFERENCE. 


59. Oregon Conference shall include that part of the State of Ore- 
gon and Washington Territory lying west of the Cascade Mountains, 
and so much of what is known as Goose Lake Valley as lies within the 
State of Oregon. 


PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE, 


60. Philadelphia Conference shall be bounded on the east by the 
Delaware River; on the south by the Pennsylvania State line ; on 
the west by the Susquehanna River, excluding Harrisburgh ; on the 
north by the north lines of Dauphin, Schuylkill, Carbon, and Monroe 
Counties, excepting Ashland and Beaver Meadows Circuit. 


PITTSBURGH CONFERENCE. 


61. Pittsburgh Conference shall be bounded on the north by Erie 
Conference ; on the east by the summit of the Alleghany Mountains 
to the southern boundary of Pennsylvania, excluding New Washing- 
ton Circuit ; thence west along the line of the West Virginia Con- 
ference to the Ohio River; thence up said river to the Pennsylvania 
State line ; thence along said line to the Erie Conference. 


PROVIDENCE CONFERENCE, 


62. Providence Conference shall include that part of Connecticut 
east of Connecticut River; the State of Rhode Island, with Millville 
and Blackstone in Massachusetts ; and also that part of Massachu- 
setts south-east of a line drawn from the north-east corner of Rhode 
Island to the mouth of Neponset River, leaving Walpole Station, 
Foxborough, and Quincy Point in the New England Conference. 


ROCK RIVER CONFERENCE. 


63. Rock River Conference shall include that ree of Illinois 
north of the Central Illinois Conference. 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN CONFERENCE, 


64. Rocky Mountain Conference shall include the Territories of 
Utah, Montana, and Idaho, excepting so much as lies directly north 
of Nevada, and that portion of Wyoming Territory not included in 
the Colorado Conference. 


SAINT LOUIS CONFERENCE, 


65. Saint Louis Conference shall include the State of Missouri lying 
south of the Missouri River. 


SAVANNAH CONFERENCE, 


66. Savannah Conference shall consist of the Rome, Macon, Au- 
gusta, and Savannah Districts. 


SOUTH CAROLINA CONFERENCE. 


67. South Carolina Conference shall include the State of South 
Carolina, 


SOUTH-EAST INDIANA CONFERENCE, 


68. South-east Indiana Conference shall be bounded as follows, 
namely: Beginning at the crossing of Meridian and Third streets, 
in the city of Indianapolis ; thence west by said Third-street to the 
Indianapolis and Lafayette Railroad ; thence north on said railroad 
to the Michigan Road; thence on said road to the north line of 
Marion County ; thence east on said county line to the north-east 
corner of said county ; thence south on the east line of said county 
to the National Road; thence east on said road to the State line ; 
on the east by Ohio, so as to include Elizabeth, Hamilton County, 
Ohio ; on the south by the Ohio River; and on the west by the In- 
diana Conference. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE, 


69. Southern California Conference shall embrace that portion of 
the State of California lying south of the California Conference; 
also that portion of the State east of the summit of the Sierra Ne- 
vada Mountains and south of Inyo County. 


SOUTHERN GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


70. Southern German Conference shall include the State of Texas. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS CONFERENCE. 


71. Southern Illinois Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Illinois south of the following line, namely: Beginning at 
the mouth of Illinois River; thence up said river to the north-west 
corner of Jersey County, including Kane and Woodbury ; thence to 
Honey Point; thence to Hillsborough, leaving it in the Illinois 
Conference ; thence east through Fayette and Effingham Counties 
to the north-east corner of Jasper County ; thence on the north line 
of Jasper and Crawford Counties to the’ Wabash River. 


SOUTH INDIA CONFERENCE. 
72. South India Conference shall include all those parts of India 
not embraced in the North India Conference. ; 
SOUTH KANSAS CONFERENCE, 


73. South Kansas Conference shall embrace that portion of the 
State of Kansas not included in the Kansas Conference, and so 
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much of the Indian Territory. south thereof as lies north of the 
thirty-sixth parallel of north latitude. 


SOUTH-WEST GERMAN CONFERENCE, 


74. South-west German Conference shall comprise the German 
work formerly connected with Illinois, Southern Illinois, and Kan- 
sas Conferences, and the German. District of the Upper Iowa Con- 
ference. 

SWEDEN CONFERENCE, 


75. Sweden Conference shall embrace Sweden in Europe. 


TENNESSEE CONFERENCE, 


76. Tennessee Conference shall include that portion of Tennessee 
not included in the Holston Conference. 


TEXAS CONFERENCE, 


77. Texas Conference shall include so much of the State of Texas 
as lies east of a line beginning at the Gulf of Mexico on the east 
line of Matagorda County, and running along said line and the 
east line of Wharton and Colorado Counties to the north point of 
Colorado County ; thence north until it strikes the Central Railroad 
at Calvert ; thence along the line of said railroad to the northern 
boundary of Texas, excluding Calvert and all the towns on the line 
of said road. 


TROY CONFERENCE, 


78. Troy Conference shall include Troy, Albany, Saratoga, Platts- 
burgh, and Cambridge Districts, and Burlington District in Ver- 
mont. 


UPPER IOWA CONFERENCE. : 


79. Upper Iowa Conference shall be bounded as follows, to wit : 
Beginning at the north-east corner of the State of Iowa; thence 
down the Mississippi River to Davenport ; thence west on the north 
line of the Iowa Conference to the south-east corner of Story 
County ; thence north to the State line so as to include Iowa Falls ; 
thence east on said line to the place of beginning. 


VERMONT CONFERENCE, 


80. Vermont Conference shall include the State of Vermont, ex- 
cepting that part within the Troy Conference. 


VIRGINIA CONFERENCE, 


81. Virginia Conference shall include all the State of Virginia not 
embraced in the Baltimore and Wilmington Conferences, and also 
the counties of Pocahontas, Green Brier, and Monroe, in the State 
of West Virginia. 


WASHINGTON CONFERENCE. 


82. Washington Conference shall include Western Maryland, the 
District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, and so much of the 
State of Pennsylvania as lies west of the Susquehanna River, in- 
cluding the towns on said River. 


WESTERN NEW YORK CONFERENCE. 


83. Western New York Conference shall include all that part of 
the State of New York lying west of the East Genesee Conference, 
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excepting that part of Cattaraugus and Chautauqua Counties now 
included in the Erie Conference, together with so much. of Potter 
County in the State of Pennsylvania as is not included. in the Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania Conference, leaving Brookfield and Gaines Charges 
in the East Genesee Conference, and including so much of M’Kean 
County as is embraced in the Olean District. 


WEST TEXAS: CONFERENCE, 


84. West Texas Conference shall embrace so much of the State 
of Texas as is not included in the Texas Conference. 


WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE. 


85. West Virginia Conference shall be bounded as follows: Be- 
ginning at the south-west corner of the State of Pennsylvania ; thence 
along said line to the north-east corner of Ohio County, West Vir- 
ginia, so as to include Wheeling Creek Mission and Triadelphia 
Circuit ; thence the most direct way to Short Creek, so as to in- 
clude Short Creek and Liberty Circuit ; thence down said creek to 
the Ohio River; thence down said river to the mouth, of the Big 
Sandy River ; on the west by the State line; on.the south and east 
by the Virginia and Baltimore Conferences to the Pennsylvania 
State line; thence westward along said line to the place of be- 
ginning. 

WEST WISCONSIN, CONFERENCE, 


86. West Wisconsin Conference shall include that part of the 
State of Wisconsin not embraced in the Wisconsin Conference, 


WILMINGTON CONFERENCE, 


87. Wilmington Conference shall include the State of Delaware 
and the Eastern Shores of Maryland and Virginia. 


WISCONSIN. CONFERENCE, 


88. Wisconsin Conference shall include all that part of the State 
of Wisconsin lying east and north of a line beginning at the south- 
east corner of Greene County on the south line of the State; thence 
north on the range line between ranges nine (9) and ten (10) east to 
the north line of town twenty (20) ; thence west on the said line to 
the east line of range one (1) east ; thence north on said line to the 
north line of town forty (40) ; thence west on said line to the State 
line on the west. 


WYOMING CONFERENCE, 


89. Wyoming Conference shall include the southern part of the 
State of New York not included in the New York, New York 
East, Newark, Central New York, and Western New York Con- 
ferences, and that part of Pennsylvania bounded on the west by 
Central New York Conference, including the territory east of the 
Susquehanna, and on the south by the Central Pennsylvania, Phila- 
delphia, and Newark Conferences, including Narrowsburgh, and on 
the east by the Newark and New York Conferences. 


SCANDINAVIAN WORK, 


1. The Swedish and Norwegian work within the Minnesota, 
West Wisconsin, Upper Iowa, and North-west Iowa Conferences 
shall belong to the Minnesota Conference. 

2. The Swedish work within the bounds of the Iowa, Central 
Illinois, Rock River, and Wisconsin Conferences, shall belong to 
the Central Illinois Conference. 
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3. The Norwegian work within the bounds of the Wisconsin and 
Rock River Conferences shall belong to the Wisconsin Conference. 

4. The Swedish and Norwegian work ‘in the cities of New York 
and Brooklyn, and in the vicinity of those cities, shall belong to the 
New York East Conference. 


Report No. III of Committee on Boundaries was pre- 
sented, as follows: 


The Committee on Boundaries have passed the following orders: 

1. That the Nebraska Conference may, during the next four years, 
by a vote of two thirds of its members present and voting, with the 
approval of the Bishop presiding, divide into two Conferences on 
such a line as may be agreed upon. 

2. That the North-west Iowa Conference may divide into two 
Conferences during the coming four years by setting off Dakota 
Territory into a separate Conference, whenever two thirds of the 
members present and voting shall so agree, and the Bishop presiding 
shall concur. 

3. That the Rocky Mountain Conference may divide into two 
Conferences during the next four years when two thirds of the mem- 
bers present and voting shall ask for such division, and the presid- 
ing Bishop shall concur, on such line as may at the same time be 
agreed upon. 

4. That the South-western German Conference may divide into 
two Conferences within the coming four years if two thirds of its mem- 
bers shall so decide, and the presiding Bishop shall concur therewith, 

5. That whenever two thirds of the Swedish members both-of the 
Central Illinois and of the Minnesota Conferences shall in any one 
year, at the regular session of these respective Conferences, with the 
concurrence of the said Conferences and of the presiding Bishops, 
ask to be organized into a separate Conference, their request may be 
granted, and a Swedish Conference may be organized within such 
bounds as may at the same time be agreed upon. 

6. That the boundary line now dividing between the Indiana and 
the South-eastern Indiana Conferences may be removed, and the 
two Conferences merged into one, to be known as the Indiana Con- 
ference ; provided, that each of said Conferences shall, at its next 
session, by a majority vote so agree; and provided, also, that the 
respective Secretaries of said Conferences-shall give notice of such 
action to the Board of Bishops, whose concurrence shall be necessary 
to complete such action. 

7. That the Bishops may have power, during the next four years, 
to transfer the German Churches now in the Louisiana Conference 
to the Southern German Conference if they deem it advisable, pro- 
vided said Churches desire such change. 

E. G. ANDREWS, Chairman, 
I. S. BINGHAM, Secretary. 


The report of the Committee on the Expenses of 
Judicial Conferences was read, and, on motion, it was 
amended so that the provisions of the report be made 
to apply to the expenses of Judicial Conferences already 
held, and, as thus amended, was adopted as follows: 

Your Committee on Expenses of Judicial Conferences, to whom 
was referred the petition of E. Q. Fuller and others asking that pro- 


vision be made for the payment of expenses of persons attending 
these Conferences, beg leave respectfully to offer the following report : 
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1. That Triers of Appeals shall have their traveling expenses paid May 81. 
from their place of residence to the place where the Judicial Confer- Twenry- 
ence shall be held, and retin, computing the distance by the most S#VEVTH 
direct route. ee 

2. It shall be the duty of each member of said Conference in at- 
tendance to render to the Secretary of the Conference a detailed ac- 
count of his traveling expenses at the time of the meeting of said 
Conference, and the Secretary shall forward this statement to the 
Agents of the Book Concern. 

3. The Secretary shall certify to the Bishop presiding the whole 
amount to be paid for holding the said Judicial Conference. 

4. The Bishop shall draw an order on the Book Concern: if it be 
in the eastern department, on the Agents of the Book Concern at 
New York ; but if it should be in the western department, it shall be 
drawn on the Agents at Cincinnati. 

5. Immediately on the receipt of the draft from the Bishop, the 
Agents shall cause to be sent to each person the amount which had 
been certified to them by the Secretary of the Judicial Conference. 

6. These provisions shall apply to the Judicial Conferences already 
held. 


The report of the Committee on Correspondence was Report of 
Committee 


taken up, and letters to the bodies in fraternal corre- on Corre- 
. " spondence, 

spondence named below in the report were presented, 

as follows: 


The Committee on Correspondence, in obedience to their instruc- 
tions to report the number of persons to be appointed as delegates 
to the several Christian bodies in fraternal correspondence with the 
General Conference, respectfully recommend that two delegates be 
deputed to the British Wesleyan Conference, two to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and one to each of the other bodies in cor- 
respondence with us, to wit: 

The Irish Wesleyan Conference. 

The Methodist Church of Canada. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The Methodist Church. 

The Methodist Protestant Church. 

The Evangelical Association. 

The National Council of Congregational Churches. 

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church. 

The Reformed Episcopal Church. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 

The Colored Methodist Episcopal Church of America. 

The Wesleyan Connection of America. 


On motion of D. A. Whedon it was ordered that 
these letters be delivered to the Bishops, and by them 
given to the fraternal delegates when appointed, the 
letters having been approved by the Bishops, and that 
they be published in the Appendix of the Journal. 
D. A. Whedon presented the following, which was, on Commission 
motion, adopted : nity. 


Resolved, That in appointing the Commission of twelve on frater- 
nity and union, already ordered, the Bishops be authorized to add to 
it two of their own number. 
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He also moved a reconsideration of the action taken 
some days since, appointing two delegates to the “ Wes- 
leyan Connection of America,” and the motion pre- 
vailed, and the action was so amended as to read “one 
delegate ” instead of ‘two. ; 

The rules were suspended to allow William Perkins, 
who was absent when the vote was taken on substituting 
the minority report for the majority report on the Pre- 
siding Elder question, to record his vote, and he voted 
nay. Permission was also given him to print his speech 
on that subject in the Daily Advocate, he having been 
prevented by his absence from delivering it. 

On motion of E. O. Haven the following resolution 
was adopted: 


Resolved, That Bishop Harris, in preparing the next edition of the 
Discipline, be, and he is hereby, authorized to make any verbal 
changes in the new matter introduced, as may be necessary to secure 
harmony and propriety of expression without changing the meaning. 


On motion of J. M. Walden the following resolution 
was adopted: 


esolved, That the editor of the Discipline be, and is hereby, 
authorized to publish in the Appendix of the Discipline all resolu- 
tions passed by this General Conference which he may regard of 
general interest to the Church. 


The Committee on the Expenses of the General Con- 
ference presented their final. report, which was adopted, 
as follows: 

Your Committee herewith present a detailed statement, showing 
a deficiency in the expenses of this General Conference amounting 


to $4,210 12, for which amount we have drawn upon the Book Con- 
cern, as per order of this body. 


CONFERENCES. Amount Amount Expenses 


Apportioned. id. ati 
Alabama ache tee erm $100 00 Str Got bend 
iMTeONRE Ser ac id Goupb dada sn 4 75 OO ' 20 60 309 50 
IBALLIM ONE sceis cletencteiers: svete raietens I,300 00 242): 26) Se, 
Gallifonngas sys -tarsive/ar des casts 400 00 Alo 85 1,570 65 
Central German....... ara 250 00 260 38 250 26 
Central PMO tte cceicie ete ere goo oo 576 07 722 66 
Central New York... ...02 5% I,200 00 426 47 224 83 
Central Ohi10, wan tenets celal cece goo oo 413 84 212 06 
Central Pennsylvania ........ I,400 00 643 II IIg 64 
Chicago, Germann. icc). eters 150 00 I50 00 154 50 
(OME AKevb 1 Eas es eet ERG ry a I,400 00 152 69 294 90 
(COMER RAB GS sos OROOe Sees I50 00 85 00 188 25 
IDEM on 6 oes odmenC oe bEe sh 50 00 50 00 45 40 
DCG MONBES ec wits scaissasoamruns 400 00 138 33 462 50 
PD CRTOILN bus asie elas o.oo taceate ait goo 00 18I 70 480 00 
HD ASCAG ERUAI Co rsayetsitie seis .o/ sist 150 00 95 50 45 90 
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AGS Wate EV a sae Breet D sos 4300 


ConFERENcxs, cairn ts 
MAS te Mai ec Wepeieteteverscei ss ofete.e $250 00 
East Oregon and Washington. 50 00 
NSLVS He celcae ect rete eres: aleste 3 os . 1,400 00 
LL OTIGA: sevayeyetete Ran wpa leveresoravd 50 00 
MGC ORCLA src seystats Hatehe score c o:atato.' 150 00 
Germany and Switzerland.... | 200 00 
ELOISEONIS ferie tere lates) tis sles) 0s ~ 200 00 
MNO TS eee tove ererote oe lehe sexe seneco's I,300 00 
Tin ilar sa esa ators rete ots: dries; oat ote 200 00 
DMCA NAT texovelor age taiereto eis. cve sey esis goo oo 
MONA acts taberctaistetarcrerctecsie: 510 cls cisi 700 OO 
IRA SASH aataretaieian wits 's'n)0, <a yaceys 400 00 
FREETIER CLE elevavere wis ibe aerate 200: 00 
EGAN Et OM yer oi oyep? shox edsisys od siars 50 of 
NEOUS Lente rostoge pasfosas'ois 'sexsiiaue easier I00 0O 
INGA TING) aire hencisyates ovele'» «,2oils-o aetterd -. 400 00 
INKS shez GAs cee Pie ace 850 00 
META ES Ota ce rang. So s10:-oofa,1s 10 eu ere 01s 400 0O 
PVEISSISSIP Pllnshe ets npovesaicieke's s-hehae 150 00 
IVITS SOUT I etadays slat evees's ersse.e'sveteiers 250 00 
ING biraclealee srs ge avs, ciorrs tevevalone sions 200 00 
ING Na lal ees rence asyatiots co tssessaue me aficions IOO 00 
ANE WVia Kasse aiecayevsteyestiie su) Sosveleta. 6 I,200 00 
New Emgland cs 1s came s's 6 I,350 00 
EN eR, HATA PSDINE. 010) axes «pois «/ 00 0O 
ING [SWS GUNES Oeae Seon a I,100 00 
INI AN UG yd es OP SERS see eee I,750 0O 
Mew iWon Pastis ac lscierccsacleres I,750 00 
Nor! Carolinas jars o0x+.0101s\svet IO0O 00 
Northern New York......... I,000 00 
Nox tla Undianay «6).sr4evaressiaysise:si0 g00 00 
INOxthe © N10 se ceniefs fay eveiscccssetonstens goo 00 
North-west German ......... I25 00 
North-west Indiana......... ; 750 00 
North-west lowa........2s- 200 00 
ODI OK sere cyeneys.afale Torste wile orate d-enes0 I,200 00 
Ores ons. meteracteld tore ne bi etostatar 250 00 
Philadel plitay. fore. store's «ajsiarole I,750 00 
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RTOVIGOTICE takers tayekis-5.5 araeetoye ais 700 OO 
ROCK RIVER si rot eysisiiar efortin shorts sts I,400 00 
Rocky Mountain ..........%. 50 00 
SAUER CN OUIS Sch sssVoseturesal ciehelaictere 400 00 
South Gaxolingd ..overarue cicysnscs’sce I50 00 
South-eastern Indiana........ 750 OO 
Southern German..........-. 50 00 
‘Southern Illinois ..... 0.0.5.6. 750 OO 
Southern Kansasis... 25s 02 «a1 IOO 00 
South-west German.......... 450 0O 
MREUMESSEE 5a ate'sia Slew leieis dee iel I00 00 
WP CXAS 5 iasterere «ls Mah Adie orci soe er I00 00 
MUO aciats sc cpaeicherai> siafoue ecu stesele I,400 00 
Wipper Towa risis.c «01-16 ater 7 OOEOO 
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00 
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$139 
27 
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40 
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75 
1,148 
215 
142 
352 
131 
gI 
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80 
28 
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134 
123 
631 
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17 
447 
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~ Committee = The Committee on the Reception of Fraternal Dele- 
on Fratern’] . 


Delegates. gates presented their final report, which was read, and, 
on motion, adopted, as follows: 


The Committee on the Reception of Fraternal Delegates have 
carefully considered the question of receiving the communications of 
corresponding bodies, and the addresses of fraternal delegates, and 
respectfully represent to this Conference : 

That the overwhelming number and gigantic magnitude of the in- 
terests quadrennially crowded into the four weeks’ session of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church imperative- 
ly call upon us to economize time ; that time is best economized by 
preconcert and orderly arrangement ; that the growing catholicity 
of the age is ever enlarging our circle of fraternal correspondence 
and increasing the number of delegations bringing fraternal greet- 
ings ; that there are reasonable expectations that we shall soon be 
exchanging periodical salutations not only with the various branches 
of the Methodist family and with the other denominations whose 
delegates have visited us this month, but with all other branches of 
the Church catholic. 

The other ecclesiastical bodies fix a particular day for the recep- 
tion of visiting brethren, and devote the hours of one or more even- 
ings to listening leisurely to fraternal addresses, instead of compress- 
ing them into business hours and hurried daylight sessions, 

We therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That in the judgment of this Conference all Fraternal 
Delegates should be received at evening sessions. 

kesolved, 2. That Thursday, May 6, 1880, be the day for the re- 
ception of Fraternal Delegations, and that the evening of that day, 
and such other evenings as the Conference may order, shall be set 
apart for listening to addresses from visitors ; and we furthermore rec- 
ommend that all bodies in correspondence with us be fully adver- 
tised in our letters and by our visiting delegates of the day ordered 
by this body for the reception of Fraternal Delegates, their. letters, 
and their words of greeting. 


Report of a The report of the Special Committee to whom was 
Committee, referred the “Address from the Wesleyan Society in 


England for Securing the Repeal of the Contagious Dis- 
eases Act,” was submitted and adopted, as follows: 


The Special Committee to which the ‘‘ Address of the Wesleyan 
Society in England for Securing the Repeal of the Contagious Dis- 
eases Act” was referred, have considered this document, and re- 
spectfully submit the following report : 
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_ The efforts to establish in some places in our country a system of May 31. 

licensed prostitution were the occasion of this communication. It Twxnty- 
comes from a society organized among our Wesleyan brethren in eae 
England to antagonize this system at home and abroad. They have wis 
seen in their own land the practical and inevitable evils of this sys- 
tem ; they know the purpose of its advocates to extend it to every 
leading country, and hence they regard with alarm every new move- 
ment in this direction. The character of persons composing the 
society from which this address comes, the opportunities its members 
have had to study the system it opposes, the unequivocal utter- 
ances through which they communicate to us their views and con- 
victions, entitle this address, and the subject to which it directs at- 
tention, to a careful consideration. 

There is reason to fear that the movements to establish this sys- 
tem in our country are abetted by powerful foreign influences and 
agencies. We learn from this address that an international medical 
congress, supported by Government and military bureaux, is aiming 
to secure International legislation which will place the whole of Eu- 
rope under this system; and we are credibly informed that its ad- 
vocates in the United States receive encouragement from this strong 
continental organization. In view of these facts the nature and re- 
sults of this system demand the consideration of the whole Christian 
public. — 

We gather from the address before us the following significant 
facts : 

1. That the system was stealthily introduced into England in 
1864 under a misleading title, at the instance of the Admiralty and 
War Office and a small body of medical men, and ‘‘for several 
years the country at large, and many of the members of Parliament, 
were entirely ignorant of the real nature of the enactments.” 

2. That the system so completely debases the unhappy creatures 
subjected to its operations, that the rescue and reformatory soci- 
eties find it almost impossible to reclaim any of them ; while in those 
districts where the acts are not in force, they successfully reach and 
save many fallen women. 

3. That the system, since its introduction into England, has given 
a great impetus to licentiousness, and this because of the protection 
against disease which it promises, but does not and cannot afford. 

4. That it inevitably lowers the general standard of morality by 
silently creating and fostering a belief that the indulgence for which 
it provides is at most only a venal offense. 

Fearful as are these and other proximate results, they are not the 
chief and primary grounds for an antagonistic movement which 
should enlist the active support of all Christian people. The whole 
system is based upon the assumption that the evil with which it 
deals is a necessity, an assumption that plainly contradicts the teach- 
ings of the Bible. Some of its advocates, already forced to deny the 
authority of the scriptural law, declare that expediency founded 
upon experiment is the only rule of human conduct. 

The existence of the society from which the address before us 
comes is a signal protest against this system. This society was or- 
ganized under the leadership of the Rey. T. A. Perks, President of 
the Wesleyan Conference, has received the formal approval of that 
Conference, and has among its active members many of the leading 
Wesleyan ministers and laymen. The address says of the opposition 
to the iniquitous system: ‘‘ This entire kingdom is covered with a 
net-work of religious and social organizations. The movement grows 
daily in volume and strength, and has already spread to the remotest 
limits of the British empire. ... No subject has so profoundly and so 
universally moved the English race since the abolition of African 


slavery.” 
25 
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In this connection it should be stated that public meetings have 
been held in England to create a public sentiment that will de- 
mand the repeal of all the laws that license and legalize pros- 
titution—meetings that have been largely attended and addressed 
by those who lead in every religious and benevolent work in that 
country. 

This system was established in St. Louis under the guise of a san- 
itary regulation. It came before the Board of Aldermen in Cincin- 
nati in the same misleading form, and its passage was barely de 
feated by the most prompt and persistent action on the part of the 
Christian public. Although defeated in Cincinnati and practically 
abandoned in St. Louis, its advocates in the chairs of medical col- 
leges and elsewhere are using every means to create a sentiment in 
its favor. 

The facts before us challenge the attention of all lovers of decency 
and good order. The system deliberately proposes to secure the health 
of the vicious at the sacrifice of public morals. Wherever an effort 
is made to establish it, the question is squarely presented whether 
law shall be based upon expediency or moral principle—whether ex- 
pedtency or right shall govern a Christian people. 

In view of the facts before us and the issues involved, it behooves 
our people to carefully scrutinize every movement to give the sanc- 
tion of law to prostitution whatever be the pretext, and to resist in 
every possible way the recognition of principles in legislation that 
contravene the moral teachings of the holy Scriptures. 


E. O. Haven offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 


Resolved, That the Chairmen of the Standing Committees be, and 
they hereby are, instructed to prepare a plan to improve the list of 
Standing Committees, and suggest a method for their speedy organi- 
zation, and publish it in our newspapers previous to the meeting of 
the General Conference of 1880. 


Luke C. Queal offered the following resolutions, which 
were adopted: 


Resolved, 1. That a Commission, consisting of two from the West- 
ern New York, two from the Central New York, and two from the 
East Genesee Conferences, be appointed to’ divide Conference funds 
and Conference Claimants according to the number of pastoral 
charges in each Conference. 

Resolved, 2. That S. Hunt and H. H. Otis, of the Western New 
York; K. P. Jervis and E. Ocumpaugh, of the East Genesee ; and 
B. I. Ives and D. Decker, of the Central New York Conferences, 
be appointed such Commission. 


The report of the Committee on the Chartered Fund 
was taken up, read, and, on motion, adopted, as fol- 
lows: 


The Committee to whom was referred the Quadrennial Report of 
the Trustees of the Chartered Fund of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and also the report of said ‘'rustees as to a vacancy in said 
Board of Trustees, and the election by the said Board of Samuel S, 
White, D.D.S., to fill said vacancy for approval of the General Con: 
ference, report that, having examined the said Quadrennial Report, 
in which is set forth an exhibit of the financial condition of the 
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said corporation, we find the exhibit correct, and we recommend May 31. 
this Conference to approve of the election of Samuel S. White, D.D.S.,  Twenty- 

as a Trustee of said Board, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the SEVENTH 
death of John Riehle. BOAN: 


The Special Committee on the Metropolitan Church Metropolitan 
presented its report, which, after amendment, was a 
adopted, as follows: 


Your Committee to whom was referred the memorial of the Trust- 
.ees of the Metropolitan Methodist Episcopal Church, Washington, 
D. C., make the following report: 

This church edifice was erected under the sanction of the highest 
authority of the Church, and for the people of the whole country. 

The Church is fully committed to the enterprise by the action of 
the General Conferences from 1852 te the present time. 

The metropolitan and connectional character of the project cannot 
be questioned, and we regard the building of this magnificent sanct 
uary, so complete in all its appointments, at our national capital, as 
a perpetual source of gratitude and pious pride of our people through- 
out America. 

The actual cost of the building, including land and interest, as es- 
timated at the time of dedication, was $225,000, and there was paid 
thereon $190,000, leaving a balance of thirty-five thousand dollars, 
covered by bonds bearing six per cent. interest, which are rapidly 
maturing, and must be provided for. 

This Church pays its current expenses of about $8,000 per annum, 
and is liberal in its contributions for Church purposes. 

Your Committee further find that the brethren worshiping in the 
Metropolitan have already done their whole duty in contributing to 
this great connectional enterprise, and every principle of Christian 
integrity requires that they shall be relieved. 

We recommend that the Bishops be authorized to appoint a Fi- 
nancial Agent, who shall be clothed with plenary power to raise 
funds necessary to pay off the debts hanging ever the Metropolitan 
Church. 


J. M. Reid presented a resolution regarding the Pape ee 

amendment of the second Restrictive Rule, so as to Reproson- 
° . - On. 

change the ratio of representation in the General 
Conference, and providing that, if approved by this 
Conference and the Annual Conferences, the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1880 shall consist of one mem- 
ber for every fifty-four members of each Annual Con- 
ference. The resolution was amended by striking out 
that part of it relating to the composition of the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1880, and it was then adopted, as © 
follows: 

Resolved, That, with the concurrence of three fourths of all the 
members of the several Annual Conferences who shall be present 
and voting, the second Restrictive Rule, paragraph 94 of the Disci- 
pline, be amended by striking out the words “forty-five” in the fifth 
line of the paragraph and inserting the werds “ninety-nine,” so that 
the paragraph shall read.: 
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94. They shall not allow of more than one ministerial representa- 
tive for every fourteen members of the Annual Conference, nor 
allow of a less number than one for every ninety-nine, nor more than 
two lay delegates for any Annual Conference; Provided, neverthe- 
less, that when there shall be in any Annual Conference a fraction 
of two thirds the number which shall be fixed for the ratio of repre- 
sentation, such Annual Conference shall be entitled to an additional 
delegate for such fraction; and provided, also, that no Conference 
shall be denied the privilege of one delegate. 

Resolved, That the Bishops be requested to present this proposed 
alteration to the several Annual Conferences at their next ensuing 
sessions, and report the result to the General Conference of 1880. 


The Committee on New Charters presented their re- 
port, which was read, and, on motion, adopted, as follows : 


The Committee to whom was referred so much of the Bishops’ 
Address as relates to new charters for our benevolent societies would 
respectfully report that they find the charters of the Missionary So- 
ciety and of the Board of Church Extension have been so changed 
as essentially to conform to the regulations provided for by the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

The charter of the Freedmen’s Aid Society, having been obtained 
under a general law of the State of Ohio, cannot be made to con- 
form minutely to such regulation of said General Conference without 
a change in the general laws of the State of Ohio providing for 
corporations, hence this Society has continued to transact its busi- 
ness under its former charter. Such changes are in progress of com- 


‘pletion as will render it essentially in harmony with the provisions 


of the General Conference. 


The following resolution, offered by James H. Wilbur, 
was read and adopted: 


Whereas, Idaho District has been detached from the Rocky Mount- 
ain Conference, and now forms a part of Columbia River Confer- 
ence ; and, 

Whereas, That part of the Rocky Mountain Conference has uni- 
formly received one fifth or more of the missionary money appro- 
priated to the entire Conference ; therefore, 

Resolved, That the Bishop presiding at the Rocky Mountain and 
Columbia River Conferences be instructed to draw his missionary 


’ drafts so as to give $1,700 of the amount appropriated to the 


Norwegian 
Catechism. 


Rocky Mountain Conference for 1876 to the Columbia River Con- 
ference. 


The Committee on a Norwegian Catechism presented 
their report, which was read and adopted, as follows: 


The Committee to whom was referred the memorials touching the 


’ new Norwegian Catechism respectfully report, and recommend the 


adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1, That all catechisms, hymn books, and versions of 
the Discipline in foreign languages, for use in the missions of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, should receive, before use, the official 
sanction of one or more of our Bishops. 

Resolved, 2. That only the accredited Catechisms of the Church 
in English, or in faithful and approved translations, should be used 
in our missions. 
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The Conference commenced the consideration of the 
report of the Committee appointed by the General 
Conference of 1872 on a Code of Ecclesiastical Juris- 
prudence, and, pending its discussion, G. W. Hughey 
said that as the matter of this report was very important, 
if action upon, it proceeded further he would demand a 
call of the Conference to ascertain whether there be a 
quorum present, whereupon Bishop Ames said: “ On two 
or three occasions individual members of this body have 
threatened to dissolve the Conference by challenging the 
quorum, and, as one of its presidents, I am unwilling to 
be subjected to the suspicion of sharing in spurious 
legislation; I therefore demand the call of the roll, to 
ascertain if a quorum is present.”’ The roll being called, 
the following persons answered to their names: 

Adams of Mississippi, Adams of New Hampshire, At- 
kinson, Auld, Baker, Ball, Barnes, Bates, Bayliss, Bee- 
man, Bell, Belt, Benson, Bignell, Bingham, Birch, Blake, 
Bodine, Bohl, Bolton, Brock, Braden, Brooke, Brooks, 
Bruce, Brush, Buck, Buckingham, Buckley, Buckner, 
Call, Camp, Carroll, Carskadon, Carter, Caughlan, 
Chadwick, Chesbro, Chestnut, Cissell, Chaplain, Clarke 
(G. W.) of Erie, Clark of New England, Clark of Troy, 
Colman, Cooley, Cooper of Baltimore, Cooper of North- 
ern New York, Cochran, Crary, Crawford, Cummings, 
Dashiell, Decker of Central New York, Dennett, De Puy, 
Dickhaut, Dix, Doane, Doering, Dunn, Earp, Eaton, 
Eckman, Edwards of: Detroit, England, Erwin, Evans 
of Central Illinois, Ferry, Fish, Fisher, Fisk of Saint 
Louis, Fiske of Detroit, FitzGerald, Fleming, Foreman, 
Foss, Fowler, French of Central New York, French of 
Maine, Freund, Fry, Fuller, George, Goodsell, Graves, 
Graw, Grant, Green of New Jersey, Green of Rock 
River, Griffin, Griswold, Hamlin, Hammett, Hammond, 
Hanlon, Harbin, Harrison, Hartman of Baltimore, 
Hartzell, Hatfield, Haven, Haughey, Heisley, Hendrick- 
son, Herrick, Hiester, Hiett, Hitchcock, Holliday, Hol- 
man, Horner, Hoyt of New York East, Hoyt of North 
Ohio, Hughey, Hunt of New York East, Hunter, Hurst, 
Jacokes, Jaques, Jervey, Jervis, Jocelyn, Jolley, Keener, 
King, Koeneke, Kopp, Kynett, Lanahan, Ladd, Leaton, 
Leavitt, Leibhart, Lillard, Lloyd, Loeber, Lowrey, Lunt, 
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May 31. Mahin, Manker, Manly, Marine, Marlay, Martin, Mar- 
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tindale, Mather of North Ohio, Mather of West 
Wisconsin, Matlack, M’Chesney, M’Donald of Iowa, 
M’Donald of Mississippi, M’Eldowney, M’Elroy, 
M’Keown, M’Kinley, M’Williams, Meek, Miley, Miller 
(R. I.), Miller (Hiram), Miller (Emory), Miller (W. 
P.), Mitchell (Bennett), Mitchell of South Kansas, 
Mitchell of Central Pennsylvania, Molloy, Monroe, 
Moody, Moore of Erie, Morgan of Baltimore, Morgan of 
Vermont, Mosser, Mowe, Mues, Muir, Nelson, Nettleton, 
Newman, Neu, Ocumpaugh, Olin, Otis, Painter, Palmer, 
Paxson, Perkins, Perrine, Pershing, Pettibone, Phillips, 
Pierce, Porter, Powell, Power, Prentiss, Price of Phila- 
delphia, Prindle, Ramsey, Ransom, Ray, Reid, Rey- 
nolds, Riddle, Ridgaway, Rogers of Nebraska, Roth- 
weiler, Schuler, Shinkle, Slaughter, Snell, Smith of 
North-west Indiana, Smith of Pittsburgh, Smith of 
Rock River, Snowden, Spencer, Stanley, Steele, Stetson, 
Stow, Thoburn, Todd, Trimble, Turner of Philadel- 
phia, Turner of California, Underwood, Van Orsdell, 
Walden, Walker of St. Louis, Walker of Wisconsin, 
Warren, Weaver, Webster of South Carolina, Webster 
of Troy, Webster of Florida, Wheatley, Whedon, 
Wheeler of Erie, Wheeler of Wyoming, Wilbur, Wil- 
lard, Williamson, Wittiag, Wood of North West Indi- 
ana, Wood of PI ‘ladelphia, Wright of Minnesota, 
Wright of Virginia—247. 

Two hundred and forty-seven members having an- 
swered to their names it was found that a quorum was 
present, and the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee on the Ecclesiastical Code was resumed. 

After some time was spent in discussing its several 
items the further consideration of the report was in- 
definitely postponed, and, on motion of Robert M. Hat- 
field, the Bishops were requested to appoint a new Com- 
mission of five, to whom the report which had been 
submitted, and the whole subject of an Ecclesiastical 
Code, might be referred. 

The call was then made for the reading of the 
Journal of the morning session, and it being an- 
nounced that the Journal was ready to be submitted, 
it was read and approved; and, on motion, Bishop 
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Janes was requested to conduct the concluding relig- 
ious services. 
Bishop Janes then said: 


I wish for myself and colleagues, your brethren, who have presided 
over your deliberations during the Conference, to acknowledge the 
uniform courtesy and deference with which you have treated us, even 
in the times of the greatest excitement during the whole of this ex- 
piring session. 

It is a source of gratification to us that our official conduct and 
administration during the past quadrennium have, been such that 
you could and have approved them. Your approbation will be an 
incentive to us to endeavor, with the Divine guidance and assist- 
ance, to go forward during the coming term in a faithful discharge 
of the duties pertaining to our office. We do most sincerely and 
earnestly ask that we may have the benefit of your intercessions with 
God in our behalf. 

I congratulate you upon the close of your very arduous and re- 
sponsible services here as members of this General Conference. 

he occasion has been one of much interest and pleasure, and I 
doubt not of profit. It has been a pleasure tome. To become ac- 
quainted with each other, to enjoy each other’s society and fellow- 
ship, to unite in the devotions of the Conference, and in the devo- 
tions of the sanctuaries where we have worshiped since we convened, 
and at the family altar with our friends, who have so cordially and 
generously entertained us, has been a pleasure to us all. 

It has also been a great satisfaction to deliberate together in 
committees and in Conference on the welfare of the Church. The 
examinations required for this purpose have undoubtedly extended 
the knowledge of most or all of us as to the extent and condition of 
the Church, her polity and her interests; and I have no question 
that you all love and appreciate the Church of your choice more 
highly than you did when you came together. You see its many 
advantages, its great facilities for carrying on the work of God, and 
for evangelizing our sinful world. 

I congratulate you that you have remained here until this hour. 
I question whether any brother who has. left this Conference will 
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find any little conyenience or business advantage an equivalent for . 


the satisfaction which you feel in having remained at your post and 
attended to your work and fulfilled your obligations here until this 
hour, and I do most earnestly congratulate you upon the satisfaction 
which this thing must afford to each and all of you. 

As your Superintendents, during the quadrennium upon which we 
now enter, shall pass through the Churches, meeting the Confer- 
ences and attending to their official duties, it will be a great pleasure 
to meet you, and shake your hands, and rejoice with you in the con- 
tinued blessings of our heavenly Father. I can say of each and 
all of you, and each and all of us, that your faces will always be 
pleasant to us. It will be a sincere satisfaction to again meet you 
personally or in Conference, and to enjoy your fellowship, and to 
share with you in the appropriate agencies and activities to which, 
as ministers and laymen, we are called in furthering the work of 
God. 

But there is an hour of higher interest than this. We look for- 
ward to the moment when, through the kind providence and abound. 
ing grace of Almighty God, having finished our work which is given 
us to do upon the earth, we shall be dismissed from service here and 
translated to our estate of reward and fruition. God grant that we 
may all meet then and there! We do invoke the blessing of the 
Most High upon you, upon your persons, and upon your interests. 
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I should do injustice to you and to myself if I did not conclude 
these few remarks by congratulating you that you can go home and 
say to our people throughout the whole length and breadth of our 
land, ‘‘ Your children and your children’s children are assured of a 
Methodist Episcopal Church in which they can have all the advan- 
tages of their fathers till time shall be no more.” 


At the conclusion of this address the Conference 
united in singing the hymn commencing 


“*Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love ; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above”— 


and Bishop Janes offered prayer, closing with the Lord’s 
prayer, in which the entire Conference joined. The 
doxology was then sung, the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Bishop Scott, and the General Conference 
of 1876 was adjourned sine die. 
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ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: va 


DEAR BRETHREN: Divine providence and grace have filled 
another page of Methodist history. On it we find recorded 
many events of deep interest and of high importance. Sore 
of them we read with sorrow, but most of them with joy and 
thankfulness. 

Our senior colleague, the Rev. Thomas A. Morris, D.D., after 
a long public career of great labor, responsibility, and usefulness, 
closed his eventful life and valuable services at his home in 
Springfield, Ohio, September 2, 1875. His exit was in beautiful 
harmony with his eminently calm Christian life. In our long and 
intimate association with him, his genial and Christian spirit so 
won our hearts that we feel his death to be a painful bereave- 
ment. 

The Rey. John Wright Roberts, Missionary Bishop for Africa, 
died in Monrovia, Liberia, January 30, 1875. His episcopal juris- 
diction being limited to that country, we had but little intercourse 
with him. Indeed, some of our number never saw him. His per- 
sonal and official record is a good one. He was a man of Chris- 
tian integrity and official fidelity. 

As we presume your body, in accordance with usage, will 
provide for a fitting memorial service for these deceased Bishops, 
we deem it inappropriate for us to say more respecting them in 
this address. 

The last General Conference elected the Rev. Thomas M. 
Eddy, D.D., a Secretary of the Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Dr. Eddy entered upon the duties of his 
office promptly. He prosecuted his work with wisdom and devo- 
tion and great success until the 7th day of October, 1874, when, 
in a most blessed and triumphant manner, he Biered into glory. 

The General Conference of 1872 elected the Rey. Nelson E. 
Cobleigh, D.D., LL.D., Editor of the “ Methodist Advocate,” at 
Atlanta, Georgia. He was early at his post, and discharged his 
duties with ability and fidelity until February 1, 1874, when he 
was suddenly removed by death. 
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At the same time, and by the same body, the Rev. Dallas D. 
Lore, D. D., was elected Editor of the ‘‘ Northern Christian Advo- 
cate.” Dr. Lore had held that position the eight preceding years, 
He resumed and prosecuted his editorial labors with his accus- 
tomed zeal and ability until the 2oth day of June, 1875, when he 
was smitten with apoplexy, and died in a few hours. 

Since the last General Conference eighteen ministers, who 
were members of that body, have died. Most of them had held 
important positions in the Church, and all of them were ministers 
of great merit. Of the laymen who were members of the last 
General Conference, three have departed this life. They were 
beloved, and honored, and useful members of the Church. The 
death of so large a number of our brethren, who were in the 
counsels, and shared the responsibilities, of the last General,Con- 
ference, admonishes us that we may soon be summoned to ac- 
count for the manner in which we discharge the grave duties to 
which we are called as members of this representative body. 

Since the adjournment of the last General Conference, under 
its enabling act, the following Conferences have been formed, 
namely: East Oregon and Washington, Southern German, West 
Texas, South Kansas, and Southern California, 

God has so blessed us in our health, and so favored us in our 
plans and efforts, that we have been able to attend all the ses- 
sions of all the Annual Conferences in the United States and 
Territories. 

The last General Conference adopted the following resolution, 
namely: 

“ Resolved, That our Bishops be requested to give to our Foreign 
Missions such Episcopal supervision during the ensuing four 
years as will promote the best interests of the work, including 
personal visitation, if in their judgment that be necessary.” 

At the first meeting of our Board after the adjournment of that 
Conference, the state of our Foreign Missions was very carefully 
considered by us. The reasons for personal visitation were 
thoroughly examined and discussed. As the result of these de- 
liberations, to Bishop Harris was assigned the duty of visiting the 
missions in Japan, China, India, Turkey, Italy, Switzerland, Ger- 
many, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. He left New York the 
1st of May, 1873, sailed from San Francisco early in the month 
following, and arrived in New York the latter part of October, 
1874, having completed the circuit of the globe. 

Bishop Foster, by appointment of his colleagues, visited our 
missions in Europe in the summer of 1873, and then sailed from 
Liverpool for South America, giving to our missions in that coun- 
try the first episcopal visit they ever received. 

In 1873 Bishop Haven, and in 1874 Bishop Simpson, visited 
Mexico, to counsel and assist in the organization and establish- 
ment of our new and important mission in that country. 

In July, 1875, Bishop Simpson presided over the annual meet- 
ing of our Italian Mission, which was held in the city of Milan. 
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He proceeded thence to Heilbronn, in Germany, where he held 
the Mission Conference of Germany and Switzerland. He after- 
ward presided over the annual meetings of the missions in Den- 
mark, Sweden, and Norway. Bishop Foster visiting our missions 
in Europe in 1873, Bishop Harris visiting them on his way home 
from the East in 1874, and Bishop Simpson visiting them in 1875, 
those missions have had direct episcopal supervision three years 
since the last General Conference. 

At our semi-annual meeting in Chicago, in 1875, we made ar- 
rangements for one of the Bishops to attend the Liberia Confer- 
ence. More than one of our number were willing to make that 
visitation. It was proposed that he should take a trading vessel, 

which would visit all the colonies, and remain in the different 
- ports sufficiently long to enable hii to visit the missionaries, and 
examine the Churches and schools, the character and extent of 
the population in each place, and all other matters pertaining to 
our missionary interests, and after attending the Conference, re- 
turn in the same vessel. This was the safest and cheapest way 
in which the visitation could possibly be made, costing in all 
some three or four hundred dollars. When, as we supposed, the 
arrangements were completed, the missionary authorities in New 
York declined to grant the funds to defray the necessary travel- 
ing expenses for the visitation, but referred the matter to the Gen- 
eral Misstonary Committee, to meet in the following November, 
which rendered it impracticable to make the visitation in time to 
meet the Liberia Conference, or in time to return and report to 
this body. 

The following are the reasons why the Bishops judged a per- 
sonal visitation necessary in this case. No superintendent from 
this country had visited that mission since 1853, when Bishop 
Scott presided at the Liberia Conference, examined the condition 
of the country and the state of our missions, and made a very in- 
teresting and useful report thereon, The superintendency of the 
missionary Bishops, though quite satisfactory to that Conference, 
failed to inspire the zeal and awaken and direct the enterprises of 
the Church in that country as largely as it was hoped would be 
the case when they were elected. Their reports to the Missionary 
Board and home Churches did not keep alive the interest which 
for many years was felt in that, our oldest, foreign mission. For 
some years past the General Committee and Board have reduced 
the appropriations to that Conference. The work, though in 
some respects and to a limited extent:successful, has languished 
for the want of adequate support. It appeared to us that the 
Church ought to do either more or less for that field. To enable 
the proper authorities to wisely determine which, we deemed a 
personal examination of its condition and prospects highly desir- 
able. We also judged that such attention on the part of the 
General Superintendents as would be involved in the personal 
visit of one of their number to their Churches, to their schools, to 
the homes of the missionaries, and by his presiding over their 
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Conference, would afford them great encouragement in their work, 
and by his counsel and direction they would be enabled more 
wisely to employ the men and means they have. In view of the 
decease of Bishop Roberts, we apprehended that the future super- 
vision of that Conference would be one of the important questions 
to which you would find it necessary to give attention. We 
thought possibly, that by a personal examination of the con- 
dition of that Conference, and a report to your body, we might 
aid you in making an effective and satisfactory arrangement for 
such superintendency. 

The last General Conference appointed the Bishop who should 
attend the Mission Conference of Germany and Switzerland a 
fraternal delegate to the British and Irish Conferences. _Accord- 
ingly, Bishop Harris, who presided at that Conference in 1874, 
also visited the British Conference as the official representative of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Rev. J. A. McCauley, D.D., 
his associate delegate, being with him, and sharing the respon- 
sibilities and services of the deputation. Circumstances be- 
yond their control prevented both of them from attending the 
Irish Conference, which event they deeply regretted, and in this 
disappointment we believe the Church generally shared. 

Former General Conferences have called on the Bishops visit- 
ing our Foreign Missions, and the fraternal delegates to the above 
named Conferences, to make special reports. We have, therefore, 
referred to these services in the briefest manner. We have all 
been present at the annual meetings of the General Missionary 
Committee, except those who were out of the country at the time 
on visits to our foreign missions. Most of us have been present 
at the annual meetings of the General Committee on Church Ex- 
tension. A few of our number, by reason of the pressure of other 
duties, have been absent from some of these meetings. 

The last General Conference instructed the Bishops to procure 
new charters for the Missionary, Sunday-school, and Tract So- 
cieties, containing certain specified principles and provisions. 
We applied to Judges Fancher and Reynolds and Chancellor 
Runyon to draft charters conformable to those instructions, which 
service they cheerfully performed. The Legislature of New York 
granted the charters in the form submitted to it, and these sev- 
eral societies have organized and are now acting under these 
charters. 

We were also instructed to procure a charter for the Church 
Extension Society, containing like principles and provisions, but 
before the forms were prepared by the counsel selected the man- 
agers of the Church Extension Society applied for, and received a 
charter from, the Legislature of Pennsylvania. This charter did 
not contain all the provisions which the General Conference di- 
rected, but it placed the Board wholly under the control of the 
General Conference at its present session, and as it was desirable 
there should be no antagonism, the Bishops did not deem it wise 
to take further action. 
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In pursuance of the action of the last General Conference the 
Bishops appointed a Commission to prepare and report to this 
body a succinct Code of Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence and Pro- 
cedure. The Commission consists of the Rev. John Miley, D.D., 
the Rev. John B. Wentworth, D.D., the Rev. F.C. Holliday, D.D., 
the Hon. William Lawrence, the Hon. L. J. Critchfield and the 
‘Hon. G. G. Reynolds. 

The Bishops were requested by the General Conference of 
1872 to appoint in each State and Territory a legal adviser for 
the Board of Church Extension, which appointments were duly 
made and reported to the Secretary of that Board. 

The General Conference of 1872 resolved to appoint a dele- 
gation, consisting of two ministers and one layman, to bear 
the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal Church to 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,. 
South, at its next ensuing session, and by further action author- 
ized the Bishops to appoint the said delegation; and, in pursu- 
ance of this authority, we appointed the Rev. A. S. Hunt, D.D., 
the Rev. C. H. Fowler, D.D., and General Clinton B. Fisk, as the 
delegates. These brethren visited the General Conference of 
that Church at its session in Louisville, Kentucky, in May, 1874. 
Their reception and treatment were truly fraternal, and the dele- 
gates will in due time report to this body. 

Our -Foreign Missionary work, excepting, perhaps, in Liberia, 
has continued to have a natural and healthy growth in the fields 
occupied before the last General Conference; and in accordance 
with plans then existing, important and encouraging missions have 
been planted in Japan and Mexico. A larger number of mission- 
aries has consequently been required and sent out. As the recent 
missionary contributions have been injuriously affected by the 
financial condition of the country, it has been found necessary to 
curtail expenditures in all other departments of the work. We 
think that this has been done. with good judgment by the Gen- 
eral Committee and the Board, but not without disadvantage to 
the missions. The present indebtedness of the Society is of suf- 
ficient importance to call for your special consideration. 

The present aggregate of Sunday-school statistics is as follows: 
19,287 schools, 207,182 officers and teachers, and 1,406,168 schol- 
ars, being an increase during the last four years of 1,732 schools, 
13,203 officers and teachers, and 138,426 scholars. These figures 
show the importance of this interest, and the correspondence of 
its growth with that of the Church. 

Our Tract Society is one of our oldest benevolences, and con- 
tinues to be an important auxiliary of the evangelistic work of 
the Church both at home and abroad. 

The work of the Church, through the Boards of Church Exten- 
sion and the Freedmen’s Aid Society, is of more recent date. 
This fact may give them a claim to your particular attention and 
care. The aid which the former has rendered to needy societies, 
especially in the destitute and frontier portions of our extended 
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country, entitles it to the continued confidence and support of 
the Church. 

The Freedmen’s Aid Society is the principal agency of the 
Church in affording the means of education to the large and de- 
pendent population for whose benefit it was established. The 
work which it is doing is indispensable to the success of our 
efforts to promote the welfare of this portion of our people. It 
has been able to establish a large number of institutions, some of 
them of high grade. Although its funds have regularly increased 
during each year of the quadrennium, they are by no means ade- 
quate to the necessities of the cause, and in prosecuting this 
work hereafter we must still appeal to the benevolence and lib- 
erality of our people. 

The work of education has lost none of its interest to the 
people, and none of its usefulness to the Church. Our seminaries, 
our colleges, and our theological schools, have been well sustained, 
and are carrying on successfully their legitimate work. It is ex- 
pected that the centennial contributions of this year will largely 
increase their resources. 

We have but briefly referred to these departments of our Church 
work, as full reports may be expected from those having them in 
charge. 

The General Conference of 1856 directed that thereafter the 
statistical tables of our General Minutes should show the number 
of members of our Church who died during each year. These 
tables now show that during the nineteen years which have 
elapsed since this rule went into effect 252,945 members of the 
Church and 1,600 ministers, have finished their probation, and 
have gone to their account. It is reasonable to suppose that 
most of these died in the Lord, and have been transferred to the 
Church triumphant. How glorious is this work of garnering 
redeemed souls in heaven! : 

During the four years since the last General Conference 73,674 
members of the Church have died, and 476 ministers, giving an 
aggregate on the death-roll of 74,150. The net increase of the 
membership during the same time was 159,236, and of ministers 
1,224, making the total net increase 160,460. If to this number 
we add the number of those who have died, as stated above, the 
result will show that 234,610 persons have within the past four 
years been admitted to the fellowship of the Church. 

The number of’members, as reported in the Minutes of 1875, 
was 1,580,559, and the number of ministers was 10,923, giving a 
total number of communicants of 1,591,482. The Conferences 
which have met since the rst of January last report a net increase 
of 50,974, and if this increase be added to the aggregate, as re- 
ported in the Minutes of 1875, the result will show the present 
membership of the Church to be 1,642,456. 

The whole number of churches reported in the General Min- 
utes of 1875 was 15,633, whose total estimated value was 
$71,350,234, being an increase (during the four years) of 1,193 
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churches, and of $14,441,334 in their estimated value. The 
number of parsonages was 5,017, and their estimated value 
$9,731,628, being an increase (during the same period) in the 
number of parsonages of 708, and of $1,944,824 in their esti- 
mated value. 

This increase in the ministry and membership, and in the cor- 
porate wealth of the Church, shows how greatly God has prospered 
us during the term of which we are speaking, and is an evidence 
that neither the ministry nor membership of the Church has de- 
clined in spirituality and devotion to God and his cause. 

While our hearts are filled with gratitude and praise to God for 

his goodness to us as a Church and people, we rejoice to make 
-mention of the prosperity God has vouchsafed to the other 
branches of Methodism in America. It is also a high satisfaction 
to us to know that the other evangelical Churches of this land have 
shared largely in the outpouring of the Divine Spirit, and have 
been earnestly and successfully engaged in evangelistic labors. 
These cheering facts afford assurance of the continued progress 
and ultimate triumph of evangelical Protestantism in this land. 

From the Journals of the Annual Conferences, which will be 
before you for your examination, and from your personal knowl- 
edge, you will be able to understand the manner in which we 
have discharged the duties-required of us as the General Superin- 
tendents of the Church. It is a gréat satisfaction to us to know, 
that every four years our administration of the important trust 
committed to us is reviewed by the highest authority oft he 
Church. If we have erred in judgment, or failed in the practi- 
cable discharge of our duties, it is most desirable that we should 
understand our errors, and be able to modify our administration 
accordingly. If our administration has been judicious and useful, 
and the General Conference should approve it, such action will 
perpetuate that confidence which the Church has heretofore uni- 
formly given to her chief pastors. a 

To enable you.the better to judge of our administration, we 
consider it expedient to state some of the principles by which we 
have been governed. Even if our administration had not been 
criticised, such statement would not be inappropriate; but as it 
has been criticised, it is certainly fitting and appropriate that such 
statement should be made. 

It has seemed to us that a Church organization and government 
which have stood nearly a century, and which have been found 
well adapted to all phases of society and changes of public senti- 
ment and conditions of the public mind, in the newest settle- 
ment, in the oldest State, in the rural district, in the crowded 
city, in heathen lands, in civilized countries, under the reign of 
royalty, in our great Republic, in time of peace, in time of war, 
among the fowest and most ignorant, among the highest and most 
learned, every-where and all the while pre-eminently useful and 
proving itself to be one of the most aggressive and one of the 
most progressive forms of Christianity in the world, 1s too vener- 
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able and too sacred to receive any other than the most profound 
consideration and the most jealous guardianship. Thus im- 
pressed, we have endeavored, by our example and teaching, to 
promote a just appreciation of our Discipline and usages. 

The connectional character of our Church we regard as of the 
highest importance and greatest utility. An army in detach- 
ments, under independent authorities, would be feeble and ineffect- 
ive in comparison with the same army moved by one supreme 
authority, having unity of purpose and action. Germany under 
the Empire is much more potential among the nations of the 
earth than when under the government of independent petty 
sovereignties; so the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the sublime 
unity of her grand purpose, and under the government and direc- 
tion of the General Conference as her supreme authority, is much 
mightier in her action and influence than she could possibly be in 
independent divisions. She can better antagonize great errors, con- 
tend with enormous vices, overthrow combinations of wickedness, 
and forward the triumphs of divine truth and grace in the earth. 

The Methodist Episcopal Church is not a confederacy of 
eighty-one Annual Conferences, nor a mere association of some 
nine thousand pastoral charges. It is a simple body, of which 
these pastors and Churches and Conferences are component 
parts, and all members one of another. For by one spirit are we 
all baptized into one body. Whether in America, or in Africa, or 
in Europe, or in Asia, we have been all made to drink into one 
spirit; and this incorporation is so actual and so vital, that if one 
member suffer all the members suffer with it, or if one member 
be hanored all the members rejoice with it. Consequently, the 
members should have the same care one for another. We cannot 
give attention to one portion of the Church to the neglect of . 
another portion. This General Conference cannot rightfully leg- 
islate for one part of the Church to the disadvantage of another 
part of the Church. The legislation of this General Conference, 
the administration of the General Superintendents, and the over- 
sight of each pastor, must be with equal eye to all, as their 
exigencies and interests demand. There is no constitutional 
way by which any member or members can be excluded from the 
Church or placed beyond her supervision and pastoral oversight, 
except by judicial process for wrong doing. 

The connectional character of the Church is maintained largely 
by the law of affinity. The agreement in doctrines, the same- 
ness of religious experience, and the similarity of usages which pre- 
vail throughout the connecticn, give us oneness of character, and 
assimilate us into one body. Where men think and feel the same, 
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The great agencies of the Church are bonds of union. 

The nearly 20,000 Sunday-schools, auxiliary to the Sunday- 
school Union of the Church, and the more than 1,400,000 chil- 
dren in these schools, under the tuition of more than 200,000 
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officers and teachers, constitute an organized cadet force which 
promises in the near future to add greatly to the strength and 
efficiency of the Church. The more specifically Methodistic 
their religious training is, the greater will be the power and use- 
fulness they will contribute to her future unity and progress. If 
they are not taught the scriptural character of our doctrines; if 
they do not have explained to them our Church polity; if in their 
Sunday-school years they are not enlisted in the support of our 
institutions and benevolent agencies, but are left to believe that 
any other Church will be as useful to them as ours, we must bear 
the blame if they are easily proselyted from us, or if they grow up 
to be dissatisfied and restless members of the Church. 

Our Missionary Society, with its numerous auxiliaries, is an- 
other of these bonds of connectional union. The Parent Society, 
as the central organ, like the heart of the human body, receiving 
from all the veins of the Church her missionary blood, and then 
sending it through all her arteries to every extremity of the 
Church to nourish and support the whole, is an indissoluble tie 
between all the parts of the Church, however distant from each 
other. Every preacher on an obscure circuit or a border mission, 
who is laboring and suffering on a very inadequate support for 
his family, and yet encouraging his people from their very poverty 
to contribute to the treasury of the Society, and the humblest 
member and the infant Sunday-school scholar who contribute 
their pennies and their prayers to this cause, as well as the mis- 
sionaries in the foreign field, are all real factors in this great 
united work of evangelism. This not only binds us together, but 
also equalizes the dignity and honor of all the labor¢ers in the sight 
of God and in the annals of eternity. 

The Book Concern has also exerted a unifying power upon the 
Church. Its books and its periodicals have generally had that 
tendency. Its management has been in the interests of the whole 
connection. So long as it shall be conducted on these principles, 
and its profits shall be appropriated for a palpable and common 
interest, it will still have that influence. But if it shall ever fail 
in either of these respects it will not only lose its centripetal 
force, but become a source of contention and strife, if not a cause 
of corruption and disintegration. 

Clearly convinced that these institutions greatly promote the 
unity of the Church, as well as its extension and progress, we 
have felt it our duty, as far as our authority and opportunity 
would permit, to labor for their greatest prosperity. : 

The General Superintendency has always been, and still con- 
tinues to be, a strong bond of unity. Watching, with an impartial 
eye, the conditions and wants of all portions of the Church, and 
the labors and interests of all the ministers; holding the same re- 
lation to all, and having a common sympathy with all, without 
special obligations to any; strictly amenable to the General Con- 
_ference for their character and administration, where every mem- 

ber and every minister has a right to challenge their every exercise 
26 
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of authority, the General Superintendents, so far as their relation to 
the ministers and Churches is concerned, are well prepared to travel 
through the connection ‘at large, and oversee the temporal and 
spiritual interests of the Church. Having been thus employed 
during the ecclesiastical year, they meet, and report and consider 
the condition, both temporal and spiritual, of all parts of the 
Church. Our interchangeable administration in the Conferences 
makes several members of the Board, by personal inspection and 
observation, acquainted with the more recent condition of each 
particular part of the work, and thus gives us a united judgment 
upon the state and claims of every part of the field. This judg- 
ment thus formed has been sought, and sometimes deferred to, by 
the General Missionary Committee, and also by the General Com- 
mittee on Church Extension, in dividing their funds, and not un- | 
frequently, on different subjects, by former General Conferences. 

And what is also of great importance, it enables the Superintend- 
ents to understand where ministers are needed, the qualifica- 
tions required for the exigencies of the work, and by transfer and 
otherwise to meet such necessities, thus providing for the poorer 
and more difficult fields of labor, and the advancing aggressive 
action of the Church. To a limited extent, it enables us to meet 
‘the urgent emergencies of ministers and their families by chang- 
ing their climate in cases of sickness, and,by placing them where 
their family wants and educational necessities are more fully met. 
This can only be done partially, but much more extensively than it 
can be done by any other Church; and the amount of ministerial 
health and service thus preserved and secured to the Church can 
only be known and appreciated by those who are parties to it. 

Owing to the great extent of the connection, we can perceive 
no other way by which a uniform administration can be maintained; 
and without uniformity—without oneness of executive authority 
and administration—we do not see how the unity, the connec- 
tional character, of the Church can be preserved. Our profound 
convictions on this subject have led us to great care and constant 
effort to secure a uniform administration. 

It is no wonder that, so far as making the appointments is con- 
cerned, our administration should be sharply criticised by parties 
in interest. In those denominations where ministers are left to 
find their own pastoral relations, if they fail to secure such as they 
judge themselves adapted to and desire, there is no third party of 
whom they can complain. In our Church, when they fail to re- 
ceive such appointments as they deem suitable for themselves, 
they complain of the Presiding Elders and the Bishops. This is 
perfectly natural. Every one who has any official agency in mak- 
ing appointments must take it into account. In performing this 
difficult and responsible part of our official duty, we have con- 
stantly kept in view the interests of the work and the interests of 
the preachers. Before any one can intelligently criticise the ap- 
pointments of an Annual Conference, he must carefully consider 
the fact that every appointment is entitled to receive a preacher, 
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and every effective preacher is entitled to receive an appointment. 
This other fact must also be considered, that the Bishops cannot 
alter the character of the pastoral charges, nor the endowments or - 
aptitudes of the preachers. They must take these as Providence 
has furnished them, and adapt the pastoral relations between them 
as happily and usefully as they may be able to do after the most 
careful and prayerful consideration of the circumstances and 
claims of all the preachers and of the Churches. 

Perhaps the most important and responsible duty in the work 
of making the appointments is, that of selecting the Presiding 
Elders. Undoubtedly, if we had given to the presiding eldership 
a prior claim to all other appointments, we might in some in- 
stances have filled it more’ popularly. But if we uniformly give 
the office this pre-eminence, how are we to provide for our educa- 
tional work and for our chief pulpits? Can our literary institu- 
tions and these pulpits spare the men of whose services they 
would be deprived by such a principle of administration? And 
will those ministers who share these eligible appointments be 
content to exchange them for this work of more privation, greater 
hardship, and less compensation, notwithstanding it is a work of 
so great responsibility and usefulness? Or, is it at all certain that 
these men, were they assigned to districts, would more wisely or 
more usefully exercise the functions of the presiding eldership ? 
Could any thing be more unreasonable than for Churches which, 
as they suppose, have the best ministerial gifts in their pastors, to 
require better than the best gifts in their Presiding Elders? or 
could. any thing be more ungracious than for such Churches and 
pastors to depreciate their Presiding Elders, because they do not 
increase their congregations at their quarterly visitations ? 

In filling this office, while duly considering the other appoint- 
ments, we have sought for it men whose Christian character and 
standing in the ministry would secure for them the respect and con- 
fidence of both preachers and people, and whose practical wisdom, 
knowledge of our Discipline and usages, and kind spirit, would ena- 
ble them to adjust difficulties whenever they arise in the Churches; 
advise the inexperienced preachers (of whom more are now put in 
charge than formerly) in the administration of discipline; guide and 
encourage the Churches in their aggressive work, and judiciously 
counsel in the arranging of the appointments at the Conference. 

In some instances, where the size of the district and its conse- 
quent labors would permit, we have appointed men who, by long 
service or sickness, have lost some of their physical force, but 
whose wisdom and experience qualified them admirably in all 
other respects for the office. What layman or minister who has 
the least magnanimity is not devoutly thankful that the severities 
of our itinerancy can be thus slightly mitigated, and that such 
men can still be employed to good advantage in the general work ? 
Nevertheless, an examination will show that the great majority of 
those appointed presiding elders have been youngish men, or 
ministers in the very strength of their manhood. 
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As divisions sometimes arise in Conferences, growing out of local 
causes which generate a partisan spirit, in which case the minority 
has no protection but in the authority of the president of the Con- 
ference, we have been careful to see that both in selecting the 
presiding elders, and in determining the other appointments, all 
should receive equal consideration. 

In appointing presiding elders, as in all other appointments, we 
have sought to meet the wishes as well as the wants of those im- 
mediately concerned as fully as conflicting claims and interests 
would permit. How fully we have succeeded in this department 
of our work you must judge from your own observations; from 
the wonderful exemption of the Church from protracted conten- 
tions and strifes; from the marvelous acquiescence of both peo- 
ple and preachers in the appointments when made, and the great 
usefulness of the pastoral relations so formed. 

The true Church has always preached the Gospel to the poor. 
This has been characteristic of Methodism throughout its history. 
It is not only Christ-like, but it is expedient. The Church which 
preaches to most of the poor of this generation, other things being 
equal, will preach to most of the rich in the next generation. 
While we have not been inattentive to the pastoral and spiritual 
interests of the more wealthy of our congregations, we have been 
especially desirous to provide for the religious necessities of the 
poor; hence the new and more needy parts of the work have 
received our especial consideration and care. 

While it is proper that every government should, in its organic 
law, make provision for changes which may become necessary, and 
prescribe the method of effecting the same, yet it appears to us a 
monstrous absurdity that any government, civil, military, or ec- 
clesiastical, should allow men to whom the administration of its 
affairs has been intrusted to use their office, or executive author- 
ity, Or opportunity, to overthrow or modify the same. We, there- 
fore, have resisted the pressure brought to bear upon us since the 
last General Conference, which sought to induce us to restrict 
our labors and administration to Episcopal districts, and have 
continued to meet the explicit requirement of the Discipline to 
travel through the connection at large. We regard it a very gross 
solecism to say that a districted Bishop is an itinerant general 
superintendent. On this subject the Bishops, in their Address to 
the General Conference of 1852, spoke more at length. 

Perhaps our office and work lead us to think more about the 
future of the Church than we would do but for our special duties. 
Be this as it may, whenever we meet for consultation, it is a sub- 
ject of intense interest and of earnest and prayerful consideration 
and study. When we contemplate the great number of her min- 
isters and members, the perfectness and power of her organiza- 
tions, her vast resources of men and money, her educational and 
publishing facilities and arrangements, the vantage ground she 
occupies by her strategic positions in so many of the nations of 
the earth, the gracious manner in which God has blessed and 
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prospered her in the past, his infinite readiness to bless her still 
more abundantly in the future, and the grandeur of her possibilities 
in the time to come, we are overwhelmed with the weight of our 
responsibilities in superintending such immense interests. At the 
same time, this glorious prospect of the advancement and achieve- 
ments of the Church in her coming history is an inspiration to 
us to call mightily on God to help us, and to go forward in the 
faithful discharge of our important duties. 

For the reason given before, we have judged it due to our- 
selves, to the General Conference, to which we are amenable, to 
the whole Church, indeed to the Christian public, that with the 
utmost frankness and candor we should make this declaration 
of the principles, sentiments, and purposes which have constrained, 
and guided, and governed us in our official duties, and in meeting 
the grave responsibilities which have rested upon us. 

You will infer from this statement, and the Church will infer 
from it also, that your Bishops have not considered themselves 
Church architects, employed to examine an antiquated and dilap- 
idated edifice, and to show how it can be remodeled and modern- 
ized and improved; but that, on the contrary, they have under- 
stood themselves called to be general superintendents of a glorious 
temple, its walls salvation and its gates Praise; a temple built 
by God; built on the Rock of Ages, and built for the ages: that 
it is their office and work to see that its doors stand open night 
and day; that its ight is shining clear, and strong, and far; that its 
voice of instruction, and admonition, and invitation, and entreaty is 
breaking upon the ear of humanity every-where and all the time; 
that its altars are all aglow with the fervors of love and the fires of 
devotion, converts flying as a cloud and as doves to their windows ; 
all nations flowing into it, and the glory of Immanuel filling it. 

Brethren of the General Conference! have we correctly appre- 
hended the character, polity, interests, and spirit of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church? Have we rightly understood our office and ob- 
ligation? We shall wait with profound interest and due submission 
the answer which your action shall furnish to these questions. 

We do earnestly invoke the Divine blessing upon your persons 
and upon your deliberations. 

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all: that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in 
us, unto Him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen.” 


EDMUND S. JANES, | RANDOLPH S. Foster, 
Levi Scort, Isaac W. WILEY, 
MATTHEW SIMPSON, STEPHEN M. MERRILL, 
EpwArp R. AMES, Epwarp G. ANDREWS, 
THomMAS BOWMAN, GILBERT HAVEN, 
Witiiam L. Harris, Jesse T. PECK. 


BALTIMORE, JZay 3, 1870. 
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2 —Journal, page 40. 
CENTENNIAL ADDRESS OF THE BISHOPS. 


To THE PasToRS AND CONGREGATIONS OF THE METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 
BRETHREN AND FRiENDs: Your Bishops and Delegates in Gen- 
eral Conference, assembled this first day of May, A.D. 1876, hasten 
to urge your hearty compliance with the order, taken four years 
ago, for the celébration in all our churches of the Centenary of 
American Independence. This order provides both for suitable 
commemorative services in our Conferences and congregations, 
and for liberal thank-offerings to Christian education. Its par- 
ticulars are set forth in the Appendix to the Discipline of 1872, 
and need not be here recited. Most of the Conferences have 
taken the action thereby required; the Bishops have issued 
the requested programme of public worship, and contributions 
in behalf of many of our schools and colleges are already begun. 
We earnestly entreat you to complete the scheme thus inau- 
gurated. Throughout our whole communion let thanksgiving, 
prayer, and memorial discourse declare and increase our gratitude 
to the Sovereign of nations, and our convictions that national well- 
being can be guaranteed only by loyalty to his righteous Govern- 
ment. Let generous gifts, devoted in permanence to the Chris- 
tian training of youth, and thereby to the highest service of the 
State, attest the love we bear to our country and its institutions. In 
this day of rejoicing, as in past days of trial, let it be seen that the 
free Church is pre-eminently the friend and ally of the free State. 
This special religious commemoration will not withhold you 
from the secular celebrations by which the whole people will 
mark the occasion. On the contrary, a community of history, of 
interests, and of destiny will insure a community of patriotic sen- 
timent and action. In company with your fellow-citizens, you 
will joyfully review the land which God has given us; the annals 
of our colonial settlement and training; the fit time and men and 
deeds of the revolutionary struggle; the formation of a more per- 
fect union under a constitution of consummate wisdom; the mar- 
velous increase of our territory, our population, and our resources; 
our triumph in arts and in arms; our progress in science, litera- 
ture, and education; our undecayed faith in the self-evident 
truths of the great declaration, and their recent stupendous re-as- 
sertion in the emancipation and enfranchisement of a servile 
population more numerous than that of the colonies at the Revo- 
lution; our contributions to ‘the nations from which we sprang, 
and our predestined part in the great drama of human history ; and, 
in fine, all the facts and all the forces which have made the century 
memorable, and which presage a more signal future. With your 
fellow-citizens you will also solicitously study, and, as far as possi- 
ble, remedy the evils which threaten our national life, issuing, some 
of them, from the defects of our political system and methods, some 
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from sectional antipathies and aspirations, some from the antago- 
nism of social.classes, some from the machinations of a foreign spir- 
itual despotism, but all having their power for harm in the lament- 
able prevalence of individual ignorance, indifference, and vice. 
Upon all these assemblies of the people we invoke the spirit of 
concord, of patriotism, and of wisdom. May they fitly introduce a 
century of larger civil good than the world has yet known—a cen- 
tury of wider intelligence and better morals, of liberty and order 
more perfectly allied, of confirmed unity, peace, and prosperity ! 
But the patriot who is also an intelligent Christian surveys a wider 
horizon than his fellow-citizen. He interprets and values all centu- 
ries andnations by their relations to the kingdom and glory of Christ. 
He must, therefore, be moved by profounder sentiments, and recog- 
nize higher duties on such an occasion as this; for to the American 
Christian his own land and time seem to have been designated for 
peculiar illustrations of the divine kingdom, and for special and 
large contributions to it. Here has flourished a government historic- 
ally deduced from the Christian principles of equality and brother- 
hood—“ a government from the people, by the people, and for the 
people.” Here the Church, made independentof the State, has illus- 
trated the simplicity, the freedom, and the vigor of ancient Chris- 
tianity. Here a nation, growing within the century from three to 
forty millions, and overspreading vast regions recently occupied by 
the savage and the wild beast, has so maintained and diffused the 
‘faith, that the increase of churches, of communicants, of schools 
distinctly consecrated to Christ, and of organized Christian chari- 
ties, has relatively outstripped the increase of population. Here the 
human spirit of Christianity has been signally exemplified in gener- 
ous hospitality to aliens, in the mitigation of penal laws, in protec- 
tion and opportunity given to woman, in care for the rights and 
interests of labor, in the overthrow of slavery, in war waged against 
intemperance, and in successful effort for international arbitra- 
tion. Here have been added to the visible agencies by which the 
world shall be subjugated to Christ a free, great, and enlightened na- 
tion, and a Church vital with the missionary spirit of its Lord. The 
significance of these facts cannot be over-estimated. They illustrate 
the dependence of social welfare on religion. They are tokens of the 
vitality and beneficence of the Gospel. They are auguries of its fu- 
ture triumphs. They make the land and the century wherein they 
appear conspicuous in the history of redemption. They challenge 
to adoring gratitude. They impose weighty obligations. We must 
not, brethren, be content to stand at this meeting-place of the cen- 
turies at this hour of retrospectand anticipation simply with secular 
and patriotic rejoicing, nor with formal and scanty recognition of 
the great purposes of God in our country’s history. Even beyond 
the measure of other times does the Church now seem to be sum- 
moned to reverent praise and perfect prayer, to a renunciation of 
selfish and worldly aims, for sympathy and co-operation with the 
Lord and Redeemer of mankind, and to a faithful study and use of 
all agencies by which the national life may be wrought into harmony 
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with the divine law and design. Particularly should American 
Methodists thus mark the close of the first century of our national 
history, for our Church is almost coeval with the State. When the 
Declaration of Independence was made, twenty-five ministers and 
less than five thousand members, enrolled in eleven circuits, con- 
stituted the new religious organization. Few would have prophe- 
sied for it a career of distinguished usefulness. But it pleased 
Providence that the new experiment of popular government should 
not lack the quickened moral life on which its success depended. 
In the infant Church had been provided a doctrine, a polity, 
and a spirit singularly fitted to the exigencies of the rising State, 
and destined to contribute largely to its order, unity, and progress. 
Gladly admitting the great usefulness of other Churches, and at- 
tempting no exact estimate of the service of Methodism, we yet 
believe that God has given to it this honor, that by its direct and 
indirect influence upon the national sentiment and character, it 
has been a powerful auxiliary of the Republic, and perhaps the 
indispensable condition of its success. ‘The inheritors of such a 
history will not be unfaithful to the traditions of their fathers. 
May the patriotism which prompted the venerable Asbury and 
his coadjutors to present the first of many addresses by which the 
Churches welcomed Washington to the new government, and 
which the lamented Lincoln, in the crisis of the recent civil war, 
honored in the statement that the Methodist Church “sends more 
soldiers to the field, more nurses to the hospitals, and more prayers 
to heaven than any other,” be not wanting now! We close the 
century in which the State and Church, though in law and in fact 
separate and distinct, have been mutually helpful and co-operative 
to the noblest results. Another century confronts us with greater 
‘possibilities, and, it may be, larger perils. Shall they not summon 
all who bear the name of Methodist both to earnest prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, and to deeds which, even beyond 
those of former days, shall testify loyalty to Christ and his king- 
dom, and intelligent self-sacrificing devotion to the Republic ? 
We re-adopt the resolution by which the last General Conference 
commended Christian education as the proper object of your cen- 
tenary gifts. They express our mature judgment that no other gifts 
to Christian civilization are so fruitful of good. So thought the 
fathers of American Methodism when, near the city where we are 
met, out of their poverty and liberality, they founded Cokesbury 
College. We rejoice that many among us share this opinion, and are 
now, in a state of great financial embarrassment, coming to the res- 
cue of endangered institutions and to the endowment of others. Let 
this work proceed. The resourcesareample. The danger of mis- 
used or hoarded wealth is great. A faithful stewardship demands 
from many of our members deliberate, large, and immediate gifts. 
Every Conference should have its well-provided and vigorous 
seminary. Our colleges and universities should be amply endowed. 
To this work high motivessummonus. The prosperity and perma- 
nence of the Republic. the intelligence and power of the Church, 
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the welfare of our children and children’s children to the latest 
generation, the honor of our Lord, and our final responsibility at 
his bar, all concur to improve and enforce these obligations. 

Praying that you may have wisdom and strength to fully dis- 
charge them, and commending you in all things to the grace of 
God, we remain your brethren in Christ. 


—__. 445 
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PASTORAL ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
1876 TO THE MINISTERS AND MEMBERS OF THE METH- 
ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

DeEaRLy BELOVED: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty 

that we should at this time and in this place call upon you to join 

heartily with us in giving thanks unto the Father, and unto the Son, 
and unto the Holy Ghost. The reasons for thankfulness are too 
many to beenumerated. The wide regions over which we as a peo- 
ple are spread have enjoyed healthfulness and general prosperity 
since our last assembling. Peace has been our constant guest. 

We have been learning economy in the school of necessity, till 

this noble virtue is prized instead of dreaded. Adapting our- 

selves to simpler and stricter habits, we are being prepared for 
better uses in the kingdom of grace. The past four years have 
been marked by activity in all departments of Church life. 

Not the least among the reasons for gratitude is the maturing 
spirit of unity. While all the denominations have been coming 
to a better understanding with each other, and a higher apprecia- 
tion of each other, it is also true that the hosts of our Zion are 
being compacted about the great distinctive features of our doc- 
trines and polity. Some questions have turned the mind of the 
Church toward our denominational life, but this has only ex- 
hibited our’ substantial peace. The cauldron of the Church 
thought has been kept simmering only enough to prevent stagna- 
tion. Our people cherish at the same time the broadest charity 
for other denominations, and the warmest affection for our own, 
We rejoice in unity and contentment. 

We may not omit the oft-mentioned fact of our unprecedented 
growth in numbers, and with profound gratitude we couple this 
with a higher growth in spirituality, manifested in a more general 
and thorough study of the Bible, and in a more comprehensive 
benevolence than were ever known in the past, 

We take this opportunity to call your attention to some great 
continuous lines of duty, Power cannot be unhinged from re- 
sponsibility; and opportunity is power. An open door is the 
divine symbol of duty, 

Foremost among our duties must be placed that of Personal 
Piety. The health of the whole body depends upon the health 
of all the members. When every individual believer 1s a con- 
fessor, so far as he is a professor, then the kingdom of God may 
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be truly said to have come in the Church militant. No vigor of 
organization, no vastness of acquisition, no wealth of scholarship, 
and no power of enthusiasm, can make good any lack in personal 
religious experience. The mission of the Church to each soul is 
salvation. If this is missed all else is irretrievable ruin. Dearly 
beloved, see to it that you have scriptural evidence of saving grace. 
Let integrity distinguish every Methodist. Let membership in our 
Church answer all questions of public honor and private virtue. 
The Family is the divine unit of authority in the life of the Church 
and in the unfolding of government. Here are kindled the altar 
fires, and here are raised the national standards. The Family thus 
belongs peculiarly to God. We ought to have as many family altars 
for daily worship as we have families in Methodism. We must 
save our natural increase, that we may grow by colonization as 
wellas by conquest. It is not too much to ask that every Church 
should be a hospital for the cure of sick souls, and a school for the 
instruction of ignorant souls. The nursery should be kept so care- 
fully that every probationer would mature into a living member. 

Let every Church and pulpit present the Gospel with such 
wisdom and spirit that there shall be no margin of legitimate de- 
mand on which to construct outside agencies.. 

We commend to the whole Church the study of the Bible. 
We commend to the whole Church the study of our standard 
authorities. We commend to the whole Church the study of our 
Discipline. We commend to the whole Church the study of our 
Hymns. Wecommend to the whole Church the systematic study 
of our Catechism in all our Sunday-schools. We are now witness- 
ing the third great impulse to LAY work. The first was at the 
planting of the New Testament Church. The second was at the 
planting of the Methodist Church. The third is at the planting 
of the Church of the future. We may make this third impulse 
Methodist, as the second was made New Testament. Let no 
other Church take our crown. 

_We control to-day the men and munitions necessary for the 
conversion of the world to God in this century. If we consecrate 
- our substance God will send forth the harvesters. The last four 
years have been marked by providential emphasis upon the duty 
of benevolence. God is showing that he gives to men a proba- 
tion for the use of money, as he does for the use of freedom. If 
they prove unworthy of the trust, their day passes never to return. 
God’s cause requires living benefactors. The giving of gifts only 
when they can no longer be withheld, weakens the benefit of the 
example and the virtue of benevolence. God is pleased with 
free gifts. He says to the wealthy believers, “Work while the 
day lasts; the night cometh when no man can work.” “ Occupy 
will IT come.’ The great benevolent enterprises of the Church 
bring all the needy of the race to every believer’s door. Thus 
we all have opportunity according to our ability, and thus the 
chances for growth and greatness are never wanting. 

Some other things claim our attention. Zhe work of Education 
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-cannot be remanded to the State. While we stand around the 
Public Schools in holy and heroic lines for their defense against 
Romanism and skepticism, we must also furnish the necessary ap- 
pliances for higher culture under our own control and amid our 
own influences. We cannot afford to put our coming hosts under 
the training of ungodly men. If we would put our impress upon 
the temple of the future we must work it into the plan, and 
watch the work as it rises toward compietion. Clay must be 
molded before it is burned. May God help us to fashion it into 
the likeness of the Son of man! Methodism must be both warned 
by the aggressions and instructed by the plans of Romanism. If 
we keep our children in our own schools they will lose neither in 
ability nor in availability. They will not be likely either to sink 
into nunneries, or to wander into skepticism. When we and our 
children have. mastered our own periodical and permanent litera- ~ 
ture, we will be largely protected from the weakness of internal 
discontent, and from the power of external assault. Let all the 
Church pray for those who are trying to feed and fashion our youth! 

The great conflict of the near future is already upon us. In 
the struggle against /ztemperance Methodism must present an un- 
broken front. It is too late in our history to need indoctrination 
on that subject. Let us walk in the light we have. Then we shall 
secure blessings from weary women who are at once both wives and 
widows, and from millions of helpless children who are by parental 
appetite plunged into premature and unnatural orphanage. 

Standing where we do this hour, with the old strifes sinking out 
of mind with their obsolete causes, and in the presence of so 
many converging Methodisms, and face to face with the common 
foes of our common convictions and common history, we cannot 
close this epistle of love and solicitude without placing upon the 
heart of all Methodists every-where some sense of gratitude for 
consummating fraternity between long-estranged brothers, and an 
earnest prayer for the hastening of that fullness of time in the 
near future when there shall be one Methodism for mankind. 


——*4o—___—- 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 
4..— Journal, ‘page 107. 


REPORT OF THE DELEGATES APPOINTED TO BEAR THE 
FRATERNAL GREETINGS OF THE GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH TO THE 
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH, SOUTH. 


Immediately after the adjournment of the meeting of the 


Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held in the city of 
New York in November, 1872, the following official announcement 


was made, to wit :— 
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“Tn pursuance of the action of the General Conference, as re- 
cited in the Journal of 1872, pp. 403-440, the following persons 
were appointed as delegates to bear the fraternal greetings of the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church to the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
at its next ensuing session, namely: Rev. Albert S. Hunt, Rev. 
Charles H. Fowler, D.D., and General Clinton B. Fisk. Rev. 
Benjamin F. Crary was appointed alternate for either ministerial 
delegate, and Governor William Claflin was appointed the alter- 
nate of General Fisk.” 

The delegates, thus appointed, met in Cincinnati, Ohio, on the 
4th day of May, 1874. The precise nature of the trust com- 
mitted to us was readily determined, and our views concerning 
the most desirable methods of executing this trust were found to 
be altogether harmonious. On the 6th day of May we proceeded 
to Louisville. On the morning of the 7th we announced our ar- 
rival in the following terms: 


“To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South, now tn session tn Louisville, Ky. : 


“DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We, the undersigned, have 
been appointed by the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to convey the fraternal greetings of said body 
to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. We await your pleasure. 

“Fraternally yours, “ALBERT S. Hunt, 
“CHARLES H. FOWLER, 
“CiLInton B. Fisk.” 


This note was addressed to the venerable senior Bishop, Robert 
Paine, D.D., who took an early occasion to present it to the 
Conference. 

On the motion of Dr. Leroy M. Lee, seconded by Dr. John E. 
Edwards, the following resolution was promptly adopted, to wit : 

“ Resolved, That it be the pleasure of the General Conference to 
receive the Commissioners of the Methodist Episcopal Church on 
to-morrow morning at 10:30 o'clock, to receive the fraternal greet- 
ings they bring to us from their Church, and that the Committee 
on Introductions inform them of the readiness of the Conference 
to receive them at the hour appointed.” 

The intelligence of this action was communicated to us in the 
most cordial manner. Accordingly, on the morning of Friday, 
the 8th day of May, at the hour. designated, the Rev. Leroy M. 
Lee, of the Virginia Conference, the Rev. James E. Evans, of 
the North Georgia Conference, and Simpson Bobo, Esq., of the 
South Carolina Conference, conducted us to the platform. We 
were individually introduced to Bishop M’Tyeire, who occupied 
the chair, and he introduced us individually to each of the seven 
other Bishops, and to the venerable Dr. Lovick Pierce, all of 
whom gave us a most respectful welcome. 
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The Secretary of the Conference then read our letter of cre- 
dentials, as follows : 


“To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, to assemble in Louisville, Kentucky, in May, 1874: 


“Rev. AND DEAR. BRETHREN: The General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, at their session in Brooklyn, 
New York, in 1872, adopted the following preamble and resolu- 
tion :— 

“To place ourselves in the truly fraternal relations toward our 
Southern brethren, which the sentiments of our people demand, 
and to prepare the way for the opening of formal fraternity with 
them, be it hereby 

“* Resolved, That this General Conference will appoint a delega- 
tion, consisting of two ministers and one layman, to convey our 
fraternal greetings to the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, at its next session.’ 

“In carrying out this resolution, the General Conference made 
it the duty of the Bishops to appoint the delegates for which it 
provides. In pursuance of this action the Board of Bishops have 
appointed Rev. Albert S. Hunt, D.D., Charles H. Fowler, D.D., 
and General Clinton B. Fisk, as said “delegates. The Board of 
Bishops also directed the undersigned, the senior members of said 
Episcopal Board, to furnish said delegates with proper credentials. 

“We, therefore, hereby certify that the three brethren above 
named have been duly appointed, by the authority of the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, delegates to bear 
the ‘fraternal greetings’ of the said General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the General Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 

“EDMUND S. JANEs, 

“LEVI SCOra, 

“ MATTHEW SIMPSON, 

“EDWARD R. AMEs, 
“New York, Avil 20, 1874.” “ Commuttee.” 


Our credentials having been thus presented and recognized, 
the presiding Bishop said: 

“BRETHREN OF THE CONFERENCE: On yesterday you set this 
hour for receiving the delegates from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. They are now present with us, and I have the pleasure 
of introducing them to you.” 

The entire body at once rose to greet us. We then addressed 
them in the order in which our names appear in the official papers 
from our Bishops, already given. Copies of these addresses are 
at the service of this General Conference if for any reason they 
should be desired. After the delivery of our addresses a Com- 
mittee of nine was ordered to be appointed by the Chair, to 
whom the whole subject was referred, and Bishop M’Tyeire re- 
sponded to us in these terms: 
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“BRETHREN: We are glad to see you, and to hear your words. 
We hope it will be convenient. for you to spend some days with 
us, sharing the hospitalities of our people, and preaching in our 
pulpits. We invite you to be at home anywhere within our bar, 
or if it please you it will please us better that you be seated on 
the platform. Meantime, the matter of your coming and of 
your communication will be taken by the Conference under most 
respectful consideration, and in due time a response will be 
returned.” 

We accepted the invitation so kindly tendered. On every side 
we were pressed by the most Benerousi ali angions: Amid the 
genial hospitalities of Christian homes, and in all public places, 
we received the most ample evidence of heartiness in the welcome 
which was given us. 

The two ministerial delegates also accepted the invitation to oc- 
cupy their pulpits, and preached on Sabbath, the roth day of 
May, while General Fisk made an address in Library Hall. 

On Wednesday, the 13th day of the month, we felt obliged to 
take our departure, but we were not permitted to do so until we 
had spoken words of farewell to the Conference, and had received 
the following official document, carefully engrossed : 


“To the Rev. Albert S. Hunt, D.D., the Rev. Chas. H. Fowler, D.D., 
and General Clinton B. Fisk, Delegates of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church to the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South : 


‘““ DEAR BRETHREN: The General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, at its session in Louisville, Ky., Wed- 
nesday, May 13, 1874, instructed me to furnish you with a copy 
of a resolution offered on that day by the Hon. James Jackson 
and the Hon. Trusten Polk, and unanimously adopted by a rising 
vote, to wit: 

“* Whereas, The message of Jove and brotherly kindness from 
the Methodist Episcopal Church has been cordially received, and 
has been referred to a Committee of nine, who in due time will 
formally and fraternally reply thereto, 

“* Resolved, That we regret that the distinguished messengers 
sent by that Church cannot remain to await the presentation and 
reception of that report, but understanding that they leave us to- 
day, we are unwilling that they should return home without carry- 
ing with them the knowledge of our appreciation of their Christian, 
courteous, and fraternal bearing among us, and our wishes for 
their future happiness and prosperity.’ 

“ (Signed,) “THomas O. SUMMERS, 
“* Sec. of the Gen. Conf. of the M. E. Church, South, 

““Gen. Conr. Room, LOUISVILLE, Ky., May 13, 1874.” 
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Thus terminated our service as your representatives to the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
It was our aim to discharge the high trust committed to us in 
truth and in love. There is reason to anticipate the presence 
among us, at an early day, of distinguished representatives of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, who have been appointed to 
respond to our greetings. May great grace rest upon each of 
them! Especially would we commend to the tender protection 
of our heavenly Father the venerable patriarch in Methodism, 
the Rev. Lovick Pierce, D.D., who is the chairman of their dele- 
gation. We hope for the speedy coming of the time when our 
intercourse with this sister Church shall be utterly free from un- 
charitable strife; when the love of Him who died for us, working 
mightily in all our hearts, shall prove the solvent of all our misun- 
derstandings; when, as the offspring of a common Methodistic 
parentage, we shall bend all our energies in concordant effort to 
conquer the world for Christ. ALBERT S. Hunt. 

CHARLES H. FOWLER. 
CLINTON B. FIsk. 
BALTIMORE, Mp., May, 1876. 
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CREDENTIALS OF THE DELEGATES OF THE METHODIST 
(FEE PISGCOPAL CHURCH» SOUTER 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, TO ASSEMBLE IN BALTIMORE, MD., IN May, 1876. 


REVEREND AND DEAR BRETHREN: The General Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, at its session in Louis- 
ville, Ky., May 23, 1874, adopted the following resolutions :-— 

“ Resolved, 1. That this General Conference has received with 
pleasure the fraternal greetings of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, conveyed to us by their delegates, and that our College 
of Bishops he, and are hereby, authorized to appoint a delegation, 
consisting of two ministers and one layman, to bear our Christian 
salutations to their next ensuing General Conference. 

“ Resolved, 2. That in order to remove all obstacles to formal 
fraternity between the two Churches, our College of Bishops is 
authorized to appoint a Commission, consisting of three ministers 
and two laymen, to meet a similar Commission authorized by the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and to 
adjust all existing difficulties.” 

I certify that the foregoing is a true copy from the Journal of 
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South. THomAs O. SUMMERS, 

Secretary of the General Conference, 
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In accordance with the first of the forégoing resolutions, I cer- 
tify that the Rev. Lovick Pierce, D.D., and the Rev. James A. 
Duncan, D.D., and Landon C. Garland, LL.D., have been duly 
appointed by the College of Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South. H. N. M’TYEIRE, 

Secretary of the College of Bishops. 

NASHVILLE, April 27, 1876. 


6.—Journal, page 211. 
LETTER OF LOVICK PIERCE, D.D. 


To THE BtsHoPS AND DELEGATES OF THE METHODIST EPISCo- 
PAL CHURCH IN CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED. 


BELOVED BRETHREN: It affords me unspeakable pleasure to ad- 
dress you to-day in the presence of what I suppose to be the 
largest assembly of Methodist ministers and laymen ever present 
at any General Conference before. And this pleasure is greatly 
intensified because I am one of the three fraternal delegates sent 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, to bear to you the 
Christian salutation and greetings of more than seven hundred 
thousand of as loyal Methodists as the sun rises and sets upon. 

I beg your indulgence while I mention a few things which 
crowd in from the memorial past. 

I am addressing you to-day, by the blessing of God, with a past 
history partaking in a large degree of the wonderful. My official 
activity is perhaps a rare instance of human longevity. As a 
regular appointee in this fraternal delegation, I furnish an instance 
to the history of American Methodism, such as I think it likely 
was never known before in one sent abroad on any diplomatic 
ministry; a man in the zznety-second year of his age, and in the 
seventy-second of his effective ministry. 

When this appointment was made it took me greatly by sur- 
prise, as our college of Bishops knew me to be, at least physically, 
unfit for such onerous duties as it involved. But it was because, 
as I was still a live man, there were special reasons why I should 
be one of the present fraternal delegation. 

I had been sent as a lone fraternal messenger from our first 
General Conference, after the division in 1846, to arrange for and 
settle on a basis of intercommunication, so that zwo General Con- 
ferences instead of ove should be all the difference between us. 

To bring about this state of things, we were so deeply anxious 
that we lost no time, but sent a fraternal messenger with plenary 
powers to establish a fraternity of intercourse between us, that 
the world might see we had not fallen out and parted, but simply 
divided, in order that we might carry out our ere work with less 
difficulty and greater success, 

But the General Conference of 1848, for reasons satisfactory to 
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themselves at that time, rejected the fraternal messenger; where- 
upon our fraternal messenger left, after having apprised that 
body that, as things then stood, the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, could never send a fraternal messenger to them; but 
pledging his Church that if ever the Methodist Episcopal Church 
reconsidered its act, and sent to the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, a fraternal delegation, he or they, as the case might, be, 
would be received and treated with true Christian courtesy. And 
he now respectfully appeals to this enlightened body to answer 
whether the Southern Methodist Episcopal Church has not 
redeemed the pledge of Christian’ courtesy to the extent of the 
’ opportunity afforded her? 

With a sad heart the messenger left, foreseeing, as he feared, 
years of alienation and a demoralizing disaffection; and ac- 
cordingly it was followed by a wintry night of twenty-one years 
before any morning star, foretelling the approach of a better day, 
ever rose above the gloomy horizon that encompassed our beloved 
Methodism. This star of hope appeared in the voluntary visit of 
Bishop Simpson and Dr. (now Bishop) Harris to the meeting of 
our Bishops in St. Louis, May, 1869. 

This move was in the right direction, and was followed by 
another in May, 1870, when Bishop Janes, accompanied by the 
same warm-hearted brother, visited us at our General Conference 
in Memphis, Tennessee. They came with hearts brimful of 
loving favor, and made speeches with cordial affection. And 
then your General Conference, in Brooklyn, May, 1872, took up 
the matter in good earnest, and sent to us a noble delegation of 
three fraternal messengers, at our General Conference in Louis- 
ville, May, 1874. This action of your General Conference in 
Brooklyn we regarded as the official recognition of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, as a legitimate organization of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church into a second General Conference 
jurisdiction, as provided for in 1844, by the last. Ecumenical 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Here 
began our official intercourse on this fraternal relation. These 
brethren came to us in love. We received them with loving 
hearts. They did their work nobly and well... That General 
Conference determined to send to you, at this meeting, a like 
delegation, and by the blessing of God we are here. How we 
may do our work will be for you to say. We will never be out- 
done by you in this good work, in as far as Christian comity and 
effort are involved. Neither can we, in this good work, ever 
come in ahead of you. Your delegates were sent to us without 
plenary powers in the pending issue. So, likewise, have we come 
to you. On both sides, it seems that we, in our humbler sphere, 
like John the Baptist, have been sent to prepare the way of the 
Lord in this important fraternal embrace. 

Besides these winning ways, there have been other mighty 
agencies at work, and foremost among them has been your Round 
Lake fraternal camp-meetings. All that go there come back 

27 


418 Journal of the General Conference. [1876, 


thoroughly imbued with the spirit of immediate fraternization ; 
and, but for poverty and our college commencements, hundreds 
of us would have received its fraternal baptism. But the leaven 
of fraternal peace and harmony is in both measures of meal, and 
the whole lump will be leavened. 

As we could not come to you as fraternal messengers clothed 
with power to consummate this desirable end at once, by the 
direction of our General Conference our Bishops have appointed 
a Board of Commissioners, consisting of three clerical and two 
lay members, all select men, to whom we desire to submit the 
work of adjusting all difficulties between us, whether real or 
imaginary, and earnestly ask your concurrence. There are diffi- « 
culties of both kinds in existence, over which, without honorable 
adjustments, it will be impossible to proclaim fraternity. And 
we appeal to this measure as proof of our anxious desire to settle 
all difficulties and disputes between us, in a way alike honorable 
and creditable to our common Methodism. 

We protest against any longer use of the popular phrase “two 
Methodisms,” as between us. There is but ove Episcopal Meth- 
odism in the United States of America, and you and we together 
make up this one Methodism. So deep-rooted was this time- 
honored and Heaven-sanctioned denominational title, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, that when we organized a second jurisdictional 
boundary of it, no other title could be endured. And for both 
divisions to call themselves the Methodist Episcopal Church 
would have been ridiculous. And since to you belonged the 
right to keep the old title without any affix, if you so determined, 
we made ourselves the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The 
affix is derived solely from our southern locality, and leaves us as 
actually the Methodist Episcopal Church as you would be if you 

‘had called yourselves, which by locality you are, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, North. It is a mighty theme, and we are here 
to-day in the Centennial year of our national history, and in the 
morning of our tenth decade, as an organic Church of Christ, to 
celebrate the grand achievements so gloriously won in the nine 
decades just past. And I am here, perhaps the last living work- 
ing man of the pioneer class of itinerant Methodist preachers, 
and glory be to God that I am alive and here! 

We do not believe that these difficulties oughtever to be dis- 
cussed in either General Conference at large. They are delicate, 
sensitive things, never to be settled by chafing speeches, but, as 
we believe, can be speedily prayed and talked to death by a joint 
board of discreet brethren, intent upon Christian peace. 

“ Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity;” since unity, without formal union, is what 
constitutes Christian fraternity, indeed. 

And now let us dwell a moment on the triumphs of Methodism 
in our day and country. 

When I was received on trial as a traveling preacher, in the 
winter of 1804, there were only seven little Annual Conferences 
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in the United States and their Territories. Now there are about 
one hundred and twenty, many of them with nearly as many 
names on their Annual Minutes as were in all the seven infant 
Conferences. In my Alma Mater Conference, when I matricu- 
lated, there were only twenty members, and out of it have grown 
three others, and the four enrolled at least five hundred robust 
names. And as to members, there are as many Methodists 
in Georgia to-day as there were in the whole Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in America when I joined it in 1802. 

Our entrance upon this field was anomalous in this respect, 
that we had to fight our way into notice and approval, not merely 
through embattled hosts of infidels and common unbelievers, but 
especially to lay siege against the old forts and castles of vener- — 
ated dogmas and doctrines. In a word, we had to preach against 
much that was considered the faith and the religion of the 
Church. This we had to do among what was considered the 
Christianized population of the country. 

And yet, notwithstanding all these disadvantages, although we 
are the youngest of the four leading denominations, by the bless- 
ing of God we are to-day, numerically considered, the largest 
body of Church members in America. 

And what is still more noteworthy is, that there is not a Church 
in all the land, that is sound in the faith of Christ, in which is not 
to be found the indoctrination of Methodism in faith and Chris- 
tian experience. Through all the corridors of this great temple 
of Christ—the Christian Church, which is his body—may be heard 
now the responsive notes of salvation from all sin. 

In ninety-two years of our Church existence we have increased 
from a mere beginning to a large fraction over two millions of 
Episcopal Methodists. Then add to these all other types of 
Methodists, though still Methodists, and we closely approximate 
three millions. And then, again, when we count in, according to 
the laws of mortality, all that have died, the Methodists, in these 
ninety-two years, we may well say, Behold and see what God has 
done by us as well as for us! Our record is in heaven great as 
well as in the earth. c 

Brethren, our indebtedness together and our responsibility, at 
this point in our beloved Methodism, ought to become our sole 
burden. For to us much has been given; given, too, in trust. 

As between us, the two great bodies of Episcopal Methodism, 
there is never to be strife as to which of us shall be the greatest, 
in this proud sense. But as the, apostle requires it, there is a 
sense in which we may strive to excel; and I move that it may be 
in the following things: First, in the strictest and closest adherence 
to our distinctive commission as ministers of Christ, “the spread 
of scriptural holiness over these lands,” always remembering 
this well-chosen definition, “scriptural holiness.” To preach it . 
and insist on it as a pastoral minister’s duty will soon satisfy us 
that we cannot successfully preach holiness unless we ourselves 
are leaders in the experience of holiness. Whichever wing of 


420 Journal of the General Conference. tr 876. 


this overshadowing Church would be the wisest, must know that 
whenever the Methodist Church ceases to feel that this is her . 
special ministry, she ceases to be God’s elect body as a Church ; 
and that to avert such awful repudiation she must watch most 
carefully, preach most earnestly and scripturally, and live most 
faithfully, according to this distinctive doctrine of our beloved 
Church. 

That division of this great Church that excels in this grand 
mission will be the chosen bride of Christ as between the north- 
ern and southern Methodist Churches. 

And I am glad to say, the buds, blossoms, and fruits of holiness, 
show beyond denial that the spring-time of a revival of religion is 
upon us, 

And, finally, let us, as two companies of brothers intrusted 
with a most precious patrimonial estate, to enjoy as trustees, and 
enlarge and Increase as guardians for an indefinite posterity, see 
which of us can so use our portion of this Methodist capital as to 
make its per centage of income the test of comparative fidelity, 
industry, and devotion to its polity and its principles of operation, 
as its founders and its fathers turned it over to us. Let us do 
this as brethren of one heart and one mind, of one great aim and 
end, and the future will prove that our division into two Gen- 
eral Conference jurisdictions was a benediction instead of a de- 
privation. We will watch each other only with godly jealousy 
for a faithful propagation of one undivided Methodism. This, in 
as far as it can be so, is my last will and testament, turning over 
to my successors my estate in Methodism. “Finally, brethren, 
farewell; be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace shall be with you.” 

L. Pierce, Delegate. - 
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ADDRESS OF REV. JAMES A. DUNCAN, D.D. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND BRETHREN: As I stand in your presence 
to-day, a solemn joy in my heart: takes precedence of all other 
emotions. The responsibility of my mission and of this hour is 
solemn, but its hope is an inspiration of joy. Around me I be- 
hold the venerable and distinguished representatives of a great 
Church; beyond them are millions.of Methodists in America and 

Europe, who feel deeply concerned in the issues of this hour; 
beyond them, in still more distant circles, stand a great cloud of 
witnesses, composed of all who care for the peace, the unity, 
and the prosperity of the kingdom of, our Lord Jesus; and 
sir, above us is the “general assembly and Church of the first 
born, who are written in heaven,” and among them, high seated 
in their own radiant places, are our sainted fathers; and over all, 
upon. that eternal throne before which we all reverently worship, 
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reigns “the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” In such solemn 
presence, where all dissensions seem profanities, where all tem- 
poral and sectional distinctions disappear, and there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free, neither male nor female, 
but all are one in Christ Jesus, through whom all have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father, and “are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household 
of God” as a humble citizen of that kingdom and member of 
that household, in the name of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, and by her authority as a fraternal messenger, with broth- 
erly kindness in my heart, and words of peace upon my lips, I 
salute you this day as brethren of Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

Mr. President, the Church which I have the honor to represent 
is, aS you are aware, next to your own, the largest body of Meth- 
odists in the world. By our statistics of 1874—the latest I could 
obtain, and I may explain that I presumed upon the presence of 
Dr. Pierce, and that he would sufficiently set forth our latest 
statistics, and when I found he would not be here, these were the 
latest I could obtain—we have 712,765 members. Among these 
are 4,497 Indians, and:2,663 colored members. As you are aware, 
most of our colored members since the war have been, by their 
own preference, formed by us into an independent Methodist 
Episcopal Church. They have now a flourishing Church of 
74,799 members, 15 Annual Conferences, 607 traveling preachers, 
and 518 local preachers. They have a self-sustaining Church 
paper, and 219,955 Sunday-school scholars. Their college of 
Bishops, addressing our Bishops in 1874, expressed the highest 
gratitude for this fraternal organization of a Church for their 
welfare, and the result of the experiment has been most gratify- 
ing. Notwithstanding the loss to our membership, occasioned by 
this measure, we have since then, by God's grace, added to the 
Church 207,664 souls. In respect to education, we are doing all 
our means will allow. We have in all, male and female, sixty-one 
colleges and universities. 

By these facts, sir, it appears, that as we join hands this day 
with you more than two million Methodists in our land salute 
each other in fraternal faith, hope, and charity. If individual 
members of these Churches shall at any time indulge in tempers, 
words, and actions inconsistent with this fact, they should bear 
the responsibility of it. But it should be distinctly understood 

‘that officially, by solemn act of the highest legislative and judicial 
authority of both Churches, a declaration of peace and brotherly 
kindness has been made. 

Mr. President, you will agree with me that a sound, healthful 
fraternity between Christian Churches ought to rest on no uncer- 
tain ground, but should give an intelligent and explicit account 
of itself. It has been well said, “The amity that wisdom knits 
not, folly may easily untie.” I trust, sir, that wisdom may knit 
the fraternal bonds between our Churches, and that it may be the 
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“wisdom that is from above;”’ that is, “first pure, tnen peaceable, 
gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocrisy,” so shall we prove that 
“the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make 
peace.” The grounds on which fraternity may rest safely and 
firmly, the tests to which it will be naturally subjected, and the 
obligations that both Churches are under to respect its legitimate 
conditions, are matters concerning which it becomes us, as Chris- 
tians, to think soberly, speak calmly, frankly, and candidly. 

But what is fraternity? Is it only a quadrennial ceremony, a 
sort of ecclesiastical court formality, a specious parade of public 
addresses? Is it a mere form? Sir, I humbly conceive that 
Christian fraternity is something more than such a solemn mock- 
ery—something deeper, more vital, and more sacred. It is a 
great Christian movement, giving concurrent expression to the 
great brotherly kindness of more than a million hearts. It is a 
sublime Christian alliance, in which charity becomes supreme 
over all disputations, and reaffirms its meaning, its power, and its 
consequences. The essential conditions of fraternity are pro- 
vided, not by accident, not by a combination of fortuitous cir- 
cumstances, not by an affected oblivion of all differences of 
opinion, but by the Spirit of Christ. Peaceful associations of 
men are incessantly deranged by conflicting currents of multiform 
prejudice and heterogeneous tastes, as well as by narrow views 
and honest misapprehensions. But the reconstructive power of 
the Christian Spirit which rules the advancing intelligence of 
mankind tends to bring about that higher generalization that 
diminishes minor specific differences, and organizes even moral 
discrepancies under one great law of love. 

How to blend all sects into one denomination, and obliterate 
all formal distinctions in Church government, will, perhaps, con- 
tinue to be an unsolved problem until the millennium. Schemes 
for realizing the enchanting vision have been projected repeat- 
edly, but it still remains only a beautiful chimera, a brilliant 
castle in the air, which good men of fine fancy occasionaliy create 
for their own delectation. And yet, while weak, mortal, and. cor- 
ruptible men may never, perhaps, be able to find a comprehensive 
formula for a concordant expression of all their religious plans, 
let us at least hope that the penetrating spirituality of our holy 
religion is more perfectly diffusing itself through all the branches 
of the Christian Church, vitalizing them with such grace that 
presently they shall together sweetly bloom with the same beau- 
tiful hues of divine life, and become richly fruitful upon that 
heavenly vine to which they all belong. The true and inviolable 
terms of fraternal grace, which ought to be glorified in the Chris- 
tian name, and concentrate the united energies of the sacramental 
host for the last and mightiest conquests, are not the inventions 
of diplormatic ingenuity, but old and very simple principles; the 
love, respect, courtesy, confidence, and good-will, which the Holy 
Scriptures require all God’s people to illustrate in their intercourse 
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with each other, furnish the simple and solid basis for fraternal 
relations. Especially, I would say that a healthful fraternity re- 
quires Christian candor. Distrust, suspicion, doubt, all lack of 
open, honest, candid behavior, will always coldly relegate men to 
independent and hostile attitudes. A heathen poet said: 


“* Wise were the kings who never chose a friend, 
Till with full cups they had unmasked his soul, 
And seen the bottom of his deepest thoughts.” 


The poet was right in his philosophy, if wrong in his expedient. 
But Christians need no wine cups to unmask their souls. As one 
has well said, “ That candor, which is a Christian virtue, consists . 
not in fairness of speech, but in fairness of heart.’ It is charity 
that thinketh no evi). It is more than the blandishments of 
formal courtesy, more than smiles and smooth words; and it is 
nobler than the worldly prudence which, while it avoids offensive 
epithets, cherishes secret ill-will. It rises above infirmities, pities 
weakness, expects human imperfections; is quiet and moderate in 
temper, honest and manly in word and deeds. How often would 
such candor dissipate, in a moment, the ill-will whose false foun- 
dation it would instantly expose! Alas that human pride should 
so frequently be too stubborn for such generous behavior! It is 
humiliating to confess faults, acknowledge and explain errors, 
and retrace steps boastfully, but falsely, taken. 

And then, sir, there seems to be in many people an instinctive 
papal longing after the reputation for infallibility. But we have 
to learn to respect the rights of private judgment. Let us re- 
member that we must credit intelligent people with rationality, 
and good people with sincerity. And let us also remember that 
there are honest and honorable differences of opinion which di- | 
vide men into classes, when compromise and unity would de- 
throne reason and principle. These centrifugal forces in the 
highest and purest regions of human thought should be candidly 
recognized, and Christian charity, which is the bond of perfect- 
ness, should supply the centripetal attraction by which all these 
seemingly repellant social elements may move peacefully in lucid 
circles around a common center of eternal truth. For so is it 
true, that charity is a provision, not for unity, but for diversity. 
Now, “seeing,” says the apostle, “ye have purified your souls 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit, unto unfeigned love of the 
brethren, see that ye love one another witha pure heart fervently. 

This candor cannot be too earnestly insisted upon. The 
world’s code of honorable intercourse may countenance enmity 
concealed under compliments. But we have not so learned 
Christ. On this point the apostle is especially bold and plain 
spoken. He cries, “ Let love be without dissimulation.” “Lie 
not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his 
ceeds; and have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowl- 
edge after the image of Him that created him: where there 1s 
neither Greek, nor Jew,. . Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: 
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but Christ is all, and inall. Puton therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long-suffering; forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even 
as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. And above all these things 
put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. .And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called 
in one body; and be ye thankful.” 

This, sir, is.the Scripture ground for fraternity, and on this 
holy apostolic foundation it may be firmly established. But some 
may say they are not so much concerned about the theory of fra- 
ternity as they are about its practice. If they can they will enjoy 

its practical benefits, and leave to others, who may “enjoy such 
abstractions, the discussion of its principles. Sir, such a position, 
on a grave Church question like this, is neither sound nor safe. 
The practical value of fraternal relations will entirely depend 
upon the character of its principles and the respect which they 
command. Let us, then, clearly understand the exact ground we 
occupy, so that we may not be easily moved from it. Here allow 
me to specify a few points: 

I will say we do not establish fraternity between these two 
Gharches for any secular or worldly end. I am frank to say this, 
because it has been intimated that the Methodists are seeking a 
closer union in this country, merely to give them greater political 
influence. We dare not lower the dignity of the Church of God 
to the government of secular motives. Secular blessings will 
always, of course, attend the progress of Christian truth, and 
secular peace be promoted by the extensive diffusion of the char- 
itable sentiments of religion. But, important as we regard the 
peace of civil society and the secular welfare of States to be, 
we must look higher than to these temporal and political con- 
siderations for our principles of action, Above, beneath, and 
around all the best political interests of a State, their preservation 
and strength, we behold the obligations of Christian character. 
The law of duty for Christians is, first of all, God’s law. We as- 
cend above the plane of earthly kingdoms to receive our deca- 
logue from Divine hands. Our Master, a teacher come from 
God, is the King we must first honor. He said, “My kingdom is 
not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would 
my servants fight.”” To the Herodians, who tempted him respect- 
ing his return to earthly governments, he said: “ Render to Cesar 
the things that are Cesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”’ . 
To all men he cries, ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God!” And 
“the kingdom of God is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghost.” Now, because we belong to this kingdom, and are 
bound by these principles, we are bound to maintain, as far as we 
can, a righteous, peaceful, and joyful brotherhood in the Holy 
Ghost. 

I am careful to state this point distinctly, because these two 
Churches have been for thirty years past regarded as respectively 
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representing two different political sections of this country. But 
the wall of separation between these two sections has been 
broken down forever. Now, the point I wish: particularly to 
make is this: that while the political representatives of the South 
can and do truthfully assure the world that a true, brave, and 
firm devotion to the Union of these States animates the whole 
Southern people, we, as ministers of Christ, take still higher 
ground, and offer you our hands, not in the name of those po- 
litical interests, but in the name of Christ. . Not that we love 
secular peace less, but that we love God’s peace more; not that 
we lack loyalty to the Government under which we live, but 
that our highest and hohest loyalty is to Jesus Christ and him 
crucified ! 

2. We do not establish fraternity merely as a judicious measure 
for ending unhappy controversies. But we hope it will end them. 
We do not underrate such sweet fruits of it. They are attractive 
and palatable. But what we are especially concerned to secure 
is such an understanding as will be permanently productive of 
these fruits. The tree that bears them must be a good tree, or 
the good fruit will soon fail. A tree not rooted in love, a barren 
fraternity bearing nothing but leaves, a Quadrennial General 
Conference pretension, would merit not the Master’s blessing, 
but his curse. Let our fraternity rather be a tree planted by the 
rivers of water that bringeth forth its fruit in its season, whose 
leaf also shall not wither, and from whose living branches our chil- 
dren’s children shall gather good fruit till the end of time. And 
then, sir, let me add, if in this sort of Paradise restored that “old 
serpent” should enter and entwine his folds among those mystic 
branches, we would pluck him hence, and crush him beneath our 
feet. 

Mr. President, I am sure that you will join with me yourself— 
for I have been an editor, and even the editorial staff will jom 
with me, I have no doubt—when I say, Heaven send us rest from 
these miserable, unhappy controversies! Heaven send us rest from 
that pen-and-ink warfare which has so long fatigued Christian 
patience, and blotted the fair pages of the extensive family of 
Christian Advocates! I am aware that some persons will not 
cease from that kind of warfare in which they have so much 
pleasure, and which we technically term logomachy. But, sir, 
harmony with such people is simply impossible; the only harmony 
they ever know is of some unhappy tune that they alone can sing. 
Perhaps they were converted once—a good while ago. But if 
then, in their first love, they were ready to pluck out their own 
eyes for their brethren; now, they seem only anxious to pluck 
out their brethren’s eyes for themselves. Some people have great 
talent for making mischief. An eminent Frenchman once said, 
““Nothing is more dangerous than a friend without discretion ; 
even a prudent enemy is preferable.” If we cannot manage such 
people then we must not mind them. The quickest method of 
reducing them to decent silence is not to listen to what they say. 
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Our proposal is, let us appoint wise men to adjust all questions 
of real conflict between these two Churches; let us pray the God 
of wisdom and peace to direct them to right conclusions, and 
then bury forever the weapons of war, and move on to the better, 
brighter conquests of peace ! 

We do not establish fraternity merely as a policy measure. 
We should always be mindful that the Christian standard of action 
is higher than policy. Less noble considerations should not be 
allowed to subordinate or supersede true ideas and imperative 
principles. In these days, when we have to lament the prevalence 
of low motives and loose morals, I think the Church ought to be 
specially careful in all her actions to give pre-eminent distinction 
to the purest and loftiest sentiments. It is true that Christianity 
has questions of expediency as well as questions of law; and yet 
all its expedients must be sanctioned by sound principles. Mere 
policy, as such, is wholly an earthly thing. It lives and dies on 
the earth. “Not only its kingdom is of this world, but this world 
is its kingdom.” But in Christian economy let it be always manifest 
that the Church of Christ has no policy that is not first piety. 

4. We do not establish fraternity as a measure of sectarian 
ambition as Methodists. No Church in America, perhaps, has 
greater temptation to sectarian pride and ambition than that 
which comes to Methodism in the name of its rapid and marvel- 
ous growth. Success has its own perils. Prosperity sets its own 
peculiar snares. Triumphs often contain elements of subsequent 
defeat. How to succeed wisely is a profound philosophy we 
need to study diligently and continually. History tells us how 
Churches, as well as individuals and nations, become sad victims 
of their own prosperity. When once wealth, numbers, and power 
become objects of Church pride, and sectarianism fights chiefly 
for its own aggrandizement, bigotry banishes charity, partisan 
zeal prefers Church to Christianity, the standard of piety degen- 
erates into loyalty to a creed, and scarlet-robed ecclesiasticism, 
enthroned in pomp, pride, and power, worships its own image, 
and disgraces the name it bears. Not, then, for sectarian pur- 
poses do we seek a more cordial alliance between these two great 
divisions of American Methodism, but because we believe that 
brotherly kindness is right in itself, and because to be devoid of 
it, Methodists, among ourselves, would add inconsistency and un- 
naturalness to an obvious fault. 

And yet, sir, we are not without Methodist feeling in this move- 
ment. We are not indifferent to Methodist history, not unap- 
preciative of the present power and glory of our Church, and not 
unconcerned for its future achievements. That banner which, at 
the head of a little company of believers, John Wesley, in sublime 
faith, uplifted in the name of the Lord, has become venerable with 
historical associations, and resplendent with world-renowned con- 
quests. It is now the honored standard of a vast army of Meth- 
odists, numbering millions, containing representatives of every 
nation, and people, and tongue under heaven. What Methodism 
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has already accomplished in these States is now known and read 
of all men. What it shall accomplish in future depends upon our 
fidelity to the spirituality that gave it birth, the courageous zeal 
that conquered for it a high place of honor among the Churches, 
and a proper comprehension of those conditions which will most 
wisely fit it for prolonging its own peculiar mission among men. 
And, sir, I say it with emphasis, in my humble judgment, not the 
least among the forces now shaping the future of American Meth- 
odism is the issue of the fraternal movement in which we are 
concerned at this hour. 

Brethren, what an opportunity is ours! Well for us if we can 
discern the signs of the times to know the things which make for 
our peace! Our glorious land that blooms between the seas is a 
magnificent field for Methodist work. I pray God ‘we may have 
wisdom to cultivate it in the spirit of peace and Christian fellow- 
ship! Shall we show ourselves worthy of such an inheritance? 
From the northern border of it, where God’s perpetual bow of- 
peace glorifies Niagara’s cliffs, to the sea-girt southern line where 
God’s gifts make earth almost an Eden of fragrance and beauty; 
and from the rock-bound Atlantic, where the eastern song of the 
sea begins its morning music, away to the far-off Pacific, where 
the Western waters murmur their evening benediction to our land 
as the tide goes out beneath the setting sun, every-where we feel 
the inspirations of our country, and devoutly pray, God bless our 
native land! God give it “the glory of Lebanon,” and “ the excel- 
lency of Carmel and Sharon,” and may all the inhabitants thereof 
see the glory of the Lord and the excellency of our God! Ah, 
brethren, in our fraternal fellowship I pray God we may uplift 
the banner of Methodism to a still higher summit of honor in this 
land, and make it every-where the welcome signal of a zeal for Jesus 
worthy of our heroic ancestry, and worthy of that posterity who 
shall receive it as something sacred from our hands if we shall 
transmit it to them incorrupted in principle and in doctrines, pure 
in faith, humble in spirit, powerful in method, and having for its 
highest distinction, God’s shining seals to its Gospel preaching! 

And now, sir, again I ask, What is Christian fraternity? and on 
what grounds do we establish it? I answer explicitly, Christian 
fraternity is the reciprocal recognition of Christ in each other. 
Fraternal relations are the relations we sustain to each other 
through Christ. Where no such relations to Christ exist there 
can be no fraternity. Where such relations do exist we are 
bound to recognize them; and when we recognize them, we are 
under solemn Christian obligations to maintain them and provide 
for them. It is not a matter of discretion whether Christians 
shall live in proper fraternal relations to each other. If these 
two Churches fail to establish and maintain this relation, the sin 
of it must lie at the door of one of these Churches. There 1s 
but one principle of communion in Christianity. St. John has 
stated it clearly and beautifully: “ Our fellowship is with the Fa- 
ther, and with his Son Jesus Christ... .If we walk in the light, as 
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he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” This 
is the spirit and doctrine of true Christian communion. 

The manner in which this spirit should manifest itself is also 
explicitly taught in the Scriptures: “With all lowliness and meek- 
ness, ... forbearing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” The head of this com- 
munion of saints is Christ, “from whom the whole body fitly 
joined together and compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every 
part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 
love.” Said the Divine Master, “ A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another.” As he said this to his disciples, 
perhaps, naturally, they turned their eyes to look upon each other; 
but if so, he quickly recalled their attention again to him. For 
he well knew that if their love for each other should depend on 
what of excellency they could discover in each other—if it had to 
be attracted and maintained by the grace that was in them—then 
reciprocal affection would lack the depth and strength he wished 
to give it. Accordingly, he instantly supplies the moral element . 
of power such fraternal love would need by adding, “ Love each 
other as I have loved you!” 

Could a commandment be more touchingly and powerfully 
- sanctioned? As I: have loved you! With these words he em- 
phasis his command with the whole of his sublime life and sacri- 
ficial death! He pours into it his tears, his sorrows, his agony, 
his blood—the whole matchless eloquence of his redeeming love! 
O, by what divine influence would our Master cement Christian 
hearts indissolubly together! Let us answer him: The love of 
Christ constraineth us! This sentiment, which the fathers of 
Methodism, in all their heroic zeal, illustrated in the noblest 
manner; the sentiment that inspiration inscribed in pentecostal 
fire upon the hearts of the apostles; the sentiment sacred in all 
the history of the Church. ‘To-day let us, in true Christian fel- 
lowship, write upon our armor, and proclaim as our sentiment, 
The love of Christ constraineth us! With this inspiration in our 
hearts, and with this cry upon our lips, we tear down all hostile 
barriers; we trample under foot every obstacle to brotherly kind- 
ness; we consign bitterness and strife to oblivion; we crush the 
serpent of discord with our heel, and unite anew with all the vast 
army of American Methodists in the celestial shout, “ Glory to 
God in the highest,-on earth peace, good-will toward men!” 

The Master has ordained that this brotherly love shall be the 
great power of Christian testimony. By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. Our 
Christian power is wholly dependent upon our relation to Christ. 
It is not us that men feel, but Christ in us. To show that we are 
Christ’s is to acquire a title to human respect, and an influence 
with the human conscience. And to love each other as 
brethren is to illustrate a spirit so unworldly and unselfish that all 
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men take cognizance of us that we have been with Jesus. This 
love has always been the most powerful, because the most practi- 
cal and obvious testimony which Christianity has given the world 
of its real, abiding, living connection with the Divine Jesus. It 
is recognized at once as the spirit and power of Jesus in his. dis- 
ciples. It was this love that astonished mankind in the early 
ages of the Christian Church, and confounded the foes of Chris- 
tianity by a new weapon which they knew not how to resist. 
Political and military resources were unable to cope with it. 
Kings were as impotent to crush it as Pharaoh was to arrest the 
power of God in Moses. Thrones fell before it. Swords and 
spear-points melted at its touch of divine fire. It was so far 
above the level of ordinary conception that history tells us the 
Pagans attributed it “to some secret spell or charm that had the 
power of inspiring violent and. irresistible attachment.” “ Their 
teachers,’ exclaimed the heathen, “have acquired the wonderful 
art of persuading these Christians that they are all brethren.” 
Alas! that this wonderful art:should have been lost by Christian 
teachers. This sacrificial love, the most beautiful of all Christian 
graces, born in the bosom of the Father’s glory, God’s unchange- 
able gift to man, the music of the beatitudes, the sublimity of the 
cross, the power of forgiveness, the invincible Spirit of the Gospel— 
this holy love is the very life-fire of Christianity. Woe to the man 
who would quench it! . He is worse than a hypocrite—he is a 
murderer: For it is written, ““Whosoever hateth his brother is a 
murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abid- 
ing in him.” No matter whether priestly vestments adorn his 
hypocrisy, or ministerial ordination gives a deceitful sanctity to 
his name, “whosoever he be,’ whether Bishop, elder, deacon, 
or layman, he is an apostate, a traitor to his cause and his Mas- 
ter, and by the authority of Almighty God he is pronounced a 
murderer! 

Mr. President, perhaps I have already said enough for your 
patience, but indulge me for a moment longer and I will be silent. 
In this age of natural science, abounding in highways of intercom- 
munication, and facilities for rapid interchange of thought, when 
words are electric sparks and a speaker’s audience is the civilized 
world, it seems to me we are living in the Lord’s great day of 
preparation. Men who meant only to serve themselves, or to 
serve science, or to serve some industrial interest; have unwit- 
tingly served the kingdom of Christ. “ Every valley shall be ex- 
alted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: and 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 

The currents and’ counter currents of human civilizations are 
rapidly mingling into one mighty river, deepening and broadening 
as it rolls its accumulating contributions of innumerable tribu- 
taries, under the direction of redeeming grace, to that peaceful 
millennial sea whose waves of light are shining in the prophetic 
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visions of the Bible. In such an age, shall Christian Churches 
not comprehend the great day of God’s opportunity? Shall they 
be discordant with each other? God forbid! Nay, rather let 
them bring their several divisions closer together, and move 
forward as the Lord’s host, with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads. If fraternity is any thing, it is at least an end of strife 
—it is peace; it is a delightful silence after a long battle; it is the 
calm after the noise of the waters and the tumult of the elements 
when the Master has said, “ Peace, be still!” It is anjend of the 
calamitous spectacle of Christian antagonisms which only bad 
men applaud. It is exchanging discord for harmony, and broken 
and jarring strings for harps sweetly tuned and full of sacred 
music. Ah, brethren, in that eternity to which we are all rapidly 
advancing, when earthly enmities and all the fiery passions that 
consume human peace shall have sunk into ashes, and petty 
strifes of time shall seem but miserable follies of which we are 
ashamed, how many men will then wish their bitter words had 
been unsaid? We shall know better there. Contention will be 
over. When all the triumphant legions of God’s mighty host 
shall celebrate redemption’s eternal peace; when all sectarian 
distinction shall be forever obliterated, and all discordant tongues 
shall be translated into the sweet language of heaven; when we 
see no longer through a glass darkly, but face to face; no man 
shall cry, I am of Paul, or Iam of Cephas; I am of the North or 
I am of the South; but only I am of Christ, and in that clearer 
knowledge of sublime worship, 


‘“ We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown him Lord of all.” 


If any reward shall be brighter, or any joy deeper, than another, 
I think it will belong to those poor and outcast ones whom Meth- 
odist preachers have toiled to bring to Jesus. When England’s 
colliers, New England’s sons of toil, the red men of the West, 
and the Africans of the South, shall join in that mighty song, 
every division of Methodism will represent its noblest earthly 
work in that song of praise. 

If Divine grace would touch my lips with hallowed fire to 
speak but a single word to all the hosts of American Methodism, 
I have asked myself the question, could I desire that word to be 
something new, strange, and more heavenly than any inspired ut- 
terance ever heard before? Through the ages God has sent 
angels, prophets, and apostles to bear his messages to men, and 
has even spoken also by the mouth of his Son; but no angel, 
nor prophet, nor apostle, no, not even Jesus Christ himself, 
could teach me to utter any word whose height and depth and 
sweetness of meaning can surpass that word I proclaim as the 
Gospel of fraternity, Christian charity! Other words there are 
that are full of meaning, full of music, full of power; but in this 
word is condensed the divinest life ever lived upon earth; and 
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when this word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
its glory, it was the glory of the only begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth! Other gifts of God to men are munificent, 
but this gift is unspeakable! Other virtues are illustrious in 
the armor of light: Faith is its shield; Hope is its helmet. Why 
is Charity not named among them? Because the celestial ma- 
terial of which the holy armor is made is Charity, and because 
Charity is not for war only, but also for peace; not for time only, 
but also for eternity; and when the Christian armor shall have. 
served its purpose of warfare upon earth, and be refined into 
raiment fit for the palace and the presence of the King in his 
beauty, its transfigured glory shall exceed all material splendor, 
and “it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but when he shall 
appear we shall be like him,” and our eternal completeness in 
Christ shall be this, that we are made ‘“‘ PERFECT IN LOVE!” 


—————__ 4 oe —__——_. 
8,—Journal, page 211. 
ADDRESS OF L. C. GARLAND, LL.D. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND BELOVED FATHERS AND BRETHREN OF THE 
CONFERENCE: I am very deeply sensible of the honor placed upon 
me by the Church South in associating me among its fraternal dele- 
gation to this Conference, but I am painfully conscious of inabil- 
ity on my part to reflect back upon them any portion of the honor 
which they have put upon me. My lips have never been the seat 
of eloquence, my speech is commonplace and lame, and I would 
be discouraged in addressing myself to my task if it were not for 
that kind aud cordial reception which I have received at your 
hands since my presence at the seat of the Conference. For this 
kind reception you have my gratitude, and for it I give you the 
thanks of the entire Southern Church. And this courtesy on 
your part encourages me to hope that in the few remarks I pro- 
pose to make upon this occasion, if I speak any word which you 
would prefer not to hear spoken, you will think kindly of one 
who feels, as he stands here, that he must discharge his duty as 
unto God, and not as unto man. 
Following, as I do, the clerical brethren associated with me in 
bearing to you fraternal greeting from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, there is no occasion for my saying much; and 
indeed, so exhaustive have been their remarks, that there is but 
little left me to say. But, coming as I do from the laity of the 
Church, I may be supposed to sympathize with them in some re- 
spects more closely than it is possible for the clergy to do. It 
may, therefore, not be uninteresting to you to recelve from me 
a statement of the sentiments and feelings that prevail generally 
in the South in regard to the subject of our mission. The regret 
that an occasion should ever have arisen for the division of the 
Methodist Church was at the time, and still is, profound and unl- 
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versal. This regret, however, did not extend beyond the occa- 
sion, because the occasion, as it presented itself to our apprehen- 
sion, was of such a nature as to render division not only necessary, 
but desirable. In the Conference of 1844, the northern and 
southern delegates found themselves surrounded by a complica- 
tion of difficulties out of which they saw no way of escape but by 
separation. They came to this conclusion reluctantly, and were 
forced by necessity into the positions which they respectively as- 
sumed. Neither party could have receded from its position with- 
out infidelity to the section it represented. Methodism would 
have been seriously damaged, if not totally destroyed, in the one 
section or the other, had any other policy been adopted. It is im- 
possible for any unprejudiced and candid mind to study the pro- 
ceedings of that Conference without a conviction that what was 
done by either party was done with a view to preserve the Church 
and to promote its best interests. Those holy men who figured 
in those transactions maintained consciences void of offense to 
both God and man; and when they parted from each other in 
mutual respect and with regretful tears, they carried with them 
the hope that out. of seeming evil great good might ultimately 
come. And that the course they pursued did advance the in- 
terests of the Church in both sections cannot be doubted. Each 
portion threw off its clogs and impediments to progress; each 
brought itself more fully into sympathy with the popular mind, 
and the aggregate membership of the two Churches is to-day 
larger than it would have been if division had not taken place. 
The northern people rallied around you in consequence of the 
division as they had never done before, and so the southern 
people did around us. By this increase of local sympathy you 
have been greatly enlarged, and so have we. 

In this view of the matter, I assure you that the enlightened 
portion of the Church South have always been disposed to think 
kindly of their brethren at the North, so far as the division itself 
is concerned. They never saw in the division a ground for hos- 
tile feeling. They never dreamed that an unpleasant antagonism 
would spring up between the two sections in consequence of it. 
Contrarywise, as division had removed all the elements of strife 
and reduced either party to homogeneity, they expected that the 
two sections of the Church would move on, each in the accom- 
plishment of its own mission in its own way, not only without 
jostling and jarring with each other, but even with a warmer 
Christian sympathy than had previously existed between them 
for several years. If, therefore, an estrangement has taken place, 
it must have arisen out of events that transpired subsequently to 
the division. 

That difficulties in the way of a cordial fraternity have existed, 
and still do exist, cannot be denied. The circumstances that 
surround us to-day are but too conclusive an evidence of the 
fact. Of these difficulties themselves, and of the modes in which 
they may be removed, it does not become me to speak. But this 
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I can say, we of the South are anxious that they should be re- 
moved; of which disposition we have given satisfactory proof by 
the appointment of a Commission, to meet a similar one on your 
part, if it shall be your pleasure to organize it, invested with the 
full powers to inquire into the grounds of all complaints, the na- 
ture .of all grievances, real or imaginary, and to ascertain the 
terms on which there may be a full restoration of a real and heart- 
' felt fraternity. And I will say further, that it will bring a re- 
proach upon both you and us, as Christians, as Methodists, and as 
patriots, if a satisfactory solution of all difficulties shall not be 
reached. To us as Christians, because we will show ourselves 
destitute of the spirit of Christianity. This spirit is one of meek- 
ness, forbearance, forgiveness, peace, and love. Where this spirit 
exists, estrangement cannot be prolonged; and when it is want- 
ing in those professing it, incalculable injury is inflicted upon the 
cause of Christ. If inconsistency of conduct in an individual 
professing Christianity is a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offense to all about him, how much more so is it in Christian 
bodies, which are supposed to be less under the influence of the 
evil temper and passions which lead individuals astray, and more 
under the control of the principle of wisdom, and justice, and 
truth. To us as Methodists, because it will be a.repudiation of 
the ties that sbould bind us together. We are substantially one 
in doctrine, in polity, and usages. We have a common origin; 
and down to the General Conference of 1844, the last held by the 
united Churches, we had a common history, and a common in- 
heritance in the great names that have adorned the Church. 
And what would our illustrious founder, whose last letter to Mr. 
Asbury contained a charge to maintain the unity of Methodism 
throughout the world, think of us, were he alive, if we do not 
compose our strifes, and dwell peacefully together in the bonds 
of Christian sympathy and love? And as patriots, how vast is 
the responsibility resting upon us to restore, as far as power lies 
in us, a kind political feeling between the two sections of the 
country, so lately arrayed against each other in the struggles of 
an internecine war! It is useless to preach unless we practice. 
And what influence can we exert in that direction if we fail to 
restore friendly relations between ourselves? Ifthe two Churches | 
could bring about the extente cordiale, it would accomplish more 
toward the restoration of good feeling between the sections, 
north and south, than a score of Centennial Expositions. 

Politics appear to me to be a centrifugal force, tending contin- 
ually to engender sectional strife, and to the rending asunder the 
bonds of civil society; and where shall we find a force to antago- 
nize it, a centripetal force to draw together and cement in one 
the disunited parts, if not in the grand unity of a common Chris- 
tian faith? We do, therefore, sincerely desire the restoration of 
good feeling between the two Churches upon a basis derogatory 
to the honor of neither. If I know my own people, they do not 
expect, much less do they demand, of you any sacrifice of right, 
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of duty, or of honor, in adjusting the difficulties between us; and 
we will not believe that you will demand any such sacrifice of us. 
In this matter may we both be guided by that wisdom which is 
from above; and not only in this, but in all matters that may come 
before you as a Conference, may your deliberations be overruled 
for the good of the Church, and the glory of its Divine head! 


—_——_+ ee —___ 


ADDRESSES AND REPLIES. 


BRITISH CONFERENCE. 
Q .— Journal, page 121. 
ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE OF 1875. 


REVEREND FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The address of your last 
General Conference (1872) to our Conference was duly presented 
to us last year at Camborne by the honored brethren, Bishop 
Harris and Dr. M’Cauley, whom you had deputed as your 
delegates. 

The address was as full of good news and good cheer as it was 
cordial and brotherly, and the ministers by whom it was conveyed 
commended themselves to our acceptance and regard as godly, 
wise, and gifted brethren, not unworthy to be ranked as successors 
of the distinguished men who, as representing your Church, have 
in former years been welcomed among us. 

Coming to an assembly of whom many had been personally 
familiar with such models of episcopal character and deportment 
as have heretofore visited us on your behalf, Bishop Harris ap- 
proved himself to us as a minister of the same spirit, while bis ad- 
dress to the Conference was strikingly characterized by practical 
wisdom. Dr. M’Cauley also did honor to the choice of your 
Conference, and both by his deportment and his public address 
left upon us a marked impression of his gravity in counsel and his 
deep earnestness of spirit. 

We have also at our present Conference had the unexpected 
happiness of seeing among us, as voluntary visitors, two of your 
most distinguished representative ministers—Bishop Simpson, to 
us now an old friend, and Dr. Curry, whom it had not been our 
good fortune to see before as a visitor to our Church or our 
country. Both these brethren addressed us in open Conference, 
to our great satisfaction and pleasure. 

Our periods of interchange, in this way, of fraternal greeting 
and mutual communication are, of necessity, measured by the four 
years’ spaces which separate the meetings of your General Con- 
ference. Three years accordingly have passed away since the 
date of the address which your messengers conveyed to us at 
Camborne. At the time of your writing you were able to tell us 
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of the marvelous enlargement which had been, and was still, tak- 
ing place among your Churches, and in the almost boundless 
sphere of Jabor in the midst of which you carry on your evangeliz- 
ing operations. We are aware that, since that period, your further 
annual increases have been very large, and that your lines have 
been going forth continually into the vast and goodly land of your 
nation’s inheritance. In comparison of such dimensions as your 
Church has attained, our proportions appear to be very small. 
We, it is true, represent the mother Church; but yours is incom- 
parably the largest among the Churches of the Methodist family. 
You stand conspicuous before the world—the most massive Prot- 
estant Church to be found in any nation, and the one which num- 
bers the largest company of professed communicants. Holding 
such a position, your responsibility cannot but be correspondingly 
solemn and momentous. You are pleased in your address to say 
that “the various divisions of the great Methodistic household 
look” to us “for a continued example of missionary zeal.” But 
-to you we must look, in many respects, for an example of the man- 
ner in which a great evangelizing Church is to do its work in the 
midst of a nation, not only in the way of aggressive and missionary 
extension, but of pastoral care and duty, among families in which 
the profession of Christianity may be said to have become heredi- 
tary, and of which the largest proportion own an hereditary alle- 
giance to the Methodist Church. We ourselves find this problem, 
in some of its aspects, to be by no means easy of solution. 

Amid the motives of custom and expediency, of decent senti- 
ment and recognized propriety, which tend to create and foster 
the habit of outward Christian profession—combined with the 
form of godliness, more or less proper and complete, which is wont 
to accompany such a profession—it is not easy even for Methodism 
to retain its original character and spirit as “ Christianity in ear- 
nest ;’’ as an organization created and sustained for the simple pur- 
pose of diffusing scriptural holiness; as a community of believers 
separated from the world and animated by the true spirit of prim- 
itive and apostolic Christianity. If we, the Church of so much 
smaller a section of our nation, feel this to be true, how much more 
must its truth and weight be felt in a Church hke yours—the 
largest and the most centrally-placed Church in your country, the 
* Church into which the unattached, or less strictly attached, pro- 
fessors of Christianity, on different sides of your own borders, are 
naturally drawn! Your difficulties, perhaps we might almost say 
your temptations, must, in this respect, be great; and, with deep 
Christian solicitude and sympathy, shall we mark the ‘wisdom by 
which, as*we trust, you will be enabled, in a satisfactory manner 
and measure, to cope with and overcome them. 

It has been given to our Connection, doubtless, in the good provi- 
dence of God, to take a leading part, however unworthily, in the 
great modern work of Christian Missions. To this fact you refer 
at some length in your address. As yet you have not been able 
in this respect to do so much as we. We are well aware, however, 
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that the reason of this difference between you and us, as you 
yourselves modestly intimate, has been your “immense national 
domain and rapidly increasing population,” calling upon you con- 
tinually, and perbaps never more than at present, “for the most 
energetic efforts of evangelization” within the limits of your own 
territories. We recognize this as having been emphatically your 
missionary. vocation. We rejoice, at the same time, to note that 
now, and for some time past, your missions have extended beyond 
your own national boundaries. Your work, indeed, in Germany 
and Scandinavia may be regarded as the natural, almost the neces- 
sary, outgrowth from your own national Methodism, as established 
among your German and Scandinavian immigrant population. But 
your work in Italy is of another class. Having ourselves .occu- 
pied that, attractive and important field in advance of you, we 
welcome you into the country as brethren and as fellow-helpers 
of our faith and hope, not doubting that arrangements can be made 
by: which the evil may be avoided of rival Methodist Churches in 
the presence of the Papal arch-enemy; and having the greater. 
confidence in this respect, because of the close and affectionate 
fraternity which has been maintained between our missionaries in 
Italy and your large-spirited representatives in that country. 

We have from the first marked with interest your Missionary 
enterprises in the eastern world, and we trust that your recent 
and very promising work in Japan will be greatly and increasingly 
blessed. 

On the southern portion of your own continent you have a mis- 
sionary field which is peculiarly your own. Your geographical 
position and your special opportunities appear to give you as clear 
a missionary call to that field as our own Church has had to South 
Africa or to Ceylon. Methodism, we cannot doubt, is destined 
to be to South America an evangelizing power and agency analo- 
gous to that which it has, in the order of Divine Providence, proved 
itself to be for the northern portion of the continent. 

Our own care is at this time greatly occupied with home Mis- 
sionary enterprises both in our agricultural counties and among 
the dense populations of our manufacturing districts and our large 
towns. ‘Though our progress is comparatively slow, and checkered 
by positive decline in some parts of the country where the popu- 
lation is diminishing, and it is hard for a purely voluntary Church ° 
to maintain its footing, yet, on the whole, we are steadily advanc- 
ing. Our new missions, even in purely agricultural regions, are 
taking firm hold of a soil where heretofore Methodism has never 
been able to gain a rooting, but where it is greatly needed. 

The increase in our Societies during the past year has been 
greater than for several years preceding, and, altogether, our pros- 
pects at the present moment are very encouraging. Our great 
need, our earnest prayer, is, that the Spirit may be poured from on 
high upon our Societies, and, above all, on us who are called to be 
the ministers of Christ. 

We haye for some time been engaged in the peaceful and delib- 
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erate consideration of the best mode of completing and consum+ 
mating that intimate union of our ministers and laymen in ‘the 
transaction of our connectional business which has, for more than 
one generation, been so happily distinctive of our English Meth- 
odism, but which, in respect of its form and organization, does not 
yet fully. answer our desires or the needs of our Connection. 

During the past year we have completed the general plan of our 
Connectional Sunday-School Union organization, and have suc- 
cessfully initiated its operations. We have at the present time five 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-three Sunday-schools, one 
hundred and eleven thousand and three teachers and officers, and 
seven hundred thousand two hundred and ten Sunday scholars. 
Some time must, of course, elapse before all these elements shall 
have been actually drawn within the net-work of our Union, but we 
have no doubt that before very long the Union will be co-exten- 
sive with the Sunday-school agencies of our Connection. 

We may not bring this communication to a close without refer- 
ring to the mournful loss which our Connection has sustained during 
the year in the removal by death of the late beloved and honored 
Luke H. Wiseman, who was our representative to your Conference 
four years ago. In the very prime of his powers, and working al- 
most up to the last moment, he was taken suddenly away from the 
midst of us.. No man was ever more beloved among us than our 
brother Wiseman; no death ever more startled or afflicted our 
Churches. Wecan but bow to the Divine will, and look forward 
to the great meeting-place above. 

We have chosen as our President at the present Conference our 
beloved and honored brother, the Rev. Gervase Smith, M.A., who 
is well-known to many of yourselves, not only as a minister of the 
word, but a Christian brother and friend, having himself been a 
welcomed and honored visitor among your Churches when he at+ 
tended the Wesleyan Methodist Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Canada as the representative of this Conference. 

We have deputed to attend your approaching General Confer- 
ence our beloved brethren, the Rev. William B. Pope, theological 
tutor of Didsbury College, and the Rev. James H. Rigg, D.D., 
principal of the Westminster Training Institution, two of our most 
able and honored ministers, whom we commend to your fraternal 
esteem and confidence. 

And now, dear brethren, ‘“‘ we commend you to God and to the 
word of his grace.” We see, both you and we, what is our special 
calling, the calling common to the Methodist Churches both in 
the Old and the New World. Through Divine mercy, and ac- 
cording to the wonderful ordering of Providence, Methodism has 
been made the means of reviving evangelical life throughout the 
world. The name “ Methodism” in every land has become a syn- 
on¥m for experimental godliness. The doctrines of conscious 
pardon and of holiness; of inward and outward holiness; a growing, 
penetrating, pervasive, victorious holiness; the power and growth 
of which is to transform the whole inner man “from darkness to 
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light,” from the power of Satan unto God: these doctrines were, a 
century since, supposed to be peculiar to Methodism, but now 
they are rapidly becoming the recognized doctrines of earnest 
Christianity every-where. How important is it, under such cir- 
cumstances, that the great Methodist bodies should retain their 
integrity as to all that appertains to Christian orthodoxy and 
Christian life and experience. May we have grace to be faithful, 
you on your side of the ocean, we on ours! Thus will Methodism 
continue to be a blessing to the whole world. The smaller Meth- 
odist organizations cannot but be largely influenced by your 
Church and ours; nor can all other Churches fail to be influenced 
profoundly by the Churches of the Methodist family: The world’s 
health and the progress of universal Christianity depends very 
greatly on the hfe of Methodism. 

Invoking upon you all the blessings of grace and peace in Christ 
Jesus, our common Lord, we bid you farewell in his name. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference. 

GERVASE SMITH, Preszdent, 
H. W. Wiuuiams, Secretary. 
SHEFFIELD, August 18, 1875. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. WILLIAM P. POPE. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, FATHERS, AND BRETHREN: You have by your 
courtesy rendered needless any further personal introduction, and 
relieved me of the necessity of speaking of self—a necessity al- 
ways painful. Of course, on such an occasion as this personal 
feeling must needs intrude to some extent. I cannot but be con- 
scious of the dignity connected with my commission, a dignity 
which I feel to be in great disproportion to my individual insig- 
nificance. Enough of this, however. Your time is precious, and 
I will proceed to discharge my grateful duty. It is the distinction 
of my colleague and myself, among the other guests whom you re- 
ceive, to represent British Methodism to the Methodism of Amer- 
ica. You will not misunderstand me if I add, to use an abstrac- 
tion, Methodism generally to one of its most elect branches. 
Presuming you will allow me to represent this abstract Method- 
ism, I will begin by reminding you of a few great principles in 
which we are absolutely one, which are common to both our 
hemispheres. You will not be impatient of what is happily a 
trite subject. Wein England love to hear your representatives 
dilate on our common heritage, on the “same things which are 
true in us and in you,” and unless I am mistaken you will not be 
displeased at hearing the old topics dwelt upon by me. They dre 
in the text of my credentials, and indeed we cannot speak of 
them or hear of them too often. These are days when there is 
an evident tendency to obliterate the peculiarities and character- 
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istics of communities. The blessed cause of evangelical unity 
itself tends to a result of which, with all our respect for that cause, 
we do well to be jealous. It has pleased the Lord and Giver of 
life—of life organic as well as individual life—to raise up in these 
latter days a form of Christianity which may be called a living 
testimony to certain truths which the world and Christendom 
much needed. Not that any one of these truths was quite for- 
gotten; not that we were their sole depositories; not that we 
redeemed them from oblivion. But it is our badge that we main- 
tain them—the principles to which I allude—more fully than any 
other body, as a whole, in their unity and integrity. And we are 
here, among other reasons, to challenge your perpetual remem- 
brance of these truths. 

You will agree with me that we were raised up to rescue and 
vindicate the glorious doctrine of the universal redemption of our 
race through the sacrifice of Him who is as much the representa- 
tive of man as he is of God. From age to age that truth has. 
been invaded, and with peculiar subtlety, by a succession of the 
noblest and best Christian teachers; for it is the peculiarity of 
the error that limits the atonement that it has always been main- 
tained most vigorously in the best ages of the Church, and upheld 
by the greatest and most sainted divines, from Augustine through 
Calvin, his modern disciple, downward. It was the boast of the 
apostolical ministry that the “due time” had come when the 
Saviour of the one Mediator for all men was to be testified. For 
some ages that testing was unfaltering. But there came a change. 
God’s free counsel of redemption was restrained; limited by 
theological restrictions, and hedged round, when not so limited, 
by monarchical and sacramental fences almost as effectual. The 
Reformation protested against these errors, but imperfectly; one 
branch of it sent out to the world the doctrine that the Redeem- 
er’s mission and covenant was only for the elect, and that God’s 
public will was limited by a private will for an interior circle of 
mankind. Then came another “due time” in the great revival 
of last century, our great revival. But, alas! that re-enacted the 
sad divergence of the Reformation. While Wesley was the Luther, 
Whitefield was, in this sense, the Calvin of the eighteenth century. 
Methodism took the catholic side, held fast the boundless “ phi- 
lanthropy ” of God our Saviour, keeping it in England with te- 
nacity, and sending it to America, and from America and England 
it goes, with the full strength of the unanimous Methodist voice, 
to all the world. There is no characteristic which is more in- 
delibly sengraven on our formularies, worship, doctrine, and 
preaching. They are all instinct and filled with this truth. It is 
bound up with our whole economy. We preach to all nations, 
and to all men in all nations. We have it for our mission to make 
all men see the fellowship of this mystery, We invite the whole 
world into that great house which is the house of prayer for all 
nations—a great home, indeed, as large as the heart of Him who is 
building it. Now I need not challenge your fidelity here, nor 
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should I congratulate you on holding this truth alone among the 
Churches. Many hold it as firmly.as we do; but some of the 
Evangelical communities, which are our fellows in the kingdom 
of God, are embarrassed by certain subtleness of creed, denying 
in word what they confess in act. But we preach a redemption 
without any fetters of theory or practice that already fills the 
world with the beginnings of light. Let us never forget that there 
is a sense in which this is one of our fundamental doctrines. 
You will further agree with me that it was part of our vocation 
to bear testimony to the universal privilege of an assured con- 
sciousness of personal salvation. On no point has the confession 
of the Christian Church been more uncertain and more at fault. 
Many made it the special privilege of a few: either the reward of 
long discipline, or the seal of an election within the election; 
many connected it with sacramental grace as its only channel; 
many denied its bestowment altogether, and limited the Christian 
privilege to the effect of the first touch of the Healer which half 
enlightened the eyes, forgetting the second touch that made the 
man see clearly. Nothing has been more distinctive of our com- 
mon doctrine than its insisting on the truth that the Holy Ghost 
seals every penitent believer on his believing; not after a certain 
interval, but when he trusts in Christ. We have ‘always asserted 
a preliminary light, lighting all who hear the Gospel for their con- 
viction, which is not the full evidence of salvation. On the other 
hand, we have proclaimed higher measures of the same Spirit of 
consecration afterward. But between these we have held firmly 
the critical blessing of a personal direct witness to every poor 
trusting sinner that he is a son of God. We have preached “one 
baptism of the Holy Ghost,” even as one sacrifice was offered. 
We every-where ask, “Did you receive the Holy Ghost when 
you believed?” not “after ye believed.” This is one of our 
notes. Let us, fathers and brethren, maintain our peculiarity— 
for it is such—strong in the defense of Scripture. We may ad- 
mit that faults have sometimes crept into our manner of stating 
the doctrine, and it has been misapplied in careless hands. Let 
us resolve to preach the truth as our fathers, and the apostles that 
were before them, preached it; and while we guide those who are 
inquiring the way to heaven to the Saviour who belongs to every 
man, let us bid them wait for the direct sealing of the Spirit of 
Christ, who is also given to each as his sealing evidence. 
It must be added that we had another mission, that of bringing 
into clearer prominence the social and fellowship character of 
Christians, as it is reflected in the Acts of the Apostles.. Here, 
also, there was much need of a new testimony, or of a new kind 
of testimony. The Church for long ages had too much lost sight 
of this principle of a close habitual bond between Christian and 
Christian. In some respects it had become little different from 
the baptized world. Strictly speaking, Methodism had not to 
_ begin a protest against this. There had been many efforts in a 
good direction. Almost all the centuries had witnessed the form- 
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ing a Church within the Church; confraternities and brother- 
hoods of the higher religious life existed, which sprang from a 
good impulse, however misdirected; orders and fellowships— 
friends of God—religious societies of various kinds; and pietistic 
gatherings in later times. But our distinction was to incorporate 
this kind of interior communion with the very constitution of the 
Church itself. And thus our secret obviated all the evils of the 
older plans. It set aside the notion of a privileged upper class, 
that of a higher religious estate, to be entered by what was 
termed “religions.” It prevented the creation of a sect within 
the Church, exclusive and free from supervision. The class- 
meeting subdivided all under appointed leaders, with free range 
of mutual edification, but under pastoral direction, and as incor- 
porated with pastoral oversight; one of the noblest creations of 
modern Christendom, and one that modern Christendom deeply 
needed. Here, again, there can be no doubt that our institution 
has had its faults of administration. Some things spoken against 
it may be true. A still higher institution was abused under the 
apostles’ eyes. Our class-meeting may sometimes have been too 
formal, too much regarded. as a peremptory rule of life, rather 
than as alhigh privilege. It may not have been always flexible 
enough, so as to make provision for the weaknesses of many. But, 
after all, the worst abuse of the class-meeting has been its disuse. 
It has been, still is, and will be, an immense power for good in 
the economy of Methodism $ one which many are adopting, and 
many who adopt it not envy. Let us challenge each other to 
maintain this institution inviolate. We are mutually jealous of 
each other. Wein England have been in danger of becoming 
lax; but the old devotion is reviving. No modification will be 
accepted among us that shall rob it of its old character. We have 

our fears concerning you. Relieve us of our fears, and send us 
back with the assurance that your terms of Christian fellowship, 
while they respect the original and sacred order of the Church, 
are not becoming independent of this, our primitive Society 
ordinance. 

We none of us doubt that the Spirit, who is always speaking to 
the Church, gave us a testimony concerning the measure of Chris- 
tian perfection attainable in this life. Here we found many errors 
and much truth blended together in great confusion. Doctrine 
had its ascetic and disciplinary perfection in the following of the 
imagined ‘“‘Counsels of Perfection.” Much of the evangelical sub- 
stitute for this was the Christian perfection which is ours in Christ 
alone, and quite independent of our attainment; sanctification 
in its entireness, as well as justification in its completeness, being 
imputed only. And there has been a strange commingling of 
these on mythical theories, of which I need not speak. Method- 
ism delivered none of its testimonies more unfalteringly than that 
which it delivered on this. Here, also, is one of its notes. It 
dared to defy the prejudices of men by speaking of a perfect 
estate of love; the perfect shedding abroad of Divine love inthe 
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heart, expelling every sinful affection and all that is called sin, 
and the perfect outgoing of love in return—the love that fulfills 
the law, regards the neighbor as self, and sacrifices self in the 
imitation of Christ. Rejecting the term “sinless perfection,” it held 
that of unsinning holiness. Sometimes obscure as to the means 
of attaining and the evidence of attainment, its general witness 
to the abolition of sin in our nature as a possible privilege was 
abundantly clear. We do well to be jealous of each other on this 
most vital subject. It was and is one of our most sacred trusts. 
Let us see to it that we guard it with all vigilance. We must 
return to our old standards, and preach the high privilege of the 
Christian life as our forefathers preached it. We must take heed 
of our Conferences, holiness meetings, and current literature, lest 
unawares the foundations of our doctrine are moved. We must, 
whether in England or in America, not be afraid of the doctrine 
that teaches perfection in Christ, and in us through our union 
with him, fencing the term by its everlasting guardians, Christian 
and evangelical. We must be on our guard against making it all 
of faith and nothing by works. We must combine the gift of 
holiness and the discipline of holiness. We must beware of mak- 
ing entire consecration into Christ, perfection; it is its beginning 
and its condition, rather than its realization in full. We begin 
with entire consecration, and go on unto perfection. We must 
maintain the hope of the destruction of the body of sin, not only 
through crucifixion with Christ, but also through our own persist- 
ent mortification of our sinning members. We must not con- 
found, as many dv, regeneration and sanctification. But I am 
not authorized, nor am I competent, to teach you; I am here 
only to challenge your fidelity to the old Methodist doctrine of 
the perfect love that casts out fear because it casts out sin, and 
makes the believer as Christ is in the world, one Spirit with him. 
And this salvation for all, attested to each, enjoyed in fellow- 
ship, and reaching perfection, we were raised up to spread through 
the world by a system of common aggression. We were com- 
missioned to do our part toward awakening the Church to a sense 
of its universal priesthood as to God, and universal service as to 
the world. We had much to do with the modern revival of ancient 
Christianity as a universal brotherhood of laborers for Christ. 
Other Churches share with us the principles which we were fore- 
most in making operative. But we must remember that it was 
our vocation to teach the universal priesthood, and to find work 
for every Christian in strict harmony with another principle, that 
of the separation of the ordained pastorate. For every Christian 
we find a service, but over all there ys the Christian government 
and guidance of those whom Christ sets apart and makes respon- 
sible. Let us remember this, as in England, so in America. We 
must resist to the uttermost the hierarchical idea that all Chris- 
tian work and Christian blessing are lodged with the ministry. 
But we must resist to the uttermost the idea that the New Tes- 
tament gives to all the same prerogative and power in the econ- 
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omy of grace. It has been the glory of Methodism in England 
to mediate between the hierarchical and the democratic extremes ; 
let it be its glory here also. 

- In bearing these testimonies we are one—one before the world, 
and one before the Churches; one to the very center of our 
common heart. We must continue one, not in the spirit of slef- 
complacency, or defiance, or self-assertion ; but we must humbly 
and with profound tenacity maintain our unity, waiting till all 
men join us. Alas for us if we should ever divide asunder on 
these subjects! This disruption of east and west’would have 
consequences which would make the old division of early times 
to be forgotten. Meanwhile we have our differences in other 
respects—not, of course, in essentials, but such differences as 
serve to illustrate that unity without uniformity which is the 
highest ideal of Christian union. 

The very title by which it is my privilege to address you sug- 
gests a certain difference in our internal character as Christian 
bodies. You are the Methodist Episcopal Church, giving that 
title the preponderance over that of the Methodist Societies of 
America. We are the Methodist Societies in England, giving 
that title the preponderance over that of the Methodist English ° 
Church. In other words, it seems to me that the ecclesiastical or 
churchly idea is stamped upon your Constitution more avowedly 
than upon ours, and that in ours the purely society idea is more 
pervasive than with you. Your speech bewrayeth you. The dif- 
ference between your ministerial phraseology and ours is marked. 
You have retained the sacred old terms which the New Testa- 
ment gave the Church, many of which we have almost lost. You 
have your bishops und elders and deacons, with sundry varia- 
tions upon them which savor more of the Church than the Society. 
We have been content from the beginning with the old Methodist 
traditional phrases of preachers, itinerants, chairmen of districts, 
and so forth. A stranger passing from English to American Meth- 
odism would be struck with the distinction in this branch of ter- 
minology. He would note the predominance among you of the 
terms pastor, and charge, and the Church, and so on through lesser 
shades of difference. I know it is possible to exaggerate this. 
The names are different, but the functions the same; and, after all 
that may be said as to your ecclesiastical nomenclature, it cannot 
be denied tnat you are “brethren” to each other more affection- 
ately than even in England. Moreover, all Churches and com- 
munities claim a certain license in this matter. There is not a 
Church constitution in Christendom which is perfectly faithful 
either to the terms or the functions of the various orders of the 
ministry. Certainly English Methodism cannot plead scriptural 
precedent for many of its offices; and you, in your discretion, 
have somewhat adapted the scriptural offices to the necessities of 
your work, and your adaptation has been from the beginning jus- 
tified. You have given your venerable Bishops a place and otfice 
of great importance—something beyond the synonymous chief 
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presbyter, or Superintendent; something different from a chair- 
man of a district; something different also from the diocesan 
bishop of earlier and later times; something new—in short, the 
product of your own genius, which reflects honor on your skill in or- 
ganization, and receives honor from the reverend men who hold 
it. None can visit you and not admire and venerate your Epis- 
copate. For my own part, the noble and statesmanlike document 
which it was my privilege to hear two days ago only confirmed 
an impression that I have always had, of the extreme value of 
such a general superintendency. But let me pass from this, only 
premising that we must not let the name bishop blind us to the 
fact that Methodism is essentially, throughout the world, presby- 
terian, whatever names it may give to its officers, and to whatever 
general directorate it may set them apart. Episcopal Methodism 
is, after all, presbyterian Methodism. We have not three orders. 
in the ministry. Hold fast your episcopal name, and honor your 
bishops and sustain their hands. There is no fear that the ven- 
erable title will ever be perverted with you. You are not likely 
to dritt into the old theory of an episcopal transmission of order 
and center of Christian unity. 

In other respects there is undeniably a more ecclesiastical or 
churchly stamp impressed upon your system. Your noble book 
of Discipline, with all its changes and reconstructions, is some- 
thing more like a codified embodiment of ecclesiastical canons 
than we can boast. You have also the fundamental articles of the 
Christian faith as a more explicit and avowed confession of Meth- 
odist doctrine than can be found in our more undefined and in- 
definite standards. As to the liturgy and ceremonial of worship, 
you may, generally speaking, lag behind us; but your tests of 
membership, and formal admission of members into the Christian 
Church, are much more in the direction to what I refer than our 
practice in England. And generally, in many undefinable ways, the 
Church idea looks more boldly out of your system than out of ours. 

It is not for me to strike any balance of advantages, nor to . 
assign the reason of the differences between us. We may learn 
much from each other. With all our deep-rooted love to the 
Society idea, we in England must reconcile ourselves, as you have 
done, to respond to all the obligations of the church idea. We 
have become, to all intents and purposes, a corporate ecclesiastical 
constitution, and inust, in the spirit if not in the letter, draw 
somewhat nearer to your methods of recognizing Church mem- 
bership. On the other hand, we have some lessons to teach you 
which we must beg you to learn, not from us as masters of your 
faith, but as helpers of your joy. We trust that you will sustain 
us in our determination to keep fast hold of the Society principle, 
with the two pillars on which it rests, the itinerancy and the class 
meeting. Let neither of these become obsolete; let neither of 
them become impaired in its efficiency. Devote much time, and 
prayer, and theught, to the consideration of the best means of 
reviving them where they languish, and of suppressing every tend- 
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ency to set them aside. Be one with us in this. We do not ask 
you to draw the line sharply between yourselves and Congrega- 
tionalism. We respect the Congregationalist system too much, 
whether in England or America, to allow of any such invidious 
caution.. But we must, on both sides of the Atlantic—for on both 
sides there is danger—remember that we are the Methodist peo- 
ple, and owe our all, as a people, to certain Society characteristics 
which are somewhat in danger, characteristics which are not.Con- 
gregational. Perhaps the danger is greater here, for progress is 
the law with you in a sense in which it is nota law with us. You 
are a people delighting in great experiments. If I may apply an 
illustration suggested by what I have witnessed here: you are 
sometimes. disposed to introduce a substitute where an amend- 
ment would be enough. But be prudent; be cautious for your- 
selves; what has worked well retain, and perfect without further 
innovation. Be cautious also for us, for whatever you do vibrates 
to England with all the subtlety and certainty, if not with the 
swiftness, of an international telegraph. We echo your songs, we 
are swayed by your revivalist tides: You introduce an elective 
laity into the legislation of the Church, we begin to sigh after the 
same thing. This fact warrants my liberty in making such a re- 
mark, which you must generously interpret. 

As to our external relations, the: differences are great and im- 
portant. JI can only touch upon them. You have your vast 
American continent every-where opening before and around you, 
I was going to say to infinity, and have nothing to do but to in» 
crease and multiply, and fill the land and subdue it. One who 
comes from the little garden inclosed yonder cannot but be im- 
pressed with this. The map assured us of it before; but traveling 
here, and listening to your roll-call, makes it a startling realization. 
Then you have an absolutely unfettered freedom of action among 
other communities, equal among equals, with a career of emula- 
tion unchecked by arbitrary religious distinctions. I need not 
tell you how much otherwise the matter is with us. By a great 
number of our fellow-Christians we are counted only a sect, the 
name having another meaning from that which it has with you. 
The word toleration, unknown to you, is not wholly obsolete with 
us. We are always conscious of a certain irritating relation to the 
Established Church, as also of a certain want of perfect sympathy 
with the opponents of that Church as such. In these respects 
our position is very different from yours. 

What is to be said concerning these great facts? Asa deputa- 
tion from England. I have to congratulate you on your noble 
freedom of action and generous rivalry with all Christian com- 
munities. We watch with interest your firm, strong steps in the 
race of the American Churches. We would fain see you foremost 
in every thing good among these Churches—an example and a 
stimulant to all believers in knowledge, in faith, in purity of dis- 
cipline, in zeal for souls, in reverence for divine things, and in all 
that constitutes the reflection of Christ’s image from his people. 
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We feel the ambition which you feel, though neither would express 
it in words, that Methodism should, in one great Christian State 
at least, be the acknowledged leader and representative of evan- 
gelical Christianity. We greatly rejoice in the report you are 
able to give of your progress in every direction—north, south, 
east, and west—of the healing of old wounds, and the renewing of 
old bonds; of the prosperity ‘of your schools and colleges ; of the 
gradual and sure consolidation of your work; and of the enor- 
mous increase God has given you. We take note of the growth 
of your constituent bodies, and almost wonder that your hun- 
dredth Conference does not form part of your Centennial celebra- 
tion. Generally, fathers and brethren, we are here—my col- 
league, who will dwell upon your internal economy as I have not 
done, and myself—to express our English sympathy and joy in all 
your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope. 

As to ourselves, we would beg you to remember that our pecul- 
iar relations to England are not all tribulation, though we cannot 
count them all joy. We have the opportunity of exercising the 
graces of magnanimity and forbearance. which, as a community, 
we have hitherto made our study. We serve a good purpose in 
the complicated ecclesiastical relations of England by occupying 
a middle place between the Establishment and the extreme Non- 
conformists. Our conservative policy is neither, on the one hand, 
that of avowed adhesion to the principle of a national Church, 
nor, on the other, that of avowed hostility to it. Neither our 
origin nor our traditions allow either. We think we are bound to 
remember, and you must bear it in mind in your judgment of us, 
that we have two distinct classes of opinion in our midst. We 
must respect and conciliate both. There is a deep feeling of rev- 
erence for the old Church, its history and traditions, and some- 
thing like a filial sentiment still remains. There is a strong feeling 
in the other direction. Our peace is in respecting each other’s 
prepossessions. Moreover, we offer a refuge to multitudes who 
sigh for what the Church of England sometimes fails to give them, 
but who would not join her declared enemies. All these things 
must be remembered by you in your estimate of our temperate 
policy in relation to the old Church of the land and its foes. 

Suffer me, in all simplicity, to add here a caution applicable to 
both hemispheres of Methodist life. We are alike in danger of 
being infested by the unholy and restless spirit of politics in re- 
ligion and religion in politics. St. Paul’s counsel to Timothy 
applies to Churches as well as to individuals: ‘‘ No man that war- 
reth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life.” After all, the 
merely political affairs of our respective countries are, in relation 
to our great work, “the things of this life.” We must, indeed, 
“render unto Cesar the things which are Cesar’s, and unto God the 
things that are God’s.”” But we must not so interpret the words 
as to press them into the'service of a corporate interference of 
Methodism in politics. The word “render” must have a different 
meaning in the two relations. There are times when our corpo- 
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rate power must be brought to bear on civil government, both for 
aid and for opposition. But those times are few. Our supreme 
principle must be to remember the one bond of our loyalty to 
Jesus, our King and Lord. ‘May you in America, and we in En- 
gland, have grace to be wise in this respect, and while we look 
with the left eye at the politics around us, keep the right eye for 
our one supreme concern! 

This leads me to a concluding observation on something higher 
than our mutual differences: our absolute unity in the common 
kingdom of our common Saviour. 

We are one in the kingdom or cause which is founded upon 
a truth, a system of truth that must be defended. Between you 
and us there is only one heart on this subject. I have spoken 
of a distinctive testimony, but as taking it for granted that we 
steadfastly join the whole of evangelical Christendom in maintain- 
ing those primitive and underlying truths which are the basis of 
our Christianity Both here and in England there are many anti- 
christs, whose voices are heard in loud clamor or in subtle argu- 
ment against the verity of the Scriptures and their central truth, 
that the Son of God came in the flesh. These voices are, alas! 
too often heard in the Churches themselves. I thank God, not in 
ours! Our literature is faithful; our colleges are uninfected by 
skepticism. This is saying much for England. To God be the 
glory! We rejoice that you can bear the same testimony. Your 
literature also is faithful; your colleges are inviolate. Let us 
challenge each other to eternal fidelity to the central Book and 
its central truth, and all that it irradiates. 

We are one, fathers and brethren, in the glorious cause which 
we live to maintain, and to which each of us is pledged. In this 
great cause all distinctions of race, and nationality, and govern- 
ment disappear. In this we are not Americans and English, but 
Christ is all and in all. The glorious emptre of the Mediator 
overarches alllands. It borrows its names from both our govern- 
ments. It is the commonwealth of the New Israel, made up of 
united states and fellowships under the one supreme President; 
it is also the kingdom of Jesus, who reigns over the nations from 
his throne in the Church, and his scepter ruleth over all. In the 
rich light and glory of this eternal truth we can merge our national 
differences and count them naught. Whatever our opinions or 
prepossessions may be as to the principles of earthly governments, 
we bow down alike before His throne; the wings of our common - 
Immanuel spread over both continents, making them one. 

May I not add, that this great truth will shed its luster and 
sanctity on your national centennial, which in this lhght we, in 
behalt of English Methodism, celebrate with you. I would not 
be understood to intimate that our sympathy with you in this 
great year rests only upon our high and heavenly reconciliation in 
Christ. Far be it from me to mean this. You and we are alike 
generous and Christian enough to rejoice together in the great 
event which, a hundred years ago, displayed the hand of Providence 
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in making you an independent people, great in yourselves, and 
strong in the prophecy of larger greatness. We know full well 
that no Act of Independence can make you, in the deepest sense, 
independent of Old England; we hold you by an indissoluble 
bond. The blood in your veins beats true to the pulsation of our 
heart, and our heart beats true to yours. And you are too noble to 
allow any touch of bitterness to sully the purity of your great 
commemoration. But, after all, your centennial is, as your public 
Government has fully shown, a religious festival at the foot of the 
heavenly throne. You are bent on superadding to your national 
and civil rejoicing a great tribute to Him who took up your na- 
tional independence into his counsel for the government of the 
world. May he accept your tribute, and sanctify your national 
festival to the increase of grace in your hearts, your householdsl 
your ministry, and your common work ! 

In this more blessed kingdom we are all living, and toiling, and 
suffering, and dying, sustained by its glorious hopes. We shall 
have our reward if we faint not. You have had some tender allu- 
sions to the record of your faithful dead. But you have not in 
this Conference what gives such solemnity to ours, the early trib- 
ute to the departed. It would be a joy to me to hear more fully 
their names, and. how you glorify God in their death, and how 
they glorified God in their life. But it is enough that we are on 
our way to join them. With all our strength, and activity, and 
vigor of life, we are after all a procession—not a sad, but a joyful 
one—of men who are toiling their way to the last sacrifice. Let us 
this day renew our covenant of life and death in this kingdom, 
determined to spend and be spent—what words are these !—in 
the service of Him who lived, and died, and rose, and revived, that 
he might be Lord of the dead and of the living. ‘‘ Whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord’s.”’ 

But he is here the Lord of the living, and in him, in union with 
his person, we are one this day in the best of all unity. In him 
we are vitally, organically, and eternally one, joined to the Lord, 
and one spirit with him. He is in our midst, for we are met in 
his name. If ever he is in the midst, it is in such an assembly as 
this, where every thought and deliberation, every project and 
purpose, every act and deed, directly or indirectly, has reference 
to his cause. Let me then, finally, challenge your devotion to him. 
Let us pour out before him the tribute of our full and fervent 
loyalty. Let us bow down before his awful presence and worship 
at his feet. So, shall we all feel the virtue that flows from him 
filling our hearts, and know how strong we are in our unity, how 
united in our strength, in the name of Him who makes us one, to 
whom, from us and ours, from America and from England, from 
_ ail the earth, and when earth and its labors are forgotten, from 
the depth of eternity, be all glory and honor forever. 
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In attempting to address this audience at this moment, after the 
exhaustive address to which we have listened, one which has made 
such a demand upon our thought, and I have no doubt so deeply 
touched our hearts, I feel that the work I have to do this morn- 
ing 1s not a very easy one to perform. 

A royal critic has said of Dr. Barrows, that he was the most 
unfair preacher that he had ever heard, because he so handled 
his subject as to leave nothing for any one to say afterward. And 
I think, that after what my beloved friend and colleague, Mr. 
Pope, has said, the largest part of the subject that might have been 
supposed to be common to our deputation to-day has been so 
exhausted that there is little left for me to add. Perhaps I may 
find a nook for myself, from which to offer a few words. One 
thing I will say, and that is, that although I do not feel at ease, 
still in a sense I feel pretty well at home. A person may be at 
home and not at ease. You, Bishop Janes, and some of your 
episcopal colleagues, have been known to me for more than a 
few years, and I have had relations with some of the most distin- 
guish brethren who belong to the floor of this Conference, as well 
as with some who are no longer in this life. Therefore, it is with 
some personal comfort and much personal satisfaction that I find 
myself present here to-day. I rejoice, and yet I must say that 
’ IT rejoice just now with trembling. 

In addressing yourself, your episcopal colleagues, and this 
great assembly of Christian brethren, ministers and laymen, 
auspiciously united in counsel and in sympathy in this centennial 
year of your nation—and I think I may in a just sense add, your 
Church’s independence—I feel myself utterly in default as one of 
the representatives of British Methodism. I feel as if we were 
called upon to speak in behalf of our country at such an hour as 
this, as well as our country’s Methodism, and to do so worthily is 
no light or easy task. 

America celebrates this year, in the great and beautiful neigh- 
bor city of Philadephia, the centenary of her national independ- 
ence, and you may be said to celebrate at the same time the 
centenary of your national independent life as the Methodist 
Church of the States. This, indeed, was the necessary conse- 
quence and result of your achieved autonomy as a people. An 
independent nation could not but have an independent Church, 
and from that church-independence, coeval with your birth as a 
people, have grown many of the special characteristics of your 
Methodism. ‘The national life of your country has been thorough 
ly transfused into the veins of your church-life. Your Church 
was destined and made ready for your country; was born from 
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the same throes and agony, and has become great through the 
same shaping influences. Your country, under Divine Providence, 
has made your Church what it is. It is an American Church or 
it is nothing. It is zze American Church, as no other is. An 
American might be excused for thinking that Methodism was 
created for America. America, it cannot be doubted, was pre- 
destined to be the great field of Methodist development and 
triumph. No other Church was capable of adapting itself com- 
pletely to the conditions, the exigencies, the necessities, of your 
irregular, impulsive, infinitely various, your multitudinous and un- 
limited national life and development. But for Methodism, what 
would your crowds of immigrants and adventurers have become? 
What sort of a life would have grown up among your wilder- 
nesses? But with God’s blessing on Methodism, what heroic chap- 
ters of Christian history were enacted, and what a life of faith and 
devotion has actually grown up under the shades of your forests, 
and within your vast river-valleys! Your own distinguished 
church historian has well said, that what was needed for your 
country a hundred years ago was a “religious system, energetic, 
migratory, itinerant, extempore, like the population -itself;”’ and 
that without such divinely provided help, “demoralization and 
hot barbarism must have overflowed the continent.” 

Providence, however, was not behindhand. Methodism was 
ready for the hourof need. The result has been the grandest and 
most wonderful century of national church progress that the 
world has seen. 

In celebrating your national centenary you cannot but, as rep- 
resenting the Methodist Church, also review and give thanks 
for this amazing growth of your own Church during the century 
of its independent existence. 

Fathers and brethren, let me, at least on behalf of my own 
Church, of your British brethren, assure you how heartily and 
how entirely we on our side—we of the older, but now so much 
smaller branch of our Methodist family—sympathize with you this 
day in your joy and thanksgiving. 

If England looks now with all sympathy, and even with parental 
pride, on her formerly alienated offspring—her gigantic, although 
still but youthful, sclon—yet more proudly and thankfully does 
British Methodism look upon the growth and the greatness of her 
daughter Church. 

British Methodism, indeed, has a special right to regard the 
hour of your present celebration with ungrudging sympathy.- It is 
well known with what frankness our common founder expressed 
his satisfaction at the position and prospects of your.Church in 
view of that liberty, as he said, wherewith God had “‘so strangely 
made you free.” 

But it is not quite so widely known foie wisely, how faithfully, 
how lovingly, he pleaded your cause with the English ministry 
during the time of the struggle, and from a very early period of 
that struggle. He had gone against your cause at the first, but 
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with characteristic candor and equity he before long both under- 
stood and declared the truth. Convinced of the righteousness 
of your cause, in a memorable and prophetic letter written in 
duplicate, and addressed to two leading members of the British 
ministry—Lord North, the Premier, and the Earl of Dartmouth— 
he pleaded your country’s cause with singular force and with 
prophetic insight. 

“An oppressed people,” he declared in this historic letter, 
“asked for nothing more than their legal rights,” and asked for 
them “in the most modest and inoffensive manner which the nature 
of the thing would allow.” “They are strong,” headded; “ they 
are valiant: they are one and all enthusiasts—enthusiasts 
for liberty—calm, deliberate enthusiasts.” “They are terribly 
united ; they think they are contending for their wives, children, 
and liberty.” ‘Whatever has been affirmed, these men will not 
be frightened, and they will not be conquered easily.” The date 
of that letter was 1775. It may well be quoted in this centen- 
nial year; standing, too, as we do, almost in view of the statue of 
Washington, who in that year assumed the command of your 
country’s forces. 

Another thing let me be permitted to say with regard to this 
historic Conference—this memorable Conference of to-day. It 
is assembled in the city of Baltimore. I count it a good fortune 
to be permitted to visit your General Conference not only when 
it is thus celebrating its centenary, as well as the national cen- 
tennial, but when it celebrates that centenary in this city of Bal- 
timore. Surely no so fitting place for the assembling of this Cen- 
tennial Conference, as I may call it, could have been found as 
the city of Baltimore. Baltimore, I take it, more than any other 
city of this country, was the nursing mother of your primitive 
Methodism. Robert Strawbridge—does he not take precedence, 
in order of time, of all others who planted Methodism in these 
States? However that may be, the memories of “ Perry Hall” 
and Francis Asbury are inseparably and eternally associated with 
this city. I observe that just one hundred years ago an impor- 
tant Annual Conference was held in Baltimore; and I find that 
those most critical and important formative Conferences of 1785 
and 1792 were held here. Nay, I find that of the first eight Gen- 
eral Conferences after and including 1796, seven were held in this 
city. I therefore venture to say that this, above all other places, 
is the place where an Englishman whose privilege it is to be 
present at the centennial celebration, would desire to mingle with 
his brethren of this great transatlantic Church, 

And while we stand here, sir and brethren, names which are to 
you bright and historic, and never to be forgotten, come up also 
to our recollection, for they have become a part of Methodist his- 
tory in our country as well as yours. Asbury, that great modern 
apostle, Freeborn Garrettson, Jesse Lee, and many another name. 
are inseparably associated with Baltimore, and with the early his- 
troy and triumphs of Methodism in this great land. 
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There are many things besides that I would like to say, but I feel 
that the time is exhausted, and I must abstain from speaking of them. 
Some things which I had thought of saying have been anticipated 
in the admirable address to which we have already listened. 

Your condition in this country is necessarily different from 
ours in England. Yours is the great Church of this land. I do 
not say that we have been faultless, that we have been as effect- 
ive as we might have been; but we could never have been to 
England what your Church has become to this country. The 
thing was simply impossible. You had the land before you. 
You were on the crest of the rising tide, in the very advance of 
civilization; or it might be even within the borders of barbarism, 
but still you were there. Wherever settlers went, there your 
itinerants were soon found; they turned up every-where. Nay, 
it was not only a question of itinerancy, but it seemed that Meth- 
odism was almost like the thistle-down, carried every-where, float- 
ing on every breath of air, and taking root and spreading its life 
every-where, not only by the service and zeal of the ministry, but of 
the laity as well. It isin the very fiber of our Methodism, sir, that 
it recognizes the right of the laity to teach and put forth Christian 
effort every-where. This it has always maintained, and it was that 
lay-liberty of Christian life and testimony that enabled your Church 
to go from spot to spot, advancing itself throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. Like the thistle-down, did I say? Yes, but 
it took root like the oak, or rather like the sacred banyan-tree, 
whose every branch, descending into the soil, strikes deep its 
roots, and thence sends forth its branches again far and wide till 
the whole land is overshadowed with its grandeur, and all peo- 
ple partake of its fruits. This was your privilege, sir; it was not 
ours. That was your vocation under Providence; it was not 
ours. We have striven to do what we could, but we have for the 
most part succeeded best, perhaps only, where the population was 
comparatively new. There can be no greater mistake than to 
suppose that John Wesley, in his life-time, took hold of the length 
and breadth of England. This supposition is one of the promi- 
nent errors arising from the rhetorical exaggeration which, on 
such a subject, is exceedingly natural; but if any one will take the 
trouble to investigate, he will find that the successes of Method- 
ism were not great in the agricultural districts. Its greatest suc- 
cesses were in those places where there were fishermen, and 
miners, and colliers, and hand-loom weavers, and among the 
lower middle classes of our middle-sized towns. It is a part of 
our duty now to force our way into those agricultural counties 
where to Methodism the soil is still virgin. I say, then, that the 
conditions in your country and ours are widely different. You 
know how hard you had to fight in New England, but we had 
to fight harder over the whole of our land. In England the 
ground was preoccupied by two formations and two growths: the 
primary, or Anglican; and the secondary, that of Calvinistic dis- 
sent. To force a footing, to gain a rooting, against and amid 
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such preoccupation, against these two antecedent dominions— 
often combined in their resistance to our attempts—has been 
a difficult and tedious operation. We have succeeded well and 
rapidly only where we have found recent alluvial soil-—aggre- 
gations of industrial population gathered together in compara- 
tively recent years. But for all that, we do not abate one jot 
of hope. We are laying out our missionary plans and other 
schemes of work every-where, and although London was the 
place where we took feeble hold and were found in smallest num- 
bers, yet, thank God! through the energy of some noble-spirited 
individuals, we have been enabled in the past twenty years to 
double our members and our influence. 

Before closing I must say that we have a fund for the exten- 
sion of Methodism, and have a magnificent standard to which we 
are aiming to raise it, but I am afraid we shall not easily reach 
our standard. It is proposed that we shall make this fund 
$1,000,000, which shall be used to extend Methodism in the rural 
districts to which I have referred. Sir Francis Lycett has offered 
$200,000 toward this fund if we can find others to make up the 
million. Our foreign missions still continue to grow and prosper. 
Our yearly missionary revenue is now reckoned at $900,000. In 
our Sunday-schools we have seven hundred thousand scholars, 
which, taking into account our Church membership and standing in 
the country, is even a larger proportion than you can show. Our 
Sunday-School Union is also steadily taking hold of circuit after 
circuit and school after school, so that we doubt not it will prove 
a great success. In our day-schools we have about 180,000 schol- 
ars and 940 teachers: but I will not refer at length to this subject 
of day-schools this morning. It would take too much time, and 
is somewhat complicated. 

There are not a few great problems pressing upon us, as upon 
you, for solution; and if each will watch the other, and remember 
always that what is good for one may not be for the other, and 
yet that we may learn much from each other, I have no doubt 
that the mutual study will be exceedingly beneficial. 

One of these problems personal to us is to consummate and 
complete our scheme for lay co-operation. It is well known that 
we have had laymen in our district meetings, which correspond 
nearly to your Annual’ Conferences, and also, in a modified form, 
in our General Conference for years past, but we think that the 
form of their co-operation can be improved. 

We have also to adapt our circuit system to the needs of the 
large towns. We have found that large circuits do not do well in 
our large towns; but we have found also that stations do not do 
well either, and we are, therefore, coming to a kind of intermedi- 
ate plan by which we strive to associate together, as far as possible, 
two ministers with two strong Churches, and perhaps an infant 
Church as a nursling, the ministers supported on a common 
basis by the two. This whole question, however, is one that de- 
mands from us careful study. 
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Mr. Pope has referred to the fact that some provision should 
be made for those who are not members of our classes and Socie- 
ties, but are God-fearing and devoted people, and who habitually 
attend our services. I am sorry to say that, as yet, we have not 
been able to come to any clear agreement as to the proper basis 
upon which that most important principle should be settled. We 
shall in that respect watch with great interest what you may do. 

Then, too, there is the question of the relation of our children 
to the Church. As to this question, you, who in every thing have 
churchly sympathies, have been and are in advance of us, and 
have set us an example in your manner of dealing with baptized 
children which I have no doubt may be of profit to us. 

We find it hard to combine scholarship with plain, faithful, and 
practical preaching. We must have the scholarship, and we must 
also have the warm testimony. For the morning sermon we must 
have scholarly and faithful instruction in the things of God, arid 
for the Sunday evening congregations we must have the grand, 
commanding testimony as to the need of salvation, and the way 
of salvation; and we feel that without the Sunday morning in- 
struction, and the large and crowded Sunday evening congrega- . 
tions, it is impossible for our Methodism to hold her position. 

Now, sir and brethren, I must close. Three years ago I had 
the privilege of visiting this country, and met then with such 
generous hospitality and universal sympathy and courtesy as I 
never expect anywhere to meet again, unless it be on my visit to 
you on this present occasion. The result of that visit was many 
friendships and warm personal attachments—an attachment to 
the people of this country independent of differences of opinion 
and judgment upon matters of theory, whether political or eccle- 
siastical—an attachment of heart to heart, which I believe is very 
widely exemplified among our own people on that side, and yours 
on this side, of the great. ocean. 

Now, I have no hope whatever of visiting your country again. 
To have seen you, to have looked upon you in your meeting, to 
have joined you in your fellowship, to have made a few more 
friends before we all go hence and be no more, that will be a 
bright thing to think about, and a happy recollection to cherish. 
I believe that there is no Church in the world that has such respon- 
sibilities as yours, not one. Your position here—look at this 
continent !—is in the heart of the country; you are commanding 
the center and the corners of the land. I see some of the diffi- 
culties against which you have to contend, and some of the 
temptations you must guard against. I pray to God that he will 
give you the spirit of wisdom and counsel, a spirit of humble 
searching for truth, and of mutual confidence, and consultation, 
and love; and then I doubt not, that upon this branch of our 
common Methodism, grown into the great Methodism of the 
earth, will rest blessings untold, and from generation to genera- 
tion. May God grant it! 
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REPLY TO THE BRITISH CONFERENCE. 


THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH TO THE BRITISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 


REVEREND AND DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We were filled 
with joy on receiving the address of your Conference at Sheffield 
in 1875 by the hands of your honored representatives, the Rev. 
William B. Pope and the Rev. Dr. James H. Rigg, whom you had 
appointed to visit us. The intelligence it gave us of your labors 
in the cause of our Lord Jesus Christ, and your prosperity, was 
most welcome, while you could not easily have sent us messen- 
gers more acceptable than the beloved brethren who brought 
it. Though before personally unknown to most of us, Mr. Pope 
delighted us with his personal bearing, his devoutness of spirit, 
his fullness of attainment and eloquence in discourse, both in his 
public address in fulfillment of his mission and in his sermon 
before the Conference; and Dr. Rigg, known to many of us by 
his former visit to this country, impressed us strongly by his 
deportment and wisdom. 

We thank God in your behalf for the successes which he is giving 
you in the great work whereunto you are providentially called, 
both in your foreign mission fields and at home. We rejoice with 
you in your increase in your old-established Societies; in the 
abundant revenues which the Lord of the whole earth is putting 
into your hands for the extension of his kingdom; in the growing 
magnitude of your Sunday-school and educational operations; 
and, above all, in the fruitful extension of your labors into regions 
in your own land which you have, until recently, been unable to 
entér. Our hearts are cheered and encouraged by your toils and 
successes as we learn them both from your letter and the fuller 
statements of your representatives; arid we pray that you may be 
so plentifully filled with all wisdom, and so mightily clothed with 
power from on high, that the utmost desires of your hearts for the 
glory of our Lord may be given you. 

With respect to ourselves, we are thankful that we are able to 
inform you that, through the blessing of God, our labors have not 
been in vain. More than a quarter of a million of persons have 
been admitted into our Church during the four years that have 
elapsed since our last General Conference, so that our present 
membership is 1,642,456, with an itinerant ministry of 10,923. 
We have in the same period added 1,193 to our church edifices, 
making a present total of 15,633. Our Sunday-schools also are 
prosperous, numbering 19,287, with 207,182 officers and teachers, 
and 1,406,168 scholars. Our educational work we are prosecut- 
ing with vigor. In the celebration of our national centennial, an 
event which marks the present year, we have thought it appro- 
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priate to direct that collections in aid of this cause be made in 
all our congregations, which, with the special and larger gifts of 
the more wealthy of our people, will, we hope, more adequately 
endow our institutions of learning, and enlarge our other perma- 
nent educational funds. 

We have also in the same four years, as you are aware, opened 
missions in Mexico and Japan with great promise of excellent re- 
sults, continuing at the same time our work in our older mission 
fields in Africa, South America, Asia, and Europe. We are thus 
endeavoring to bear a part in carrying the blessed Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ into the “regions beyond,” ardently longing 
for the overthrow of whatever exalteth itself against him; yet not 
doing according to the measure of our desire, partly because of 
the necessity that is upon us from the incessant demands of our 
home evangelical enterprises, and partly from the great financial 
distress that is afflicting our country. With a rigid adherence to 
the earnest habits of our past history, we are steadfastly striving 
to cover our vast territory with our net-work of circuits and sta- 
tions, not omitting the most ancient settlements on the one hand, 
and continually, on the other, keeping pace with the ever-advanc- 
ing frontier, that this whole land may most speedily be won, and 
most firmly held, for Christ. 

While you are led to a renewed care for your work at home and 
abroad, we are, in our turn, stimulated by your example and 
words to go forth with a fresh ardor for the conversion of the 
world. We thank you for your warm welcome as fellow-workers 
in Italy, where you were before us, and it is our purpose that 
there, as elsewhere, the “old, close, and affectionate fraternity” 
between us shall be maintained. 

You remind us of the calling common to our Methodism, and 
of our oneness in doctrine, in spirit, and in evangelical aims; nor 
is your emphasis too great. With you we have learned them sit- 
ting at the feet of Wesley, our common founder. Our pulpits 
constantly proclaim a universal redemption through the sacrificial 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, the conscious assurance of pardon 
to the believer, and the privilege of all to know, in their personal 
life and experience, the fullness of divine love. We have clung to 
these essential truths from the beginning, and never, as we believe, 
have our ministers and people more fervently cherished a stead- 
fast reliance on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. We 
rejoice in this oneness with you, though in some matters of polity 
and administration we are unlike you. Yet even here we have, in 
some important respects, the authority of our founder. It was 
Wesley who advised our fathers in this country to constitute their 
Societies into a Church, and such we are, but not a hierarchical one 
We are Episcopal Methodists through his counsel and his ordina- 
tion of our first Bishop; yet our episcopacy is not a prelacy. Our 
practical economy we have enlarged and modified to adapt it to our 
varying necessities, yet we retain with tenacity the itinerant gen- 
eral superintendency which he gave us, and the system of itinerancy 
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as well, both of which have so greatly contributed to our growth 
and strength. Nevertheless, we have not forgotten, and we hope 
always to remember, the grandeur of our calling, that we were 
raised up “to reform the continent, and spread Scripture holi- 
ness over these lands.” We are profoundly impressed with a 
sense of our grave responsibility, of which you so tenderly speak, 
as the largest Church of the Methodist family. We deeply feel 
that our success and our safety alike lie in a faithful adherence to 
the “ Methodist testimony ” received by both you and us from our 
fathers. 

Since our last General Conference we have been bereaved of 
our beloved Bishop Morris, the senior of our chief pastors, who in 
a ripe old age closed his useful life and passed to his reward; and 
also of Bishop Roberts, our missionary Bishop for Africa. 

One of our beloved Bishops, accompanied by an honored min- 
ister of the Church, will be appointed to visit you, and we com- 
mend them to you as eminently worthy of your regard. They 
will more fully inform you of our affairs. 

And now, dear fathers and brethren, we commend you to 
“the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal 
glory,” praying that “the fellowship of the Spirit’? may be with 
you all, “and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE. 
13,—Journal, page 264. 


ADDRESS OF THE IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE TO THE 
BISHOPS AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, 


- DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN :—We gladly embrace the opportu- 
nity of again addressing you in the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 
Holding to him as the ‘“‘one Lord” and Head of his Church, we 
rejoice to maintain with you, in our common system of doctrine, 
“ one faith,” and to witness, in our common experience of the life- 
giving energy of the Holy Ghost, ‘‘ one baptism.” 

Your letter was received by us with affectionate respect, and, 
while regretting the occasion which deprived us of the presence 
of your representatives, and of the pleasure of greeting them in 
our assembly, we gratefully appreciate the interest in our work in 
Ireland which you so kindly and warmly express, and we heartily 
reciprocate your assurances of fraternal esteem and love. _ 

We admire the fidelity and zeal of your ministry in seeking to 
overtake and supply the wants of your very mixed and ever- 
growing population; the liberality of your laity in sustaining 
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your varied institutions ; and the facility with which your opera- 
tions are adapted to the changes continually passing in your 
great country. Nor do we less admire the enterprise with which 
your missions are prosecuted in heathen lands; while we praise 
God for the success with which, in every department, he has 
crowned your labors, and pray that he may yet more and more 
multiply you and bless you, and make you a blessing. 

So far as our work in this country is concerned, we continue 
to prosecute it under old discouragements: the sparseness of 
the Protestant population in the South and West, which now, in 
some districts, claims all the more attention henatise of the re- 
duced agency of the disestablished Church; emigration, still tak- 
ing our sons and daughters to other lands; and a strong and 
grasping popery, still holding in chains of ignorance and super- 
stition the greater part of the people. But we are not left with- 
out proofs of the Divine presence and favor. Our numbers show 
a small yet hopeful increase; the liberality of our people is 
maintained; and though we are not able to increase the number 
of laborers as the wants of several localities demand, we have 
endeavored to sustain our general mission, and are thankful for 
the access it has had to many whom we could not otherwise reach, 
and for the success with which it has been attended. 

By arrangement with our brethren in England, having received 
from them a capital sum of £20,000 to be invested for this pur- 
pose, we have formed a distinct fund for the support of our 
“worn-out ministers and ministers’ widows.” A movement set 
on foot by our steadfast friend, Alderman M’Arthur, of London, 
M.P., has been generously carried forward in our several circuits, 
by which it is now confidently expected £15,000 will be added 
to this amount, so that something like a secure, if not adequate, 
provision may be made for those brethren who by age or ill- 
health are laid aside from circuit work, and for the widows of 
ministers who have spent not only strength but life in this service. 

Our educational institutions also continue to hold an impor- 
tant position. The College of Belfast has been the means of 
greatly increasing the influence of Methodism in Ireland, and, 
notwithstanding a visitation of sickness, which thinned for a time 
the number of pupils in attendance, it is now, in every respect, in 
a healthy and prosperous condition. The training given to young 
men in the theological department is likely to prove a source of 
strength to our ministry and of blessing to those among whom they 
may be called tolabor. The amount promised for endowment of 
the College has been almost realized ; and to you, who have from the 
outset taken such a liberal interest in the progress of the institu- 
tion, it may not be unacceptable to learn that an extern hospital 
has been added to the buildings, and that the inclosure of the 
grounds is now complete. The Connectional School in Dublin 
sustains its character as a first class educational establishment, 
and efforts are being made to secure more suitable premises, 
those in which it has been hitherto conducted being nearly out 
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of lease. While our interest in general education has in no wise 
slackened, we are giving increased attention to our Sabbath- 
schools, well knowing that the true safety for the rising race is to 
be found in that knowledge of the Holy Scriptures whereby they 
may be made wise unto salvation. 

_ Since we last addressed you fair progress has also been made 
in additions to our church and school buildings, and houses for 
our ministers, at a cost of £23,018. 

The visit of evangelists from your country, whose labors both 
in this and the sister island have been attended with remarkable 
blessing, has furnished occasion for the practical development of 
a desire for closer union, more especially among ministers of differ- 
ent evangelical denominations, in carrying out the great objects of 
the Christian Church in the conversion and salvation cf men. In 
this result we greatly rejoice. We are also cheered by the nearer 
prospect of union between ourselves and the other principal body 
of Methodists in Ireland. Committees of both bodies have con- 
ferred on the subject; their meetings and deliberations have 
been characterized by the greatest harmony and good feeling; 
they have reported to their respective Conferences; the conclusions 
arrived at up to the present are all favorable to the object, and 
negotiations are continued in the hope that the difficulties yet in 
the way may be surmounted, and the desired union may be happily 
attained. 

We have been much gratified by a non-official visit of the Rev. 
Dr. Curry, Editor of the “Christian Advocate,” New York. His 
intercourse with us has been very pleasant, his ministry highly 
acceptable and profitable, and the information afforded by him 
concerning the progress of the Methodist Episcopal Church, both 
at home and abroad, has greatly cheered us, and caused us to 
give thanks to God on your behalf. 

We do not deem it expedient for the present to send a repre- 
sentative to your venerable assembly, but trust that one of our 
brethren may be deputed to convey to your next following Gener- 
al Conference our fraternal greetings, as well by word of mouth 
as by letter. 

We pray that the presence and blessing of the great Head of the 
Church may eminently crown your assembly, and guide you in all 
your deliberations. 

Signed on behalf and by order of the Conference, 

Wm. Morey Punsuon, LL.D., President. 


JosepH W. M’Kay, Secretary. 
Be.rast, June 24, 1875. 
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14,—sJournal, page 381. 
REPLY TO THE IRISH WESLEYAN CONFERENCE, 


To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE [IRISH WESLEYAN 
CONFERENCE. 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN IN CurisT:: It is with Christian 
joy that we acknowledge the receipt of your fraternal letter, and 
now return your greetings in the Lord. The assurance that God 
is still with you strengthens our faith and gives us great comfort. 
The progress of the kingdom of God in all lands, and by all 
agencies, is a matter of deep interest to us, and of devout thanks- 
giving; but we think the cherishing a peculiar interest in the 
prosperity of all the various branches of the Methodist family is 
not inconsistent with that charity and love which are due all those 
who love our Lord Jesus Chfist in sincerity. 

There are special reasons why Irish Methodism should have a 
warm recognition from us. We cannot forget that we owe much 
to it in the persons of our founders, and many others, whose biog- 
raphies are a part of. the history of our own Church; or that 
American Methodism is greatly enriched by the piety and zeal, 
the fervor and liberality, of thousands of your countrymen, and 
that you are constantly adding to our wealth in these regards; or 
that universal Methodism is greatly indebted to you for the mis- 
sionary zeal which you illustrate; or that the treasures of knowl- 
edge and learning which you have laid upon our common altar 
have been a benediction to the theology of the Christian Church 
of all coming time. 

We appreciate also, in some measure at least, the difficulties 
under which you prosecute your labors of evangelization. Rome 
is your great foe, as she is the great adversary of all that is repre- 
sented in the Methodist movement, of which you stand as one of 
the living exponents. All your gains over her are ours; all your 
achievements belong to Christendom in their results. Ireland, 
converted to Protestantism, and the world breathes freer. Jet 
the shamrock become the symbol of Ireland’s redemption, and a 
mighty stage is made toward the millennium. 

‘Recognizing the imperative demand made upon the Church for 
men of learning in the prosecution of her work, we rejoice over 
your success in founding schools where your ministers may be 
trained and your missionaries prepared for their work, and your 
people generally brought under the hallowed influence of a relig- 
ious education. An educated Church, when godly, is a conquering 
Church. 

With regard to ourselves a large prosperity still dwells with us, 
for God hath not forgotten us. Our work is very extensive. 
Ceaseless vigilance is demanded and exercised on the part of our 
Bishops, and great sacrifices are made by many of our pastors, that 
the “work of God be not hindered.”” Our missions to Mexico and 


1876.] Reply to the Irish Wesleyan Conference. 461 


among the Indians are being crowned with success; our labors 
among the freedmen, a work of difficulty, and requiring much wis- 
dom in its prosecution, are full of encouragement; our foreign 
missions are constantly enlarging, and thousands are yearly being 
gathered into our Churches. During the past year God has poured 
out his Spirit in a marvelous way upon all our land. 

Our colleges and theological schools and seminaries are gener- 
ally in a prosperous condition, though some of them have experi- 
enced embarrassment growing out of the financial distress every- 
where prevailing. Our missionary treasury has suffered also from 
the same cause. We trust these embarrassments will prove to be 
but temporary, and that in this year of our national jubilee relief 
may be found. ; 

We must direct your attention to our Sunday-school interests, 
which upon’examination you will find to contain the germ of a 
mighty Church, and to be radiant with prophecy. 

It will gladden your heart to learn that the estrangement exist- 
ing for years between the Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, is being gradually but surely 
removed, and that the spirit of fraternity and love is returning like 
a heavenly baptism. We confidently expect.that all barriers which 
obstruct Christian fellowship will soon be removed. With all other 
branches of Methodism we are in fellowship—the sounds of strife 
are unheard among us, and with the Protestantism of the land we 
are at one. 

And now, dear brethren, in closing this letter of greeting, we 
pray most devoutly that the blessing of the great Head of the 
Church may rest upon you, and the guidance of the Divine Spirit 
be vouchsafed to you, giving you increase in all righteousness, and 
goodness, and love, and that the peace of God may abide with his 
holy catholic Church evermore. 


ee re 


METHODIST CHURCH OF CANADA. 


15,—sournal, page 146, 
ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH OF CANADA. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES, 


REVEREND AND DEAR BRETHREN: Grace be unto you, and 
peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
With a gratitude as sincere as our joy is great, we note the prog- 
ress of the work of God in the wide and constantly extending 
field occupied by the Church of which you are the appointed and 
honored representatives. We thank God on your behalf, who 
has been graciously pleased to vouchsafe to you so large a meas- 
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ure of success, that now you number within the pale of your 
Church a membership of a million and a half of redeemed and 
immortal souls. The little one has become a thousand, and the 
small one a strong nation! 

The consideration of your vast missionary organizations; the 
number of your ministers and missionaries at home and abroad; 
their zeal, fidelity, and success in the proclamation of a full and a 
free salvation, elevates our joy, animates our faith, and quick- 
ens our emulation, 

We very greatly rejoice in your benevolent and successful 
efforts on the behalf of the freedmen of your nation, and we ear- 
nestly pray that your loftiest anticipations may be fully realized 
in the future of the once down-trodden but now emancipated 
millions whose souls, equally with our own, have been redeemed 
by the precious blood of the world’s Saviour. 

Your marvelous enterprises in regard to religious education 
and a sanctified, pure literature, as seen in the number of your 
schools, academies, colleges, and universities, and in the almost 
innumerable religious productions of the press under your con- 
trol, command our admiration. We cannot fail to see, in the 
large extent to which. you invoke the aid of these powerful agen- 
cies, a future before you and your country bright with glorious 
promise ! 

We have sorrowed, dear brethren, with you in your griefs, as 
we have rejoiced with you in your joys. The loss of eminent 
men among you—eminent by official position and in the councils 
of your Church—we have felt to be a loss extending beyond the 
boundaries of the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States. 
But we have rejoiced with you in the abundant grace of God 
vouchsafed to them in a dying hour, and in an active and honored 
life. 

We address you, beloved brethren, from the first General Con- 
ference of the Methodist Church of Canada; and we are per- 
suaded that it will afford you no small Earismietion to know that the 
efforts to unite the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
of Canada, the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church of 
Eastern British America, and the Conference of the Methodist 
New Connection Church of Canada, have been so far successful 
that this, our first General Conference, is constituted of the repre- 
sentatives—both clerical and lay—of these several bodies now 
happily made one. The difficulties of organizing a General Con- 
ference, and of arranging for seven Annual Conferences, have 
been met in a spirit of Christian love, and the greatest harmony 
has prevailed in all our counsels. We have sought, nor sought in 
vain, for the Divine guidance. God has been eminently with us, 
conducting us through perplexing questions, and leading us to 
such conclusions as give great promise of perpetual harmony and 
increased usefulness. 

You will not be surprised to learn that the first President 
elected by this General Conference is the Rev. Egerton Ryer- 


1876.] Address of Methodist Church of Canada. 463 


son, D.D., LL.D:., one whose name and presence is not unfamil- 
iar to your body, and one who has for a period of nearly fifty years 
been an honored minister of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 
Canada. 

We have now upward of one thousand ministers in connection 
with the Methodist Church of Canada, and more than one hun- 
dred thousand members, constituting the largest Church in the 
entire Dominion. Gratifying as large numbers in themselves may 

- be, we are, nevertheless, persuaded that while they furnish en- 
larged power for further usefulness, they bring also increased 
responsibility. We deeply feel the supreme importance of vital 
godliness. Our ministry proclaim the grand old doctrines 
preached by our fathers; and our people, no less now than for- 
merly, hold fast to the doctrines, ordinances, and institutions 
so dear to the heart of the earliest members of the Methodist 
Church. 

Our Missionary Society is prosecuting its work with increasing 
vigor. Its income and its agents are annually increasing, and 
God gives the laborers success in their various fields of missionary 
toil. Our feeling of interest in the cause of education is far from 
diminishing. We have now two universities for the Dominion. 
Additional colleges for both sexes have recently gone into opera- 
tion, and bid fair to be eminently successful. 

Our Book Rooms and periodicals are exerting a salutary influ- 
ence, and are largely aiding the ministry of the Church in spread- 
ing scriptural holiness throughout the land. We have been favored 
with the presence, counsels, and administrations of one of your 
honored bishops—the Rev. Jesse T. Peck, D.D.—whose visit we 

“gratefully acknowledge, but whose stay was of necessity too brief 
to gratify all our desires. 

Our beloved brethren, the Rev. John A. Williams and John 
M’Donald, Esq., have been duly appointed our representatives to 
your General Conference. Their long and intimate acquaintance 
with every department of our work will enable them to furnish 
you, in ample detail, the state and operations of the several depart- 
ments of our work in this land, and will supply any lack of serv- 
ice on these points which may appear in this address of fraternal 
greeting. 

“ Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation 
and good. hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish 
you in every good word and work.” 

Signed by authority and on behalf of the General Conference 
of the Methodist Church of Canada, in the city of Toronto, 
this twenty-eighth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
1874. Duncan D, Curriz, Secretary. 
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16.—sournal, page 146. 
ADDRESS OF REV. JOHN A. WILLIAMS. 


Sat, , 

In rising to address you as one of the representatives charged 
with the mission of conveying to you the fraternal greetings and 
Christian regards of the General Conference of the Methodist - 
Church of Canada, while I am sensible of the honor, I am also 
sensible of the limited qualifications I possess for the task kindly 
imposed upon me, and I take the expressions of your kindness 
with which you have greeted me as not meant so much for me 
personally as for the great Church in our Dominion I am here to 
represent, which will watch your proceedings and pray for your 
success. 

I take it as a singular privilege, not only that I should be the 
first representative to this body from the Methodist Church of 
Canada, but that I should be permitted to meet you in this-the 
great centennial year of your existence as a nation. While I 
look at you through Canadian eyes, and hold views of civil polity 
in some respects differing from your own, yet I should feel’ 
ashamed of myself, as a man and as a Christian, if I should be 
found destitute of that magnanimity which recognizes greatness 
and success wherever found. My own heart would feel ashamed 
if this occasion should pass without recognizing the singular 
providence that has directed you as a people. I mark the prog- 
ress of this nation in commerce and enterprise, in science and 
intellectual energy, your vast and extensive territory, furnishing a” 
home for the millions of the surplus populations of older coun- 
tries. I think of the reputation you have won by the establish- 
ment of schools and colleges, and other institutions of moral and 
intellectual progress; of the open-handed beneficence and philan- 
thropy which has marked many of your citizens; and of the num- 
ber of singularly great men which from time to time have been 
raised up to guide your destinies: at the influence and power of 
religion; the progress of the kingdom of God in your midst; at 
your Churches, with the vast number of worshipers; at your 
missions, belting the globe; at the consecration of wealth to the 
service of your Lord and ours. I pray that he who raised you 
up as a people one hundred years ago may keep you true to the 
demands of justice, of freedom, of truth, and of God! I bless 
God for the influence of this Church upon the development and 
progress of this nation, running parallel in your history with the 
history of the nation. It is not difficult to trace your influence in 
feeding its patriotism, directing its philanthropy, and reproving its 
defects by the living truth proclaimed and unfolded by you. I 
confess to you that my own appreciation of the power of the 
Gospel is greatly enhanced as I read your history, and see how 
the stirring and unsatisfied enterprise of the West, the warm im- 
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pulses of the South, and the cool steadfastness of the North, have 
been blended with a common faith in a common Redeemer. I 
rejoice with you in this achievement. In this great Church and 
in its history we see what is in Christianity, of which it is the 
pledge and the promise. And it will live; live to mold and shape 
the oncoming centuries, and become more divinely clear and 
lovelier in the generation that is to be than in this. Truth—the 
truth we preach, the truth we feel, the truth on which this great 
Church is based, truth of God, of Christ, for man—is omnipotent. 
It will run through the ages; no forged weapon can stop its prog- 
ress. May this Church more and more embody it! May your 
past success be an inspiration and a motive to still nobler deeds! 
Having said this much—and I could hardly have said less—let 
me say we are your offspring, if you attach importance to the 
Providence that brought the Emburys and Hecks to New York, 
Strawbridge to Maryland, and Hood, the sweet singer, to Phila- 
delphia; and, looking round at the vast Church with its well- 
appointed ministry, its institutions of learning, its missions almost 
engirdling the globe, its marvelous hold upon the public opinion 
of this vast nation, and tracing it back to its humble origin, we 
adoringly thank God for the living, recreative power of a personal 
faith in Jesus Christ. So we also go back to the period, scarcely 
eighty years ago, when William Losee, under the direction of the 
immortal but not yet fully appreciated Asbury, found his way into 
the sparsely-settled districts of ourCanada. In your old Minutes 
you will.find it placed, with Lynn, Hartford, and other New En- 
gland towns, under the supervision of Jesse Lee. I say we go 
back in thought to that time when the great truth touched us 
also, and think of all the way the Son has led us, and the influ- 
ences that have grown out of the truth, so preached and so be- 
lieved. Feeble in its beginning; for years subject to reproach 
and scorn, and sometimes persecuted ; contending with poverty 
and undeserved disparagement; it has yet pursued its one great 
purpose of spreading Scripture holiness, and has had much to do 
in molding those institutions which have made our country our 
glory and our praise. As Phidias so inwrought his own name 
into the shield of the statue of Minerva at Athens that it could 
never be removed without destroying the statue, so has the influ- 
ence of Methodism become impressed upon the institutions of our 
country—so impressed that separation has become impossible. A 
nobler, braver, more self-denying body of men never visited any 
country than the rank and file of Methodist preachers that fol- 
lowed Losee to our country. They passed to their reward, but 
their work lives in the vast and growing Methodism of Canada. 
Since their day great changes have taken place. In the General 
Conference held in this city in 1824, the resolution for the forma- 
tion of the Canada Conference was passed and its boundaries 
determined. In 1828 we were permitted to assume the position 
of an independent Church, holding fraternal relations with this 
great body, which fraternal feeling has been maintained till this 
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time, which we pray may continue until the earth shall rest and 
see its paradise restored. In the process of our work, and the 
multiplying of Christian Churches holding the same doctrine, a 
strong desire was manifested for a unification of the Methodist 
Churches of the country, if a common ground could be found 
for such union. Such a point was reached in 1871 as enabled 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church of Canada, the Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Church of Eastern British America, and the Methodist New 
Connection Church of Canada, to meet together as one body in 
General Conference in September, 1874. A system of government 
was settled, a book of Discipline prepared, and the necessary ar- 
rangement for carrying on the work of God upon our new basis 
effected. We were gratified with the visit of the venerable Bishop 
Peck on that occasion, who by his preaching, addresses, and sug- 
gestions, rendered us valuable service. ‘In looking at the Discipline 
of this Church for the past fifty years, I am surprised at the same- 
ness of the principles running through the whole; and comparing 
the Discipline of the Methodist Church of Canada with that of your 
Church, while there is a marked difference in detail, there is but 
little difference in principle. The union has produced but little 
change in the form of government. 

The General Conference, composed of an equal number of dele- 
gates, is the source of all law, and has such executive power as is 
necessary for the promotion of general Church interests, but is 
restricted in the exercise of its legislative power, as is your own 
General Conference. The Annual Conferences being purely min- 
isterial, and taking supervision over ministerial character, quali- 
fications, and appointments, are complete in themselves for ad- 
ministrative, executive, and judicial purposes. In this arrange- 
ment the Church has not sought to recede from its Wesleyan 
position, and has combined the important principles of episco- 
pacy and presbyterianism in its management and oversight, and 
finds in the chief executive officer of the Annual Conference 
that which is sufficient for supervision and direction. Its bond of 
union is a common faith, a common law, and common interests. 
We have not sought to encumber ourselves by system, but to 
adopt a few principles sufficiently broad to impart character 
and identity, and direct the outbursting and contagious thought 
of the times, foster the living worship of our people, regulate 
and guide the gathering fervor of their zeal, and to strengthen, 
multiply, and utilize the indomitable forces of the spiritual life. 
Brethren, we have a goodly inheritance. 

The laity of the Church have nobly responded to and heartily 
assisted us in our efforts. And while not asking for the privilege 
of sharing in the grave responsibility of directing the legislation 
and government of the Church, yet they have given us the benefit 
of their intelligence, large and varied experience, wealth and moral 
influence, and are willing to share the responsibility as a part of 
their Christian vocation in maintaining the purity and honor, as 
well as the progress and triumph, of the truth. So universally has 
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this been the case that scarce a ripple has been seen on the waters, 
or a discordant voice heard in our peaceful assembly. In this we 
discern the hand and finger of God. And we bless the God of . 
our history for his grace in the inception, and his guidance in the 

consummation, of our achievements. We have in our Methodist 

Church of Canada not less than seven Annual Conferences, with a 

total of at least one thousand and fifty ministers, and a member- 

ship of nearly one hundred and twenty thousand. 

The evangelization of the world is a fundamental obligation, 
acknowledged by us as it is by you, and it is the practical solici- 
tude of our Church life. 

Lducational.—Believing that the future can only be made better 
than the present by virtuous and holy living, and by higher and 
correct thinking, I may be permitted to say that a more than 
gratifying measure of success has attended the efforts of the 
Church to furnish a Christian education to the youth of our coun- 
try. Commencing with an Academy in 18—, we are now able to 
report two Universities, three Theological Institutes, which have 
been more or less liberally endowed, and a number of other insti- 
tutions of a proprietary character, but under our control, with 
1,539 students of both sexes, involving an expenditure of $86,200, 
and having property valued at $423,100. Our Theological Insti- 
tutes are of great promise, and of invaluable aid in the proper 
culture of our rising ministry, and are not only generally appre- 
ciated by our people, but are liberally sustained as a special 
Christian enterprise. Not less than thirty-five young men were 
received on trial by the various Conferences in June last from the 
theological schools. 

I have thus given you a very brief account of the progress and 
present position of the Church whose messenger I am, satisfied 
that you will rejoice in the progress of a Church you took so large 
a share in founding, and which was for so many years fostered by 
your care, and whose missions in the early stages were liberally 
sustained by contributions from your funds. Methodism, first 
planted by you in our country, has grown with its growth and 
strengthened with its strength, and has intertwined itself not only 
with the social and civil life of the country, but with the domestic 
interests and charities of thousands of Canadian homes. No fear 
of reproach deters us from preaching in its fullness, in its freeness, 
its efficacy and its efficiency, that message of reconciliation which 
wrought so powerfully in the preaching of our fathers. We have 
seen how it has gathered volume and:depth, until in every corner 
of the land fruits of righteousness are brought forth to the praise 
and glory of his grace. 

In these days of rebuke and blasphemy, with the false preten- 
sions of the papacy on the one hand and worldly-minded indif- 
ferentism and theologic infidelity on the other, we find truth as it. 
is in Jesus still mighty. The.late revival in Protestant countries 
of the claims of Romanism has.been seen in our country as well as 
in this, and it is of such consequence that it cannot be ignored. 
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I care nothing for the pageantry of its ritual, its gorgeous proces- 
sions, or the excitement of its elaborate service. Enough for me 
that it attempts to bar the immediate access of the soul to God. 
It sinks the man in the priest, and the priest in the pope, so that 
in matters social, civil, religious, the whole race, from the lowest 
to the highest, is bound hand and foot, and delivered over to the 
despotic caprice of the pope. Knowing, as we do from past his- 
tory as well as from present action, the aversion of Romanism to 
the spread of truth and free thought, we cannot be indifferent to 
the present movement. When we remember how, with the growth 
of this republic and of our own domain, the territory under 
Romish sway has been wonderfully curtailed, I am sure our loy- 
alty to truth, to the progress of man, and to the kingdom of Christ, is 
such that we shall dispute every inch of ground we hold, and shall 
not cease to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. 
The Gospel we preach, the truth we inculcate, is the ally of jus- 
tice, of equal rights, of the largest freedom. It has no fetters for 
the limb, no manacles for the mind, no oppression for the con- 
science. It proclaims liberty to the captive of all climes, opens 
the prison doors to all that are bound—the consummation of all 
good. Its wake is the road to all greatness for the individual and 
the nations. 

I have faith in truth—in truth in God—I have none in parlia- 
ments. I reject the perilous and corruptive support which comes 
from alliances with political parties, and I ask and claim for you, 
and for ourselves in the Canadas, freedom to utter the truth and we 
protest in our Dominion, as you do in this great Republic, against all 
concessions to the lofty but false papacy, against the employment 
of the national resources for the propagation, either in churches or 
schools, of doctrines which are inimical to the best interests of 
man, while they prepare the way for the triumph of Romanism. 

Infidelity itself must wane. The strife may be long; we shall 
often have to march in the night; but victory is sure. As surely 
as falsehood and truth must ever be twain, sooner or later God 
will give us the victory. Let the history of our respective 
Churches in the past be a pledge, a promise, a prophecy, of the 
oncoming time. Then with riper knowledge, broader culture, 
sanctified through the Divine Spirit, what may the Church not 
expect to accomplish !—a living Church, with a faith in a living 
Christ; a living Church that leans on God, inbreathing his blessed 
life, consecrated by his inspiration of love, to which purity, truth, 
and freedom are more valuable than aught besides, whose patron- 
age is drawn from neither earthly treasure nor place, but the 
power of a holy life, the prayers of holy men and women, and 
whose daily benediction should be one of peace and charity. 

_ Brethren, we are put in trust with a Gospel that will accom- 
plish this. We are called to be workers together with God. The 
means are at our disposal; the opportunity is ours. 

Brethren, for your Church I wish the largest communication of 
divine light, love, and power. 
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Have no fears for the future; truth is marching on. I have no 
fears for our Methodism in our Dominion, none; for yours, in this 
great Republic, no fear. 


We know what Master laid thy keel, 

What workmen wrought thy ribs of steel ; 

Who made each mast, and sail, and rope, 
What anvils rang, what hammers beat, 
In what a forge and what a heat 

Were shaped the anchors of thy hope ! 

Fear not each sudden sound and shock, 

Tis of the wave, and not the rock ; 

*Tis but the flapping of the sail, 

And not a rent made by the gale! 

In spite of rock and tempest’s roar, 

In spite of false lights on the shore, 

Sail on, nor fear to breast the sea! 

Our hearts, our hopes, are all with thee 

Our hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears, 

Our faith triumphant o’er our fears, 

Are all with thee—are all with thee! 


1'°7 .—sournal, page 146. 
ADDRESS OF HON. J. M’DONALD, M.P. 


BisHop JANES AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE: 
I esteem it a great privilege to stand before this body, inasmuch 
as I see before me the successors of those who have founded 
Methodism upon this continent; men who are as truly the succes- 
sors of the apostles as any men that tread the earth to-day. _And 
yet I am oppressed with a sense of my own unfitness appropriately 
to represent the Church to which I belong, and the consciousness 
that I am unable to say any words worthy the occasion that may 
tend to produce action, and to encourage you in the great and 
blessed work in which you are engaged. [I think, perhaps, that 
when matters become prosperous we are apt to forget the days of 
small things. It is so with the colossal business, and with the 
large profits. The merchant forgets the day of feeble things, and 
of hard and laborious labor. é 

It is so with all the organizations. When they become immense 
in their power they forget the days of their feebleness; and it is so 
in Church organization. How difficult to conceive that before us 
we have the result of the germ conveyed in the small vessel that 
left Ireland in 1760. Iam not going back to that story. I shall 
endeavor to avoid superfluous words; but I have wondered that 
no native artist has ever thought the subject worth his pencil to 
picture that noble woman, Barbara Heck, as she took the pack of 
cards and pitched them into the fire—the best place for all cards 
to be pitched. I say I have sometimes wondered that no artist 
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has thought it worth while to give you such a picture as a part of 
your Methodist history. } : 

I have asked myself, sir, what could I say upon this occasion. 
I can bear to you the fraternal greetings of that Church which 
owes its existence to you. I can tell you how much they esteem 
and love you to-day: how deeply they feel indebted for the self- 
denying labors of those brave men who, never having received 
much from the country, rest in its grave-yards. One of your own 
bishops, (Bishop Asbury,) in 1809 wrote: “If spared I will see 
Canada before I die. The foundation of the great work has been 
laid there by William Losee, Darius Dunham, James Coleman, 
Joseph Sawyer, Hezekiah C. Wooster, Samuel Coate, Joseph Jewell, 
Elijah Woolsey, Nathan Bangs, and others, and the Methodists of 
Canada owe them a debt of gratitude.” I would rather put it in 
the way that I noticed the other day in the paragraph of the will 
of one of your wealthy men who has just passed away, in reference 
to the hospitality which he received at the homes of some friends, 
to whom he made liberal bequests; I would rather put it in that 
language, and say, a great debt which we in Canada can never 
forget, and which we can never repay. I can tell you, also, that 
that Church, which was of your founding, still cleaves to the teach- 
ings of the Bible, to the grand old doctrines referred to in the 
address which has been read by Dr. Woodruff. And I may say 
here—and I do not think you will consider it irrelevant if I take up 
one moment for that purpose—the Rev. Dr. Braden, in introduc- 
ing me, made reference to my connection with the Legislature. 
Let me tell you, that if the Legislature has made any impression 
upon me, it has been this: that human legislation, however wisely 
conceived, is imperfect; that it is not in the power of mankind to 
construct a law that will not contain defects; and that, when you 
remember that either the Legislature of our Dominion or your 
Congress, which is supposed to present a fair representation of the 
intelligence of the country, having within its walls legal, and mer- 
cantile, and philosophical minds — men of strong, broad com- 
mon sense—when you bear in mind that every law you enact, 
whether in the Parliament of the Dominion or in your House of 
Congress, is carefully read a first, and a second, and a third time, 
and then is subject to the approval of the Governor-General with 
us and of the President of the United States with you, and then 
becomes a law, and is placed upon the statute book, its defects 
are immediately discovered. One illustration will show what I 
mean. 

In 1869 we passed a bankrupt law, the object of which was to 
grant a discharge to the debtor. It was placed upon the statute 
book. No sooner had we begun to work it than we found diffi- 
culties that we never conceived of, and the whole machinery was 
found inadequate to it. The next year we brought in a law 
amending the bankrupt law. A year afterward it was found so 
faulty that we had to expunge it. What is a sinner but a poor 
bankrupt who has nothing to pay? And what is this book but a 
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law? While maintaining the majesty of justice, with all the ma- 
chinery for a complete discharge, it has never been amended or 
corrected ! } 

Our law in Canada is of no use to you in the United States; 
your law is of no use to the people of Australia or Great Britain; 
but this blessed book is the same all over the world. 


‘* His name the sinner hears, 
And is from sin set free; 
’Tis music in his ears, 
"Tis life and victory, 
New songs do now his lips employ, 
\ And dances his glad heart for joy.” 


Let me say to you in reference to the deep obligations under 
which we labor in reference to the Methodist Episcopal Church 
of the United States, that you found us in our isolation and des- 
titution. The Rev. Mr. Pope, in his remarks, stated that your 
country had made your Church; that is true. And if you would 
not think it paradoxical, I would say, your Church has made your 
country. I take it that there is not only no minister in this audi- 
ence, but there is not a layman whom God has blessed with mind, 
and power, and strength, and influence, and means, who, if I would 
go to him and ask him how he became possessor of these, he 
would tell me, through the guidance and fostering influences of 
the Church he was connected with. 

Your men, sir, found our country when a wilderness; they 
wrote the history of the country; and it is a standing record to 
the ability and wisdom -of those men that that country presents 
to-day. They found the country, as it were, a sheet of white pa- 
per, to write upon it any thing they chose, and they left such a his- 
tory as will last to the end of time, reflecting credit upon them. 
In those days, sir, when Losee was appointed, to which reference 
has been made, he rode through a trackless wilderness. We 
came to you in twenty-four hours—it took him as many days. 
We came in a palace car—he on the saddle. We had comfortable 
beds—he slept in the wilderness. The Presiding Elder of those 
days traveled from Detroit to Cornwall, one thousand miles a 
quarter, in the saddle. His salary was eighty dollars; his wife’s 
sixty dollars. His entire allowance was two hundred and forty 
dollars. But, O, sir! are these hardships not at all mixed up now 
with the accumulated wealth of the Church? When your great 
and wealthy men, who have amassed enormous fortunes, pass 
away and leave their wealth, even if colossal, to their families, 
what does that do for the advancement of the world? But when 
a poor Methodist preacher dies, his toils, and prayers, and tears, 
and sufferings, and givings, altogether, swell up the heritage which 
their predecessors have left to the Church, 


“We mark the footsteps that they trod ; 
Their zeal inspires our breast ; 
And, following their incarnate God; 
Possess the promised rest,” 
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It is only a very short time since we were separated from you. 
The division took place in the year 1828. We then had a mem- 
bership of seven thousand two hundred and sixty. When I have 
gone along some buildings in various cities, and seen a crack at 
the bottom of the window-sill, I have traced it away down to the 
foundation, and saw where the fault was; but the foundation these 
men laid was good. There are no cracks to it, and the powerful 
superstructure only shows how well and nobly the men did their 
work. 

Let me now rapidly glance at one or two features of the work. 
First, the Indian work. At a meeting in 1802 Nathan Bangs 
preached to the Indians, and an Indian class leader said, “ Stay 
with us for our minister,” and he said, “ God will soon send you a 
minister.” Twenty-one years passed before the missionary came, 
and he and his brethren and all that generation had passed away ; 
but the missionary came, and the minister, when he saw the first 
Indian stand up, Kahewaquanahe, exclaimed, “Glory to God! 
there is Paul Jones, son of Augustus Jones, of Red River, among 
the converts. Now,” he says, “the way is open for the conver- 
sion of his tribe.” That is the first proof. Now we have them 
away out to Hudson Bay and British Columbia to swell the in- 
numerable throng about the throne. 

The Government recently made a treaty with the Indians, and 
whom did they send? Fifty thousand men with swords? No; 
but a missionary of the Methodist Church of Canada to go before 
the commissioners and prepare the way. How much did the whole 
of that treaty cost, so far as concerned that missionary and the men 
with him? Two thousand dollars. And when the Governor and 
suite came along, such was the power which the missionary had 
over those Indians that they had only simply and quietly to take 
possession of that country. When his work was done, then within 
sight of those mountains he loved so well, with no eye upon him 
but God’s, and, like Moses, with his sight undimmed and his nat- 
ural strength unabated, strangely and mysteriously, alone, he laid 
him down to die. His work was done, so far as this world is con- 
cerned, and his works will follow him. 

Now, then, as to the missionary work. Our Missionary So- 
cieties were founded in 1824. From the records, I find the con- 
tributions that year were one hundred and forty-four dollars, the 
first effort of the day of small things. Last year the expenditures 
were one hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars. I do not say it 
boastfully ; I do not say it in comparing our own body with any 
other; but yet I believe that that is the largest contribution per 
member, for missionary purposes, of any Church on the face of 
the earth. 

And now, sir, I must bring these remarks to a close. I am 
going to touch upon a subject for which I must ask your forbear- 
ance. You publish a little book here called the “ Methodist 
Almanac.” I have been looking over it, and find that for mis- 
sionary purposes in the year 1855 you raised twenty-five cents per 
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member, in the year 1875 thirty-eight cents per member. When 
I looked at these figures and remembered that a period of twenty 
years had elapsed, this thought suggested itself to my mind: 
Thirty-eight cents in 1875 is not as much as twenty-five cents in 
1855, and, therefore, the Methodist Episcopal Church of the 
United States is not doing for missions, in the year 1875, what it 
did in 1855. 

I know what the brethren are doingthat there is the Freed- 
men’s Aid Society, the Educational Fund, the Sunday-School 
Union, the enlargement and rebuilding of your churches; but I 
claim, and you will bear with me, sir and brethren, when I say, 
that these you ought to do and not to leave the other undone. 
I believe this, sir, that whenever God, in the order of his provi- 
dence, calls a Church to send a man toa field of labor, he intends 
that Church to send that man. He knows better than we our 
ability, our fitness, where the means will come from, and he never 
calls any portion of the Church to send laborers into his vineyard 
without notifying them that they should occupy that ground. One 
illustration : Paul was going down to Bethany, and the Spirit pre- 
vented him, and he turned aside into Troas; there he had a 
vision; he saw a man who said to him, “Come over into Mace- 
donia and help us.” He took it as a call frora God, “assuredly 
gathering that the Lord had called” him to that work. 

Now, sir, I come to the point upon which I was going to ask 
your forbearance, and the forbearance of this Conference. I said 
to myself, that is too small for the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
the United States to do for the cause of missions, and something 
said in my heart, Tell them that; and I said, I will. Something 
said to me, The Methodist Episcopal Church, the largest Church 
in the world, should give two dollars per member, and give it 
every year; and when two millions of money, which they could 
raise as easily as twenty dollars, would be presented to the Lord’s 
treasury, O, what a thrill of joy would go through the hearts of 
the brethren in Europe and Canada, and how it would immensely 
hasten the time when, in the order of God’s providence, that 
sound would come up over the whole earth: “ Halleluiah, the 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!” Sir, if I were a member of 
this Conference I would say, Now let us give to the world an ear- 
nest that we intend that our body shall this year raise two dollars 
per head; and, although not now a member of this Conference, 
you could not prevent me, sir, from being among the contributors. 
One word, and I have done. I heard two sermons on Sunday, 
yes, three; one at a colored church—and I enjoyed the service 
there. In the morning I was at St. Paul’s. The text in the 
morning was: “He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things? ”’ I asked myself the question as I listened to that ser- 
mon, Has God given ushis Son? Does he wait to bestow upon us 
all that his exhaustless nature can bestow ? and will the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of the United States hesitate this year to give 
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two dollars per member to make this glortous truth known through- 
out the world? The sermon in the evening was from the text: 
“Go to, now, ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we will go into such 
a city,...and buy and sell and get gain: whereas ye know not what 
will be on the morrow. For what is your life? Itis even a vapor, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” If there 
is any lesson in that text it is, what we do we must do quickly. 
But what I want to refer to is two illustrations in that sermon. 
[The speaker here repeated the illustrations referred to, and con- 
tinued,] Shall not the Lord avenge his own elect, who call upon 
him night and day? will he not hear the Methodists of this coun- 
try as they invoke his blessing upon the missionary work.of the 
Church, and fill the whole world with his glory? ; 

_ In response to a question by Dr. Reid, one of the Secretaries of 
the Missionary Society, Mr. M’Donald said that the average con- 
tribution per member to the missionary cause by the denomina- 
tion he represented was one dollar and eighty-five cents. 


18.—sJournal, page 381. 
REPLY TO THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CANADA. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: Your very kind letter, brought 
to us by the hands of your representatives, Rev. J. A. Williams 
and Hon. J. M’Donald, M. P., was received and read with great 
interest, and the addresses of these honored brethren were heard 
with much pleasure. Their timely and eloquent words were like 
“apples of gold in pictures of silver.” We have felt a deep and 
increasing solicitude for your success in the new and most inter- 
esting negotiations in reference to a union of the different Meth- 
odist bodies of Canada. You have shown an example worthy of 
imitation by other Methodists throughout the world. In your. 
recent union you have prepared the way for grander and more 
effective movements for the evangelization of Canada. We have 
admired your fraternal counsels, and congratulate you upon your 
great success. We are sure that you have been directed by the 
good Providence that has so signally blessed and guided all 
branches of Methodism. 

Your zeal and liberality in the cause of missions impresses us, 
and leads us to hope that our people may emulate your noble 
example. While we do not make apologies for the small amount 
of mission money raised, in proportion to our numbers and 
strength, you will not fail to see how greatly our resources have 
been taxed to keep up and extend our work in the sparsely-set- 
tled regions of the West and in the South, so recently opened to 
us. You will observe that the aggregate sum our people gave for 
churches, parsonages, and schools during the four years preceding 
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our last General Conference was over sixteen millions of dollars. 
While this does not excuse us for giving so little to missions, it, never- 
theless, shows that our people are liberal, and only need more 
thorough training in this special work. This, by the grace of God, 
we mean to give, and as soon as possible raise the amount of our 
collections to one dollar per member, which will give us a million 
and a half dollars to use in supporting and extending our missions. 
Many of our people have been subjected to great financial trials 
during the years immediately preceding our late General Confer- 
ence, and the severe pressure was felt by all of our benevolent 
‘societies. We are not unmindful of the varied and important 
interests committed to us. We have felt a constantly increasing 
anxiety for the freedmen of the South, and have endeavored to 
meet our responsibilities in the new relations in which we have 
been placed toward them. ‘To educate, Christianize, and save 
them has seemed to us of paramount interest. To do this we 
have freely given our means, and sent among them many teachers 
and missionaries, and God has given considerable success in this 
most interesting field, of which our representative will further 
inform you. Our missions in other parts of this continent, and in 
India, China, Japan, Bulgaria, Germany, Italy, and Scandinavia, 
have been prosecuted with earnestness and success. We hold to 
the heroic maxim of John Wesley, who, in the inspiration of a 
sanctified ambition, said, “The world is my parish.” Every 
branch of Methodism, and every Methodist preacher, adopts this 
sentiment, and hears the voice of Jesus saying, “ The field is the 
world;’’ and the spirit of the words impels us forward against all 
forms of sin—a mighty, aggressive force, which, in its unity and 
zeal, must be felt all over the world. We assure you of our stead- 
fast devotion to the principles our fathers inculcated. Our doc- 
trines remain intact as we received them. Our usages are Meth- 
odistic; and though we sometimes complain of lukewarmness and 
neglect, yet, on the whole, our people grow in grace and a knowl- 
edge of the truth. Our Sunday-schools are a great source of 
increase for the Church, and are especially effective in leading to 
more earnest and systematic study of the word of God. 

Our representative will convey to you further our sincere re- 
gards, and inform you more particularly concerning our work. 
We shall always be glad to hear of your prosperity, and to receive 
your messengers as brethren beloved. The visits of the various 
representatives of sister Churches to our General Conference re- 
lieve the monotony of the routine of business, and throw around 
our session the light and love of a divine unity, a nearer and dearer 
fellowship, which will ripen in heaven, where we hope to meet you 
all in the general assembly and Church of the first-born, bought 
and saved by the blood of Jesus. Let us, in the love hallowed 
by our trials and strengthened by our faith, go on in our blessed 
work of saving souls, looking always unto Jesus, to whom be glory 
forever. 
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METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 
19,—Journal page 198, 
ADDRESS OF METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN CANADA. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


FATHERS AND BRETHREN: Permit us, through this address, to 
-convey to you our kindly salutations, and to express the fraternal 
affection that begets in us an unfeigned desire to perpetuate the 
Christian harmony and fellowship that now exist between us. We 
recognize our duty to love all men, and especially all who are of 
the household of faith; yet we feel ourselves especially in sympa- 
thy with those who hold in common with us the polity of Episco- 
pal Methodism. The information furnished by your honored 
delegates of your success in the world’s great harvest field not 
only gratified, but moved us to devout thankfulness on your 
behalf. 

We joy and rejoice with you, that God so highly honors and so 
abundantly blesses your labors consecrated to the sublime task of 
subjugating the world for Christ. As in the past so in the future, 
it shall bring gladness to our hearts to learn that, as a Church, 
you are still achieving glorious victories in all lands for our com- 
mon manhood and our common Master. The increased liberality 
of your people, manifested in their generous contributions in re- 
sponse to the calls of your Missionary Society, Church Extension 
Society, and other departments of your religious work, for aid, 
most certainly indicate the loyalty of your friends to the Church 
and Christ. Having vast material resources at your command, 
an earnest and enterprising membership, and a ministry whose 
hearts are on fire of the Holy Ghost, we feel confident that you 
will continue to play a conspicuous part in the evangelization of 
the race. 

We note with great delight the growing spirit of catholicity 
among the Churches, and the almost universal desire to lessen 
and remove the causes of difference between the various religious 
denominations. Your kindly expressed wish that the breaches 
in Canadian. Methodism might be healed is fully appreciated, 
and as in former days, so now, we are in readiness for a speedy 
adjustment of the differences between us on equitable terms. 
Permit us also to hope that the same most desirable result may 
find a happy consummation among the Methodisms of your own 
land. 

At our last General Conference the event+of chief interest was 
the introduction of the lay element into our legislative body. 
Regarding Methodism as a creature of Providence, we hold our- 
selves prepared to follow the guidance thereof, and to adapt our 
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polity to the necessities of the times, that we may the more 
effectually accomplish, under God, the work assigned us. 

We are gratified to inform you that our resources for the per- 
formance of our work are multiplying upon our hands. Our peo- 
ple are more generously than ever before responding to all de- 
mands made upon their Christian liberality. Convenient and 
elegant churches are being built in the towns and in rural sec- 
tions of the country. Our educational institutions, while not in- 
creased in numbers, are greatly increased in capabilities to fur- 
nish to the youth of the Church and land a sound, thorough, and 
liberal education. 

The missionary spirit more generally pervades the Church, and 
begets a constantly increasing purpose not only to sustain our 
home missions, but to go beyond our present limits, and, with sis- 
ter denominations, share in the toils incident to the bringing of 
all men to Christ, that we may also share in the honor of the final, 
the crowning victory of the Church of the Most High. — But the 
most pleasing fact we have to communicate is this: a well-de- 
termined purpose on the part of our ministry and membership to 
retain among us the enthusiasm and earnestness in religious life 
characteristic of primitive Methodism. We believe the work in 
hand to be divine, and that for its successful accomplishment 
divine love must kindle the heart and divine peace energize the 
soul. In the old paths we will walk, and, living under the baptismal 
influences of the Holy Ghost, we feel assured of continued and 
more abundant prosperity. 

Permit us to express the great pleasure afforded us through the 
visit of your honored delegates, the Rev. Moses Hill and the Rev. 
Homer Eaton, and the desire that at the session of our next Gen- 
eral Conference we may be privileged to greet another delegation 
from your venerable body. 

We commend to your fraternal regard our much esteemed 
brethren and delegates to your General Assembly, the Rev. Dr. 
Carman, junior Bishop of the Church, and the Rev. E. Lounsbury. 

James RICHARDSON, Chairman. 
MicuHAEL Benson, Secretary. 


—___—_+0—_____ 


; 90.,—\vournal, page 198. 
ADDRESS OF BISHOP CARMAN. 


VENERABLE BISHOP AND BELOVED BRETHREN: In order that I 
may feel nicely and easily at home, I must, in a sense, disintegrate 
this assembly—not, sir, to dissolve this General Conference, for 
my Episcopal prerogative does not extend to any thing of this 
kind, but to bring these brethren to this nice association, and look 
upon them as Methodist preachers and as brethren beloved. For 
a General Conference, in its dignity, looms up before a man as 
something terrible; but a Methodist preacher is a being of heart. 
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We can shake hands with Methodist preachers; we can shake hands 
with Methodist laymen as well. We eat and drink at the same 
tables, and they take joyfully the spoiling of their goods, and it 
sometimes happens that some of us are great spoilers. I must say, 
venerable Bishop, that I have come into this pleasant feeling of 
being at home as I have witnessed your deliberations, and have 
beheld how other Fraternal Delegates were received, and the happy 
feeling that pervaded, especially those delegations that came from 
the isles across the water and from my own beloved native land. 
These delegations make me feel the unity of this Christian work, 
extending beyond geographical lines, and reaching beyond the 
boundaries of country, and uniting us as in a common’ brotherhood. 

And now, sir, it is a fact not unworthy of notice, that in this 
your centennial year there come such greetings—greetings con- 
tinued as of old. It is a fact, again, not unworthy of notice, that 
in your centennial year there come to you Fraternal Delegations 
of a political character across the water. You had the manliness, 
you had the brotherly feeling, if I may be allowed this expression, 
to appeal from Philip drunk to Philip sober. You had the spirit 
to invite Great Britain to come to you and to unite with you in the 
celebration of this very Centennial; and Great Britain was ready 
to acknowledge, as some of her best statesmen did in the time of 
the Revolution, that the principles for which you contended at that 
time were just. I admired the application on the part of the au- 
thorities of this country, and must say that I respect and admire 
the answer to that application on the part of Britain; and it brings 
these Christian nations into a sweeter harmony; for I can tell you, 
brethren, though we unite never so firmly, we are none too strong 
then for the great conflict thatis upon us. Let Britain and America 
be united; let them be united in intelligence, let them be united 
in the warmth of Christianity, with the same fervor of a Christian 
zeal, and then none too earnestly or mightily can they do the great 
work that God has devolved upon them. 

And now I want to say further, that I am glad in coming to this 
General Conference to reach an ultimatum. It is a great satisfac- 
tion for a man to get his feet on bottom somewhere, and if he is 
pretty well crowded, to get his back against a wall somewhere; and 
In coming to this General Conference, I’do not know but I find 
something of this character, for I see, sir, that you undertake, as 
one good member put it up here this morning in a resolution, to 
revise the Lord’s prayer even. I see you undertake in this great 
body to settle the isothermal line—it is the Color line, I believe— 
and when a man can come to a body that can grapple with such 
questions—when he can get his feet upon such a rock as this—I 
think he may feel somewhat safe. 

I am delighted to meet these brethren as ministers of the word 
of God; more than this, brethren, as Methodist preachers; and 
there is a great deal involved in such an expression: the com- 
munity of our doctrine and the common energy of our faith. And 
more than this, brethren, I am delighted to meet you as Zpiscopal 
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Methodist preachers; men loving this polity; men that have been 
strong, and men to whom our people in caneee have looked in 
these regards—ardently looked. 

And. now, if we are to represent Ta auihcen: cathedrals, great 
wealth, a large membership, we have no right to open our mouths 
in this assembly; but if we may be permitted to represent prin- 
ciples and practices, fidelity, and energy, and earnestness, and 
faith, love to God and love to man—if we may be permitted to 
come and tell you the feelings of the people north of the lakes— 
then, brethren, you will permit us to speak. And I come to you 
to-day in the character of a servant, with the message of an earnest 
people. It is not mine to make my message. I have the work of 
a faithful minister of the Gospel. No minister of the Gospel makes 
his message. Every minister declares with fidelity and earnestness 
the message delivered to him, and it is for me to come to you and 
express to you the love and the respect of your brethren on the 
northern side of the lakes—their love and respect, because of their 
interest in the work you have done. These brethren feel that they 
have an interest in Bangs and Asbury and Whatcoat, in the long 
line of the old worthies of this Church. Your literature is our lit- 
erature. Your Book Concern, much as you assail it yourselves, is 
the source of a great deal of light and comfort to us. From your 
Book Concern flows the literature for our people, and why should 
we not feel respect for such a body? Why, sir, sometimes we feel 
that the drawing is too strong this way, the attraction too great; 
preachers and people seem to love your side of the lakes; they 
tell me, those that have traveled in the West, that we might find 
enough for an Annual Conference of Canadian Episcopal Meth- 
odists in the great West, and preachers enough to supply them, 
and such a drainage has often occurred upon the Church there. 

And now, perhaps it will not be amiss for me, for I have come 
to speak of these matters, to tell you what has been done among 
us. The natural inquiry would be, How are you getting on? If 
you want to see us at all, if in friendliness you were greeting us, 
you would say, How are you getting on? If you are a child of 
ours, How are matters at home? [I state briefly, brethren. You 

“know in the strange turn over in our affairs in 1833 we had but 
small beginnings. God in his good providence has led on our 
Church, so that now we have a membership of twenty-five thousand. 
We have had in our Annual Conference this past year—and we 
have only held one conference this year, so that I am not able to 
state further—an increase of over fifteen hundred. We have now 
church property amounting to over a million of dollars. We have 
our colleges and schools, our press, and our Missionary Society; 
we have the enginery and the agencies of the Church. And if 
these brethren knew what was our condition at the date I have 
named, and contrasted it with our condition to-day, they would feel 
with us to give glory to God that he hath so led on our people. 

It is sometimes asked, Would it not have been better to have 
gone in with the general movement of 1833? Now, sir, I am not 
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here to reflect upon any body’s action, or to make any representa- 
tion upon this matter: I am simply here to speak of what God hath 
wrought for us as a people. If such a question should be asked, I 
sometimes think it would be like the man asking whether it would 
have been amiss for Adam to have letthe apple alone. I suppose the 
men of 1833 acted according to their convictions, and God hath 
blessed them, and led them on, and he hath made them a mighty 
body in the land, and they are commanding the respect of the 
country; and our prayer for them is, that God may make them a 
thousandfold mightier than they are; for if all our forces are com- 
bined, we are none too strong to do the work before us. God hath 
blessed his unworthy servants; he hath, in this matter, led us 
forth. Men might ask, Would it not have been well for the men 
of the American Revolution—they were comparatively weak in 
their time—to do otherwise than they did? Those men had their 
convictions, and acted according to them, and lived according to 
their time. And, my brethren, we might ask a similar question 
with regard to the great body of men—they were comparatively 
small and few—that in the day of this ‘Revolution pushed north- 
ward across the lakes. In Canada we call them the United Em- 
pire of Loyalists; some people say they were great fools, but in 
Canada we think of them with great respect—we honor the men 
who honored the Crown and the Kingdom. Our good brethren 
here may think that these men made a mistake; but, sir, if so, it 
was right loyal, and its consequences were right loyally endured, 
and these noble men founded that great commonwealth that we 
have to-day north of the lakes, a commonwealth of which Britain 
is proud, a commonwealth that I think the United States of Amer- 
ica will not hesitate to acknowledge as an intelligent and Christian 
neighbor; and these men acted upon their convictions: and so, 
my brethren, did the men of 1833, and God hath led them on—the 
mighty God of Jacob. It is not for me to stand here and blame 
them. If any body would have a right to blame them I would 
be the man. My brethren, associates in labor, and pain, and toil, 
would be the men: men that stood thus for the principles they 
cherished—the principles of Episcopal Methodism—for these men 
led us into labor and conflict, but blame them we do not. 

And now, if it be asked what are our principles and prospects, I 
will say to these beloved Bishops and brethren, and to all, that it 
is our purpose to pursue the work right along in this line. We in- 
tend, brethren, as a Christian Church, in love and charity with all 
men, in the faith and hope and fear, the simplicity and purity and 
earnestness and energy of the Gospel, God helping us, to fight it 
out right along in this line, using the very language of the great 
man who led your armies to victory. And when I say so, our con- 
flict is not with Christian Churches; our conflict is, sir, I would 
have you remember, (having the shield of faith, and the sword of 
the Spirit, the mighty Word of God, the great evangelical weapon,) 
God helping us, to go forth and contend with error, and to fight 
against the man of sin, and, by God’s help, to lead men to Christ! 
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And when it comes to this question of Christian union, brethren, 
we are with you, heart and hand, in the great work of Christian 
union—yes, and in the great work of denominational union. But 
here are the principles upon which we stand. We believe that 
Christian union should underlie denominational union: that the 
first is the life of love—the life and light and power of love in the 
heart—that we love one another as brethren, labor with one an- 
other as brethren, and respect one another as brethren. 

And now, in order to come to any thing like union, and because 
this union question is up more or less with us all, thank God !—it 
is indicative of the spirit of the times—we must look matters 
squarely in the face. If we would come to the work of Christian 
and evangelical union, we must, in the relations of life, be willing 
to acknowledge facts as facts, and men as men; and we must be 
ready to treat the facts of history as substantial, and our Christian 
brethren as Christian brethren. O how my heart rejoices, and 
how I look with admiration upon this assembly! and I ask when I 
call to mind the great conflict between the Church South and this 
Church, and the more recent conflict in the field, can it be that 
they are now coming together, drawing nearer and nearer one to 
another? Why, I tell you, brethren, if that thing is accomplished, 
it will be one of the grandest demonstrations of Christianity the 
world has ever seen! Such a conquest over men’s feelings, over 
the grounds of conflict that men have had one with another! And 
there is a pressing tendency of this character in these times. And 
I pray that the Spirit of the living God may descend upon you and 
upon the brethren of the South, and that we may all be prepared 
for God’s good will and providence in these matters. This is the 
point for you, and I believe for every honest and earnest: Chris- 
tian heart in this country and in Canada, to know the will of God 
and to do it. And O, brethren, here is the ground of our prayer 
and faith, that our Lord will teach you all his perfect will, and 
teach us all his perfect will, and give us the heart to do it. 

And now, brethren, I shall conclude by saying we are often de- 
lighted with formal and informal, with official and unofficial, visits 
of brethren at our Conferences. There come among us sometimes 
men unofficially, like Pilcher, and Ives, and Haven. They always 
cheer our hearts, and when your delegations come, their visits are 
like the refreshings from above. And now we are one with you 
in this great religious conflict. This Church is mighty in this 
country, but not one whit too mighty. It is strong, thank God! 
but when we look at Romanism, and Rationalism, and Infidelity, 
not one whit too strong. I believe there are holy men, not one 
whit too holy; learned men, not one whit too learned; faithful 
and humble men of God, not one whit too humble and earnest 
and faithful to the great trust! Only our God and your God pre- 
pare you for your great responsibility; and we, north of the lakes, 
and you, south of the lakes, are one in this army of the living God. 
To his command we bow. And may the love of God lead you on 
and give you success! 

31 
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21 Journal, page 198. 
ADDRESS OF REV. E. LOUNSBURY. 


BisHops, FATHERS, AND BRETHREN OF THIS GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE: This is to me the most interesting period of my life. From 
my childhood I have been led to look upon the great Methodist 
Episcopal Church with feelings of veneration and profound re- 
spect. We look to you as the source, under God, from whence 
that branch of the great Methodist family with which I have the 
honor to be connected received her origin. It is, therefore, with 
true feelings of filial regard we look up to you whose constitution, 
piety, and zeal we have sought to imitate. Nay, more, we look to 
you as the highest ecclesiastical court on this continent, and as 
the grand Methodistic and religious instrumentality which, under 
God, is to conserve and consolidate the moral forces which are to 
form the chief power in preserving and controlling the religious 
interests of this great nation, whose powerful moral pulsations are 
to be felt over every continent, island, and sea, until this world is 
subjugated to the sovereignty of Christ. 

I have faith in Methodism, in her peculiar machinery, as being 
better adapted to accomplish the grand purpose of God in the 
evangelization of the world than any other organization in exist- 

-ence. I have faith in the God of Methodism; and, as sure as he 
redeemed his ancient people by the hand of Moses and Aaron, so 
surely will he accomplish his purpose in the existence of Method- 
ism in the world. I would not ignore the existence and moral 
power of other ecclesiastical organizations. That they have a 
noble work to do—a work that in all probability can be better ac- 
complished in their hands than in ours—may be true. But I sub- 
mit that, in the position you occupy in the heart of this nation, 
considering the many instruments of power pertaining to this Gen- 
eral Conference, and the existence of British and Canadian Meth- 
odism—taking the history of the past as our warrant for the fu- 
ture—we have demonstrative evidence of the legitimacy of her 
God-given mission to become the controlling religious element of 
the world. 

I have faith in the doctrines of Methodism. Every page of her 
theology bears the impress of divinity, and challenges the criti- 
cism of this skeptical world. And though often she has been as- 
sailed, she has as often repelled these skeptical assailants, and the 
shafts of her enemies have fallen powerless at her feet. And it is 
worthy of note, that while other systems of theology have suffered 
largely from innovations, and many of their ancient landmarks © 
have been entirely removed, whatever may be said by the enemies 
of Methodism in regard to her trivial matters of difference, and 
the division of the family into different sections, still in point of 
doctrine she is essentially one in every land. The grand old doc- 
trines taught by the founder of Methodism have been preserved 
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entire. Like the garments of ancient Israel and the shoes upon 
their feet, they have not become worn, neither have they grown 
old. The old Jerusalem blade, sharpened in the hands of the 
venerable Wesley, has carried its edge for more than a hundred 
years. And this is a matter of rejoicing to us, as Methodist preach- 
ers, to know, that our doctrines are safe to-day in the hands and 
hearts of every branch of the Methodist family. It is doubtless 
true that her untiring zeal, and the indomitable energy of her 
spirit, have secured to Methodism the proud position she now oc- 
cupies in the heart of the religious world. And though it be ad- 
mitted that that spirit is of God, still it is the truth energized by 
this spirit by which she is to effect the great purpose of her mis- 
sion on the earth. The doctrines of Methodism have been, and 
still are, the grand instruments of her power. Therefore it is the 
ambition of our own branch of Canadian Methodism, that with you, 
the parent stock, we may proclaim from every pulpit repentance 
toward God, justification through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the conscious witness of the Spirit, regeneration, and sanctifica- 
’ tion by the power of the Holy Ghost, and all alone through the 
blood of the Lamb. 

I have faith in the spirit of Methodism. The Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in Canada is not ignorant of your aggressive move- 
ments, and the many arms of power you are reaching out to take 
the world for Jesus. Your Conference journals, your reports, the 
minutes of your Conferences, come to our homes. We read them 
with interest and delight; our children read them; our member- 
ship read them. They tell us of the true spiritual and Method- 
istic fire that characterize your movements, and the many maga- 
zines of power you are laying under requisition for the accom- 
plishment of your God-given mission to take the world for Christ. 
We look over this General Conference at the heroes of many hard- 
fought battles, surrounded as they are and supported by their 
sons in the Gospel, and with admiration we exclaim, Surely the 
spirit and zeal of the fathers of Methodism are here! And we are 
impressed with the conviction that though a hundred years have 
gone since the frame of your constitution was laid, yet the tim- 
bers are all sotind, and the spirit of the Church is as unconquer- 
able to-day as ever. We revere her leaders for their ability, 
spirit, and integrity. We confide in them as men of God, who 
are neither unequal to their charge nor unfaithful to their 
trust. Her ministry is a power, living in the heart of her mem- 
bership. Her piety is undiminished, and the loyalty of her peo- 
ple has, perhaps, never been surpassed in any former period of 
her history. And now, while I stand here to-day the humbler 
representative of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada, I 
am sure that the Bishops and members of this General Confer- 
ence will indulge me in saying, that, though our Church may not 
claim superiority in point of anno bers and “ability, yet I may claim 
in her behalf equal honors in regard to .all the characteristics 
and essential features of true Wesleyanism. 
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Led on by our venerable departed fathers, Reynolds, Alley, 
Smith, and Richardson, whose names we justly revere, and whose 
memories we fondly cherish, we have jealously guarded and faith- 
fully preserved the constitution you gave us. And, thank God! 
the fires kindled by your missionaries on Canadian soil have never 
gone out upon our altars. The names of Losee, Dunham, Bangs, 
and others, are as familiar household words in connection with 
the history of Canadian Episcopal Methodism; we have kept the 
faith delivered to us by those sainted men of God. No principle 
of your Discipline has been violated by us, either of its doctrines, 
government, or usage; and although (by mutual consent) essen- 
tially independent in our organized capacity, yet we have at all 
times cheerfully acquiesced in the decisions of your Bishops and 
your General Conferences upon all essential matters of Method- 
istic law. And now, while we arrogate not to ourselves superior- 
ity over others, but with becoming deference concede the palm, 
(in our own dominion,) in point of numbers and facilities for 
the accomplishment of the great work of our common Method- 
ism, to what is now denominated the Methodist Church of Can- 
ada, yet as regards the steadiness of our polity, the purity of our 
Methodism, the commensurate efficiency of our institutions, the 
zeal, energy, and loyalty of our ministry and membership, I sub- 
mit, we bow to none. 

The means of grace usually styled prudential, and which are 
peculiar to Methodism, and have so largely contributed to her 
success, which were handed down to us through your hands, are, 
without an exception, retained as essential to the growth and de- 
velopment of the graces of the Holy Spirit in all our Societies. 
Our class-meetings are observed not simply as matter of form, or 
means of enjoyment, but as being essential to the spiritual cult- 
ure and moral discipline of new recruits for the army of Jesus; 
a substitute for which we have neither sought nor obtained. Our 
week-night prayer-meetings for the last few years have materially 
increased in spiritual interest and religious power. Our love- 
feasts have lost none of their primitive interest as such, but are 
hailed as quarterly seasons of mutual enjoyment and spiritual 
communion. In common. with other branches of the Methodist 
family we have largely profited by extensive revival services, and, 
especially during the last year, very many have been added to 
our Zion. Our camp-meetings during the last Conference year 
were especially owned by the great Head of the Church in the 
conversion. of sinners and the diffusion of spiritual vitality 
throughout the various departments of the Church. Through 
these means we have reached a class of society which, doubtless, 
under other circumstances, would. have remained, at Teast so far 
as we are concerned, unprofited. Our Sabbath- schools have be- 
come a power. They are engaging the best talent in the Church, 
not as a substitute for the preaching of the Gospel, but as a most 
powerful auxiliary, essential to the successful prosecution of our 
work, and the channel through which, upon our most prominent 
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charges, we are now receiving the largest and most valuable ac- 
cessions to our membership. 

And now, brethren, with you we have learned, and desire never 
- to forget, that all our sufficiency is of God. However perfect the 
arrangement of our machinery, it will fail in its application with- 
out the baptism of fire. Therefore it is our desire, the object of 
our efforts and the burden of our prayers, that “holiness to the 
Lord” be written upon all our institutions; and that, clinging to 
the cross, we may preach a free and full salvation in the power 
of the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. And perhaps there 
never was a period in our history when the vitalizing influences of 
divine power were manifest to a larger extent throughout the 
various instrumentalities of our Zion than the present. In view 
of which, with mingled feelings of gratitude and courage, we 
humbly kneel at the foot of the cross, and, with true Methodistic . 
simplicity, exclaim, 

; ““O to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I’m constrained to be!” 


In conclusion, brethren, while we rejoice in your unequaled 
power in this great country, and also acknowledge the superior 
strength of what is now styled the Methodist Church of Canada, 
and, with gratitude to God, rejoice in the prosperity of both, we 
resolve, as loyal sons of honored sires, to contribute our quota, 
be it great or small, in carrying on the world’s great battles for 
the universal reign of the kingdom of Christ. And should that 
much-desired period ever come in the future of Canadian Meth- 
odism when, on grounds of Methodistic and moral justice, organic 
union is to be effected, be assured, brethren, it will be the height 
of our ambition to perform an honorable part in the consumma- 
tion of so great a measure. 


——__0+¢e—___ 
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REPLY TO THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
OF CANADA. : : 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH OF CANADA. 
DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: It is exceedingly gratifying to 
us to hear of your prosperity, and to be assured of your Christian 
love. Bishop Carman and Rey. E. Lounsbury addressed our 
General Conference in words befitting the occasion, and were re- 
ceived as messengers of the Church of God, and brethren of our 
own household. It would be natural for us to feel very kindly 
toward you, who are bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. 
he introduction of laymen into our General Conference produced 
no friction, but has drawn, ministers and laymen together nearer than 
ever. We feel it to be our duty, as rapidly as possible, to extend 
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our missions to the uttermost parts of the earth. This 1s the first 
great work of the Church. Education, secular and religious, still 
commands our attention and our resources. Our Sunday-schools 
are prosperous beyond any former experience. Our work in the 
West and South is increasing in strength. Humbly relying on the 
Almighty for help, we are going forth in the hope of doing our part 
in bringing the world to Christ. A most gratifying spirit of frater- 
nity is springing up all over our land. Methodists are coming 
nearer together, and for this we bless God, even if nothing comes 
from it but an increase of brotherly love. We hold ourselves 
read to exert all our influence in the interests of peace, good-will, 
and, as far as possible, union. Our representative will convey to 
you our regards, and inform you of our state. May the blessing of 
God rest upon you! 


AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
93 .—sJournal, page 290, 


ADDRESS OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN MeEtTHoDIsT Epris- 
COPAL CHURCH TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METH- 
ODISE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Most REVEREND BRETHREN: With joy we hail the day that once 
more permits us, as fellow-laborers and sufferers in the bonds of 
Christian faith, to greet you in the capacity of Church counselors 
assembled. Heretofore, by our connectional standing, we have 
realized the strength of our relationship. You have seemed nearer 
us than any other great body of Christians in the world, because 
we have drawn life from your doctrines, models from your laws, 
and grace from your examples. Your Methodism has been our 
Methodism; your pioneers our pioneers. These realizations of 
times gone by are stronger to-day than at any preceding period. 
We feel in Christ that we are brethren by blood, by denomination, 
by doctrine, by our peculiar law. 

You and we all stand upon the apostolic principles of John 
Wesley; and as Methodists practically ought to be near each other, 
we should feel the pulsations of only one heart. May God, for his 
own glory and the good of our Church, draw us to one common 
center! 

Protestantism in the United States of America requires the ac- 
complishment of such a grand result, and so we should be equally 
concerned in working for the advancement of all the interests of 
our denomination, and for the development of its effectual strength. 

You, though, brethren in Christ, have greater power to effect 
this result through us than we have to effect it through you. Your 
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able hand can do much in assisting us to prevent the children of 
our people from being made enemies to the Protestant faith. It is 
necessary for you to do this. The great Church of Rome, with its 
strategists and wonderful machinery for ecclesiastical government, 
carefully directs its attention to the rising generations of our peo- 
ple. It strives to draw them into its fold by special schools and 
grand cathedrals. It does all of this that your power may be les- 
sened and its power increased in this our native land. 

Dear brethren, we, as in allegiance with you, would fully con- 
trovert this papalistic influence against our common cause, but we 
are too strictly limited in power. You are strong. 

May God in his infinite wisdom, during your deliberations in 
your present session, grant you grace to see the best plans for a 
closer union with us, your humble servants, and all similar branches 
of your great organization; and thus may Methodism be as a 
“ green bay tree,” and Protestantism be the strength of the nation. 

With reverence and Christian love, fraternally yours, 

James H. A. JoHNnson, 
J. T. JUNIPER, 
T. W. HENDERSON, - Committee. 
J. C. Emey, 
Joun W. Cooper, 
Attest, Daniet A. PAYNE, 
ALEX. W. WAYMAN, 
J. P. CAMPBELL, 


J. A. SHORTER, > Bishops. 
T. M. D. Warb, : 
Joun M. Brown, 

———_ 0¢e—_— 
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ADDRESS OF REV. JAMES H. A. JOHNSTON. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, BisHops, AND DEAR BRETHREN: A grave re- 
sponsibility rests upon me at this time as one of the fraternal 
messengers of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, sent to 
your distinguished assembly. , ak sgt 

It is impossible for me to be insensible of the fact that I am 
here in the presence of the assembled wisdom of this nation; that 
I and my.associates are here to speak to the grandest convocation 
in the United States of America. We make this acknowledgment 
because your greatness and strength are known by “ your works 
and labor of love’’—known by your influence upon the civilized 
and uncivilized world—known by your moral results, produced 
for the good of all men. 

We have seen you, in the earnestness of your quadrennial ses- 
sions, preparing the machinery by which you intended to move 
into the depths of pagan darkness; and then we have seen you 


. 
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destroying heathen fanes, and treading pagan idols into dust, as you 
have moved into that darkness. Your talents and your strength 
_ have been marshaled, drilled, and impinged against the elements of 
the world that know no Christ. In the east and in the west, in the 
north and in the south, in every part of this globe where moral 
darkness has prevailed, you, our a/ma mater in the Gospel of 
Christ, have hung out the lights of the cross that men might see 
the way to eternal salvation. 

This continent, we know, is only your base for operation. Here 
we see the magnificence of your organization ; but there, away off 
in Africa, we see the splendor of your results. You have sent 
your detachments there, lifted up your banner there, and prepared 
the way for the people of that benighted region to come into the 
loving embraces of our blessed Saviour. We know that by your 
missionary labors there precious souls have been introduced into 
the kingdom of everlasting life, and are now shouting with those 
who, from other shores, have gone “sweeping through the gates 
washed in the blood of the Lamb.” There you have built your 
school-houses, erected your edifices for worship, and devised re- 
ligious facilities, that in the doing of all of which you might make 
the wild people of that foreign land feel the power of a living 
Gospel, and realize an evangelical conversion for the glory of the 
Lord God of all the faithful seed of Abraham. Your success 
there has been great and worthy of admiration. It causes us to 
revere you as sanctified servants in the bonds of peace. But our 
observation of your grand results in efforts to evangelize this 
world cannot be confined to the sunny shore of Africa. 

You have been working at the guarded walls of China, and are 
advancing righteousness and truth among the millions of peculiar 
people there. Your influence is being felt in various sections of 
the Indies, on the islands of the seas, and in all parts of this earth 
where the “ untutored savage ’ needs so much a knowledge of the 
love of Jesus. To reach them you have plowed through oceans, 
navigated rivers, ridden through valleys, and overcome the great- 
est difficulties in your way to their distant habitations. You have 
gone to them in spite of all these difficulties, and said unto them, 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.” 
And thus, brothers in Christ, you have compelled barbarism 
to yield to civilization, idolatry to Christianity, and rudeness to 
refinement. 

But you have done more than this among the various nations of 
this earth. You have directed your attention to the civilized as 
well as to the uncivilized parts of mankind. And so in the realms 
of Europe, where sectarianism and bigotry would predominate over 
the religion that is the foundation of Methodism, you have thrown 
up your watch-towers, and adopted the holy instrumentalities 
which are designed to make the people of that continent know 
that the liberal mind of Jesus is over and above their contracted 
notions. You have controlled the power of the press, subjugated 
it to your religious will, and, by the grace of God, made it a great 
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engine for the production of angels to carry the glad tains to 
the people of Spain, France, Sardinia, Tuscany, Rome, and, I pre- 
sume, every other section of that ancient continent. Your Cook- 
mans, your Durbins, your Newmans, and your other stars of the 
first magnitude, have intensified the light that was made by Lat- 
imer and Ridley, until to-day the people there, living under the 
sway of monarchical scepters, are joining their voices with yours 
in this Western hemisphere, to sing with you from the depths of 
their souls, 


“Jesus only will we know, 
And Jesus crucified.” 


The results of your labor among them give us still stronger reason 
to say, “Great, great is the Methodist Episcopal Church of the 
United States of America!” If we proceed no further than this 
point, we could conclude that no impartial mind would refuse to 
concede that greatness is her attribute.. But we are induced to 
proceed a little further. We cannot remain silent concerning the 
work that she has done at home, concerning the good results she 
has accomplished all around herself. Here she has conspicuously 
figured in shaping the policy of our nation. 

When she conceived the burning truth of Mr. Wesley’s declara- 
tion, that slavery was “the sum of all villainies,” she said in her 
grand council chamber that slavery must be denounced, and she 
denounced it. Then she prayed against it, spoke against it, 
worked against it, and finally destroyed it. She broke the shackles 
of the captive, released the bondman from the house of bondage, 
and cleared the way for his moral elevation. In the doing of this 
she made herself immortal, and drew smiles of approbation from 
the “spirits of just men made perfect.” And now she, for this 
cause, for this fidelity to the best interests of humanity, has a 
golden record in heaven, and the divine assurance given that in 
the darkest hour of the night she shall be protected as God pro- 
tected Israel. Abraham Lincoln was great, but this grand old 
Church is greater. She shapes the policy of our nation, and yet 
does not believe in the theory of bringing politics into religion; 
vice versa, she believes in taking religion into politics, so that 
Uncle Sam of the lower regions may have nothing to do with 
Uncle Sam of America. And it is on this ground, it seems, that 
she is about to resolve that the members of the Church through- 
out the country should “endeavor by every just and proper 
means to place in all the civil offices of our Government only 
such men as are known to possess and maintain true Christian 
characters and principles.” It is on this ground that she draws 
up her gigantic proportions, and frowns in righteous vengeance 
upon the crooked god of wine and whisky, and then, with a recoil 
terrific, smashes rum-shops and distilleries. May Heaven grant 
her still more strength to save the nation from intemperance! 

We, the messengers of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
are highly pleased with the privilege of appearing before the 
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representatives of such a distinguished organization in Confer- 
ence assembled. We were intended to appear here as a dele- 
gation, bearing a letter of fraternal greetings; but after we had 
been appointed the news reached us in the far South that 
you, in your righteous course, had commissioned unto our 
Assembly a messenger or two to bear fraternal greetings to 
them, and so our Assembly awaited their arrival. In due 
course of time they made their appearance in the persons of 
Rey. D. Sherman and Mr. J. C. Tate. Both of them addressed 
the members of our Assembly and conveyed to us your fra- 
ternal feelings. In the person of Dr. Sherman we recognized 
the true, earnest, dignified representative of your most digni- 
fied Conference. The members of our body carefully listened to 
him as in tenderness and love he spoke of your great interest in 
our organization, and your bright hopes that in some day or 
other you would be successful in bringing the gospel sponge to 
bear upon all the Color lines upon the slate. Our body be- 
lieved, as he spoke, that the day would come after awhile when 
no good white Methodist would be in the least afraid of a little 
bit of the visible admixture, or of the pure fluid either, in his 
brother’s veins. And so with these good impressions we are au- 
thorized to reciprocate your kindly greeting by reading the fol- 
lowing letter. [For letter see page 486.] 


95,—Journal, page 290, 
ADDRESS OF B. F. TANNER, D.D. 


Mr. CHAIRMAN AND BRETHREN: It is a little cool this morn- 
ing. Had it been as warm as it was yesterday I certainly would 
not have followed in the remarks I am going to make. You have 
had one very excellent quoting of good words. On account of 
the coolness, possibly you can stand a little more in the same 
direction. But it is to be remembered that this appreciation with 
the colored people for the Methodist Church is one of the most 
natural things in the world. In fact, it is natural, not only for the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, but for all the colored peo- 
ple, very highly to appreciate the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Men appreciate things just as they see things-—just as naturally. 
The eye can be no more insensible to beauty, the ear can be no 
more insensible to sound, than the soul can be insensible to that 
which is great and glorious. 

Now, when we look back upon the part which the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church has played in the common affairs of our country, it is 
absolutely wrong that we should feel and think other than kindly 
and highly of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Before the war 
if we look at her history—if we look at her course in regard to the 
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great question that divided the country—it was not, as some one 
has recently said in a book about the original Methodist Church, 
that of a backward or forward movement, but her course was al- 
“together such as was to her credit. Of course she did not see 
every thing with two eyes. The nation was stone blind, but the 
men of this Church saw things at least with one eye; and you 
know where every body is blind the man with one eye is the see- 
ing man. So, too, where every body is dumb, the man that can 
chatter is the talking man; and where every body is deaf, the man 
that can hear even in one ear only is the hearing man. Now the 
history of the Church says, that before the war the men of this 
Church saw moral issues just about as clearly as uninspired men 
generally do, and heard about as clearly as uninspired men gen- 
erally hear. And while the Church did not speak out as some of 
us would have her, yet she chattered very plainly on the great 
question. 

So, too, if we look at the history of this Church during the war, 
her course was altogether to her credit. She saw very clearly. 
She was the first to see that slavery was at the bottom of this 
trouble, the first to hear God’s voice in the thundering of the 
nation’s artillery, and the first to speak out broadly and clearly, in 
decided tones, for liberty. Since the war she has had courage to 
go down South and stay there. Now that was right smart. You 
know when you gentlemen talked to us about social ostracism 
you said, “ That is nothing; you have company of yourown; you 
can associate among your own people.” But since going down 
South they have made you taste what social ostracism is, and you 
found after all it means something ; that to be shut out of refined 
society, to be compelled to associate with the unlearned and un- 
cultivated, is not such a nice thing. We have been telling you 
so all along, but you didn’t see proper to believe us. I think 
you do now. 

Now, brethren of the Conference and Mr. Chairman, of course 
such a history as this received and maintained our highest esteem. 
We do appreciate very highly the common mother of the common 
Methodism of the land, and especially for the fact that she has 
taken this broad course in regard to humanity and hberty. Now 
it might be asked, “ How came it that this Church, more than any 
other on the continent, so clearly heard, so decidedly spoke, such 
words of truth.”” Well, the fact is, that she heard that Wesley 
threw out the word, “I absolutely deny all slaveholding to be 
consistent with any degree of natural justice.” 

That was the key-note. The Church got that note and made it 
her watchword ; that truth went into the citadel in the city of our 
God, barricaded the doors, and is going to stay there until all 
portions of this city of our God render submission to that sublime 
truth. All parts of the city do not that yet, but they all are 
coming to it about as fast as could be expected. When the whole 
city shall defer to the power shut up in this citadel, then, with 
floating banners, we will march out of the gates and enter upon 
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the subjugation of the world to this great truth. Dr. Sherman 
said to me at Atlanta, “I suppose you want me to fire at the 
crisis.” Now I haven't time to fire at the crisis, but my Brother 
Dickinson will. 


26.—dournal, page 290, 
ADDRESS OF REV. W. F. DICKINSON. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, BISHOPS, AND BRETHREN: We hail with gladness 
this auspicious morn, which brings us once again under the mater- 
nal roof, even though our sojourn here be but for a few moments. 
We greet you and bid you farewell almost with the same breath. 
Our greetings are heart greetings. We bear them to you from 
fellow-laborers in the vineyard of our common Lord, who “ suffer 
with our Master here.” Sixty years ago, Mr. Chairman, you sent 
us out from you—sent us to school. We have remained there ever 
since: and whatever was the intent when we were sent forth, like 
Joseph in the land of the Pharaohs we have developed in every right 
direction, for the Lord of hosts has been with us. We have learned 
some very important lessons in these years, and among them we 
have learned this, that “ out of one blood God has created all men 
to dwell upon the face of the earth.” We have learned of the 
fatherhood of God and of the common brotherhood of man. We 
have learned that our Father distinguishes between characters, 
not persons; and.that he looks not upon any outward and, humanly 
speaking, uncontrollable circumstance, but upon the heart. We have 
also learned another lesson—how to preach and how to practice 
the goldenrule. The school to which you sent us is an industrial 
school, so we have worked, and we have accumulated since we 
left you nearly $4,000,000 worth of Church property; we have 
over 2,000 messengers of peace, itinerant and local; we have be- 
tween 300,000 and 400,000 members, one university, and twelve 
institutions of learning besides, and daily we are swelling that in- 
numerable company over there. 

The eloquent delegate from the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
South, said, in his communication to your honorable body, that - 
there were only two Episcopal Methodist bodies in this country. 
We venture to suggest that when Episcopal Methodist bodies are 
counted we have aright to be named. Our reasons, to give them 
to you briefly, are these: Our first Bishop was ordained an elder 
by Bishop Asbury. Besides that, at his ordination to the epis- 
copal office a Protestant Episcopal clergyman officiated, and laid 
his hands upon the head of Richard Allen; and more than that, 
it is a significant fact that this episcopal priest didn’t lose his robe 
by this act. He lived and died an honored and respected mem- 
ber of his Church. 
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These are days of fraternity. The very air is impregnated with 
the brotherly feeling. Old scores are passed by, and hands are 
clasped across all sorts of chasms. Methodist extremes are meet- 
ing, and there is some danger that the most loyal of Methodists 
may be overlooked, if not sacrificed, in this handshaking. There 
is some show of reason in the remark—that i is, judging from a hu- 
man stand-point—of the prodigal’s eldest brother, when he com- 
plained that he had done well at home, but that there had been 
no fatted calf slain for him that he might enjoy the company of 
his friends; and but for him we would not have known how the 
prodigal had squandered his father’s living. ‘The African Method- 
ist Episcopal Church is the eldest daughter of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. Aye, more than that; not only the eldest, but, we 
think, the most respectable if not the most respected, for we have 
never transgressed at any time. We, however, throw the mantle 
of charity around the matter of who is-prodigal. But if the calf 
is to be slain, if organic or permanent union is to take place, 
we would claim the seat nearest our mother’s side, the first choice 
and the best room; and I guess the roll of honor is ours by right 
also, for we are certainly the most respectful and loving daughter. 

Now, sixty years of training has been of inestimable value to 
us, and we are feeling quite at home where we are, for so much 
of manliness has been developed. If we went ‘away children, we 
return in the vigor of Christian manhood. If we went down a 
family, we would come up a nation. We would return with 
treasures innumerable, with hundreds of thousands of members, 
with institutions of learning originated and fostered by us; with a 
Church paper, and with other matters of literature; and besides 
all this, Mr. Chairman and brethren, we would return bringing 
back a Book Concern without an investigating committee, and lay 
it all in the lap of our benign mother. I say these are among the 
things possible, because a gratuitous remark was made on this 
floor a few days ago to the effect that we were anxious to return. 
That was a most dangerous statement, for it was partly true and 
partly something else. 

Brother Sherman brought us the very pleasant information that 
our mother had retained our room unoccupied and well-furnished 
in the old family mansion, and that when others desired to go 
into that room the mother said, “ Hands .off, boys, that is the 
room of the African daughter!” We were glad to hear it; but 
when we left home, there were some of our number who tarried 
behind. We have read of their experience at home. Their 
status, it seems, remains until to-day an unsolved problem; for 
still we hear our mother sing— 


“What troubles have we seen, 
What conflicts have we passed.” 


But I don’t know why Methodists cannot consolidate One 
reason may be, that we do not yet know the truth sufficiently. 
For, if any one dares to declare the truth, and nothing but the 
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truth, the cry is raised, “ He is fifty years in advance of his time.” 
Well, I thank God for those men who move on in the advance of 
tardy public sentiment; who hoist the flag and point out to us the 
way to liberty, righteousness, and life. Methodism united! What 
a thought! German, Irish, American, and African Methodists 
united, marching under one banner! Sherman, in his grand 
march to the sea, could not begin to compare with it! Rome 
might educate her five hundred or five thousand priests, and send 
them over here to educate the black man; but a united Method- 
ism, stretching from ocean to ocean, belting every part of our 
great country, would not only sweep in every black man, but 
every living man, white and black, on the American Continent. 

Let us draw nearer together. Let Methodism present a\bold 
front. Let us restore the almost discarded doctrine of Christian 
perfection in our practice as well asin our preaching. Let us 
paint iton our banner. Then let us publish our declaration of 
principles to the world, that we are “persuaded that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 





+ 
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REPLY TO THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EpiIscopaL 
CHURCH TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN 
MetTHopist EPIscopAL CHURCH. 

Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN: “ Grace be unto you, and peace, 

from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” We re- 

ceived with great pleasure your letter at the hands of the honored 
brethren whom you sent to us as your representatives, the Rey. 

J. H. A. Johnson, the Rev. B. F. Tanmer, D.D., and .the Rev. 

W. F. Dickinson, who in their addresses to us gave us the warm- 

est assurances of your Christian affection and your interest in our 

prosperity, fully confirming all that you had written. 

We give thanks to God for the great work which he is doing 
through you in building up the kingdom of our common Lord, 
and for the grace and courage which have enabled you so largely 
to triumph over the great difficulties that have surrounded you, and 
to gather into your hands so many agencies for usefulness as you 
now possess. We rejoice in your firmness in the faith, the Meth- 
odist faith, which both you and we received from our fathers; in 
your zeal for the spread of true scriptural holiness, for which God 
raised us up; and in your fervent attachment to the institutions 
which are both yours and ours, and which God has so greatly 
blessed. 
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We will not conceal from you how tenderly you have touched 
our hearts in telling us so frankly that we have seemed nearer to 
you than has any other large body of Christians. We are glad 
that it is so; and we rejoice in the growing love and unity between 
us. We are laboring side by side with you, having the same doc- 
trines, institutions, and forms of polity, striving to gather all ranks 
and classes of men together around the cross of our Lord, and are 
distinct from you in no important respect except in name. Why 
even that distinction should long continue would not be easy for 
either you or us to explain. If our hearts be truly united, the 
outward union ought not to be long in coming. Doubtless, as 
you suggest, our power is greater than yours against the common 
foe of our Protestantism, which is at the present time putting 
forth great efforts to draw your children into its arms; and your 
appeal to us to assist you with our strength awakens our deep 
sympathy. Yet it is in union that the greatest power of us 
both for the grand result will be found, while nothing will avail 
without the abiding of the blessed Holy Spirit with our ministry 
and people. 

We hope, therefore, and devoutly pray, that the spirit of love 
and unity may be poured upon us all abundantly, that the bonds 
of our affection may strengthen more and more continually, and 
that all things that may make for our mutual fellowship and the 
glory of our Lord may be given to both you and us. 

We send to you as our representative and the bearer of our 
Christian salutations, a beloved brother in whom we have entire 
confidence, who will more fully speak to you of our esteem and 
love, 


COLORED METHODIST PrisCOPaL, CHURCH. 


28 —Journal, page 162. 


ADDRESS OF THE COLORED METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


To tHE BisHops AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFER- 
ENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, GREETING, 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The General Conference of 
the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church in America appointed 
their four Bishops and three others as a Committee of Fraternity 
and Union. This Committee met in the city of Louisville, Ken- 
ky, Ma TO76. eee 
Pye ae a to you our friendly feelings and Christian 
greetings, and pray for a long and continued career of prosperity 
and Christian triumph on your part; for your part 1s our part, 
and your success is our success. Your general prosperity has 
made us glad; and we hope and pray for your greater growth in 
all things of the Spirit, and the fullness of Christ. And we hope 


' 
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that the day will soon come when all shall be one in Church and 
in heart. 

We hope you will have a profitable and harmonious session in 
your great and venerable body, and that the Lord may crown all 
your efforts with glory and praise. 

We are still your brethren in Christ. 

; W. H. Mites, Chairman. 
L. H. Hatsey, Secretary. 


——_—__0$9-—____ 
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REPLY TO THE COLORED METHODIS®. EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We have received with great 
gratification the communication of your Bishops and other hon- 
ored brethren, your Committee of Fraternity and Union, and do 
most heartily reciprocate its sentiments of fraternal feeling and 
Christian love. We thank you for your interest in the success of 
our efforts, and for your prayers for our prosperity. 

We rejoice in the increasing unity of spirit between ourselves 
and the other branches of our common Methodism, and especially 
in the deepening conviction in many hearts, that they who hold 
and teach the same faith, and have the same institutions, should 
be so truly of one heart and one soul that they will be drawn to- 
gether in outward and formal union, combining their strength in 
advancing the kingdom of our Lord, and giving to the world a 
manifest proof of the power of that love which makes believers 
truly one. We are glad to reckon you among those who are look- 
ing toward a closer union between themselves and us, and we can 
find no better terms for the expression of our feelings than your 
own words: “We hope that the day will soon come when all shall 
be one in Church and in heart.” 

We invoke upon you the fullness of heavenly grace, that in all 
your work and labor of love you may be rightly guided, and 
blessed with prosperity. : 





THE METHODIST CHURCH. 
30.—Journal, page 162, 
REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, ASSEMBLED IN BALTIMORE, May, 1876. 

FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The undersigned, in connection with 

Rey. Gideon Martin, D.D., of the West Virginia Conference, was 

appointed by the Bishops, under the authority of the General 
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Conference of 1872, a fraternal delegate to the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Church, which sat in Princeton, Illinois, in 
May, 1875. It is greatly to be regretted that his colleague, Dr. 
Martin, was unable to attend. The writer was present, and dis- 
charged, according to the best of his ability, the duties assigned 
to him. He was honored with the most cordial and brotherly 
reception from the Methodist General Conference. They allotted 
a fitting time to hear what he had to say, and designated two of 
their distinguished members to respond. The occasion was one 
of good feeling and kindly expression, tending to create and 
cherish fraternal relations between the two bodies. The brethren 
were also highly delighted with the visit of Bishop Janes, which 
occurred a few days previous, and dwelt in the most glowing lan- 
guage on the sweetness of his Christian spirit, and the wisdom of 
the words which he spake. 

The Conference appointed the following highly respectable 
brethren to bear their fraternal greetings to your body, namely: 
John Scott, D.D., Alexander Clark, D.D., John Cowl, D.D., the 
Hon. Francis H. Pierpoint, the Hon. F. H. Collier, the Hon. P. H. 
Remsburg. 

It is hoped that these honored brethren will favor the General 
Conference with their presence. 

Respectfully submitted. Wn. HUNTER. 


31 .—— Journal, page 181. 


ADDRESS OF THE METHODIST CHURCH. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METH- 
ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We are happy, as fraternal mes- 
sengers of the Methodist Church, without prefix or suffix—one of 
the smaller bodies of Methodism—to extend to you the fraternal 
greetings and kind Christian regards of the body which we have 
the honor to represent. This is an official duty which it affords 
us very great pleasure to perform. 

In addressing you we feel that we are addressing our brethren, 
for we regard Methodism in its various branches as essentially 
one. We had a common origin, and for a considerable time a 
common history, and we are sure have, or ought to have, a com- 
mon interest. We all venerate the name of Wesley, adopt the 
theology of Watson, and recognize as a standard of exposition 
and comment the learned writings of Adam Clarke. 

The téachings of Methodism are every-where the same. Dif- 
ferences have arisen in reference to forms of government and 
questions of a domestic nature, but no difference exists in refer- 
ence to the essential doctrines of Methodism. In this respect 
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the branches are as thoroughly Methodistic as the original stock. 
And this, after all, is the great essential thing. This is the soul 
of Methodism; and i in this respect it is one and undivided. Its 
ordinances, its forms of worship, and the general outlines of its 
economy, are also the same. In all that is essential to Method- 
ism there is an absolute and permanent agreement among the 
various Methodist bodies. The points of difference are compara- 
tively unimportant and non-essential, and relate to matters not 
originally connected with the great Methodist Reformation. 

For eighteen years after the introduction of Methodism into 
this country it existed without a formal and general organization, 
and without a general executive head, except so far as Mr. Wes- 
ley, through others, partially superintended it. At the Christmas 
Conference, held-in this city (Baltimore) in 1784, a general or- 
ganization was effected, and general superintendents, or executives, 
were chosen. These measures, as well as those of a different 
character adopted by bodies which afterward seceded from the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, formed no part of original Method- 
ism. They were measures adopted by the different parties con- 
cerned, according to their best judgment, for the extension and 
permanent establishment of Methodism. They no more consti- 
tute Methodism than the coat a man wears constitutes the man, 
Variety of form is not inconsistent with unity of character. 

Every branch of Methodism is a living, fruitful branch, and each 
acts and reacts upon the other. The mutual influence thus ex- 
erted has, perhaps, after all, been of a healthful and beneficial char- 
acter, and has promoted the common good. One of the results 
has been to bring the various Methodist bodies into greater har- 
mony, and, in things not essential, into greater practical unity, 
They are now moving on converging lines, and we know that such 
lines, if sufficiently extended, ultimately meet. 

Some forty-five years ago our fathers planted a little vine in this 
city (Baltimore). It was a cutting from an older vine, and they 
so trimmed and set it that, in their opinion, the fruit was wonder- 
fully improved. But they planted it in the same ground where 
the old vine was growing. Its roots permeated the whole soil, and 
its branches cast their shadows far and wide. In consequence of 
this the little vine was deprived of the nourishment, sunshine, and 
air it would have enjoyed had it been permitted to grow alone. 
Still, it grew and produced good fruit, and its friends claim that 
by some means or other it has so affected the old vine that its fruit 
has improved to such an extent that it requires a person of some 
penetration to tell the difference between the two. In consequence 
of this, some have thought that the young vine might now safely 
be engrafted again into the old vine. But there are others who 
think the old vine should be ingrafted into the new. The problem 
is too difficult for us to solve. 

We are happy to say, however, that the irritation which almost 
necessarily attended the “ Reform” controversy—the expulsion 
of some ministers and members, the withdrawal of others, and the 
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organization of a new Church—has passed away. A new day has 
dawned, and the spirit of fraternity and brotherly love has taken 
the place of a spirit of division and strife. The great fundament- 
al principle of lay representation, for which the founders of our 
Church mainly contended, has been conceded, if not fully ap- 
plied, and the mother now looks tenderly upon the children, and 
the children dutifully return her love. 

One year ago the Rev. Dr. Hunter, one of your Fraternal Mes- 
sengers to our General Conference, visited us and extended to us 
your fraternal greeting, and assured us of your kind regards. His 
visit afforded us very great pleasure. We were glad to greet him 
as a brother beloved and honored by us, and also heartily to re- 
ceive him as your messenger. Your venerable senior Bishop 
also honored us by his presence, not in an official capacity, as he 
told us, but to represent himself and assure us of his love, and we 
think he will bear record that his reception was most cordial, for 
we felt it a great privilege to greet and honor such a man of God. 
He told us that, however the statement might subject him to crit- 
icism, he was in favor of an organic union of the: Methodist 
Churches in this country. As individuals we most heartily in- 
dorse his position on that subject. We say here, as we have said 
elsewhere, we are in favor of one Methodism for the continent. 
We cannot, Mr. President, for the life of us, see any good reason 
for the existence now of so many different Methodist Churches in 
this country. The tendency of this age is not to a blind submis- 
sion to the usurped authority, but to restiveness under the proper 
restraints of law. This undue tendency to liberalism does not 
need to be fostered, but rather to be restrained: 

The Church which we have the honor to represent is now ne- 
gotiating, with favorable prospects, a union with the Methodist 
Protestant Church, a part of her former self. This is a step in the 
right direction, which we hope will be succeeded by others which 
will result in a general Methodist union. We believe the angels 
in heaven would rejoice at such a consummation. 

Joun Scott, 
Joun Cow. 


32,,—Journal, page 181. 
ADDRESS OF REV. ALEXANDER CLARK, D.D. 


Dear BRETHREN: Will you permit a supplemental word? The 
fraternal address which has just been presented comes warm and 
fresh from the hearts of brethren who are eminent in the Church, 
and who, had they been present, would have warmed other loyal 
hearts by their speech. The address, as you will perceive, 
breathes the true fraternal spirit, and is not gauged by sectarian 
or sectional lines. It is honest, sincere, unreserved, hopetul of a 
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larger liberality and a closer intimacy of souls in the entire Meth- 
odist brotherhood. 

We rejoice in your wonderful prosperity; for, after all, the 
agency, however organized, which embodies most truth and saves 
most souls, is most worthy of the people’s faith. Your signal 
triumphs in our own and foreign lands, your flourishing literary 
and educational institutions, and your fearless advocacy of human 
rights, are examples to all younger and smaller branches of the 
family whose common name we bear. 

I do not presume to speak for the majority in our denomina- 
tion, but personally, I venture to say this day that I favor “ ab- 
sorption,” not exactly as my beloved friend, Dr. Curry, advocated 
two or three years ago, but the absorption of all alienating and 
disturbing elements by love. I would have episcopacy absorbed 
by Methodist, polity absorbed by grace, Color lines lost in the 
sunshine of a blessed brotherhood, that henceforth, in the Gospel 
unity, we might not need such auxiliary phrases as “‘ Episcopal,” 
“ Protestant,” “South,” “African,” “Free,” ‘‘ Primitive,” ‘‘ Inde- 
pendent,” or “ Wesleyan,” as local definers. The grand old ge- 
neric word “ Methodist’ names us all with sufficient definiteness, 
and is a worthy appellation. For in all the essentials of doctrine 
you and we, and all of us, are one and indivisible. On the divine 
side of the question, which is the chief side and the front, there 
is no difference, no alienation, no discord whatever. We get the 
same experience at our altars, and tell the same story in our class- 
meetings. We are thrilled by the same hymns at home and 
abroad. We share a common interest, engage in a common work, 
and the Holy Spirit himself bears witness with our spirits that we 
are the children of God. Herein is method—not that we differ in 
policy, but that we agree in faith, in work, in love, and in life. 
Toward heaven we all bear the same image, and are being 
changed by the ages from glory into glory, from liberty into 
liberty, from power into power, as by the Spirit of the Lord. All 
missionary gain we claim in common, all achievement in moral 
reform, in education, in literature ; for in these things we could 
not “ disintegrate” if we tried. We preach the same Gospel in 
the same way. In all best things we are one. In highest thoughts 
and in deepest feelings we are a unit the world over, and in 
heaven forever. Methodism has but one heart. Its life is thrown 
into the world’s extremities from the same vital center. And, 
therefore, every Methodist claims every other Methodist as kin, 
and intuitively says, “‘ Brother,” as he takes his hand. Then if 
we be brethren already, our household of faith is a divine struct- 
ure, and this is ourcommon home. Our interests are identical— 
eternally so. We dare not draw distinctive lines, or even imagine 

shades of essential difference in our doctrinal basis. The Pres- 
byterian family differ in theological interpretations, in psalmody, 
or in conditions of communion; the Baptist family differ in respect 
of days, formularies, and feasts : ; the Lutheran family differ touch- 
ing sacred ordinances; the Episcopalian family differ in baptismal 
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regeneration; each showing a confusion of household faith; but 
the Methodist family hold precisely the same doctrines, observe 
the same usages, and tell the same old story “of Jesus and his 
love!” The only divergence is on the human, or polity, side of 
things, not in things of the Spirit. It is the kingdom of heaven 
upon earth to so see eye to eye and face to face, and to know, 
even here among the shadows, as we are known. Blessed be God 
for such unity of the faith! 

We show differences only on the governmental or expediency 
side of the question. And here our opinions should be always 
moderated by what shines through from the heavenly side. We 
differ in our local agencies for carrying forward the same work. 
We are slightly unlike in temporal affairs, not at all in spiritual 
affairs. Surely there is no cause here for any strife of bitter 
words, for any troubling of enlightened consciences, for any waste 
of ink or blood in controversy. While we, as matters expedient, 
maintain separate organizations, we recognize the conscience, the 
manhood, and the divine endowment of other branches than our 
own. We would make music together by playing upon black 
keys and white by the same hands, by pressing the pedals down 
among the baser political and commercial interests of humanity, 
using all men, ranging every-where, singing and making melody 
in our hearts unto the Lord. 

We greet you heart to heart in this gospel spirit on God’s side 
of Methodism—on the upper, the heavenly side; while we greet 
you hand in hand in much work that. is mutual, and foot to foot 
in the itinerant march by which we hope to conquer the world to 
Christ. 

We rejoice to know that you now recognize the principle of lay 
representation, which was magnified by our fathers of 1828; but 
we, nevertheless, feel more really united to you in the spirit of 
the grander fathers of 1729, when Wesley and his coadjutors made 
possible, by their doctrinal Reformation, all the lesser and more 
recent good which we are sometimes pleased to call reform. 

We would not have you, dear brethren, confuse your present 
harmonious movements to make room for us, who might be less 
happy and free if organically with you; nor can we promise to 
yield our congenial and satisfactory system, which holds our people 
in the bonds of peace, and promises so much for the future, for 
the sake of a more popular or powerful combination. We hail 
you on the march as an army whose officers are loyal and heroic, 
and whose soldiery are a unit for tearing down the strongholds of 
sin. Our flag is the same, our great Captain 1s the same, and we 
expect, not to divide our forces in the field, but to divide laurels 
in the great day of eternal peace. 
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33.—Journal, page 381. 


REPLY TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHOD- 
IST CHURCH. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST CHURCH. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The communication sent to 
us by your honored delegates, Rev. John Scott and Rev. John 
Cowl, and the truly noble, Christian, fraternal address of Rev. 
Alexander Clark, D.D., gave us great pleasure. We regret that all | 
your delegates were unable to meet us, but we need not tell you 
how well Dr. Clark did the task assigned him. You know better 
even than we how true, and eloquent, and devoted he is; and all 
this know all the Churches. His beautiful and touching address 
was received with hearty rejoicing by our General Conference. 
We respond to all you say of Methodistic fraternity and final or- 
ganic union, and in the same spirit of charity, wait patiently and 
trustfully for the coming era of peace that will last forever. We 
are one, having “one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all.”” We have one Lord and Saviour, one 
faith and baptism, We believe the same doctrines, and are saved 
by the same grace, which through the Holy Ghost justifies and 
sanctifies the soul. We recognize our brethren of the different 
Methodist families as belonging to the same great household, in 
whose counsels no discordant words should be heard. Your ex- 
pressions of brotherly love strike sympathetic chords in our 
hearts, and we pray that we may forget the controversies of the 
dead past in the absorbing labors demanded by the present, and 
in the joyful hope of future and eternal union. 

Your heritage and ours are side by side, under the same sun- 
light, beneath the same benignant skies, whose clouds drop down 
fatness upon us. God sends the early and the latter rain, and we 
gather fruit together for the Master’s garner. We are for a union 
of hearts and hands, and a cessation of strife among all who love 
our Lord. Christ our Redeemer knows all we mean by these 
brotherly greetings, and none of us in his presence will dare to 
utter words we do not feel. Let us walk in love, as Christ also 
' hath loved us. Our success as Methodists is the gift of God, and 
all boasting is excluded. The power of the Church for good is 
not in her numbers, her wealth, or her excellent organization; 
not in her modes of worship or her theological formulas, though 
all these may be factors in her resources; but her real, soul-sav- 
ing power is the gift of the Holy Spirit. ‘ Not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord.” 

Our representative will convey to you more fully our strong 
desire for the prosperity of the Methodist Church, and tell 
you more about our work. We pray that you may have peace 
with God, and with all the household of faith. 
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While we revere the names and admire the heroic deeds of our 
fathers, who under God planted Methodism throughout this land; 
while we acknowledge that they were giants going forth in the 
strength of Him who is mighty to save, we adore him who sent 
them, and bury forever their controversies. As the Holy Ghost 
crowned their efforts, so may he descend on us! Sitting at the 
same table in our Father’s house, we will not criticise each other’s 
garb or manners, but im the~spirit of Christian love, greet each 
other, mutually praying that we may be endued with power from 
on high. Our predecessors in the work of the ministry endured 
hardness as good soldiers, that they might win souls to Christ, 
and God gave them their desire, and in addition a rich Christian 
experience, crowned by the baptism of power, without which they 
would have been as other men. 

We hope that all of our associations on earth may be those of 
brethren, and that in the great family gathering, where Jesus our 
elder brother will serve and bless us, together | 


“We'll join the everlasting song, 
And crown him Lord of all.” 


Very truly yours, in the bonds of peace. 
ee oe 
METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


34,— Journal, page 198, 
ADDRESS OF REV. SILAS B. SOUTHERLAND, D.D. 


Mr. PRESIDENT AND BRETHREN: I appear in your presence in- 
trusted with an honorable office and charged with an agreeable 
duty. I come as a messenger of the General Conference of the 
Methodist Protestant Church to bear fraternal greetings to the 
General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

As the more comprehensive and significant part of our respect- 
ive denominational titles would seem clearly to indicate, your 
Church and ours have much in common. With all Christian 
people, we have, of course, “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in all.” 
But we have some finer lines of mutual conformity. Spiritually, 
are you Hebrews? So are we. Are you Israelites? So are we. 
Are you of the seed of Abraham? So are we. Descending from 
you, we claim to be Hebrews of the Hebrews. Our stock has 
never been mixed. So, you see, we are very near kindred. By 
mere conventional baptism our individual names are different; 
but that which is not conferred by baptism, the old patronymic, 
is identical. And, after all, much as we may esteem our personal 
designations, the family title, ] should think, would be the dearest 
to us both. ; 

There are others sharing with you “ Episcopal,” and others 
sharing with us “ Protestant: ” but in the case of the multitudi- / 
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nous sons of Wesley, however affixed or suffixed, the one peculiar, 
heaven-blessed, and earth-renowned word Jefthodist.is all their 
own. Its age reflects the glory of more than a century of human 
history, and that century the grandest of all in the cycles of time. 
But it has far more than the dignity of its years. Like our great 
country among the nations, it has caught up with ecclesiasticisms 
that had long-starting advantage, and now is abreast, if not in ad- 
vance, of the most venerable of them. And, if still higher com- 
parison may be indulged, like that new star which rapt Eastern 
sages beheld when the bosom of red light was already afire with 
stellar lights, it has included and exceeded the glow of ancient 
Arcturus and hoary Arion, and every other brilliant constellation * 
in guiding to the cradle and the cross of Christ. 

Methodism! Blow that bugle note, and if any earthly strain 
can make all our bosoms beat as one, and all our hands clasp in 
loving fellowship, and all our feet keep step to the music we know 
so well, itis that. It alone can prove the gathering, rallying cry 
of the many and strangely-severed sons of Wesley. Sound that 
as the slogan, and, unless I am mistaken, no part of the scattered 
household will respond with more willingness, or move with more 
alacrity, than those whom I have the honor in part to represent. . 

Mr. President, nearly fifty years ago your people and ours had 
some words and parted. The words were bitter and sharp, and 
the parting was sad and distressing. In the healing providence 
of God, it may be that by the sweeter ministries of the words we 
are now quadrennially interchanging we may meet again to abide. 
But, while this problem remains unsolved, let us on both sides 
adopt the expedient of an eminent painter, called to paint Alex- 
ander the Great. He was perplexed on account of an immense 
scar on his forehead, which the Macedonian conqueror had re- 
ceived in battle. The artist said, “If I retain the scar, it will be 
an offense to the admirers of the monarch; and if I omit it, it will 
fail to be a perfect likeness. What shall do?” At length a happy 
thought occurred to him. Seizing his brush, he painted the 
emperor as leaning upon his elbow, with his forefinger upon his 
brow, accidentally, as it seemed, covering the scar upon his fore- 
head. Thus let us paint all on your side and all on ours who 
bore away scars from our early, unhappy strife. Theirs was the 
day of agitation, debate, and other and fiercer concomitants of 
ecclesiastical conflicts. 

Thank God, “ours is the day of rusted swords and shields, of 
loosened helmets and of broken spears.” Very many of the par- 
ticipants in the scenes of sadness to which I refer have passed 
from earth. On our side the survivors are few, and let me say 
that, as far as I know them, they have brought down their long 
journey of lapsing years no bitter remembrances. For the most 
part, the present membership of your Church and of ours can 
only have historical knowledge of the causes which produced the 
Separation. I presume that the larger part of this General Con- 
ference is in this category, as I am also. The Methodist Prot- 
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estant Church is my mother, and that, of course, makes the 
Methodist Episcopal Church my venerable grandmother. Coming 
to-day from the former to the latter with salutations of becoming 
respect and affection, I am happy to find the old lady so prosper- 
ous and looking so well, despite her centennial years, the number 
of children she has borne, and the concomitant cares of such a 
large household. She must have an excellent natural constitu- 
tion. And it affords me much pleasure to say that this has been 
inherited by the fair matronly dame whose salutations I bring. 
She is in the possession of very good health, and has native vigor 
enough to go up to her hundredth year, like her mother, without 
a’ wrinkle of brow, or the fading of the rose on her cheek, or any 
portion of decadence of the evergreen stock. 

It may be interesting to the mother to learn something more 
of this daughter who set up housekeeping on her own account 
- nearly fifty years ago. I rejoice that I can bring you the intel- 
ligence that the lessons learned among the “old folks at home,” 
in all that we have considered essential to the grand Meth- 
odist idea of “spreading Scripture holiness over these lands,” has 
never been forgotten. Why, sir, as to the old landmarks, you 
could not tell the difference between our pulpits, presses, schools, 
colleges, love-feasts, class and prayer-meetings, and yours. And 
as to Conferences, now that you have adopted—in some measure 
at least—what you must pardon me for saying is our original and 
ever cherished principle of lay delegation, the resemblance be- 
tween us in this point is becoming more apparent. 

For a long time it was thought by many that the official pres- 
ence of laymen in Conferences would embarrass, if not destroy, 
an effective itinerancy. That this fear was purely imaginary I 
suppose will now be admitted. Certainly thus far lay delega- 
tion has not destroyed your itinerancy, and, if I may be allowed a 
conjecture on the subject, I would express the belief that the 
Bishops have had no more embarrassments from laymen since 
they have been inside the Conferences than when they were on 
the outside. But, by your courteous leave, an older witness may 
be called to the stand. That witness is the Methodist Protestant 
Church. Our long experience is in positive disproof that there 
is-either destruction or embarrassment to the itinerancy in lay 
delegation. From the beginning we have had both an active and 
harmonious co-operation, with laymen in our Annual Conferences 
fully complemental in number to the effective ministry. After 
personal observation of much more than half the life-time of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, I have known but two or three in- 
stances of rejected Conference appointments either on the part 
of people or preachers. So that, practically, under the operation 
of our general system of polity, every charge is assured in the 
matter of pastoral care, and every preacher is equally assured in 
the matter of an appointment. 

Mr. President, we are engaged in the same great gospel work, 
and, in all essential particulars, we are seeking to work in the 
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same way. By the permission, if not by the directive providence, 
of God, we have been working apart these long years. Whether 
we are thus to continue to work remains to be seen. At present 
there appears to be some “darkness upon the face of the deep.” 
But, at the time best suited for recognition, you and we may hear 
the omnific command, “Let there be light.” The signs of the 
times seem to be pointing to the unification of all the Methodisms 
in the land. Many think—I of the number—that such unification 
is a ‘consummation devoutly to be wished.” Your Church and 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, as the larger of the sev- 
eral bodies, I would respectfully suggest, should lead off in the 
union music and march. The smaller Methodist organizations 
are observing you both with much interest. Meantime, the prin- 
cipal non-Episcopal Methodisms, unhappily divided since 1828, 
acting upon their own motion, have already inaugurated measures 
of reunion with hopeful indications of success. 

These fraternal interchanges of the various bodies in represent- 
ative persons and kind courtesies, whether or not they shall prove 
initiative of general organic union, are at least eminently Chris- 
tian, as they are blessed of God. We well and tenderly remember 
the fraternal and loving words spoken to us at our last General 
Conference by your excellent messenger, the late Rev. Dr. Ken- 
ney, and we shall be happy to receive at our next assembling 
another visitor from you of the same sweet spirit. 

Serving the,same Master, preaching the same doctrines, observ- 
ing the same usages, bearing the same family name, witnessing to 
the same experience under the Gospel, and rejoicing in the same 
hope of heaven, let us, in crossing and recrossing each other’s 
paths, be careful to maintain good neighborhvod, and observe all 
the amenities, courtesies, and confidences of Christian life. More: 
_ let us hold ourselves in readiness to promptly and thankfully 
accept whatever more our common Father may send us of the 
union of hands and of hearts, 

‘Are you the man who is to overturn the popedom?” said a 
soldier rather contemptuously to Luther at a halting-place on the 
road to Worms; “ how will you accomplish that?” Luther an- 
swered, “I rely on Almighty God, whose orders I have.” And 
the soldier replied, reverently, “I serve the Emperor Charles; 
your Master is greater than mine.” As Methodists, be ours the 
same answer to the challenge, not only as to the popedom, but to 
all religious and all philosophical error that alienates from God, 
ail “science, falsely so-called,” and all sin. Considering the mag- 
nitude of the task, the instruments employed may seem inade- 
quate; but what if, like Luther, we rely on Almighty God! 

All, all is well, though faith and form 
Be sundered in the night of fear ; 


Well roars the storm to those that hear 
A deeper voice across the storm. 


We know our Master is greater than the master of any who 
contemptuously questions our ability. It requires divine orders 
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for our work, and these orders we believe we have. In this con- 
fidence let us still go forth, and wherever there is popedom, or 
any other antagonistic throne to true religion, “ overturn, over- 
turn, overturn,” until the world, so long downside up, shall, in 
true apostolic fashion, be “ turned upside down, and thus properly 
adjusted, take its place amid the harmonious orbs of the universe, 
the loveliest of them all, because redeemed and glorified by 
Christ. Then the song, 


The Cross has won! 

The Galilean now 

Has conquered in the fight. 

For us he smote the foe, 

For us he led the war, : 
And laid the strong one low. 

His blood hath washed the earth, 
And purged all things below ; 
Earth’s glory now is his: 

Its crown is on his brow. 


And now, brethren, greeting you again in the name of my 
Church, and praying for your continued prosperity, I close by 
expressing constant anticipations of the triumph of Methodism 
every-where, whether in separate divisions, or in one grand ban- 
nered host as sacramental soldiers of salvation. 


i 


35.—sJournal, page 198. 
ADDRESS OF HON. CHARLES W. BUTTON. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, AND VENERABLE BRETHREN: I am admonished 
that.my words should be few, since my esteemed brother and 
colleague, Dr. Southerland, has stated all that it is material for 
you to know as to whence we came and why we are here, repre- 
senting one of the youngest and smallest members of the great 
Methodist family. 

I fully realize the force of that common impulse, stimulated by 
common memories of a glorious past, that brings together on such 
occasions as this the scattered children of.a household in which 
the family likeness may be traced wheresoever the living members 
are found. There is not a Methodist in all this broad land of 
ours whose eyes are not now eagerly turned toward this place, 
and who is not watching the proceedings of this body, assembled 
in a city that has been aptly styled “ the cradle of American Meth- 
odism ;” and I would fain hope that, whatever may have been 
our differences in the past, there are no Methodists who will not 
devoutly pray that you may be guided in all your deliberations 
by Infinite Wisdom, and be animated by that love that conquers 
all prejudice, disarms all resentment, and will finally bring the 
world under the dominion of the Prince of peace. 
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As one of the Committee on Fraternal Visitation at our last 
General Conference, it was my pleasure to confer freely and fully 
with the esteemed and lamented brother whom you deputed to 
present your salutation to your younger and too-long estranged 
sister. You could not have been more fortunate in the selection 
of a messenger; and when the good brother had delivered his 
megsage, so freighted in the love and tenderness that abounded 
in his own heart, and went away from us, he bore with him our 
tenderest sympathy and warmest affections. We were grieved to 
learn soon afterward, not that he had entered into rest, but that 
so much purity and excellence, so much that was Christlike and 
can be illy spared, had ieft the world. It must heighten the bliss 
he now enjoys in the heavenly state to know that one of his last 
enjoyments on earth was to promote fraternity and good-will 
among those who had not always loved each other ‘as they 
should. 

‘Thanks to our heavenly Father, we are becoming more assimi- 
lated than we used to be. We are warming toward each other, 
and are much nearer together than we ever were since our sepa- 
rate existence began. You have conceded in some degree the 
reforms for which our fathers contended in 1828; and to time, 
and the agencies that are now at work, we may safely trust the 
rest. 

But it is not my purpose to show in what we differ now, so 
much as to indicate in how many more material and important 
matters we are agreed. In doctrine and usage we are one, which, 
as our Brother Clark showed yesterday, can scarcely be said of any 
other branches of the Christian Church into which schism*has ever 
entered. We observe the same methods that our fathers did— 
the same they have obtained among “ the people called Method- 
ists’ from the days of John Wesley—-to “spread a knowledge of 
Scripture holiness throughout these lands.” This is the great 
mission of the Methodist Church, with its circulating ministry, to 
encompass the earth, causing even “ the solitary place” to be “glad,” 
and making “ the desert” to ‘‘rejoice and blossom as the rose,” be- 
cause redeemed sinners are thus brought to the knowledge of the 
truth as it isin Jesus. We cherish the itinerant system as warm- 
ly as you do, and have no desire or purpose to abolish it now, or 
at any future time. Seeing, therefore, that in essentials we agree, 
why should we not cultivate the most cordial relations with each 
other, and break down forever the middle wall of partition that 
much too long has keep us apart. 

I remember that in one of the last interviews I ever had with 
my late venerable friend and neighbor, John Early, Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, the good old man, then hard 
on to ninety years of age, spoke of what appeared to him to be 
the general tendency of the different branches of the Christian 
Church, and especially of those that had been sundered, to get 
nearer together. He was an earnest man, of positive qualities 
and great force of character, who could be neutral in nothing. 


1876.] Address of Hon. Charles W. Button. 509 


He had borne his share in the conflict of 1828, and in the most 
serious and ever-to-be-lamented division of 1844; but long before 
the time of which I speak his heart had been mellowed, the stern- 
ness of his nature had been subdued, and he mingled freely with 
our people and preached in our churches—things that it would 
hardly have been lawful for him to do in the earlier history of our 
ecclesiasticism. And so, while the grand old patriarch was 
waiting in daily anticipation of the summons to come “up higher,” 
his heart went out in fervent aspiration for the unity of all God’s 
people. Let this, brethren, be our prayer in life and in death. 

It was my happiness a twelvemonth ago to meet, away out in the 
center of the Prairie State, your senior Bishop, who, like myself, 
was on a fraternal mission to a younger branch of our family than 
even the Methodist Protestant Church. I know how kindly he 
was greeted, and how warmly his visit and his message were re- 
ceived by those non-episcopal Methodists. Those who have more 
right to speak for them than I have gave you such assurance yes- 
terday, and told you also that there is a good and growing pros- 
pect of a reunion of that body with ours, from which it separated 
upon the same issue, now obsolete, that rent you in twain in 1844. 
Both they and we have pretty much come to the very rational, 
not to say pious, conclusion, that a statute of limitation should ap- 
ply, and thus the effect ought not to continue so long after the 
cause itself has ceased. May I not indulge the hope that our 
reunion, if in the providence of God it shall be secured, may 
prove to be the augury of your reunion, North and South; and 
that henceforth ali friction, strife, uncharitableness, and sectional 
asperities, will cease among American Methodists forever. Pardon 
me if I have ventured too far in thus alluding to the concerns of 
others, and impute it, if you choose, to the natural impulsiveness 
of a southern man; but, believing that the impulse is right, I 
have thought that I might safely give vent to it even in this pres- 
ence. This much accomplished, a great advance would doubtless 

be made in the direction of Methodist unification; and, however 
improbable such an event may seem to some, the result may be 
safely left to Him who hath said that “A nation shall be born in 
a day.” At all events there is nothing, and should be nothing, to 
prevent close fraternal relations from existing between all the 
branches of our common Methodism now and forever. ‘‘ Be- 
hold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” 

And now, venerable brethren, I leave you, but shall bear with 
me to my brethren at home the inspiration of this hour, and the 
most pleasing recollection of my brief association with you. May 
the God of our fathers, who has so signally blessed and prospered 
you, make you even a greater power for good in this land than 
you have been in all the years that have passed ! 
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EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION. 
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ADDRESS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVAN- 
GELICAL ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA. 


Honorep BisHops, FATHERS, AND BRETHREN: Greeting, in 
the name and faith of Jesus: My constant attendance this spring 
at the sessions of the Annual Conferences in the interest of the 
Publishing House would not permit me to take the time necessary 
to visit you personally, to bring to you the message of good-will 
committed to me by my brethren, and to reciprocate the kind 
feelings- expressed to us by your delegates to our quadrennial 
body. I had, however, hoped that my colleague, Rev. M. J. Caro- 
thers, would be present with you. I regret to state that a few days 
ago he informed me that he could not attend. This will explain 
the lateness of the hour of the presentation of this letter. 

The General Conference of the Evangelical Association, at its 
last session held in Philadelphia, October, 1875, had the honor to 
welcome Brother Rothweiler as bearer of your fraternal greetings. 
His address, as well as that of your highly esteemed Bishop Simp- 
son, who, on his way home from a visit to Germany, likewise hon- 
ored us with his presence, left a very happy impression. 

The hand which our sister Church so kindly extends to us we 
grasp in warm friendship, and to the greeting which she sends us 
we heartily and fully respond. 

We live in a favored time, a time in which the Spirit of God is 
poured out in very rich measure upon the Church. The fruits of 
the outpouring of this Spirit are every-where apparent. 

There is a great longing after heart purity. Perhaps never was 
there a time when the search after holiness of heart and life was 
so general in all denominations and among all classes of society. 
Methodism has largely contributed to this awakening. 

So, likewise, a living faith has been developed. The number of 
those is daily increasing who live a life of faith on the Son of God, 
a deep inner trust life, and who bring forth not only the ordinary, 
but also extraordinary, fruits of faith. And Christians are drawn 
closer to each other by reason of this baptism of the Spirit. As 
a natural result, nearness to God brings nearness to each other. 
The prayer of the Saviour, “that they may be one, even as we 
are one,” is constantly approaching complete and perfect fulfill- 
ment. In this unity of Christians lies ‘untold blessings to the 
world and the Church. Through it we shall become strong, and 
subdue the world for Christ; its accomplishment will make the 
devil fear and hell quake. 

As Napoleon for many years weakened Germany by causing 
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dissensions and divisions, so Satan weakens Christianity by scat- 
tering the seeds of envy, jealousy, and opposition. 

But God be thanked that the day of Christian unity draws 
nearer in view, and comes on apace with quick steps! ‘‘ How 
good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

With what special emphasis do these thoughts appeal to us as 
branches of the common brotherhood of Methodism. We are 
really one; not a wall, only a little picket fence. divides us, and 
that is continually being overgrown and buried out of sight. 

While I have no authority to speak with reference to organic 
union, yet I cannot refrain from expressing the opinion that such 
a union could be fruitful only of good if entered into heartily and 
fully. This is especially true of the German work. United, our 
power and influence in America would at once be quadrupled. 
We®could meet our common foe of unbelief with better success. 
We could strike stronger blows upon Rome and her hosts. The 
dead formalism of many of the German Churches of America 
would feel the vitality.of our strong life. In our schools, in our 
Church institutions, in our Sunday-schools, we would realize 
greater success. Especially in our publishing interests would 
we be advanced. For although God has signally blessed each 
of us in this respect, yet it is certain that, united, our press would 
still be mightier for good and for God. 

What I have said of America is still more true of Germany— 
Germany, the fatherland for which we have so great sympathy and 
love, where the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Evangelical 
Association each has a promising work. How much mightier 
would the little company be fighting under one banner. 

This, however, we leave to the all-directing love of God, a love 
that melts all. It will accomplish its end. One thing we can do: 
we can unite our power, our sympathies, and our work, as far as 
circumstances will permit. We can dwell together in love; we 
can reach each other the helping hand; we can mutually assist 
each other in prayer and labor. ; 

We must thank the Methodist Episcopal Church for much. 
Although we did not go out from her, yet from the very begin- 
ning we have leaned upon her arm. In literature, in Church 
discipline, in the cause of education, in our publishing interests, 
we have often felt privileged to tread in the way she has pre- 
pared. We have often drank from the fountain which she has 
opened; we do not deny, we acknowledge all this. We are thank- 
ful for it. Our heart beats warm toward her. Her work is our 
work, her victory is our victory. We rejoice in her prosperity, 
we rejoice that she holds fast to the old landmarks. We wish her 
God's blessing. 

It shall afford us great pleasure to receive from your honorable 
body a delegation to our next General Conference, to be held in 
Chicago, October, 1879. 

In the bonds of Christ, fraternally yours, 

W. F. SCHNEIDER. 
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REPLY TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE EVAN- 
GELICAL ASSOCIATION IN AMERICA. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We greatly regret neither of 
the brethren appointed by you to visit us is able to be present 
with us at our session, but the letter of Brother W. F. Schneider, 
one of your delegates, expressing the good-will and fraternal feel- 
ings of your body, was most welcome, and found in our hearts a 
most hearty response. : \ 

We have appointed a beloved brother to bear to you our Chris- 
tian and fraternal greetings at the next session of your hpdy, 
whom we commend to your confidence and regard. 

Our heavenly Father is giving us many tokens of his approval 
of our purpose and efforts to walk in the fellowship of love with 
all Christians, and, in particular, to come into a closer union with 
those who are of the same faith with ourselves, whose polity 1s 
like our own, and whose distinctions from us are chiefly in name. 
In this day of mighty outpourings of the Spirit, when the hosts of 
the Lord are recognizing more and more their common brother- 
hood in Christ, and are rallying for the spreading of his kingdom, 
we have no time for strife or jealousy. With all who hold the 
essential truths of the Gospel, though differing from us in ecclesi- 
astical usage or on points of doctrine that we deem important, we 
desire to walk in the unity of the Spirit; but we frankly declare 
that with all branches of the brotherhood of Methodism we de- 
sire the closest union that can be established. We are all learn- 
ing that in our divisions we are sacrificing moral and spiritual 
power, and giving occasion to the enemies of our Lord and his 
Gospel to speak evil of both him and his Church, as well as em- 
ploying strength for petty denominational ends which might be 
made more mighty were we more truly one. 

You and we, beloved brethren, are of one mind in this. Let 
us, then, for the greater honor of our common Lord and the more 
glorious victories of his cross, seek to know his will and follow the 
guidance of his hand. 

We rejoice in the great things which God is doing in you and 
through you, and invoke upon you the fullness of the love of 
Christ and the power of the Holy Ghost, that in all your work of 
faith and labor of love your largest desires may be realized. 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 
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LETTER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE CONGRE- 
GATIONAL CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, NOW ASSEMBLED AT BALTIMORE. 


REVEREND AND BELOVED: By the National Council of Congre- 
gational Churches in the United States, which was assembled at 
New Haven in September, 1874, I was appointed, with others, to 
represent in your present meeting the fellowship which those 
Churches desire to maintain with the great confederacy of Chris- 
tian congregations under your pastoral care and government. 
From the date of the appointment till now, I have been hoping to 
be present in your assembly. But now, at last, the urgency of 
other public duties—unexpected, yet imperative—forbids my per- 
sonal attendance, and it is too late for me to devolve this duty on 
any substitute. Inasmuch, then, as I cannot “come to you and 
speak face to face that our joy may be full,” permit me, brethren, 
to use the unsatisfactory medium of “ paper and ink” for the ex- 
pression of our fraternal greeting: “Grace be with you, mercy, 
and peace, from God the Father and-from the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Father, in truth and love.” In behalf of the Con- 
gregational Churches, I salute you with the same formula of Chris- 
tian affection with which the beloved disciple, in his venerable 
age, saluted a certain “elect lady and her children.” Touching 
the theological dogma of election, there has been many a dispute 
between Edwardean Congregationalists and Wesleyan Methodists ; 
but the bitterness of such disputes is past, and perhaps I may, 
““unblamed,” and with no irreverent violence, use the words of 
the apostle as an allegory. There have been worse interpreta- 
tions of Scripture than to say that the “elect lady” is the Gen- 
eral Conference, “and her children” are the Churches which the 
Conference governs. Thus, being myself an “ elder” of more than 
fifty years in the ministry of the Gospel, I venture to inscribe this 
epistle to the “elect lady and her children, whom I love in the 
truth, (and not I only, but also all they who have known the 
truth,) for tie truth’s sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be 
with us forever.” 

A hundred years ago the Congregational Churches of New En- 
gland could hardly believe that John Wesley had been called, in 
the providence and by the Spirit of God, to do a great work for 
the advancement of the Gospel. They had known Arminianism 
as a scheme of doctrine held by rationalizing divines who had 
little sympathy with the old Puritanism, and less with the new 
awakening. Dr. John Taylor, of Norwich, in old England, and 
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the adversaries of Edwards and Whitefield in New England, were 
Arminians; and was not Wesley also an Arminian? Had not 
Whitefield remonstrated with him? Had not Toplady written 
vehemently against him? They knew not how to believe that 
Arminian preaching could work in the hearers of it a sound con- 
version, or that any excitement consequent upon such preaching 
could be a revival of true religion. But we have learned some- 
thing since then. We still call ourselves Calvinists of the New En- 
gland school. We are jealous, as of old, for certain doctrinal! state- 
ments which Methodism repudiates. But, taking a broader view 
than was possible to our fathers a hundred years ago, we see some 
things which they saw not. Methodist preachers stand sometimes 
in our pulpits, and we seem to hear them preaching, in fact if not 
in form, our doctrine and our fathers’ doctrine of God’s sover- 
eignty in saving men. If in their statement of it they seem to 
come short of the Apostle Paul’s unguarded zeal, we make 
allowance for their prejudices as they do for ours. We find that 
Methodists honor Christ more than Wesley, even as we honor 
Christ more than Calvin or Edwards. The work which Wesley 
began, and which his successors have carried on—the awakening 
which has expanded into a world-wide propagandism—commands 
our Christian sympathy, and we give glory to God. Evangelical 
Congregationalism can now say to the “ elect lady,” “I rejoiced 
greatly that I found of thy children working in truth, as we have 
received commandment from the Father.” We have learned, and 
so have you, that true Christianity is that which ail true Chris- 
tians, differ as they may in the formulation of Christian doctrine, 
hold in common—the basis of their trust in God and of their 
hope in Christ, the inspiration of their prayers and of their 
hymns—the word of God by which they are born again; the 
victory that overcometh the world; the promises by which they 
Lecome partakers of a divine nature, and by which they triumph 

over death. Thus you and we, “endeavoring to keep the unity 
of the Spirit in the bond of peace,” may testify with all the saints, 
“There is one body and one Spirit, even as we are called in one 
hope of our calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of us all, who is above all, and through all, and in us 
all.” Therefore we send you our fraternal greeting; and, as if we 
were present in your assembly, we would say, “ Peace be to this 
house!” 

But something more than mere greeting, however cordial, is 
indulged in the message which it is my privilege to communicate. 
The Churches represented in the National Council, and the 
Churches of your connection, are, or certainly ought to be, co- 
operative for the advancement of Christ’s kingdom in our common 
country and in all the world. Their co-operation ought to 
be not incidental merely and fortuitous, but intelligent and wise. 
Competition among various Christian bodies, each striving to pos- 
sess the whole land and to dispossess the others, is not what Christ 
would have. What he requires, especially of those who are leaders 
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in his great host, is, that they waste no strength in selfish or sec- 
tarian competition, but work together as brethren in a common 
cause, and move together against the common foe. Your 
Churches and ours, your ministers and ours, ought to know each 
other better, that they may work together more effectively. 

Let me say, then, that the Churches in whose behalf I write 
were three thousand four hundred and thirty-eight in number at 
the beginning of the current year, with more than three hundred 
and thirty-eight thousand members in full connection, of whom 
more than seventeen thousand were added on the profession of 
their personal faith in Christ within the preceding twelvemonth; 
and that our ministers, including a few who have been regularly 
introduced to the work of preaching, but have not yet beén or- 
dained, are three thousand five hundred and fifty-eight, of whom 
two thousand three hundred and seven are performing the work 
of pastors in the care of Churches, while many others are actively 
employed in various evangelical labors. : 

We are well aware that these numbers are far behind your 
wonderful statistics; but you will rejoice with us that, in propor- | 
tion to our numbers, if not in proportion to our responsibility, we 
are working with you for Christ. We have no such “ connec- 
tional ” organization as yours, for our polity in all its history is 
averse from the accumulation of ecclesiastical power. Our sys- 
tem makes it the duty of the Churches to teach and train their 
members by the ministry of the word, and by mutual example as 
well as by mutual exhortation, so that if possible every individual 
brother and sister shall be alive with the Spirit of Christ; and 
then it throws upon individuals the responsibility of acting freely, 
each in his own sphere, each with his own powers and means, and 
each according to his own judgment, as it may be enlightened by 
the word of God and guided by the Holy Spirit. Our system is. 
the extreme of voluntaryism, as yours is the perfection of “con- 
nectional” organization. While you can mass your forces and 
move ‘as an army with banners,” we can only consult and “* pro- 
voke each other to love and good works,” still holding fast that 
seemingly divisive, but really uniting principle, that “where the 
Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty,” and that in the Church, as 
in the Republic, liberty is power. Working thus as individuals, in 
the method of voluntary association, we have our various enter- 
prises for doing good in the name of Christ. The offerings made 
in connection with our Churches during the last year, exclusive 
of what was done in each Church for its own support, were hardly 
less than one million two hundred and fifty thousand dollars. 

-There is no State or Territory of the Union, save Alaska, which 
our home missionaries have not invaded. Our foreign mission- 
aries—a hundred and twenty-six ordained ministers, besides many 
helpers—are on every continent save Australia, and on the islands 
of the Pacific. 

We make these statements not in pride, but in humility; for we 
remember that it was a Congregational Church which planted 
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itself on the Burial Hill at Plymouth, more than two hundred and 
fifty years ago. When reporting ourselves to the “elect lady 
and her children,” we are not tempted to boast of our numbers or 
our strength; and it is easy for us to say, “God. forbid that we 
should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Our 
Churches, whether the past be honorable to them. as some think, 
or discreditable, have always been conspicuously “ yndenomina- 
tional” Churches of Christ, and nothing more. Maintaining their 
own liberty, they have been more easily moved to enterprises in 
the interest of “the common salvation” than to any enterprises 
in behalf of their own distinctive polity. Therefore we can look 
on the massive strength of your walls and count your towers with- 
out envy, and can comfort ourselves with the thought that it is 
not our business to demolish them or to dig a trench about them. 
Our part in the work of filling this land with light and liberty 
may be done without making war upon you or upon any who 
preach Christ, the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Yet, in another view, we are well content with the development 
and spread of that Church polity which was brought hither by the 
Pilgrims of the “ Mayflower.” The Churches represented in our 
National Council are not the only Congregational Churches in 
the United States. We hold that the promise is to us and to our 
children; but the Baptist Churches are even more rigorously 
Congregational than ours. How numerous they are you know 
as well as we, for no Methodist itinerant can fail to become 
acquainted with Congregationalists of that sort, unless his circuit 
be in dry places. Nor is this all. Congregationalists, with their 
inherited or acquired ideas of what a Church 4s, and of how it 
should be free, are loyal members of Churches not Congregational. 
We know not how many there are of them. We do not care to 
count them. We are far from boasting of them, and equally far 
’ from condemning them. It is enough for us that the idea for 
which the Pilgrims were exiled is not our exclusive possession, but 
is, in one degree or another, the common heritage of all evangel- 
ical Churches from the Rock of Plymouth to the Golden Gate. 

It remains for me only to express our hope that at the National 
Council which is expected to meet in the autumn of 1877, at-a 
place and time to be hereafter announced, the General Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church will be represented. 

Pardon the length of this communication. As I began with 
the apostle’s salutation to “ the elect lady and her children,” so 
let me close with the repetition of his loving words: “I beseech 
thee, lady, not as though I write a new commandment unto thee, 
but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one. 
another. And this is love, that we walk after his commandments.” 

I am, with much respect and Christian affection, your brother 
and servant in Christ, LEONARD Bacon, 

NEw HAVEN, Conn., JZay, 1876. 
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ADDRESS OF REV. J. E. RANKIN, D.D. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: I have looked forward to this 
moment with a degree of timidity. I did not know that I was a 
Methodist until I came to this meeting. There is one historical 
recollection very pleasant to me this morning; that is, one of the 
first Methodist preachers in this country, one of the six sent here 
from the old country, bore the name of Rankin, and came from 
the land of my fathers, and if it was an original sin in him to 
preach Methodism in this country, I do not propose to repent of 
it. I do not stand here this morning because we have not vener- 
able and wise men-to represent the National Council of the Con- 
gregational Churches. I received notice on Friday morning of 
the appointment. From some oversight, of course not intention- 
al, none had been made up to that time, and I suppose, because 
of my nearness to your meeting, I was looked to much as you 
look to the nearest physician in case of sudden sickness, althougn 
I think this is about the healthiest body of men I have ever met. 
This I attribute, in part, to the fact that you have introduced so 
much of the lay element into it, imitating your Congregationalist 
brethren in this matter. I say it is not because there are not 
older and wiser men who could represent our Council that I ap- 
pear before you this morning; but I remember that there are 
Bible precedents for sending striplings—that David took some 
parched corn and went down to his brethren to look after their 
welfare. And I bring you some of the parched corn of the Pil- 
grims this morning. I congratulate you upon your large success 
in this country. ; 

I think that it does us all good to look not only upon our own 
things, but upon the things of other men; and in the little time 
left me since I received notice of my appointment as the fraternal 
delegate of our body to yours, I have been reading up on Meth- 
odism, and have come to the conclusion that one of the grandest 
Congregationalists the world ever saw was John Wesley, for he 
ordained men as we ordain them. He was a bishop as we, not as 
the Episcopalians, understand it, and ordained bishops; and be- 
cause the stream never can rise higher than the fountain, I think 
you are Congregational bishops. ; 

I have been much interested in reading your Twenty-five Arti- 
cles. From them I learn that your definition of a Church is sub- 
stantially the same as ours. And I have been especially inter- 
ested in the open statements contained in these Articles touching 
the Roman Catholic Church: Now, if there is any danger from 
a consolidated ecclesiasticism, it is pleasant to me to feel there is 
also something that is consolidated—that is Jarge, and united, and 
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mighty—to meet that ecclesiasticism; and if there are clouds in 
our future, things with regard to which we sometimes have trem- 
bling thoughts, it is a satisfaction to me, and I have no doubt it 
is to other Christian denominations, to know that the same spirit 
of devotion, of simplicity of worship, as taught by the Lord Jesus 
Christ and the Apostles, and simplicity of faith, belongs to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States; and I am very 
sure that wherever you carry the standard of the cross we shall 
rejoice to see it, even though the symbols of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church appear below the standard. 

Our body, the Congregationalist Church, was the largest eccle- 
siasticism in this country in its infancy. To-day you are seven 
times larger than we are. I suppose it is partly because we have 
given you so many Bishops. I have just been having the confes- 
sional here. Bishop Haven tells me that his father was the su- 
perintendent of a Congregational Sunday-school, and your vener- 
able Bishop Ames has informed me that his grandfather was a 
Congregational clergyman in New England. So I say if we are 
small in numbers it is partly because we have contributed so 
much of the best of our substance for your good. ‘That is one of 
our weaknesses; we are always ready to give away our best 
things. 

I want to remind you, in this connection, that, in 1770, when 
John Wesley sent missionaries to this country, Jonathan Edwards, 
the Congregational pastor in Northampton, Massachusetts—that 
great metaphysician of America—had spent twenty-four years as 
pastor there. He had been driven out by his unregenerate Church 
members, he had gone and preached the Gospel to the Indians in 
Stockbridge, and had been for twelve years sweetly sleeping in 
the dust at Princeton. We had this advantage of you in time; 
but you have taken our crown, and I believe you are worthy to 
wear it. 

I thank the Methodist Church for preaching Arminianism 
though I am a Calvinist—that is, with regard to the past; with 
regard to the future Iam an Arminian. And you will find both 
these elements in all our Congregational Churches—strong Cal- 
vinists and strong Arminians, and some who hold both, as I do. 

I thank the Methodist Church for their devotion to revivals. 
I think it has been to our injury that we have held our religion so 
much in the head that we have not made it more emotional, 
have not made our faith perfect by our works. You will bear in 
mind that Iam talking to Methodists, telling you what I believe 
to be true, although I am a very strong Congregationalist. When 
I took the cars to-day, one of my brethren, knowing that I am 
rather belligerent, said to me, “Don’t you say any thing unkind 
to those Methodists.” So I want you to understand I do not tell 
you all I believe, but what I think it is proper for me to say in 
extending you Christian salutations this morning. 

My good brother, Dr. Newman, has been in Washington from 
the time I went there, except while taking a little vacation, as 
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you know. I refer to this to illustrate how we are learning of 
each other. You have a lay element in this body. Well, we itin- 
erate considerably; our pastorates average now only about seven 
to ten years, and I see how it is easy in the Methodist Church to 
have pastorates almost as long, as is illustrated by Dr. Newman’s 
pastorate in Washington; and we are very happy that you have 
made his pastorate so long among us. 

I meet you here this morning to give you back that right hand 
of fellowship which our brother, Dr, Tiffany, so gracefully ex- 
tended to us in New Haven two years ago. We don't legislate 
as you—we advise, we counsel our Churches. Our legislation is 
all done in individual Churches, and yet I suppose that your leg- 
islation, like our counsel, is worth just so much as it has wisdom; 
that your Church, like ours, would reject any thing that seems to 
them like dictation or tyranny in this free country. And though 
Wesley said, “We are not Republicans, and never mean to be 
even in this country,” yet it is impossible for any Church not to 
be Republican here. May your future be as glorious as your 
past! may God keep you humble in all your victories! and may 
you go all over the continent to win souls to the standard of our 


Lord! 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


40,—Journal, page 239. 
ADDRESS OF THE REV. FRANCIS L. PATTON, D.D. 


Mr. PRESIDENT, FATHERS, AND BRETHREN: I have the honor to 
present to you to-day the fraternal salutations of my Church; and 
though I have not been instructed in any formal terms as to what 
I shall say here, yet I know that my Church would fail to approve of 
my diligence in the discharge of the duty intrusted to me if I did 
not say that the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America rejoices in the growth and prosperity of the great denom- 
ination which you represent. The victories you have won are 
our victories, since we both fight under the banner of the same 
Captain of Salvation; the sheaves you bind swell high the song 
of our thanksgiving, because they go into the same garner with 
those which we are binding, on the broad field of human life. 
Nor shall I exceed my commission, I trust, if, with your kind in- 
dulgence, I call attention to some points of interest in a compara- 
tive study of these two great Christian Churches. 
Church work with us, as to its aim, falls into two categories, ac- 
cording as we consider its quantitative and qualitative growth, 
Our object is to make Christians of those who are not Christians, 
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and better Christians of those who are Christians; our work having 
reference to conversion on the one hand and to edification on the 
other. Our Christian work falls into two categories as to its agen- 
cies, according as we consider the individual working of the sep- 
arate congregation or the work of the Church at large. There is 
a work for each congregation, and a surplusage of energy in each, 
which goes to swell the general fund, out of which we contribute 
to supply the wants of the world. Hence, we have our Home 
Board and our Foreign Board; our agency for the education of 
the young ministers and our agency for making provision for the 
aged and infirm ministers; our Board of Publication, likewise, for 
the circulation of denominational religious literature. With dif-. 
ferences of detail, I think, sir, that you will say there is a general 
correspondence between the work we are trying to do and that 
which your Church is doing. 

It is a matter of profound thanksgiving to us, that while our 
attention since the reunion has been largely called to questions 
of organization, we have not allowed the missionary operations of 
the Church to suffer loss) We have succeeded in making the 
necessary changes in our machinery in view of the larger business 
that we were going to do without stopping the work. Our boards 
have the sympathy and generous confidence of our Churches; 
and if I should single out any one as worthy of special men- 
tion here, it would be the Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions, 
which, though perhaps the youngest of our denominational 
agencies, is conducted with a zeal, with an ability, and with 
financial results, which give just cause for denominational pride 
and felicitation. 

I referred to the fact of a reunion. Time enough has elapsed, 
and pressure enough has been brought to bear upon it, to prove 
that that reunion was a grand success; a reunion not originating 
in a foolish ambition for figures, but a reunion growing out of 
unity with respect to faith and order. And sure I am that our 
Church would visit with prompt rebuke the man who should un- 
dertake to make a controversial issue of the things which formerly 
divided us. 

_ And while I speak upon the subject of reunion, I am reminded 
of what must have been a very impressive scene in this Confer- 
ence when the eloquent brother from the South came forward 
as the official bearer of fraternal salutations from brethren long 
estranged. I congratulate you upon this happy consummation. 
My only regret is, that your Church in this respect is far in advance 
of ours. The Presbyterian Church, North and South, seems like 
a sea, whose waters roll apart because some ledge of rock lifts its 
persistent head above the waves. We have been trying to re- 
move the obstruction, to blast the rock. Committees have sat, 
and editors have written, and private correspondence has been 
undertaken, with results which fall short o¢ complete success. 
But what is not done by one agency, I am sure will be done by 
another; for there is a tide of Christian brotherhood rising fast, 
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both North and South, which when it shall have reached its full, 
will bury deep and out of sight the rocks of bitter memory. 
The tides of human feeling, like those of the ocean, come not 
at human bidding, but are under divine control. And we are 
thankful for the fact that this tide, which is setting fast, though 
it rises too slowly for those who are impatient of delay, rises at the 
same time too surely to make it safe for those who stand in the 
way of its advance. 

But let me pass, sir, to a consideration of some points more 
directly bearing upon a comparative study of the two Churches 
now exchanging Christian salutations. We are more at one, sir, 
both in polity and in faith, than we sometimes have credit of being. 
When I sat here on last Saturday, and listened to the eloquent 
speeches made respectively by Judge Reynolds, from Brooklyn, 
and Judge White, from Pittsburgh, I could imagine that I was 
attending the sessions of one of our General Assemblies, the 
speeches sounded so much like similar speeches made by ruling 
elders in our own body. And while I do not suppose you would ac- 
cept our idea of the ruling elder, it is still true that your Church 
and ours agree in this, that the Church does not mean the minis- 
try, but that in all questions pertaining to 1ts government the peo- 
ple have a substantial voice in the matter. And when I sat upon 
the platform, in the presence of men whose names are household 
words, (the Bishops of your Church,) I was glad to think that 
your Church, like ours, while unwilling to relegate to sacerdotal- 
ism exclusively the use of a good New Testament word, it does 
not use the word in its prelatic sense. Nay, I am furnished with 
an exegesis of the word eféscopos in the eloquent peroration of that 
address presented during the early sessions of your Conference, 
signed by the twelve who, “in journeyings oft, and in labors more 
abundant,” are successors of the apostles in the only true script- 
ural sense of the word. And when I listened to a discussion which 
pertained to a local question in your body, I was reminded of the 
fact that the Methodist Episcopal Church was an organization, 
and that it stands the test of a healthy organism, to wit: that 
whatever affects a part affects the whole, and when one member 
suffers the whole body suffers with it. 

Now, sir, when we reduce Presbyterianism to its lowest term, we 
are accustomed to say that there are three cardinal principles 
which underlie it, to wit: the doctrine that the people have a 
substantial part in the government of the Church, that the smaller 
portion of it is subject to the larger, and that there is but one 
ordér in the ministry. Parity of the ministry, popular government, 
and ecclesiastical unity—these are features which distinguish the 
Presbyterian Church. 

And now, if the love of my Church should get the better of me 
in the flush of momentary feeling, and I should say, that in virtue 
of your substantial agreement with us in these great principles 
you are practically a Presbyterian Church, I am sure I can antici- 
pate your forgiveness, and that you will understand that I make 
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the statement without at all implying that either Church is indif- 
ferent to those differentiating features in our polity. 

But we are not only one in polity, we are more significantly one 
in doctrine. And even though the differences which do exist 
were greater than they are, it were a matter sufficient to constitute 
the reason for fraternal salutation, in that we each can say we 
have a creed. I honor the Methodist Church because it has a 
creed. I honor it, sir—and will use a word which, in these days 
of broad Churchism, is apt to awaken hostility—because it has a 
theology; because it requires of its ministers that they shall be 
faithful in teaching that theology. I honor it for what some peo- 
ple call its bigotry, but what I call its fidelity in teaching to its 
children the distinctive polity and creed of the Church; and [I 
honor.it because it is not ashamed in these days to say its the- 
ology is Arminian, as we are not ashamed to say our theology is 
Calvinistic. I tell you, brethren, the day will be observed per- 
petually as a legal holiday throughout the length and breadth 
of the devil’s dominion, which shall commemorate the time when 
Christians shall be so far recreant to truth, so indifferent to it, or 
so ignorant of it, that they shall be willing to part with all their 
denominational distinction, and make way for a broad Churchism 
which will let in every thing from Arianism to Calvinism. 

I am not indifferent to the distinctive features of our system, 
but I do say that we live in times when we can afford to em- 
phasize the points wherein we agree. In these days, when the 
question is not so much whether God hears prayer, as whether 
there is a God; in these days, when it is not so much a question 
as to how the soul is saved, as whether there is a soul, we can 
afford to stand together and press the evidences of spiritual ex- 
istence and supernatural belief. In these days, when philosophy 
is parading the gospel of nescience, we can afford to stand to- 
gether and take stock of our articles of faith and say, “‘ This is 
what we know.” When the claims of papal infallibility are pressed 
on the one hand, and the claims of private infallibility (which 
are more detestable) are advocated on the other, we can afford to 
stand together in maintaining the infallibility of the Bible, taking 
for our motto, “ Let God be true, though every man be a liar!” 
Against Pelagianism we preach the doctrine of man’s depravity, 
though it. wounds pride; against Socinianism, we preach that 
Jesus Christ died as the propitiation for the sins of the world, and 
that his death was not the result of unavoidable circumstances, a 
manifestation of martyrdom or heroism, but a real sacrificial death. 
We worship one God in trinity, and trinity in unity. We say that 
neither in Methodist pulpit nor in Presbyterian pulpit shall a man 
minister who dare speak in doubtful phrase respecting the supreme 
deity of Jesus Christ. And even when we come to the points, sir, 
which do differentiate the two Churches, it will do us no harm to 
understand each other. I sometimes hear it said that Arminians 
are always Calvinists when they pray, and Calvinists are always 
Arminians when they preach. Well, sir, as a pleasant intérchange 
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of compliments, that is all right enough; and there is this much 
truth at its foundation, to wit: that the real issue between us does 
not often come to the surface, and is but seldom sharply defined. 
And yet, sir, I would be the last, as you would be the last, by 
silence to sanction the idea that these two great branches of Prot- 
estantism stand apart and maintain separate organizations simply 
for the purpose of perpetuating a theological logomachy, and that 
which lifts our denominationalism into importance, and the dis- 
tinctions which characterize us into a field of grandeur, is the 
very fact of the doctrines which serve to distinguish us. So true 
is this, that a distinguished Calvinist has said that the differences 
are differences which, when they are expressed, are expressed in 
the terms of contradictory proposition; and he has shown that to 
my satisfaction. So that the realm of thought falls into two great 
hemispheres, and Calvinists and Arminians divide between them 
the whole bulk of thinking Christian men. And with so much 
territory at our disposal—a hemisphere for each—I think we 
ought to be satisfied, if we do not push our conquest. We each 
have enough to gratify any but an inordinate ambition. 

One of your Bishops remarked to me, kindly greeting me on 
Saturday, that this interchange of salutation was something differ- 
ent from what it used to be, Now, let me ask the reason for the 
change. The change is found, not inthe fact that either Church 
has lost regard for its distinctive doctrines; it is not due to a 
change of faith, and mutual approach with respect of doctrines 
which differentiate us. Arminianism is the Arminianism of Wes- 
ley; Calvinism is the Calvinism of the Westminster Confes- 
sion. So they are, and so they will continue to remain. But the 
change is due to the growing spirit of catholicity in Christen- 
dom—a spirit which recognizes the great doctrines wherein we are 
agreed as a sufficient basis for inter-denominational comity, while 
at the same time it permits us to regard the differentiating doc- 
trines as proper boundary lines for denominational polity and work. 
And without indulging in any Utopian dreams with respect to 
a visible corporate unity of God’s people, I do hope and pray 
that this spirit of Christian sympathy and affection may gather 
strength as the years go on. 

Meanwhile, you and I, one by one, shall go up to take our seats 
in “the general assembly and Church of the first-born, whose 
names are written in heaven,” there to know in its fullness what 
we now know only in part. 

Brethren, I thank you for the kindness with which you have re- 
ceived me, and the indulgence with which you have listened to 
my remarks. 
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REFORMED PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


4.1 —Journal, page 274. 
ADDRESS OF BISHOP CUMMINS, D.D. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: I count myself very. happy to 
appear before this venerable council this morning to bear to you 
the greetings and the salutations of the youngest and the smallest 
sisterhood of Protestant Churches—the youngest and the smallest, 
but the representative of great principles, old as the word of 
God, precious as the truth is in Jesus, and lasting as eternity. 
I come to you this morning as the representative of the youngest 
and the smallest Episcopal family in Christendom, to greet the 
largest Episcopal family: your youngest sister, small, indeed, 
but bearing, I claim, a family likeness to her big sister whom I 
address this morning, 

I think you will permit me for a moment to turn this meeting 
into what I believe Methodists have no objection to, a love-feast. 
I would like to give in a little of my experience, and to acknowl- 
edge on this occasion (one of the most memorable in my life- 
time, and perhaps I shall never have another opportunity) my 
personal obligations to Methodism for what I am to-day, and for 
what by God’s grace I have been permitted to do. And “let my 
right hand forget her cunning, and let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, if I forget thee, O Jerusalem ’—the guardian 
and the guide of my early youth, the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. President, shortly after the close of the Revolutionary war 
that great and saintly man, Bishop Asbury, found his way, in his 
apostolic journeying—and he was an apostle in the true sense 
of the word, a true successor to the apostles—to the county of 
Kent, on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and a home in a family 
of the Church of England of the straitest sort, but who opened 
their parlors for Asbury to preach in, and when these would not 
accommodate all the people, the spacious barns were thrown 
open. Through his preaching that whole family was converted. 
There was one son in the family, a boy, away at school when 
these meetings were started. He returned home to spend his va- 
cation, and was happily and soundly converted, and became one 
of the earliest traveling preachers of the Methodist Church in 
this land. That young man became my mother’s father, and to- 
day, by inheritance, I have a part and a lot in you, and blood will 
tell as well as grace. And perhaps, because I am a grandson of 
one of the first traveling preachers of the Methodist Church, I am 
here to-day, under God, representing the cause of truth. 

But that is not all—not all of my obligations to Methodism. It 
was my great privilege to be a student in Dickinson College in its 
palmy days, and I shall never forget the noble men who formed 
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there a galaxy of grand names—men, indeed, unsurpassed by any 
body of men, I believe, in Christendom: the eloquent Durbin; 
the scholarly and most gifted M’Clintock, without a peer in schol- 
arship of his age; the saintly, Christ-like Emory; and you must 
permit me to name also two of the beloved Bishops on this plat- 
form, one of whom, for fifty years, has been a preacher of the 
Gospel—the venerable and aged Bishop Scott, and his scholarly 
and accomplished colleague, Bishop. Bowman, both of whom were 
. Instructors of my youth. Under the preaching of these men I 
was first brought to the knowledge of Christ. I found in these 
grand men noble and sublime ideals of Christian living, and 
under the incentive of their noble ministry I first conceived the 
idea of consecrating myself to the work of the Gospel. I thank 
God for my studentship at Dickinson College. May my soul be 
with the souls of these dear brethren in the day of the Lord! 
Thus much personal, dear brethren. I claim this morning that 
the cause and the Church which I represent to you have a 
remarkable affinity with your own work. It is on the same plane, 
based on the same great principles; it, touches the same everlast- 
ing rock—Christ, the Corner-stone. Ihave no doubt that many 
of you have been very much surprised, as I have been, to find out 
what discoveries have been made in these latter days with regard 
to Wesley. Iremember reading a most elaborate book, written 
some years ago, bearing the title, ‘““ Wesley a High-Churchman.”’ 
And he was a High-Churchman—too high for the Church of his 
day; too near to God; too much like Christ for the Church of 
_ his day; too high in holiness, in Christian zeal. He was in this 
sense a High-Churchman—in no other. I. would to God that all 
the High-Churchmen of to-day were like him! Then I heard a 
most elaborate sermon three years. ago in Louisville, the aim of 
which was to prove that Wesley was not only a High-Churchman, 
but a, Ritualist; and the speaker argued that the great reforma- 
tion, the great Catholic revival at Oxford in the nineteenth cen- 
tury, was but the complement and the supplement of the great 
revival proceeding from Oxford in the eighteenth century. John 
Wesley a Ritualist! I wonder how thick the whip of the spiritual 
cords would be if you were to put him among the Ritualists of to- 
day to cleanse the temple of God! But, beloved, we have found 
out a discovery, and perhaps you will not think well of me to-day 
if I tell you, that I think we have discovered that Wesley was the 
first great Reformed Episcopalian—our great prototype. Why, 
sir, you admit that he was an Episcopalian, and you would not 
call him an unreformed Episcopalian, would you? 5 
His principles are our principles, his polity is our polity, his 
spirit is our spirit; and we ask no higher honor than that this 
new Church should tread in the steps of Wesley. His principles 
are on the same plane as ours. What are those? One of those 
is. the grand principle enunciated by Peter before the Sanhedrin 
at Jerusalem—that we must obey God rather than man. That 
principle has organized the Reformed Episcopal Church—loyalty 
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to Christ before loyalty to the Church; loyalty to Christ before . 
loyalty to rubrics, canons, and church laws. When Wesley had 
to choose between saving souls and obeying the rubrics of the 
Church of England, he broke the rubrics to save souls, and went 
out to preach on the plains, in the fields, among the mines, and on 
the downs. And this has been our position. 

We have come out of the old Church because loyalty to Christ 
required it. We were compelled, in that Church, to obey a 
canon which required us to deny the validity of the orders of - 
every non-episcopal clergyman in the land; to close our pulpits 
against you; to place a brand of disgrace upon you; to say you 
should not sit down at our communion table; and sooner than 
deny our brotherhood in Christ, we stand to-day free, though 
our freedom has been purchased at a great cost. 

Then, again, another of Wesley’s principles was the parity of 
the clergy. The parity of bishops and presbyters is one of our 
principles: that the bishop is not a superior order to a presbyter ; 
that the bishop himself is but a presbyter—frvzmus inter pares : 
elected’to his office, (not another order,) he is still a presbyter pre- 
siding, and only a presbyter. 

That principle has formed the very basis of the Reformed 
Episcopal Church. And then another principle. I have been 
very much surprised, of late, in taking up Wesley’s prayer book 
—pardon me if I tell you about Wesley’s prayer book, for I know 
some of you don’t like prayer books, and I will not think less of 
you for that—but in taking up the “ Prayer Book of Sunday Serv- 
ice for Methodists,” I found, after revising our prayer book, and 
after publishing the revised edition, that it bore an exact likeness 
to that of Wesley: that he had gone through the English prayer ~ 
book and had expurgated every thing favoring hierarchy, sacer- 
dotalism, saints’ days, absolution, priesthood, baptismal regenera- 
tion, and validity of episcopal orders, so that the Sunday Service 
.for Methodists in the United States might be used in the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church to-day, and half of our people would 
not know the difference. 

Then, again, a mightier than all the great principles on which 
this Church stands is a protest, a heroic protest, an earnest, liv- 
ing protest, against the base restriction of apostolic succession : 
the dogma that bishops rule by Divine right; that bishops have 
the power to communicate the Holy Ghost to their successors 
through their hands; and that, without that succession, prelates 
communicating the Holy Ghost, there is no Church of God, no 
ministry. It is in protest, in living protest, against that baseless 
fiction that we have taken our stand; and I think to-day, that if 
Methodism had done nothing else but demonstrate the baseless 
character of this dogma, she would have done the work of God. 
Am I understood? I repeat, the work of your Church has been 
to demonstrate the baselessness of this dogma. What is that 
dogma? That the Church of Christ exists only where apostolical 
succession exists; that without that succession there can be no 
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gifts of the Spirit, no Church of God, no grace. What has Meth- 
odism done? By the testimony of these men you are out of the 
succession. You have not received the Holy Ghost by the lay- . 
ing on of prelates’ hands, and yet have done all the work the 
Holy Ghost ever designed men to do! Brethren, all the work 
Christ ever intended his Church to do you have done; every 
work that Christ created and founded the kingdom of God to do 
—the ceaseless conversion of souls; the sanctification of believers ; 
the building up great, noble, holy, fruitful Christian lives; the 
grand record of Christian missions girdling the globe, (for I read 
in the report of your Bishops that one of their number had 
actually girdled the globe in his missionary tour,) filling the world 
with missions—these are the fruits of the Spirit, the marks of the 
Holy Ghost; and Methodism to-day may say to these millions 
throughout the globe, in every land on which the sun shines, and 
every shore on which the ocean beats, “If I am not an apostle 
unto others, doubtless Iam an apostle unto you; for the seal of 
my apostleship are ye in the Lord.” Brethren, you have the suc- 
cession, you are in the succession, thank God! the only true suc- 
cession—the succession of the faith of the apostles, the succes- 
sion of the spirit of the apostles, the succession of Christian love. 
You hold to-day your succession straight to Christ, without the 
intermediation of apostles’ hands. You are baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, and God has given you this seal of his blessing upons 
you in answer to this charge | of those who would unchurch and 
excommunicate you. 

And above all—and this is my last thought—the great glory of 
Methodism to-day is, that it is the Church of the poor, the Church 
of the masses; that she has reached a lower stratum of society 
than has been reached by any other Church in Christendom; that 
she has done a work for the Master in this land that no “other 
Protestant Church has been able todo. I have often thought, 
what would become of the poor if those who claim to be the suc- 
cessors of the apostles had been intrusted alone with their sal- 
vation. 

Why, three generations of the poor of this land would have 
gone down to their graves without hearing the Gospel but for the 
Methodist Church. Methodism has been the missionary, the 
pioneer, of the Gospel to the poor. And I bear my testimony to- 
day, that in one of the great States of the West, where I labored 
for seven years, I never could get ahead of the Methodist preach- 
er. I never entered into the wild fastnesses of Kentucky, where 
it was almost unsafe for a man to go, but I found a Methodist 
preacher had gone before me with his saddle-bags; and I never 
found myself down upon one of those beautiful “villages. on the 
Ohio and the Mississippi, that are kept green by an annual over- 
flow, but the very first sight that greeted my eyes was the small, 
humble Methodist meeting-house. 

Methodism. has been an evangel to the poor, and it may eee 
up to-day the language of her Lord without irreverence, and 
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say, “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor.” 

Brethren, one other word. I covet for you this great honor to 
be continued. I should be sorry to see Methodism change her po- 
sition in any particular. I hope she will hold on to her old theol- ¢ 
ogy, and let no false liberalism ever enter her pulpits. Keep to the 
old theology—the simple preaching of Christ, the atonement, jus- 
tification by faith, the witness of the Spirit—the simple Gospel. 
And let her keep to her simple polity; a polity that has stood the 
test of a hundred years, and is successful in every land on the 
globe. Let her keep to her simple worship; let her remain the 
Church of the poor. For I tell you, men and brethren, the 
Church of the future is to be the Church that can get hold of the 
poor, of the masses. May that be the glory and honor of Meth- 
odism! God speed you in your work! ‘ Peace be within thy 
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.” O Zion of our God! 
may thy sun never go down, and may the light of God’s counte- 
nance ever be upon thee, and be a glory to thy head by day and 
by night! God bless you! is the prayer of your little sister whom 
I represent to-day. ~ 


42 —Journal, page 257. 
ADDRESSES AT THE MEMORIAL SERVICE. 


BISHOP MORRIS. 


BisHop JANEs said: It is laid down in Scripture, as an evidence 
of degenerate times, that the righteous perish, or die, and no man 
layeth it to heart; that men are so averse to the character and 
lives of the good, or so inattentive to their spirit and example, 
that they will think to pass over them without consideration, 
without attention, without interest; they do not lay it to heart. 
It ‘is, however, laid down a principle, and as a fact in the Divine 
administration, that “the righteous shall be held in everlasting re- 
membrance.” If some forget them, others cherish their memory ; 
and if there be few on earth who revere and cherish their mem. 
ory, there are those in heaven who remember their offices of love 
and their influence for good, and who there, in the spirit-world, 
cherish, and forever cherish, the remembrance of their character 
and their kindness. It is even said that “precious in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his saints.” 

The translation of the good from earth to heaven is so impor- 
tant, and carries with it such consequence, that it receives the at- 
tention and excites the interest of the infinite and eternal God. 
The decease of our beloved Bishop Morris was very appropriately 
noticed at or near the time by the excellent addresses that were 
delivered at his funeral and elsewhere; by the press, both secular 
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and religious, and especially by the Methcdist press; by the suc- 
cinct statement of his life, and brief analysis of his character, 
published in the General Minutes, and by the well-written memo- 
rial of his life and times, published by the Western Book Con- 
cern. Still, as he shared as bishop the services of ten General 
Conferences, and the activities of the general superintendency 
for thirty-six years, it may be fitting for us to cease for a few min- 
utes from our eager attention to business to call remembrance 
the honored departed one, and to think upon his life and his in- 
fluence, and upon that beatitude and glory to which we believe he 
has been transferred. 

Thomas Morris was born in Virginia. He had very many and 
most excellent natural endowments of mind and heart. He was 
converted in his early manhood. - His religion was as much a prin- 
ciple as an emotion; as much intelligence as impulse; as much 
practice as profession. He was an honest Christian—a true dis- 
ciple of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Such was his versa- 
tility of character that he seemed almost equally well qualified to 
be an exhorter, a class-leader, a pioneer preacher, a city pastor, a 
presiding elder, a religious editor, or a general superintendent. 
In all these positions he edified the Church and honored his 
Lord. His character was, perhaps, as great a treasure to the 
Church as were his services. To have maintained for more than 
half a century an unspotted Christian character; to. have been, 
through all that period, blameless in life, so that no one could 
speak of him with disparagement, but all were compelled to ad- 
mire his purity and excellence, both of spirit and life, was one of 
those lessons to the Church and to manhood which call for our 
highest admiration and gratitude. He also maintained the ut- 
most simplicity of character. No changes of position, no attain- 
ments, no attention received from the Church or from the public, 
ever changed his spirit or his manner; but his deportment was 
ever the same, unaffected, simple, honest, candid, seeking no 
adventitious advantages, displuying no pomp or pride in his man- 
ner, and no ostentation in his private or social life; he was always 
plain Thomas Morris. 

His official conduct was also found to be such as to command, 
every four years, the hearty approval of the General Conference. 
Indeed, previous to his being elected general superintendent his 
administration in every position he was called to fill was found 
eminently satisfactory, and in the discharge of his duties as a 
general superintendent his administration was equally satisfac- 
tory. True, parties in interest may sometimes: have thought that 
they had reason to complain, and there were times when his ad- 
ministration was brought for review before the authorities of the 
Church; but in every case that authority found his administration 
to have been wise and right. So I say to-day that his official 
character is quite as much a legacy to the Church as was his act- 
ive service, and yet his active service was of the very highest 
order. His early ministry was earnest and powerful, and many 
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were the seals that God set to it in the salvation of souls; and his 
ministry continued to be one of unction, and earnestness, and 
power, and of great profit to the Church, down to the latest period 
of it. I think I shall be justified in saying, that in the councils 
of the Church his wisdom and prudence were found to be ade- 
quate to the correct decision of every question submitted to him; 
and you will readily call to mind some of the gravest and most 
important questions that have ever been brought before the 
Church as among those upon which his opinion was required; and 
his judgment was acquiesced in. As a presiding officer he was 
always found adequate to the responsibilities put upon him; and, 
perhaps, few of his colleagues have ever given higher satisfaction 
in this than did he. 

God gave to him a long life. Whether this would be a blessing 
if it were granted to most men is a question we need not settle or 
attempt to settle here ; but it seems to me thatif it would be, Divine 
Psovidence would grant a longer twilight to the day of probation 
than is given to most of his servants. In his case, however, we 
betieve that this longevity was a blessing—a blessing to the Church 
and the world; for up to the last General Conference his remem- 
brance of the history of the activities of the Church, and of the 
action of the General Conferences, and his understanding of the 
Discipline and polity of the Church, were almost perfect; these 
were things that did not pass from his mind, but remained with 
him. He was, therefore, as ready to give his judgment upon 
these questions as at any period of his life, and in his counsels 
his colleagues and the Church found great profit; and, as his 
character was unsullied, so his influence continued to be a benedic- 
tion down to the last moments of his long life. But death has 
passed upon all men, and the hour of his departure came at last, 
and with the calmness and confidence with which he had fought 
the good fight, he was prepared to lay down his armor, and be 
transferred from this scene of conflict to one of glorious and 
eternal reward. He lived loyally, blamelessly, nobly, and died 
triumphantly.. He rests from his labors, and his works do follow 
him. May our lives be as loyal, blameless, and noble as was 
his, and with him may we share the Divine blessing for ever and 
ever ! 


BISHOP ROBERTS. 


Bishop Janes further said: I have been told since I came to the 
platform that I am expected to speak in relation to Bishop 
Roberts, who has died since the last General Conference. My 
first acquaintance with him commenced when he was appointed 
missionary to Liberia, and I am not now informed as to the events 
of his early life. I am prepared to say, however, that his charac- 
ter since he became our missionary has been excellent. I believe 
the missionary secretaries, and all who have been from time to 
time acquainted with him or associated with this work, will testify 
that there has never been one word of reproach against this good 
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man. He was one of the most intelligent among the men engaged 
in that missionary work, and we looked to him as much as to any 
other person for advice, and the correspondence with him in the 
missionary office is extensive. After the death of Bishop Burns 
the brethren in Liberia Conference called him to be his successor, 
and he came to this country and was ordained. I heard him 
preach at that time, and his sermons possessed great excellence.. 
They were thoughtful, and methodical, and instructive, and yet 
there was connected with them an ardor and unction in applica- 
tion which in my judgment, was a great excellence, and which 
made his sermons effectual for the object of all true preaching, 
which is not only the conviction of the judgment but the moving 
of the heart, so that men shall be brought to immediate action. 
In my judgment his administration was judicious. He had great 
desires and plans with regard to the extension of the work among 
their barbarous neighbors, but he was embarrassed by want of 
men and of means, and by enfeebled health; consequently the 
results of his work were not so great as we had hoped: but yet per- 
haps few men could have done better than he. His life in that 
country has, I think, been a great boon to humanity. A little 
done in Liberia is of more account in the world’s salvation than 
a great deal done in the United States. I shall never forget my 
interview with Cox on the day he sailed for Africa. We had been 
together in a farewell meeting the night before, when, by the way, 
I made my first missionary address. On the day of his sailing he 
took me by the hand, and with tears filling his eyes said, “If I 
can only reach Africa and plant a mission there, and find a grave 
there I shall feel that my life has been important to the Church 
and fo mankind.” He did live to reach Africa, he did organize 
our Church there, he did find a grave there, and the graves of 
Cox and Burns and Roberts are a treasure to that country, and 
are an influence and an inspiration in that country and in that re- 
public which shall continue to be felt till Africa shall be redeemed, 
apd that great continent, with others, is covered with the glory of 

od; and to have had an agency in the feeble beginning of such 
a work, I believe, will be found by our brother, now in heaven, 
to be worth more than any and all the honors and glories that 
honor, or arms, or statesmanship, or any thing and every thing else 
in the world can give. Blessed be his memory! and may many 
rise up to stand in his stead and to carry ‘forward our great work 
in that land where so many are perishing in the wilderness of sin 
and wandering in the dark night that covers them, and who, by 
their want and their misery, are appealing to us to come over and 
help them. May his faith have its answer, and his work a mighty 
influence in inducing others to go and help to carry forward the 
work so well begun! 

And, brethren, while we are engaged in these memorial services, 
let us remember how few of us may expect to live as long as did 
our venerable senior Bishop, and how many of us may be called to 
die before the meeting of our next ‘General Conference. “ While 
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we live, may we live to the Lord, and when we die, may we die 
to the Lord; living or dying may we be the Lord’s.” 


REV. T. M. EDDY, D.D. 


Rev. R. L. Dashiell, D.D., said: Many loving and memorial 
words have been spoken in different parts of the country of my 
departed colleague. These services have very fully given expres- 
sion to the Church’s sense of her loss and bereavement in his death. 
It has been deemed by this General Conference fitting that we 
should pause amid the excitements and duties of the session and 
give a brief service in memory of our departed brethren who, four 
years ago, were honored by the Church with her confidence, but who 
to-day “are not, for God” has taken “‘them.” I do not think that 
this service will delay our business. If it should donomore for us 
than lead us for a moment to bow our souls reverently before God, 
and hear the voice of the great King, our Master, saying, ‘‘ What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might,” it will not be 
lost upon us. It is to me a great privilege to stand in this pres- 
ence for a few moments, and speak a word which shall be an 
affectionate tribute to my colleague. His death to me was not 
simply an official bereavement, but it was a personal sorrow. The 
Church has been greatly impressed by the suddenness with which 
these, her servants, have left us. You and I have waited by the 
bedside of loved ones, and have seen. them wasting slowly away 
amid the pain and decay of physical life, and heaven has seemed 
to be a great way off, to be gained only by slow and painful stages 
of suffering; but, brethren, heaven has been brought very near to 
us during the past few years. It has not seemed to me to be afar 
off, as I have. seen those who stood nearest to me suddenly trans- 
lated—aye, as gloriously as God’s old prophet went up. My col- 
league, Dr. Eddy, had just finished his last sermon. The echoes 
of his words were still lingering in the hearts of the people who 
hung upon his lips, and he came home in a few hours to die, and 
it seemed to me, as I looked upon him dying, as if the very cr@s 
which he had just held up to a perishing world had suddenly 
changed into a chariot of glory and lifted him to the skies. 

Dr. Eddy came to the service of the Church from the blessed 
consecration of a Methodist preacher's home, and that was no 
mean. advantage. Very much of his success was due to the 
training and influence of his father’s house, and he often, in our 
interviews, gratefully referred to this influence upon his life and 
character. His father, Augustus Eddy, belonged to that heroic 
company of Methodist itinerants who, in the past years, laid 
broad, and deep, and massive the foundation of our great Meth- 
odism in the West, which has been the grandest factor in the mar- 
velous growth and development of that part of the country His 
son ‘Thomas frequently, when a boy, accompanied his father 
around the district, and it was amid the blessed fellowship of the 
old-fashioned quarterly meetings that the inspiration to save souls 
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and serve the Master seized the young man’s heart. The story 
of his conversion is as beautiful as it is suggestive of that burning 
zeal which characterized all his life and ministry. At a camp- 
meeting—O ! how many of us must go to the rude tent and the 
altar in the grove to find the starting point in our new life !—at ‘a 
camp-meeting, while his mother was engaged in preparing a meal 
for some weary itinerants who had just come to the meeting, a 
messenger came to her with the intelligence that Thomas was at 
the altar. She was not surprised; she expected Thomas to ‘be 
converted. Godly mothers do; and when her domestic care was 
such that she could leave, she went to find her boy, and to en- 
courage him; but God had been there before her, and converted 
him, and she found Thomas leading three other boys to the altar. 
You know, brethren, that the first impulse of a converted: soul is 
to go out after somebody else and bring him to Christ. 

Dr. Eddy served the Church as a pastor, vresiding elder, 
agent of the American Bible Society, editor of an official paper, 
and missionary secretary. In the brief minutes allotted to me I 
cannot elaborate his relations to these different positions. He 
was converted when a boy, and entered the ministry when nine- 
teen years of age. And I declare to you, beloved ‘Bishop and 
brethren, that I do not sympathize with the lament of some who 
said at his death that he died prematurely. A man who is con- 
verted to God in his childhood, begins to preach the Gospel at 
nineteen, and gives thirty-two years of solid work to God, cannot 
be said to die prematurely. I think God’s servants generally die 
at the right time. God looks after that, and it would be singular- 
ly inappropriate to put a broken shaft over the grave of Thomas 
Eddy. Ono! Round it up well, for he started early, worked 
close to time, and finished his life grandly and beautifully. Per- 
haps in no department of his work was he more successful than as 
a pastor. His preaching was scholarly, simple, earnest, and evan- 
gelical. His sermons were full of Christ, and that was the secret 
of his power, as it is the secret of every minister’s power. True 
scholarship never crowds Christ out of a sermon or out of a hu- 
man life. In his preaching, I have said, he was evangelical, and 
1 think it may be safely said that he never preached with more 
power than during the last summer of his life, when God gave to 
him, as I think, a special baptism that he might close his ministry 
in such a manner that he should continue to preach for the Mas- 
ter. You remember the story of that summer, as he swept from 
camp-meeting to camp-meeting, and then in the fall from Con- 
ference to Conference, occupying the entire morning session in 
pleading for our missions and our depleted treasury. His most 
successful work as a pastor, I think, was done in this city. I 
think he achieved one of his grandest successes in this city of 
Baltimore. When he left the editorial chair he was appointed in 
charge of the Charles-street Church, now the Mount Vernon Place 
Church, and I do not underrate the work of those good men who 
carried to completion the building of that beautiful and magnifi- 
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cent church, which is at once an honor to Baltimore Methodism 
and American Methodism, when I say the success of the enter- 
prise was very much due to his persistent energy, his great per- 
sonal popularity, his influence with the people, and his power in 
the pulpit. He lived to see it completed. He was present at its 
dedication, and the grateful appreciation of the people was mani- 
fested in the beautiful memorial services which consecrated an 
entire Sabbath to recollections of their departed pastor. 

I need not speak of him as an editor. He entered upon his 
work in the. editorial department in one of the most important 
periods of the city of Chicago and of the country. Chicago was 
just beginning to show signs of that wonderful growth ‘and devel- 
opment which has been the marvel of these times; and, if we have 
been rightly informed, he kept his paper abreast the stirring 
activities of that great city. Indeed, there was something in the 
restless push and activities of the city which was in harmony 
with his own free and impassioned spirit. When the civil war 
was inaugurated his paper gave no uncertain sound. True then, 
as always, to his convictions, he spoke and wrote brave words for 
the national unity. 

I knew him best as a missionary secretary; but time will not 
permit me to speak of that. I may only say that he entered upon 
his duties as missionary secretary in an important crisis of the 
Missionary Society. The General Conference had adjourned, 
and the almost universal impression of the Church was, that there 
must be an advance all along the line, at home and abroad. The 
old missions were to be reinforced, and God had wonderfully 
opened three of the most magnificent fields into which the serv- 
ants of God ever entered. Dr. Eddy entered upon his work 
just at that crisis in the history of our Missionary Society. I re- 
member well the enthusiasm, and zeal, and spirit with which he 
attended the first meeting of the committee. And never were 
forty-one men confronted with more stern and solemn responsi- 
bilities than in that hour when they looked out upon the world 
lying at the feet of the Church, and heard the voices of the 
Church bidding them enter these fields. And when that commit- 
tee determined that these new fields should be entered, Dr. Eddy 
adjusted his great soul to the work, and threw himself with un- 
usual energy upon the Church. He swept from one part of the 
Church to the other, every-where pleading that the Church would 
sustain the treasury in its large advance of three hundred thou- 
sand dollars in her missionary appropriations. But right in the 
midst of the first utterances which he spoke for the treasury the 
panic struck the nation, and sent the industries of the land stag- 
gering beneath the blow, and the burden came down upon his 
heart with almost crushing and overwhelming power. In the 
saddest letter that he ever wrote to me, when, on his back in Des 
Moines, he was gathering up a little strength for his anniversary 
meeting, he said: “I am discouraged. Our brethren are losing 
their fortunes. A debt is inevitable. My heart is almost broken.” 
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He came from that Conference by as swift stages as he could 
make, and laid him down to die. I shall not speak of that death; 
suffice it to say that this great cause of Christian missions was the 
burden of his thoughts, wakeful and dreaming. When waking, he 
exhorted us as he had never exhorted us before; and in the de- 
lirium of sleep he would break out into the most impassioned ap- 
peals to the Church to stand by this cause. And when more 
than half of him was in eternity—when we did not know whether 
he was with the angels or with us, with one step upon the other 
shore—he shouted back to us: “ Tell the Church to fling her gold 
down at the feet of Jesus!’ and with his last thought—a thought 
_ of love for the cause in which he had laid down his life—he lifted 
his hands over his family, pronounced the apostolic benediction, 
and sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. Brethren, he has gone. We 
shall go to meet him. God help us to be true! 


REV. DALLAS D. LORE, D.D 


Rev. E. O. Haven, D.D., LL.D., said: There is more than a 
ceremonial reason why a few minutes of the valuable time of this 
General Conference should be devoted to reminiscences of Rev. 
Dallas D. Lore, D.D., who was, in more than an _ ordinary 
sense, a representative man of the whole Church. Born in Mau- 
riceville, New Jersey, in 1815; soundly converted in 1830; admit- 
ted to the New Jersey Conference in 1837; a laborious and suc- 
cessful preacher from the first, he offered himself for the only 
foreign missionary fields the Church held at that time, the sickly 
land of Liberia, or for South America. He was accepted for the 
latter field, where he spent seven years, from 1847 to 1854. There 
in Buenos Ayres, and the region round about, he preached and 
labored faithfully and with good success, and by and by, when 
Conferences from South America shall be represented in our Gen- 
eral Conference, in the grand Ecumenical Council of Methodism, 
his name will be remembered among the pioneers of Methodism 
and Protestantism in Brazil. Returning, he spent a year explor- 
ing New Mexico, under direction of our Missionary Society, long 
before the great Pacific railways were more than dreamed of, and 
then re-entered the home work in the Philadelphia and Newark 
Conferences, whence, after a successful ministry he was transferred 
to Genesee Conference, and stationed at Buffalo, New York, in 
1862. In 1864 he was elected editor of the “ Northern Christian 
Advocate,” to which office he was twice re-elected, and in the 
performance of the duties of which he died suddenly June 20, 
1875. Such is the brief outline of a well-fiiled and remarkably 
useful life. 

Dr. Lore was in a good degree a marked and typical man. He 
was pre-eminently industrious. Had he lived a few years later 
he would undoubtedly have secured a college training. But no 
one advised it. He did what seemed best to him, and took 
Wesley’s rules for a young preacher as his guide, and not one 
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man to. five hundred obeyed them so faithfully. His assiduity 
soon made him a marked public man, and his success in winning 
souls to Christ, in arresting and controlling the attention of men, 
won for him, almost from the beginning, an uninterrupted series 
of responsible positions in the Church. He was not only indus- 
trious and methodical, but he was pre-eminently positive, and 
always created the impression of unswerving personal integrity. 
He might sometimes be deemed unyielding and opinionated; 
he never was suspected of subordinating rectitude to self-interest. 
He was a stranger to doubt. Probably, from his conversion, he 
never doubted any of the great essentials of Christian doctrine or 
his own acceptance with Christ. He therefore had little sym- 
pathy with doubters. He was not fond of apologetic theology. 
He cared little for questions of pure science. He reveled in 
Christian theology, in ecclesiastical economy, in casuistry, and 
thorough religious experience. He read all the standard theo- 
logical writers of our own Church, and the best of other Churches. 
He defended and advocated his views in a vigorous style, and his 
communications and editorials, were they collected, would swell 
into a library well up among the prolific authors of ancient or 
modern times. He became an ardent advocate of our educa- 
tional institutions, and it was largely due to his influence that the 
Genesee College was removed or substantially merged in the 
Syracuse University, in the center of the State of New York. He 
was evidently adevout man. On all suitable occasions he showed 
this. He never dodged religious conversation, and often intro- 
duced it. He was never unready for prayer or praise. He often 
spoke of unwavering confidence and joy in the Lord. This trait 
in his character gave great comfort to his friends in the particu- 
larly painful features of his death, for he was smitten down into 
speechlessness at once, and, though he lingered a day or two, he 
could give no intelligible communication of his feelings. 

One circumstance gave extraordinary interest to the three fu- 
nerals that were held in his memory: at Auburn, N. Y., where he 
died; at Syracuse, the place where he chiefly labored, and where 
he was highly honored; and at the place of his burial, near his 
childhood’s home, in New Jersey. The circumstance was his late 
parting from his daughter, Miss Julia A. Lore, who had within a 
few weeks arrived at her mission field in Moradabad, India. Miss 
Julia A. Lore is singularly like her father in appearance, in dig- 
nity of character, and in devotion to Christian work. Having 
secured a good general education, she had also completed a 
course of study in medicine, and received the degree of 
M.D. Her self-denial in separating herself from the attractions 
of cultivated society, from the best offers and opportunities that 
could tempt a young lady of taste and culture, to devote her whole 
life to Christian missionary work, had produced a profound im- 
pression on the Churches and people in that vicinity. All had 
noted the mingled gratitude and sorrow, the regret and joy of 
the Christian parents as they bade farewell to their daughter, and 
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had heard Dr. Lore express his thanks to God, though his eyes 
were filled with tears, that, inasmuch as he could not himself 
longer labor as a missionary, his daughter could go and minister 
to the sick, and while perhaps curing the diseases of the body, 
point her heathen sisters. to the great Physician of the soul. 
While this impression was fresh in the minds of the people he 
died, and the whole community felt that they were attending the 
funeral of one whose life, and words, and thoughts, and character 
exhibited the excellency of genuine oneness with Christ. The 
voices of the strong men. who spoke, and of the singers, trembled 
with unwonted emotion. .But'how vain were all these ceremonies 
to produce an immortality for such aman. They are but puny 
efforts to resist the on-swelling tide of earthly oblivion. But, 
thank God! he still lives. Emancipated from the body, he 1s with 
Christ; and even his dust shall rise and be reanimated, and the 
life and immortality brought to light in the Gospel shall be his 
forever ! 


REV. NELSON COBLEIGH, D.D., LL.D. 


Rev. Joseph Cummings, D.D., LL.D., said: Nelson E. Cobleigh 
was born November 24,1814. He graduated from the Wesleyan 
University in 1843, and was admitted to the New England Con- 
ference in 1844! He gave nine years of his active life to. the pas- 
torate. For fifteen years he was a teacher in colleges, during ten 
of which he held the office of president. For six years he was 
editor of official papers of the Church. Standing at his post in 
the faithful discharge of his duty, he was summoned from earth‘to 
glory. He died in triumph on the 1st day of February, 1874. 

Such is an outline in brief of the life of this earnest, faithful, 
' devoted man. He was a man of clear perceptions and of sound 
judgment. He possessed a deep sense of moral obligation that 
made conscientiousness a marked trait in his character. Having 
positive and earnest convictions, he devoted himself to his work 
with most exhaustless and untiring energy in whatever field he 
wasemployed. There are lives that are brilliant, but deleterious ; 
men who do much good, and yet much evil; and in determining 
upon the character of such lives we must deduct the evil from 
the good. They are like meteors glancing athwart the heavens, 
that shine only to bewilder and dazzle. There are also lives that 
are like stars, that shine out of the blackness of the night to guide 
wanderers in the path of life and safety. Such was the life that 
we commemorate to-day. We have that life before us. It asks 
no concealmeuts. We have to make for it no apologies; we ask 
from that life to-day no deductions. It was an inspiration to all 
who witnessed it. His youth was passed in a desperate struggle 
with poverty, and in an heroic attempt to gain an education. He 
was converted in early life. Asa pastor he was successful. All 
the interests of the Church, and all the demands made upon him 
by his hearers, received his careful attention. Himself trained in 
a struggle with difficulties and discouragements, he was well pre- 


538 Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


pared to speak earnest words of sympathy to the sorrowing and to 
the distressed. 

As a preacher, he was earnest, logical, pathetic, and of large 
sympathies. He carried with him a magnetic power that drew 
the young about him, and they looked up to him with trust and 
love. Such was his ‘devotion to his work, and the energy with 
which he followed it, that physicians and friends warned him that 
he could not long continue in such labors. Moved by such repre- 
sentations, he was induced, after much reflection and with great 
hesitation, to turn his attention to other employments. As a 
teacher he showed great and varied power. He was wise in ad- 
ministration, sympathetic in council, inspiring in example. His 
energy rescued from circumstances of great embarrassment at 
least one iniportant institution, and brought order and success 
out of difficulty and defeat. As an instructor he was ‘‘a wise 
master-builder,” laboring not with wood, and stone, and hay, and 
stubble, but he laid his hand upon the dome of thought, and 
molded character and shaped destiny; and though dead, he yet 
speaks in those who were trained under his care, and who are 
now extending his ever-widening influence. As an editor, he also 
showed great ability and power. He assumed the editorial chair 
of an official paper under great and special difficulties ; but, not- 
withstanding this, he made it a credit to the Church and a power 
for good. He did not confine himself to editorial labor, but was 
ready to engage in every good work, so that at his decease there 
was no department of Christian effort in the community in which 
he lived that did not feel his loss. 

His charity was of the broadest kind. He was interested in all 
who suffered injustice, or who were oppressed. In other days his 
voice rang out in trumpet tones against injustice and wrong and © 
oppression, and demanded for all justice and equality before the 
law. Every cause of humanity, of temperance, of purity, of right- 
eousness, of godliness received his earnest support, and he strove 
to impress the necessity of these in public as well as in private 
life. It was not in his nature to compromise with evil. He asked 
not what would be the consequences of the advocacy of the right, 
but was ever willing to leave results with God, while he nobly did 
his duty. He was a remarkably conscientious man. He showed 
this in the uniformity with which he followed his principles. It 
was his rule to devote a certain part of his income to charitable 
and benevolent uses, and so firmly did he adhere to this principle 
that when, even in poverty, he had received a generous gift from 
sympathizing friends, he devoted the same portion of this to the 
service of his Master. 

As a friend, he was affectionate and constant. He lived many 
years in perpetual peril of death. He was warned that at any 
moment he might be summoned away. In the glare of the sun- 
shine and amid the bustle of daily duty, when his veins were 
throbbing with life and his nerves strung to highest tension, he 
saw not his danger; but when evening came on with hushed 
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hour and lengthened shadows, then fell upon his ear, softly and 
solemnly, the murmurs of the river of death; and now, as he 
“brushed the dews on Jordan’s banks,” he felt and knew the 
“crossing must be near.”’ Thus he lived in view of death, and 
walked softly before God. In prosperity he was never unduly 
elated, in adversity and persecution he never manifested un- 
christian resentment. ‘Through all his life he was honest, loving, 
earnest, trusting, faithful. Through all his life ran a stream of 
purity, of love, and of devotion to principle. 

He died suddenly, as is singularly true of the great and good 
men whose lives and deaths have deen presented for our con- 
sideration to-day. He was attacked with an illness which had 
little to do with his decease. Of his departure there was little or 
no warning. Death took this occasion of disease to attack him. 
For years death had followed him, and now he took this oppor- 
tunity to smite him, and in a moment he was not, for God took 
him. When he fell “his eye was undimmed, and his natural 
strength was unabated.” He was admired and loved in the com- 
munity in which his last years were passed and in which he died, 
and many former friends at the North, by whom his memory is 
cherished, and his brethren who knew and loved him in other 
years, have liberally contributed for a monument to his memory 
that shall be erected over his grave in Atlanta. He had finished 
his course and kept the faith, and has entered into his rest. 


BOOK CONCERN. 


43 .—dJournal, page 104. 
REPORT OF THE AGENTS IN NEW YORK. 


To tHE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH FOR 1876. 


Dear BRETHREN: In entering upon this Quadrennial Report 
of “The Methodist Book Concern in the City of New York,” we 
record our grateful recognition of that gracious Providence which 
has so long given to this important agency of our Church protec- 


tion and prosperity. 
REAL ESTATE. 


Pursuant to the action of the last General Conference, the 
Book Committee appraised the real estate belonging to this Con- 
cern, reducing the valuation of that in the City of New York, 
Mulberry and Mott streets, $25,000, and corner of Broadway and 
Eleventh-street, $117,904 13; and in the city of San Francisco, 
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$18,000: a total reduction of $160,904 13, making their estimate 
as follows :— 


One undivided three-fourths of Property 805 Broadway, 





Comer, Pileventhestrecty.jeirisere te embetter isle $600,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Mulberry and Mott streets........ 125,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Pittsburgh, Pa............-.+...- 35,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, San Francisco, Cal......... .... 30,000 00 
Land,in Hamilton, IN. Jin. <5. ols. cteeine i560 cle eia ticles 200 OO 

Total, Realm state uae siete seslcke ate aerate $790,200 00 


The above estimate has been continued in every yearly exhibit, 
according to the direction of the General Conference, unchanged, 
“except by the necessary changes from purchase, sale, destruc- 
tion, or improvements.” 

The property in New York, corner of Broadway and Eleventh- 
street, has been increased in value by the erection of a strictly 
fire-proof inside Mansard roof, at a cost of $6,406 50, thereby 
giving additional security against fire, and securing a very ma- 
terial reduction in the rates of insurance—a saving that in three 
years will more than reimburse the expenditure. The real estate 
in San Francisco was likewise increased in value by important 
improvements to the amount of $4,073 59, making its estimated 
value in 1874, $34,073 59. 

No change in the real estate of the Concern has been effected 
by “purchase or sale,” except in San Francisco. There the 
Depository real estate on Mission-street was sold last spring for 
$35,000 in gold. The sale thereof, and the purchase of a more 
eligible location in that city for our Depository, had been urged 
long and earnestly by “the Publishing Committee in San Fran- 
cisco,” and our leading ministers and laymen there, together 
with General Conference officers visiting that city. Though re- 
peatedly urged, we declined to purchase before having effected 
the sale, assured that the Book Concern could not safely incur 
any considerably increased indebtedness for real estate. As soon 
as the opportunity of selling at full value presented itself we 
made the sale, and purchased, through our agent, Rev. J. B. Hill, 
and on the unanimous recommendation of the Publishing Com- 
mittee there, a lot 25 feet front on Market-street, between Sixth 
and Seventh streets, and 165 deep, extending through to Steven- 
son-street, at a cost of $30,000 in gold. The improvements on 
the lot were of but little value. However, with the balance re- 
maining from the sale, and the interest having accrued on pro- 
ceeds-of sale prior to the new purchase, a building on the above- 
described lot was erected for the accommodation of the “ Cali- 
fornia Christian Advocate.” The Depository is kept in a store on 
Market-street rented for that purpose some time before the above- 
described sale and purchase, and on a lease that will not expire 
for some years hence. By the time of the termination of said 
lease it is hoped that the prosperity of the Depository will be such, 
that, by means of its own profits, supplemented by an appropria- 
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tion that may be safely made for that purpose, such further im- 
provements can be made as will be necessary to furnish a suita- 
ble store-room for the Depository. The erection of a building on 
the above-named lot: immediately, by means of borrowed capital, 
relying on renting considerable. portions of it and thereby meet- 
ing the interest and eventually paying the principal, would be, in 
our judgment, unwise, and even hazardous. 

The Book Concern, East and West, has already all the real 
estate it can carry with its present indebtedness. Investing the 
capital of the Concern in buildings, further than absolutely needed 
for carrying on its legitimate business, is. not only departing from 
the original design of the institution, but will be always attended 
with a greater or less degree of risk. The yearly rental of that 
portion of the building corner of Broadway and Eleventh-street, 
New York, not occupied by the Book Concern and the Mission- 
ary Society, has fallen off from what it was at the last Genera] 
Conference, and from what it was then confidently expected it 
would continue to be, $20,419 08. And there is no prospect of 
any improvement in this respect. Though by no means alarmists, 
we cannot refrain from expressing, in this connection, what must 
be the conviction of all thoroughly conversant with the publish- 
ing interests. of our Church, namely: that no further financial 
burdens of any kind whatsoever can be safely laid on the Book 
Concern till it shail be largely relieved from its present heavy 
indebtedness. 

At the beginning of the present quadrennium there was on the 
real estate 805 Broadway, New York, a mortgage of $100,000, 
which was paid off from the net profits of the Book Concern. 
The portion of said property owned by the Missionary Society 
of. our Church, at the Book Committee’s valuation, would be 
$200,000. The Missionary Society being obliged to carry a large 
debt, at 7 per cent. interest, paid in advance every ninety days in 
bank, with the Agents of the Book Concern as indorsers, pursu- 
ant to a long-established usage known to and sanctioned by the 
General Conference, the: Board of Managers of the Missionary 
Society ordered that a loan be made of $100,000 for one year at 
6 per cent., and secured by mortgage on the property, which was 
done, and thereby a material saving made for the Society. The 
Agents of the Book Concern being the sole indorsers on the notes 
of the Missionary Society to be paid off by the above loan, joined 
in the bond and mortgage, as thereby the liability of the Concern 
‘ would in no wise be increased. 


New INVENTORY. 


As soon after the General Conference as we could prepare for 
it we took a careful Inventory of Stock, and made an Exhibit of 
the condition of the Concern. This was done under date of 
June 29, 1872. Heretofore it had been made on the goth of 
November of each year. While the General Conference gave no 
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orders for a new Exhibit to be made, there seemed to be a general 
expectation that we would make one. To meet this expectation, 
and to ascertain for ourselves, personally, the condition of the 
Concern, we entered upon and completed the work. We here in- 
sert the Exhibit, and, following it, the Exhibit of June 30, 1875. 


EXHIBIT OF THE METHODIST BooK CONCERN, NEW York, 
Fune 29, 1872. 


ASSETS. 


I. Real Estate. 
One undivided three-fourths of Property 805 


Broadway, corner Eleventh street........ $600,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Mulberry and Mott streets. 125,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Pittsburgh, Pa........ is 35,000 00 
Buildings and-Lots, San Francisco, Cal...... 30,000 00 
ean dime LwAmileons Nin) omtetmenecwienciistenetusieiie 200 00 
Mo talW Real Mstatere.rste ai terial islets ——— $790,200 00 
2. Cash. 
GashionghanGes jorsetertoie  «leiate ace ise ohele.a ye sin sincere eee sche crete 25,020 93 


3. Merchandise. 
Books, bound and in sheets, Stationery, etc... $167,905 43 
Presses, Type, Plates, Paper, etc., in Printing 


ORR CE SE este hora sako sete lat aetars ' 155,135 63 
Material and Tools in Bindery.............. 20,166 81 
Stock in Depositories: Boston.............. Ig,810 16 

BiUtalosesctncikerseteierete I9,30I 54 
Bittsburo lira mressisictete 20,683 33 
SapiPrancisco™ se .e) au cremier es 


103 COOL OO 
4. Notes and Accounts. ; 








Wueron ACcountss.(, «0c sieves. eeyereeees sae $331,065 20 
Ne UGrOM NOLES cseieeele niaataletelavcvateraverevstero nies yennts 97,306 30 
| 428,875 se 
otal PASSeis ns tsi olsereterls cheater leet ar ohete seileisie vines « 1,040,595. /33 
LIABILITIES. 
1. Bonds. 
Amount of Bonds Issued and Sold for the Pay- 
ment of Property 805 Broadway. ....... $500,000 00 
2. Notes. 
The Concern owes on Notes and Mortgages... 176,119 00 
_ 676,119 00 
CapitaleasmpentWedgersi.: sc oc iaieloteceistee terest see+- $970,476 33 


Deduct; Estimated Amount necessary to fill 
Contracts with Subscribers for Advance 


PayIents. ows teitrotererete scorers one ister: $69,208 29 
25 per cent. from Notes and Accounts for 
ropa bles ossesaawt ietetersiousssieiste oereteetse 107,092 87 


—_—_—_—— 176,301 16 





Neti Gapital a] une 20:118 720. tenis tter seta aerate ae $794,175 17 





* Prior to the adjournment of the General Conference San Francisco was not 
a Depository, but a part of this Concern, with a resident Agent. Hence no sep- 
arate report of its stock on hand was made. Up to the date of this Exhibit we 
were not able to obtain an inventory of its stock, and therefore for this year [1872] 
it is embraced in the General Exhibit of the Concern, as in former years. 
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EXHIBIT OF THE METHODIST Book CONCERN, NEw YORK, 


Fune 30, 1875. 
ASSETS. 
1. Real Estate. 
One undivided three-fourths of Property 805 














Broadway, corner Eleventh-street ....... $606,406 50 
Buildings and Lots, Mulberry and Mott streets. 125,000 00 
Buildings and Lots, Pittsburgh, Pa...... Banabaeve 35,000 00 
Pandeineklamiltony. Nel ]ijtstitewsce ceca craern se 200 00 
Mancdemukearsalicswly, » Wao tisieors meres euatee 273 00 
MiOtaelwealsbistate cccis crt <ies,ccoccsmisicis.crs/ere —————_ $766,879 50 
2. Merchandise. 
Bound) Books, Stationery, €tC.g. c../\-1sc, site's 5 $114,907 00 
Printed Sheetsaescis/ce sa aae sc oe eam a cco 66.499 27 
Stereotype Plates, Steel Engravings. Wood- 
GUNES SOLS ie crac custnrtnde cist Mose vcr enehelster stave 121,903 76 
LUG TOD ha eae ope GdkorAD Soba do pa oOOG 1,829 15 
Presses, Type, Paper, etc.. in Printing-Office. . 82,751 06 
Materials and Tools in Bindery...*.......... 25,212 4O 
Safes, Shelving, Office and Store Furniture. . 4,870 44 
Stock in Depositories: Boston.............. 21,679 45 
BinftalOusrrteeielaeernscet 30,669 73 
Pats beige ecle traitors 2237732 
San HrancisCovae. «iss 25,054 30 
Mi otal WWierchan dise)tayerctererere( sy sielesererare ells ———@—-___ 517,753 88 
3. Notes and Accounts, 
Accounts New orks}. tiie, 200 =e aim aimiereles $254,203 97 
(Niobe sim sINiewie MiOmte sso saetate tapi pate iar! euette lopeye tals! ols 75,508 98 
Notes and Accounts in Boston.............. 24,879 70 
Burial Oe aacsrexsinotes cree 7,646 73 
Pittsburgh. cetscie 30,655 63 
San Francisco........ I1I,689 96 
Motal WWebtshaDue cies sleisicle wie yore erenjaicte - ——— 404,584 97 
4. Temporary Loans. 
ha Nieuw, Micke aehoe conn qomeonucocsochoded $74,500 00 
In California (proceeds of Sale of Buildings . 
and Lots in San Francisco)............ 39,550 00 
a T14,050 00 
5, Cash. 
Cash on hand in New York........-+.eeee- $52,236 85 
Bostonist ciisbicil pee <teets 653 06 
[Butial Oxter-titere pecce sin reais 700 80 
isis nobyved WAAR adaoGacoon 882 93 
Sari ram cisc@ncemacierrasiaicts I,242 49 
A Kejell OF Neigemnociorinn tc ooccuuaco rs —__——- 55,716 13 
ORGAN ANGST sb cocs.oeenr booaudcn On amon cesuedscKc $1,858,984 48 
LIABILITIES. 
. Bonds. 
Pel Bonds Issued and, Sold for the Payment of 
Property 805 Broadway, $500,000, less 
$5,000 retired... 66. eee ee eee ede c eee $495,000 00 
. Notes. 
Hak The Concern owes on Notes and Mortgages.. 176,045 64 
———— _ 671,045 64 








Capital as per Ledger. ....essesee cece teen eect etre cere $1,187,938 84 


/ 
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Brought forward...........+-++- $1,187,938 84 
Deduct: Estimated Amount necessary to fill 
Contracts with Subscribers for Advance 





Payments icles nctereteoiecere sierra lefoterale toteteteret= tere $73,105 31 
25 per cent. from Notes and Accounts for Prob- 
Ablemeossess.qetebs sven Coser lelerelemaensielsietors IOI,146 24 
——'_ 174,251 55 
Net Capital, Junexg0, 1875 srlen asia lets ciseiemiestawesissies 2-1-0 $1,013,687 29 
SSi PISO, 1874 viavecincoterske’s AM) az Selo thaletecatmaes fe ciel the 946,593 97 
Profits for the year ending June 30, 1875........-..+. $67,093 32 


Nore.—The net Profits for the above year have been diminished by the fall- 
ing off of rent from property 805 Broadway, $13,504 80, while the profits on the 
actual business of the house somewhat exceeded that of the preceding year. 


Tue THREE YEARS’ PROFITS 
Will appear from the following statement :— 


Capital stock, IONS oy ake aoc Boon! otoubaoee 4 $1,013,687 29 
oe PLoS olofe Pierre comtcid trahsuie SiGe a Bed 794,175 17 
Pr OES ts oferatsxeus inane eichore ee laxai’s csi hen erecta ueke cpelaweeecs $219,512 12 


We show the profits foronly three years. This grows out of the 
change made in the time of making the Exhibit. The Exhibit 
we made on the last of June, 1872, had no connéction with that 
made by our predecessors on the 30th of November, 1871, but 
was the beginning of a new series, of which the Fourth Exhibit 
will be made June 30, 1876. 

Therefore, we can show the profits for only the years ending in 
June 1873, 1874, and 1875. 

From the statement hereafter given of the last four years’ sales, 
compared with those of the four years’ next preceding, we are 
warranted in expecting an increase in the net profits of the house 
for the year ending June 30, 1876, over that of either of the pre- 
ceding years. 

ESTIMATE OF CAPITAL. 


It will be observed that there is quite a difference between the 
capital stock shown in the Exhibit of November 30, 1871, as pre- 
sented to the last General Conference, and that shown in the one 
of June 29, 1872 :— 








November 30, 1871, the net capital WaSh a sutne ao atncit $1,055,179 57 
June 29, PBZ ore a YIM in RCC YS Se eee renee ie 794,175 17 
Showinelardecreaseiof. acetate eter meee $261,004 40 


This difference is owing to two causes :— 

1. The Book Committee, acting under directions of the last 
General Conference, appraised the real estate held by the Con- 
cern, and reduced its valuation from $951,104 13 to $790,200 00. 
This made a difference of $160,904 13. 

2. The adopting. of a different standard in valuing that portion 
of the personal property of the Concern named in the Exhibit 
under the general heading of Merchandise, such as: books, bound 
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and in sheets, presses, type, paper, etc., in Printing-office, and 
materials and tools in the Bindery, and Stock in Depositories, 
chiefly made up the remainder of the difference. 

The standard adopted by us, namely, the cost price instead 
of the merchantable value, is the same that had been followed in 
this house prior to 1868. From that standard our predecessors 
varied during the quadrennium ending June, 1872; but we are 
thoroughly persuaded that the true and safe course is to estimate 
merchandise at its cost, rather than at its selling price; since es- 
timating it by the latter is assuming a value subject to all con- 
tingencies of sales not made. : 


SALES. 


The sales of this Concern, embracing both books and peri- 
odicals, for the four years ending November 30, 1875, have been 
as follows :— 


New Vorle total sales for four, yEars...|s <0. cec-bectie science cee ce $2,363,103 06 
Boston Depository, total sales for four years............+0eeeeee 327,472 84 
Buffalo re ce ff yd eaietin: 18 cn Hare oihalow ao etree 205,160 56 
Pittsburgh oe ‘ e ES ng Deine sravave Rien atotewtscies lene 174,339 26 
San Francisco “‘ fe ES SPT TAY BS. Seen tena eo eateaels 71,596 77 
Syracuse, Northern Advocate (3 years) .......... MER CO OAG TC aT 73,940 08 


$3,215,612 57 
SALES BY THE YEAR. 


iBVRS ASUS Se Et Gan Mabnoc oon Oats Jaina cereals She $682,144 00 
Sy Rear cise taro leetel sis she ataigieves cheaters 'y ctotel sheet coh etellels 773,207 95 
FEO ADe Mars IS etal xc ttials Abs Shere! ole siclceilerelcUs)snrelelore ahs sadon 865,847 64 
UTES OD OL ORO MEI Che RCGC NE ONCor: Nar Ith eo 894,412 98 


soar $3,215,612 57 
The total sales for the four years ending November 

30, 1871, as reported to last General Conference, 

VAS Crete ceed Stones aac ae Ee heare « cholalsae leone ait balapyers 9.018 cals 2,426,840 42 


Showing an increase for the last four years of........... $788,772 15 





This increase has been in both book and periodical sales. In 
view of the fact that during more than half of the quadren- 
nium the business of the country has been depressed to an un- 
paralleled extent, this increase in the volume of sales by this Con- 
cern is a matter of surprise and gratification, and, we think, gives 
promise of still further advance when the country shall be in a 
more prosperous condition. 


PERIODICALS. 


We give below the circulation of the periodicals of this house, 
under date of November 30, 1875 :— 


Christian Advocate averaged for the year........--+2+-se+- 50,433 
Sunday-School Advocate (semi-monthly) averaged.......... 118,979 

oe se (weekly) Coe Ee a Siderteeie 20,625 
Picture Lesson Paper, averaged.........seeeeeceeeereeres III,000 
Quarterly Review...-...eeseee este ce er reer ee ec ee eee eens 4,400 
Normal Class... i... 02s cc cce cence rece cs neces oe ainienece se 2,40C 
Sunday-School Journal... ...+eeseccreeereseseceens Sclogias 75,500 


35 


’ 
546 Journal of the General Conference. 11876. 


Berean ivessonmiealie ct: «cress cies ellelstenteers + epeteineleiaaictereyeiars 691,000 


WeafeGluster ste. acsesders: + aleve ojeleveternene oieye ate teh hoish Ee cinits th eictare 2,250 
Missionary -AdVOCALG cc ick cia mre(pem seamen isi lerte nur citate(siete 105,000 


THE CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


This paper in its history of fifty years has a grand record. But 
its circulation now is far greater than ever before. The Agents 
reported.to the last General Conference that it had a circulation 
of 31,000, and that that was the “largest number ever reported to 
any General Conference.” 


Unple7Sithersubscriptionureagued saver ricteye ec isiott eteteie aeeeiaictstsrol> 41,800 
In 1874 its average weekly i ISSUE WAS. + +++ s sees eeeer eee e eens 42,965 
In 1875 St Secon boom oe neoocK wee 50435 


For the year 1876 the circulation of 1875 will be fully main- 
tained, with perhaps an increase of a few hundred—a circulation 
greater than that of any other denominational weekly in the 
world. 


QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


The Quarterly Review, as reported to the last General Confer- 
ence, had a circulation of 3,950; in 1875 it was 4,400, showing an 
increase of 450. In view of this gain in the subscription, and in the 
hope of a still larger circulation among the 10,000 ministers of our 
Church—to say nothing of those laymen who ought to take it— 
we have this year added sixteen pages to its size. While we re- 
gret that the patronage of the Quarterly is so far below what it 
merits, we believe no Quarterly in the country has an equal num- 
ber of subscribers. : 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL ADVOCATE. 


The last General Conference ordered that this paper should be 
issued weekly. On examination we found that the postage law 
then in force so largely increased the postage to be paid on it as 
a weekly as to forbid the carrying out of the order with safety to 
the paper. But to meet the demand of schools that wished a 
paper every Sunday, we began the publication of a monthly called 
the Classmate, which with the Good News, published also month- 
ly, and the Sunday-School Advocate, semi-monthly, furnished 
four papers per month for the schools, and practically complied 
with the order of the General Conference. ‘Since then, a change 
in the postage law rendering it practicable to issue the Sunday- 
School Advocate every week, we discontinued the Good News 
and the Classmate, and published the Sunday-School Advocate, 
as required by the General Conference. The circulation of the 
weekly edition, however, has not been as large as we had ex-_ 
pected it to be. With usit has amounted to only 20,000; while 
in the West it had, when the Book Committee met in February 
last, a list of 52,000. 

The demand for the semi-monthly is much greater; yet it is not 


1876.] Report of the Agents in New York. 547 


quite so large with us as it was in 1872. Its circulation then was 
135,000. In July, 1875, it had 134,000, 

_We doubt if the demand for the weekly will justify its con- 
tinuance, and we do not think the good it will accomplish, that 
could not otherwise be as well done, calls for its continuance, un- 
less it shall be self-supporting. P 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL JOURNAL. 


In reference to this periodical, we can say, with our predeces- 
sors, it “ has been growing in favor with the people,” and this the 
increased circulation from year to year clearly shows :— 


In 1872 it was reported to the General Conference 


BSA AVANE wrel sce tare ere ole Sesse nase sis itor cies 58,000 subscribers. 
is juuby; $S7Fnitoreacheds gale rrcaisetse ates in hte 94,000 sf 
ke PO Role d SeLOdah tk ebeebea aia takes ees I15,000 rs 
So So TO: “ (N.Y.,75,500,Cin.,45,000.). 120,500 s 


It is proper to state, that, prior to 1875, the entire edition of 
the Sunday-School Journal and the Berean Lesson Leaf were 
printed in New York, and the report of the Agents of this Concern 
showed the whole issue of both these periodicals; but during 1875, 
by an arrangement entered into between the Agents of the two 
houses, duplicate plates were furnished the Western Concern, from 
which the western edition has been printed. So that now the 
aggregate circulation can be determined only by combining the 
numbers printed in New York and Cincinnati. 

f 
Tue Picture Lesson PAPER AND BEREAN LESSON LEAF 


Are both very prosperous; the former having increased its cir- 
culation from 39,000 in 1872 to 119,000 in July, 1875, having 
an average issue of 111,000 during the whole of that year; and 
the latter having grown from 420,000, in 1872, to 1,100,000 in 
July, 1875. 

The prospect is that these two periodicals, and also the Journal, 
will suffer no decrease this year. 


NORTHERN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE. 


This paper has not quite kept up its circulation. In 1872 it 
had 14,496 subscribers; its issue now is 12,960. We have not 
aimed to make this paper a source of profit to. the Concern, but 
have allowed the whole of its income to be devoted to the promo- 
tion of its interests. It, has been so far self-supporting, but has 
required all its income to meet its expenditures during the quad- 
rennium, 

Rev. D. D. Lore, the editor, died very suddenly on the 20th of 
June, 1875. In his death was sustained a serious loss’ to Christian 
journalism, as well as to the various interests of our Church. To 
his untiring devotion to the interests of the ‘“‘ Northern,” his ability 
in editing and skill in managing ‘it, must be largely ascribed the 
prosperity of the paper. 
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The duty of electing a successor devolved on the Book Com- 
mittee, but for reasons satisfactory to them no election was 
made, and it was left with us to make temporary provision for the 
vacancy. This was done by employing Rev. O. H. Warren, for- 
merly Dr. Lore’s assistant, to edit the paper, and he has served 
in that capacity, so far as we are informed, with great satisfaction 
to its patrons. 

SALARIES, Etc, 


The last General Conference instructed the Book Agents to 
publish in their Quadrennial Report “the amounts paid on ac- 
count of Salaries to Bishops and other General Conference Offi- 
cers, including Salaries paid Assistant Editors, the amount paid 
on account of Families of Deceased Bishops, and the amount paid 
on account of General Conference Appropriations.” In compli- 
ance with this order, we state that this Concern has paid for the 
four years :— 


I. On the Salaries of Bishops....... BROCCO Ca OmrsC $134,500 00 
2.) Salaries. of WditOTsis Merci). Sshese.ohets ile ciste evclos lese. abatayelcralers 65,669 91 
Bis Book? tA gents: cpaye/c,< tats} « ots ofelarsta ava ctetardieerclede gate tea eee 36,000 00 
Aw ASSISEAIN cS CLLOTS 2s stare crciesalo/aielseklede crore[s molewetetere: Relies 30,311 OO 
5. General Conference Appropriations.............+20-: 15,579 50 


Under this last head we embrace the loss incurred in publish- 
ing the General Minutes, and the cost of the Journal of the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1872. 


DEPOSITORIES. 


In reporting the total sales for the four years ending November 
30, 1875, we show the sales of each Depository of this Concern. 
We will remark, further, that they have been, as a whole, for the 
past four years, as prosperous as in most of the former quadren- 
niums. The results as to Profit and Loss for the three years 
ending June 30, 1875, as shown by our books, have been as 
follows :— | 


San Francisco Depository shows a loss of..............05 $2,007 98: 
Boston ‘a Pop a LOSS 2Ofeatatewe tater eet 13,597 84 
Buffalo “ <) Be SaMnofioe, con snee cee 2,552 20 
Pittsburgh 3 BAIN OL hh oleate cee 7,246 29 


We deem it proper, in order to a full understanding of the case, 
and in justice to the Depositories in Boston and Buffalo, to say, 
that in Pittsburgh the Concern owns real estate, and the Deposi- 
tory there is not charged with rent, as is the case with the De- 
positories in Chicago and St. Louis, where the Western Concern 
owns real estate; while the rental in Boston is $4,500 per year 
and in Buffalo, $2,200. To place these Depositories on a par with 
those that pay no rent, $13,500 must be deducted from the loss 
in Boston, and $6,600 added to the profits in Buffalo. This would 
make the result in Boston a loss of only $97 84, and in Buffalo a 
profit of $8,952 20 for the above-named period, 
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For part of the time the Depository at SanFrancisco did not pay 
rent, and then made some little profit; but since, from change of 
location and sale of real estate, it commenced paying rent, the 
business has been attended with a loss over-balancing the profit 
by the amount above stated. 


° 


PRopOsED DEPOSITORY IN OREGON. 


As soon after entering upon our duties as we found it practica- 
ble, we took into careful consideration the action of the General 
Conference in regard to the establishing of a Depository in the 
city of Portland, Oregon. That action we understand to be man- 
datory only in that it directs, ‘That a stock of books be depos- 
ited in Portland, such as the Book Agents, in their judgment, 
shall deem necessary to meet the demand,” the spirit of which 
positive instruction we have carried out, as will hereafter appear. 

The resolution of the General Conference touching the pur- 
chase of real estate in Portland for depository purposes, though 
unquestionably favoring or recommending such purchase, does 
not enjoin it, but leaves it discretionary with the Agents. 

After collecting all the facts bearing on the case at our com- 
mand here, we consulted with several General Conference officers 
familiar, from personal observation, with the condition of our 
Church in Oregon, and the extent of the demand there for a De- 
pository. They all assured us that it could not be otherwise 
than attended with serious loss to the Book Concern, and ear- 
nestly advised a visit there by one of the Agents before establish- 
ing the Depository. We then brought the matter to the notice 
of our local Committee, who gave us the same counsel. The 
visit was accordingly made, at the time of the session of the 
Oregon Conference, in 1872, and an interview had with the Pub- 
lishing Committee appointed by said Conference, which resulted 
in confirming us in the opinion that we ought neither to purchase 
the real estate in Portland referred to by the General Conference, 
nor establish there a Depository proper. 

A few of the considerations influencing us we beg leave here to 
mention :— 

1. In the entire territory upon which the Depository must nec- 
essarily depend for its patronage, the whole membership of our 
Church, including preachers, traveling and local, was then only 
5,449, and is now but 5,646. | 

2. In a country comparatively so newly settled, where one of 
the first and chief concerns of the population is to provide for 
themselves homes and absolutely indispensable physical comforts, 
we are not warranted in expecting the people to become book 
purchasers to any very considerable extent. aa 

3. When every member of the above-named Publishing Com- 
mittee complied with our request to give what he would regard a 
liberal estimate of the total value of the Methodist books bought 
from all sources during the preceding year in the whole of what 
would constitute the Depository’s patronizing territory, no one 
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named a higher sum than $2,500; and no one gave it as his judg- 

ment that that amount could be more than doubled for some 
years, should the Depository be established. Now, when we bear 
in mind that nearly all of said amount of sales would be to 
preachers, and consequently at the large discount given them, we 
cannot fail to see that the total profit left to the Depository would 
not more than pay the year’s bill of taxes, fuel, and light for a 
store, to say nothing of interest on eee invested, Agent’s salary, 
and other expenses. 

4. We learned that several of our leading ministers in Oregon 
had been successively proprietors of a guast-Depository, keeping 
on hand a very considerable stock of our most salable books, and 
without a single exception each one had, at a loss, sold out his 
stock to his successor. 

5. We found that one of the largest booksellers in Portland, 
and in the State as well, was a prominent member of our Church, 
and kept on hand a very considerable stock of our books, and 
that we could arrange with him to keep a full supply, and fill all 
orders that might be sent to him, at as low rates as a Depository 
possibly could were we to establish one, and that, too, without 
any liability of loss to the Book Concern, or any further invest- 
ment of its capital in real estate. As he could handle our books 
in connection with the rest of his business, without any additional 
cost for clerk hire or store expenses, we decided that the most 
judicious course for us to pursue was to make with him the 
above arrangement, and accordingly entered into it. In that 
manner we have provided for keeping on sale, at depository rates, 
“such a stock of books in the city of Portland as the Book 
Agents, in their judgment, deem necessary to meet the demand.” 
We are thoroughly persuaded that the purchase of real estate 
there and establishing a Depository proper would have proved as 
much in advance of the demand of the times as has been the pro- 
decicd and partially built Northern Pacific Railroad. 


THE SALES OF OUR BOOKS. 


How to secure a more general and extensive sale of the books 
published by the Methodist Book Concern is a question to which 
we have given much thought. It is well known that in all the 
more densely populated portions of the country the pastors no 
longer, to any considerable extent, supply our people, as did the 
preachers in former years, with Methodist books. And no one, it 
seems to us, can fail to see that if the books published by the 
Concern are to have the wide circulation they should have, it 
must be brought about largely through the general book trade, 
into which they can be introduced only by protecting the trade 
by conforming our discount to ministers to what is termed “ the 
professional discount’’ given by publishers generally, and ap- 
proved by the Association of Book Publishers and Dealers, an 
organization now extending quite generally throughout the coun- 
try. In our efforts through a traveling agency to sell our books 
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to dealers, we have been met on every hand by an bjection 
stated substantially in these words: ‘‘We can’t deal in your 
books so long as you make so little difference between your dis- 
count to ministers and that which you give to the trade.” And 
with our present rates of discount the objection is unanswerable, 
the preachers receiving ¢hirty per cent. if paid in ninety days, and 
the trade thirty-three and one third and five, or thirty-six and two 
thirds, for cash in ¢hirty days. So that the ordinary dealer sell- 
ing to a preacher gets but six and two third cents profit on every 
dollar of sales, out of which he must pay freight, interest on stock, 
and other expenses. 

If it be asked, “Why not meet the case by largely increasing 
the discount to the trade?” we answer, Because the inevitable 
result of such a course will be high retail prices, standing directly 
in the way of extensive sales. For when the publisher is deter- 
mining the price he shall put on a book he has just brought out, 
he must take into account not only what it has cost him to make 
the book, but also the discount he must allow to the trade, and in 
that way decide on the retail price; and we repeat, it cannot be 
otherwise than that a large discount necessitates a high retail price. 

Now it is generally admitted by publishers and booksellers, 
that what is needed to give new stimulus to the business is a ma- 
terial reduction in the retail price of books, and the tendency is 
decidedly in that direction: This it is thought publishers will be 
able to make, because it is believed that the cost of manufactur- 
ing must soon be considerably lessened, though at present it costs 
as much for labor—a main expense in book making—as it has at 
any time in the past. 

The demand of our people and the public generally is for 
cheaper buoks, and if the Concern shall be relieved from the 
embarrassments growing out of its present large rates of discount 
to ministers, and so be free to enter the general trade, we are 
confident that there will soon be secured such an increase in the 
sales as to enable the Concern to make the reduction in the price 
of its books so much greater than it otherwise could, that our 
preachers at 20 per cent. discount would get our books at least 
as cheap as they possibly could with the old order of things con- 
tinued. Therefore, we respectfully recommend the General Con- 
ference to order that the rate of discount to ministers on the 
books of the General. Catalogue of the Concern shall be 20 per 
cent. for cash, in ninety days, and that the discounts allowed in 
the dealings between the Book Concerns in New York and Cin- 
cinnati remain as they now are. 


New Books anD TRACTS. 
The new books that have been published by this house during 
the quadrennium are as follows :— 


Of General Catalogue 78, aggregating 22,891 pages, 
Of Sunday-School Catalogue 178, ss 280,937 3 
Tracts 426, ss 4,107 
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Only a small number of the above books are reprints of foreign 
works, and the remainder are original, and copyrighted by this 
house. 

Of the work the house has done in the issuing of the class of 
books first above-named, we may adduce the opinion of our 
Book Editor, Rev. Dr. Whedon, expressed in his last report to 
our Book Committee, that our Concern has never before furnished 
to our people a better or more plentiful literature than during the 
last four years; that it has never been so successful, by the facili- 
ties of publication it affords to our own writers, in encouraging 
and creating a home Methodist literature; and that, even when 
the narrowness of our denominational market disables us from 
publishing the manuscript of a Methodist author, we are often 
able, by the offer of issuing an edition, to secure him an outside 
publisher, and thereby bring him before the broad public. 

As to the Sunday-school publications of this house, we beg 
to refer to a candid and able cretzgue thereon by Professor Wells, 
of Union College, in the last number of the ‘ Quarterly Re- 
view.” 

A full list of all the above publications will be found in the 
Appendix to this report, herewith presented. 


EpiscopaAL FunpD. 


We give below a statement showing the Receipts from the sev- 
eral Conferences on this Fund. The statement embraces the Re- 
ceipts of this Concern to April 26, 1876, and of the Western Con- 
cern to November 30, 1875 :— 


Alshamant.d.aqoesers cat st $24 ,OO WcentuGkey cic tasieacvs satis sie $720 46 
UWA REI ICES CRIED OD ED Oe OF AC 32" 60 | Wexinetonjastersthe.stcyaiceretess 124 19 
BS ALCIMONC cterevole evel steierstteetesete 3,90r 301 Loiistaivay. cosas oer tose 309 70 
CaAlforhia 2 et SR ey 1,219 40) Maifté.... 2.66 SREB LB IG!S 966 94 
Central German............ 1,156 60] Michigan ...0. neues dows. 1,437 76 
Gentral [linois.)< 3:5 00d view oe £,690 24 | Minnesota, .. eis asin «asic oie 768 75 
Central New York......... 25928 -80, 1 MASSISSIPDI. cieitin's soso oe Ghee 161 85 
Central OliGes cracls srciorcisnere ZG ROMOL MMISSOUL comtalc le sr esreceie siete: 61I 22 
Central Pennsylvania....... 45882 19) Nebraskalgec) de sse5 A II4 75 
Chicago German. ....5..... 483 07|Nevada...c...0.: Matdoae. 137 90 
Ghicihnnaths 65.54 cei§ Sates es 2,93E 28), Newari na. osyn cscs te fi 4,067 68 
GBlOTAGO ters Spdei cers yb chic 176 50) New Fingland «2... .c,.-. +. 2,483 18 
Delaware rn ¢.c2a). cole miele 171 45|New Hampshire........... 879 41 
ese IVOmMesst « cael cete cece 1,306" 701 New fetsey..1 re feats omielere 4,518 45 
Detroit ie. feisty ede ee Tj/FO2! T4NINewy Vorkesc5us5 6 deal 26 6,626 04 
Bast Gefifiafid:). 2. o636i. 014. 632-35 |New York: East. cusscst. eazy 7,130 IL 
HG ASD eyIVUALIe stctaters cis) ecowets orese4s 67479) NoxthiCarolinadearcssee as 84 42 
East Oregon and Washington 53 70| Northern New York........ 3,028 22 
ETI Om Arete este le mearoelsreis ears teee 3,234) 20) Northedindiananye an see oeinee 2,033 19 
loridamitern stcittiseeiece sis 33° OG N@rth OIG sel ste ces te ore «os 2,245 12 
Georgia. ais sd SEs sale, bia> 203 15} North-west German........ 364 55 
IBIGIENO AS SS 5 Ga cqdaosennUS 184 80] North-west Indiana........ 2,035 O4 
MNOS sme tes acti eieteree = 3,037 29| North-west Iowa........... 120 61 
Indiana. cs. dccers ee. aoees BjO8G 521 Ohio . 5.56 Gy Asin 4 3,180 22 
WOW asiavetolsterevevere Bintorers ete ipteleie’s 1,452 331 Oregons sntwadesaeceeets 2 376 07 
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| Pittsburehh 0227 fo $5,532 83| Upper Iowa $1,090 
t Fw eS 532 03 | WPPer LOWAL J vow icsids dicate F 37 
Providence ASRS SS CO ae 2, O4 NOTA Nierinonteaes testa neecc Ace «lace Be 75 
Rock River. ie sigais'e =n +s + WE SAOL OANA nonin e seraeranton eee 148 88 
Rocky Mountain iefs arSeleaap ees TO7 50) Washington: «+2 ose6ca4¢ 4.90 871 of 
South Carolina... ieminys jac: 265 34} Western New York......... 2,140 26 
South-eastern Indiana...... TACO 22) Wiest hexasitshe eve aceite 22 80 
. Southern German cP eBae otros Oh 52-35 | Wests Virginia ..0..005.026 757 67 
Southern [llimois... . ds. sa. 1,139) 20) West- Wisconsin... 5.02 cen 520 27 
Solith Kansastii ds. 0 aden 79 69 | Wilmington ......5....-.+4 2,988 77 
South-west Genmansso.c. acs Te LOT OSs WISCONSIN eye oi!i5. 6 nents sae 949 53 
DL eI OUISu enema e/a S ie ah ois «4 ASA. 75a NVVOMING. «hehe oe eee cok 2,978 33 
mMennesseeteetnee ve. cote ok ¢ TOG0gS, (Sundries. 275.0 fee ee oo. 416 89 
LIC ig doch: Wien Rea eae 79 55 — 
PYGyp. stent ooeld ah SEEN 3,441 99 $117,411 49 
The total Payments on this Fund have been...........5 $213,892 60 
Whe total: Receipts asiaboves. ones tric gusctec con sae II7,41I 49 
ATHIOWIE OVELPAIG eras 'sy3e ctovaqrers ticis: ood o Caieace $96,481 11 
PROFITS. 


The profits on the business were :— 


Kor thevyear ending June 30, 1873... 6. .cc.esscoeceene $73,423 84 
‘ " 3s LOA a ctertgts Ge acerca tet oe 78,994 96 
zie WS7h access Sev eedet aan de 67,093 32 





$219,512 12 


If we add to this the amount we have paid out on General 
Conference expenses outside of the Episcopal Fund, and charged — 
to profit and loss, amounting to $15,579 50, it would make the 
profits $235,091 62. 

For the three years ending last June our books showed the fol- 
lowing profits on periodicals :— 


Chinistia Advocates 5.12, tates dada feat baeteel ale mtd $64,118 04 
Sunday-School Journal... osc ndistidied. distalsv ds webleeere y 18,380 51 
Sunday-Scliool Advocates. fxs sta satis o5;85 sayqeiedopeoeleicens 22,948 94 
Sunday SCHOO Classmate tape kaye oye daveie sisfe se Gace es ¢ 0.0.5 17 55 
(CGGOMBIN GIS waste sharers aya's (aja ateve'eisia bile eveitolorers aos &. Sieceve ce ee 2,897 27 
@uarterlyaReVieW...c2 cece Fecscses teres eee seccum He 602 48 





$108,964 79 


In keeping an account with our periodicals we have charged 
them for work and material the rates at which we would have 
done similar work for outside parties. 

There has always been more or less comment on the amount 
of profits made by this Concern. It must not be overlooked that 
there are a great many things done by the Concern that diminish 
the profits, for which the Agents are in no sense responsible; 
such as printing the General Minutes at a quadrennial loss of 
about $12,000, and the Journals of the General Conference at a 
loss of from $3,000 to $3,500. But, leaving these things out, take 
the facts as they are. In this report we show the net profits for 
three years only, ending June 30, 1875, to be $219,512 12. The 
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sales for that period, as shown in our Reports to the Book Com- 
mittee, were as follows :— 


WAT INGW VOLK. uisles care cieletacretercitstd seiaiele siete R sil eves ehexat $1,857,843 72 
At the Depositories.......esee cece eres cece eseeeeeee 596,967 52 


$2,454,811 24 


As to the profits of the business, the result is as follows: We 
have made about 9g per cent. on the whole amount of business 
done both by this house and its Depositories; but deducting the 
sales made by the Depositories, which in the aggregate did not 
increase the profits of the Concern, and considering the total gain 
as made at the New York house, its sa/es will show a profit of 
about 12 per cent. 

Now, since the great object of the Methodist Book Concern is 
not to make money, but to provide for our people, and, so far as 
practicable, for the public generally, the right kind of religious 
literature ; and since the sales of such a house are far more re- | 
stricted than of one engaged in the publication of educational, 
purely literary and scientific, sensational and secular works in 
general; and since the large discount given to preachers necessi- 
tates, to a great extent, the doing of a retail business at wholesale 
prices, the profits of this house cannot but be regarded as satis- 
factory; especially since, for the last two years of unparalleled 
depression in business, they compare favorably with those of the 
largest and best publishing houses in this country. 

The profits of this Concern, except so far as absolutely required 
to meet the present current demands upon it, and to materially, 
each year, lessen its indebtedness, we trust will not be diverted 
from the important work of improving, multiplying, and cheapen- 
ing its publications, and thereby greatly extending its usefulness. 

In conclusion, we desire to say that in this Quadrennial Re- 
port, as well as in the general management of the business of the 
Concern, and especially in the method of keeping its accounts, 
and in our reports to the Local and General Book Committees, 
as well as to the Annual Conferences, we have followed the in- 
structions of the General Conference, except as stated in para- 
graph 435 of the Discipline. The particular instructions in that 
paragraph with which we have not complied we found to be im- 
practicable, and hold ourselves in readiness at any time to assign 
to the General Conference our reasons for reaching such a con- 


clusion. NELSON & PHILLIPS. 
NEw York, J/ay 1, 1876. 
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REPORT OF WESTERN BOOK AGENTS. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH, HELD IN BALTIMORE, May 1, 1876. 


Rev. FATHERS AND BRETHREN :, In accordance with the require- 
ments of the Discipline, we present you our report, giving a state- 
ment of the business of the Western Methodist Book Concern 
during the past four years. In doing so we desire to express our 
gratitude to God for the degree of success that has attended its 
operations during these years of almost unparalleled difficulty in 
financial affairs. While so many business houses have been com- 
pelled to suspend or go into bankruptcy, the Western Methodist 
Book Concern has been able to continue its great and useful work, 
and maintain a credit equal to any business house in the West. 

“ The Exhibit herewith presented, and the account of sales, will 
show you our financial condition on the 30th of November last. 


EXHIBIT. 
Stock on hand: 
Books, bound and in sheets Stationery, etc, Cincinnati, $131,640 89 
Chicago, 34,487 04 














Wg SS oS St. Louis, 16,962 45 
i ee s Atlanta, 6,884 86 
SS 89,975.24 
Presses, eee Type, Printing-paper, etc., Cincinnati, $131,471 31 
Chicago, 7,221 16 
if . - St. Louis, 1,067 97 
BG “ Atlanta, 1,278 46 
; — 141,038 90 
Material and Tools in Bindery in Cincinnati.............+....-- 10,912 81 
SS “¢ Stereotype Foundry in Cincinnati........ 2,090 gO 
Real Estate : : 
Thay (Ciencias toe Oaoonemenceoet coo Loc $178,000 00 
Tn Chicago... cece c esc cc cece seer gese teens cesses 99,376 97 
Tr Seniors ee eee ee sh eGo ees he calves eels 64,350 00 
aS 341,726 97 
Notes and Accounts : 
Ti Chae niehel SS Bead os OU DA OD OURO COs AGU CRE $178,647 34 
Ih Clyrerters) Gua Ge een AOU UCD UOD OOD TOCOUO DUC US OIG 102,634 05 
Me Sie IOOUIS esa id cre civeletelels efereiaiersite nisi etal st acexerereicverere 30,613 72 
MWAH ama) Weds enol ale ober 'clo eta letsteyalessiolinle-s arayein' as iole\s'e:le 7,571 96 
$319,467 07 
Deduct 25 per cent. for probable losses..,......... 79,866 77 
————_ 239, 600 30 
Due from the Episcopal Fundi.:.iiav.e.csare eset eee 30,392 52 
Office Furniture and Safes in Cincinnati............. $2,500 00 
Store and Office Fixtures, Safe, Boilers and Engine in 
Chicago’. 3.0. ve ce cece che edse else sites ee ses 13,030 94 
Office Furniture ANG Gate tM StaMOUlSicrein ay creates I,302 00 
es Atlantayjs\sccccsisicieels 531 11 
—— 17,364 05 
Cash and Drafts on hand..... 2... scccecescccescsncccceccscscecs 16,647 47 


$989,749 16 





556 Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 











Broughttouward eccipee erence eiepe rience et ree $989,749 16 
Notes and Accounts : — ee. f 
TniGincinnatie Feo ake eek oe ser eee . « $383,886 31 
Ibe) (Cimterrexer Acorn Soe oovaddcadcocRGo na nDS Ousa06 66,699 71 
RUT S UE TR OMIS .rictomie ns teeter af ae clo. eles © elelateracetetelstclre 34,864 08 
lh NbN anos ook GOSEAS Ouse boa dsaes OAS T,0L3° 33 
—— 486,463 43 
Net Capitals Noyemberig0, 1075 sc se cie 2 co ct te olereyefs aiiatets clas $503,285 73 
e t tle 7 (ne A vo Oy ORT ETE OO CO COC OS 484,557 50 
Net gain for the year ending November BOTS 75e <depevepaseeieeen as are $18,728 23 
Net Capitals November SG,sio 75a cacti cece niin te lerssieretblers $503,285 73 
& bo US FARRAH lai Sera ate CA. wleiere dare) cheer 422,599 68 
Net gain for four years ending November 30, 1875 ...........-. $80,686 05 


SALES OF BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 


Notwithstanding the general depression of trade during the past 
four years, our aggregate sales have exceeded the sales of the pre- 
vious four years. We regard this a certain indication that they 
will continue to increase when the general business of the country 
shall assume its usual activity. 

The sales of books and periodicals during the four years ending 
November 30, 1875, have been as follows :— 




















Cincinnatisasalesyot BOOKS 1-672 oe ieielaterstalsieleie fetes « $239,232 81 
PAP ETIOMICALSES et soi esctayee ar evehatererehe 207,880 40 

d : —— $447,113 21 
CGilicazor Sales Of BOOKS In) 1872) ow .c cranes cece $80,132 42 
SMP ETIOdICAIS ES haze en Sc sets 95,744 39 

: —— 175,876 81 
Ste louise oalesiol bOOKS INsT S72 vsiey. eiciereetereues= = «us $48,260 63 
SUEEP RE RIOOICAS» tans ane cin ane cya Nie 33,599 37 

——-—- 81,860 00 
Atlanta : Sales of Booksim 1872" 32ss¢22o2ee2es2es2s $4,508 82 
SEPUP CTIOMICALS nS Np ate sieren om chetores eiorretee 4,950 51 

—— 9,459 33 

Total Sales *orsx872' lke See eee keh case aoa ae sien $714,309 35 
Gincinnati; Sales.of Books 1m 1873) <<. «cies sci osc $246,550 61 
Soe Perrodical sc. swantenes see ciate 227,406 67 

To BOF 28 

Chicago mSales,of Books in 1873.1... «<0» sissies $81,522 35 ‘ 

Se Periodicals. ws ics camnset tee ee ate 100,780 53 

: —— 182,302 88 
St, luouis: Sales of. Books in 187324 .bue-cwite ts « coun $40,266 86 
Seepeeriodicals estas can c cottearemerae 47,942 10 

; —— 88,208 96 
Atlantas SalestoteBoolks 1031873... 40s sas wereee oes $6,648 94 
pi eGOdiGal satin a ces tenes er cveem aerate 5,694 84 
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AL otal Sales Tor i687. 3) stetayayezci-sslsusvensvain oieae is toc srs ieia eevee er nee EIN $756,87- 90 
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Cincinnati: Sales of Books in 1874............ee08; $192,568 97 
eee Periodicals Ss). ccccias sere naire 212,121 24 x 

—— $404,690 21 
Chicago; Sales of Books in 1874.......0.seseceuces $84,366 18 
pees CULOCT CAS hs rer areeh sucte oiais or ere tense 101,979 87 

é —— 186,346 05 
St) Louis.) Salesiof BookstinaSy74icusc. oss seee be - $37,469 97 
GU Wal Mera (evshier Np eal amine aiarnican marlon 45,232 [2 

———— _ 82,702 09 
Atlanta: Sales of Books in 1874 .......0ceeeceeeees $5,951 78 
sth Periodicals -46 sas «oc che wteny a tiensiovs 6,510 63 

— 12,462 41 

PROCTER SALCS AOL LOA creel, crsize sictelotas/ple's sa e.nieroleievacelera leis eeiralie ne ote $686,200 76 
Cincinnati: Sales of Books in 1875..........+.200- $182,859 90 
io AReriodicals Cask. J ui hese e blere 217,011 64 

; : —— $399,871 54 
Chicago: Sales.of Books im 1875j:. 6.0... esicseiicesces $88,016 56 
mee CrOCI Cals mumetretacie stacy stastaper-taretots 96,398 38 

A ; —— 184,414 94 
St. Wounis :(Sales.of Books ini87§. . ei). wae eis sas $33,798 71 
“& “Periodicals ‘sis stésies eee aver oe 44,282 12 

—_ 78,080 83 
Atlanta: Sales of Books in 1875 ........--s2s+eeee $4,868 23 
Seem PETTOCIC Al St cums tars eaicielavercqe sisteteoverers 5,478 12 

—— “80,346 35 

Total Sales for 1875... ....+ceeecseesecercc tent ecerccesens $672,713 66 

RECAPITULATION. 

Fotal Sales for 1872 ........... dics byale Ga eke. Wee eiisraviee aiste eka $714,309 35 

oe 5 SEY rte 4 Gd DEG APO a TOO OCH Soe eee 756,872 90 

i THUS PES oe cs HU GOod HU Oo ono UC OAs ooDONORODoOe 686,200 76 

oy ILS FIs OW AIG ON.o AT OOOOOO COU SaoowE Gnd BOS Ca eO NOS 4 672,713 66 

Total Sales for the four years ending Nov. 30, 1875 ......... $2,830,096 67 

“ BC GG TO TEs duro eiliers he 2,801,567 16 

MMCLEASEKOl Sa leSsaetenicisiersehelaloys wieiehslinne « <imveie oie: sieteieie) oteto in ei $28,529 51 


CIRCULATION OF PERIODICALS. 


The circulation of our periodicals was as follows 


November, 1875 :— 


on the 3oth of 


Ladies’ Repository ........ceece cee ee csee ete ceseeees 12,500 
(Golden EhouRsa ery ochicis cis ievdectol ela cieche cts ote “melee ate 5 6,600 
Western Christian Advocate .....,.cee1seeee cere eee eee 19,920 
North-western Christian Advocate ......++-+-24+------- 15,360 
Central Christian Advocate .......cccassessccceserees Tze 
Methodist Advocate. ois cscs 6 sc sects sclcet so rmivie cries 3,102 
Christian Apologist (German) .-....-...+eseee eee e esos 15,200 
House and Hearth (German) .....-.2-see eres eres eeeee 7,500 
Candeb det (Scandinavian) ....--+++s.se sees eee eee eee I,400 
Sunday-School Advocate, semi-monthly (average) ....... 146,000 

a os weekly, BRE GA Worenee ae 52,000 
Sunday-school Bell (German) ... 20.06. ss seeee eee eereee 24,500 
Bible Lessons (German)... ...cesseeeee cree ee ees cecees 17,000 
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Teachers’ Journal..... Put aretel statelstol Creve aleltets tree everett elatets 39,000 
TESSON AVCAVES). .. <p satat dletatetavelclaretein lote/ele #aitcPels els Stele ai sie 9/0 ‘400,000 
Picture Lesson’ Papers... <i... 6 scss ss 00lrs slecice siveiniele 32,300 
Quarterly REVIC Wf fa\n\ne's'oialsleleiolelelofoletelelsieisie(sieisieis)s)¢/s 01 1,050 


GENERAL STATEMENT. 


The value of the real estate of the Western Methodist Book 
Concern is $120,501 11 more than given in our last quadrennial 
‘report, of which amount $7,163 94 has been added by reap- 
praisal. The Book Committee, some time after the last General 
Conference, estimated the value of the real estate in Cincinnati 
at $26,575 86 less, and that in Chicago and St. Louis $33,739 80 
more, than it was in our report four years ago. The remainder 
of the added value, $113,337 17, has resulted from purchases and 
building in Chicago and St. Louis. 

Our aggregate sales of Books and Periodicals for the four years 
show an increase over the preceding four years of $28,529 51. 
This result is more favorable than we anticipated. In addition 
to the effect of those general causes which have disturbed the 
business of our whole country. there is scarcely any part of our 
patronizing territory that has not also suffered from local causes, 
more or less extended. Among other disasters, whole States have 
been devastated by the grasshoppers; wide sections have been 
affected by the drought; and the crops in many of the most fer- 
tile valleys of the West have been destroyed by floods. The 
great body of our people are engaged in the pursuits that thereby 
have been most seriously affected, and the result upon our busi- 
ness has been a decline in the circulation of our family periodicals, 
while, as we have learned from close observation, the volume of 
our book business has been made up of an increased number of 
small orders as compared with those received when the country 
every-where had prosperity. 


CINCINNATI. 


No material change has been made in the real estate at Cincin- 
nati. We have made some effort to sell the old property on the 
corner of Eighth and Main streets, but the market has not been 
favorable, hence we have been unable to find a purchaser at what 
we considered a fair valuation. There are local changes in prog- 
ress that seem to promise an increase in the value of this property, 
and, inasmuch as it is maintained by the rentals, we felt justified © 
in not sacrificing it at present prices. In this, as in the general 
management of the real estate, we have acted in accordance with 
the opinion and advice of the Local Committee. 

Our sales of books and periodicals at Cincinnati during the 
four years have been $1,725,692 24, of which the amount in the 
Book department was $861,212 29, and in the Periodical depart- 
ment $364,479 95, showing an aggregate increase during the four 
years of $102,708 58. While we have only published sixty-two 
new books, the presses, seventeen in number, have been kept 
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steadily employed, partly by outside work, but chiefly in printing 
the books and periodicals necessary to meet the demands of our 
own trade. The job-work is a source of some profit, but its chief 
advantage is in enabling us to command the best skilled labor by 
its constant employment. 

Some attention has been given to the development of a depart- 
ment for the sale of books by subscription, which we opened in 
1871. This business, by its very nature, is limited to a small 
class of books, and as agents, in order to succeed, must make it a 
specialty, it is necessary to accord to them the exclusive right to 
sell. Notwithstanding this, there has been no difficulty in its 
prosecution, and Family Bibles and other standard books pub- 
lished for this department have been a source of profit to both 
our printing-office and bindery. 

During the past six months we have printed the “Sunday- 
School Journals” and “ Lesson Leaves ” for the West from du- 
plicate plates furnished by the Eastern Book Concern, as has 
been the case with the “ Sunday-School Advocate ” for a number 
of years. While this arrangement facilitates the distribution of 
these periodicals, it was chiefly made to save to the publishing 
interests of the Church a large item of expense in transportation. 

Of the $422,599 68 net capital of the Western Book Concern 
four years ago, $272,055 47 was in Cincinnati, which amount was 
reduced by the revaluation at the beginning of the quadrennium. 
The business here for the past four years shows, by our books, a 
profit of $93,311 81. In order to reach this showing, the busi- 
ness has made up the loss from revaluation of the real estate, 
namely, $26,575 86, making the actual profits of the business at 
this point $119,887 67. 


Cuicaco DEPOSITORY. 


At Chicago we have purchased a lot on Washington-street, 
nearly opposite our old one, and erected a building, at a cost, in- 
cluding the lot, of $99,376 97. The lot is 30 feet by 180 feet, 
with an alley on the side and in the rear. The building is 30 by 
165 feet, four stories and a basement. Our old lot was only 20 
feet wide, and the same depth as the new one, but an inside lot, 
rendering a large part of the old building unavailable for want of 
light and means of access other than through the main store. 
Our present building is well lighted from the side alley as well as 
from the rear, which renders all the room not needed for our 
business available for rent. The rooms rented now yield some- 
thing over $2,800 a year, and, in ordinary times, the room not 
needed for our present business would bring not less than $5,000 
a year. We sold the old lot at the same price per front foot, 
namely, $1,600, which we paid for the one now occupied. © We 
bought the lot subject to a mortgage of $38,000, having several 
years to run; the remainder on the lot and building has already 


been paid. ; 
Our sales of books and periodicals at Chicago, during the past 


560 Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


four years, have been $728,940 68. This is less by $134,303 43 
than they were the preceding four years. This is in part to 
be accounted for by the general depression of business, and partly 
from the destruction of our manufacturing resources at the time 
of the fire. We were then running four presses by steam power, 
and were printing all the “‘Sunday-School Advocates” circulated 
in the North-west, which at times reached nearly 125,000 copies, 
semi-monthly; and all the ‘‘ Missionary Advocates ” circulated in 
the West, about 200,000, monthly. This decrease in our business 
is also due to the results of the great fire, such as changing our 
location necessarily several times, losing a large portion of our 
periodical lists, and the general interruption in our system of 
business necessarily caused by losing our connection with many 
of our patrons. For instance, the mail-list of the “ Sunday-School 
Advocate” was destroyed, and many subscribers thereby lost, so 
that the highest circulation reached by it since the fire has been 
78,000 copies, and the average of the weekly and semi-monthly 
edition has been as low as 34,000 copies. Our business is slowly 
gaining; and we may fairly expect it to reach its former amount 
when the usual prosperity of the country returns. 

As a consequence of this decline of trade, as well as from other 
causes, the business at this point has been attended with a loss of 
several thousand dollars. Our books show a loss in Chicago of 
$5,471 50; but this is really but a part of the loss. We have paid 
for rent, before getting into our present building, over $13,000; 
and sundries on account of the fire, consisting, in part, of fitting 
up two stores and printing-office, now abandoned, $6,000. We 
believe that our indirect losses incident to the fire, arising from 
causes named, have exceeded by more than $25,000 the estimated 
loss reported four years ago. We have also lost $5,152 12 by 
publishing the “ Sandebudet,” a Swedish paper, by order of the 
General Conference, and in pursuance with another order paid 
out $924 in support of a Norwegian paper. 


St. Louis DrEposiTory. 


Our sales of books and periodicals at St. Louis during the past 
four years have amounted to $330,851 88. This is an increase of 
sales over the preceding four years of $38,390 46. In view of the 
depression of business, and especially that resulting from the de- 
struction of crops in Kansas and other portions of the patronizing 
territory, we regard this an indication of a healthy growth in our 
trade in this section, and feel confident that the Depository in 
St. Louis will soon be a source of income to the Concern. At 
the time of our report to the last General Conference we had 
only a leasehold there; since then we have bought a property 
on Sixth-street, 75 by 125 feet. There was a building ’on the 
lot, which, by a reasonable outlay, was converted into a good 
business house, large enough to accommodate our business and 
leave considerable spare room to rent. After reserving the room 
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needed for our sales-room, printing-office, mailing-room, and 
editor’s office, we now receive for a part of the remainder $1,660 
annually, at lower rates than would obtain in ordinary times, and 
‘still have considerable spare room, for which a revival in business 
will create a demand. The ground and building, in its present 
condition, cost us $46,350. This was purchased subject to a 
mortgage of $30,000, having several years to run, the remainder 
being paid at the time of purchase and remodeling of the build- 
ing. The leasehold was invoiced in our exhibit of 1871 at 
$6,650. The Book Committee appraised it at $18,000; but this 
was in 1872, before the general decline in real estate. From its 
rentals we have realized about $1,000 a year above the annuity 
and taxes. 


ATLANTA DEPOSITORY. 


The sales of books and periodicals at the Depository in Atlanta 
curing the past four years have been $44,611 87. The circula- 
tion of the ‘‘ Methodist Advocate” has averaged between 3,000 
and 4,000 copies weekly. The loss on the paper and the Deposi- 
tory has been $19,447 98, of which $18,921 19 has been on the 
“ Advocate,” and $526 79 on the Depository. It is proper to state, 
however, that neither could be conducted separately without a 
greater relative loss than has been incurred by the present 
arrangement. A proportion of the expenses now divided be- 
tween the Depository and the “ Advocate” could not be much 
lessened if one of them only should be discontinued. It is not 
probable that a rapid increase of business can be expected here, 
and the continuance ‘of the paper and the Depository can be 
justified only on the ground that the necessities of our Church in 
the South cannot be otherwise provided for. It is for the Gen- 
eral Conference to carefully examine the subject, and decide the 
question of their continuance. 

It is proper, perhaps, to state in this connection, that had the 
Depositories at Chicago and St. Louis been allowed the 50 per 
cent. discount recommended by the Book Committee in their re- 
port to this General Conference, it would have given these De- 
positories a much better showing. It would have added to the 
capital at Chicago, during the past four years, over $25,000, and 
at St. Louis over $10,000, and saved the Depository at Atlanta 
from showing a loss, while it would not have made any change in 
the net capital of the Book Concern, as the net capital of the 
Depositories is counted in its assets. 


MAGAZINES AND NEw Books. 


A change has been made in the “ Ladies’ Repository” to con- 
form it more nearly to what has become the accepted size of mag- 
azines. We have aimed to make it a model of mechanical skill 
and taste, and think it compares favorably with any periodical 
published in the land. We believe there is a future of wide use- 
fulness for it in the field it was designed to occupy. Woman is 

36 
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steadily becoming more prominent in the aggressive work of the 
Church and the humane movements of the age. It is appropriate 
that the Church which has done most to prepare her for and in- 
vite her to this work, should be the pioneer in publishing a pure 
and elevated magazine, dedicated to her in the relations she sus- 
tains in the home, the Church, and society. And now that she is 
honoring her Saviour in more forms of Christian work than ever 
before, there are potent and manifold reasons why this maga- 
zine, long established and widely useful as it has been, should be 
maintained, and its relations to the home and the Church fully 
asserted. 

The “Golden Hours” has not secured the circulation that it 
merits. The recent consolidation of several popular magazines 
for the youth suggests that there is not the demand for this form 
of literature that was supposed to exist. Such a periodical, how- 
ever, is needed, and will, we think, steadily make its way.to a fair 
circulation. During the last year the ‘“‘ Golden Hours ” has been 
mainly under the editorial charge of a lady, who has devoted her 
time chiefly to it. The result of this experiment has been satis- 
factory ; the commendations of the magazine have been frequent 
and gratifying, and the list of subscribers has been materially 
increased. 

The German Magazine authorized by the last General Confer- 
ence was commenced in January, 1873, with the title of “ Haus 
und Herd.” Although only in its third year, it has reached a 
relatively large circulation, and, with the measure of prosperity 
that may fairly be anticipated for it, will become self-supporting 
before the close of another quadrennium. The fact that it has 
reached a circulation of one copy for every five of our German 
membership in so short a time, is due, in part, to the fidelity of 
our German preachers in supplying their people with the literature 
of the Church. The relative circulation of our German period- 
icals, and sales of our German books, when the facts are all con- 
sidered, is creditable both to the preachers and membership, and 
some of the results are seen in the loyal support they give to 
every benevolent enterprise of the Church. A circulation of our 
English periodicals and books relatively as large would soon re- 
sult in a more uniform, intelligent, and liberal support of every 
connectional enterprise of Methodism, and make every depart- 
ment of our publishing interests profitable, as well as useful. 

We have not invested as much in the publication of new books 
as usual during the past four years. But we have rejected no 
manuscript that we considered specially adapted to our Sunday- 
school, family, or ministerial libraries. We have published twenty- 
seven néw works in English, the most of which are designed for 
Sunday-school libraries, though adapted to the wants of the larger 
scholars and teachers. A few of them are doctrinal, historical, 
and other works, which will be prized by ministers, and read in the 
families of our people. We have accepted no manuscripts adapted 
to the juvenile portion of the Sunday-school library, this depart- 
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ment being a specialty of the New York Concern. We have 
added twenty-five new books to the German department, several 
of which are adapted to the juvenile members of our Sunday- 
schools, while others are more especially adapted to the teachers 
and older members of the Sunday-school, and a few will be ap- 
preciated by the ministers. Our observation and experience con- 
firm our belief that there is a demand for a better class of books 
than most of those aspiring to be authors attempt to prepare. 
While we have only increased our list of books by the number 
mentioned above, new editions of many of the best books in our 
Catalogue have been published to meet the now increasing de- 
mand for substantial and instructive works. 


THE Book COMMITTEE. 


The Local Committee appointed by the last General Confer- 
ence for the Western Book Concern is composed of three laymen 
of large business experience, two of the number having, in former 
years, been connected with its business department. These 
brethren have most carefully examined the business of each 
month, and have given a great amount of time and care to the 
details of its management. The Agents have been free to advise 
with them upon our changes in the real estate and other matters 
of special importance, and we have felt specially gratified with 
the thoroughness of their investigation of every department of the 
business. In view of what this Committee has done to become 
possessed of the facts pertaining to the complicated business in- 
trusted to our control, we come to the close of a quadrennium of 
peculiar financial embarrassments with a measure of satisfaction, 
knowing that from their close, faithful, and impartial examination, 
they are able to present a report as to our methods of business 
and their results which will be received with confidence and re- 
lieve us from detailed explanations. It is gratifying to record the 
fact, that during the four years of mutual anxiety and labor, the 
utmost harmony has prevailed in the relations and views of the 
Local Committee and the Agents. Our relations with the Book 
Committee have been pleasant, but we speak particularly of the 
Local Committee because of the frequency of our meetings, grow- 
ing out of the special duties with which they were charged. We 
believe that the experience of the quadrennium has demonstrated 
the wisdom of the General Conference in placing laymen upon 
the Book Committee. 


PROFITS OF THE BOOK CONCERN. 


By the foregoing exhibit it will be seen that the net capital of 
the Western Book Concern, on the 30th of November last, was 
$503,285 73. Its net capital, November 30, 1871, was $422,599 68, 
showing a gain in four years of $80,686 05. Of this gain, 
$7,163 94 was the result of a change in value of the real estate, 
by sale in Chicago, and reappraisal in Cincinnati and St. Louis, 
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leaving the gain resulting from the regular business of the Con- 
cern, $73,522 11. While this is a small gain in ordinary times for 
a common business house, when we take into consideration the 
amount of capital employed, yet we doubt if the average of good 
manufacturing establishments in our country, during the past four 
years, have done as well. All persons familiar with the embar- 
rassments of trade understand how the expenses of a large busi- 
ness cannot be reduced in proportion to the decline in the amount 
of trade; hence, it is often wise to continue a business for a time at 
a loss even rather than to close. It should also be borne in mind 
that our capital is made up in part of real estate larger than is re- 
quired by the business to-day, all of which will be needed in the 
near future if the several interests of Methodism are prospered 
as they have been in the past. Such provision for our growing 
work has had the approval of the Church. 

Though the aggregate of our business for the four years just 
closed is larger than that of any other four years in the history of 
the Western Book Concern, yet there have been changes which 
directly affect the amount of our profits. While there has been a 
decrease of $59,485 85 in the amount of book sales, there has 
been an increase in the number of small orders—whether from 
Sunday-schools ordering libraries, or from other patrons—neces- 
sarily increasing the relative expense of the business, without a 
corresponding return. While the periodical sales have increased 
$89,905 36, there has been a decline in those family periodicals 
which have heretofore afforded a revenue, the increase having re- 
‘ sulted from the new German Monthly, not yet self-sustaining, 
and from Sunday-school periodicals, which afforded us little or no 
profit until since we began, as named above, to print the chief 
ones in the West. 

But it is not just to the Book Concern to measure its profits by 
those of any regular business. It should be kept in mind that its 
business is peculiar, and is not left to the Agents in charge to be 
managed altogether with reference to its financial returns, but is 
to be so conducted as to meet the requirements of the General 
Conference, even when heavy losses are expected to be sustained. 
The design of its founders, evidently, was to furnish the Church 
with the best religious reading at the lowest possible cost, and to 
appropriate to Church purposes all the profits, after retaining suf- 
ficient amount to carry on the business with safety and economy; 
and if the wants of the Church could be met better by directing 
the funds expended in supporting such publications as were nec- 
essary for her education and spiritual improvement than in any 
other way, the General Conference has uniformly exercised the 
right to direct the Agents to make such expenditures, taxing the 
departments of the Book Concern that were remunerative to aid 
such as was not self-supporting, thus making the “strong bear 
the infirmities of the weak.” Hence, in 1840, the General Con- 
ference ordered the “Christian Apologist,” a weekly paper in 
the German language, to be published in Cincinnati. and other 
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German publications, which cost the Concern thousands of dol- 
lars before reaching a paying point; and even some of the pres- 
ent publications, taken separately, are published at a loss; and 
yet, with its business during the past four years amounting to 
$312,397 27, namely, $133,900 71 in books, and $178,496 57 in 
periodicals—an average of nearly ten dollars for each German 
member—who would now say that it was not wisdom to develop 
a German department at the time it was commenced? 

_Also, the General Conference directed the publication of the 
“North-western Christian Advocate,” and the establishment of a 
Depository at Chicago, in 1852. This required a considerable 
outlay, without any returns for a time, and yet, in 1870, the De- 
pository had paid all expenses of its establishment, and acquired. 
a net capital of $87,933 70, which was added to the assets 
of the Western Book Concern. The great loss by the fire in 
1871, by which all its capital, and many thousands more, were 
destroyed, has, we think, only produced a temporary embarrass- 
ment. Notwithstanding a loss, directly and indirectly, of not 
less than $125,000, we are reaching a condition that wili soon. 
begin to return annual profits to the Concern. Even this fire is 
not without its suggestive lessons. All other cities are exposed 
to the same calamity, and it is worthy of cousideration whether, 
from prudential reasons, it may not have been wise to develop 
our manufacturing interests at different points, so that no one 
similar calamity, happening at any place, could bankrupt the 
Book Concern. 

In 1857 the “‘ Central Christian Advocate” was established at St. 
Louis, by order of the General Conference, to meet what was sup- 
posed to be a local want of the Church on the border. For years it 
was published at a great loss, costing the Concern over $60,000; 
but by the establishment of a Depository in connection with it, the 
Depository had become self-sustaining, and was making small re- 
turns to the Concern when the present commercial difficulties 
commenced; and there is every reason to suppose that, as soon 
as the business of the country assumes ordinary prosperity, the 
Depository there will be a source of profit to the Church. 

In 1868 provisions were made by the General Conference, un- 
der which the ‘‘ Methodist Advocate”’ was established at Atlanta, 
and in 1872 the paper and a Depository were established there 
by the General Conference. It has, up to this time, been a loss 
to the Western Book Concern of about $30,000, one half of which 
has been paid by the New York Concern, and it will be for this 
General Conference to say whether it shall be continued. One 
thing is certain, if the paper is continued, it ought to be done 
with the express understanding that such a paper as is required 
to meet the wants of our Church in that region cannot be made 
self-sustaining. It may not be proper for us to express an opin- 
ion on this subject in this connection, but our observation im- 
presses us with the idea that there are local questions that need 
discussing in the South, into which the papers of the North can- 
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not enter; not merely for want of space, or of adaptation to 
the general interests of their readers, but for want of personal 
knowledge of and contact with the stirring events that agitate 
those localities. 

In 1868 the General Conference ordered a paper published at 
Rockford or Chicago in the Swedish language, if it could be done 
without “serious loss to the Book Concern.” After careful ex- 
amination Chicago was fixed upon as the place of its publication, 
and it was published up to the time of the next General Confer- 
ence, at a loss of about $4,487 20, $1,500 of which was paid by 
the Tract Society. The Agents reported the facts to the General 
Conference of 1868, and that General Conference ordered its con- 
tinuance, and all its expenses paid by the Book Concern. At the 
General Conference of 1872, the Agents reported a further loss of 
$4,160 94, making a total loss on the paper of $8,648 14, of which 
$7,148 14 was borne by the Book Concern, and the Conference 
ordered it still to be continued. This has been done, during the 
past four years, at a loss of $5,152 12, making a total loss to the 
Book Concern, during its continuance, of $12,300 26. And this 
expense has been borne by the Chicago Depository. 

In 1872 the General Conference authorized the Agents of the 
Western Book Concern to aid our Norwegian brethren to publish 
a paper in their own language, at an expense not to exceed $500 
a year. It was found that a weekly paper could not be thus sustained, 
hence a monthly paper has been published, to aid which we paid 
the first year, $124; the second, $300; the third, $300; and the 
fourth, $200; making in all $924 during the term. 

It will be seen by these statements that the action of the Gen- 
eral Conference has been quite uniform in looking at the wants 
of the Church, and what ought to be done to meet these wants, 
rather than to the accumulation of the profits of the Book Con- 
cern. Whether this is wise or not is for the General Conference 
to judge. It may be well to consider whether the same policy 
shall be pursued hereafter, or whether these different objects, 
claiming aid from the Concern, shall be abandoned. But one 
thing ought to be settled; namely, if these drafts on the Book 
Concern are a necessity, and are to be continued, then the Book 
Concern should not be expected to show such additions to its net 
capital as might be required from houses of a similar capital on 
which no such drafts are made. 

Besides this, there has been paid during the past sixteen years, 
by the Western Concern, for the support of the Bishops and by 
order of the General Conference for Church expenses, which 
otherwise would have been collected from the people, $103,507 43. 
This amount does not include the advances to the Episcopal Fund 
during the past four years; namely, $30,392 52. 

In keeping with this general idea of furnishing the Church with 
as cheap reading matter as possible, we have made some changes 
in the price of our Periodicals that furnish them to subscribers at 
a cost quite below any other denominational periodicals in the 
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country.. We reduced the “ Golden Hours” from $2 a year to 
$1 60 a year, though it has no equal for the young at $2 a year ‘in 
the United States; the “ Ladies’ Repository” has also been re- 
duced from $3 50 to $3 a year; and the “Haus und Herd” was 
fixed at $2 a year, relatively a low price; we prepay the postage 
on these magazines at the prices named. Wealso prepay the post- 
age on the “Advocates,” and continue them at $2 50 a year, while 
no religious papers in the country equal to them are furnished 
at such rates. We likewise prepay the postage on the “ Apologist ” 
and continue the price as heretofore, namely, $2 a year. This 
item of postage alone, during the past year, on the above period- 
icals, cost the Concern about $10,000, which is, in reality, a reduc- 
tion of about $10,000 on their aggregate cost to the subscribers. 
We have been under the impression that we were acting in har- 
mony with the objects of the Book Concern and the wishes of 
the Church by so doing. 

It is evident we are approaching a crisis in the history of our 
publishing interests. It may be that the question will largely be 
settled by the action of this General Conference whether the 
policy heretofore pursued shall be continued—whether the Book 
Concern, as heretofore, is to be used as an agent of the Church, 
and required to do such missionary work in its legitimate sphere 
as the wants of the Church may demand, and no other agency in 
the Church can be made to perform. If the administration of this 
fund in furnishing the Church with a spiritual and evangelical 
literature at the lowest possible cost, and, in some instances, at a 
loss, has been in harmony with its purpose and is to be continued, 
then the complaints in reference to its not furnishing a sufficient 
profit on the capital invested ought to be regarded as not well 
founded, and probably as made by those who have not carefully 
studied its history and its work. On the other hand, if the policy 
of the Church is to be radically changed in the administration of 
its publishing interests, it may be well to consider carefully how 
the wants of the Church heretofore met by its resources, are to 
be supplied. 


DiscOUNT ON Books TRANSFERRED, 


We feel compelled to call the attention of the General Confer- 
ence to the necessity of a change in the discount given by the 
two Concerns to each other and to the Depositories. Since the 
present rate of discount was fixed, very important changes have 
occurred in the conditions of trade that render the present rate of 
discount inadequate to compensate the party purchasing the books 
of the manufacturers. It is evident that the rates of discount, 
when books are thus transferred, should be such as to enable each 
house and each Depository to furnish ministers, and all other 
purchasers, in their respective vicinities, at uniform rates. Hence, 
they were at first required to furnish each other books at cost; 
but this expressién not being easily understood, as it was not 
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specified what should be counted as making the cost of the book, 
the law was soon changed to a given discount. This discount 
has been changed at different times by the General Conference. 
In the accompanying report of the Book Committee, you will find 
a recommendation requesting the General Conference to so 
change the Discipline as to require the Book Concern at New York, 
and the Western Book Concern at Cincinnati, to change the dis- 
counts to each other, and to all their Depositories, from forty to 
fifty per cent. 

It was evidently the design of the General Conference that 
books should be transferred at manufacturer’s prices, affording 
the party to whom they were transferred a profit on sales to 
agents and to the trade. Under the present regulations the trade 
is furnished at 36? per cent. discount. It is evident, therefore, that 
the Depositories should be furnished at 50 per cent. discount to 
afford a profit that will pay for handling in selling to the trade. 
It should be remembered that the cost of making the stereotype 
plates, which is one of the chief items of expense in making the 
first thousand copies of a book, has to be borne by the house pub- 
lishing it, whether the sales are many or few. But this invest- 
ment once made, any regular market opened for the sale of such 
books that promises a permanent channel of trade should only 
be required to pay a small proportion of such outlay, as the 
‘plates themselves form a part of the stock in trade of the house 
owning them, and therefore a reasonable interest on the invest- 
ment, paid by a branch house, is all that should be required. 

As a general rule, at the rate at which books are now furnished 
the Depositories, the sale of two thousand copies furnishes the 
publishers a sufficient profit to pay for the stereotype plates of any 
book, leaving all the extra profit, derived from other sales, a net 
gain, besides the plates. 

By furnishing each other and the Depositories at 50 per cent. 
discount, there will be a gain on the investment, after a manufact- 
urer’s profit, (not including the cost of the plates,) of from 40 to 50 
per cent., to aid in paying for the plates. That is, on the sale of one 
thousand dollars to the Depositories, four hundred dollars, or five 
hundred dollars in some cases, would go toward paying the in- 
vestment in the plates used in printing the book. While there 
are a very few exceptions to this rule, there are many books, on 
which no copyright is paid to the author, that furnish a still bet- 
ter profit. 

It should be kept in mind that in case the 50 per cent. discount 
is given when these books are transferred, the profit still remains 
in the Book Concern, but is transferred from the manufacturing 
house to where the expense of selling is incurred. It willbe seen 
that the Depositories, under the present regulation, are losing 
money by handling our own books. The same may be said of 
each house in handling the books of the other house. And yet, 
if these avenues of trade were closed, the presses of our publish- 
ing houses would, many of them, have to stop, for it is impossible 
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to sell religious books largely through the general trade. This is 
peculiarly so with our own books, as they are not only subject to 
the ordinary embarrassments of religious books, but are also con- 
sidered denominational, and will continue to be so considered as 
long as the Church exercises a proper control over their character 
by holding Agents and Editors responsible for their soundness in 
doctrine and polity. If our time-honored policy of guarding all 
our publications against exerting an evil influence on the Church 
and the world is to be perpetuated, then such legislation is neces- 
sary as will protect the weaker parts of our system from the pres- 
ent embarrassments attending the handling of our own books. 
Perhaps the reason for this change may be given by simply stat- 
ing that the manufacturers can afford it, and the purchasers need 
it to save them from loss. 


DiscOUNT To PREACHERS. 


In connection with the above subject will necessarily come up 
also the question of changing the discounts to the preachers. 
This has been considered to some extent by the Book Com- 
mittee, and will doubtless be referred to by therm in their 
report. 

It will be seen, by careful examination, that the present system 
requires us, In dealing with the preachers, to carry on largely a 
retail trade at wholesale prices, and to doa credit business at 
cash rates. In selling to the preachers, we are in the practice of 
giving them ninety days’ time, charging the goods at credit rates, 
but allowing extra discount and settling at cash rates if paid within 
the ninety days. We also give them the same rate of discount on 
a single book as on a large bill, and on a large bill composed of 
one book of a kind as on a bill composed of many books of the 
same kind. 

This regulation is not an accident, but has been adopted after 
careful examination into the peculiar nature of our business. It 
is designed, by doing this, to furnish our people with reading 
matter in such a way as to supply the poor as cheaply as the rich, 
and small and poor Sunday-schools on the same terms as the 
larger and more wealthy ones. bai 

It is further understood that, in addition to aiding in the circu- 
lation of our books, all the preachers are the authorized agents of 
our periodicals; and any benefits resulting from the system of 
supplying them with books, either for their own use or to circu- 
late among their congregations, is a part of the general plan to at- 
tach them to the Book Concern, and to secure their aid in supply- 
ing our people with its publications. y 

While we see very much left undone by many of the preachers 
that seems to us ought to be done to circulate our periodicals and 
books among our people, yet, when we compare their circulation 
with the circulation of others as strictly denominational as our 
own, we are compelled to believe that no other system adopted as 
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yet by any denomination has, taken all in all, as many advantages 
as our own. 

While the present system may be defective, it is a serious ques- 
tion whether the remedy hes in charging the preachers more for 
their own books. The reason assigned for so doing chiefly is, that 
the present discount allowed to the preachers interferes with our 
selling to the general trade. While this may be true to some ex- 
tent, we think the instances are very few where such dealers as we 
would care to trust would raise this objection. At the rate the 
trade is furnished with our books, dealers can make about ten per 
cent. on their investment, and sell to the preachers at our cash 
rates; namely, thirty per cent. discount. And we think but few 
dealers would fail to see that this rate, on what few books the 
minister needed for his own use, was a sufficient profit, when by 
it the influence of the pastor and his congregation was secured to 
his trade. 

We feel assured this objection is very much overestimated, as 
from our experience and observation it is exceedingly difficult to 
circulate religious books through the general trade. This is espe- 
cially so in the West, as not one tenth of our sales are made to - 
the trade ; and we deem any concession to less than one tenth of 
our customers, that will be objected to by the other nine. tenths, 
as unwise, even when only a very few of that class representing 
the one tenth complain of our present plan. It should be remem- 
bered that our preachers are in all parts of our general work, and 
can thus reach every family and every Sunday-school in the coun- 
try, while dealers are usually confined to a few of the large towns 
and cities. It isnot probable that we can ever do a large busi- 
ness with the trade in religious books. 

We incline to the opinion that any changes contemplated to in- 
crease our trade that will in any way tend to lessen the attach- 
ment of the preachers to the Book Concern, or their interest in 
circulating its publications, should not be adopted without very 
careful consideration. Our present system has been successful in 
gradually increasing our trade; and even during the four years 
just closed, notwithstanding the general depression in business, 
the sales of the Book Concern have been greater than during any 
other four years since its establishment. 

Would it not be well to inquire carefully whether the resources 
of the Church that may be made to operate in harmony with the 
present plan for circulating the publications of the Book Concern 
have been thoroughly exhausted? It is not probable that the 
traveling preachers can be induced to take hold of the work of 
selling books or circulating the periodicals of the Church in the 
same manner, to the same extent, as formerly. Indeed, there are 
many reasons that need not be named here why this is not prac- 
ticable. But is there not an opportunity for the preachers to do 
very much to aid in circulating the publications of the Church, in 
a way that will be in perfect harmony with the work of the minis- 
try at the present time? We think all observing and reflection 
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pastors and laymen must be convinced that there was never 
greater need for just such information as the publications of the 
Book Concern only can give than there is at present. The im- 
portant interests of the Church are largely sustained by those 
members who keep informed of her wants and her successes 
through our own Church organs. Thousands among us know but 
little of the real work done by the Church, or to be done by her, 
and consequently are not disposed to contribute, either spiritually 
or financially, to aid in carrying out the general plans for advanc- 
ing her interests, as they would do if properly informed. 

While, therefore, it is made the duty, by the General Confer- 
ence, of every pastor to preach on the subject of Missions and 
Education, and to present the cause of Sunday-schools, Church 
Extension, Freedmen’s Aid Society, and all other special interests 
of the Church, would it not be in harmony with our economy to 
devote one service each year to presenting the great and impor- 
tant work of the publishing interests of the Church? How many 
of those who profess religion and unite with the Church fail to 
become exemplary and useful Christians for want of useful read- 
ing, or perhaps by reading such books and periodicals as are pos- 
itively injurious to a religious experience! 

Is it not possible, also, to supplement this work of the ministry 
by a class of book stewards, who shall be officers of the Church, 
having it for their special work to see that each family is supplied 
with such reading as may be needed for their spiritual instruction 
and improvement; and when such book stewards shall be travel- 
ing ministers, legalize such appointments when made by the 
bishops? Such book stewards could, with propriety, embrace sev- 
eral charges in their field of labor, and should be men, whether 
ministers or laymen, who could make the work self-supporting by 
the commissions received from the publishers. It would, of course, 
require much care in so adjusting this work as to allow such pas- 
tors as now attend to this duty among their people to continue to 
do so without molestation. But there are thousands of our peo- 
ple, in all parts of the country, without religious books for their 
families, that might be readily induced to purchase large and 
valuable libraries for their own use, if they could be properly 
informed as to the useful reading furnished by our own publish- 
ing house. 

Much might be done by the same persons to encourage the es- 
tablishment of libraries for our Churches adapted to the adult 
members of the congregations, or, what would be still more de- 
sirable and useful, Church libraries that should comprise books 
alike for the youth and adults in the Sunday-schools and congre- 
gations. We have already encouraged the formation of such 
libraries, and the suggestion has met with some favor; but to 
succeed, the initial work must receive a measure of attention that 
the pastor may not find it possible to bestow; in such case the 
book steward would be of service both to the pastor and the 
Church. In many towns where no public libraries exist, this 
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work could be easily accomplished ; and in many where they are 
favored with public libraries, they fail to meet the wants which 
such libraries as we are now contemplating would surely do. 
Perhaps it will be impossible to perfect such a system by simply 
legislating without experience. But is not the object sought to be 
obtained of sufficient importance to take some steps to inaugu- 
rate it, even if imperfectly? And would not a little experience 
soon develop the most feasible plan to reach the end desired ? 


CREDIT TO THE PREACHERS. 


Another subject to which your attention is called by the Book 
Committee is, that of extending credit to the preachers. This 
question is beset with many difficulties. It cannot be questioned 
that we have too large an amount of our capital outstanding in 
notes and accounts, and any action that can remedy the evil, 
without producing a greater one, will be a great benefit to the 
Concern. But it is a question whether special legislation on this 
subject can reach the end desired. 

It is quite possible that the evils may be overestimated when 
only the amount due us is considered, without looking at the le- 
gitimate working of our system of trade, and that for a series of 
years. It will be remembered that nearly all our trade passes 
through our books, as we give ninety days’ time to the preachers 
to secure cash rates; and it will be seen, by comparing our claims 
of notes and accounts with our sales, that we have standing out 
between five and six months’ business. In looking over the 
business of the Western Book Concern for the last sixteen years, 
we find the following results: 


There was due the Concern, on Notes and Accounts, atthe time 








of making up the exhibit for November 30, 1859.......--. $105,979 09 
SalesuLOni TOS OMO!LS 75 \e cae vie sicrele celine ors einie cepa ciel cloeswione te tae 9,319,023 26 
Total amount of Sales and Notes and Accounts............... $9,425,002 35 
Due-us:on: Notes:and Accounts) in 18753 65S s.3 «0.6, 6 see ei 0 aoe 319,467 07 
Amount disposed of injsixteen years. sect ce sae cen ola cimene $9,105,535 28 
@Charged*to: Profit andwllosss cea cere's saree osetia etic e eee ets 29,982 38 
Leaving as actually collected............ bilshaibioie’ sishels muatele «ate. $9,075,552 90 


This shows that there has been charged to profit and loss less 
than one third of one per cent. on the business, and that there 
was standing out, in notes and accounts, about the same relative 
amount to a single year’s business in 1875 as in 1859, namely, not 
far from five months’ business. While nearly all our business 
goes through our books, and is, therefore, really a credit business, 
and three months is given to secure cash rates to the preachers, 
it does not seem au unreasonable amount to have five months’ 
business standing out at any one time. 

By reference to the general Exhibit it will be seen that we 
reckon among our assets, as the value of our notes and accounts 
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only $239,600 30—or only what is equivalent to about four 
months’ trade. From the experience of the past, and the per- 
sonal knowledge we have of the accounts of the Concern, we 
consider the reduction of twenty-five per cent. made for probable 
losses to be ample, and even greater than the experiment of col- 
lecting will prove to be necessary. Yet it is better to err on the 
safe side, and to keep our assets at no higher figures than their 
actual value will fully warrant. 

We leave these suggestions with the General Conference, with 
the conviction that the nearer we can keep to the original design 
of the founders of the Book Concern, and administer its impor- 
tant trusts in harmony with the great purposes of its organization, 
the greater blessing will it prove to the Church and to the world. 

Hircucock & WALDEN, Agents. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT. 


‘In pursuance with the instructions of the last General Confer- 
ence, we publish herewith the amounts paid by the Western 
Methodist Book Concern on “ account of salaries of Bishops and 
other General Conference officers, including salaries paid assist- 
ant editors, the amount paid on account of families of deceased 
Bishops, and the amount paid on account of any General Con- 
ference appropriations.” 

We report the amount paid to the Bishops, and the families of 
deceased Bishops, from June 1, 1872—when the present provis- 
ion for these expenses went into effect—to November 30, 1875— 
three and a half years—and the other expenditures named, for 
the four years ending November 30, 1875, as follows : 


Bishops’ Salaries for 34 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875.....-+---+-++- $63,283 00 
Bishops’ Traveling Expenses for 33 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875... 6,262 54 
Agents’ Salaries for 4 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875........--.++-. 32,000 00 
Agents’ Traveling Expenses for 4 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875..... 272043) 
Editors’ Salaries for 4 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875..-...+..---++- 94,666 67 
Editors’ Traveling Expenses for 4 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875..... 2,161 02 
Assistant Editors’ Salaries for 4 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875....... 24,512 12 


Book Committee’s Expenses for 4 years, ending Nov. 30, 1875.... 2,458 85 


MNO talererecissivoi clei cfesteiers a RRO OLA ae RENE RE RENE $228,065 63 
Hitcucock & WALDEN, Agents. 
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REPORT OF THE BOOK COMMITTEE. 


To THE BisHops AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE METHODIST EpiscopAL CHURCH IN ee CONFER- 
ENCE ASSEMBLED: 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The Book Committee appointed 

at the General Conference of 1872 beg leave respectfully to pre- 

sent the following as their report for the quadrennium ending 

May 1, 1876 :— 

The Committee met for organization in Brooklyn, June 4, 1872; 
W. H. Hunter was appointed Chairman, and F. G. Hibbard, Sec- 
retary. Subsequently I. D. King was appointed Secretary; and 
in consequence of his illness, M. J. Talbot was elected to this 
office in February, 1874. 

A vacancy occurred in the Committee on occasion of the de- 
cease of I. D. King, which, in 1875, was filled by the election of 
J. B. Graw. G.J. Ferry resigned his position as a member of the 
local Committee at New York in February, 1874, and his place 
was filled, at the same session, by the election of James Strong. 

In accordance with the disciplinary regulation, the Committee, 
at the first meeting, divided its members into two sections. The 
Eastern Section comprised the representatives from the first, sec- 
ond, third, fourth, fifth, and eleventh districts; and the represent- 
atives from the sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth, tenth, and twelfth 
districts constituted the Western Section. This arrangement has 
continued through the term, as no method of division more in 
accordance with the spirit of the rule on this point has been sug- 
gested to the minds of the members. 

The General Committee has held regular meetings in February 
of each year. Each Section has met semi-annually; and each 
local Committee has held regular monthly meetings in which the 
business of the respective Concerns has been examined in full 
detail, as exhibited in the monthly reports presented by them to 
the General Conference. 

It gives the members of the general Committee great pleasure 
to bear emphatic testimony to the very valuable aid rendered by 
the Local Committees at New York and Cincinnati, and to the at- 
tention: which, at much expenditure of time and labor, they have 
given to the details of the business intrusted to them in connec- 
tion with the two publishing houses. 

The reports which, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Discipline, have been presented by us to the several Annual Con- 
ferences, (copies of which, marked A, accompany this report and 
constitute a portion of it,) show, in considerable detail, the con- 
dition of the Methodist Book Concern in New York, and of the 
Western Book Concern in Cincinnati, from year to year. 
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We have much gratification in bearing our united testimony 
to the efficiency, faithfulness, and general acceptability of the 
Agents and Editors appointed by the General Conference of 
1872, and to the pleasant relations which have been maintained 
in all our intercourse with them. Great liberty must of necessity 
be allowed those in charge of our Church papers. Whether this 
has, in all cases, been used with proper discretion, and in the 
spirit of true loyalty to all the interests and the established polity 
of the Church, is for the General Conference to determine. We 
take the liberty, however, of expressing our dissent from the ut- 
terances that have occasionally appeared in the columns of one of 
our Church papers, that seem, at least, to be calculated to attack 
and undermine certain of our cherished denominational views and 
institutions. 

We have to record the death, in 1873, of Dr. Nelson E. Cob- 
leigh, Editor of the Methodist Advocate, published at Atlanta, 
Georgia; also, in 1875, of Dr. D. D. Lore, Editor of the Northern 
Christian Advocate, published at Syracuse, New York. The va- 
cancy occasioned'by the decease of the former was filled by the 
election of Dr. E. Q. Fuller, Bishops Foster and Merrill being 
present and approving. The Agents at New York, with the sanc- 
tion of the Book Committee, have temporarily supplied the va- 
cancy at Syracuse by the appointment of O. H. Warren. 

The sum estimated for the support and traveling expenses of 
the Bishops has been duly apportioned from year to year among 
the several Annual Conferences. The following statement, fur- 
nished hy the Local Committees, will show the result thus tar; it 
being understood that the report from the Western Concern is 
closed on November 30, 1875, and that from the Concern at New 
York, on April 26, 1876; but the latter includes the payment of 
salaries to May 31. 


RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS. ON EPISCOPAL,FUND AT NEw YorK. 























Year. . Receipts. ce ed the Balance Due. 
1872-73. .0eeee. $15,951 52 $35,976 76 $20,025 24 
MO 79 — Tale aie erscs aie 23,561 I9 BT, Boba 13,760 05 
WOTA—7Bisisens eral ete 20,765 53 36,866 76 I6,IOI 23 
MO '7 57 Onn ciel olateke 17,965 08 34,182 30 16,217 22 

Motalc iva cca $78,243 32 $144,347 06 $66,103 74 

- 

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ON EPISCOPAL FUND AT CINCINNATI. 
EOD tne chalsiorcues $1,979 23 $10,010 48 $8,031 25 
MGIB etcte rae felisienclaly 13,849 34 20,643 19 6,793 85 
Heri Ss rigieh Ocboe an 17,497 46 22,882 87 5,385 41 
Gi Gie het etsaeitiskel ais II,069 00 21,151 OL ; 10,082 OL 

Total........ $44,395 03 $74,687 55 $30,292 52 


From this it appears that there has not only been a large an- 
nual deficiency, but that, during the last year especially, this defi- 
ciency has considerably increased, amounting in the aggregate at 
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present to $96,396 26. It will be necessary for the General Con- 
ference, in pursuance of the action of the last General Conference, 
to make provision for this deficiency. The Book Committee has 
made earnest efforts, from time to time, to call attention to this 
subject and secure increased collections, and we are of the opinion 
that some more effectual method should be devised for raising the 
requisite amounts in future. At its session for 1876 the Committee 
adopted the following :— 

Resolved, That it is the judgment of this Committee that the 
support of the Bishops should be entirely separated from the Book 
Concern, and that they should be supported exclusively by the 
Church. 

It may be proper to state that at our annual meeting in 1874, in 
view of considerations which seemed to justify the same, the Book 
Committee took the liberty of suggesting the propriety of a change 
of the place for holding the current session of the General Con- 
ference. It is gratifying to know that this movement has met the 
concurrence of the authorities of the Church especially interested 
in the matter. ‘ 

Our experience and observation seem to justify us in making 
the following suggestions in reference to the publishing interests 
of the Church, which have been acted on at our regular sessions, 
and are respectfully recommended to the consideration and action 
of the General Conference :— 

In order to obviate the requirement of semi-annual meetings of 
the Sections, (which appear to us to involve, in many instances, 
unnecessary expense in both time and money,) to strike out from 
paragraph 442 of the Discipline, the words “semi-annual meeting,” 
and insert instead the word “‘meetings.”’ Also, in paragraph 444, 
to read the last clause as follows: “And each Section shall have 
an annual meeting on the day preceding the annual meeting of the 
Book Committee, and at such other times as it may elect; or at 
the call of the chairman of the Section, whose duty it shall be to 
make such call at the request of any three members of the Section. 

In reference to discounts and credits :— 

Resolved, That we request the next General Conference to fix 
the discount on books to preachers at existing rates, and to au- 
thorize that the trade discount be allowed to the preachers who 
sell our books. 

Resolved, That we regommend the General Conference to so 
change the Discipline in reference to books as to require our pub- 
lishing houses to give to each other, and to their several Deposi- 
tories, fifty per cent. discount on all bound books of their own 
publication on which forty per cent. is now allowed. 

Resolved, That it is the judgment of the Book Committee that 
the system of long credits which now exists should be changed. 
We therefore earnestly recommend the General Conference to so 
change the system as that no person shall receive a credit unless 
his entire indebtedness be paid at the meeting of his Annual Con- 
ference. 
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Leesolved, That the Agents of the Methodist Book Concefn be 
instructed to refuse any and all persons further credit who may 
fail to pay in full the amount falling due at the meeting of their 
respective Conferences. 

It also recommended to the General Conference to provide some 
proper method of procedure in the case of preachers who are in- 
debted to the Book Concern and fail to make payment as con- 
templated in the Discipline, so that the action.in such cases may 
not be identical with that on accusation of crime. 

In the methods of transacting business with preachers the Com- 
mittee discover the greatest obstacles to the sale of our books 
through the usual channels of the trade, and have endeavored to 
devise measures for such an adjustment of those methods as would 
be just to all parties in interest, and at the same time increase the 
circulation of our literature by those methods which secure to 
other publishing houses access to the general market and to the 
notice of book buyers in general. With this purpose in view, the 
Committee recommend the General Conference to take into con- 
sideration the propriety of special efforts for the circulation of our 
books, in addition to those now made by our Depositories and 
preachers. 

Herewith is given an abstract of the monthly reports and an- 
nual exhibits for the past four years, showing the results reached 
by the Local and General Committees in their examinations held 
from time to time by order of the General Conference :— 


. 


MetTuHopist Book CoNCERN, NEW YORK. 














1872. 1873. 1874, 1875. 
Notes and Accounts.. $428,371 50 $388,733 02 $467,861 85 $404,584 97 
Less 25 percent... 107,092 87 97,183 25 *103,442 73 IOI,146 24 
$321,278 63 $291,549.77. $364,419 12 $303,438 73 
» Assets and Liabilities: 

Net Assets....... $1,470,294 17 $1,569,776 22 $1,623,368 66 $1,684,732 93 
(abilities. ihs. cia. 676,119 00 702,177 21 676,774 69 671,045 64 
Net Capital....... $794,175 17 - $867,599 Of $946,593.97 $1,013,687 29 








Debts of Depositories 
to NV. Y. Concern: 





PBOSLOM Wee cerce sete 3 $51,517 47 $54,633.51 $53,155 75 $47,212 21 
Buffalo. i. .023 <2. 30,879 15 35,072 59 38,852 47 39,017 26 
Pittsburgh........ 52,483 15 55,123 69 53,405. 70 53,915 88 
San Francisco..... 24,969 75 29,982 47 32,407 88 _._ 37,986 75 
Gain and Loss : 
INE Wn Oller krccuniere tan ioral etoratelens G $72,641 64 G$78,599 31 G$74,078 13 
Ione 5 Ropacremraa ls | ocacucc EE ERAT BxO Tas ase 7h 75 len | AXSAS,02 
ES UUAEALO Fr gor ca oie sc cea en uesel oiekalp G 2,373 88. G, 1,902,060 £1,723 34 
Pi Sinha dingeetiacoy | Haaddtlas G 2,932 49 G 710 42 G 3,603 38 
SanebanCisCO.. 4 «1 Whe clatevasleisie G 95393 G 1,05492 L 4,016 83 


* Less the discount on the increase of the debt of the Western Book Concern. 


37 


578 Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


WESTERN METHODIST BooK CONCERN. 


1872. 1878. 1874. 18785. 
Notes and Accounts. $360,261 36 $313,293 75 $306,290 99 $319,467 07 
Less 25 per cent. 90,065 34 78,323 44 76,572 75 79,866 77 























INGEN eetonisk ae $270,196 02 $234,970 31 $229,718 24 $239,600 30 
Assets and Liabilities: 
NSSELSha/staisie css $010,154 31 $980,217 01 $973,638 17 $989,749 16 
Liabilities. 2... "442,735 09 495,268 90 489,080 67 486,483 43 
Net Capital..... $467,419 22 $484,948 11 $484,557 50 $503,265 73 
Lndébtedness of Depos- 
ztortes to Cinctnnatt. 
ChicavOn,. sere $136,158 68 $149,493 44 $160,774 11 $185,385 46 
SEs LOUIS: citer srs) 70,279 32 72,982 56 71, 0L3)27, 74,551 53 
AtYanitars epee. c 27,214 73 34,987 53 40,403 20 45,600 83 
otal \eetettecete s $233,652 73 $257,463 53 $272,790 58 $305,537 82 
Gain and Loss: ; 
Cincinnati. ..... G $43,340 98 *G $1,475 38 G$13,985 92 G$37,596 10 
Chicag On tare vate G 5,353 45 tG14,40350 L 6,283 79 L. 9,670 33 
iS OUTS ieee etvecis G 1,05605 ¢G 7,591 17 L 2,38061 L 4,331 02 
‘Atlantasveut es. EX 4,030'94" 05,041 10525 57701 oie!) Assbors2 











During more than half of the quadrennium all the currents of 
ordinary business have been almost stagnant through an unwonted 
financial depression. Yet the business of our publishing houses 
has been so wisely conducted that a balance has appeared, each 
year, on the favorable side of the ledger. The number of bound 
volumes published has been greater than ever before, numbering 
two hundred in the four years. The issue of periodical pablica- 
tions, tracts, and Sunday-school requisites has largely increased, 
and amounts to a mass of reading matter amazing to those not 
previously conversant with the facts. The periodicals, as a whole, 
are not only self-sustaining, but a source of income, some of them 
to a very gratifying amount. 

Although the depositories have not, in every case, been pecu- 
niarily profitable, as they are a means of contributing to the cir- 
culation and moral effect of our publications the Committee have 
not felt free to suppress any of them, though, from our careful ex- 
amination of the working of those already established, we should 
earnestly advise against the establishment of additional deposito- 
ries or Church papers at present. We especially recommend that 
the General Conference instruct the Agents to make no further in- 
vestments in real estate. 

; W. H. Hunter, Chairman, 


BALTIMORE, Mp., AZay 1, 1876. M. J. Tatgor, Secretary. 


* The appraisal of real estate at Cincinnati was reduced by the Book Commit- 
tee $26,575 86; otherwise the gain would have been $28,051 24. 

+ For sale of real estate $22,000 were realized more than it appeared in report 
of 1872 ; otherwise a loss of $7,596 50 would have been the result. 

¢ The real estate at Locust-street, St. Louis, was appraised $11,739 80 more 
than it appeared in report of 1872; otherwise a loss of $4,148 63 would appear, 
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MISSIONS. 


46,—sou rnal, page 156. 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MISSIONARY 
COMMITTEE. 


RECEIPTS FROM ANNUAL CONFERENCES AND MISSIONS DUR- 
ING THE YEARS 1872-1875, 









CONFERENCES. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. Total. 

PAA AINE: ibe ee als's aol letehe orn $145 90 $93. 65 $1389 75 $172 65 $551 95 
PATIZON A. slate Pelcisie Vin cl Caaa [oes Noles Deets tits sere « 500 . 120 75 125 75 
IAT RO WEIS Notes Kinlelate/oia ciciaim wieistekane oy oe ateietate wore 416 75 846 10 388 20 1,146 05 
BOM EyFANOMBONE Al’ Sc plaeiacs, Ae eeemee: | hilsMeene. “slekaeeelte. Soca econ myeE eee teat. 
Baltimore....... SOS SESES Cab Spnomes 80,775 98 31,605 65 31,575 49 = 26,547 99 120,505 11 
“LULZ ET GOO. OED ta CAE Aes CONG TOL gS ee Imm Sa SCSI aR ANE aT aaa Pg Pm ty 1 |e A 
Califormiae ode ac avath)=icr\ueerste slo ove. 605 15 5,791 88 = 6,827 59 5,641 74 18,265 81 
Central German........... Ae oicd 6,543 90 6,206 37 —-5,858 20 6,442 93 24,546 40 
Central Tinos ier. - doe esc ole 12,204 10 12,767 87 12,875 83 18,788 65 51,085 95 
Central New Worker) .5 s2c 2s e.. 22,700 79 15,512 SO 14115 S1 14,157 30 66,586 70 
@emtral Ohig yy eee cence aus views erates 10,799 27 12,500 at 11,857 24 12.8389 22 47,996 64 
Central Pennsylvania.............. 18.440 12 19, 498 7 19,301 21 18,074 11 75,314 16 
Ohicaso Germanys: «2 scale. « 1992 20 9,315 0 2,347 18 2,749 42 9,403 80 
Cincinnati 0.2 o.\iere'e «6210/6 -. (19,484 10 17,989 68 16,925 07 19.609 80 73,958 65 
Colorado.... os 514 10 =1,417 80-1480 42 1,885 45 4,747 27 
Delaware....... eee . 804 40 571 62 980 52 690 58 2,99T 12 
MVGUIMAUKS cree sees veetie sence ec en Meee bomen ep ce ema 446 60 472 05 918 65 
DES MOMNeS rete aesicielele Tals ae miaeoatns 2772 51 8,629 78 = 4,029 43 5,450 96 15,882 68 
Metrol tides rect aeyeyetna: ioe inte ottine 8,874 68 8411 97 7,818 70 7,405 60 82,505 95 
East German......... BicGeress setae « 3.279 27 = 3,718 TL 4,391 85 8,955 T1 15,340 54 
Mast Nain ess ma aletea visi cee oie «1010 2,543 22 2,798 85 2,502 05 2,449 92 10,288 44 
Hast Oregon and Washington.:.... © 22.2000 © “sees ece = 887 50 704 75 1,042 25 
ETA Ok iepetaets ’s 2 etevols titel sPeete'« wlelers cralepavefoce 17,915 87 1638514 14,857 54 12,582 42 61,240 97 
LY iat CAA ae SAA an SSR ennCecEmnS Beste GAOL Nadie seas 431 39 958 89 
Foochow (Hast China)...........2. -+-.-+ Ce Ares NOONOO, = Seisock at 100 00 
Geoncingeeer es cue taastne coors, 316 70 18 20 844 50 488 45 1,162 85 
Germany and Switzerland......... 2.2... 603 34 937 67 1,366 67 2.907 68 
EL OISLOU Ne ee tae avers atta ofl cleialetretele 891 21 1,696 09 20 00 2,418 99 5,021 29 
Illinois 16,704 20 1% TTL 87 16,884 67 17,862 18 68,722 87 
Miia eee Ae etcetera kis SORE | tebe ep Bi RO PANY fy 6 ee ieeltace 1,367 85 

Indiana.. 7,634 23 8,006 29 8,040 80 = 8, 891 45 32,072 QT 
Ral yee ee cc seco les one cet Gal ge Re ey Set atiae dae cies t | | hair tces em meee 
Towa eS rence cine cianaaae as 6,687 23 6,058 91 6,358 79 7,492 05 26,596 98 
CNA DAI ae toon cleia cicveinie oye EPIRE TERE EINES EIN 8 ater neicas - ': Baahatene « | USS ere 
Ranean 8,074 42 2,918 56 1,733 19 =: 1,098 01 8,814 18 
TMGMITUIGIRY 5 /eh tors cotrajerstals a sig iri sinslatet« 2,092 83. 2,848 23 2,572 5S —-.2,875 90 9,884, 04 
Kefticsienns (ContranyOnina).-geeakts 0 welsiaeartees © psteleatedaed b — Gviele tere 6 > nore home te Tie Ree ey 
exINO TON. terete cesta <coteta tele siaferss 62 50 66 95 196 51 124 30 450 26 
Moria sce seein eeictieeevotetsatarste:s aida ciate aii”. du Melaieteteleier® Swenetrets 80 00 80 00 
Louisi: MELD cole ee eateaic ec claves rietets © 884 80 727 %2 S876 95 538l 20 8,020 67 


4,588 77 5,988 88 540211 581291 20.487 62 
9174 07 9,852 97 «= 7918 5S «7945 63 84,886 85 
7464 72 4,499 77 = 1,042. 1541526 80 17,462. 94 


487 70 881 65 DAD BL, “pile aaa o 1,362 16 
2,021 48 1,693 60 1,630 66 = 1,516 55 6.862 29 
775 46 = 1,062 76 821 48 793 28 8,452 82 
262 70 236 21 296 25 303 85 = «1,098 51 


17,162 $2 19,479 57 19,594 01 17,753 68 73,790 03 
18,510 37 25,254 23 = 21,589 14. 19,846 85 85,200 59 





New Hampshire Miers ee clare nite e)s 5,818 74 6,472 08 6.447 62 5,832 77 24,571. 21 
NER AUS ARE nomad soe DoCoyoo AT; 944 87 18, 259 73 19,136 90 16,804 52 1,446 62 
INGW Me XICO yy hoes Pees ewate.. sacs Je abanst bates 20 00 11 20 81 20 
ING WNIOL Koons clen oaiel nl seine nieinietaiate's 40,357 29 41,092 41 86.949 24 39,688 93 158.086 97 
EIN CIWANION ER PULSb/enierers)a(0 ose exerts 42,097 17 41,616 30 87,938.05 82,852 32 154,503 84 
NOL CHTOUN a: 8a. vis cls sietepeicis sie 198 70 483 85 170 65 159 35 1,012 55 
NOK EDROUUAs. eri tes Sutiarste Rae ave cvahata sty WestSide! Retee RAI ORIDS aio patrertar eRe Ye ela Brakes 
Northern New Yorkie siscisineeniset Ptraets slr 13,780 93 18,670 27 14,016 90 41,468.10 
North Indiamaes ee 2): oie «ole isieres mjrine 8,595 51 8,493 95 8,174 44 7,512 380 32,676 20 
North Ohio) My. iiees 3. ae 11,461 75 11,702 76 10,289 68 10,717 72 44.121 91 


9,463 90 3.029091 8,042 40 3.253 71 ‘11.780. 92 
6302 17 6.05215 549230 523518 283082 40 


North-west German 
North-west Indiana... 





North-west lowa.. 868 SO 552 46 519 14 619 70 2,060 10 
AN OF WAY rey. :o'eua a winis,=) of ee eas 269 84 5STT 69 970 20 1.817 18 
Olion eee erie tees 19,483 71 19,269 64 16,804 83 16,807 15 71,864 83 
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CONFERENCES. 1872. 1873. 1874. 1875. Total. 
Orerdne au aoee tne oat emaennee. $1,779 02 $2,702 86 $336 82 $419 45 $5,238 15 
Philadelphia 51 *305 00. 5831095 55,017 50 46,000 00 205,653 45 
Pittsburgh...... Siowclove wets Seiwercarioe 22, 576 65 21,460 40 24,617 15 25,094 46 78,748 66 
Providenca...02./ 205. -.0..ueaees. i, 655 85 12.663 66 12,014 42 11,017 15 47,351 08 
RocksRiverse:aecsrieah cee : 13,061 93 12,445 27 12,447 84 14,100 32 52,055 36 
Rocky Mountain viedo cscs cece ee picetaeee 160 45 604 45 420 00 1,184 80 
Saint Louis...... 3 2,978 10 2,621 70 1,848 00. 2,120 26 9,568 06 
South AMO. 62 is cnsied oe aelces Pe ea emer eee ei karl ny Mere eee DSS Pew. ft 
South Carolina... .... Bac ewaietiaes 2,862 78 2,687, T1 2,195 91 2,638 05 10,384 45 
South-eastern Indiana............. 6,583 98 6,717 11 5,664 66 5,773 17 24,688 92 
Southern’ German os. 0s soe ce see ce ee ne . See 301 00 710 70 1,011 70 
Southern IJllinois.................. 6,652 14 6,271 T4 5,162 40, 4,841 57 22,927 85 
Southern Kansas:.. 2.2.2.4. sets Oe. ae oe Bes See 799 04 702 45 1,501 49 


5,460 83 7,184 71 25,080 27 
1,837 90 =: 1,666 73 8,804 68 

758 90 742 83 2,864/51 

382 00 282 50 1,540 20 
18,555 87 17,457 68 70,506 69 
5,911 61 6,410 $2 23,939: 71 
4,415 19 4,529 00 18,613 01 

869 56 789 10 8,160 22 
1,983 95 1,998 37 7,184 44 
10,401 63 8,901 85 8,896 70 9,594 86 87,195 03 


Washington. BY 
Western New York. 


West Texas c bh RARS IS 89 50 215 40 804 90 
West Virginia... 5 3,467 47 8,528 51 3,753 24 14,834 56 
West Wisconsin. . 1 8,280 1T 3,024 87 3, '306 90 12,825 15 
* Wilmington + 11,198 94 11 1617 90 10, 551 04 48,779 59 
Waseansin...uk divine... 0c. c4e ke 7,186 23 6,067 52 6,321 66 26,644 10 
Wiyonaing, 2) 20% audited «0's. be. eee 11,602 02 11, 605 85 12, 101 66 47, 017 60 





Total Receipts from Conf, & Miss’ns.$627,646 60 60 $647,108 72 $618,04 040 99 $612,856 66 $2,505,148 01 01 
Miscellaneous. 


BIGPRRIER tina's <iete weedy cae. @-cien eee e $10,359 16 $15,817 38 $47,603 387 $35,123 15 $108,908 06 
BUNGHess.- thw sm raice ss cncmakars 28,050 84 17,636 31 8,948 64 12,843 27 62,479 26 
Missionary Adyocate...........-0-  seceares 279 19 487 12 2,162 81 2,929 12 

Total seccmeptor saaeie =e venice $33,410 00 $33,782 88 $57,039 33 50,129 23 $174,311 44 

RECAPITULATION OF RECEIPTS. 

Total from Conferences............ $627,646 60 $647,103 76 $618,040 99 $612,256 66 $2,505,148 01 
Total Miscellaneous .......... .... 83,410 00 33,782 88 57,0389 33 50,129 28 eae 44 
Grand Total of Receipts............ $661,056 60 $680,836 64 $675,080 32 $662, 485 89 89 $2,67 679,45 459.45 45 


APPROPRIATIONS. 
Foreign Missions. 
1873. 1874. 1875. 1876. Total. 


Tiberig.. - 2. sana widlQier ta sieiArian teicioke's $19,000 00 $10,500 00 $9,000 00 $8,500.00 $47,000 00 
Sou Ameriéaaiaet: seamen 12,212 50 = =12,924 00 9,000 00 9,000 00 43,136 50 
CHINE, Foi v5 < Haeibite ss ayes) s saps ABA MHEG 63,136 25 68,034 00 49,854 00 44,709 00 222,783 25 

ast Chin ary. srs eccis. ce s/éuis ahele oo. 21,908 75 20,779 20 20,961 60 16,620 00 80,269 55 


10,578 00 11,816 00 62,193 40 
18,314 40 18,773 00 68,270 30 
Dasaae rege. Meese se 24,500 00 
29,280 00 27,600 00 +=125,580 00 
61,200 00 54,470 00 207,807 00 
8,400 00 10,670 40 36,851 10 
14,400 00 14,400 00 51,137 00 
38,400 00 29,400 00 120,820 00 
76,819 20 76,219 20 864,899 60 
75,619 20 75,619 20. 344,399 40 











ee and Bengal....<. ....... 12.500 00 =: 1,200 00 1,200 00 600-00 15,500 00 
Balgarias sce dale yo. ee acicndione 6,250.00. 7,200 00 9,600 00 9,600 00 32,650 00 
AR bl Veietaje vie tite date roisielo\a 292 Seth Sts sie 12,500 00 15,600 00 15,600 00 20, 970 00 64,670 00 
IM@RIGO NS 21s, = scorn cteboyeystbie y= dvate stars 5... 12,500 00 33, 000 00 22,200 00 28, 500 00 96,500 00 
OS BpiaMarte:niale Speier enero we ome eberso 31, 250 00 21, 4720 00 _ 21,800 0 00 20,880 00 95,150 00 

Total for Missions,......... finde $373,825 75 $337,199 90 $303, 858. 20 20 $297, 749 20 $1,312,628 00 


The English Church in Buenos Ayres, self-supporting. 


Missions in Territories of U.S. to be administered as Foreign Missions. 


Arizona..... fos of biiia: de taia egies GIs t.s\- $6,000 00 $5,000 00 $3,000 00 = $8,000 00 = $17,000 00 
New Mexico 7,000 00 6,000 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 29,000 00 


Total for Territories..++...-.... $18,000 00 $11,000 00. $11,000 00 $11,000 00 $46,000. 00 
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Domestic Missions. 


1873. 1874. 


Central New York Conference... . GLEN ON Ar 


California, Swedish... -........... Bia a Siete ttiet mnt Nava arte AV Oee 
Central Illinois Conf., Swedish.. ... 4,000 00 4,600 00 















Des Moines, Danish........... 2.5 SI va MoE, cere aie 
Erie, Sieedish. Ae esas. 20. Bly 200 00 400 00 
Minnesota, Swedish............... 2,500 00 2,750 00 
Minnesota, Norwegian.........00.. 8,000 00 =. 2,750 00 
Newark, Swedislls Ge. Vp! 500 00 
New England, Swedishe:. [4 aR aN a os, Pk See 
New York, Swedish. -..........2.. 8,400 00 8,000 00 
New York Kast, ‘Swedish ..245. 82.5 6.238. 05 1,000 00 
New York East, Norwegian....... 750 00 1,500 00 
Stabs, Swedish 685.0058 Me. dn! UE a ee Cae, ay 
Wisconsin, Norwegian.......0..... 8,000'00 3,000 00. 
West Texas, twedish... . whee Am 
East Maine.............. 5 wo SRL ARS 
Lake Superior Region.. . ........ 400 00 
Total Scandinavian.........0.. ‘$17,150 00 $19,900 00 
$ GERMAN Missions. 
Calitornig. i tas ted. 6. ih. Dee. $2,500 00 $2,500 00 
Central: Germany.( 5). 6. 6. cca bas 7,000 00 7,000 00 
Chicage Germanic see oo... ou Uses 3,750 00 3,750 00 
Bast Gernmian. «ois cts gd. 6. ei. Gas 9,000 00 9.000 00 
Louisianay.... 0.2. 2. Fishes </o. Oe ais 8,500 00 8,000 00 
North-west’ Germany... .... 2.4. .03% 5,000 00. 5,000 00 
SoutherniGermays siege ch eee cacekn. ev edends 10,000 00 
South-west German............2.. 8,500: 00. 8,500 00 
Pema sas ae. <0, 9-0, ofa oleate Steps ent 7,000: 00). . is et 
Total Germany, 25.6.6. ie ooes $46,250 00 $48,750 00 
CHINESE MIssroNns. 
California Conference ....... fev heraz $7,000 00 $7,500 00 
Total Chinese. i... <..+ «sis sui $7,000 00 $7,500 00 
AMERICAN INDIAN, 
Central" New York...) 0+ 5-52 $500 00 $500 00 
East Oregon and Washington....... 0.2.2... 500 00 
WAGr OE facto meres aut spade rites rata See 1,200 00 1,200 00 
IM CHI o acta re pice catia mage cies arate stionhe 1,200 00 1,200 00 
Northern New York...........-.. 450 00 "450 00 
Western New York...........0505 400 00 400. 00 
WHSCOMBUA 5 tein pricichsit as elniarsisisis= aie 400 00 400 00 
Expenses of Comunission, etc....... 5 POO OO orc ewe: a0 
Total American Indian .. . . $6,650 00 $4,650 00 
Eneuisnh SPEAKING, 
Alabama... 2.5... Uebece octer HARE $11,000 00 $11,000 00 
AYROnNBAS 2)... Mose bathe eee dehes hate 7,0 00 00 = 7.000 00 
PRGHIECAMSIONS tah chicos nimane etext eet nike a ve vine she 
Baltimore 7,000 00 
California. . 9,000 00 
Central [llinois.. ... 4 1,000 00 
Central New York ae 1,200 00 
Central Ohio........-. A } 2,000 00 
Central Pennsylvania.......... ++. 1,700 00 
Cimoimnnadt soe. ob bc kate. eke 2,000 00 
COlOPAROH Se. hoe ag Sos «heen ee 7,700 00 
VCR ae ao cater, ww Ry aime wks Rotana erate 2,000 00 
DG3 NIOUIES sae ences ieee pene 1,500 00 
DGeroiG ys eee ee ede oe 8,750 00 
Bast Aare 5.05. ese. betas H 8.000 00 
East Oregon and Washington. . 3% 2,500 00 
For transfers......-.....--+.---- 1,000 60 
2.000 00 
5,000 00 
10,500 00 
8,000 00 
1,000 00 


HY 5000 00 


1875. 


1,200 00 
200 00 
2,250 00 





$1,875 00 
5,250 00 
5,000 00 
7,000 00 
2,500 00 
5,000.00 
10,500 00 
7,000 00 


$42,125 00 


$7,500 00 


$7,500 00 


$400 00 
400 00 
900 00 
900 00 
350 00 
300 00 
250 00 


$8,500 00 
5.500 00 
1,500 00 
5,000 00 
6,000 00 

600 00 


Se 
toa 
= 
Ss 

S 
Ss 


OD BO PO pet + 
BS335 
SSSSSESS 


Se 
Sh 


_ 
we 
Ss 
S 


estes $600 00 
$150 00 450 00 
esas A 150 00 


2,000 00 10,250 00 
300 00 800 00 





$69,250 00 


$1,800 00 $8,675 00 
5,000 00 24,250 00 
8,250 00 15.750 00. 
6,500 00 = 81,500 00 
2,000 00 11,000 00 
4,500 00 19,500 00. 

10,000 00 30,500 00 
7,000 00 81,000 00 


$40,050 00- $177,175 00 


$10,284 00 $32,284 00 


$10,284 00 $82,284 00 





$400 00 $1,800 00 
400 00 1,300 00 
900 00 4,200 00 
900 00 4. 200 00 
850 00 1; "600 00 
300 00 1, 400 00 
250 00 1,300 00 

Npbe eens 2,500 00 


$3,500 00° $18,800 00 


$7,000 00 $87,500 00 
5,000 00 24500 00 
500 00 2,000 00 
4,000 00 24000 00 
3,500 00 25,500 00 
500 00 3,100 00 
700 00 3,900 00 
1,200 00 6.400 00 
1,000 00 5,500 00 
11000 00 6,200 00 
6,000 00 —-27,900 00 
1,500 00 7,000 00 
900 00 4900 00 
2,000 00 11,000 00 
9,000 00-10-15 00 
8,000 00 8500 00 
600 00 1.600 00 
1,000 00 6,700 00 
3.800 00 19,300 00 
7.500 00 37,500 00 
6,000 00 —- 80.500 00 
500 00 3.100 00 
500 00 3,100 00 
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CONFERENCES. 1873. 1874. 1875. ries Histone 

TLOWALEM ON Ct sete aren eamleeen ane 1,000 00 $1,000 00 $600 00 ’ 
Ka nsasinebs << cemesin- << oe aeta e000 00 3,000 00 4,000 00 8,500 00 17,500 00 
Kentucky 8,000 00 7,500 00 7,000 00 6,500 00 29,000 00 
Lexington 2,000 00 2,500 00 2,500 00 2,500 00 9,500 00 
Louisiana 9,000 00 9,000 00 8,000 00 ~=—- 7.500 00 83,500 00 
Maine..... 2.500 00 2,500 00 1,500 00 1,400 00 7,900 00 
Michigan 8,000 00 3,750 00 2,500 00 2,000 00 11,250 00 
Minnesota... Jc.cass-.0- ces Welvia.e 9,000 00 10,000 00 9,000 00 7,500 00 85,500 00 
MissISSIppL. 5.42). Ueno. oo oes shee e 9,500 00 8,000 00 = 7,500 00 85,000 0 
Missouri.... 6,000 00 4,000 00 8,500 00 19,500 00 
INDDTRGK A. 5 <:sidivme Wisthis © s/s cattelpiins » 10,500 00 8,000 00 6,500 00 82,000 00 
Nevada.......... Sem dain. ste ate ere 4,600 00 8,000 00 = 8,500 00 14,700 00 
INGNV ALK aod oc wetsetclee, nies ate cee 2,000 00 1,200 00 ~=—- 1,000 00 6,400 00 
New England 3,500 00 2,100 00 ~=—1,800 00 11,400 00 
New Hampshire ..............+00+ 2.500 00 2,250 00 1,500 00 1,400 00 7,650 00 
INGwidersey.«'. tet Vasile. sas dauaeeee 2,200 00 2,000 00 1,200 00 =: 1,000 00 6,400 00 
ING PMOL oc: .alele Ushs oie nc ate seeeee 5,000 00 4,500 00 2,500 00 2,000 00 14,000 00 
4500 00 2,500 2,000 00 14,000 00 
10,000 00 7,500 00 = 7,000 00 84,500 00 
1,200 00 800 00 700 00 3,900 00 
1,000 00 600 00 500 00 8,100 00 
1,500 00 900 00 800 00 4,700 00 
North-west Indiana. 1,500 00 1,000 00 600 00 500 00 8,600 00 
North-west Iowa.... 5,000 00 5,000 00 6,000 00 5,000 00 21,000 60 
Ohio... 2,000 00 2,000 00 1,200 00 1,000 00 6,200 00 
Oregon.. -. 6,000 00 4,000 00 3,000 00 2,000 00 15,000 00 
Philadelphia ...........-..5. -. 5,000 00 6,000 00 4,000 00 4,000 00 19,000 00 
Pittsburghs... .e4 Ses S.-i aes 2,500 00 2,500 00 1.500 00 ~—- 1,200 00 7,700-00 
PLOVIGENCE |... scene cere vie tein Nan reels 2,500 00 2,500 00 1,500 00 ~—-1,400 00 7,900 00 
Rock WRiver. 2 erton. uncs<eeenane 2,500 00 2,250 00 1,850 00 1,800 00 7,900 00 
Rocky Mountain............ 2.6006 20,000 00 15,000 00 10,000 00 10,000 00 55,000 00 
Saint Lounis......... ES. =. ae eels 7,000 00 7,000 00 5,250 00 —-5,000 00 24,250 00 
SoutheWarolinan: /S554..2\5 anesone 10,000 00 10,000 00 8,000 00 = 7,500 00 85,500 00 
DouthommiGalifornla east... seis hase ope Neee OPE Ucareietsletine sy lectetamante 2,500 00 2,500 00 
South-eastern Indiana............. 1,000 00 1,000 00 600 00 500 00 8,100 00 
Southern «Illinois. ......0..-..0s.006 1,400 00 1,400 00 800 00 600 00 4,200 00 
Sonthernsansasiee srt lc cress tate ice - 4,500 00 5,000 00 4,500 00 14,000 00 
annessecnes- 0 ae lum. etre. 11,000 00 11,000 00 = 81000 00 ~—7.000 00 37.000 00 
FR EXAS Sates rom ieis Soa eter --- 14,000 00 10,000 00 6,000 00 ~—-5",500 00 85,500 00 
SEDO Vatae ore vieistece sitio iachneme so rapstetaios 8,000 00 3,000 00 1,800 00 1,600 .00 9,400 00 
Upperilowar.) 25 20ese8, 3. Wee 2,500 00 2,000 00 1,200 00 ~—- 1,000 00 6,700 00 
EVGhIMmOnierry teenies) cree a 2,000 00 2,000 00 1,500 00 1.400 00 6,900 00 
Wirginias nh... celiac ss cin sees 15,000 00 12,000 00 9,000 00 7,500 00 43,500 00 
Washington ecerces cles ante ine cscs 3,500 00 4,500 00 3,500 00 8,500 00 15,000 00 
Western New York..............- 1,200 00 = 1.200 00 800 00 700 00 8,900 00 
SWIGSE LOXAR.. woth cians seat eeey pantie me 9,000 00 6,000 00 6,000 00 21,000 00 
West Virginia.................... 5,500 00 5,500 00 4,500 00 4,500 00 20,000 00 
West DWISCONSIN GD Jos ss. ced oe 4,000 00 4.500 00 8,000 00 2,800 00 14,800 00 
Wal ine ton | 55 NN} desis dno dee see 5,000 00 4,500 00 8,000 00 8,000 00 15,500 00 
(Wiseonsin .)... < cto qaee's icc its nance 8,500 00 4,000 00 2,800 00 2,500 00 12,800 00 
SW WOTINTIOs «-1- sciteltiritpres »</se\innes 800 00 1,000 00 800 00 700 00 8,300 00 
Total for Domestic Missions. . $331,000 00 $381,500 00 $249,525 00 $225,400 00. $1,187,425 00 

Miscellaneous. 
Contingent: Mund yw. etaiste-c\cciele cise $25,000 00 $25,000 00 $25,000 00 $25,000 00 $100,000 00 
Incidental Expenses........... -» 20,000 00 20,000 00 16,000 00 20,000 00 76,000 00 
Office Expenses............e000008 20,000 00 20,000 00 20,000 00 18,000 00 78,000 00 
For disseminating Missionary infor- 

THBHOTIN, <<< ce sei ce dea Sea 25,000 00 18,000 00 12,00000 12,000 00 67,000 00 
DOLL. ici-'< ate carne ststsin's Se ae - $90,000 00 $83,000 00 $73,000 00 $75,000 00 $821,000 00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Foreign Missions and Exchange. . .. $878,825 15 $337,199 90 $308,858 20 $297,749 20$1,812,628 05 
4 





Missions in Territories of U. S...... 13,000 00 11,000 00 11,000 00 11,000 00 6,000 00 
Domestic Missions—Welsh........ 150 00 150 00 150 00 150 00 600 00 
Seandinayian fe. cise oss. ser ae on 17,150 00 19,900 00 16,200 00 16,000 00 69,250 00 
Germann... ies snesiae+-s cap aeise 46,250 00 48,750 00 42,125 00 40,050 00 177,175 00 
CRINGE Ore ope aetcbrtess = als aston 7,000 00 7.500 00 7,500 00 10.284 00 82,284 00 
American Indian ............... 6,650 00 4,650 00 8,500 00 8,500 00 18,300 00 
English speaking............... » 331,000 00 831.500 00 249,525 00 225,400 00 1,137,425 00 





Miscellaneous. ii ceeds. scabs cess 90,000 00 88,000 00 73,000 00 
Liquidation of Debt............... 


75,000 00 821,000 00 


22S eiafe CRREUCL ete tate 115,000 00 185,000 00 800,000 00 


Grand Total..........ccieeees $885,025 75 $843,649 90 $821,853 20 $8 


64,183 20 $3,414,662 05 
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. REPORT OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, ASSEMBLED IN BALTIMORE, MD., 
May, 1876: 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: To the General Conference in 
Brooklyn, in May, 1872, the Sunday-School Union of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church reported 17,244 schools, 192,197 officers 
and teachers, 1,250,493 scholars, and for the four years from 1868 
to 1871 inclusive, 181,237 Conversions. 

To this General Conference (May, 1876) the Union reports : 
19,106 schools, an increase of 1,862 for the four years; 206,613 
officers and teachers, increase, 13.416; total number of scholars 
of all ages, 1,398,731; increase, 147,238. The whole number 
of conversions for the four years from 1872 to 1875 inclusive, 
280,865, an increase over the preceding four years of 99,628. 

At the session of the last General Conference the “ Sunday- 
School Journal ” reported a circulation of 60,000 copies monthly, 
an increase over the previous four years of 41,500. The “ Sun- 
day-School Journal ”’ reports to this Conference a circulation of 
120,000 as the maximum for 1875, an increase for the past-four 
years of 60,000. 

The “ Picture Lesson Paper”’ reported at Brooklyn in 1872 a 
circulation of 39,000. It now reports 119,000, an increase of 
80,000. 

The ‘‘ Berean Lesson Leaf” four years ago circulated an edi- 
tion monthly of 445,000. It attained in 1875 a maximum of 
1,200,000 monthly, an increase of 755,000 in four years. It is 
scarcely possible that such rapid and marvelous advances can 
again be reported. 

- The “ Sunday-School Advocate ” reported for 1871 a maximum 
circulation of 378,500. In 1875 it circulated in its two editions, 
weekly and semi-monthly, 357,000. 

The “ Lesson Compend,” which is an eclectic commentary upon 
the current lessons, which had in 1872 a circulation of 1,500, 
attained in 1875 a circulation of 8,000. 

During the four years just closing there have been issued, 
under the auspices of the Sunday-school department of our 
Church, bound volumes of the requisite and text-book depart- 
ment, 1,425,863; bound volumes of the library department, 
1,104,383; total, 2,530,246. 

A careful calculation shows that our department has issued 
matter in four years equivalent to 528,217,256 18mo pages. 

During the quadrennium the Union has made grants of books, 
papers, and Sunday-school requisites to about 9,000 schools in 76 

of the Conferences, besides special grants.to the Sunday-school 
work in New Mexico, Montana, Dakota, Arizona, South America, 
the Bermudas, the Bahamas, etc. It has made grants to several 
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hospitals, orphanages, soldiers’ homes, prisons, out-going steam- 
ships, etc. 

By asmall grant from the Union, a Norwegian paper was es- 
tablished in Wisconsin during the past year. It is called “ Hyrde- 
stemmen,” the “Shepherd’s Voice.” It is a really beautiful 
paper, and is already almost self-sustaining. 

Grants, amounting in currency to $6,633 34 have been made to 
the Sunday-school work in the following mission stations of the 
Church: India, China, Bulgaria, Japan, Italy, Germany, Switzer- 
land, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and Mexico. - 

The receipts of the Union for four years amount to $81,915 84. 


Tue SunDAY-SCHOOL WoRK ABROAD. 


The Sunday-school work in India has made most remarkable 
progress during the quadrennium. Our missionaries in that field 
have employed all the so-called “modern methods ” with great suc- 
cess. They use the International Lessons, the “ Berean Leaf,” 
the Sunday-School Convention, the Normal Class for the training 
of teachers, and show results which must fill our hearts with ad- 
miration and gratitude. For the year 1875 they report an attend- 
ance of 8,481 Hindu and Mohammedan boys at their Sunday- 
schools, an increase of fifty per cent. in a single year. They have 
circulated 26,000 copies of Sunday-school lessons in Hindi and 
in Lithographic and Roman Urdi, besides 2,700 copies monthly 
of the English Berean Leaf. Large numbers of children’s papers 
ate also issued by the mission press. In Madras, under the 
labors of the Rev. C. P. Hard, the Sunday-school work is making 
rapid advancement. He has a regular normal class for the train- 
ing of teachers, numbering forty members, which meets every 
Saturday evening at 5:30 o’clock. 

The Sunday-school has also made grants to the work in Ger- 
many and Switzerland. We now have in that field 273 schools, an 
increase of 66 in four years. There are in these schools 1,060 
officers and teachers, increase 194, and 12,395 scholars, increase 
3,179. There were reported 88 conversions in 1871; in 1875 the 
number was 394. The “ Children’s Friend,” the ‘“ Sunday-School 
Advocate” of Germany, reported in 1871 a circulation of 2,575 
monthly, in 1875 a circulation of 9,000. The International 
Berean Lesson System was introduced in January of the present 
year. Every number of the ‘Children’s Friend” is virtually a 
Lesson Leaf. 

In Norway we number more than 1,300 scholars; in Denmark, 
1,000; in Sweden, 4,000; in China, 1,014; in Mexico, 335; in 
Japan, 30; in Bulgaria, 61. The Sunday-School Union is not 
able to do much for these fields, but from few seeds we reap rich 
harvests. 

Through the kindness of the American Bible Society we have 
been enabled to grant to Sunday-schools connected with our 
Union during the past four years 2,109 copies of the Hely Bible, 
and 3,452 copies of the New Testament. 
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The Corresponding Secretary has, during the quadrennium, in 
addition to editorial labors, preached 171 times, delivered 236 
addresses on Sunday-school topics, attended 112 conventions, in- 
stitutes, and normal classes, comprising in all 386 sessions, visited 
17 Annual Conferences, and traveled in the discharge of these 
duties 56,026 miles. 

I have been assisted by the Rev. J. M. Freeman, DiD., of the 
Newark Conference, who was employed as Assistant Editor by 
the Agents in June, 1872. Dr. Freeman has abounded in labors. 
In addition to editorial and other office work, he has during the 
four years preached 200 sermons, delivered 165 addresses, visited 
30 Annual Conferences, 30 conventions, institutes, and normal 
classes, and traveled 32,500 miles. Dr. Freeman has peculiar 
adaptedness to his work. He has had long experience as a pas- 
tor and practical Sunday-school manager. He possesses tact, 
ability, enthusiasm, and is pre-eminently the man for the place. 

I desire, also, to acknowledge the promptness and heartiness 
with which the Agents, Messrs. Nelson and Phillips, have co- 
operated in all the Sunday-school movements of the four years as 
connected with the department of publication. They have fully 
appreciated the importance and increasing power of the Sunday- 
school department of the Church. 

The anniversaries of the Union have been held as follows: for 
1872, at Detroit, Mich.; for 1873, at Providence, R. I.; for 1874, 
at Akron, Ohio; for 1875, at Boston, Mass. 

The amended charter of the Sunday-School Union of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which, in pursuance of the action 
of the last General Conference, was secured from the Legislature 
of the State of New York in April, 1874, requires certain impor- 
tant modifications in the Constitution of said Union, which modi- 
fications have been carefully considered by the Board of Mana- 
gers in New York, and are by that body respectfully submitted to 
you for your consideration. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY BOOKs. 


I have endeavored to give special attention to the selection and 
preparation of books for our Sunday-school libraries. It has been 
my aim to place before the youth and adults of our schools the 
highest class of literature, books of history, biography, science, as 
well as works of the imagination written in a pure style, and free 
from the baleful sensationalism which is too generally characteris- 
tic of the literature of the day published for young people. In- 
stead of appropriating and revising the books of a foreign market, 
I have been able, through the enterprise of Messrs. Nelson and 
Phillips, to purchase, both from American and English authors, 
original manuscripts, so that the great majority of our Sunday- 
school books during the past four years are entirely new, and 
several of them have found a market on the other side of the sea. 
The typographic style and appearance of our library books have 
been wonderfully improved. 
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It is impossible for any one house to publish all the books which 
are required by an average Sunday-school library. The purchas- 
ers of books for the Sunday-school will draw upon more than one 
catalogue. As much of the literature now offered to our schools _ 
is worthless, and not a little of it positively pernicious, it is impor- 
tant to guard with greatest care the selections which are made for 
the Sabbath and the week-day reading of our young people. The 
great number of books issued weekly by the numerous publishing 
houses of this country and of England renders it next to impossi- 
ble for the officers of any Sunday-school to make the wisest and 
best selection. To meet the demand thus made upon our depart- 
ment the following plan was proposed and inaugurated in 1874 :— 

1. A committee of competent ladies and gentlemen was organ- 
ized, whose duty it was to read with the greatest care the books 
submitted to them, and to report frankly upon their merits. 

2. It was also their duty to classify the books approved, so that 
purchasers might know what they order—whether religious biog- 
raphy, works of imagination, history, science, etc. 

3. The Sunday-school department at 805 Broadway, New York, 
was to keep on hand packages of new books, so that schools 
might make monthly, quarterly, or annual additions to their li- 
braries without danger of receiving books already upon their 
shelves, 

4. The “ Sunday-School Journal” was to publish in each num- 
ber the approved books, with the prices attached. 

For a variety of reasons this plan was not carried out; but 
such is the demand upon us for the service which it contemplates 
that I indulge the hope of its speedy renewal by the Agents and 
the Sunday-School Union. 

The Agents at New York have, since the last General Confer- 
ence, opened a room at 805 Broadway for the exhibition and sale 
of Sunday-school books and requisites. It was enlarged in the 
fall of 1875, and has proved of great advantage to the Sunday- 
school and financial interests of the Church. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PERIODICALS. 


The General Conference at Brooklyn ordered the publication 
of a weekly “ Sunday-School Advocate.’”’ Owing to certain diffi- 
culties occasioned by the then existing postal laws, it was deemed 
inexpedient by the Publishers, the Editors, and the Book Com- 
mittee, to carry out the orders of the General Conference. That 
the spirit of the order might be obeyed, it was thought wise to 
issue a new monthly paper, which, with the semi-monthly “ Advo- 
cate’ and the monthly ‘“ Good News,” would secure four papers 
a month to schools desiring a weekly paper. The “ Sunday-School 
Classmate ” was, therefore, issued in April, 1873. It was designed 
especially for the older pupils. It continued for two years, and 
reached a maximum monthly circulation of 62,000. A change in 
the postal laws rendering the plan and purpose of the Brooklyn 
General Conference practicable, it was decided by the Agents, 
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the Book Committee, and the Editors to suspend the “Good 
News” and the “ Classmate,” and to publish a weekly edition of 
the “ Sunday-School Advocate.” The success of the experiment 
has not been such as to justify its continuance, and I respectfully 
recommend to your body the propriety of reviving the “ Class- 
mate ”’ and the “ Good News,” and of so improving the “ Sunday- 
School [semi-monthly] Advocate” that the three papers may 
meet the demand for a weekly paper in the Sunday-school wher- 
ever such demand exists. The increase of the “ Advocate” in 
size would not greatly increase its expensiveness, and would, I 
have no doubt, add greatly to its popularity. 

It is possible that a weekly paper, such as I recommended in my 
report to the General Conference in Brooklyn, would meet with 
larger success than has attended the other experiment. I said in 
the report referred to, “ What the work demands at present is an 
inexpensive weekly paper, in size of page and style of execution 
not unlike Appleton’s ‘ Journal of Literature and Art.’ Eight pages 
a week, unstitched, on good calendered paper, admitting a page 
of advertisement, may be so published as to place a copy in the 
hands of every scholar at a comparatively low figure.” I think, 
however, that the improvement in the style of the “‘ Advocate,” 
and the republishing of the ‘‘ Classmate” and “‘ Good News,” will 
meet the wants of the times, and not interfere with the circulation 
of our library books. 

_ At my suggestion the Agents commenced, in 1875, the pub- 
lication of a new magazine called the “Normal Class.’”’ It is de- 
signed especially to promote the work of teacher-training in con- 
nection with the Sunday-school, to publish elaborate papers on all 
aspects of the Sunday-school work, to collate the latest news from 
all parts of the Sunday-school field, and to form a permanent libra- 
ry of biblical, educational, ecclesiastical, and Sunday-school lit- 
erature. The “Sunday-School Journal” must, of necessity, be 
mainly devoted to the exposition of the current lessons, and con- 
sequently there is but little space for news items, or for papers 
such as I have described. From its first issue the “ Normal 
Class” has received highest praise from the highest authorities, 
and its failure to attain a wider circulation has occasioned no lit- 
tle surprise among those who from the first understood the particu- 
lar work which it was established to perform. The circulation for 
the first year did not reach quite 2,500 monthly. Published as it 
was in the highest. style of art, and for the first year furnishing each 
month an elegant steel-plate engraving of some leading worker in 
the Sunday-school world, and not having any special effort in its 
behalf in the West, together with the fact that its main object is 
as yet but little appreciated among Sunday-school people, it is not 
surprising that it met with but a limited circulation. I am confi- 
dent, however, that the ‘‘ Normal Class” has a mission. I believe 
that if it can be continued for another year it will secure a pat- 
ronage sufficient to justify its permanent publication. I therefore 
plead for its continuance. 
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Tue INTERNATIONAL LESSON SYSTEM. 


Since the last General Conference the International Lesson 
System has been adopted. The experiment made for several 
years by the “Chicago Teacher,” and by the Berean System of 
lessons, established the practicability of a uniform plan of lessons 
in the schools of all denominations. Under the good providence 
of God the plan has become International, and the same selec- 
tions are now used by Sunday-schools in the United States, 
Canada, England, Ireland, Scotland, the British colonies, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, Greece, Turkey, China, India, the Sand- 
wich Islands, and almost every place where the missions of the 
American Board are found. Nearly all denominations accept 
them. The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, for three years 
declined to adopt the series, but since January of the present year 
has been usingthem. There are, perhaps, 5,000,000 pupils of the 
Sunday-schools of this country alone engaged every Lord’s day 
in the study of the same passages of Scripture. In our own 
Church the Berean adaptation of the International System has 
met with most marvelous success. At the last General Confer- 
ence I reported the circulation of the “ Berean Leaf” as 445,000 
copies monthly. In 1875 it attained a circulation of 1,200,000. 
This is in addition to the same matter also-issued in an edition of 
120,000 “ Sunday-School Journals,’”’ 88,000 weekly “ Leaves ” for 
the southern schools of our Church, 112,000 “ Picture Lesson 
Papers ” for infant classes,a German circulation of 20,000 German 
“Lesson Leaves,” prepared by the Rev. Dr. Henry Liebhart, of 
Cincinnati; 8,000 copies of the Notes for German Teachers in 
America, and in Germany 9,000 lessons monthly in the ‘‘ Children’s 
Friend :” that is, we now place in the hands of pupils and teach- 
ers connected with our Methodist Episcopal Church every 
week more than 1,600,000 copies of the ‘‘ Berean Lesson.” Such 
unanimity and concentration in the study of the word of God has 
never been known in the Church. To the God of all grace, 
whose word we use, and whose salvation we thus seek, be all the 
glory. 

The advantage of this International scheme it is almost impos- 
sible to enumerate. It has placed emphasis upon that glorious 
doctrine of Methodism, the pure word of God as the one rule of 
faith and practice; it has continually held up the word of God as 
the truth which maketh wise unto salvation; it has exalted the 
Old Testament, proving to thousands who had either never known 
it, or had forgotten that, as Paul says concerning it, “ all Scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; ” it has given 
prominence to the great characters of the Old and the New Tes- 
taments, and made them centers of important historic periods, 
thus insuring the study of Bible history in the very methods 
adopted in the best secular schools; it has presented constantly 
the wonderful life, the character, and office of the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, finding him and his gospel. in Genesis and Exodus, in ae 
Law and the Prophets, as well as in the Gospels and Epistles ; 
has encouraged the intelligent memorizing of Scripture, not by re- 
wards for marvelous feats of memory, but by the clear explanation 
and illustration of central and suggestive texts, so that one verse 
will recall whole passages in the lives of the great characters 
of Revelation; it has brought to the minds of our youth the out- 
lines of Bible truth in connected chronological order; it has made 
prominent in every lesson the fundamental doctrines ‘of the Bible; 
it has, by uniting all ages in the study of the same lesson, secured 
to a remarkable degree the associated domestic study of God’s 
word at home; it has suggested short and interesting passages of 
Scripture bearing on the current lessons, which may be used at 
family prayers, thus.advertising on every lesson paper taken home 
from the Sunday-school the importance of the family altar; it has 
given themes to the pulpit by the discussion of which the teachers, 
parents, and pupils'are sure to be interested; it has made the 
week-evening lecture, or prayer-meeting, or popular Bible class 
doubly interesting, since it has supplied themes for investigation 
and exposition; it has increased, to a degree perfectly astonish- 
ing, the sale of Bible commentaries; it has compelled our religious, 
and in some cases our secular, papers to publish notes on the cur- 
rent lessons; it has increased the circulation of the word of God: 
as the Rev. Dr. Peirce, of “ Zion’s Herald,” remarks, “The In- 
ternational Sunday-school Series has accomplished one invaluable 
indirect result in the interest it has. awakened in the Bible as a 
book for constant use and service;”’ and, as the Rey. Dr. D. D. 
Whedon says, in the last number of the “ Quarterly Review,” 
“An epoch of Bible study has been produced by these (modern) 
methods such as has never before existed in the Church.” And 
finally, the catholicity among Christian people—a distinguishing 
tendency of a true, broad, intelligent Methodism, which the In- 
ternational Lesson System has promoted—is in sweet fulfillment of 
the Master’s prayer: ‘“‘ That they all may be one; as thou, Fa- 
ther, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.” 


METHODISM AND THE LESSON SYSTEM.: 


Inour Berean adaptation of the International Lesson System we 
not only provide for the regular 48 lessons a year which the sys- 
tem selects, and which in seven years’ course will make 168 Old 
Testament and 168 New Testament lessons—336 lessons in all— 
but we also indicate six. additional reading lessons a week for 
family reading, making 2,184 home reading lessons during the 
seven years, and we call attention to the most precious selec- 
tions from the psalms, and gospels, and epistles, and require them 
to be committed to memory. The Berean System 1 is pre-eminent- 
ly a system which exalts the Bible. It is a spirit rather than a 
method, and constantly ‘seeks to reproduce a generation who, 
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like the Bereans of old, will receive the word with all readiness 
of mind, and search the Scriptures daily whether these things 
are so. 

When the International plan was finally adopted, and January 
1, 1873, appointed as the time for its practical inauguration, I 
issued, in the fall of 1872, and sent to every minister in our 
Church, a general scheme of study embodying the International 
Lessons, but reminding the brethren that as Methodist Episcopal 
ministers we had more to do than to teach 48 Bible lessons a 
year. In a little manual I published what I called ‘The New 
Course of Bible Study for the Methodist Episcopal Church,” to be 
used in the family, the Sunday-school, and in week-evening Bible 
services. In this new course of study especial emphasis was placed 
upon the study of the distinctive doctrines and the Catechisms of 
the Church. The following is the statement made in the Manual 
which was sent out in the fall of 1872: “ The leading doctrines 
of Christian theology—doctrines relating to God, to man, and 
to the Mediator—should be carefully and practically taught to 
our children. Ifa particular denomination be doubtful concern- 
ing its interpretation of the word, distrustful of its ecclesiastical 
organization, ashamed of its historical records, it should care- 
fully avoid teaching any thing relating to itself to the children 
committed to its care. If, however, it be conscientious in holding 
its distinctive doctrines, observing its distinctive usages, or per- 
petuating its denominational history, let the children be thorough- 
ly taught these things, and be referred to the word of God as the 
final and only authority for them.” ; 

In connection with this scheme a full course of study was pre- 
scribed and sent to every pastor, that he might begin on the first 
of January, 1873. The following is the scheme for the year 
137358 

1. Twenty-four lessons in Genesis and twenty-four in Matthew. 

2. Memory series for the year: The “ Ten Commandments,” 
the “Lord’s Prayer,” the “ Twenty-third Psalm,” the “ Beati- 
tudes,” the “ Apostles’ Creed,” and the “ Baptismal Covenant.” 

3. Catechism, Number one. 

4. Missionary lessons. 

I have always given especial attention to the Catechism. In 
my present office I have called attention to it again and again. 
As I have just shown, it was made a part of our regular course of 
study in connection with the International Lessons. Perhaps it 
has not been used so generally as the only text-book of Sunday- 
school study since the new movement has placed such strong 
emphasis upon the Bible as the book of books for the Sunday- 
school. But wherever the Berean System has been employed in 
accordance with its original design, the Catechism has taken its 
true place as a syllabus of doctrine, a companion to the Bible, and 
not in any sense a substitute for it. It is comparatively useless 
without the study of the Bible, as the study of mere primers of 
science would be to him who never observes or investigates nature. 
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If the Catechism has been neglected it is for one of two reasons: 
Either the increased attention of teachers and pupils to the word 
of God in connection with the International Lessons has made 
special effort by the pastors necessary to bring the Catechism to 
their attention, which special effort the pastors have not made, or 
the dry and unsatisfactory method of teaching the Catechism has 
prejudiced pupils against it. But I claim that the neglect of the 
Catechism is not so general as has been asserted in certain quar- 
ters.. During the quadrennium 225,000 copies have been sent out 
from our press in New York, 77,762 more than would have supplied 
every new scholar coming into the schools during the four years. 
The fact is simply this, that wherever a pastor so resolves, the 
Catechism will be used. An average school-boy commits to mem- 
ory more matter in a single week in the public school than is con- 
tained in all the Catechisms of the Church. The work is a light 
one, and may be accomplished in any Church where the pastor is 
determined it shall be done. A single letter from New Hamp- 
shire will throw light upon the whole question. A pastor in that 
State says: “Ours is a little country Sunday-school, with an 
average of less than roo, old and young. We cannot have every 
thing that we want, but we are trying to do our best with what we 
have. We have just closed a preparatory grade normal class of 
ten sessions. Our weekly teachers’ meeting is well attended, and 
is one of the best religious meetings of the week. The entire 
school is learning the Catechism, and we are not neglecting to 
memorize the Scripture. I-am satisfied that the criticisms and 
objections to the International Lessons and the Berean adaptation 
of them come from good people who have not carefully examined 
and tried them, and perhaps, in some cases, are not Sunday- 
school workers.” 

There has never been a period in the history of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church when as much attention has been given as now 
to the specifically Methodist training of our youth. ‘There has 
never been as much attention paid to teaching them the scriptural 
character of our doctrines, explaining to them our Church polity, 
enlisting them in the support of our institutions and benevolent 
agencies, exalting our Church as more useful to them than any 
other, and never was it harder to proselyte from us the children 
and youth of Methodism. Whoever truly understands the theory, 
methods, and spirit of the Sunday-School Union of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and of the 200,000 officers and teachers who 
were trained in the Methodism of ten, twenty, thirty, and forty 
years ago, will not need to be reminded that they are as loyal to 
the Church to-day as any class of workers among us. 

Best of all the facts I have to report to you is, that during the 
past four years there have been 280,865 conversions in the Sun- 
day-schools of our Church, an increase over the preceding four 
years of 99,648. Since the organization of the Union, in 1844, 
there have been in connection with our Sunday-schools 850,971 
conversions, 
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Tue NorMAL DEPARTMENT. 


Among the most important movements of the past four years is 
that of normal class instruction in connection with Sunday-school 
work. The Normal Department of our Sunday-School Union, 
which was organized in 1867, continues to prosper. In several 
seminaries of learning, and in special classes, the movement has 
gone forward. The normal class course of study submitted to Rev. 
Dr. M’Clintock, and by him approved, has been used widely in 
our Church. More than 1,000 certificates have been awarded 
during the past four years to persons who have completed one or 
more of the grades of study prescribed by the department. 


THE CHAUTAUQUA ASSEMBLY. 


To utilize the prevailing taste for summer travel and recreation 
the Chautauqua Assembly was held in the summer of 1874. For 
two weeks a large number of the most earnest workers of our 
own Church and of the sister Churches assembled on the shore of 
Lake Chautauqua, and devoted themselves to studies, discussions, 
etc., calculated to increase their efficiency as Sunday-school la- 
borers. The success of the Assembly in 1874 led to its repetition 
in 1875. Each year competitive examinations were held, and 
classes graduated under the Normal Department of our own Sun- 
day-School Union. The Assembly is under the direction of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. The members of the Committee 
are all Methodists. With characteristic Methodist and Wesleyan 
catholicity it invited all denominations to enjoy its exercises, and 
multitudes came. They came from all the Churches. They 
came to find warm welcome, rich instruction, and blessed inspira- 
tion. Last August, at Chautauqua, 123 persons passed the re- 
quired examination, and received diplomas from the Sunday- 
School Union of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Of these 123 
persons 85 are connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and out of the 85, 28 are ministers. There were 23 Presbyterian 
graduates, 4 of them ministers; there were 4 Baptists, one of 
these a minister; 1 Cumberland Presbyterian, and he a minister; 
5 Congregationalists, of whom two are ministers; 1 member of 
the Society of Friends. A meeting that will enlist for two weeks 
in the summer time the interest, the zeal, and diligent labor of 
thirty-seven ministers, and lead them to undergo a personal 
written examination on biblical and Sunday-school themes, is 
certainly deserving of most cordial sympathy and co-operation, 
especially since so large a percentage of those receiving benefit 
are members of our own Church, and the diploma which all carry 
with them comes from our own Sunday-School Union, every- 
where bearing testimony to the energy, enterprise, and elevated 
standards of that Union. 

The Chautauqua enterprise has already borne fruit in similar 
movements, last summer at Lake Winnepesaukee and Cazenovia, 
and this season at Ocean Grove, Sea Grove, Martha’s Vineyard, 
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Lake Bluff, Clear Lake in Iowa, Round Lake, the Thousand Isl- 
ands, Cazenovia, and elsewhere. 

The Normal Class movement was suggested in 1847 by the | 
Rev. D. P. Kidder, D.D., whose wisdom and foresight are every- 
where apparent in the reports of our Sunday-School Union during 
the years he served as its Secretary. 


DISCIPLINARY CHANGES. 


In several parts of the Church questions have arisen concern- 
ing the relation of the pastor, and of the Quarterly Conference, 
and of the Sunday-School Committee of the Quarterly Confer- 
ence, to the Sunday-school Society and to the Sunday-school 
itself. Our Church having always taken strong grounds on the 
subject: of the subordination of the Sunday-school to the Church, 
it seems to me desirable that these questions of relation and of 
corresponding responsibility and privilege should be accurately 
defined, so that all may understand just what the lines of obliga- 
tion and prerogative are. The Sunday-school should be entirely 
under the control of the Church, but the processes by which the 
latter shall secure herself against damages are not fully and ex- 
plicitly laid down in the Discipline. The method of electing a 
superintendent and of appointing teachers should be specified. 
The Sunday-school Society, as such, should be abolished wherever 
this is practicable; and while the Church should have full power 
over the school, it is desirable that, as far as possible, the manage- 
ment of all the details of the school should be left with the men 
and women who teach, and upon whose zealous efforts we depend 
for the successful prosecution of the work. At the same time the 
Church should be able to lay hold upon the whole institution in 
every emergency. ‘The power should be so well defined that all 
may understand it, and at the same time should be exercised only 
in case of extreme necessity. 


Tue TRUE SUNDAY-SCHOOL THEORY. 


All schemes of practical service must have their foundation in 
great principles. True theory is at the root of effective work. 
He who thinks the Sunday-school is the substitute for the Church 
and the family will do the Church as much damage as he who, 
within a Church, organizes another and an independent Church. 
It has been the constant effort of the present administration to 
exalt the Sunday-school to the dignity of a department of the 
Church, but never to regard it as a substitute for any other de- 
partment. The family, the pulpit, and pastoral office have their 
share of responsibility in the religious education of the children. 
It is not possible to transfer that responsibility to any new device 
or agency. The time devoted to the Sunday-school session is not 
the only time which the Church should give to the religious train- 
ing of her children. Besides the daily teaching of the family, the 
formation of “ special classes’ for catechizing and otherwise in- 

38 
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structing the children is positively enjoined upon the pastor. He 
is required to hold “ public meetings ”’ for the purpose of cate- 
chizing them, and is expected to see that “our Catechisms are 
used as extensively as possible in our Sunday-schools and fam- 
ilies.” It is impossible for the duties of parents and pastors to be 
fully discharged toward the children of the Church during the 
ninety minutes of the Sunday-school session. 

The object of the Sunday-school is the spiritual study of the 
Bible for spiritual results. It is more than a Bible school. It is 
a school of religious character, and it must depend for its success 
upon the gracious illumination and inspiration of the Holy Ghost. 
The Sunday-school needs as much personal piety in its teachers 
as the pulpit demands in its ministers. 

And again, we must remember that the study of the Bible in 
the Sunday-school after the most approved methods of the secu- 
lar school does not hinder the work of the blessed Spirit. The 
order, the philosophical methods, the ingenuity, the tact which 
are so desirable in the secular school are as much needed in the 
school of the Church. Having the divine unction, the more 
propriety, the more system, the more educational thoroughness, 
the more complete courses of study which characterize the Sun- 
day-school, the better and more enduring will be our work. 

In submitting this report of my department, I desire to say that 
I have diligently sought to conform my administration to these 
theories of the Sunday-school. I have exalted the word of God 
as the one great text-book of the school, and Bible study as one of 
the most important of the means of grace. I have pleaded every- 
where for the recognition of the family as the first and most impor- 
tant and effective school of religion. I have scarcely delivered a 
single address on the general Sunday-school work in which I have 
not pleaded for the presence of the children at the preaching serv- 
ice every Lord’s day. I have insisted upon the thorough indoc- 
trination of our youth as Methodist Episcopal Christians. I have 
mingled freely with the Sunday-school workers of other evangel- 
ical Churches, have attended Union, State, and general Conven- 
tions, usually at the earnest solicitation of resident presiding elders 
and pastors of our own Church, and from an unalterable convic- 
tion that the true way to spread Christian holiness through these 
lands is for each denomination to stand up boldly and pronounce 
unequivocally in favor of its honest convictions, have urged all 
to come together as often as possible, that the true fraternity of 
believers may be promoted, the power of Protestant unity en- 
hanced, and the spirit of true charity toward each other increased. 

And now, with praise to the Father for his abounding grace, 
and to the Son, whose precious Gospel we are appointed to pro- 
claim, and to the Holy Ghost, by whose quickening energy we are 
enabled to serve the Church, I submit to your godly consideration 
these statements concerning the department of the work which 
for the past four years I have been, called to superintend. 

J. H. Vincent, Cor. Sec. S. S. Union M. E. Church. 
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48 .—sournal, page 265, 
REPORT OF THE TRACT SOCIETY. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED IN BALTIMORE, MD., 

May, 1876. 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: In May, 1872, the Tract 
Society of our Church reported to the General Conference, in 
Brooklyn, the circulation, during the quadrennium then closing, 
of 31,228,500 pages of tracts at home, and of 24,377,892 pages 
abroad, 

To the present General Conference the Society reports for the 
last quadrennium the circulation of 35,675,472 pages of tracts at 
home, an increase of 4,446,972; and the circulation of 35,944,657 
pages abroad, an increase of 11,566,765. Total increase, both at 
home and abroad, 16,013,737 pages during the four years. 

The suspension of the “Good News” in 1874 renders the ag- 
gregate circulation of the Society less than it would have been 
had the paper continued. There was nothing published under 
our auspices to take its place, and I am confident that the sus- 
pension has worked harm to the Society. At the same time I am 
happy to report that the “Good News,” for the three years of its 
publication since the General Conference in Brooklyn, shows a 
large increase over the average of the preceding quadrennium. 
The average circulation from 1868 to 1871 was 803,264 copies per 
annum. ‘The average circulation of the “Good News” from 1872 
to 1874, when it was suspended, was 849,333 copies, an increase 
of 46,069 per annum. 

During the previous four years the Society received $63,776 97; 
during the last four years, $65,876 72, an increase of $2,099 75. 
The expenditures of the Society were $909 27 less than during 
the preceding quadrennium. 

The anniversaries of the Society have been held in connection 
with the anniversary exercises of the Sunday-Schvol Union, thus 
insuring larger audiences, more general interest, and the direct 
participation in the “Conferences on the tract work” of those 
brethren who are especially interested in the Sunday-school, and 
whose influence is so valuabie to the tract movement. 

At these anniversaries, and at other times, I have held ‘“‘ Tract 
Conferences ” for the discussion of the needs of the Society, the 
best methods of ‘tract distribution, etc. ‘These have proved to the 
tract interest what the recent institutes and conventions have 
been to the Sunday-school work. : 

To make myself familiar with the tract societies and the relig- 
ious publishing interests of Great Britain, immediately after my 
appointment as Corresponding Secretary of the Tract Society, 
and with the approval of the Agents, the Board of the Sunday- 
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School Union, and the Board of the Tract Society, I spent a few 
weeks, in 1872, in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin. During this 
visit I was enabled to make several arrangements with publishers, 
and with officers of tract societies, which have proved of great 
value to the Society and to the house. 

During the past four years I have been assisted by the Rev. 
Dr. J. M. Freeman, who has largely assumed direction of the 
foreign correspondence of the Society, and the editorial manage- 
ment of the “Good News,” besides rendering invaluable service 
in the revision of the old tract list, and in editing many of the 
new tracts. ; 

The amended charter of the Tract Society of the Methodis 
Episcopal Church, which, in pursuance ofthe action of the last 
General Conference, was secured from the Legislature of the 
State of New York in April, 1874, requires certain important 
modifications in the Constitution of the Society, which modifica- 
tions have been considered by the Board of Managers of the So- 
ciety in New York, and are by that body respectfully submitted | 
to you for your consideration. 


1. THE DEPARTMENT OF BENEVOLENCE. 


The work of the Tract Society is performed through three de- 
partments, the first of which is known as the “ Department of 
Benevolence.” Grants are made to foreign fields, and to the 
work at home. During the quadrennium grants have been made 
amounting in currency to $11,573 88 to Germany, Sweden, Nor- 
way, Italy, Bulgaria, Japan, and Mexico. For the details of the 
tract work in these countries I respectfully refer you to the an- 
nual reports of the Society. That our contributions are bearing 
- good and abundant fruit is manifest from such impressive facts as 
-the following: Tract pages published during the past four years 
in China, 5,000,000; in India, 6,000,000; in Germany and Switz- 
erland, 17,000,000; in Mexico, where the tract movement 
commenced within two years, goo,ooo pages have already been 
issued. 

To the Mexican field I call your especial attention, for in no 
section of the work has our Society met with more satisfactory 
results. A grant of a power press, fonts of type, paper, and other 
requisites for the printing of Spanish tracts and books, was made 
by the Society to our persistent and enterprising missionary to 
Mexico, the Rev. William Butler, D.D. Already we have from 
this new office Spanish editions of “the General Rules of our So- 
cieties,” “the Ritual,” the First and Second Catechisms, hymns, 
with music and without, two or more of Mr. Wesley’s sermons, 
several of our best tracts, the Berean Lesson Leaf, published 
monthly, etc. 

During the first year of the operation of the. Society in Mexico 
Dr. Butler issued from the press 62,000 copies of various religious 
publications. The:work in Mexico deserves the most enthusiastic 
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and liberal support of the Church. There are on the globe more 
than 50,000,000 of our fellow-men who speak the Spanish tongue, 
and for these millions there has never been a provision of Meth- 
ocist literature. Under the cruel dominion of the Roman super- 
stition these people have been shut out from the light of the pure 
Gospel for centuries. Now the doors are opening. Is it not our 
duty to give all that the hungry souls will receive? Dr. Butler 
writes ‘ “ The people are positively perishing for lack of knowl- 
edge. The thirst for something to read is wonderful. They 
eagerly accept all the tracts that we can afford to give away.” 

Concerning the facilities of Mexico as a center of publication 
for the Spanish-speaking populations whom we desire to reach, Dr. 
Butler adds: “Being the only Spanish Methodist Mission with a 
press and requisites to render this service to our common Cause, 
and occupying a position at this capital, which is practically central 
to all the nations to be reached, and having postal and steamship 
communication twice a month with Europe, the West Indies, and 
Central and South America, we can send our parcels and postal 
matter regularly and safely wherever the Spanish language is 
spoken.” I respectfully submit to your body the suggestion that 
with such provisions for publishing and circulating Spanish litera- 
ture, there is no need whatever for a special editor of Spanish 
books and tracts at New York. 

At home the Society has made as liberal grants as its treasury 
would allow. A special grant of a touching little leaflet, entitled 
“ A Dedication,” was sent out to all the students in the several 
literary institutions of the Methodist Episcopal Church. This 
required an edition of 10,000. The Rev. Dr. John Hall delivered 
an address to the Drew Theological students on “ Preaching: 
Manner and Matter.” The Tract Society secured a copy of this 
able address, and sent a copy to every minister in the Church. 

In the German department of the tract work, under the super- 
vision of the Rev. Henry Liebhart, of Cincinnati, more than 400 
German tracts have been issued during the four years, and more 
than 1,000,000 pages distributed. 


2. THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLICATION. 


During the quadrennium the entire tract list has been revised. 
Some of the old tracts have been suppressed, and the plates de- 
stroyed. The tracts have been rearranged in series, the best of 
the old plates have been retained, old tracts have been issued in 
new forms, and a large number of new tracts added to the list. 
Attention has also been given to their typographic finish. The 
Agents have co-operated with the editors in publishing our tracts 
in a variety of attractive styles, with new type, pictorial embellish- 
ments, and on good and tinted paper. The following are the 
series issued :— 

1. The “Selected Series,” from the old plates, but with orna- 
mental headings and on good paper. Of these 124 have been 
published. 
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2. The “ Revised Series,” which comprises the old tracts which 
have been printed in a new style. Number of this series 76. 

3. The ‘‘ New Series,” which has been published since 1872. 
Number of the “ New Series ” 71. 

(The tracts of the following series are also new, but are arranged 
with reference to their themes, or some peculiarity in style of 
publication.) 

4. The “ Presiding Elder Series.”” Tracts for General Super- 
intendents of the work to scatter among their people. 

5. The “Sacred Song Series.’’ Selections from the choice 
hymns of the Church in all ages. 

6. The “ Missionary Series.” For distribution in connection 
with special missionary effort. 

7. The “ Doctrinal Series.” Especially devoted to the discus- 
sion of doctrinal and denominational views. 

8. The “ Pocket Series,” thirty-two small, beautiful tracts for 
the pocket, for letters, for special occasions, etc. 

9. The “Illustrated Fly-Leaf Series,” large, pictorial, bold 
type, etc. 

10. The “ Dublin Series,” “ Society Series,” “ Memory Series,” 
“ Shots at Infidelity,” “‘ Card Series,” ‘‘ Miscellaneous Series,” etc. 

11. In addition to these series of tracts we have also published 
several small books and a number of tracts in Swedish, Italian, 
French, and Spanish. 

12. Through the kindness of Henry Bewley, Esq., of Dublin, 
our Society has received a complete set of the plates of a Douay 
Testament, published under the sanction of the Roman Catholics 
of Ireland. This version differs very slightly from our own, and 
may be placed by Protestants in the hands of Roman Catholics, 
who can have no possible reason for refusing to read what their 
highest authorities have approved, and yet which these authorities 
have no desire that their people should read. We have issued an 
edition of the Douay Testament, and more than 1,900 copies have 
been circulated. 

By the action of the Book Committee, which was approved by 
the Editors and the Agents, the “ Good News,” which was for 
years the monthly paper of the Tract Society, was suspended to 
render more successful the experiment of the weekly “ Sunday- 
School Advocate,” which had been ordered by the General Con- 
ference. This movement was, so far as the Tract Society and its 
interests are concerned, a mistake. The members of the Tract 
Board in New York have expressed themselves in favor of its 
revival, either as a periodical or as a tract. We cannot afford to 
dispense with-this most valuable means of teaching experimental 
and practical religion through the various tract distributing agen- 
cies of the Church. 


3. DEPARTMENT OF PASTORAL SERVICE. 


A tract needs a hand to reach it out, and @ heart to give that 
hand warmth and strength. Professional colportage has long 
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since lost favor with the people. We need in these days, in-con- 
nection with the tract cause, such a system of pastoral manage- 
ment as will utilize all the lay talent of the Church. Our busi- 
ness men should carry tracts with them; should have them within 
easy reach in their places of business; should send them out in 
packages of goods and in business letters. Our good women 
should visit from house to house, speaking a word of personal 
sympathy and counsel, leaving a tract, or book, or picture paper 
for after-perusal; sitting by the sick-bed to read and advise the 
suffering, and in every other conceivable way aiding the pastor in 
his great work of supervision and instruction. ‘“ Tract Bands ” 
may be organized for conversation, consultation, and reports. The 
Sunday-school should be utilized. 

There is no better opportunity offered than that supplied by the 
Sunday-school for scattering tracts on all subjects—for the instruc- 
tion of children, and for most effectively impressing adults, 
Tracts should be distributed at the church door after morning or 
evening service, at the prayer-meeting, in the class-room, at rail- 
way stations, and in shops where large numbers of people congre- 
gate or pass by. In harmony with these views the Board of Man- 
agers of the Tract Society have established the “ Department 
of Pastoral Service,” and have published a complete “ plan,” by 
which pastors may employ the agencies referred to in their pas- 
toral work. 

The Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church has a 
grand future before it. Its object, as stated in its plan of work, is 
threefold: rst. To diffuse religious knowledge by the circulation 
of the publications of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in the 
English and other languages, in our own and foreign countries. 
2d. To promote earnest lay labor in each Church and community, 
thus securing a system of pastoral aid for the work of visiting from 
house to house. 3d. To increase the efficiency of the Sunday- 
school as an agency for the circulation of evangelical.literature. 

Mr. Wesley was a writer and distributer of tracts. He said in 
a letter dated December 18, 1745, ‘‘ We had within a short time 
given away thousands of little tracts among the common people.” 
He and Dr. Coke instituted in January, 1782, a “Society to Dis- 
tribute Religious Tracts among the Poor.” What the founder of 
Methodism did, what the wise men, so called in the world, do— 
reformers, propagandists, politicians, scientists, business men—we 
may and should do in the defense and circulation of the life-giv- 
ing truth which has been committed to us. 

It has been said that “the age of knowledge is the age of 
temptation.” 

Let us, as Christians, as Christian believers, as Christian teach- 
ers, meet the intellectual activities of the age with a literature full 
of strength, imbued with the spirit of the Gospel, and adapted to 
the various phases of doubt and error in which Satan as an angel 
of light appears to captivate and destroy the sons of men. 

With the prayer that the Tract Society of our beloved Church 
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may contribute to this blessed result, and thus bring glory to the 
name of Him whose we are and whom we serve, I submit this re- 
port to your godly consideration. 

J. H. Vincent, Cor. Sec. Tract Society M. E. Church. 


——_049——_—_—_ 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE OF CHURCH EX- 
TENSION. 


To tHE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH :— : 


Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The General Committee of 
Church Extension. respectfully submit the following report: The 
General Committee have met annually in the city of Philadelphia, 
in the month of November, each year during the last quadren- 
nium, and have given careful attention to the duties devolved 
upon them by paragraphs 413 and 414 of the Discipline. 

In determining the amount each Conference should be asked to 
raise by collections for the use of the Board during each year, 
the Committee could not venture to estimate an amount sufficient 
to meet the actual necessities of the work, but were constrained, 
by the experiences of the past, to consider what the Conferences, 
under all the circumstances, would with reasonable effort be likely 
to give. The aggregate amount asked from year to year has 
ranged between $140,000 and $145,000, which amounts were dis- 
tributed among the several Conferences according to our best 
judgment of their circumstances and ability. 

The aggregate amount of the donations and loans authorized 
each year, and of the amount needed for current expenses, have 
been equal to the aggregate amount asked of the Conferences. 
In distributing the amount among the Conferences severally, for 
collection on the one side and disbursement on the other, the 
Conferences have naturally ranged themselves before us under 
three distinct classes: 1. The older and stronger Conferences, 
that should be able, besides providing for the needy within their 
own bounds, to contribute for the relief of the newer and weaker 
Conferences. 2. Those whose ability to contribute was supposed 
to be equal to the necessities within their own bounds; and 
3. Those whose necessities are greater than their ability to con- 
tribute. 

The whole tenor of the action of the General Conference in 
directing the organization of our Church Extension work in 1864 
shows that the object was, to provide a “method by which socie- 
ties in the newer and feebler portions of our vast field may be as- 
sisted in securing suitable houses of religious worship; ” and we 
have been well persuaded that the chief value of the organization 
lies in its procuring funds from the oider and stronger portions 
of the Church, and transferring them with safety and economy, 
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and applying them wisely, to the aid of Churches in the remoter 
and weaker Conferences. We have, therefore, aimed to reduce 
the appropriations authorized to the least possible amount within 
the older Conferences, in order that the larger sums might be 
available for the most needy portions of the country. The action 
of the General Committee, published from year to year in the 
Church Extension Annual, will show definitely the amounts asked 
and authorized within the Conferences severally. 

Besides thus restricting the amounts within the several Confer- 
ences, we have deemed it wise to provide restrictions of a more 
general character, and have, therefore, under the authority given 
by paragraph 414 of the Discipline, directed that “no application 
for aid from a church costing over $10,000 shall be considered 
for either a donation or a loan, unless such Church shall have con- 
sulted the Board of Church Extension before commencing to 
build; and that no church costing over $20,000 shall in any case 
receive aid, either by donation or loan, from the funds of the 
Board of Church Extension, and that, except in the most extraor- 
dinary cases, no demands should be made upon the Board for aid 
within the older communities, nor for the payment of Church 
debts, unless to avert imminent and otherwise inevitable disaster 
in the loss of Church property.” 

The failure of the Conferences to respond in full to the call 
made upon them, is the fruitful source of difficulty to the Board 
in the administration of the work, and of misunderstandings 
among the Conferences. If the Conferences severally fail to raise 
the amount asked, it is clear that the Board cannot appropriate 
the entire amount authorized. The difficulty is increased when 
the failure to raise the amount asked is with the older and stronger 
Conferences. This will be seen by considering together a Con- 
ference of the first class and one of the third, above referred to. 
For example: for the year 1876 we have asked the Newark Con- 
ference for $3,000, and have authorized the appropriation of $500 

_within its bounds. We have also asked West Texas Conference 
for $200, and have authorized the appropriation of $3,000. Now, 
if the Newark Conference shall raise $3,000, the Board can appro- 
priate $500 within its bounds, and still have $2,500 to apply to 
the amount authorized for West Texas Conference; but if the 
Newark Conference shall raise but $1,500 of the amount asked, 
and the Board should appropriate $500 within its bounds, there 
would be but $1,000 left to meet the amount authorized for 
West Texas Conference. This is a fair illustration of the diffi- 
culty; for, as a question of fact, thé Conferences have raised from 
year to year only about one half the amount asked. We have 
sought to relieve the Board, in some measure, from this difficul- 
ty, by directing that “the amounts authorized for the Confer- 
ences severally are to be furnished, first, by a pro rata division 
of the collections; and, second, by furnishing loans to supple- 
ment, as far as practicable, the balance of the appropriations 
authorized.” — 
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We are persuaded that the amounts asked of the Conferences 
severally could be easily raised, if the provisions of paragraph 
419 were carefully observed by all the presiding elders, and 
those of 420 observed with equal care by the preachers in charge. 
We respectfully invite the careful attention of the General Confer- 
ence to the representations made by the Board in its report to the 
General Conference, and as published from year to year in the 
“Annual,” and to the following resolution, Bees at the last 
meeting, in November, 1875, to wit :— 

““ Resolved, That we ‘respectfully and earnestly somnnieud the in- 
terests of the Board of the General Committee of Church Exten- 
sion to the careful consideration of the next General Conference, 
and especially the question of its greater claim upon the sympathy 
and support of the pastors and Churches.” — 

For the details of our action from year to year, we respectfully 
_ refer you to the journal of the General Committee, herewith sub- 
mitted. 

In closing this report, we desire to bear testimony to the 
fidelity, carefulness, and impartiality with which the Board of 
Church Extension has performed its duties. Respectfully sub- 
mitted, . 

By order of the General Committee, M. Simpson, 

W. C. DePauw, 
A. J. Kynett, 
Subcommittee. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH TO THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. 


To THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METH- 
ODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHERN: In submitting to you an ab- 
stract of our proceedings for the four years ending January 1, 1876, 
we respecfully remind you of 


THE ORIGIN OF THIS WORK. 


The organization of our Church Extension Society was directed 
by the General Conference of 1864. By that body a constitution 
was adopted, modeled after that of the Missionary Society, and a 
committee was appointed to designated a Board of Corporators. 
This Board was subsequently appointed in pursuance of this ac- 
tion, and obtained of the Legislature of Pennsylvania an Act of 
Incorporation, in conformity with the Constitution adopted by the 
General Conference, approved March 13, 1865. The Constitu- 
tion of the Society being amended by the General Conference of 
1868, with the concurrence of the Board of Managers, the Board 
asked and obtained of the Legislature of Pennsylvania correspond- 
ing amendments to the Act of Incorporation. 
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CHANGE FROM A SOCIETY TO A BOARD. 


Although organized by order of the General Conference, the 
eae body was, by the terms of its Constitution and Charter, 
“ Society” composed of such members and friends of the Church 
as might contribute to its funds the sum of one dollar per annum, 
or twenty dollars at one time. These had the legal right to elect 
its managers; but only such as could be present at the annual 
meetings in Philadelphia could share in the exercise of this right. 
It was, therefore, clearly beyond the reach of the Church govern- 
ment, ‘and equally beyond the reach of all contributors to its 
funds, except only a portion of those who resided in the city of 
Philadelphia. 

The growth of the work, and the plan for the accumulation of 
a pernianent Loan Fund, suggested that it might become of the 
first importance to have a closer relationship between the Church 
government and this Corporation. Prior to the assembling of the 
General Conference of 1872 the whole subject was carefully 
studied, and when that body convened a carefully matured plan 
was submitted for its consideration, under which the Society should 
be superseded by a Board to be elected by the General Confer- 
ence, and to be placed under its immediate control. It had 
been observed that our missionary and other departments of 
benevolent work were in similar relations, and the consideration 
of the question as related to Church Extension led to inquiry 
concerning the relations of all our benevolent societies, and at the 
last General Conference, on the fourteenth day of the session, a 
committee was appointed, as shown by the Journal, “to consider 
and report concerning the relations of our various benevolent 
societies to the authorities of the Church.” 

This committee carefully examined the charters of the various 
societies, and unanimously reported in full concerning them, point- 
ing out their defects and suggesting the remedies. It found that 
“the General Conference had no legal connection with the so- 
cieties, except only that it might elect their Corresponding Secre- 
taries;"’ but that ‘‘as the whole management of each was vested 
in a board elected by the members of the respectives societies, the 
Corresponding Secretaries were powerless to represent any interest 
of the Church or of the Conference independent of the will of the 
respective boards :” “that the multitude of members of the socie- 
ties, scattered widely in all parts of the country, either could not, 
or would not, participate in the election of a board of managers : 
“that local combinations were lable to be formed each year to 
change the management of the corporations and obtain control of 
their great resources.” It held that the General Conference, as 
the supreme legislative body of the Church, and having in charge 
all its great interests for the diffusion of Christian civilization, 
should have a controlling power in all the missionary operations 
carried on in the name and behalf of the Church, and suggested 
as a remedy “an amendment of the Cnarteis, so as to provide that 
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the General Conference shall elect and perpetuate the several 
boards.” It also suggested that “the powers of these benevolent 
corporations might be profitably enlarged and liberalized; that, 
under proper limitations, they might be made more useful if au- 
thorized to receive money on life annuities.” It concluded with 
the following resolution :-— 

“ Resolved, That the Bishops are hereby directed to take such 
measures as they may deem proper to secure by law such form of 
organization of the various benevolent corporations of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church as will place all under the full control of 
the General Conference.” ‘ 

This report was adopted on the eighteenth day of the session 
with entire unanimity by the General Conference, and the Bishops 
were instructed to nominate the several boards of managers, and 
were subsequently themselves made ex-officio members of each. 

The report of the committee on Church Extension, embodying 
the plan which had been submitted at the opening of the session 
and amended by the committee, had been presented two days 
before, and was at that time on the table of the General Confer- 
ence. It was subsequently taken up and considered, and was 
finally adopted by an almost unanimous vote, on the twenty- 
fourth day of the session. 

The adoption of this report substituted the present section of 
the Discipline for the old Constitution of the Society, so far as 
the action of the Church authorities were concerned ; the General 
Conference thereby determining for itself “the form of organiza- 
tion” that the work of Church Extension should assume. 

On the twenty-eighth day of the session the Bishops nominated, 
and the General Conference elected, for each of the Boards the 
Managers then acting under the respective Charters of the sev- 
eral Societies, with only such changes as the change in numbers 
required. . 

The “form of organization ”’ of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion having been determined by act of the General Conference, 
it only remained either that the Board of Managers of the So- 
ciety should, as the old corporators, obtain an amendment to the 
existing Charter, conforming it to the action of the General 
Conference, or that the Board, acting under its appointment by 
the General Conference, should obtain a new Charter, and the old 
corporation transfer its property and business to the new. It was 
not then entirely certain that the first of these methods was prac- 
ticable, but the result to be reached was deemed of such impor- 
tance that, on the twenty-ninth day of the session the General 
Conference adopted the following :— 

“ Resolved, Vhat.in case the Board of Church Extension ap- 
pointed by this General Conference shall fail to obtain an act of 
incorporation in the State of Pennsylvania, in conformity with 
the provisions of the section on Church Extension, adopted by 
this General Conference, the Bishops shall appoint a Board of 
Church Extension in some other State or in the District of 
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Columbia; and whenever the Board appointed by this General 
Conference, or by the Bishops as above provided, shall be- 
come incorporated, then all the property and business of the 
Church Extension Society heretofore organized by order of the 
General Conference, shall be turned over to said Board of Church 
Extension.” 

The General Conference having, as before stated, appointed 
the Managers of the Society, with the slight difference made nec- 
essary by change in numbers and the addition of the Bishops as 
ex officio members to constitute the Board, the Society in turn, at 
its annual meeting, November 22, 1872, acting under its Charter, 
elected the persons chosen by the General Conference, as far as 
the Charter would permit, as Managers of the Society, and in- 
structed them by resolution, unanimously adopted, to co-operate 
with the Bishops and Board of Church Extension in procuring a 
Charter in conformity with the provisions of the Discipline. 

This Board, thus elected and instructed, appointed a Committee 
on Charter, to act in its behalf, in accordance with the instruc- 
tions given. ° “it 

The committee carefully investigated the whole question, and 
the legal questions involved, and agreed upon an amendment of 
the old charter as the wisest and best. Having learned incident- 
ally that the Bishops had appointed a committee in New York to 
prepare forms of Charters for all the Societies, a letter was ad- 
dressed to the chairman stating the conclusion of our committee, 
and asking suggestions from them if they had any to offer. Re- 
celving no reply, the committee prepared a supplement to the 
original Act of Incorporation, which was unanimously approved 
by the Board of Managers and forwarded to Harrisburgh for the 
action of the Legislature. It immediately passed the Senate, by 
a unanimous vote, and after being delayed in the House several 
weeks, and subjected to a critical examination in the Committee 
on Corporations, it was finally passed without division, nearly or 
quite unanimously, and approved by the governor, February 26, 
1872.° 

tt will be observed that, by the provisions of section 6, the 
Board of Managers of the Society, acting under the former Char- 
ter, were made the Board of Church Extension until the next 
ensuing session of the General Conference. This was deemed 
necessary in order to obtain the amended Charter and perpetuate 
the old corporation, which, in view of the business of the Board, 
and especially of numerous bequests in wills already made in 
various parts of the country, was of great importance. The Board 
sincerely regretted that, in consequence of this, until the General 
Conference the ex officio membership of the Bishops in the Board 
could not be recognized under the Charter, but congratulates it- 
self and the cause that in the General Committee, which is the 
higher authority, and which alone their distant homes and other 
auties have permitted them to attend, they stand first, and that 
iu the future the organization and fersonnel of the Board are, by 
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expressed provisions of the Charter, in the full control of the 
Gerieral Conference. 


THE COLLECTIONS. 


’ The General Committee has convened from year tu year, as 
shown in their report and in our published Annuals, and has de- 
termined what amount each Conference shall be asked to raise 
by collections for the use of the Board. We have earnestly 
sought to carry out the provisions of the Discipline, and to secure 
from each Conference at least the amount asked by the General 
Committee. To this end we have, from year to year, notified the 
presiding elders of the several Conferences, and the Conference 
boards of Church Extension, of the amount asked by the Com- 
mittee, and have called their attention to the duties devolved 
upon them and upon the pastors by the Discipline, and have 
earnestly labored to secure their co-operation. For a full state- 
ment of our action in this respect we refer to our reports, made 
from time to time to the General Committee, as published in our 
Annuals, especially to those of 1873 and 1875. 

Reference is then made to the lack in the Discipline to inquire 
whether pastors have taken this collection, as in the case of mis- 
sionary collections, which was not made obligatory at the last Gen- 
eral Conference, as it should be, as the pastor is the only repre- 
sentative of the Church to attend to such matters. 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


These two things are clear: First, we cannot disburse funds 
before we receive them; and, second, we cannot disburse more 
than we receive. The aggregate of the amount asked and of the 
appropriations authorized are always equal. It follows that, if 
the collections shall fall below the amount asked, the actual ap- 
propriations must be reduced in the same proportion. The col- 
lections from Conferences have averaged only about one half the 
amount asked; donations could, therefore, be made equal only to 
about one half the amount authorized. The remainder, if coy- 
ered at all, must be from receipts on account of the Loan Fund, 
and if so, by loans. The General Committee has provided for: 
these conditions by directing that the “amounts authorized to 
the Conferences are to be furnished, first, by fro rata division of 
the collections; and, secondly, by loans, to supplement as far as 
practicable the balance of the appropriations authorized.” 

Misunderstandings have arisen in some Conferences by con- 
founding our methods of disbursement with those of the Mis- 
sionary Society, and assuming that the amounts indicated for the 
Conferences severally by the General Committee are actual ap- 
propriations, instead of a mere indication of amounts that may 
be appropriated in the manner prescribed by the Discipline. 
There are no real grounds for such misapprehensions. It is not 
necessary that.any Annual Conference should know the amount 
that may be available for Church Extension within its bounds for 
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the year following its session, and a Church needing aid can easily 
ascertain whether any funds are available by inquiring of our Cor- 
responding Secretary; and if the Conference Boards of Church 
Extension are, as the Discipline requires, “so located that a 
quorum thereof may be convened at any time,” application can 
be made at any time in the year, as provided in paragraph 417 of 
the Discipline, and, being approved by the Conference Board, 
can be granted promptly for such amount as may at the time be 
to the credit of the Conference, under the action of the General 
Committee. It is not necessary that any change should be made 
in our methods of disbursements, but only that we should adhere 
to them steadily until they shall be understood in all parts of the 
Church, 


Loan FuND. 


Our experience thus far in the administration of our Loan 
Fund has vindicated the wisdom of the plan upon which it is 
founded, and as approved by the General Conference of 1872. 

It should be remembered that the Loan Fund is designed, not 
for business investments, with a view to the accumulation of in- 
terest for Church Extension purposes, but for the relief of Churches 
that, if their present conditions alone were considered, should be 
aided by donations, but that, in view of the prospect of greater 
strength in the future, can undertake to work their own way if 
they can have temporary accommodation at moderate rates of 
interest. At least four fifths of the Churches that have been aided 
by loans from the Board would have been aided by donations if 
the funds at our command had justified it. We have in this way, 
therefore, aided just so much more than we could have done with- 
out such fund. 

The working value of the fund, up to June 1, 1876, is in- 
dicated by the following figures :— 








Brineipale imi Woz ne Mund sirebsesre eis clea fale wi -vaiainie stofogtslstelor $250,432 09 
boans returned andireloaned? s . < o/s sts cwie eins oj-lsivsiee “0 ove 58,102 33 
Interest received omloans sails aei ots cjcces suse ce ssie we wee 34,605 99 
nota leeeer ee cme tavet oe oer aes see eine we epee he Me aaa ener ++ $343,140 41 
If we deduct from this, interest and annuities paid during 
Kile SALEM PerIOd eve eet diete\tele ni leiote las alvieipiiels ays\ceis) sf e/eleles® 38,312 85 
Vie ehicwld patil ances solbalictplalnkcers Siar ea elele cid aisles cutie $304,827 56 ~ 


The Wesleyan Methodists of Great Britain have a similar fund 
that has been in successful operation for over fifty years. It now 
amounts to about $300,000, of which an average of $50,000 is re- 
turned and reloaned every year—showing that in Great Britain 
the fund repeats itself once in six years. It has been thought 
that, in a new and growing country like ours, it should be made 
to repeat itself at least once in five years; but it will require years 
of experience and careful administration to determine how often it 
can be made to repeat itself in this country. 
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Great care and firmness in the administration of this fund are 
necessary to protect its integrity, and to impress all who seek aid 
by loans with the fact that this fund is sacred, and that loans 
obtained out of it must be returned, according to the tenor of the 
obligation given at the time. 

Paragraph 4or of the Discipline provides a plan suitable for 
Church Extension Boards in large cities. It suggests organized 
efforts in large cities, to concentrate the power of the Church for 
carrying forward the work; it would prevent grave mistakes in 
locating churches, and save money; and urges securing a fund to 
aid new Churches as the best mode. The Annual for 1874 gives 
important suggestions to carry on the work in large cities. 


ARCHITECTURE. 


The subject of church architecture has received careful atten- 
tion. In this department we have been greatly assisted by com- 
petent architects, chiefly by Samuel Sloan, of Philadelphia, one of 
the best architects of the city or of the country. Our published 
Annuals, during the entire quadrennium, have contained several 
plans, with printed descriptions. For three years past these plans, 
including cuts illustrating the churches, have been furnished with- 
out expense to the Board. Mr. Sloan also kindly furnished our 
illustrated articles on ‘‘ Heat and Ventilation,” published in the 
last two numbers. These generous services have placed us, and 
the whole Church, under great obligations. 

We have also prepared lithographed plans for three different 
churches herewith submitted, two of which have been prepared by 
Mr. Sloan, and one by Benjamin D. Price, also of Philadelphia. 
This work involves considerable expense, and is an experiment. 
If the efforts shall meet with general favor, as we hope, and our 
friends building the cheaper class of churches shall avail them- 
selves of these plans, we can furnish them at less than oné tenth 
of what the plans, specially prepared, wotld cost, and yet meet the 
entire expenses of their preparation. If the experiment shall prove 
successful, we propose to provide in time a good variety of litho- 
graphed plans for cheap country and village churches. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


We respectfully submit the following tabulated financial state- 
ment for the entire period from the organization of our work to 
January 1, 1876 :— 


Receipts—On General Accounts. 


From Conferences, 1866-67, $85,435; personal and special, 
$6,914 66; interest, $243 09; total, $92,592 75. From Confer- 
ences, 1868 to 1871, $257,852 91; personal and_ special, 
$10,787 69; bequests, $5,129 12; advertising, $1,138 25; in- 
terest, $6,444 36; total, $271,352 33. From Conferences, 1872 to 
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1876, $296,724 65; personal and special, $16,090 57; bequests, 
$3,437 49; advertising, $1,425; interest, $27,918 54; total, 
$345,596 35. Making the following grand totals: From Confer- 
ences, $630,012 56; general and special, $33,792: 92; bequests, 
$8,566 or; advertising, $2,463 25; interest, $34,605 99; total, 
$799,541 33. 


Receipts—On Loan Fund Account. 


Cash from 1868-71, $50,447 24; annuity, $62,785; net total, 
$13,232 24; loans returned, $12,289 85. Cash from 1872-76, 
$34,104 85; property, $44,000; annuity, $52,815; bequests, 
$5,280; net total, $137,190 85; loans returned, $45,812’ 58. 
Grand totals: Cash, $84,552 09; property, $44,000; annuity, 
$16,600; bequests, $5,280; net total, $250,432 09; loansreturned, 


$58,102 33. 








If we add to net. receipts’ on’ general account......0..... $709,541 33 
Amounts borrowed from. bank............... avare atatst bist 50,000. 00 
And amounts borrowed on bonds..........e0.eeee eens 48,750 00 
We shall have the whole amount in general account .... $808,291 33 
And to net receipts on Loan: Fund........ $250,432 09 
Woamorretinen eden tre sen. co leip ieee siaisiemiere seve oc 58,102 33 





We have the whole amount on Loan Fund account .... 308,534 42 


Showing theitotal:tothave: been 0.0.00. 6 cians ests cee soee $1,116,825 75 


Disbursements—General Account. 


* Donations to Churches, $293,444 87; Bank debts paid, $50,000; 

discount, etc., $3,977' 22; bonds redeemed,. $3,314 55; interest 
and annuities, $4,803 32; office expenses, $10,135 37; salaries 
and traveling expenses, $38,352 o1; publishing and posting An- 
nual, $4,510 85; General Committee and annuity expenses, 
$2,557 60; total, $411,095 79. 

From January 1, 1872, to’ January 1, 1876: Donations to 
Churches; $236,370 36; bonds redeemed, $28,885 45; interest 
and annuities, $33,509 53; office and: incidental expenses, 
$10,225 523 salaries and traveling expenses; $40,405 29 ;, print- 
ing and postage on mail matter, $5,175 92; General Committee 
expenses, $2,893 35. 


Disbursements from organization to JanuaryI, 1872..... $417,095 79 
Disbursements from January 1, 1872, to January 1, 1876. 357,465 42- 





Total Disbursements on general account............. $768,561 21 


On loan accounts from organization to January 1, 1872, 
$158,547; from January 1, 1872, to January 1, 1876, loan to 
Churches, $124,700 90; property as received, $61,000. 

39 
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Total Disbursements on general account............... $768,561 21 
Total Disbursements on Loan Fund account ........... 344,247 2 
Balance, January 1, 1876 ....... Sts a retelape ste ste onskemeZtecees 4,016 64 

MDOtAl SE plale tye canvexeras cfetoakeelatoeie cintleie wie eter $1,116,825 75 


STATEMENT OF LOAN FuND ACCOUNT, JANUARY 1, 1876. 


RECEIPTS—FROM ORGANIZATION, 











Cash fby ConatiOmpe:tossieleste spe cietere whe siete les eeee tats $84,552 09 
ELOPCLLY Dy ACODALION a suer tewes: a cicpahcpeciote ects cageroratereysisaereiois 44,000.00 
Caskey SUDJECE LOTAMMULLY tere salts te eierelele et diel iaianele Cerekers ot ae 87,050 00 
Property (bonds, etc.) subject to annuity............... 29,550 0@ 
ID EGHIESES tal fe sresatel stant ore ate sist tach ens, c/s tetore ers f lssetere ener speyenoteraeets 5,280 00 
Bondss outstanding naar cei preperctacsetae tone, asyelareieds sila eheiehe 16,550 OO 
ioaned tromspeneralsaccoun tas sles misleipaisto ls eit \lelacetels 21,161 89 

PT OLA NE ROA ss brcre nots itis tol c stdout slate ee Ratna a pier Mo abel tetas $288,143 98 

‘ CONTRA. 

Loans to Churches outstanding January I, 1876......... $214,593 98 
Propertyseas TECceived i He wala ein elcia te slave sieseresiavolelorte etenatele 73,550 00 

WOU a Rete te eye cps arecsutlarerereye cteye Siadstegelote Perce ysretnsuesevanis « - $288,143 98 


THE EXPENSES. 


_ The foregoing exhibit shows that the total net receipts of the 
Board have been :— 
On general account: that is, of funds for the general purposes of 

the Board, donations to Churches, expenses of administration, 

etc., at the discretion of the General Committee and Board .... $709,541 33 
On the Loan Fund, to be used only by loans ...............0-0.- 250,432 00 





Mating ral totalloftrtopelstclosietetscrskebe fevorerarelevelel-cetetsl reicio re seers $959,973 33 


And that the total expenses of the administration of the Society 
have been $113,255 91. 

If we deduct from this the amounts received for advertisements 
in the Annual, $2,563 75, (which is but a fair deduction from the 
expense of publishing, ) we should have, as the total actual ex- 
penses, $110,792 16; and deducting it, also, from the net re- 
ceipts, together with interest received, as an offset for interest and 
annuities paid, would show the expenses to have been 12 per 
cent. of the total net receipts. That is to say, that of every dol- 
lar contributed to this cause, 88 cents have gone to the aid of 
needy Churches, and the remaining 12 cents to pay the expenses 
of ascertaining the real merits of each case, and of applying the 
needed relief. But inasmuch as the expenses must all be de- 
frayed out of the general funds of the Board, for the reason that 
no part of the Loan Fund can be “ used for current expenses,” 
some have thought that the per centage of expenses should be 
estimated on the basis of the net receipts on the general funds. 
If this be done, the case would stand thus: Of every dollar con- 
tributed to the general funds of the Board, 843 cents have gone 
to the aid of needy Churches, and 153 cents to the expenses of 
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administration, and to the accumulation of a permanent fund of 
$250,432 0g, and the care of the same, including the collection 
and reloaning of $58,102 33, and the procurement of additional 
subscriptions and pledges that will increase the fund to at least 
$425,000; and to the publication from time to time of much valu- 
able information and suggestions, especially in reference to church 
architecture, which has been of great service to hundreds who 
have received no pecuniary aid out of our treasury. And more 
than all, we have succeeded in establishing, within the church, a 
permanent and responsible organization that already stands sec- 
ond only to our Missionary Society in the grandeur of its benev- 
olent achievements, and in the confidence and affection of the 
Church; an organization that has already superseded largely, and 
is destined to supersede entirely, the old and vastly more expen- 
sive system of special, personal, and often annoying and unrelia- 
ble begging for Churches at a distance. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by order of the Board 
of Church Extension. 

ALPHA J. KyNnett, Corresponding Secretary. 


Tue AMOUNTS ASKED AND RECEIVED FOR THE YEAR 1876. 


No. taking 
OONFERENOE. no Amount Amount 

Collections. Asked. Received. 
Alabamary ji cesecs0es->-55e 0 81 $200 $16 30 
Arkansas ...-0seeceeseee cece 20 _ 200 16 55 
Baltimore.........seeses sees 20 3,600 1,944 03 
EA MORTIA)-/6 are) siaiioi ie sin\ei sinievels 75 1,000 577 34 
Central German .c.i\c0 rere wieievsiere II 4,500 5,242 61 
Central Whinois, ..32.-+.<65-+- 1g 3,000 1,699 09 
Central New, ViOxrk< c/a) «soi. <1101 45 4,000 1,591 72 
(Central OMVOsseye) seus ere sel sarers 34 2,000 842 15 
Central Pennsylvania.......... 24 3,000 1,732 42 
Chicago German,.....+-++.--- 12 1,000 2,406 00 
Cimeinnati. 0... yee oe eee se 31 4,000 1,419 42 
Colorado... ....++eseereeeeees 5 500 469 go 
Delaware.......-.--eeeeeeeee II 150 113 17 
WES MOMes. 26s enews selec res 47 1,500 596 II 
IDK ca en SooeeecU amp OObee c III 3,000 626 74 
East German.......--.-+seeee II 1,000 995 70 
East Maine.........+s-ssee0- 33 500 206 55 
East Oregon & Washington.... 16 DOOM nih bata eerste Pie 
STO e ei aket shevaioeiaZeel'aros) =o): sie\° 64 4,000 831 63 
ANGLIA ce ieteosie wlsrelcierele piste sjelelecsi 19 100 26 of 
Georgia... .... eer eeceesceeeee 51 400 224 10 
Germany and Switzerland...... 3 Shenoy ete ey Fuptis tne 
la some ates crs eteiereces (> ose else whe) 700 I13 10 
lUlbinerseomonoepddu ano G Obes S50. 769) 3,500 1,042 54 
Indiana .....--.e- eee eee sana So) 2,000 427 00 
Poweale sis serait t= he SoBe it aines Be! 2,000 390 65 
eATGAST Tie oacsimto eds <laletstens Ete ar OO 1,000 107 87 
Kentucky ....- +--+: SECO A a Ie 1,200 705 20 
Lexington......++++-+seseeees 24 200 go 40 
TEGUIGIATI Ane seine eicleneoiers <lerete st 25 800 194 go 
INSerie. 25'o sele aoe Oe Bee tates ay SA: I,000 269 30 
Michigan......e.+-+ sereseeee 70 2,500 874 03 


Minnesota......+-++++- soasne Zo) 1,500 623 O5 
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No. taking 
CONFERENOE. no Amount Amount 
pe ak : Collections. _ Asked. Received. 
IMUISSISSIP PI! «o'aserei0.%, 0, ¢10.01 1s al sso 86 $500 orale 
Risconre ton st eee ec sees 61 1,000 146 30 
Nebraskasiit. oc cere ates Wee OX 700 155 79 
IN@Wadae 22% areitieie ite 'olsisl stele biel ete I 200 104 gO 
Newark s Sativoerctel tens areterete ele ieis 79 3,000 1,281 43 
New sin oland ler ttsc saree s.creja)sieis 101 4,000 1,274 22 
New, Elammpshires: cae. cee > «d 56 1,000 467 31 
iNew Jierseyes cites clan's sis cise cre 29° 2,500 1,388 06 
UNews MOE SEIS eAerainnel sitet heres tote 93 7,000 3,487 14 
New) York; Bast... icc. <dj¢5,0 0s 122 6,500 2,284 54 
North: @arolinds carne. ce cele 23 200 36 60 
INOLthsANGIAN A <5 0 ste o,0, care ciesete 26 2,000 497 00 
Northern New York........... 25 2,500 Q40 92 
North @hionie TS 27 2,500: 829 04 
North-west German........... 19 1,000 2,349 90 
North-west Indiana........... 39 2,000 353 02 
North-west Iowa........eeses. 27 500 I16 90. 
Oniowenatocdcorecicscleres cretion 34 4,000 1,222 75 
@revon. settee etek ere es 17 800 95 50 
Philadelphiaz.:ic\icisicceeie/sie ni oye eee OB; 8,200 7,017. go 
Bitiepurchyr cet acta sage soe 96 5,000 1,808 53 
PTOVIdenCesocis caresses eoae lee 61 - 2,500 1,420 65 
ROG WRAVET: ts ts,a, cusosieaiars Saslenere G 56 4,000 1,912 72 
ROCKY, MOUNTAIN. s,s /s0e oie) 18 >) staieis I5 200 I70 00 
by WOUISiire wanatilateieh aire ue 88 1,000 II2 55 
South@arolinartaces ss clos eee 48 500 IIg 49 
Southern German. :......0000 8 300 56 80 
' South-west German........... 52 2,000 2,619 00 
HOuthemn. (Minos... cleisie/h ste.6 39 2,000 419 40 
South-eastern Indiana......... 14 2,000 593 95 
South Kansas.. eyese vce scetee 30 : 600 132 78 
WREDICES COMI AS Havehis bidder ete aoe 43 400 183 45 
PPERASE icicle ccc cause ceioe peels vee 49 200 54 60 
PLOY enero nicteters sfetayos eiore ciaale cts 47 3,500 3,411 82 
Wpperslowaiecicen so woes cee 30 2,000 676 62 
VErIMONt ih temtomtet ire etter 51 500 269 43 
VARTA. Wao epee (aite sts euaysih os erste aI 300 I06 05 
WVASHIno ton a cmemvet cele mie mieiets 28 500 274 15 
Western New York........... 21 3,500 447 82 
West Vexass tet arccie vtele okie 23 200 64 I0 
WiesteVireinia dct csreni-s id eee 45 500 200 06 
‘West. Wisconsiny.'.. sc. sels sie 26 1,000 315 55 
SWI INGTON sarees rors seretsreltsieree 18 2,500 913 18 
IWASCONSINGGy fe velo srcisienier canes 34 2,500 40I I9 
Wiyorinor arco en scene ee 16 2,000 1,013 14 
MIMISSOUS Ts cae eres cue ec hola ann ee ore 30 25 
3,220 $144,050 $68,252 98 
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5O.—sournal, page 242, 
REPORT OF THE FREEDMEN’S AID SOCIETY. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: With profound gratitude we 
would recognize and acknowledge the goodness of Almighty God 
in prospering our work. Through his favor our cause is gaining 
the confidence of our people, and by his blessing our schools are 
increasing in their influence for good. 

The time will come when the origin of the educational work of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, in behalf of the Freedmen, will 
be studied with interest; hence we deem it proper to include in 
this report a brief historic statement. This will embrace three 
distinct periods, each marked by the relation of the Society to our 
Church. 

I, Prior to the General Conference of 1868 the Society was in 
name and work Methodistic, but had no official connection with 
the Church it served. 

IIT. In 1868 the General Conference accorded to it the recog- 
nition of a Methodist society, but kept it on probation for four 
years. 

III. In 1872 it was adopted by the General Conference, and 
given a place among the connectional societies of the Church. 


-First PERIOD. 


The organization of our Society was completed August 8, 1866. 
This was done in the West, where, from the first, Methodism took 
part in the support of the undenominational Freedmen’s Aid Com- 
missions. A number of our brethren had place in their. manage- 
ment, and were thereby in position to survey the whole field. 
They saw the advantage of the school to the Mission, but they 
adhered to the general work until after several large denomina- 
tions had turned their support from it to denominational agencies. 

Bishop D. W. Clark, D.D., and Rev. J. M. Walden, D.D., were the 
first to move in the organization of a Methodist Society.. Bishop 
Clark gave special service to the Southern work of the Church in 
the Mississippi Valley; Dr. Walden was Corresponding Secretary 
of the combined Freedmen’s Aid Commissions in the West; they 
studied the same field from their respective official positions ; they 
consulted with each other and with the other Methodists holding 
official relations to the freedmen’s work, the result of which was 
a meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio, August 7 and 8, 1866. 

There were present at this meeting Bishop D. W. Clark, Adam 
Poe, D.D., T. M. Eddy, D.D., Luke Hitchcock, D.D., R. S. Rust, 
D.D., A M. Reid, DB, B. F. Crary, O.D., Robert ‘Allyn, D.D., 
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J. M. Walden, D.D., Hon. Grant Goodrich, and J. F. Larkin, Esq. 
During the meeting letters were received from Bishop T. A. 
Morris, F. C. Holiday, D.D., General Clinton B. Fisk, and Walter 
S. Carter, Esq., each favoring the organization of a Methodist 
Society. 

The question was not without its embarrassments. The Freed- 
men’s Aid Commissions had then recently combined so as to rep- 
resent the undenominational work of the whole country. There 
were reasons for continuing so catholic and so grand a work, if 
deemed practicable; to turn the Methodist Church away from 
these Commissions at that time would leave them practically with- 
out support. The records of the meeting show that the discussion 
was careful and thorough, and it resulted in the formation of our 
Society. 

The following, the first official paper, embodies the chief facts 
upon which this action was promised :— 


THE FREEDMEN’S AID SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


This Society was organized by a Convention of Ministers and 
Laymen, held in Cincinnati, Ohio, August 7 and 8, 1866. It is 
designed for the relief and education of the freedmen—to operate 
in connection with the Missionary and Church Extension Societies 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Our Church has aided the efforts of the undenominational 
Freedmen’s Aid Commissions of the country from their organiza- 
tion. It is believed, after a prayerful consideration of all the 
facts bearing upon the matter, that the time has come for the 
separate movement now projected. The more important reasons 
for this are the following, namely :— 

1. The progress of the missionary work of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the South has developed inviting openings for 
schools among the freedmen, and demonstrated that such schools 
are essential to its highest usefulness among that people. 

2. The Aid Commissions, with their own schools to maintain, 
have not the means to support others thus required by our mis- 
sionary work, and, if they had the means, it would not be com- 
patible with their undenominational character to appropriate their 
funds to the mission schools of our Church. 

3. The Missionary and Church Extension Societies of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, having before them specific work recog- 
nized by and under the direction of their Boards of Managers, do 
not meet this special educational want of the freedmen of the 
South. 

4. The membership of our Church will be appealed to in behalf 
of the freedmen by some association, and will respond to the ap- 
peal. The amount thus contributed would, if controlled by a 
‘Methodist Society, accomplish, in connection with our missions, 
more for the freedmen than if applied through other agencies, and 
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would also, without further burden to our Church, and without 
diminishing any of its other general benevolent contributions, 
.maintain the schools for which there is a constant and pressing 
demand in this most important and promising department of our 
missionary work. 

In view of these and other considerations, the above-named So- 
ciety was organized under the accompanying Constitution. The 
Society asks the recognition, approval, and co-operation of the 
Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and re- 
quests that, in furtherance of such co-operation, each Conference 
organize an auxiliary society. 

D. W. Ciark, President. 
J. M. WALDEN, Secretary. 
CINCINNATI, OHIO, August 8, 1866. 


After the adoption of the Constitution and the above paper the 
first Board of officers were elected as follows :-— 

President—Bishop D. W. Clark, D.D. 

Vice-Presidents—Gen. C. B. Fisk, Hon. Grant Goodrich, Rev. 
I. W. Wiley, D.D. 

Corresponding Secretary—Rev. J. M. Walden, D.D. 

General Field Superintendent—Rev. R. S. Rust, D.D 

Recording Secretary—Rev. J. M. Reid, D.D. 

Treasurer—Reyv. Adam Poe, D.D. 

As is the case with every other great work in our Church, the few 
men who, in advance of others, saw the opening field, and organ- 
ized this Society to occupy the same, could not measure the mag- 
nitude of that for which they planned. In the beginning the work 
was necessarily preparatory, often the most difficult to perform, 
and least apparent when accomplished. In this case the co- 
operation of the Church in the North was to be secured, and the 
location of the schools in the South to be determined. 

During the fall of 1866 and spring of 1867 the claims of the 
Society were brought before the Annual Conferences, and it re- 
ceived their unqualified approval, the highest indorsement that 
could then be given. The first order for the appointment of 
teachers, seventy-five in number, was made October 6, 1866. 
There was little money in the treasury, but the members of the 
Board, believing the cause to be providential, had faith that it 
would be sustained. 

The receipts of the first year aggregated $37,139 89; fifty-two 
teachers were employed, and all the funds were applied directly 
to the educational work, except the amount required to maintain 
the office. Drs. Walden and Rust prosecuted their respective 
duties with unremitted diligence, and by the close of the first year 
the Society had a great work in hand, and its importance was 
gradually recognized. The relations of the Society to the Church 
were changed before the close of the second year, for which rea- 
son a more definite statement of the work of this first period is not 
given, although it should be added that by this time the general 
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policy of directing its efforts largely to the planting of schools for 
the preparation of teachers and preachers was settled. 


SECOND PERIOD. 


April 25, 1868, the Board, by resolution, placed the affairs of 
the Society at the disposal of the General Conference, requesting 
such action as, in its judgment, would subserve the best interests 
of the freedmen. 

While the matter was before the General Conference, the ques- 

tion of uniting it with the missionary and other societies was 
specially considered. Because of the character and relations of 
its work, such union was not ordered. Its status for the four 
years was fixed by the adoption of the following :— 
' “ Resolved, 1. By the General Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, that we hereby recognize the Freedmen’s Aid 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and sanction its 
organization and approve of its objects, and earnestly commend 
it to the liberal support of our people every-where, and to the 
co-operation of our ministers and members in the South. 

“ Resolved, 2. That we commend our Annual Conferences to 
place this Society on the list of annual collections, and urge our 
ministers to use their influence to secure to it all the contributions 
of our people designed to promote the specific work in which it - 
is engaged. 

“ Resolved, 3. That the Bishops are hereby authorized to ap- 
point a traveling preacher as the Corresponding Secretary of this 
Society.” 

This recognition gave a fresh impulse to the work. Dr. Rust 
was chosen Corresponding Secretary, which position he has oc- 
cupied, and has been charged during the eight years with the 
entire executive work of the Society. As will be seen by the ac- 
companying exhibit, the contributions of the people increased 
each year, and considerable sums were received from the Freed- 
men’s Bureau. 

The plan of establishing at eligible points in each State one or 
more training schools was carried forward, and much valuable 
real estate for this purpose was secured. All the States were not 
reached during the four years, but a substantial and far-reaching 
‘work was accomplished. ‘The receipts, from the close of the first 
year to February 1, 1872, amounted to $277,968 66; the number 
of teachers employed averaged ninety; and an average of eight 
thousand pupils were under their instruction each year. 

The acquisition of real estate made it necessary for the Society 
to have a corporate existence, and in pursuance with the regular 
action of the Annual Meeting, November 1, 1870, a legal incor- 
poration was effected under the general laws of Ohio. 


THIRD PERIOD. 


In answer to a petition, the General Conference of 1872 
adopted this Society as its own—gave it a place by the side of 
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the other benevolent institutions under its control. The Board 
of Managers would now present for your consideration a state- 
ment of-its work during the quadrennium. 


Work ACCOMPLISHED. 


In speaking of the work accomplished, we have in mind its 
nature and extent. We do not contemplate the establishment of 
a general system of common schools; that belongs to the State, 
and not to a benevolent and Christian enterprise, although it 
will be furthered by our training schools and higher institutions. 
Our aim is to train Christian ministers and teachers for the South, 
and in time, for the elevation of the race, whether found in the 
Southern States, the West Indies, South America, or the con- 
tinent of Africa. This work meets a want felt by every branch 
of the Christian Church that has taken any interest in the evan- 
gelization of this people, and to meet this necessity our Society 
shapes its plans and directs its resources. 

Our Society is also a factor in the social and civil problems of 
the South. It is demonstrating that the freedmen may become 
good scholars and accomplished teachers, thereby preparing the 
way for the introduction of a public free-school system. It en- 
courages them to fit themselves for positions of responsibility, 
where their moral worth, as well as mental acquirements, must be 
recognized. It sustains a large corps of Christian teachers, whose 
efficiency as instructors is only equaled by their zeal in true 
missionary work—-men and women whose unselfish devotion is a 
constant interpretation of the Christian love of those who give to 
this cause—men and women whose very presence is an inspiration 
to those who are struggling up from an entailed degradation. 

The financial statement is from February 1, 1872, to June 1, 
1875, the close of the school year, during which period of three 
years and four months the receipts were $190,825 81. During 
the three full school years covered by this report, $115,799 56 
were expended in the support of teachers and schools. The 
number of teachers averaged sixty-five, but the grades of 
teaching have been elevated. The additional real estate cost 
over fifty thousand dollars, and endowments have been secured 
amounting to $17,370. The office expenses, including salary of 
the Corresponding Secretary, and his traveling expenses, print- 
ing, etc., tor the three and one third years have been only 
$12,348 03. The Board found it necessary to employ a general 
agent to aid in the collection of funds, whose salary and expenses 
have been $7,975 33. While the Corresponding Secretary could 
not be relieved. from the supervision of this department, the 
agent rendered, during the time named, a service of great im- 
portance to the maintenance of the general work. 

In regard to this officer, we desire further to submit that, dur- 
ing the period of his employment, the duties of the Correspond- 
ing Secretary were too great for any man, unaided, to perform, or 
they would have been fully met by the indefatigable efforts of our 
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Secretary. The Board found that the rapid establishment and 
' general management of the institutions for which we had planned 
involved an amount of travel and personal attention that had not 
been anticipated. Land must be purchased, new buildings con- 
tracted for, or modifications in old ones devised, in addition to 
the selection of teachers and necessary visitation of the existing 
schools. The possession of real estate, now worth more than 
$200,000, in locations so eligible that its value must increase, 
guaranteeing to our educational movement a permanency scarcely 
reached in the older Conferences, is among the results of our en- 
abling our Secretary to give personal and prompt attention to 
this special and peculiar work. 

We need not name here other items of expenditure that will be 
found in the financial exhibit herewith published. We only add, 
that in view of the general and long-continued depression in 
business in our country, we rejoice that we can report so large a 
sum, as the contribution of our people to the cause intrusted to 
our control. 

The Society has aided in the establishment and support of the 
following institutions : 

Central Tennessee College, Nashville, Tennessee. 

Shaw University, Holly Springs, Mississippi. 

Claflin University and Baker Institute, Orangeburgh, South 
Carolina. 

Clark University and Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia. 

New Orleans University and Thomson Biblical Institute, New 
Orleans. ; 

Wiley University, Marshall, Texas. 

Haven Normal School, Waynesborough, Georgia. x 

Rust Biblical and Normal Institute, Huntsville, Alabama. 

La Teche Seminary, Baldwin, Louisiana. 

Bennett Seminary, Greensborough, North Carolina. 

Cookman Institute, Jacksonville, Florida. 

Centenary Biblical Institute, Baltimore, Maryland. 

Orphans’ Home, Baldwin, Louisiana, _ 

In addition to the above institutions of a higher grade the So- 
ciety has aided in the support of many common schools. 


How THE Money is EXPENDED. 


Rs Our expenditures may be included under the following general 
eads : 

1. Permanent investments in School Property. It is the design of 
the Society to establish a seminary of a high grade within the 
bounds of each Conference in the South. This cannot be done at 
once; but it is a favorite idea with the Society, and it will be 
effected as rapidly as its funds will admit. In the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose, lands must be purchased and improved, 
school buildings and dormitories repaired and erected, apparatus 
and furniture purchased. It has already secured school property, 
consisting of lands, school buildings, boarding-houses, and furni- 
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ture, worth two hundred thousand dollars. In the event that the 
Society should cease or complete its work, then these institutions 
may pass to the Conterences in which they are located, and be 
perpetuated under Methodistic influence and control. 

2. The Support of our Teachers. This includes their traveling 
expenses to and from the field, salaries and board. As the grade 
of the school is elevated, the qualifications of the teacher must be 
increased, and the salaries of the professor are greater than those 
of the primary school-teacher. Sixty teachers have been em- 
ployed the past year, a number less than in some preceding years, 
yet secured at a much greater expense in view of their increased 
qualifications. It is a mistaken idea that inexperience and poorly 
qualified teachers may do in this work. None but the very best 
can succeed; and scarcely less caution should be used than in 
selecting missionary teachers for the foreign field. But teachers 
of high qualifications cannot be obtained without a remunerative 
salary; so that while the number of our teachers decreases, the 
amount of money required for their support greatly increases. But 
we must have good teachers; these in the end are the cheapest; the 
poor ones are very expensive at any price. Our Society has been 
fortunate in its teachers; and they have become as distinguished 
in bringing souls to Christ as in imparting a knowledge of the sci- 
ences, being led to engage in this self-sacrificing work by their 
Christian devotion, and their interest in this unfortunate people. 

3. The Aid of Young Men preparing for the Ministry. The great 
want of our Church in the South is an intelligent and properly 
trained. ministry. An ignorant minister can do but little to in- 
crease the knowledge or spirituality of the people. He can 
neither expound the Scriptures nor explain the polity of the 
Church. He cannot successfully refute error or defend the truth. 
A large number of our ministers, prior to emancipation, were un- 
able to read, being prohibited from learning by severe penalties. . 
Since that time many of them have learned to read, and, with a 
wonderful insight into revealed truth, and a deep spiritual ex- 
perience, have been instrumental in reaching men and leading 
them to Christ. But the times and circumstances which surround. 
this unfortunate people demand ministers of increased attain- 
ments. The least that we should do for them is to give them 
‘an opportunity to become good English scholars. Our love for 
the truth, for Methodism, for Christianity, should be satisfied with 
nothing less. Hundreds are now in our schools preparing for the 
ministry and for missionaries in Africa, aided by funds from our 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, and the number might be greatly in- 
creased if the friends of Christ would furnish us the means. Dur- 
ing the past year the preachers of several of the southern Confer- 
ences were invited to our seminaries, and were drilled for weeks 
in the elements of an English education, in the Discipline of the 
Church, and in the doctrines of the Bible; board, traveling ex- 
penses, ‘and tuition being paid by the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 

4. Preparation of Teachers. Especial attention has been given 
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to the establishment of schools for the training of teachers, be- 
lieving that we could exert in no other way a more extensive and 
enduring influence. Whoever furnishes the educators of a people 
controls the current of thought and molds future generations; and 
Methodism owes it to herself, to humanity, and to God, to take 
an active part in the elevation of four millions of freedmén, and 
in the reconstruction of the South upon the broad principles of 
religious freedom. Thousands are now employed in teaching with 
success who were educated in these schools; and if they shall be 
liberally sustained, the time is not far distant when they will be 
able to supply the surrounding country with well qualified Chris- 
tian teachers. It is the concurrent testimony of all familiar with 
this movement, that the great want of the South is a supply of 
thoroughly educated Christian teachers; educated in heart as well 
as in head, in morality as well as in science. Religion must be in- 
wrought into the very fabric of the soul, and not merely impressed 
upon the surface;.and this must be done in the process of their 
education, and not postponed until the work is completed. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THREE YEARS AND FOUR MONTHS. 








Pebruary: ©, T7279 Cash ih “Treasury tates efor uetete ete tane ote e oreiteletee $344 08 
From February 1, 1872; to April 30, 1873, 15 months............ 45,543 23 
From May I, 1873, to June 1, 1874, 13 months.............080% 58,978 24 
From May 31, 1874, to June ©, 1875, 12 months. . 22.00 oeeececiee 86,304 34 
Cash contributed in three years and four months............ $191,169 89 
Loan to balance account May I, 1873.......0..004% $9,766 22 
Loan to balance account Jume I, 1874.....0..0..62% 8,012 67 
Loan to balance account June 1, 1875............-. 249 57 
MGtalloans wes corer. es ilee seis ole oul a eletelsteles dre ——___ 18,028 46 
Total Récbipts 4.4% asta tan ms tse Cree s--- $209,198 35 
REAL ESTATE, 
SUS 72 ander O74. stile Gatcrnstns crete sees a terete $6,346 26 
1872 and 1873. Holly Springs, Miss................ 1,668 13 
1872 and 1873. Marshall, Texas o.j..nn .iewes sisiees «4 + 2,500 00 
US 7erandhrs 73. News Onedns lia ere decdeemuevek icy : 666 66 
School Building and Furniture, Orangeburgh, S.C.... 3,550 00 
= 14,731 
May 1, 1873, to June 1, 1874. New Orleans, La..... $800 ‘00 eee 
May 1, 1873, to June 1, 1874. Orphans’ Home, La.. 5,000 00 
May 1, 1873, to June 1, 1874. Marshall, Texas...... 2,833 00 
May I, 1873, to June 1, 1874. Atlanta, Ga.......... 1,729 65 
May 1, 1873, to June 1, 1874. Nashville, Tenn...... 9,000 00 
: : a Gs On s08) 
May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. New Hall, Nashville. $8,000 00 
May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. New Orleans, La.... I,500 00 
May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. Greensboro,’ N.C... 2,157 OO 
May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. New Building, Clark. 
AMVETS byes chntere oren le Se perce eee cena eT I,200 00 
May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. Cookman Institute... 600 00 


May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. Haven Normal School 100 00 
May 31, 1874, to June 1, 1875. Ellijay Seminary, El- 
lays GOOTGIA oe wnae clases ses ord selccrascrece ne ae 2,539 68 
a ae. TO3000208 
WATTICUMOLWALC.h -isiciss holiest oe Ree $50,190 38 
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Brought forward............ $50,190. 38 
SALARIES. OF TEACHERS, AND SCHOOL EXPENSES. 

LOUTOK Danie AT GUAGE. iaraatsira: elsl dis oss foloigy i«gtastens (Pya'9) s\aleinisioins Wd $33,829 05 
TiS PAUL ph Gy] Ae maes ofnscaie gas cich siete cpsinas wiainisas sisiavs teieiavelovers . 40,712 39 
LO7A ANG ESTE. cae isiess' 6.6 Meleroaticisise ras Saree es 41,258 12 

— 115,799 56 

: ENDOWMENTS. 

GentralyRennessee Colleges iene ci s.cje eleierwiesee occ: #72 $10,000 00 
Shaws Umiviersiteyes « js00.41 © 2ie.s% +156 mks ets taPariera lors tacs O06 I, 370: 00 
Clark University....... erin setarchohaterereetsieenelae\er ahs 6,000 00 

eaters | Lian OO 

Repairs on Building, Insurance, and Interest..............2000- 5,512 50 


SALARY, OF CORRESPONDING SECRETARY, POSTAGE, OFFICE AND. 
TRAVELING, EXPENSES, 


From February 1, 1872, to April 30, 1873, 15 months $4,432 49 





From May I, 1873, to June 1, 1874, 13 months..... 4,145 88 

From June 1, 1874, to June 1, 1875, 12 months...... 3,769 66 
; aSS3 12,348 03 

SALARY OF GENERAL. AGENT, TRAVELING EXPENSES, AND 
POSTAGE. 

From February 1, 1872, to April 30, 1873, 15 months $2,656 11 

From May 1, 1873, to June 1, 1874, 13 months..... 2,765 85 

From June 1, 1874, to June 1, 1875, 12: months..... 2,553 37 
; Stim 7;975 33 
Balancevini Mncasumys) )UMey La) LOWS versie cistpis wie osnis slelsleieys <istsjsesiel= 255 
Mopale Wicbursenientstrtve/siss ciciesie ois cc's onielsicinte sicisiele leis ec 6.6 $209,198 35 

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL DISBURSEMENTS, ° 
First year, total disbursements... 2.2.0... RODATa BOOUdGS hOK $37,139 89 
Second) yea, totaladisbumrsemmen tsi. /cr,.0/er<snie) tha sieleusiciereielow eur viele aie 50,167 24 
Ahindayear, total AISbUrSeMENtS:., « cieccleia\ since ess) ivelslelalale's « sucleieyicu 4 *93,513. 50 
Mourthyy,ean; total disbursements: . 6... .0.c:ccc ccc cscs cccn ce nscee *82,719 40 
Eitthsyear,, totalsdisbursements,... 620 occ 5 ccs sec ces esses moins 51,568 43 
Sixthyyeax, total, disbursements. .(.'.../)« oie cise ssyiencies cece asieesiciee 55,053 53 
Seventh year, total disbursements............ AD GOHCH cD ace Kno 66,995 74 
Eighth year, total disbursements ..........2.cceees aren ceboon 86,562 88 
MOEA a ret ycccnetenen che vare ip Lavine cayaceto sisussatetel clasieaeveter che see Pe aes $524,320 70 
THE INDEBTEDNESS OF THE SOCIETY. 

Loan to balance account at close of year, May 1, 1873. $9,766 22 

Loan to balance account at close of year, June I, 1874. 8,012 67 

Loan to balance account at close of year, June I, 1875. 249 57 
————._ $18,028 46 

€ 


Our: DEBT. 


It. will be. observed’ that the Society is in debt $18,028 46, in- 
curred not in current expenses, for these have been kept within 
the. annual collections, but in the investment of permanent school 
property, which will be remunerative for years to come. The 
Secretary, by authority of the Board of Managers, planned the 
operations of the Society annually upon a careful estimate of its 
real income, and, by rigid economy and persistent effort, has kept 


* Including Appropriations from.Freedmen’s Bureau. 
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the expenditures so nearly within this limit, that it was found 
necessary to make only the small loan of $249 57, to meet the en- 
tire deficiency for the present year, the deficiency for last year 
being $8,or2 67, and that of the year preceding $9,766 22. When 
it is remembered that the urgency of this work has been so 
great, and the peril of delay so immense, no one, we think, will 
feel disposed to blame the society for its indebtedness, especially 
as it has a property worth more than ten times its outstanding 
obligations to meet any emergency or disaster. 

One hundred thousand dollars was the sum estimated by the 
Board of Managers, after careful deliberation and examination, as 
the smallest amount demanded for the prosecution of its work 
among the freedmen, for each year. Only eighty-six thousand five 
hundred and sixty dollars and thirty-three cents have been raised 
the past year, although it is a handsome increase over the income 
of any preceding year, yet it leaves a deficit on the estimate almost 
sufficient to liquidate the entire indebtedness against the Society. 

A much larger amount than the estimated one hundred thousand 
dollars should have been raised by a Church of so large a member- 
ship and possessing so much wealth; but the varied benevolences 
of the Church were pressing their claims so urgently upon our peo- 
ple that the Board of Managers will not deem it judicious to plan 
their work upon a more extensive scale, or apportion a larger sum 
tothe Conferences. But every dollar of that apportionment should 
have been met, and might have been, had fidelity to the require- 
ments of the Discipline been adhered to, and the claims of this 
cause earnestly presented to the people, and donations in its be- 
half solicited. We trust that the ministers will perform this service 
for Christ and this poor people. If so, our debt shall be speedily 
paid, the necessary sum for this work shall be raised, and the en- 
terprise of saving five millions of people and making them tribu- 
tary to the salvation of the world shall be crowned with success. 

The great duty of the hour, the one that should be impressed 
upon the mind and conscience of the Church and nation as pre- 
eminent at this crisis, is the salvation of these millions of colored 
people in our midst, who, in the providence of God, seem designed 
to play so important a part in the destinies of this nation and the 
world. This race is looked upon as a prize to be secured for per- 
sonal, political, or ecclesiastical aggrandizement. Rome is plan- 
ning upon a gigantic scale to proselyte and make it subservient to 
its wily schemes, and Romanists are prodigal in their expenditures 
for this purpose; political demagogues are striving to secure their 
votes to ride into power and office, while they sacrifice every in- 
terest vital to the welfare of the freedmen to their own personal 
emolument; and parties and sects, and different sections of the 
country, regard these poor people as legitimate spoils. Truly, 
their condition is a sad one, and the outlook fearful. Unless help, 
on a scale commensurate to the magnitude of the interest in peril 
speedily come, consequences too appalling for contemplation will 
overtake us. While we hesitate in the vigorous prosecution of 
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this work, the race drifts away from our influence, the Church 
suffers, and the Republic trembles in the balances. No more ur- 
gent work for Christ and fallen humanity challenges our attention 
anywhere upon the face of this round world. No other people of 
equal population can be neglected by us at a hazard so disastrous. 
No greater obligations urge us to engage in any other mission of 
usefulness, nor do any other fields of culture promise earlier or 
more bountiful harvests. 

We insist upon it that the part we took in emancipation binds 
us with solemn obligations to educate, for education is the only 
completion of emancipation; and we are urged to complete this 
work by every consideration that induced us tocommence it. To 
have emancipated and left these millions in ignorance and degra- 
dation would have partaken more of the character of crime than 
of charity. To neglect the education of this people will be to 
perpetuate the wrongs inflicted by slavery, increase the peril of 
the nation, bring disgrace upon the Church, and provoke the just 
judgment of Heaven. Giving freedom, and preparing its recip- 
ients for if, must go hand in hand, else this blood-bought boon is 
not worth the terrible price it cost. 


CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 


While as a Board we have given such attention to the affairs of 
our Society as other duties would allow, we assure you that its 
growth and success is chiefly attributable to prudent and efficient 
management by the Corresponding Secretary, Rev. R.S. Rust, D.D. 
We deem our Society more than fortunate in having his services; 
he is experienced and successful as an educator, judicious and 
economical-as a financier, comprehensive in his plans and ener- 
getic in their execution, and he has long been identified with the 
friends of freedom in practical efforts for the elevation of the 
colored race. The active members of our Board have been asso- 
ciated with him during the entire history of the Society, and feel 
that it is but strictly just to place on record our high appreciation 
of his devotion to our cause, and of his ability in the management 
of the affairs of the Society. 

At our last meeting the following minute was unanimously 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That we, as the Board of Managers of the Freedmen’s 
Aid Society, feel deeply impressed with the fact that the extent of 
the operations and the success of the efforts of this Society in 
promoting education among the freedmen of the South, are largely 
due to the unfailing industry and able and prudent management 
of the Corresponding Secretary, Rev. R. S. Rust, D.D.; and we 
respectfully ask at the hands of the General Conference soon to 
meet at Baltimore, his return to his present position. 


CoNCLUSION. ° 


The influence of the Society is felt all over the South. Fifty 
thousand have been taught in its day, and a larger number in 
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its Sunday, schools.. Hundreds of preachers now laboring among 
this people, and thousands of teachers engaged in instructing 
the children, have been taught in institutions established and sus- 
tained by this Society, which has provided in the South a school 
property worth more than two hundred thousand dollars. It is 
estimated that more than forty thousand children have been 
taught by those trained in our schools, so successfully does this 
work perpetuate itself. A society that has done so grand a work 
as this bears the: seal of divine approbation, and deserves liberal 
support from the Church and Government. Our mission work in 
the South could not have been planted, and cannot be sustained, 
without our schools; and we must liberally sustain this educa- 
tional work among the poor freedmen of the South, or prove 
-recreant to the highest obligations of humanity, and incur the 
displeasure of God. 

Respectfully submitted, by order and on behalf of the Board of 
Managers of the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. 

R. S. Foster, President. 
J. M.. WaALvEn, Secrezary.. 
CINCINNATI, OHIo, April 26, 1876. 


——_—04e-—__— 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


ArT the request of the Board of Education, the General Confer- 
ence of 1872 elected a Corresponding Secretary of ‘the Board, 
with instructions that he should devote all his time to the promo- 
tion of the cause of education. It also provided that the Bishops 
could, in case of a vacancy in the office, supply it until the com- 
ing General Conference. 

Pursuant to this action, Rev. E. O. Haven, LL.D., who had 
been elected to that office, entered upon his duties in September, 
1872, and devoted all his time to them till June, 1874, when he 
accepted another office. From that date his salary ceased. He 
has, however, been able to devote considerable attention for the 
last two years:to the interests of the Board of Education, but 
has not charged or received any compensation for such services. 
From a report made by him to: the Board in January, 1874, a 
copy of which is herewith submitted, the nature and some of the 
results of his labors during the first year and.a half of the quad- 
rennium may be learned. 

The invested funds of the Board now amount to. one hundred 
and two thousand dollars ($102,000.) During the last two years 
and a half theré have been expended on students, members of the 
Church, and seeking to. prepare themselves for the ministry at 
home or abroad, or for greater usefulness in the Church, the ag- 


1876.] Report of the Board of Education. 625) 


- gregate sum of more than twenty-two thousand five hundred dol- 
lars ($22,500.) This sum has been distributed among about four 
hundred different students in all parts of the country. Some of 
them have received aid during the whole period, and some only 
for six months, none at a higher rate than one hundred dcllars a 
year, and some at no more than ten dollars u year. 

_ All who apply for aid sign a form of application like the follow- 
V8 oho 

“The undersigned, a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at , being years of age and in sound health, feeling 
that it is my bounden duty to obtain a better education for use- 
fulness in Christian work, and cordially approving of the Doc- 
trines and Discipline of the Methodist Episcopal Church, solicit 
a loan from the Board of Education of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and hereby pledge myself, in case a loan is granted, to 
repay the same at my earliest convenience, after my school educa- 
tion is completed.” 

It will be observed that the application is for a loan, and it is to: 
be expected that hereafter much of the money will be returned to 
the Board. Before the loan is granted, the Board has requested 
that a certificate of recommendation be furnished either from the 
preacher in charge and the superintendent of the Sunday-school, 
or from a Quarterly or District Conference where the applicant is 
a member. 

Aside from its direct benefactions, the chief work of the Board 
has been to suggest and stimulate action for the promotion of ed- 
ucational interests in various ways. To its appeals issued from 
time to time may be attributed, at least in part, the increasing ob- 
servance of the Children’s Day, now recommended in our Disci- 
pline, and which, could it become universal, would insure most 
desirable results. ‘The Board proposes to repeat its claims and 
continue its efforts, especially through the agency of the press, to 
secure this end. It earnestly requests the members of the Gen- 
eral Conference, as well as pastors every-where, to throw the 
weight of their influence in favor of increased attention to this 
mode of instructing the children of the Church in promoting the 
education of more or less of their number for the highest and 
broadest spheres of Christian activity. 

The influence of the Board has also been felt, especially through 
its Corresponding Secretary, in promoting the organization of a 
larger number of Conference Education Societies. Through 
these societies much more is being done than heretofore for the 
assistance of needy students, and the Board rejoices in all that is 
thus done as in furtherance of its own important objects. Nor 
has it felt at liberty to contravene the obvious preferences of many 
of the Educational Societies and Conferences to use the proceeds 
of their collections in their own territory, however desirable it 
might be to see the educational activities of the whole Church or- 
ganized into one grand and compact system, fike that of the Mis- 
sionary, the Church Extension, or the Freedmen’s Aid Society. 








626 Journal of the General Conference. [1876. 


Facts seem to prove that more money can be raised for local than 
general objects, and when both are so important it seems desira- 
ble to encourage every species of effort that will promote either. 
To whatever extent, therefore, the Board can legitimately increase 
the liberality of the Churches in various sections in behalf of their 
candidates for the ministry and mission work, it will, in fact, pro- 
mote our own original designs. 

Besides, it is highly probable that primary results in this form 
will ultimate and largely tend to promote the specific objects of- 
the Board itself. The more the Church at large is enabled to see 
the fruits of benevolence, the more she will appreciate the impor- 
tance of consolidating and strengthening her central agency in 
that behalf. 

Thus it may be seen that the Board of Education has a wide 
and promising field both of direct and indirect action, and have a 
very important mission as a central agency of the Church. Its 
permanence and safety challenge a degree of attention and respect 
that cannot be secured by local organizations. 

It will never expire, but will continue to grow in resources and 
influence by means of the donations and bequests that will be at- 
tracted to it by its stability and security, as well as its usefulness. 
Its influence, too, will become more and more conspicuous as it 
continues from year to year to distribute the entire income from 
its permanent fund, together with all donations and collections 
for the assistance of needy and worthy students. Moreover, 
should a portion of the offerings of the people in connection with 
our National Centennial observances be allotted to this Board, it 
may result in a considerable addition to its permanent fund, and 
consequently to its annual disbursements hereafter. 

In view of keeping expenses as low as possible, in order that 
the greatest possible number of students may be aided, the Board 
do not request that a Corresponding Secretary be elected by the 
General Conference for the next four years. By the express pro- 
visions of the charter and constitution the Board has power to 
employ whatever officers or agents may be necessary for the trans- 
action of its business. 

The Charter requires that the General Conference shall appoint 
the members of the Board of Education. It is therefore requested 
that one be appointed for eight years in place of Rev. N. E. Cob- 
leigh, D.D., deceased; and four for the term of twelve years in 
place of Bishop E. S. Janes, Rev. D. P. Kidder, D.D., C. C. 
North, A.M., and Hon. J. Harlan, whose period of appointment 
expires at this time. 

Signed by order of the Board. 

E. S. Janes, Preszdent. 
C. A. Hotmgs, Secretary 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF GARRETT 
BIBLICAL INSTITUTE. 


DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: In accordance with the law 
of the Church, enacted by General Conference in 1856, we hereby 
respectfully present our Report of Garrett Biblical Institute for 
the last quadrennium. 

We are gratified in being able to say that the general state of 
the institution is prosperous, that the number of its students has 
gradually increased, and that the financial condition is fully equal 
to what it was before so much of its property was swept away by 
the great fire in Chicago in 1871. In these years of financial 
depression a very considerable falling off of income from rentals 
has occurred, but by the blessing of a kind Providence on our 
endeavors to observe the most prudent policy in all things we 
hope to suffer no material losses, but to maintain a steady and 
solid financial prosperity. 

In 1873 the Rev. William X. Ninde, then pastor of the Central 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Detroit, was elected to the Chair 
of Practical Theology, vacant as stated in our last report. Dr., 
Ninde also instructs for the time being in the still’ vacant Chair of 
Church History. -The Faculty stands as follows :— 

- Rey. Henry Bannister, D.D., Professor Exegetical Theology. 
Rev. Miner Raymond, D.D., Professor Systematic Theology. 
Rev. Francis D. Hemenway, D.D., Professor of Hebrew and 

Biblical Literature. 5 

Rey. William X. Ninde, D.D., Professor Practical Theology 
and Church History. 

Professor R. L. Cumnock, A.M., Instructor in Elocution. 

The instruction from the Faculty has been supplemented ably 
by fifteen paid lecturers extraordinary, and by several others who 
have rendered this service gratuitously. 

As required by General Conference, no student is matriculated 
except he is a licensed preacher, -or otherwise duly indorsed by his 
Church Quarterly Conference as a person proper to be admitted 
to study in the Institute with a view to the Christian ministry. 
Thus recommended, students are examined with a view to classes 
suited to their respective stages of study, and the result is that 
many are found on admission wanting sufficient preparation for 
the theological curriculum. Yo fit them for this they are put 
first upon preparatory courses reaching to college graduation if 
they will; but it so happens that a large per centum, for want of 
health, or funds, or will, fail to complete the courses to gradua- 
tion in the Institute. Yet a fair number of students persevere 
sufficiently, and these, reinforced by graduates from other insti- 
tutions, constitute our classes in theology each year, as reported 


below. 
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The students for each year of last quadrennium were as fol- 
lows :— 


Year. In Theology. In Preparation. 


LSB welo ye ots ore = srg aprady aewroste ge We sta 69 76 
DOTA se cake oilers deicdake oaisidisa wie ec we 76 96 
TO WEvcyacisretsieie siete er ehu nto gots eters 81 75 
TOTO mere ct tretstercve vereneeirt ameter erate 95 71 


In the above table no student is counted twice in the same 
year; but students in theology are individually distinct from 
those in preparation, and of the former some fifteen colleges are 
represented. College graduates are received as candidates for 
the Degree of Bachelor of Divinity, and those not graduates, but 
who are adequately advanced in scholarship, for the Institute 
Diploma on the completion of the course. 

There have been educated more or less in the, Institute-during 
its history over nine hundred duly admitted students, one hun- 
dred and ninety-six.of whom have completed the full course of 
study required, by the Institute for graduation. Nearly all of its 
entire number are now preaching in the,home or fone fields of 
evangelical labor. 

The constant aim of the professor is to foster in the students a 
critical sense of moral duty in all things, and to. promote vital 
godliness to the utmost. Many, students occupy their Sabbaths 
“in preaching and Sunday-school work, and several have appoint- 
ments under the presiding elders. As the result much good is 
done, and many souls are converted to Christ. 

Indigence in students is a great cause of their failure, in so’ 
many cases, to complete their graduation in the Institute. The 
Institute has no funds to aid them, and the Conference collections 
here and there for their aid are often so meager and penurious, 
that no applicant for admission as a student is attracted to the 
school by the offer of pecuniary. assistance. The benevolent 
offerings sent in for the help of students are necessarily doled 
out in small amounts, and to the most needy ones. It is not the 
theory nor the practice of trustees or professors to relieve stu- 
dents from self-exertion, and self-help. They inculcate self-re- 
liance to the utmost degree, or at least, up to the point where too 
much tension of mind for this shall not endanger the scholarship 
of the student; and here is the point where beneficiary aid can 
do incalculably good service. And here we gratefully acknowl- 
edge the appropriation by the Board of Education of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church of three hundred or four hundred dollars 
for our needy students during each year of the past quadren- 
nium. Our prayer is that the ability of that excellent institution 
may increase many fold to aid the youth of our Church in their 
frequent hard-pressing necessities. 

Garrett Biblical Institute is favored with an increased interest 
of the Annual Conterences, as is made evident by their appoint- 
ment of visitors thereto to inspect the doings of the trustees, and 
the instructions of the Faculty, every year. These visitors annually 
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represent about eighteen Conferences in the West and North-west. 

They come over long distances, and at their own expense: and 

partially to compensate such outlay the Faculty and trustees have 

added a new~interest to the anniversary by attaching thereto the 

exercises of a recently instituted Pastors’ Theological Union, which . 

thus ‘far have proved a marked attraction and success, convening 

on the last year’s occasion two hundred and thirty ministers who 

represented thirty-three different Conferences. 

Respectfully submitted, Grant Goopricnu, President. 
ORRINGTON Lunt, Secretary. 

Board of Trustees of Garrett Bib. Inst. 

EVANSTON, 472/22, 1876. ‘ 
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QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY OF 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY. 


FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The Trustees of Boston University, as 
custodians of the oldest Theological Seminary of our Church, re- 
spectfully submit the following report :— 

Within.the past twelve months it has been the privilege of the 

school to graduate the largest class it ever graduated, and to re- 
ceive the largest class it ever received. 
' The average attendance during the quadrennium has been just 
ninety-nine; the preceding quadrennium, although we then had 
one preparatory class, the average was but sixty-nine. Last quad- 
rennium the average number of students who had enjoyed a col- 
legiate preparation was but thirteen, this quadrennium it has 
been fifty-five. This is a most significant and cheering change. 

The patronizing territory of the school is as unrestricted as 
ever. Of the hundred and one students now in attendance, sev- 
enty-two per cent. are from beyond the limits of New England, 
and thirteen per cent. from foreign countries. 

The representation by States is as follows: Residents of Mas- 
sachusetts, 18; from Ohio, 16; from New York, 10; from Penn- 
sylvania, Michigan, and Wisconsin, 5 each; from Vermont, IIli- 
nois, and Iowa, 4 each; from Connecticut, 3; from New Bruns- 
wick, 3; from Rhode Island, California, and the District of Co- 
lumbia, 2 each; from Ontario and Nova Scotia, 2 each; from 
Maine, New Hampshire, Delaware, Kentucky, Minnesota, and 
Colorado, 1 each; from Hayti, Newfoundland, Prince Edward’s 
Island, England, Asia Minor, and China, 1 each. Thus twenty 
States and Territories of the United States are represented, and 
nine foreign States or Provinces. In the whole history of the 
Christian Church few schools of theology have equaled this in the 


breadth of its regular patronizing population. 
From 1868 till 1872 our institution tried the experiment of a 
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four years’ theological course for such students as had not enjoyed 
the benefits of preliminary instruction and training in the languages 
and higher English studies. In several individual cases the result 
was highly gratifying, but, on the whole, the evils and embarrass- 
ments of the system quite prevailed over the advantages. While 
it induced some to seek and obtain scholastic training for their 
work who otherwise would not have done so, the tendency of the 
arrangement was to attract to the theological school students who 
needed to go to the Conference Academies and to College first, 
and who with a little resolution and effort could do so. It also 
introduced into our regular theological classes, in the latter years 
of the course, a class of students not properly qualified to receive 
instruction with the better prepared. For these and other rea- 
sons the ‘“‘ quadrennial course’ was dropped four years ago, and 
each year’s experience has only confirmed the wisdom of the 
change. 

Within the past two years a number of applications have been 
received from young women desiring admission to the regular 
course of instruction with a view to graduation. Three such 
have been admitted, and are successfully carrying forward their 
studies. As two of them are local preachers, regularly licensed by 
Quarterly Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church, they 
could have been excluded only by an arbitrary and odious dis- 
crimination, inconsistent alike with the principles of our Univer- 
sity and with the spirit of our Church. Even those who are 
opposed to the licensing of women as preachers would doubtless 
agree, that if our ecclesiastical authorities are to go on licensing | 
them, the Church ought, in self-defense, to provide for their ap- 
propriate instruction and training. 

The special attention which our school began to give to Chris- 
tian missions in 1869 is still continued. For the last seven years 
a lecture has been given once a week upon some topic connected 
with the theory, history, geography, or practical administration of 
missions. ‘The interest taken in this branch of instruction is very 
gratifying. It has been greatly stimulated by occasional addresses 
from returned missionaries, and by courses of lectures given by 
prominent representatives of missionary work. It has been our 
aim to secure one such course of special lectures every year. 
Several returned missionaries have spent a part of their furloughs 
in the school, and greatly added to the interest of the students in 
the fields represented. Nearly all of the current year two such 
missionaries, Brothers Pilcher and Ohlinger, from China, have 
been in attendance. During the quadrennium six of our gradu- 
ates have gone to foreign fields. Four of these have gone to Span- 
ish speaking populations, with the advantage of a preparatory 
drill in the language. Much more could be done for the special 
preparation of candidates for different foreign fields if the author- 
ities would allow them to remain in the school a year or more 
after their acceptance. 

Closely related to this missionary instruction is another pecul- 
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larity of our curriculum, namely, the prominence given to the study 
of the Comparative History of Religions, Comparative Théology, 
and the Philosophy of Religion. Of course these fields of inves- 
tigation are too broad and too new to be fully explored in the time 
which can be given to them, but in the present state of religious 
thought and of Christian enterprise few studies are more practical 
orimpertant. Our school was one of the very first, if not absolutely 
the first, of American Theological institutions to take its students 
through a systematic course of instruction in the Ethnic religions. 
Experience, we think, has shown that there is no way of approaching 
the great problems of Christian Apologetics and of Theism compa- 
rable with this. At the same time the general advantages resulting 
to the student from these studies are numerous and of untold value. 

The following table shows the size of all the classes graduated 
since the establishment of the school in Boston :— 


1868. 1869. 1870. 1871. 1872. 1878, 1874. 1875. 
Graduated cn tersyaeret aires Og) LO 8 8 Alert Ole Ome o7, 


The steady growth of the last five classes is especially remarka- 
ble, the increase through the half decade being continuous, and 
amounting to more than three hundred per cent. It is the more 
cheering as it shows that the institution is holding larger and larger 
numbers through the entire three years’ curriculum. 

In the Faculty but few changes have taken place during the 
quadrennium. In 1873,‘Dr. Latimer, Professor of Historical 
Theology, was elected Dean of the Faculty, and assumed a por- 
tion of the instruction before given by Dr. Warren. To relieve 
him of a part of his former work in the department of Historical 
Theology, Rev. Henry C. Sheldon, a graduate of the school, 
and also of Yale College, was elected Assistant Professor of His- 
toric Theology. After spending something over a year in Ger- 
many in special preparatory studies, he entered upon his duties in 
September, 1875. 

The Faculty as at present constituted is as follows :— 

William F. Warren, S.T.D., President, Professor of Comparative 
Theology, and of the History and Philosophy of Religion. James 
E. Latimer, S.T.D., Dean, Professor of Systematic Theology. 
John W. Lindsay, S.T.D., Professor of Exegetical Theology. 
Luther T. Townsend, 8.T.D., Harris Professor of Practical The- 
ology. David Patten, S.T.D., Emeritus Professor of Practical 
Theology. Henry C. Sheldon, B.D., Assistant Professor of His- 
torical Theology. Other intructors teach collateral branches. 

Our practice of supplementing the regular instruction by spe- 
cial courses of public lectures by distinguished theologians and 
preachers has been successfully maintained. The lecturers whom 
we were permitted to announce from year to year were as follows: 
1872-73, Hon. George G. Reynolds, LL.D.; Rev, J. Morrisaqn 
Reid, D.D.; Bishop Levi Scott, D.D.; Rev. Theodore D, Wool- 
Sey, Die LI Dr 1873-74, Rev, Benjamin. FF. Cocker, D.D.; 
Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, D.D.; Rev. John H. Vincent, D.D.; 
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Bishop Isaac W. Wiley, D.D. 1874-75, President Martin B. 
Anderson, LL.D.; Bishop Randolph S. Foster, D.D., LL.D.; Ex- 
Chancellor Alexander Winchell, LL.D. 1875-76, Bishop Will- 
iam L. Harris, D.D.; Edwards A. Park, D.D.; Stephen M. Vail, 
D.D. 1876-77, Bishop Edward G. Andrews, D.D.; Rev. Daniel 
Curry, D.D.; Ex-President Mark Hopkins, D.D., LL.D. But 
very few have failed to meet their engagements, and of these 
some have only postponed their courses for a season. ‘The lec- 
tures of the venerable Dr. Tyng were, by request, published under 
the title, “The Christian Pastor.” (Harpers, N. Y.) 

The advantages expected to accrue to the School of Theology 
from the opening of other University departments in connection 
with it are already beginning to appear. The College of Liberal 
Arts enrolls a considerable number of young men who are prepar- 
ing for the theological course. In time it must become a most 
important feeder to the school. Our Medical department, offer- 
ing as it does free tuition to all students preparing for missionary 
service, is an important auxiliary. Three have already taken a 
combined course of medical and theological studies. The in- 
struction and training of the school of oratory are so highly 
prized, that several’ students remain every year, after graduating 
in the theological course, to take the course in oratory. In con- 

nection with the College of Music, special advantages are offered, 
* without charge, to all our theological students. Much of the re- 

sponsibility for the future service of song in our churches will 
rest with their pastors, and we are glad to be able to afford them 
so valuable a preparation for it. Our school of all sciences is 
leading some of our graduates to broaden their minds by pursuing 
protracted courses of philosophical study, while others are im- 
proving the opportunity to study Sanskrit and such oriental 
tongues as are best adapted to assist in biblical studies. In afew 
years we may reasonably hope to have a generation of biblical 
and theological scholars equal to all the needs of our great and 
growing Church. 

We cannot close without giving expression to the solemn sense 
of responsibility which almost oppresses us when we look back 
over the four years which have elapsed since we last addressed a 
General Conference. Despite appalling disasters and losses, Proy- 
idence has almost forced us to undertakings from which: the 
boldest among us shrank. Step by step we have gone forward, 
and the evidences of divine leading have always appeared. Four 
years ago we had no school under our care save that of Theology; 

now the University includes eight colleges and schools, and has 
entered into important foreign alliances. Four years ago we re- 
ported ninety-four students only ; now, with no preparatory depart- 
ment, the total is six hundred and twenty-seven. We can but 
think that Divine Providence has a great work for this University 
to accomplish. That we may be endowed with the needed wis- 
dom and courage and ability rightly to superintend and develop 

it, we earnestly solicit the sympathies and prayers of the entire 
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Church. And as all sections rallied to the relief of the Garrett 
Biblical Institute in the hour of its peril after the great fire of 
Chicago, and as at present the losses of the Drew Theological 
Seminary are calling forth a noble and universal sympathy, so we 
especially ask, that in this year of centennial thank-offerings for 
the promotion of education, the losses and needs of the mother 
of all-our theological schools may be every-where remembered. 
No losses have been like hers, wo section has been readier to help 
others than her section, no school has served so many Confer- 
ences; is it too much to ask of her many sons in the General 
Conference and outside of it that they remember our necessities 
themselves, and place them also before the people. An addition 
of one hundred thousand dollars to the endowment of the school 
would enable us to educate double the number we now can do. 
‘May these means soon be placed in our hands:! 
In behalf of the corporation. 
WILLIAM CLAFLIN, President. 
DaAvID PATTEN, Secretary. 


54.— Journal, page 252, 
REPORT OF THE DREW THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


To THE BisHops AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


FATHERS AND BRETHREN: In compliance with the desire of 
former General Conferences, the Trustees of the Drew Theolog- 
ical Seminary herewith submit a report of the institution under 
their supervision during the last quadrennium. This seminary 
‘is now in the ninth year of its history, and is located at Madison, 
New Jersey. The design of its founder in making the gift to the 
Church, and of the Church in accepting the same, was to provide 
gratuitous theological instruction for young men called of God to 
the Christian ministry. No sooner were its doors open than ap- 
plicants presented themselves, and -ever. since the number of its 
students has been inereasing, with but slight and natural fluctua- 
tions. Already the graduates, including those who become such 
on May, 18, 1876, number one hundred and five. These young 
men are now laboring in the various Conferences of our common 
Methodism, and a good proportion are in our Western and Pacific 
States. Two of the three missionaries who founded our missions 
in Japan in 1873 were graduates of this Seminary. Others have 
gone to China, India, and Bulgaria during the last four years, and 
are endeavoring to spread scriptural holiness over those lands. 
On the other hand, young men, converted through the agency of 
our missionaries, have come to the seminary in order to become 
acquainted with our Methodist doctrines and life, and to bear 
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back to their native lands the results of their work and observa- 
tion here. 

At the General Conference of 1872 the Rev. Dr. R. S. Foster, 
who was president of the Seminary, was elected to the Episcopacy. 
This was a great loss, and its magnitude was fully appreciated by 
his brethren of the Faculty, and by all the students. It was felt 
that at once a brother, a teacher, and a father had left our midst. 
In May of the following year the Rev. J. F. Hurst, D.D., was 
elected by the Trustees to the presidency of the institution, retain- 
ing, however, the Chair of Historical Theology, which he had oc- 
cupied since his connection with the Seminary. The professor- 
ship of Systematic Theology being made vacant by the retirement 
of Bishop Foster, the Rev. John Miley, D.D., was elected to fill 
the same. The Rev. Henry C. Whiting, Adjunct Professor in 
Greek and Latin, was in charge of the Introductory Department. 
He resigned his position in May, 1874, and the Trustees did not 
fill his place. Consequently, the Introductory Department ceased 
to be an integral part of the Seminary, and with the present month 
it will be entirely discontinued. Hereafter there will be but the 
three regular classes, Junior, Middle, and Senior, and they con- 
fining themselves entirely to theological studies. 

These are the only changes in the Faculty and economy of the 
Seminary during the last four years. But other changes have oc- 
curred of a character calculated to embarrass very seriously the 
effectiveness and scope of the seminary. We refer to its financial 
condition. In 1866 Daniel Drew, Esq., gave one hundred acres 
of land, with a large central building, and erected subsequently two 
dormitories and houses for four professors. He gave, further, a 
promissory note for $250,000, on which he paid the annual inter- 
est of 7 per cent., amounting to $17,500, down to December 1, 
1875. There being generally a deficit in the sum necessary to 
meet the current expenses, he likewise paid that as well, until 
compelled to desist from all payment. The approximate sums 
donated by him since the origin of the seminary are as follows :— 


Ground*and*® Mead" ballis sas caccem e siscncietels so an erererterare $100,000 
Asbury and Embury Halls, with furniture for use of 
Students ehis. sicleta slave a inieiels wheleters ouspeye epevelmnelouerersdeleiteotans 75,000 
TED Tar Yate cte ete Pe aicter tees eres yokelpe oheretetateroheieer cepepetersTersteas 15,000 
Professors® hOUSES\s;-/s'< aie eicisis. s)s\si0 aie otels.0 e166 ¢ sterertteveyetsre _ 84,000 
WNinevann tial Payments: pcre is sos tnpelelo cites ssisiera® sree esiowe 180,000 
AOtalay. cok clorcntatemt ah ots Sats le eheterere eta ether ciei estore $454,000 


This large sum of money, paid by Mr. Drew in the short space 
of nine years, entitles him to the gratitude of every Methodist and 
every friend of higher education throughout the land. It is only 
just to add, that his financial misfortunes arrested him in his great 
plans for the still larger endowment and more vigorous efficiency 
of the Seminary. Not only was he thus interrupted, but he com- 
municated to the Board of Trustees his inability to pay any part 
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of the note of $250,000, or the interest on the same. A calamity 
of such magnitude had never before befallen any of our institu- 
tions. It was sudden and complete, and occurred in the very 
midst of the Seminary year. The Trustees met at once, and 
adopted measures looking toward relief. Messrs. J. B. Cornell, 
A. V. Stout, J. Ferry, and E. L. Fancher made liberal subscriptions 
immediately, the same to be paid annually for four years. The 
aggregate amount of these subscriptions, designed to meet current 
expenses, was $23,000. Subsequently A. V. Stout, Esq., endowed 
the Chair of the President of the Seminary in the gift of $40,000. 
A fortnight later the family of the late Hon. George T. Cobb, of 
New Jersey, endowed the Chair of New Testament Exegesis in the 
gift of a sum of equal amount, to wit: $40,000. For these noble 
and timely benefactions we desire hereby to record our sincere 
gratitude and hearty appreciation. Their great value and appro- 
priateness can only be measured by the magnitude of the calamity 
which called them forth. 

With these gifts, however, the work of restoring the endowment 
is only inaugurated. The Seminary is a connectional institution ; 
it belongs to the whole Methodist Episcopal Church; and we 
trust that all who desire the best preparation of our ministry for 
the great work of preaching the Gospel in this and foreign lands 
will come to its relief by such gifts as they may be able to place 
in its treasury. Students from all parts of our country enter the 
Seminary, and on finishing their studies go out to labor in our near 
_ and distant fields. There are at present 105 students in attend- 
ance. They represent twenty States and Territories of the Union, 
and six foreign. 





55,—sou rnal, page 166, 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH. 


To THE BIisHOPS AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


DEAR BRETHREN: Since the last Quadrennial Report the trusts 
then accepted by the Board for the Freedmen’s Aid Society, 
numbered in that report 1, 2, and 3, are still held as therein stated. 
The mortgage for $3, 500, named No. 4, is now in litigation in the 
State of Illinois, and is in danger of being lost for “the reasons 
stated below. The property conveyed to us by Stephen Griffiths, 
of Danville, Illinois, as noted in our last report, for the Orphan’s 
Home at Baldwin, Louisiana, is also in litigation in the Courts of 
the State of Illinois. It seems that by the laws of that State, 
as interpreted by its courts, no conveyance to a foreign corpora- 
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tion is good and valid; and as our incorporation was effected un- 
‘der the laws of Ohio, our title to this property, together with the 
$3,500 mortgage above mentioned, is likely to fail, and the prop- 
erty lost, as Stephen Griffiths’ heirs contest the same on the 
grounds stated. 

The Baum and Craig notes, mentioned in our last report for 
$1,424 75 each, have been disposed of as follows: the proceeds 
of one note, mentioned in that report as being in the hands of Rev. 
R. S. Rust, D.D., as Agent of the Orphans’ Home at Baldwin, 
Louisiana, have been paid over to that institution; the other note 
for $1,424 75, due December 26, 1872, was by order of the Board 
transferred to the said Orphans’ Home. 

Nothing has been received by the Board from the estate of 
Joseph T. Wilson, named in our last report. 

1. On the 14th of March, 1873, Paulina R. M’Mullen, of Mendon, 
St. Joseph County, Michigan, conveyed certain land in Kalamazoo 
County, in that State, to Oscar H. Law, to be held by him so long 
as he should pay to our Board, on or before the first of April each 
year, beginning with the first of April, 1875, fifty dollars each year 
for the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church 

On the fifteenth of March, 1873, Miss M’Mullen conveyed the 
same property to our Board in fee for the use of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society aforesaid. No moneys have been 
paid by Mr. Law, but the Board is in correspondence on the sub- 
ject, and hope to realize the benefit of the gift. 

2. On the twenty-third of January, 1874, the Board received a 
bequest of $1,000 by draft from the estate of Mary Webster, of 
Binghamton, New York, for the benefit of the New York branch 
of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, which was accordingly indorsed, and the re- 
ceipt of Mrs. Orange Judd, treasurer, is on file among our papers. 

3. Toward the close of the year 1875, Mr. Dreibelbis, of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota, devised a large amount of property in that State 
for the purpose of founding and maintaining an Orphans’ Home 
for destitute orphans in that State, and devised to your Board one 
hundred and sixty acres of land in Meeker County, Minnesota, as 
the location of the institution, together with ten thousand dollars 
for the purpose of improving the lands and putting up buildings. 
There are further provisions for the maintenance of the institution, 
and for the appointment, by our Board, of its directors, not impor- 
tant to specify. But the bequest is coupled with a condition that our 
Board expend a further sum of ten thousand dollars in the im- 
provement of the property. This, some of our members think, is 
impracticable, and have concluded not to accept the trust, and 
the parties in interest have been notified accordingly. Without 
such a condition we should hesitate to accept such a trust, as the 
object is scarcely within the purview of our creation. 

4. On the day of April, 1876, the Board received a be- 
quest of $1,000 from the estate of John P. Letter, of Lockland, 
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Ohio, in trust for the ee s Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and are ready to pay it over. 

The Board has just been advised of further bequests, but they’ 
have not yet assumed such shape and definiteness as to be worthy 
of further mention at this time. 

The present classification of Trustees is as follows :— 


TeRmM EXPIRES. 


May 1876. MAY 1880. 
Ministers. Ministers. 

Rev. William Young, Bishop I. W. Wiley, 
“William H. Goode, Rev. Joseph M. Trimble, 
«Luke. Hitchcock, D.D. ‘tC. Holliday, 

Laymen. Laymen. 

M. B. Hagans, John Cochenour, 

Harvey De Camp, Edward Sargent, 

Will Cumback. Amos Shinkle. 


The terms of office of Rev. Messrs. Young, Goode, Hitchcock, 
and of Messrs. Hagans, De Camp, and Cumback, having expired, 
these vacancies, by the Articles of Incorporation, must be filled 
by your body. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JosepH M. TRimBLE, President. 
M. B. Hacans, Secretary. 


———_0¢¢—___—_ 


56. —Journal, page 259, 
REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTERED FUND. 


To tHe Bishops AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE 
oF THE MetTHopisT EriscopaL CHURCH. 

DEAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The Trustees of the Char- 

tered Fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church respectfully sub- 

mit their quadrennial report showing the condition of that Fund 

as it stood January. 1st, 1876, and ‘of its operations during the 

last four years :— 


Amount of Invested Funds, January I, 1876 ye be GUO OOOO DA GUNOe $42,870 00. 








GS SST Ofian DHSS, GP EEE ES ich Pec ORODOCE CIC 65 07 
Ghat iat A AA ao tees Um hey A GLNB TInt DCO OS GEOG TOO ae GCs GORMOm $42,935 07 
Amount as per our report im 1872.....-+.+. sees seer eee eee e ee 40,186 66 
Increase in four years... 2... cece eee ees cree cere eer en eres $2,748 41 


The above increase has been derived from the following sour- 
ces, namely :-— 


Rev. L. M. Vincent, Treasurer, New York Conference.......... $60 00 
Joseph-G. English, Ulimois)Gonference .......sccce.s.seccseres 314 65 
&. S. Meginnis, Mattoon, WIM ecto asec hice! Sone ecge ssp eee 54 00 
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Donation by J. W., of Philadelphia. .........--.e sees esse ee ses $13 07 
Profits in exchanging securities to make the Loan to Metropolitan 
Methodist Episcopal @iunchiciiacsutacloleteietetsieiets!feleta eieriny=| fate 1,785 99 
Stock Dividend, Union Mutual Insurance Company............. 20 70 
Rey. C. W. C. Munsell, Note and Mortgage for Illinois land .... 600 00 
$2,848 4t 
Less J. S. Rosecrans’s Centenary Note, pert in A. M. Burtais’s 
Hands: forico)lectiorige sit wile meluatteters tora Neree- tetera tarsiateraialej-re 100 00 
Bal ancerag ernst aco.cctie consca ie cieininns ate aieeie eteeeer ERT $2,748 41 


Besides the above, a number of promissory Centenary notes, 
ranging from five dollars upward, received from Rev. J. S. 
Munsell, of IlJinois Conference, are in the hands of our at- 
torney, A. M. Burton, Esq., who at this distance from the locality 
of the drawers of said notes finds them very difficult of collection. 


Inventory of Investment, etc., belonging to the Chartered Fund of the Methodist 


Lipiscopal Church, Fanuary 1, 1876. 


8 8 


8888888ss8 


8 § 


oo 
27 


Bond and Mortgage, (Georven)paldienkcels mrete aie eteistei cron nearePesetetoe $2,000 
EDS IN ABURTOUCHS sree sre aisteetetsmicreie sit rae dacs ee 7,000 

a < MECSAWidians EAR onoe on GoG4Gs BAe makefiolsy ase I,500 

oe oe hou are me te eee ee 6,000 

a “ Wallner OA terete otal ciere cistclevelesPersiacers 2,000 

“ se Wandvinwlllinoish Porn leh cette a etisirerstdeioe meee 600 
Ground-rent, Mrs. Sarah Barton... /......0c.escedeees Principal 5,500. 
vi John IMEC arthiy ste; sats: the forse arsiepetetorsi ai sei sue tele re 500 

Jobin Henvacksoniss cfcegn cvemis cuceclerciensuoitme aes s 650 

- Gift of R. M’Curdy, deceased............ es 850 

ef Bought of Missionary Society.............- “ 850 
Twenty Shares Insurance Company of North America....... Cash 190 
Twenty-three Shares Union Mutual Insurance Company..... a 230 
Bonds of Metropolitan Meth. Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C. _15,000 
OLA au cencdkocidoiae oon 6 OD OUIOTO GRUNH OND OO eDAT MONO ds He 6 2,870 
Add Wnin nested sitmd srs ate sacar eicrbo sete eye siaretate a retra reere ete #4; és 
Grand -Notal’*. sis. orecesetstecs wavere lesen aatels a ceie er eratale ePake helo Loe ae $42,935 


07 


The Fund still pays to Miss Sarah Morton an annuity of one 


hundred dollars per annum. 


The increase in the number of Conferences, now over eighty, 


prevents any increase in the amount of dividends to each :— 


Dividend paid in 1872, $35 00 to each Conference. 
SOLS 35 = AGROOn ee 
“ec “ee 1874, 30 oo “ee ce 
ce “e 1875, 30 ere) “ec ac 


Amount of income for division among the Conferences :— 


Rey Aaa aD. COCA OA ROA MENG Abie Gerad SaEa oes Booty $2,644 85 
TOs] 3 cpetonetetagata:stetostss aie visi a'ercve cfs syey slCperereVem eee tateT ETRE 2,388 I9 
LSI on iat ROSA ERA SIPC REI CB Cina SSH Ss OSLO OS 2,596 77 
boty ASO CaS HI cis HERO Ms PRIS teas Fes eGR Sins AE tects nc 2,555 55 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
Signed, C. Hieske ty, President. 


J. WuItEMAN, Treasurer. 
A. M. Burton, Secretary. 
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5'7 .— Journal, page 312. 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 
OF THE LADIES AND PASTORS’ CHRISTIAN UNION. 


WE rejoice to record the continued growth and prosperity of this 
Society. Every year there has been a marked increase in the 
number of its members and the amount of work performed. 

. During the last year the work accomplished has been much 
larger than in any previous year. This Society has taken strong 
hold on the sympathies and affections of the spiritually-minded 
women of the Church, and the reflex influence of the work upon 
those engaged in it is developing a large and efficient force for the 
evangelization of the masses. ‘Thousands‘of women who were at 
ease in Zion, and indifferent to the claims of the perishing multi- 
tudes around them, have been aroused, and have consecrated 
themselves to the work of soul-saving, and are carrying the Gospel 
to the people in their homes. ‘The effect of this is to increase the 
spirituality of the Church, and to bring the careless and criminal 
classes under the direct influence of the Gospel. 

In addition to the regular work of visiting from house to house, a 
very large amount of work has been done in jails, almshouses, and 
hospitals, and by prayer-meetings in destitute localities. Through 
these instrumentalities thousands of the neglected and sinful have 
been reached and saved. Whole neighborhoods have been evan- 
gelized. In several instances the work has been so large and sub- 
stantial that Churches have been organized, and are self-sustaining. 

The statistics we present of the work accomplished during the 
last four years give but a very inadequate idea of its magnitude, 
as a large number of the societies report their work in a general 
way without giving statistics. But while perhaps not more than 
one half of the work really accomplished is shown by the figures 
of this report, yet the record is sufficiently large and encouraging 
to meet the expectations of the Church, and stimulate to increased 
effort the friends of the cause. 

The highest aspiration of the Church is the evangelization of 
the masses; and in view of the unsaved multitudes about us, 
and the increasing power of Romanism in this country, with her 
organized bands of women, the need for a well-organized force 
seems imperative. 

We rejoice that the women of other denominations are respond- 
ing to this demand with such heartiness. There are forty Con- 
ference auxiliaries, within’ the bounds of which there are three 
hundred and seventy-five societies reported in working condition, 
with a membership of nine thousand three hundred and seventy- 
five. Many of these societies have been. at work from the begin- 
ning of this movement, and have been a great blessing to their 
Churches, remaining faithful through all the changes of pastorate. 
Others have been stimulated or hindered, according as their pas- 
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tors have been interested or indifferent. A very large number of 
societies have not reported, and are not included in this statement. 
Hundreds of Roman Catholics have been reached in their homes 
by these personal efforts, and a still larger number of German infi- 
dels. The mission Churches growing out of this work at Dela- 
ware, Ohio, and at St. Albans, Vermont, are reported in a most 
flourishing condition. This Society has labored under great disa- 
bility on account of the lack of funds, no provision having been 
made by the last General Conference to meet current expenses. 

In view of the actual and blessed results that have attended the 
labors of this Society for the last four years, and the immense pos- 
sibilities which we believe enfolded within it, we earnestly ask the 
General Conference to make suitable provision for its financial 
support. The following figures show the amount of work reported 
officially :-— 

AGGREGATE QUADRENNIAL REPORT. 


INumperiof tami lies aviSiked = ares etevete syne eto) sco ceva ralcisicete 139,826 
Number of' unconverted appealed to. 7. 2.0.52... e eens 355535 
Number who seldom or never attend church............ 24,608 
Numibex:ofsicksvisitedit. oicis ob lees Gadi beahava-ate hee 6,948 
Numberrof poorthelpediy. creweiteeyeatsyerst ates love o) foletaais xeteits 4,681 
Number of cixacts tdistributed ase carm,: cats ariacesteeres ie 998,351 
Number of children brought into Sunday-school......... 5,340 
Number ofmeetingstheldiiy')% ficial. Seas tte tetas aie reretet 3,031 


Many Societies report the number of children in a general way— 
a “ very large number of children,” etc., etc.—which adds nothing 
to this report. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 
ELLEN H. Simpson, President. 
W. C. Rosinson, Secretary. 





ts 
58,—sournal, page 245, 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE MINARD HOME, 


In July, 1870, Abel Minard, of Morristown, N. J., since deceased, 
presented to the Methodist Episcopal Church, through Bishop 
Janes, a valuable property in Morristown, N. J., which property was 
by him transferred to the Methodist Episcopal Church, a liberal 
charter having previously been obtained from the Legislature of 
the State of New Jersey. 

It is required by the said charter that the Board of Trustees 
shall ‘report to each General Conference of said Church the con- 
dition of the institution and its finances, and generally such mat- 
ters and things as may be necessary to inform said General Con- 
ference of the actual condition and wants of the institution. In 
accordance with the requirements of the charter, the trustees, 
through their committee, beg leave to present a brief outline of its 
history of the past four years. The trustees have aimed to con- 
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form their action in all respects to the provisions of their charter 
and the will of its benevolent founder, the late Abel Minard. 

The following classes, in their order, have been all entitled to 
its advantages : 4 

1, The female children of foreign missionaries of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church in the United States. 

2. The female orphans and half-orphans, having no means of, or 
provision for, support, of ministers of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. 

3. Such other female orphans and half-orphans, having no 
means of, or provision for, support, as the Board of Trustees may 
from time to time designate. 

By an arrangement with Mr. Minard, certain female children 
who have been placed in the “ Home” before its transfer were to 
be retained until suitable places have been provided for them. 
This obligation has been fully met, and, so-far as we know, all are 
now in comfortable homes. 

In the admission of children it has been the desire of the 
Trustees to conform to the order of the deed of trust from Mr. 
Minard, and give the preference to the children of missionaries in 
actual service. After the resignation of Rev. J. N. Crane, the 
first superintendent of the “ Home,” the Trustees secured the 
services of Rev. S. S. Wetherby, late missionary to India, who has 
been the correspondent with the missionaries, and who has en- 
deavored to secure their co-operation in making it a place for 
their children. 

The wife of one of our missionaries, with her children, has made 
it her home for the past few months. 

Children of the second and third classes have been connected 
with it from the first, and in this way much good has been done. 

All who have been there have been comfortably provided for, 
and, so far as the Trustees are aware, no complaint has been made 
against its management, or the provision made for the improvement 
—either mentally, physically, or religiously—of those intrusted to 
their care. It has been the aim of the Superintendent to make it 
what it was designed to be, a Christian home. 

The number at the home has been varied, and has averaged 
about six. There are at present six who receive its advantages. 

This institution is without endowment, and has been supported 
thus far by gifts from members of the Board of Trustees, by moneys 
raised by them and the Superintendent, by private subscriptions, 
and by moneys borrowed from time to time. The indebtedness 
of the institution at present is about five thousand dollars. _ 

The Trustees ask the General Conference their wise considera- 
tion of the best methods of using this important trust, and their 
advice and co-operation in meeting its financial obligations and 
securing its permanent usefulness. 


For the Trustees, SAMUEL Eppy, 
Henry A. BUTTZ, 
Committee. 
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REPORT OF THE FRATERNAL DELEGATES TO THE WES- 
LEYAN CONFERENCE OF EASTERN BRITISH AMERICA. 


To THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH. 


DrAR FATHERS AND BRETHREN: The undersigned and Rev. Wm. 
H. Elliott were appointed by the General Conference, held in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., in the year 1872, to bear its fraternal salutations 
to the Wesleyan Conference of Eastern British America. 

In June, 1874, we visited that body at its session at Charlotte- 
town, Prince Edward Island. 

Upon our arrival late on Friday evening we were received by a 
delegation from the Conference with marked cordiality and re- 
spect. On Saturday, at ro o’clock A.M., we were introduced to 
the Conference ‘and invited to take seats on the platform. The 
following Monday, at 10 o'clock A.M., was fixed as the time for 
receiving our communication. 

On Sabbath morning the writer, by invitation, occupied the 
pulpit where the Conference was in session, and in the evening 
Dr. Elliott preached in the same place a thoughtful and ia prees 
ive discourse: to a crowded and attentive audience. 

On Monday, at the hour appointed, the Fraternal Letter of the 
General Conference was presented and read by the secretary; 
after which each of the delegates addressed the Conference, 
expressing gratitude for the warm welcome received, congratu- 
lating the brethren on the success crowning their labors, and lay- 
ing before them such facts and statistics as it was thought might 
best illustrate the spirit, work, and responsibility of our Church. 

We were listened to with hearty demonstrations of joy, and 
resolutions were passed, by a rising vote, conveying the liveliest 
satisfaction with our communications, and a high appreciation of 
the courtesy of the General Conference in thus sending its fra- 
ternal greetings. 

In the evening of the same day the service of ordination was 
held, and the writer, by invitation, delivered the address to the 
candidates. 

On the same evening, compelled by other duties, we took our 
leave of the Conference, deeply impressed with the apostolic spirit 
of enterprise and aggression animating it, and its manifest pride, 
as a part of the Methodist family, in the character, growth, and 
power of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In the following September the Conference was united with the 
Methodist New Connection and the Wesleyan Church of Canada 
in a General Conference, whose greetings have been conveyed to 
this body by the Rev. J. A. Williams and Hon. John M’Donald. 

Signed, Wm. R. CLarK. 

BALTIMORE, MD., AZay 10, 1876. 
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ship, certificates of, 144, 170, 171; 
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tion to, 255, liquor traffic, 273; rental 
of buildings for, 272; love-feast tick- 
ets, 166; marriage, 101, 155, 164; di- 
voree, 101, 155; Missionary Socie- 
ty, new charter of, harmony with, 
136; relation of Society to Genera 
Conference, 150; missionaries, 154; 
missionary appropriations, 814, 347; 
missions, collections for, 1386; neg- 
lect of means of grace, 102; official 
board, 224; official business meeting, 
161; orders, concerning, 92; pastoral 
term, 97, 140, 162, 169, 205, 241, 222, 
223; Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 
publishing committee of, 350; preach- 
ers, acceptability of, 169; on division 
between them and presiding elders, 
97, 124; on leaving charge, 247 ; loca- 
tion of, 103, 152; reports of, 200; 
residence of, 165; support of, 171; 
presiding elders’ districts, 139, 142, 
158, 166, 361, 364; duties of, 139; 
salaries of, 223; support of, 159, 161; 
term of, 96, 205; to represent pastors 
and charges, 256; presiding elder- 
ship, 318, 319; probationers, Tecne 
tion of, 172; term of, 167,180; pub- 
lic worship, 140; Quarterly Confer- 
ences, 166 ; committee on, 154; order 
of business, 302; race or caste dis- 
eriminations, 280; rebaptism, 94; re- 
‘ligious corporations, 339; San Fran- 
cisco, publishing committee at, 196; 
semi-annual Conferences, 169; slav- 
ery, 161; stewards, circuit, 175; dis- 
trict, 155, 237; election of, 204; 
to substitute word ‘ persons” for 
‘‘men,” 99, 155, 159, 160, 191, 197, 
212; statistical reports, 155, 1565 


i 
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(Discipline, the, Changes in, continued.) 


Sunday-schools, 92; attendance, 142 ; 
missionary societies in, 271, 347; 
superintendents, election of, 92, 93, 
98, 142, 204, 218; supervision of, 92, 
304; superannuated preachers, claims 
of, 1388; 202, 203; supernumerary 
-preachers, 162, 167, 202, 2038, 272; 
theological schools, 209 ; unfermented 
wine, 154, 155; visitation of the sick, 
152; women eligible to Church of- 
fices, 252, 279. 


Discounts on Books, 230. 


District Conferences, 
memorials, etc., presented, 82, 114, 115, 
124, 125, 126, 127, 129, 182, 192, 229; 
Bishops as_presidents of, 145, 189; 
change of Discipline, regarding, 96, 
178, 202, 209, 355; establishment of, 
189; expediency of abolishing, 103, 
109, 110, 186, 222, 228, 236, 237, 
244,; modification of, 117, 178; order 
of business, 356; plan for, 84; on 
striking from the Discipline, 150; 
sub-districts, 178; on transfer of An- 
nual Conference business to, 145. 
District Stewards, 
place and time of meeting, 155, 237. 
Division of Money, 
between presiding elders and preach- 
ers, 97, 124. 
Divorce and Marriage, 101, 155, 190. 
Drew Theological Seminary, 
asking recognition in the Discipline, 
123; report of, 252, 633; trustees of, 
352. 
Duncan, J. A., 


from M. E. Church, South, introduced, | 


181; credentials and address, 211, 
420, 


East Genesee Conference, 
boundaries of, 8715; restoration of, 210. 


East German Conference, 
boundaries of, 872 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 4, 32; lay, 4, 82; removals of 
houses of worship, 201; resolutions, 
ete., from, 118, 148, 260. 


East Maine Conference, 
boundaries of, 372; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 4, 32; lay, 4, 32. 
East Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 372. 


East Oregon and Washington Con- 
ference, 
delegates of, ministerial, 5, 32; lay, 5 
32; resolutions, from, 87, 229, 248, 
Ecclesiastical Jurisprudence, 
committee appointed in 1872, report of, 
120; committee on, 183; report of, 
815, 389, 390; expenses of, 243; 
pleadings on cases of trial, 271. 


Ecumenical Conference, 367. 


a) 


Index. 


Eddy, T. M., 
. memorial services for, 257; address by 
R. L. Dashiell, 532. 


Editors, 

duty of, 201; on expediency of one for 
General Catalogue and Sunday-school 
books, 170; retiring, salaries of, 339. 

Education, 

Board of, 118, 154; report of, 186, 624; 
vacancies in, filled, 850; Board of, and 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, on union of, 
86; committee on, 50, 74, 77, 89; re- 

ort No. I, 265,301; No. Il, 265; No. 
II, 265, 851; No. IV, 278; No. V, 305, 
350; Nos. Vi and VI, 305; No. VIII, 
812; No. IX, 315, 852; No. X, 315; 
Corresponding Secretary of, 350; en- 
largement of field asked, 190; promo- 
tion of, by Quarterly Conferences, 227. 
Education Aid Society and Bureau, 
organization of, asked for, 135, 196. 
Educational Institutions, 
Methodist books and papers for, 246, 
Edwards, A., 

elected editor of Northwestern Christian 

Advocate, 266. 
Electoral Conference, 

on election of delegates, 81, 100, 101, 

102, 159, 181, 195. 
Episcopacy, 

against changes in, 183; committee on, 
44, 74; report No. I, 268; No. II, 
268, 289; minority report, 268; No. 
IIT, 282 ; minority, 289; No. EV, 303; 
majority and minority, No. V, 825, 
352; No. VI, 338, 853. 

Erie Conference, 
boundaries of, 188, 228, 244, 872; dele- 
gates of, ministerial, 5, 82; lay, 5, 32; 
resolutions, memorials, etc., from, 
148, 187, 228, 244. 
Evangelical Association, 

address of, 510; reply to, 512; delegates 
to, report of, 233; on appointment of 
delegates, 312, 381. 

Evangelists, 
On appointment of preachers and per- 
sons to the work of, 93, 96, 169, 204. 
Examining Committees, 
in Annual Conferences, 97, 124. 
Exhorters, 

on abolition of office, 127, 154; course 
of study for, 224; no distinction in 
sex, 144. 


Fast Day, 

preceding communion, 189. 
Fish, Henry, 

death of, resolution on, 315. 
Fisk, C. B., 


delegate to M. E. Church, South, 
report of, 411. 


FitzGerald, J. N., 
elected Assistant Secretary, 82, 


Index. 


Florida Conference, 
boundaries of, 118, 872; delegates of 
ministerial, 5, 82; lay, 5, 82; peti- 
tions and resolutions from, 118, 278, 
F'oochow Conference, 
boundaries of, 372. 


Fowler, C. H., 
delegate to M. E. Church, South, report 
of, 411; elected editor of Christian 
Advocate, 268. 


Frankfort, Germany, 
allowance for Institute, 105. 


Fraternal Correspondence, 
committee on, report of, 315, 316, 381, 


Fraternal Delegates, 

committee on time and place of recep- 
tion of, 41, 43; report of, 70; dis- 
charged, 111; special committee on 
reception, 72, 75; final report of, 384; 
from African Meth. Episcopal Church, 
introduced and addresses, 290, 487, 
490, 492; to African M. E. Church, 
report of, 281, 283; to African M. E, 
Zion Church, report of, 179 ; to Bap- 
tist Church, report of, 268; British 
America, Eastern, Wesleyan Conter- 
ence of, report of, 238, 642; from 
British Wesleyan Conference, intro- 
duced and addresses, 70, 120, 121, 
438, 449; leavé-taking, 145; to Brit- 
ish Wesleyan Conference, report of, 
991; from Canada Methodist Church 
introduced, 122; addresses of, 146, 
464, 469 ; from Canada M. E. Church, 
123 ; their addresses, 198, 477, 482 ; 
from Congregational Council, intro- 
duced, 291; address, 517; to Evan- 
gelical Association, report of, 233; 
from M. £. Church, South, intro- 
duced, 181; time of reception, 182; 
credentials and addresses, 211, 415; 
takes leave, 286; letter from, 146 ; to 
M. E. Church, South, report of visit, 
107,411; to the Methodist Church, re- 
port of, 162; from Methodist Church, 
report of, 181, 499; to Methodist 
Protestant Church, from last General 
Conference, report of, 128; from 
Methodist Protestant Church, intro- 
duced, 181; credentials and address- 
es, 198, 503, 507; from Presbyterian 
Church, introduced and_ address, 
239, 519; to Presbyterian Church, re- 
port of, 259; from Reformed Episco- 
pal Church, introduced, 265; his ad- 
dress, 274, 524; to Wesleyan Meth- 
odist Connection, 168; nomination 
and appointment of, 242, 243, 357, 
881; General Conference Journal to 
be presented to each, 146. 
Fraternal Relations with M. E. 

Church, South, 

paper from the Bishops, on, 112. 

Fraternity with other Methodist 


Churches, ] 
commission on, 339; two bishops to be 
added to, 381. 
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i F'reedmen, ; 
committee on, 58, 89; report No. I, 
282, 307; No. I, 305, 811; No. III, 
305, 810; general committee on, 345; 
memorial presented, 105. 


F'reedmen’s Aid Society, 

Board of, report of, 242, 613 ; on change 
of name, 201; constitution of, 210, 
310; Corresponding Secretary, elec- 
tion of, 269; on election of Assistant 
Secretary, 200, 216, 311;‘on merging 
with Missionary Society, 120, 127, 
150, 192; paper on, presented, 118. 

Fry, B. St. J. 


’ 
elected editor of the Central Christian 
Advocate, 266. 


Fuller, H.Q., . 
on re-election of, 113; elected editor of 
the Methodist Advoeate, 266. 


Garland, L. C., 
from M. E. Church, South, introduced, 
181; credentials and address, 211, 
431. 
Garrett Biblical Institute, 
quadrennial report of trustees of, 119, 





General Committees, 
on vacancies in, 261. 


General Conference, 

adjournment, .change in hour, 44; 
change of place of holding, 83, 91 ; 
change of seat of, approved, 40, 80; 
continued existence of, 304; delegates, 
numbers in, 100, 212, 214; delegates 
to next, certificates of election, 256; 
on final adjournment of, 75, 164, 240, 
316; meeting, time of, 142; organiza- 
tion of Conference, 29; pastoral ad- 
dress, 346, 409; publication of manu- 
al, 70, 915 ratio of representation, 100, 
160, 168, 194, 887; on reorganization 
into two houses, 403 roll called, 30, 
889; rules of order, 68; amendment 
of, 176, 288, 270; committee on, 41, 43 5 
report of, 68; devotional services, 
938; seat of next, 225, 292; secre- 
tary elected, 39 ; assistant secretaries, 
elected, 40, 42, 66, 82, 111, 1125 ses- 
sion, extra, on, 216; sessions of, in- 
terval between, 172. 


General Conference and Delegates’ 
Expenses, 
committee, special, on, 74, 90; reports 
of, 138, 382; estimates to be made 
and reported to the Bishops, 200. 





General Conference Journal, 
to be edited by the Secretary, G. W. 
Woodruff, 162; copies to be given 
fraternal delegates, 146; to be sent 
to members of Conference, 200; of 
1872, on deficiency in, 122; commit- 
tee on, 138; report of, 1825 official 


| copy, 199; reports in Appendix, 260. 
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General Conference Officers, 
election of, motions referring to, 75, 
139, 163, 171, 172, 216; election of, 
262, 265, 270, 274, 275, 281; salaries 
and traveling expenses of, 215, 216, 
253 ; salaries, publication of, 255. 


Georgia Conference, 
boundaries of, 188, 372; delegates of, 
ministerial, 5, 32; lay, 5, 32; on di- 
vision of, 188, 285, 831; memorials 
from, 104, 188. 
German Bishop, 
concerning election of, 116, 118, 177, 
358. 


German Discipline and Hymn 
Book, 
resolutions on, 148. 


Germany and Switzerland Confer- 
ence, 
boundaries of, 372; debts on missions, 
105; delegates of, ministerial, 5, 32; 
lay, 5, 32; funds, collections of, in the 
United States, 188; institute at Frank- 
fort, allowance asked for, 105 ; minis- 
terial service, on term of, 105. 


Golden Hours, 
on changing name and style, 275, 276; 
on propriety of making it a family 
magazine, 87. 
Gospel, Support of, 
on neglect of, 247. 


Graw, J. B., 
delegate to the Presbyterian Church, 
report of, 259. 


Harris, Bishop, 
to edit new Discipline, 162; requests 
appointment of committee on charge 
of omission from Journal of 1872, 
122; committee appointed, 133; re- 
port of, 182. 


Haus und Herd, 
editor of, elected, 265. 


Hitchcock, L., 
elected Assistant Treasurer of Mission- 
ary Society, 276; Book Agent, 262; 
on Lanahan’s memorial on Western 
Book Concern, 121. 


Holdich, Joseph, 
invited to a seat on the platform, 147. 


Holston Conference, 
boundaries of, 118, 372; delegates of, 
ministerial, 5, 32; lay, 5, 32; reserve 
admitted, 38; division of, 235, 248; 
memorials, etc., from, 105, 118, 188, 
284. 


Hoyt, F. S., 
elected Editor of Western Christian 
Advocate, 266. 


Hunt, A. &S., 
delegate to M. E. Church, South, report 
of, 107, 411. 
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Hunter, William, 
delegate to the Methodist Church, re- 
port of, 162, 496. 


Hymn Book, Revision of, 
committee, special, 76, 91; reports of, 
273, 842, 848; concerning arrangement 
and use of, 343; resolutions and peti- 
tions on, 103, 125, 126, 138, 186; use 
of standard, 249. 


Illinois Conference, . 

boundaries of, 119, 189, 229, 872; del- 
egates of, ministerial, 5, 325 Tay, 5, 
82; memorials and resolutions from, 
92, 118, 149, 189, 201, 229, 285, 248, 
260. 

India, 
Annual Conferences in, 95, 300, 313. 
India Conference, 

delegates of, ministerial, 5, 32; lay, 5, 

82; resolutions from, 105, 106, 150. 
Indiana Conference, 

boundaries of, 78, 119, 373, 880; dele- 
gates of, ministerial, 5, 838; Jay, 5, 
83; memorials and resolutions from, 
78, 98, 119, 150, 202. 

Indian Service, 

Cherokee nation, paper from, present- 
ed, 268; claims on the Church, 248; 
committee on memorial to Congress, 
107 ; report of, 183 ; concerning trans- 
fer by Congress, 88, 91; Gospelto the 
Indians, 197 ; Indian ’M. E. Church 
in California, 185; missionaries to, 
wars, etc., 143; policy of the Govern- 
ment, 114. 


Insurance of Church Property, 
resolutions on, ete., 176, 194, 806. 


Intermediate Paper, 
memorial on, 114. 


International Peace Arbitration, 
memorial presented, 231. 


International Sunday-school lLes- 
sons, : 
approval, and urging use of, 260, 365. 


Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 117, 373; delegates of, 
ministerial, 6, 83; lay, 6, 83; resolu- 
tions from, 151, 189, 202. 


Irish Wesleyan Conference, 
address of, 264, 457; reply to, 460; del- 
egate to, 381. 


Italy, 
on Annual Conference in, 105, 301. 


Itinerancy, : 

committee on, 46, 74, 88; reports No. I, 
282, 292, 293; No. II, 28%; No. III, 
290; No. IV, $90, 314, 316, 324; 
amendments and substitutes to, 314, 
816, 317; and minority to, No. IV 
290, 814, 318; Nos. V and VI, 303; No. 
VI, 311, 354, 355; Nos, VIII and IX, 
315. 
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Janes, Bishop, 
closing address by, 391. 


Johnston, J. H. A., 
from African M. E. Church, introduced, 
290; his address, 487. 


John-street Church, New York, 
committee on, 163, 184; report of, 815, 
351: nomination of trustees, 245 ; 
elected, 351; report of trustees, 245. 


Judicial Conferences, Expenses of, 
committee on, 77, 112; report of, 312, 
880 ; members’ expenses, ete., 104, 
105, 180 ; papers on, 82, 228; on judi- 
cial proceedings, 83. 


Judiciary Committee, 
appointment and organization of, 67, 
71, 89; duties of, 134; report of, 282, 
335. 


Kansas Conference, 
boundaries of, 106, 110, 873; delegates 
of, ministerial, 6, 335 lay, 6, 83 ;'res- 
olotions, from, 106, 152, 229, 235. 


Kentucky Conference, 
boundaries of, 373; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 6, 335; lay, 6, 33; reserve ad- 
mitted,-38 ; resolutions from, 152. 


Kingsley, Bishop, 
monument to, report of committee on, 
268; special committee to audit ac- 
counts of committee, 270; report of, 
338. 


Kynett, A. J., 
elected Corresponding Secretary of the 
Church Extension Society, 269. 


Ladies and Pastors’ Christian Union, 
report of, 71, 639; on continuing, 251. 


Ladies’ Repository, 
on change of name, style, ete., 87, 106, 
236, 275 ; committee on, 280 ; election 
of editor, 267, 275, 276, 280, 281; con- 
cerning lady editor for, 230. 


Lanahan, J., 
on Book Concern exhibits at New 
York, 227; Western, 118, 122; report 

of committee on, 217. ; 


Lay Representation, 
committee on, 71, 73; report, 294, 297, 

333; minority report, 295, 297 ; sub- 
stitute to, 296; in Annual Confer- 
ences, memorials on presented, 78, 
100, 107, 118, 114, 116, 117, 118, 120, 
128, 129, 139, 182, 142, 144, 145, 159, 
192, 198, 209, 212, 214, 235, 388; in 
Bishop’s council, 229. 

Law questions, 


on, 120, 238; and arrest of character, 
238 ; suits, expenses of, 131. 


Leaders’ Meetings, 
concerning, 80, 161; reports, 193. 
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Lexington Conference, ¥ 
boundaries of, 189, 878; delegates of, 
ministerial, 6, 33; lay, 6, 33; on dis- 
solving, 201; on division of, 189; 
resolutions, ete., from, 94, 153, 189. 
Liberia Conference, 

bishop for, 79, 214; boundaries of, 873; 
delegates of, ministerial, 6, 33; lay, 6, 
33; minutes of, presented, 147. 

License to Preach, 
of proper persons, 214; of women, 96, 
118, 114. 
Liebhart, H., 
elected editor of Haus und Herd, 265. 
Limitation of Time, 
of speakers, 289, 806. 
Liquors, 

General Rules on, 242; rental of build- 
ings for sale of, 272, 3363; traffic in, 
273. 

Local Church Papers, 

on establishment of, 240. 


Local Preachers, 
in Annual Conferences, 95; books and 
periodicals to, 210; course of study 
for, 127; employment of, 151; li- 
censes of, 185, 214; ordination of, 
152, 167, 231. 
Location without Consent, 
of preachers, 103 ; on surrender of parch- 
ments, 152. 


Lord’s Prayer, 
form of, on, 186, 234. 


Lord’s Supper, 
invitation to, 254, 255; on service for, 
204; on singing at, 167. 
Lore, D. D., 
memorial services for, 257; address by 
E. O. Haven, 535. 


Louisiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 106, 378, 380; delegates 
of, ministerial, 6, 83; lay, 6, 33; 
memorials from, 106, 154, 189. 
Lounsbury, E., 
from Canada M. E. Church, introduced, 
128; credentials and address, 198, 
482; takes leave, 221. 
Love-feast Tickets, 
on striking from Discipline, 166. 
Lynch, James, 
monument to, 242. 


Magazine, Literary, etc., 
on establishment of, 164. 
Maine Conference, 
boundaries of, 373; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 6, 33; lay, 6, 33; memorials 
and resolutions from, 94, 154, 189, 
203, 236, 270. 


Manual of General Conference, 
list of delegates for, 110, 111; on pub- 
lication of, 70, 91. 
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Marriage, / 
solemnization of, 164, 204; and divorce, 
101, 155, 190. 
M’Donald, John, : 
from Canada Methodist Church, intro- 
duced, 122; his address, 146, 469. 
Memorials, 
on presentation of, 118, 196. 
Memorial services, 
addresses, 257, 528 ; committee on, 77, 
112; time for, 184, 257. 
Methodist Advocate, 
editor of, on election of, 113; elected, 
266; funds from Western Book 
Agents for, 332. 
Methodist Book Concern, 
see Book Concern. 


Methodist Church, 
address of, 497; reply to, 502; delegate 
from, his credentials and address, 
181, 499; to, report of, 162, 496; one 
to be appointed, 381. 
Methodist Hcumenical Council, 
regarding, 199. 


Methodist Episcopal Church, 
committee to fill vacancies in board of 
trustees, 166, 184; report of trustees 
of, 166, 635; trustees nominated, 351. 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
Bishops’ communication concerning 
fraternal relations with, 112; com- 
missioners on fraternity, 278 ; certifi- 


cates of, 325; committee on, 211, | 


258; report of, 274; Dr. Myers in- 
troduced, 342; delegates from, intro- 
duced, 181; time of reception, 182; 
credentials and addresses, 211, 415, 
416, 420, 481; complimentary resolu- 
tion, 211; leave taking, 286; letter 
from, 146; number of delegates to, 
381; delegates to, report of, 107, 411. 
Methodist Protestant Church, 
delegates from, introduced, 181; cre- 
dentials and addresses, 198, 503, 507 ; 
complimentary resolution on, 198 ; 
delegate to, report of, 128; number 
of, 381. 
Methodist Quarterly Review, 
editor elected, 262; on index to, 97, 276. 
Metropolitan Church, Washington, 
D. C., 
memorial from, 184; special committee 
on, 243; report of, 282, 387. 
Michigan Conference, 
houndaries of, 374; delegates of, min- 
isterial, 6, 33; lay, 6, 33; memorials 
and resolutions from, 79, 95, 119, 155, 
190, 203, 235, 261. 
Minard Home, 
paper on, 123; report of trustees, 245, 
640 ; trustees appointed, 352. 
Ministerial Support, 
financial plan, 98.; on provision for, 186, 
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Ministers for other Churches, 
on probation for, 239. 


Minnesota Conference, 
boundaries of, 190, 374; delegates of, 
ministerial, 6, 33; lay, 6, 83 ; memo- 
rials, resolutions, etc., from, 79, 95, 
120, 156, 190, 206, 2u9, 237, 249. 


Missionaries, 
on ordination of, 182; to people of color, 
154. 
Missionary . 
bishops, 156, 159, 300; collections, 


special, 125; conferences, mission, 
finance committee, 106; in funds, dis- 
tribution of, 177; funds, management 
of, 279 ; money, misuse of, 190; work, 
division of, 194; work, home and for- 
eign, India Conference, asking separa- 
tion of, 106; separate departments 
against, 298, 800 ; Conferences for Chi- 
na, India, Italy, Norway, and Sweden, 
298, 299; provisions for debts in Ger- 
many and Switzerland, 105. 


Missionary Committee, General, 
report of, 156,579; and Church Exten- 
sion, appointment of, 345. 
Missionary Magazine, 
monthly, expediency of, 280. 


Missionary Society of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church, 

Board of Managers appointed, 357; 
power of Board, 349; collections for, 
186; and subscribers to, 273; Con- 
stitution of, amendment, and changes 
in, memorial from Board of Man- 
agers on, 79 ;_ constitution of, 297-300 ; 
on consolidation with Board of Church 
Extension, 168; with Freedmen’s Aid 
Society, 150, 192; with Woman’s For- 
eign Missionar Society, 151 ; Secreta- 
ries, election of, 267, 270, 274; on num- 
ber of, 94; on Assistant Secretary for 
Sunday-schools, 260; Treasurer and 
Assistant Treasurer elected, 276. 


Missions, Committee on, 

aoe of, 48, 74; reports of, No. 
, 242, 263; No. Il, 242, 297; Nos. III, 
IV, V, 264, 300; VI, 264, 847; VII, 
vit, 1x, 278; X, XT, 305, 813; XII, 
305, 314; XIII, 312, 384; XIV, 325, 
351; XV, 325; missions, collections 
for, 186; subscribers to, 278 ; govern- 

ment of foreign memorial on, 127. 


Mississippi Conference, 
boundaries of, 374; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 6, 34; lay, 7, 84; memorials, 
ete., from, 158, 190, 206, 242, 244, 
Missouri Conference, 
boundaries of, 120, 374; delegates of 
ministerial, 7, 84; lay, 7, 84; resolu- 
tions from, 96, 120, 158, 190, 229, 237. 
Monroe, D. §S., 


elected assistant secretary of General 
Conference, 66. 
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Morris, Bishop, 
memorial services for, 257; address by 
Bishop Janes, 528. 


Myers, E. H., 
Commissioner from Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, introduced, 342. 


Motions, offered by, 

Bingham, on Committee on Boundaries, 
43; on Committees on American Bible 
Society, Pastoral Address, and Tem- 
perance, 76. 

Buckley, on rules of order, 41. 

Haven, on Committee on Boundaries, 67. 

Hitchcock, on Committee on Appeals, 
66; on Episcopal Address, 77. 

Jervis, on Committee on Boundaries, 43. 

Jocelyn, on election of General Confer- 
ence officers, 75. 

Kendrick, on delegates? expenses, 74. 

Kynett, on Reception of Fraternal Dele- 
gates, 41. 

Lanahan, on Committee on Public Wor- 
ship, 66; on seats for Committee on 
Entertainment, 66. 

Mitchell, on standing committees, 66. 

Moody, on Publication of Manual of 
General Conference, 70. 

Nelson, on Committee on Expenses of 
Judicial Conferences, 77. 

Newman, on appointments by Commit- 
tee on Public Worship, 71. 

Pershing, on committees, 72; on memo- 
rial services, 77. 

Queal, on Judiciary Committee and 
amendments, 67; on nominations for 
standing committees, 66. 

Ray, on adjournment of General Con- 
ference, 75. 

Walden, on full first names of delegates 
for Minutes, 89; on standing commit 
tees, 41. 

Wheeler, on delegates to African M. KE, 
Church, 72. 


Nast, W., , 
elected editor of Christian Apologist, 
265: invited to a seat on platform, 266. 


Nationalities in Annual Conferences, 
287, 288. 
National Temperance Publishing 


House, 
publications of, recommended, 304. 


Nebraska Conference, 
boundaries of, 159, 374, 880; delegates 
of, ministerial, 7, 34; lay 7, 84; reso- 
lutions, ete., from, 96, 159, 237, 278. 
Negotiations between Pastors and 
People, 
should be discouraged, 199. 
Nelson, R., 
elected book agent, 262; elected treas- 
urer of Missionary Society, 276. 
Nesbitt, S. H., i 
delegate to Presbyterian Church, report 
of, 259. 
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Nevada Conference, 

Doundaries of, 374; delegates of minis- 
terial, 7, 34; lay, 7, 34; resolutions 
from, 160. 

Newark Conference, 

boundaries of, 374; delegates of, minis- 

‘terial, 7, 84; lay, 7, 84; memorials, 

- resolutions, ete., from, 79, 106, 123, 
160, 191, 280, 238, 245, 259, 271. 

New Articles of Religion, 

the bishops’ paper on, 206, 283. 


New England Conference, 
boundaries of, 874; on change of name, 
194, 231; delegates of, ministerial, 
7, 84; lay, 7,84; memorials, peti- 
tions, from, ete., 79, 97, 123, 191, 208, 
238, 245, 279. 
New Hampshire Conference, 
boundaries of, 374; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 7, 34; lay, 7, 34; memorials, 
Peers, ete., from, 124, 191, 252, 
272. 
New Jersey Conference, 
boundaries. of, 874; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 7, 34; lay, 7, 34; memorials, 
resolutions, ete., from, 97, 107, 124, 
161, 209, 252. 


New Orleans, 
book depository wanted, 106. 


New York Conference, 
boundaries of, 124, 374; delegates of, 
ministerial, 7, 84; lay, 7, 34; memo- 
rials, resolutions, ete., from, 124, 162, 
191, 231, 245, 280. 


New York East Conference, 
boundaries of, 81, 374; delegates of, 
ministerial, 8, 84; lay, 8, 834; reserve 
admitted, 39; memorials, resolutions, 
ete., from, 81, 107, 125, 162, 191, 210, 
239, 245, 2538. 
North Carolina Conference, 
boundaries of, 375 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 8, 35; lay, 8, 85; resolutions 
from, 164. 
Northern Christian Advocate, 
editor of, elected, 266. 


Northern New York Conference, 
boundaries of, 125, 375; delegates of, 
ministerial, 8, 35; lay, 8, 35; memo- 
rials and resolutions from, 80, 97, 125, 
164, 192, 210, 230, 261, 272. 


North Indiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 126, 230, 875; delegates 
of, ministerial, 8, 855 lay, 8, 85; me- 
morials and resolutions from, 80, 
126, 165, 192, 212, 230. 
North Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 375 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 8, 35; lay, 8, 35; memorials 
and resolutions from, 126, 165, 193, 
212, 280, 237. 
North-western Christian Advocate, 
on consolidation with Central Christian 
Advocate, 194; editor of, elected, 266. 
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North-west German Conference, 
boundaries of, 277, 375; delegates of, 
ministerial, 8, 35; lay, 8, 35; memo- 
rials, ete., from, 126, 212. 


North-west Indiana Conference, . 
boundaries of, 126, 375; delegates of, 
ministerial, 8, 85; lay, 8, 35; memo- 
rials, resolutions, ete., from, 80, 98, 
126, 166, 212, 230, 253, 279. 


North-west Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 126, 193, 230, 376, 380; 
delegates of, ministerial, 8, 35; lay, 
8, 85; memorials, resolutions, etc., 
from, 99, 126, 193, 230, 279. 
Norway Annual Conference, 
boundaries of, 351, 376; on organiza- 
tion of, 232, 301. 
Norwegian 
Catechism, 123, 233, committee on, 134; 
report of, 388; paper, 79, 182, 229; 
mission Conference, on organization 
of, 233. 


Official Board 


and business meeting, on, 224, 161. 


Ohio Conference, 
boundaries of, 231, 876; delegates of, 
ministerial, 8,35; lay, 9, 35; reserve 
admitted, 39 ; memorials, resolutions, 
ete., from, 80, 99, 127, 166, 231. 
Ohlinger, F’., 
of China Mission, invited to a seat with 
the Conference, 123. 


Ordination Parchments, 
on return of, 302. 


Oregon Conference, 
boundaries of, 376 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 9, 35; lay, 9, 85; resolutions, 
ete., from, 128, 193, 213. 


Pacific Christian Advocate, 
editor of, elected, 267 ; funds from New 
York agents for, 332; memorial from 
Publishing Committee of, 129; op- 
posing consolidation with California 
Christian Advocate, 229. 


Pages of General Conference, 
boys to act as, 103; how paid, 346. 


Parker, John, 
invited to a seat on the platform, 175. 


Pastoral Address, 
409; special committee on, 76, 91; to be 
published, 346. 


Pastoral Term, 
on extension of, ete., 97, 104, 105, 125, 
130, 132, 162, 169, 180, 205, 221, 223, 


Pastors’ Salaries, 
concerning, 127, 187, 189, 191. 


Patton, F. L., 
from Presbyterian Church, introduced, 
and his address, 239, 519. 
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Paxson, W. J., . 
elected Assistant Secretary of General 
Conference, 112. 


Peace Society, 
papers on, presented, 187. 


Peck, George, 
death of, resolutions on, 286, 287. 


Peck, H. C., 
points of law in case of, 95, 184. 


Pershing, I. C., 
elected first Assistant Secretary of Gen- 
eral Conference, 40. 


Philadelphia Conference, 
boundaries of, 108, 198, 218, 214, 376; 
delegates of, ministerial, 9, 35; lay, 
9, 85; memorials, resolutions, etc., 
from, 100, 108, 167, 193, 213, 239, 253. 


Phillips, J. M., 
elected book agent, 262; appointed 
treasurer of the Tract Society, 350; 
makes statement regarding Lanahan’s 
memorial on Western Book Concern, 
122. 


Pierce, L., ; 
from M. E. Church, South, address of, 
416; letter from, 259. 


Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 
control of, 149, 265, 2813 election of 
editor, 266, 267; paper on, presented, 
132; publication committee of, 287, 
335, 350. 


Pittsburgh Conference, 
boundaries of, 194,. 876; delegates of, 
ministerial, 9, 36; lay, 9, 86; memo- 
rials, resolutions, etc., from, 100, 198, 
232. 


Political Allusions, 143. 


Pope, W. B., 
from British Wesleyan Conference, in- 
troduced, 70, 120; his address, 121, 
438; appreciation of, 145; to preach 
in Academy of Music, 121; copy of 
discourse requested for publication, 
147; takes leave, 145. 


Porter, J. S., 
invited to seat on platform, 258. 


Postage on Church Documents, 44. 


Post-graduates, 
course of study for, 138. 


Preachers, 
acceptability of, 169; duties of, on leav- 
ing charge, 247; on trial, method of 
receiving, 125; persons not licensed 
as, 108, 126; residences of, 165; re- 
turn of, 169. 
Presbyterian Church, 
delegate from, introduced, and his ad- 
dress, 239, 519; appreciation of, 239; 
delegates to, report of, 259; number 
to be appointed, 381. 


Lndex. 


Presiding Elders, 
advisory council of the bishops, 196, 
322; districts, 106, 189, 142, 148, 158, 
165, 193, 194, 218, 314, 316, 823, 361, 
864; on division of money between 
them and preachers, 97, 124; duties 
of, 189, 148, 157, 328; on election of, 
action of conferences presented, 79, 
80, 81, 104, 106, 110. 114, 115, 116, 
119, 120, 128, 130, 182, 157, 158, 177, 
185, 187, 190, 191, 192, 193, 223, 230, 
244, 858; against changes in election 
of, 94, 164, 194, 195; report on, 322, 
823; to be present at quarterly meet- 
ings, 324; residence.of, 157; on sta- 
ticning, 269; term, length of, 93, 96, 
205, 224; salaries of, 228; support of, 
159, 161. ~ 


Presiding Eldership, 

action of conferences presented, 78, 81, 
82, 107, 108, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 
119, 124, 126, 129, 180, 181, 132, 183, 
142, 185, 187, 188, 189, 191, 192, 194, 
229, 244; and general superintend- 
ency, i04, 187, 190, 314, 316, 324, 334, 

- 861, 364; report on, adopted by Gen- 
eral Conference of 1820, 241. 


Primitive Methodists, 
memorial relative to fraternal relations 
with, 79. 


Probation and Probationers, 
on abolition of, 86, 288; on term of, 101, 
103, 167, 180 ; probationers, on change 
in Discipline, 132; examination of, 
254; on reception of, 87, 172, 192. 


Providence Conference, 
boundaries of, 876; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 9, 36; lay, 9, 86; memorials, 
resolutions, ete., from, 100, 129, 170, 
194, 214, 254. 


Publications of the Book Concern, 
discounts and prices, 140, 193, 230, 256; 
limitations of, 253; profits and losses 
on, 215, 246. 


Public Worship, 
committee on, 66; discharged, 71; re- 
considered and additions to, 74, 89; 
forms of service, 140, 148. 


Quarterly Conferences, — 

on committees of, 127, 154; on change 
in Discipline, 166; distinction of sex 
in, 95; election of trustees and super- 
jntendents, 983; financial plan, 98; 
fourth question, meaning of, 101; or- 
der of business, 92, 302 ; records, 117; 
to harmonize J 336 with {J 363, 100; 
to substitute semi-annual, 166, 169, 
aye 


Race or Caste Discriminations, 280. 
Rankin, J. E., i 
from Congregational Council, intro- 
duced, 291; his address, 517. 
Ratio of Representation _ 
in General Conference, 160, 168, 194, 
235, 387. 
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Rebaptism, 94. 


Reformed Episcopal Church, 
delegate from, 265; introduced, and his 
address, 274, 524; appreciation of, 
2755 appointment of a legats to, 881, 


Reid, J. M., 
elected Missionary Secretary, 274. 


Religious Corporations, 
committee, special, on, 91; reports of, 
273, 888, 339; property of, 163. 


Removal of Houses of Worship, 
_ or parsonages, resolutions on, 21.0 


Restrictive Rules, 
on change of second, 168, 235, 387 ; 
of third, 314, 316, 317, 323, 361, 364; 
on vote in lay electoral conference on, 
135. 


Revisals, Committee on, 
appointment of, 52; organization of, 82; 
changes in, 89; Assistant Secretary 
of, 112; reports presented, Nos. I, I, 
Ill, IV, V, VI, 265; No. VII, 265, 
302; No. VIII, 265, 304; Nos. IX, X, 
XI, and minority to No. IX, 282; 
Nos. XII and XIII, 311, 857; No. 
XIV, 311; Nos. XV and XVI, 315; 
No. XVII, 333. 
Revision of Hymn Book, 
special committee on, 76, 91. 
Rice, W., 
case of, 335. 
Rigg, J. H., 
from British Wesleyan Conference, in- 
troduced, and his address, 120, 121, 
449; appreciation of, 145; his paper 
on important social question, 145; 
takes leave, 145. 


Roberts, Bishop, 
memorial services for, 257; address by 
Bishop Janes, 5380. 


Rock River Conference, 
boundaries of, 876; delegates of, min- 
isterial, 9, 86; lay, 9, 836; memorials 
resolutions, ete., from, 100, 129, 170, 
194, 245, 254. 
Rocky Mountain Conference, 
boundaries of, 377, 380; delegates of, 
ministerial, 9, 86; lay, 9, 36; funds 
of, 888. 


‘Rodgers, Rear-Admiral, 


letter from, 324; thanks to, 312. 
Roll Called, 30, 389. 
Rothweiler, J., 


delegate to Evangelical Association, re- 
port of, 233. 


Rules of Order, 
committee on, 43; report of, 68; on de- 
votional services, 238 ; rules amended, 
176, 238. 


Rust, R. S., 
elected Corresponding ‘Secretary of 
Freedmen’s Aid Society, 269. 
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Ryerson, E., 
letter from, 221; Bishop Simpson to re- 
ply, 221. 


Resolutions, offered by, 

Adams, on election of African Bishop, 
158 ; on rental of buildings for sale of 
liquors, 272. 

Alston, on appointment of presiding eld- 
ers, 164. 

Andrus on Episcopal Districts, 150, 151 ; 
on number of missionary secretaries, 
94; on support of the Church, on su- 
pernumerary preachers, 202. 

Atkinson, on election of presiding eld- 
ers, 177; on episcopal term, 176, 
177; on German and African Bishops, 
17. 

Barnes, on evangelists, 204; on proba- 
tion for membership, 261; on trust- 
ees of church property and on stew- 
ards, 156. 

Barrows, on Ritualism in Book of Dis- 
cipline, 252. 

Bayliss, on Hyinn Book, 343; on mar- 
riage and divorce, 101. 

Bell, on missionaries to people of color, 
154. 

Benson, on Publishing Committee at 
San Francisco, 196. 

Bingham, on Boundaries, 288 ; on Com- 
mittee on boundaries, jurisdiction of, 
41, 43, 164; on distribution of Bish- 
ops’ Address, 97; on episcopal resi- 
dence at Syracuse, 272; on meaning 
of third restrictive rule, 314; on su- 

, pernumerary preachers, 2/2; on tell- 
ers, appointment of, 262; on vacan- 
cies in General Committees, 261. 

Birch, on order of business, 346; on 
support of Churches, 165. 

Blake, on assets of New York Book 
Concern, 249; on condition of West- 
ern Book Concern, 250; on conduct 
and duties ot Bishops, 237; on resi- 
dences of Bishops, 206; on consoli- 
dation of Church papers, 156 ; on elec- 
tion of presiding elders, 157; on 
losses in book depositories, 250. 

Bodine, on lay delegates, how chosen, 
209 

Bolton, on adjournment of General Con- 
ference, 240; on baptism, 108; on 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 281 ; 
on term of probation, 103. 

Braden, on Conterence Claimants, 173. 

Brock, on missionary money to presid- 
ing elders, 159. 

Brook, on missionary funds and work, 
279. 

Brown, J. N., on Hymn and Tune Book, 
76, 102, 103; on reduction of Church 
papers, 223. 

Buckingham, on Lord’s prayer, 234; on 
Sunday-school superintendents, elec 
tion of, 142. 

Buckley, on delegates to Wesleyan 
Methodist ( onnection, 163; on Gen- 
eral Confereuce officers, 163; on lay 
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representation in annual conferences, 
333; on order of business to be placed 
in hands of bishops, 346. 

Buckner, on reception of probationers, 
172. 

Call, on marriage, 164. 

Carroll, on changing J 339 of the Dis- 
eipline, 102; on circuit stewards, 176 ; 
on use of tobacco, 255, 

Carskadon, on official papers, 233. 

Caughlan, on baptismal service, 158 ; 
on district stewards, 237; on presid- 
ing elders’ districts and appointments, 
158 ; on terms of presiding elders, 96. 

Chadwick, on baptismal service, 152, 
158. , 

Chaplain, on restoration of Harrisburgh 
to Philadelphia Conference, 213; on 
representation in General Conterence, 
168. 

Chestnut, on legal tenure of real estate, 
149; on duty of official editors, 201. 
Clark, G. L., on chapter on Slavery, 
272; on sale of Church property, 272; 

on traffic in liquor, 273. 

Clark, G. W., on districts and presiding 
elders, ete., 148; on Pittsburgh Chris- 
tian Advocate, 149. 

Clark, W. R., on Missionary Magazine, 
279, 280. 

Clarke, on discrepancies in the Disci- 
pline, 238. 

Colman, on American Bible Society and 
M. E. Church, 223, 224; on case of 
Wilson, 180; on Church creed and 
Church trials, 180; on delegates to lay 
electoral conference, 181; on episco- 
pal election, on expenses of delegates, 
224; on official board, on term of pre- 
siding elders, 224; on pastoral term, 
and probationary term, 180; on pub- 
lication of salaries, on discount on 
publications, 255, 256. 

Cornell, on pastoral term, 162. 

Crawford, on change of third restrictive 
rule, 361 ; on St. Mark’s Church, New 
York, 124. 

Crary, on Indian question, 143; on po- 
litical allusions, 143; on reports of 
Peale on Missions and Church 

xtension, 200; on responsive wor- 
oe 143; on Spanish publications, 


Cumback, on Church expenses, 171; on 
invitation to the Sacrament, 254. 

Cummings, on excluded members, on 
sale of Church property, on triers of 
appeals, 208. 

Cunningham, on interval of General 
Conference sessions, 172. 
Curry, on adjournment of General Con- 
ference, 164; Family Magazine, 164. 
Darnall, on lay representation in annual 
conferences, 212. 

Dashiell, on managers of benevolent so- 
cieties, 276. 

Davis, on Church Extension, 159; on 
district conferences, 96; on editor of 
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Ladies’ Repository, 280; on lay dele- 
gates in annual conference, 100, 214; 
on Nebraska Conference boundaries, 
169. 

Decker, on negotiations between pastor 
and people, 199. 

Doane, on real estate for Book Depos- 
itory in Portland, 213. 

Doering, on debts on missions in Ger- 
many and Switzerland, and on Insti- 
tute at Frankfort, and on ministerial 
service, 105. 

Dunn, on devotional services, 238; on 
ratio of representation, 160. 

Eaton, on consecration of bishops, 174; 
on election of General Conference 
officers, 216. 

Edwards, on change of seat of General 
Conference, 40, 83. 


England, on course of study for exhort- , 


ers, 224, 

Erwin, on revision of Hymn Book, 186; 
on term of transferred men, 139, 140. 

Evans, on books, papers, etc., for edu- 
cational institutions, 246; on judicial 
proseadings, 83; on list of delegates, 
110. 

Fisk, C. B., on commission on frater- 
nity, 211. 

Fiske, L. R., on Ladies’ Repository and 
Golden Hours, 87; on lay delegates 
in annual conferences, 144, 143; on 
reception of probationers, 87. 

FitzGerald, on pleadings on cases of 
trial, 271; on certificates of Church 
membership, 160. ; 

Fleming, on Baptismal Ritual, 234; on 
both sexes as exhorters, 1445; on cer- 
tificates of membership, 144; on Lex- 
ington, Washington, and Delaware 
Conferences, 201; on price of Church 
papers, 278. 

Foreman, on boundaries of Delaware 
and Washington Conferences, 175. 
Foss, on lay representation in annual 
conferences, 833; on order of business 
to be placed in the hands of the bish- 

ops, 346. 

Fowler, on change in third restrictive 
rule, 864; on commission on frater- 
nity, 339; on division of conferences 
on account of color, 326. 

Freund, on Bishops’ Address in Ger- 
man, 283; on German Discipline and 
Hymn Book, 148; on International 
Sunday-school lessons, 260. 

French, on pastoral term, 140; on tem- 
perance, 270. 

Fry, on local sub-committees of General 
Book Committee, 339. 

Fuller, on new conferences in Georgia 
and Alabama, 331. 

George, on birth-day of Bishop Ames 
282; on claims of superannuate 
preachers, 138; on course of study for 
post-graduates, 138 ; on fast day, 1395 
on General Conference expenses, 200 5 
Journal, 199 ; officers, election of, 139; 
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on presiding elders’ duties and dis- 
tricts, 1389; on plan for district con- 
ferences, 84; on support of the bish- 
ops, 83, 139. 

Goodrich, on contributions to Church 
objects, 157. 

Goodsell, on probation for ministers 
from other Churches, 239 ; on property 
of religious corporations, 163; on re- 
ception of members, 253. 

Graw, on District Conferences, 209; on 
pastoral term, 97; on support of pre- 
siding elders, 161. 

Griffin, on Book Concern publications, 
221; on liens on churches, 240; on 
term of probation, 101. 

Griswold, on female stewards, 212; on 
love-feast tickets, 166; on Sunday- 
school reports, 165. 

Hammett, on Education Aid Society, 
135; on official advisers of bishops, 
227 ; on presiding eldership and gen- 
eral superintendency, 104. 

Hammond, on stewards, 160. 

Hanlon, on Chapter on Slavery, 161; on 
official business meeting, 161; on 
women eligible to Church offices, 252. 

Hartman,on Sunday-school hymn book, 
24.6. 

Hartzell, on address of delegates from 
Canada M. EK. Church, 198. 

Hatfield, on Ladies and Pastors’ Chris- 
tian Union, 254. 

Haven, on Bishops’ Address, 77; on 
Centennial Address of the Bishops, 
40; on permission to editor of the 
Discipline to make verbal changes, 
882; on publishing committee of 
Pittsburgh Christian Advocate, 287 ; 
on standing committees, 386. 

Haw, on district conferences, 178. 

Hays, on Spee of class leaders, 
151; on district conferences, 202; on 
employment of local preachers, 151. 

Heisley, on books and periodicals to 
local preachers, 210; on division of 
money between presiding elders and 
preachers, 97, 124; on examinin 
committees, 97, 1245 on revision of 
hymn book, 342, 348; on supernu- 
merary preachers, 161, 162. 

Hendrickson, on Book Concern busi- 
ness, 161. 

Henry, on lay representation in annual 
conferences, 235. 

Holliday, on annual conference jour- 
nals, 176; on boundaries, 164, 287; 
Church certificates, 171; on support 
of the Church, 18. 

Holman, on color line in Conference, 
152 5 on reception into Church, 106. 
Hoyt, on bishops presiding in annual 
conferences, 166 ; on semi-annual con- 

ferences, 166. 

Hughey, on profits and losses on peri- 
Bae, 215. 

Hunt, on amendment of rules, 176; on 
American Bible Society, 162; on Bu- 
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reau of Church Architecture, 176; on 
editing Discipline and General Con- 
ference Journal, 162; on_ election of 
lay delegates, 102 ; on modifications in 
the Discipline, 76 ; on plan for organ- 
ization of standing committees, 313. 

Hunter, on book agents as treasurers, 

246; on profit and loss on periodicals, 

246. 

Huntington, on public worship, 140. 

Hurst, on change of third restrictive 
rule, 361; on delegates from British 
Wesleyan Conference, 121, 

Ives, on prices of books and periodicals, 
140. ; 

Jaques, on annual conferences, local 
preachers in, 94; president for, 95; on 
class leaders’ reports, 154; on com- 
mittees of quarterly conferences, 154; 
on exhorters, 154. 

Jervey, on bishop for Liberia, 214; on 
use of tobacco, 170. 

Jervis, on editing the Discipline, 176. 

Jewett, on certificates of membership, 
170. 

Jocelyn, on Baptismal Ritual, 205; on 
change of name of Ladies’ Repos- 
itory, 236; on Marriage Ritual and 
Lord’s Supper, 204; on marriage of 
divorced persons, 155; on ministerial 
term, presiding elders, and reception 
of members, 205; on real estate of 
Book Concern, 236; on statistical re- 

ort, 155, 156. 

Jolley, on change of name of Freed- 
men’s Aid Society, 201; on Sunday- 
school superintendents, 278. 

Keener, on colored conference in Ar- 
kansas, 135; on Bureau of Education, 
196; on nationalities in annual con- 
ferences, 287, 288. 

Kendrick, on bishops, election of, 129; 
on residences of, 254; on editor of 
books, 170. 

King, on superannuated bishops, and 
widows and orphans of deceased, 174. 

Kynett, on committee on lay represen- 
tation, 71; on monthly Chure 
ual, 281. 

Lawrence, on presentation of memorials, 
118. : 

Leaton, on Appendix to General Con- 
ference Journal, 269; on blanks for 
reports on boundaries, 261; on evan- 
gelists, 93; on change of Discipline 
respecting Sunday-schools, 92, 933; on 
order of business in quarterly confer- 
ences, 92; on presiding elders, 93. 

Leavitt, on publishing and other inter- 
ests, 129. 

Lloyd, on representation of Annual Con- 
ferences, 285; on consolidation of 
Church papers, 152; on ordination of 
local preachers, 152; on located 
preachers, 152. 

Loeber, on boundaries of German Con- 
ferences, 277. 

WM? Adoo, division of conferences, 164, 


man- 
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Manly, on probationary term, 167. 

Marine, on basis of representation, 212. 

Marlay, on time of meeting of General 
Conference, 142. 

Martin on distribution of missionary, 
funds, 1775 on work in the South, 
iva 

Martindale on episcopal residences, 159 ; 
on stewards, 159. 

Mather, on residences of preachers, 165. 

Matlack, on color line in conferences, 
326 ; on location without consent, 103. 

M’Donald, on color line in conferences, 
206; on consolidation of missionary 
societies, 151; on transfer of duties of 
connectional societies to the Bishops, 
203. 

M’ Kenzie, on absence from opening ex- 
ercises, 160 ; on Church papers, 160. 
M’Keown, on index to Gaoterly Re- 
view, 97; on taxation of Church 

roperty, 209. 

M’Kinley, on yolume containing Arti- 
cles of Religion, ete., 96. 

Merrick, on communion service, 167 ; on 
extension of pastoral term, 223; on 
Prof. Pope’s discourse, 147. 

Metcalf, on election of General Confer- 
ence officers, 172; on special services 
for children, 215. 

Miller, on extension of pastoral term, 
221. 

Mitchell, to substitute ‘‘ persons” for 
‘““men,’? 99; on boundaries, on 
Church Extension funds, on district 
conferences, and on election of pre- 
siding elders, 109, 110; on election 
of women to Church offices, 279. 

Monroe, on ordination parchments, 302 ; 
on transferred preachers, 247. 

Moody, on appointment of class leaders, 
143; on ‘‘ Baker on the Discipline,” 
247 ; on Church letters, 248 ; on mone 
for the Gospel, 247; on report of del- 
egates to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, and Queal’s amend- 
ment, 107 ; on Sunday-school super- 
intendents, etc., 248 ; on episcopal ad- 
dress, 77 ; on excursion to Annapolis, 
312; on probationary feature of our 
economy, 86, 

ee on collections for missions, 

36. 

Mosser, on assistant missionary secre- 
tary for Sunday-schools, 260; on lay- 
men in annual conference, on pre- 
siding elders’ districts, on Sunday- 
schools, attendance, 142. 

Mues, on lay representation in annual 
conferences, 212. 

Muir, on presiding eldership, 94; on 
residences of the Bishops, 158. 

Munroe, on statistical report, 140, 141. 

Nelson, on death of George Peck, 286, 
287 ; on expenses of commission on 
ecclesiastical code, 243 ; on lay repre- 
ao in annual conferences, 333, 
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( Resolutions, continued.) 


Nettleton, on salaries of presiding eld- 
ers, 223. 

Newman, on greetings to Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, 181; on 
nomination of fraternal delegates, 
243; on vote in lay electoral confer- 
ence on change in restrictive rules, 135. 

Ocumpaugh, on insurance of Church 
property, 176. 

Ohn, on certificates of election of dele- 
gates to General Conference of 1880, 
256 ; on appointment of presiding eld- 
a 314; on report, of Book Agents, 

Ol. 

Painter, on district conferences, 237 ; 
on probationary system, 238. 

Palmer, on support of Bishops, 186. 

' Paxson, on boundaries, episcopacy, and 
presiding eldership, 108; on preach- 
ers, acceptability of, and return to 
same charge, 169; on third restrictive 
rule, 317. 

Perkins, on assistant secretary of Freed- 
men’s Aid Society, 200 ; on Centenary 
Biblical Institute, 144; on lay repre- 
sentation in annual conferences, 144, 

Perrine, on Church papers, and enlarge- 
ment of Christian Advocate, 235, 236 ; 
on nominations for standing commit- 
tees, 261. 

Porter, on expenses of law suits, 181. 

Powell, on baptismal rituals, 178; on 
district conferences, 103 ; on invitation 
to Lord’s Supper, 255. 

Power, on preachers, superannuated, 
202; supernumerary, 203. . 

Prentice, on change of place of General 
Conference, 92; on change of restrict- 
ive rules, 235; on deacons and eld- 
ers’ orders, 92; on district confer- 
ences, 150; on Kreedmen’s Aid Soci- 
ety, 150; on reper of class leaders, 
150; on removal of houses of worship, 
ete., 201 ; on election of Sunday-school 
superintendents, 235; on use of our 
standard hymn book, 249. 

Presnell, on common school funds, 234 ; 
on Sunday-school. agent for the South, 
248, f 

Price, on Book Concern publications, 
258; on consolidation of Missionary 
and Church Extension Societies, 167, 
168; on limitation of time of speak- 
ers, 289; on Sabbath observance at 
Centennial, 42; on postage on Church 
documents, 44. 

Puffer, on district conferences, 222; on 
Troy Conference boundaries, 174. 

Queal, L. C., on commission on confer- 
ence funds in Western New York, 
386; on mixed and separate coiifer- 
ences, 326. 

Queal, R. F., on examination of proba- 
tioners, 254; on report of delegates 
to M. E, Church, South, 107. 

Ramsay, on Holston and Georgia Con- 
ferences, 235, 

Ransom, on National Temperance Pub- 
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(Resolutions, continued.) 


lishing House, 304; on sale of liquors 
at Centennial Exhibition, 269; on 
Sunday-school missionary societies, 
271; on third restrictive rule, 314. 

Ray, on election of General Conference 
officers, 171; on license to preach, 214. 

Reid, on annual conferences in India, 
955 on change in second restrictive 
tule, 387. 

Reynolds, on third restrictive rule, 316. 

Rice, on law questions and arrest of 
character, 238. 

Robinson, on civil offices, 278. 

Rogers, on aid to needy Churehes, 237 5 
on Methodist preachers for Black Hills, 
278, 279 ; on residences of Bishops, 96. 

Rothweiler, on harmony between Dis- 
cipline and new charter of Missionary 
Society, 136. 

Scudder, on John-street Church, 168. 

Shinkle, on indebtedness to Book Con- 

cern, 153; on Sunday-school weekly 
paper, 153. 


Slaughter, on evangelists, 96; on lay 


representation, 159; on licensing 
women, 96; on missionary bishops, 
159. 


Smart, on union of Board of Education 
and Freedmen’s Aid Society, 86; on 
death of Henry Fish, 315; on papers 
relating to color line, 145; on third 
restrictive rule, 318. 

Smith, J. L., on appointment of Sun- 
day-school superintendents, 218; on 
change in third restrictive rule, 317 - 
élection of superintendents, stewards, 
trustees, 98; on quarterly conferen- 
ces, 98; on salaries of General Confer- 
ence officers, 253. : 

’ Smith, W. A., on dropping members, 
100. : $6 

Smith, W. B., on salaries and expenses 
of Bishops and General Conference 
officers, 215. 

Snowden, on sending children to Sun- 
day-school, 254, 255. 

Spencer, on hymn book, 188. 

Stanley, on Church letters and district 
Conterences, 99, 100; on ordination 
of local preachers, 167; on supernu- 
merary preachers, 167. : 

Steele, on case of T. C. Wilson, 103. 

Stone, on election of Sunday-school 
superintendents, 204. 

Stowe, on Bible Society, 180; on righ 
of appeal, 104. 

Taylor, on religious reading in Church 
papers, 240. 

Thoburn, on Italian Mission, mission 
work, ete., 105, 106, 150. 

Todd, on assistant secretary of Freed- 
men’s Aid Society, 216. 

Tousey, on Board of Education, 154. 

Trimble, on trustees of Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 166. 

‘Turner, on General Conference sessions, 
change of place, 83; 0n Gospel to the 
Indians, 197; on liquors, 242; on 
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semi-annual conferences, 169; semi- 
annual instead of quarterly meetings, 
197; on use of Book Concern funds, 
BES 

Underwood on Episcopal Fund, 137. 

Walden, on commemorative service, 
146 ; on consideration of reports, 277; 
on Discipline, publication of resolu- 
tions in Appendix, 382; on duties 
of preachers on leaving circuit, 247 ; 
on General Conference and delegates’ 
expenses, 74; on Lanahan’s memorial 
on Western Book Concern, 122; on 
report of presiding elders adopted by 
General Conference of 1820, 241; on 
reports of standing committees, 264. 

Walker, on representing pastors and 
charges, 256 ; on trustees of churches, 
172. 

Warren, on race or caste discrimina- 
tions, 280; on theological schools, 209. 

Weaver, on Church funds, 134. 

Webster, on book depositories, 170; on 
division on color line, 170; on fourth 
question in quarterly conference, 101; 
on local Church papers, 240; on sala- 
ries of bishops, 221; on teachers for 
southern schools, 240. 

Wentworth, on benevolent collections, 
174; on extra session of General Con- 
ference, 216. 

Wetherbee, on abolishing of district 
conferences, 236 ; on Church member- 
ship, 203; on misuse of missionary 
money, 190; on rebaptism, 94; on un- 
fermented wine at communion, 154, 
155. 

Wheatley, on choice between white and 
colored conferences, 228 ; on commit- 
tee on Ladies’ Repository, 280. 

Whedon, on address, reception, and 
welcome of delegates from African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, 290; 
from Methodist Episcopal Chureh} 
South, 211; from Methodist Protest- 
ant Church,198; from Reformed Epis- 
copal Church, 275; on commission on 
fraternity, 381. 

Wheeler, on reception and visit of dele- 
gates from Congregational Council, 
291; from Presbyterian Church, 289 ; 
on subscribers to missions, 273; on 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society, 
241. 

White, on representation and numbers 
in General Conference, 100. 

Whitney, on removal of members, 210. 

Wilbur, on Indian service, 88, 91, 245; 
Rocky Mountain and Columbia River 
Conferences, division of funds, 388. 

Williamson, on conference pages, 103. 

Witting, on cuts for publishing house 
in Sweden, 187; on library for theo- 
logical school in Sweden, 187 ; on resi- 
dence of a bishop in Europe, 187, 138, 

Wood, on presiding elders’ districts, 
213; on quarterly conferences, 166 ; 
to harmonize {J 386 with 7 363, 100. 


Index. 


Wright, on admission to Church mem- 
bership, 175 ; on cases of Chaffee and 
Cobb, 158; on extension of pastoral 
term, 223; on inquiry concernin 

roperty appropriated by Unite 
Rates overnment, 102; on relation 
of baptized children to the Church, 
175; on support of the bishops, 175; 
on systematic beneficence, 222; on 
7 594 of the Discipline, 102. 
Zaring, on support of the bishops, 93. 


Sacrament, The, 
invitation to, 80, 254, 255; on hymnsat, 
167; wine for, 336. 


Sandebudet, The, 
on coprtinuing, etc., 115, 276. 


San Francisco, 
publishing committee at, 196. 


Savannah Conference, 
boundaries of, 377. 


Scandinavian 
Conferences, on, 119, 185; work, 379. 


Seamen’s Bethel, 
action of Wilmington Conference pre- 
sented, 82. 
Seats Chosen, 40. 


Secretary of General Conference, 
of last, calls the roll, 80; appointed 
temporary secretary, 39; elected, 39; 
to nominate his own assistants, 42; 
assistants elected, 40, 42, 66, 82, 111, 
112; certificates of election of delegates 
to General Conference of 1880 to be 
forwarded to, that he may be present 
with roll of members for organization 
of that body, 256. 
Secret Societies 
and organizations, on, 181, 188, 228, 259. 


Semi-annual Conferences, 
resolutions on, 166, 169, 197. 
Shinkle, A., 
addresses the Conference on publication 
of Lanahan’s memorial on Western 
Book Concern, 121. 
Slavery, 
to expunge chapter on, 161, 272. 


South Carolina Conference, 
boundaries of, 377; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 9,36; lay, 9, 836; memorials, 

ete., from, 129, 170, 214, 239. 


South-eastern Indiana Conference, 
boundaries of, 377, 8803; delegates of, 
ministerial, 9, 86 ; lay, 9, 86; reserve 
admitted, 39 ; memorials, resolutions 
ete., from, 101, 108, 109, 171, 214, 254. 
Southerland, 8S. B., 
from Methodist Protestant Church in- 


troduced, 181; his credentials, and 
address, 198, 508. 


Southern California Conference, 
boundaries of, 377. 


Index. 


Southern Conferences, 
division of, ete., 177, 329. 


Southern German Conference, 
boundaries of, 129, 377; delegates of, 
ministerial, 10, 36; lay, 10, 36; pa- 
pers from, 129. 
Southern Illinois Conference, 
boundaries of, 377: delegates of, minis- 
terial, 10, 86; lay, 10, 86; memorials 
ane resolutions from, 101, 129, 172, 
215. 


South India Conference, 
boundaries of, 377. 


South Kansas Conference, 
boundaries of, 377; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 10, 36; lay, 10, 86; memorials 
eae resolutions ‘om, 109, 172, 194, 
215. 


South-western Christian Advocate, 
asking adoption of, 106; action of Hol- 
ston Conference presented, 118 ; con- 
cerning expense of publication of, 284, 

286 ; election of editor, 301, 304. 


South-west German Conference, 
boundaries of, 130, 277, 878, 880; dele- 
gates of, ministerial, 16, 87; lay, 10, 
37; memorial from, 130. 
Spanish, Methodist Literature in, 
memorials on, presented, 77, 105; mis- 
sion work for Spanish people, 231. 


Standing Committees, 
ordered, 41; elected, 44; election re- 
considered, 66, 67; on nominations 
for, 261; organization of, 74; on plan 
tor organization of, 318, 886; on re- 
ports, 277; on duties of, 77. 
State of the Church, 
committee on, 60; organization of, 89; 
change in, 283; reports No. I, 265, 
366, 367; No. IL, 273, 314, 325, 329; 
minority to No. II, 273, 314, 326 ; Nos. 
Ill, IV, V, 289, 308; No. VI, 308; 
No. VII, 825; memorial on, * pre- 
sented, 79: 
Statistical Blanks, 
ee ete., 79, 125, 140, 141, 155, 156, 
261. 


St. Clair, Peter, 
case of, 187, 385. 


Stevens, Henry, 
case of, 335. 


Stewards, 
district, 287; on election of, 98, 117, 
208, 204; meetings of, 161; number 
to each circuit, 175; to substitute word 
‘persons’? for ‘‘men,’’ 99, 155, 159, 
160, 191; women as, 197, 212. 


St. Louis Conference, 
boundaries of, 377 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 10, 37; lay, 10, 37; resolutions 
from, 172. 


Sub-District Conferences, 178. 
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Sunday-schools, - 

on amendment of the Discipline regard- 
ing superintendents, teachers’ mect- 
ings, etc., 92, 98; attendance, 116, 
142; constitution, form of, 365; on 
hyn book for, regarding publication 
of, 246; on missionary societies in, 
271; reports, 165; on sending chil- 
dren to, 255; special services for 
children, 215; superintendents, elec- 
tion of, 98, 142, 204, 218, 231, 235, 
248, 269; their character and work, 
278; memorials on, presented, 82, 
106; supervision of, 302. 


Sunday-school Agent, 
for the South, asking appointment of, 
248. 


Sunday-School Books, Papers, and 
Tracts, 
editor of, elected, 262; on expediency of 
appointing editor for 8. S. and general 
catalogue books, 170; weekly paper, 
on publication of, 153, 332. 


Sunday-Schools and Tracts, 
committee on, 54; organization of, 885 
reports, No. I, presented, 282; No. 
II, 282, 365; No. III, 289; No. IV, 
989, 865; No. V, 289, 304; supple- 
mentary report, 305; No. VII, 311. 


Sunday-School Union of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, 
board of managers appointed, 358; cor- 
responding secretary, report of, 129, 
583; treasurer of, appointed, 350. 


Superannuated Preachers, 
claims of, 188; memorial on presented, 
182; support of, 202. 


Supernumerary Preachers, 
on abolishing provision for, 272; on re~ 
lation of, 162, 167, 202, 208. 


Sweden, 
on annuai conference in, 78; bounda- 
ries of, 300, 878; on theological school 
at Stockholm, 114; on library for, 1873 
on wood-cuts for publishing house in, 
187, 285; memorial on publishing 
house in Gottenberg, 186. 


Swedish Annual Conference, 
on organization of, 115, 380. 


Systematic Beneficence, 


on plan for, 222. 


Tanner, B. F., 
from African M. E. Church, introduced, 
290; his address, 490. 
Taxation of Church Property, 
on committee on, 209; report of, pre- 
sented, 303. 
Teachers for Southern Schools, 
on transportation of, 240. 
Tellers, 
on appointment of, 262. 
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Temperance, 
special committee, on, 76, 90; reports, 
No. I, 336; No. Il, 3375 resolution 
on, 80; what has been done? 270, 278. 


Tennessee Conference, 
boundaries of, 130, 378; delegates of, 
ministerial, 10, 37; lay, 10, 3875 re- 
serve admitted, 39; on division on 
color line, 245; memorials, ete., from, 
180, 178, 245. 


Texas Conference, 
boundaries of, 378 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial,-10, 37; lay, 10, 375 resolutions, 
etc., from, 130, 195, 216. 
Thanks, Committee on, 
appointed, 342; report of, 559. 
Theological Schools 
on recognition of, in the Discipline, 209 ; 
students of, to be exempt from ex- 
aminations in certain studies, 252. 
Thornburgh, P. F'., 
book debt of, 229. 
Tobacco, 
on use of, 118, 170, 190, 255, 337. 
Tract. Society of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, 
board. of managers appointed, 357; 


corresponding secretary’s report, 265, 
595 ; treasurer of, appointed, 350. 


Transferred Men, 


on admission of, 247; on term of, 189,° 


140. 
Triers of Appeals, 
resolution on, 208; memorial on trial 
of accused members, 18d. 


Trimble, J. M., 
delegate to the Methodist Protestant 
Church, report of, 128. 


Troy Conference, 
on boundaries of, 81, 125, 174, 195, 
232; boundaries of, 378; delegates of, 
ministerial, 10, 37; lay, 10, 375;, me- 
morials and resolutions, etce., from, 81, 
101, 180, 174, 195, 216, 221, 282, 240, 
272, 
Trustees, 
concerning election.of, 92, 98, 208, 204; 
law questions, 191; place may be de- 
clared vacant, 172. 


Unfermented Wine, 
for the Communion, 154, 155. 


Upper Iowa Conference, 
boundaries of, 181, 878; delegates of, 
ministerial, 10, 375; lay, 10,87; memo- 
rials and resolutions from, 180, 174, 
291, 240, 281. 
Vacancies in General Committees, 
on account of removal, 261. 


Van Cleve, J., 
reserve delegate, (died since election,) 
12. 


Lndlex. 


Vermont Conference, 
boundaries of, 878; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 10, 87 ; lay, 10, 37; resolutions, 
ete., from, 174, 222. 
Vincent, J. H., 
elected editor of Sunday-school -publi- 
cations, 262 5 corresponding secretary 
of the Sunday-School Union, his re- 
port, 129, 583; corresponding secre- 
tary of Tract Society, his report, 265, 
5953 on children at public service , 
observance of the Lord’s Supper, 173. 


Virginia Conference, 
boundaries of, 195, 378; delegates of, 
ministerial, 11, 87; lay, 11, 37; me- 
morials, resolutions, etc., from, 102, 
181, 195, 222, 232, 245, 


Visitation of the Sick, ° 
pastors’ duty concerning, 152. 


Walden, J. M., 
elected Book Agent, 262; on memorial 
from J. Lanahan regarding Western 
Book Concern, 122. © 


Warren, O. H., 
elected editor of Northern Christian 
Advocate, 266. 


Washington Conference, 
boundaries of, 175, 232, 378; delegates 
of, ministerial, 11, 37; lay, 11, 37; re- 
serve admitted, 76; on dissolving, 
201; on division of, 232; memorials, 
resolution, ete., from, 102, 175, 195, 
254. 
Washington, D. C., 
regarding excursion to, 198, 199. 
Weaver, J. B., 
elected assistant secretary of General 
Conference, 66; arrives, 111; he re- 
signs, 112. © 
Welcome to the General Confer- 
ence, : 
from the members of the M. E. Church 
in Baltimore, 39. 
Wesleyan Methodist Connection, 


creer to, on appointment of, 163, 


Western Christian Advocate, 
editor for, elected, 265, 266. 


Western Methodist Book Concern, 
see under Book Concern. 


Western New York Conference, 

boundaries of, 81, 232, 378; on change 
of name, 131; on commission to divide 
funds and claimants between West- 
ern New York, East Genesee, and 
Central New York Conferences, 386 ; 
delegates of, ministerial, 11, 37 ; lay, 
11, 387; memorials, resolutions, ete., 
fromm, 81, 101, 131, 175, 223, 239. 


West Texas Conference, 
boundaries of, 879; delegates of, minis- 


Lndex. 


terial, 11, 88; lay, 11, 88; reserve ad- 
mitted, 66; petition from, 195. 


West Virginia Conference, 
boundaries of, 181, 379; delegates of, 
ministerial, 11, 88; lay, 11, 88; me- 
morials and resolutions .from, 103, 
181, 176, 223, 240, 255, 281. 
West Wisconsin Conference, 
boundaries of, 379; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 11, 38; lay, 11, 38; memorials 
and resolutions from, 182, 178, 195, 
208, 245. 
Whedon, D.D., 
elected editor of Methodist Quarterl 
Review, 262. 
Wheeler, A., 
elected editor of Pittsburgh Christian 
Adyoeate, 267. 
Williams, J. A., 
from Canada Methodist Church, intro- 
duced, 122; his address, 146, 464. 
Wilmington Conference, 
boundaries of, 379 ; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 11, 88; lay, 11, 38; memorials, 
resolutions, etc., from, 82, 103, 132, 
179, 195, 224. 
Wilson, T. C., 
case of, question of law, 108, 180, 195, 
292, 293. 
Wisconsin Conference, 
boundaries of, 379; delegates of, minis- 
terial, 11, 88; lay, 11, 38; reserve ad- 
mitted, 39; memorials, resolutions, 
etc., from, 82, 103, 104, 182, 180, 223, 
288, 255. 


THE 
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Woman’s Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety, |. [ , 
committee to visit, 241; report of, 274; 

on consolidation with the Mission- 
ary Society, 151; greetings to, 181; 
report presented, 198; on reports and 
treasuries, 241. 
Women, 
eligible to Church offices, 252, 279; on 
licensing to preach, 96, 113, 114. 


Wood, A., 
invited to a seat on the platform, 43. 


Woodruff, G. W., 
appointed temporary secretary, 89 ; calls 
the roll of General Conference, 30 ; 
elected secretary, 39; requests com- 
mittee on Lanahan’s charge of omis- 
sion from General Conference Journal 
of 1872, 122; report of committee, 
182; to edit General Conference Jour- 
nal, 162; certificates of election of de- 
legates to the General Conference of 
1880 to be forwarded to, that he may 
be present with roll of members for 
organization of next General Confer- 
ence, 256. 
Workman, T. C., 
case of, 335. 
Wyoming Conference, 
boundaries of, 238, 879; delegates of, 
ministerial, 11, 88; lay, 11, 38; me- 
morials, reports, etc., from, 104, 182, 
196, 238, 241, 256, 278. 


Young, W. D. H., 
case of, 199, 885. 


END. 
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